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AUTHOR'S  NOTICE. 


The  present  and  conduding*  volume  of  this  work  has 
Iten  based,  like  its  predecessors,  upon  a  diligent  examina- 
Imi  of  all  accessible  material  bearing  upon  the  period 
teeribed.  The  various  authorities  will  be  found  cited  in 
pojper  place ;  and  among  those  whose  personal  suggestions 
lire  been  of  especial  aid  to  me,  acknowledgments  are 
te  to  Hon.  Robert  C  Winthrop  and  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
hrard.  Necessarily,  in  tracing  out  the  leading  influences 
if  the  epoch  described,  I  have  lai^ely  consulted  the  cur- 
W  newspapers  and  magazines,  for  there  was  no  book  to 
Hrve  as  a  sure  pilot ;  but  in  doing  so  I  have  endeavored  to 
fta  carefully  the  mass  of  testimony  and  reduce  it  to  its  true 
llMorical  value. 

Whether  the  pleasant  labor  of  these  many  years  be  well 

•iU  performed,  I  may  claim  without  inordinate  vanity  that 

Ab  first  era  of  our  national  and  independent  existence  has 

Ipen  traced  out  for  the  first  time,  and  the  long  intervening 

^{•Bm  bridged  from  the  Revolution  to  the  Civil  War,  with 

Ultmcal  painstaking,  in  the  five  volumes  of  the  present 

t^k.     Others  may  have  undertaken  the  task,  but  they 

Jlll?e  not  (so  far  as  I  am  aware)   fully  performed  it ;  nor 

live  I  profited  in  any  way  by  their  investigations,  whether 

fRiducted  before  or  after  me.     Something  of  careful,  con- 

HMtive  research  for  full  three  quarters  of  a  century  is  re- 

piired  to  bring  the  two  grand  revolutions  of  American  annals 

tgU>  their  fit  correlation. 

*  A  sixth  yolnme  (1861-65)  was  afterwards  added. 

(iii) 


ir  AUTHOR'S  NOTICE. 

I  now  lay  down  the  histx^rical  pen,  not  meaning  to  mfe 
it  up  again;  though,  if  full  vigor  and  opportunity  fp« 
spared,  I  should  be  glad  to  add  one  more  volume  so  as  I 
bring  the  narrative  to  1865 ;  but  the  literature  of  the  Gbrj 
War  is  already  very  great,  and  I  am  admonished,  at  ^ 
time  of  life,  not  to  attempt  to  add  to  it.  History  is  a  M 
never  ended ;  and  the  narrator  is  wise  who  knows  whcA  ft 
has  reached  his  resting-place. 

One  point  deserves  to  be  impressed  in  this  connectiai 
that  in  confining  ourselves  to  a  particular  era  we  sbiiiA 
give  to  the  men  of  that  era  no  more  and  no  less  than  IM 
proportionate  influence,  however  much  they  may  htti 
risen  or  suuk  during  the  years  next  following.  Tfei 
Abraham  Lincoln,  ^^  the  good,  great  man,"  with 

** — three  firm  friends  more  sure  than  day  and  night — 
Himself,  his  Maker,  and  the  angel  Death,** 

might  be  thought  but  imperfectly  delineated  in  the  prmM 
volume.  But  this  is  because  it  took  the  next  four  yitf 
experience  to  bring  out  his  splendid  moral  and  iutellecMI 
fibre  and  tenacity  of  purpose,  and  to  enroll  him  where  h%  1| 
longed,  as  the  most  conspicuous  of  his  age  if  not  of  the  (M 
tury.  He  was  not  well  appreciated,  nor  fully  influential  ni 
the  great  body  of  our  people,  even  after  his  election  to  fl 
Presidency,  which  many  thought  more  fortuitous  than  tm 
tunate,  nor  until  his  administration  began.  There  were  oflH 
public  leaders  of  the  Free  Soil  movement,  and  notably  B 
ward  and  Chase,  who  bore  the  brunt  and  swayed  with  M 
greater  influence,  before  the  Republican  party  gained  fl 
reins  of  power.  So  too  were  many  others  who  figured  fei 
moderately  in  the  period  I  have  covered,  in  comparison  ml 
their  later  renown. 

In  parting  from  those  whose  kind  words  of  enconrtf 
mcnt  have  cheered  my  work  from  time  to  time,  and  tv$ 
that  unnamed  constituency  of  readers  to  whom  every  aiMI 
owes  his  best  love  and  gratitude,   I   wish  to  say    thtf 


AUTHOR'S  NOTICE.  y 

whfle  conscious  of  imperfections,  I  have  striven  to  be 
both  fair  and  candid.  Upon  political  judgments,  more  par- 
lioiiarlj,  it  is  impossible  that  American  citizens  should  all 
agree ;  bat  in  these  pages  I  have  estimated  men  and  events 
as  one  who  viewed  them  from  the  standpoint  of  a 
lator  generation,  and  certainly  after  a  more  careful  study 
than  my  compressed   narrative  might  at  first  glance  in- 


J.S. 


IimTAUi,  K.  H.,  Sept.  8, 1801. 


Notice  to  Revised  Edition  of  1904. 

While  preparing  new  plates  for  the  present  edition,  the 
•ntiior  has  made  a  complete  revision  of  the  original  text 
aad  notes.  The  reader's  attention  is  specially  called  to 
"Author's  Final  Notes,"  at  the  end  of  this  volume,  in  which 
hqwrtant  collections  made  lately  accessible — such  as  the 
Oilhoim  and  Van  Buren  papers — receive  special  comment. 

J.S. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTEU  XVIII. 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Section  IL 
0  the  mexican  war. 

May,  1846-Sbptember,  1847. 

PAQB 

Military  renown  to  opponents  of  administration         .*        .         .       1 
The  two  chief  commanders:  Winfield  Scott  and  Zachary  Taylor      2 

Taylor,  the  subordinate,  first  preferred 8 

Taylor's  misgivings  at  the  southwestern  frontier  .11 

Outbreak  of  the  war  near  the  Rio  Grande  .14 

Siege  of  Fort  Brown;  Battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 

Palma 16 

American  troops  victorious;  Matamoras  occupied  .22 

Taylor's  promotion  to  command;  operations  on  the  Rio  Grande    23 
Mexico  invaded;  assault  and  capture  of  Monterey  .25 

Inva<nonof  northern  line  abandoned;  Taylor  in  disfavor  30 

Scott  sent  to  the  front;  new  route  by  Vera  Cruz  .31 

Taylor  attacked;  great  battle  of  Buena  Vista     ....     33 

Various  minor  operations  of  the  war 38 

Scott's  new  expedition;  his  grievances  against  the  President  38 

A  landing  effected;  siege  of  Vera  Cruz 42 

Vera  Cruz  captured;  march  to  the  interior  .46 

Battle  of  Cerro  Gordo;  Scott  at  Puebla 48 

Fruitless  efforts  to  negotiate;  Trist's  mission  .51 

Scott's  march  resumed;  the  approach  to  Mexico  city  53 

Stubborn  contests  at  Contreras  and  Churubusco  .54 

New  efforts  to  negotiate;  Santa  Anna's  wily  policy  .56 

Battle  of  Molino  del  Rey;  Chapultepec  stormed  .58 

Mexico  dty  surrenders;  Scott  enters  the  capital  .60 

(vii) 


yiii  OONTENTS. 

Section  HE. 

period  of  thirtieth  congress. 

March  4,  1847-March  3,  1849. 

Odium  of  war;  news  of  victories;  Taylor  a  popular  hero     . 

Clay  speaks  at  Lexington;  keynote  of  Whig  opposition 

Clay,  Webster,  and  the  Wilmot  Proviso     .... 

Administration  losing  ground;  State  elections 

Polk's  obloquy;  his  eastern  tour;  his  defence  of  the  war  . 

Thirtieth  Congress  assembles;  organization;  message 

Membership;  Lincohi,  Jefferson  Davis,  etc. 

Winthrop  as  Speaker;  House  censorious  of  the  administration 

Whigs  oppose  prudently;  loan  bill;  rumors  of  peace 

Scott  in  Mexico;  treaty  of  peace;  cession  of  territory 

Death  of  John  Quincy  Adams  at  the  capitol 

President's  confidential  message;  Mexican  treaty  ratified 

Cost  of  Mexican  war;  acquisition,   whether  for  freedom 

slavery 

Washington  monument  begun;  runaway  slaves  at  the  capital 
Slavery  seeks  preponderance;  plans  for  the  new  domain 
Oregon  territorial  bill;  Wilmot  Proviso  applied 
Session  ends;  Wisconsin  admitted;  various  measures  passed 
National  party  conventions;  Democrats  nominate  Cass 
Whig  convention;  Clay  and  Webster  disappointed;  Taylor 

nominated 

"Liberty  Party"  and  Van  Buren;  Free  Soilers  at  Buffalo 
The  Presidential  campaign;  Taylor's  letters;  course  of  Clay 

and  Webster 

Taylor's  support  united;  campaign  speakers;  Whigs  successful 
Final  session  of  Congress;  Polk's  last  message 
Proposals  to  diWde  Mexican  acquisition;  Calhoun's  new  dogma 
Slavery  in  the  District;  postponement  of  territorial  di\ision 
Taylor's  arrival  at  Washington;  Interior  Department  created 
Secretary'  Walker  of  the  Treasury-;  the  Polk  tariff;  sub-treas- 
ury, etc. 

The  Republic  at  peace;  Polk's  success  as  a  negotiator 

The  administration  reviewed;  Polk's  retirement  and  death  . 

Whig  office-seekers;  Lincoln  leaves  public  life 


OONTENTO. 


IX 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  ZACHARY  TAYLOR. 


period  of  thirty-first  congress. 
March  4,  1849-July  9,  1850. 

Retribution  of  the  Mexican  war;  the  spirit  of  conquest 
^  noble  acquisition;  California's  fair  domains 
I^iacovery  of  gold;  the  Pacific  Argonauts  of  1849 
Sacramento  laid  out;  growth  of  San  Francisco 
California  for  freedom;  policy  of  new  President 
State  constitution  framed  and  adopted 
Sinxiiar  movements  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico 
Ta^r-lor's  policy  towards  the  acquisition  from  Mexico     . 
In9.viguration  of  Taylor;  his  cabinet  and  chief  advisers 

^3^,  Webster,  and  Seward 

^^"^r  portent  of  freedom;  a  free  Pacific  population 
Sox* them  leaders  jealous;  a  growing  disunion  sentiment 
^iHoun  and  secession;  Davis  and  Quitman 
^  *x«w  Congress  assembles;  sectional  feeling  strong 
C**^Id  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House;  President's  territorial  plan 
Hovise  without  direction;  giants  of  the  Senate 
^^^y  once  more  a  member;  his  compromise  scheme 
^L^oussion  started;  famous  senatorial  oratory 
C^AHoun's  last  speech,  suggestive  of  disunion 
"blister's  March  speech;  Seward  and  the  "higher  law" 
C^l:koun's  death;  Benton  and  Foote;  grand  conmiittee  ap- 
pointed      

^^'i'^lor's  cabinet  not  strong;  Clayton  as  premier 

^»^tral  American  relations;  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty 

C^^inet  scandal  of  the  Galphin  claim 

C'^'V's  committee  report;  compromise  measures;  the  "omnibus 

^  biU" 

^^*4i.fomia'8  admission  loaded  down;  option  supersedes  the 

Wilmot  Pro/iso 

^H>po8ition  to  Clay's  plan;  President  prefers  his  own 
^^Uure  of  Southern  disunion  convention 
^^^nger  of  collision  in  New  Mexico;  Texas  makes  claim 
'^^ylor  indignant ;  his  firm  stand  against  disunion 
fl^den  illness  and  death ;  Taylor's  character    . 


PAGE 

127 

128 

131 

136 

140 

142 

144 

145 

146 

147 

150 

151 

152 

155 

156 

158 

159- 

161 

163 

164 

169 
170 
171 
174 

175 

176 
179 

lao 

180 
181 
IM 


X  OONTENTB. 

CHAPTER  XX. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Sechon  I. 

period  of  thirtt-fir8t  conoresa 

July  9,  1850-March  3,  1861. 

The  Senate  eulogies;  second  loss  of  a  Whig  President 
/    Fillmore,  the  Vice  President,  as  successor;  his  disposition 
;  Cabinet  reconstructed;  Clay  influential     .... 
I  Webster  the  new  premier;  temporizing  tendencies    . 
Omnibus  bill  upset;  Clay  rebukes  disunion 
Compromise  measures  pass  the  Senate  In  separate  bills 
Admission  of  California;  money  offer  to  Texas 
New  Mexico  and  Utah  territorial  bills;  fugitive-slave  bill 
District  slave  trade  interdicted;  compromise  complete  . 

Adjournment  of  the  long  session 

Clay's  career  closing;  burden  upon  Fillmore  and  Webster 
Texas  accepts  money;  Southern  disunion  subsides  . 
Northern  humiliation;  fugitive-slave  excitement 


188 
189 
190 
191 
193 
195 
195 
197 
197 
198 
198 
199 
201 


Conservatives  support  compromise  and  denounce  the  radicals  204 

The  fall  elections;  political  changes  threatened  204 

Second  session  of  Congress;  unimportant  legislation  207 

Compromise  proclaimed  a  finality;  Clay's  last  leadership  209 


Section  II. 

PERIOD  OF  THIRTY-SECOND  CONGRESS. 

March  4,  1851-March  3,  1853. 

Second  thought  of  the  people  sustains  the  compromise  .  210 

Anti-slavery  statesmen;  their  views  as  to  local  slavery  .  .211 

Plans  of  Southern  expansion;  expeditions  against  Cuba  .  211 

Filibustering  stigmatized  by  the  government  .213 
Transportation  problems  at  the  isthmus        ....     216 

Foreign  news  enterprise;  railway  jubilees                         .  .217 

Webster,  the  defender  of  compromise  measures  218 

Morbid  forebodings  of  disunion;  capitol  extension  begun  220 


CONTENTS.  xi 

FAOB 

Saving  the  Union;  Northern  State  elections;  Whigs  divided  .  221    "" 

Southern  elections;  conditional  union  sentiment  .        .  222 

A  re-united  country  and  a  re-united  Democracy     .         .  225 

Xew  national  diversions;  Jenny  Lind;  the  yacht  "America"  225 

.^val  of  Louis  Kossuth;  his  tour  and  task     ....  226 

Thirty-second  Congress  convenes;  Kossuth  at  the  capital  229 

Discussions  as  to  intervention;  the  Magyar's  disappointment  231  — 

Webster  and  Hulsemann;  European  troubles  232"^^ 

A  tame  and  unimportant  session 234 

Party  preparations  for  the  Presidential  canvass;  candidates  235  — 

Democratic  convention;  Franklin  Pierce  nominated  236  - 

Whig  convention;  Scott  preferred  to  Fillmore  and  Webster  .  237  - 

National  parties;  Whigs  and  Democrats  distinguished  238   - 

"Hie  Presidential  campaign;  Pierce's  strength  as  a  candidate  .  240 

Whig  cause  desperate;  deaths  of  Clay  and  Webster  .  241 

Seott  unacceptable  to  Southern  Whigs 243 

"Unde  Tom's  Cabin"  and  the  Free  SoUers;  Scott's  canvass  .  244 

Waterioo  defeat  of  the  Whig  party;  Pierce  victorious  245 

"National  Union  Party"  merged  into  the  Democracy  246 

Second  session  of  Congress;  cabinet  changes     ....  247 

Spread-eagleism  upon  foreign  relations;  Cass  and  Douglas  248  — 

Ifonroe  doctrine  expounded;  Central  American  situation  250 
Fflhnore's  foreign  policy;  troubles  over  the  Clayton-Bulwer 

treaty 250 

Non-intervention  in  Europe;  Perry's  expedition  to  Japan  251 
^Went  internal  management;  Whig  balance-sheet  252 
Rflmore's  appointments;  apparent  tranquillity  of  the  country  253 
Retirement  with  applause;  Fillmore's  character  254 
Arrival  of  President-elect;  adjournment  of  Congress  255 
Impulse  given  to  carrier  enterprise;  subsidies  and  appropria- 
tions           257 

CoQins  line  of  steamers;  steamboat  explosions;  inspection  laws  258 

Increase  of  crime  and  misrule  in  large  cities     ....  258 

New  York  troubles;  San  Francisco's  vigilance  committee  258 

Cliinese  inmiigration  on  the  Pacific  slope       ....  262 

Oregon,  Texas,  and  Utah;  a  Mormon  territorial  governor  263 

Woman's  Rights  movement;  temperance  and  the  liquor  laws  263 


xii  OONTBNTO. 

CHAPTER    XXL 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

Section  I. 

period  of  thirty-third  congress. 

March  4,  1853-March  3,  1855. 

PA 

Pierce's  inauguration;  death  of  Vice-President  King 
Senate  in  extra  session;  cabinet  and  other  appointments 
Buchanan  and  Young  America;  British  negotiations 
Marcy  as  Secretary  of  State;  black  coat  circular;  the  Koszta 

affair 

World's  Fair  in  New  York  city;  New  York  State  politics 
Pride  of  American  citizenship;  State  elections 
Congress  assembles;  Russian  war;  a  satisfactory  message 
.  Delusion  of  internal  tranquillity;  disposition  to  please  slavery 
-^Kansas-Nebraska  bill  the  new  generator  of  discontent 
—  Bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Douglas;  Missouri  Compro- 
mise repealed 

Views  of  Pierce's  cabinet;  a  President's  pledge 
Senate  debate;  alarm  and  agitation  at  the  North 
Bill  passed  in  both  Houses;  the  President  approves 
New  dogma  of  popular  sovereignty;  non-intervention  by  Con- 
gress          

Slaveholders  accept  the  boon 

Miscellaneous  legislation;  Congress  adjourns 
Fugitive  slave  law  in  Massachusetts;  Bums  surrenders 
Foreign  relations;  Gadsden  treaty  with  Mexico 
Filibustering  against  Mexico  and  Cuba     .... 
President's  proclamations;  Quitman's  views 
Missouri   Compromise    repeal;    Northern    indignation;    anti- 
Nebraska  movements 

Congressional  protest;  Sumner  in  debate 

"Republicans"  of  the  Northwest;  New  York  fusion 

Know-Nothing  movement;  Native  Americanism 

Autumn  elections;  administration  losses 

Congress  in  final  session;  unimportant  measures 

Neutral  rights  in  the  Russian  war;  privateering,  etc. 

Reciprocity  with  Canada;  Central  America;  bombardment  of 

Greytown 

Vain  negotiations  for  Cuba;  the  Ostend  conference       * 
Perry's  treaty  with  Japan 


CONTENTS.  xiii 
Section  IL 

PERIOD  OF  THIRTT-FOUBTH  CONGRESS. 

March  4,  1855-March  3,  1857. 

PAOB 

New  struggle  between  forces  of  freedom  and  slavery  .311 

hypocrisy  of  non-intervention  in  the  territories  .         .312 

Spring  elections  adverse;  Know-Nothingism  in  Massachusetts  313 

^''^ee  Soil  revenge;  personal-liberty  act;  Garrison's  sentiments  314 

""Kansas  the  battle  ground  of  freedom  and  slavery                      .  aiST" 

*^i8t  settlements;  Missouri's  wishes;  Atchison  as  a  colonizer  .  316 

'"'^^^^ayer  and  his  Emigrant  Aid  Society;  free  settlers  in  Kansas  319 

•^  Collision  of  labor  systems;  enmity  of  Atchison  and  Stringfellow  322 

'~'"^®eder,  first  governor  of  Kansas;  Missouri  "blue  lodge ' '  voters  323 

"^ree  State  men  defrauded;  the  Shawnee  Mission  legislature  .  324 

^**Qbinaon  and  the  experiment  of  free  State  settlers  326 

'^'^eir  separate  elections;  Topeka  convention  and  constitution  327 

"^^^^unon  the  second  governor;  civil  war  in  Kansas  .  328 

^°^te  elections;  Know-Nothing  convention;  Virginia  and  Ohio  32 

Thirty-fourth  Congress  assembles;  new  senators  331 

-^^    opposition  House;  long  speakership  contest;  choice  of 

Banks  by  plurality 332 

HoBsage  of  President;  strained  relations  with  Great  Britain  .  334 
Southern  policy  for  Central  America;  Walker,  the  filibuster  336 
Temporary  success  in  Nicaragua;  Walker's  government  recog- 
nized        ..........  337^ 

— K^Ha^g   aflfairs  bitterly  discussed;  the   President's  partisan  *^ 

message 337 

"■^^^ooks's  assault  upon  Sumner;  his  constituents  sustain  him  .  338 
"■^^^•laas  in  the  toils;  free  State  movement  a|pested;  pillage  at 

^^     Lawrence 340 

"■**^«  issue  before  Congress;  Kansas  investigating  committee  .  342 

'^'^^  two  branches  deadlocked;  army  appropriation  bill  fails  .  344" 

•^^Joumment  and  a  special  session;  army  appropriation  finally  ~^  "^ 

^^passed 344 

**^8idential  preparations;  National  Republicans  organize  at 

Pittsburg 345 

^^publican  convention;  Fremont  nominated                  .  346 

*J*^tive  Americans  nominate  Fillmore 348 

^mocratic  convention  at  Cincinnati;  Buchanan  for  President  348 

Perce's  disappointment;  a  geosraphical  campaign                 .  349 

Buchanan  chosen  President;  Republicans  encouraged             .  352 


XIV 


CONTENTS. 


—Civil  war  in  Kansas;  Governor  Geary 353  ^ 

Congress  in  final  session;  Pierce's  exasperating  message  355* 

Southern  comment  on  the  election;  disunion  tendencies  .         .  356 

A  severe  winter;  Geary's  ill-success  in  Kansas  367 

New  free  states  in  embryo;  slavery's  equipoise  broken     .  359 

The  Polk  tariff  modified;  lobbying  in  Congress  359 

Walker's  failure  in  Central  America;  diplomacy  unsuccessful  360 

Treaty  of  Paris;  new  rules  of  war;  United  States  refuses  assent  361 

Peaceful  adjournment  of  Congress;  Pierce's  unpopularity  362 

A  disappointing  administration;  Davis  and  the  cabinet  .  362 


CHAPTER   XXIL  ^ 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Section  I. 


Court 


aub- 


period  of  thirty-fifth  conoress. 

March  4,  1857-March  3,  1859. 

Mean  ambition  and  the  perversion  of  party  principles 
Buchanan's  accession   hailed;  his  inauguration 
Cabinet  selected;  Southern  influence  predominant    . 
The  Dred  Scott  decision;  political  fiat  of  the  Supreme 
-Buchanan  acquiesces;  territorial  protection  of  slavery' 
-  Kansas  and  legitimacy;  Walker  sent  as  governor 
•Free  labor  circumvented;  the  Lecompton  convention 
■I-,ecompton  constitutitii  and  state  government;  no  full 

mission  to  people  

Financial  crisis  in  the  autumn ;  temporar>'  distress 
State  elections:  Native  Americanism  dying  out;  new 

symptoms 

Congress  convenes;  new  wings  of  capitol  occupied 
Houses  organized;  resignation  of  Governor  Walker 
Affairs  in  Kansas;  contentions  at  the  polls;  F'ree-State 

ment 

Admission  of  Kansas  ur^ed  under  the  slave  constitution 

-Douglas  against  the  project;  stniggle  m  Congress     . 

A  stormy  debate;  I..ecompton  bill  carried  through  the  Senate 

Bill  lost  in  the  House;  the  Crittenden-Montgomery  substitute 


I)arty 


senti- 


367 
368 
370 

377 
378 
380 

381 
382    > 

385 
386 
387  — 

387^ 

388-^ 

389 

301 

303 


CX)NTENTa 


XV 


PAOB 


'':^^w  Leoompton  bill  passes;  Kansas  spurns  the  bribe 

^**lib>\i8ter  Walker's  failures  in  Central  America 

-^€&t>^on  ill  Utah;  Monnoiis  and  the  civil  authorities 

-^"U^jitic  cable  laid;  a  premature  celebration 

^^^stponemeut  of  exploits  in  science  and  transit 
^"^^•^^t;*  elections;  the  administration  rebuked 
^-^-^^^  Lincoln  and  Douglas  contest  in  Illinois 
''  -^^^^  "irrepressible  conflict;"  Seward  and  Lincoln 
^-"^^■^fc^ress  in  final  session;  attempted  diversion  to  foreign  con- 

^^  quest 

^J-^^^cdco,  Central  America,  and  Cuba;  projects  of  expansion 
'^^^'tiiah  search  of  slave-traders;  claim  abandoned;  prostitution 

„^  of  American  flag 414 

^*"^i.B8ury  embarrassments;  Cobb's  failure  as  a  financier  416 

■"^^^^a^ilvency  avoided  by  reissuing  treasury  notes;  postal  appro- 

priation  lost 416 

"*- "^^o  more  free  States  admitted :  Minnesota  and  Oregon;  Kansas 

waiting 417 


396 
999 
402 
404 
405 
406 
410 

412 
412 


Section  II. 


PERIOD  OP  THIRTY-SIXTH   CONGRESS. 


March  4,  1859-March  4,  1861. 


■J^^irement  of  Houston  and  Stephens  from  Congress 
^'^^^th  of  the  Postmaster-General;  a  successor  and  his  policy; 


various  appomtments 
rj^^^^ions  of  the  year;  drift  of  the  opposition 


-K. 


L^iaas  for  freedom;  the  Wyandotte  constitution 


^^•^^te  politics;  Mayor  Wood  and  civic  corruption 
'^^^ssidential  plans;  the  new  pro-slavery  platform 
^^V»them  filibustering;  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle 
^^'^^laglas  as  a  candidate;  his  party  principles 
^   ^lisis  approaching;  forces  of  American  society 
*^^Arelopment  of  American  traits;  our  latest  discoveries 

^TH>rts,  arts,  and  literature 

Lyceums;  oratory;  Southern  tastes  and  talents 
— ^  ^ew  terror;  John  Brown's  invasion  of  Harper's  Ferry 

^^wn's  capture  and  death 

^iigress  convenes;  changes  in  Senate  and  House 
Bpeakership  contest;  Brown's  invasion  investigated 
Actional  feeling  increasing;  scenes  of  violence 


417 

418 
419 
420' 
421 
.423 
426 
427- 
428 
429 
430 
431 
433- 
437 
439 
441 
444 


Xvi  CONTENTS. 

PAOB 

*  Futile  attempts  at  legislation;  the  Covode  investigation  .  445 
Jobbeiy  in  foreign  relations;  ambition  to  absorb  Mexico  447 
Efforts  in  Central  America  checkmated;  Walker  shot  449 
Democratic  convention  at  Charleston;  party  schism  .  .  450 
Constitutional  Unionists  nominate  Bell  and  Everett  .  452 
Chicago  and  the  RepubUcan  convention  ....  452 
Contest  of  candidates;  Lincoln  for  President  ....  455 
Democratic  factions  reassemble;  Douglas  and  Breckenridge  op- 
posed          457 

Presidential  campaign  of  1860;  a  contest  of  discussion  .  457 

Wide-awake  clubs;  Douglas  on  the  stump      ....  460 

Prospect  of  RepubUcan  success;  efforts  at  fusion  .  462 

State  elections  of  the  year;  decisive  results  of  October  .  463 

Lincoln  chosen  by  electors  of  the  free  States;  close  popular 

pluralities 464 

Threats  of  disunion  in  the  South;  secession  movements  in  the 

cotton  States 465 

Final  session  of  Congress;  Buchanan's  feeble  message  466 
South  Carolina  secedes;  efforts  for  a  slave  confederacy  469 
Commissioners  sent  to  Washington;  the  Charleston  forts  471 
Major  Anderson  holds  Fort  Sumter;  failure  of  Commissioners  474 
Cabinet  resignations;  Cobb,  Cass,  and  Floyd  retire  476 
Official  advisers  changed;  "Star  of  the  West"  sent  to  Charles- 
ton harbor 479 

Thompson  and  Thomas  retire;  cabinet  reconstructed  .481 
A  back-handed  truce  at  Charleston  and  Pensacola  .  482 
Secession  of  five  Gulf  States;  seizure  of  public  property  .  483 
The  Montgomery  Congress;  a  new  provisional  Confederacy  .  485 
Jefferson  Davis  inaugurated;  Stephens  and  Abraham  Lincoln  486 
Peace  Conference  instituted  by  Virginia;  its  sessions  at  Wash- 
ington        489 

Plan  of  adjustment  submitted  to  Congress;  the  minority  repu- 
diates         .491 

Lincoln's  journey  to  Washington;  electoral  formalities  com- 
pleted         492 

Wild  alarms  at  the  capital,  and  pacif3rinK  proposals  493 
Views  of  Seward  and  Chase  compared;  Seward's  conciliatory 

efforts 494 

Lincoln's  generous  disposition;  Northern  commotion;  the  per- 
sonal-liberty acts 496 

A  national  fast;  legislation  of  the  session       ....  497 
''Kansas  admitted  as  a  free  State;  changes  in  the  tariff;  new 

territories  organized         .        .        .        .        .        .        .  498 


CONTENTS. 


XVll 


Compromises  with  slavery  discussed;  the  Crittenden  proposals  499 
Vain  efforts  to  restore  the  Missouri  line;  compromise  a  failure  501 
Coustitutional  amendment  proposed,  forbidding  national  in- 
terference with  State  slavery     502 

Approach  of  civil  war;  seven  seceding  States;  nature  of  the 

conflict 502 

Kamestness  on  both  sides;  the  lesson  for  posterity  .  504 

Washington  a  beleaguered  city;  its  resources  and  aspect        .  506 


APPENDIX. 

A.  EHectoral  vote  by  States  for  President  and  Vice-President, 

1847-1861 509 

B.  Length  of  sessions  of  Congress,  1847-1861     .  .  513 

Index  to  Volume  Five 515 

Author's  Final  Notes i21 


HISTORY 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES 

UNDER  THE  CONSTITUTION. 


CHAPTER  XVni. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Section  II. 

the  mexican  wab. 

May,  1846— September,  1847. 

OuB  attention  now  turns  to  the  military  narrative  of  the 
Mexican  war, — a  contest  in  which  it  may  truly  be  said  that 
the  invading  republic  never  lost  a  battle,  nor  made  -,^^-.- 
a  serious  military  blunder,  but  bore  the  stars  and 
stripes  steadily  forward  from  victory  to  victory.  And  yet 
we  citizens  of  the  superior  republic  were  forced  to  own  in 
the  end  that  in  this  war,  as  in  most  others  we  ever  under- 
took, the  cost  had  not  'jeen  prudently  calculated.  We  had 
to  admit  tiiat  our  enemy  fought  bravely  and  stubbornly,  as 
patriots  will  fight  to  defend  their  native  land  ;  and  the  stern 
though  futile  effort  of  the  Mexican  people,  under  every  dis- 
advantage, to  preserve  intact  their  dominions  could  not  but 
move  the  conquering  invaders  to  respect  and  then  pity  them. 

To  the  first  miscarriage,  politically  speaking,  of  this  un- 
equal conflict  of   arms,  we  have  adverted  already :  *  that 

♦  See  vol.  iv.  p.  542. 
VOL.  v.-l  (1) 
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the  ^ry  of  conquest  redounded  in  the  end,  not  to  the  ad- 
mirvistration,  nor  to  the  party  of  Mexican  dismemberment, 
'  'hi^tto  their  political  opponents.  True  is  it  that  of  Ameri« 
•.pan  citizen  volunteers  who  enrolled  for  this  war,  nearly 
two  thirds  came  from  States  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line, — Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Tennessee  leading  in  num- 
bers— while  the  more  populous  New  England  States,  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  were  outstripped  in  zeal  by  Ohio 
and  Ulinois  and  the  thinly  populated  north-western  frontier, 
whose  troops  hastened  by  such  transports  as  they  could  ob- 
tain down  the  broad  Mississippi  to  join  their  Southern  com- 
rades at  New  Orleans,  the  geueral  rendezvous  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces,  thence  seeking  together  the  common  field  of 
fame.*  True  is  it  that  Democratic  colonels  and  generals 
fought  bravely  in  the  subordinate  commands,  many  of  them 
imbued  deeply  with  the  aggressive  pro-slavery  spirit  of  the 
times,  and  all  intent  upon  adding  new  lustre  to  the  army  of 
the  Great  Republic.  But  accident  and  opportunity  gave  the 
chief  military  renown  of  the  war  to  the  Whigs.  The  two 
great  commanders  and  victorious  leaders,  towards  whom 
were  drawn  in  succession  the  public  attention  and  solicitude, 
were  Whigs  in  politics,  so  far  as  they  were  politicians  at 
all, — Zachary  Taylor  and  Winfield  Scott.  Plach  of  these 
men  proved  fully  competent  to  his  responsibility  in  spite  of 
provoking  obstacles.  Each  enlisted  that  profound  gratitude 
of  the  American  nation,  which  success  in  the  profession  of 
arms  will  best  secure  so  long  as  wars  are  found  essential. 
The  administration  of  a  Democratic  Piesident,  balked  in 
every  effort  to  create  a  c*omniander  of  its  own  party  hue, 
could  do  nothing,  as  the  war  develoi)ed,  but  turn  from  the 
one  hero  to  the  other,  in  deference  to  a  public  sentiment  it 
dared  not  disregard,  hoping  that  each  would  destroy  the 
other's  prestige. t 

All  roads  to  American  eminence  lead  to  the  Presidency. 

*  For  statistics  sec  74  Niles,  103.  The  total  number  of  Tolunteere  la 
the  Mexican  war  is  here  stated  at  65,349. 

t  See  Polk's  Diary  in  this  respect,  cited  by  this  author  in  Historical 
Briefs,  155. 
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In  honest  Zachary  Taylor  the  Mexican  war  raised  up  event- 
ualiy  a  Presidential  candidate  of  irresistible  strength  with 
the  people,  nnder  whose  standard  Polk's  party  was  driven 
^ominiously   from  power.     Scott,  less  successful  in  win- 
ning honors  of  which  popular  suffrage  was  the  criterion,  it 
entrenched  securely  as  the  chief  soldier  of  his  time  in  Amer- 
ica; and  when,  some  thirteen  years  after  this  war,  designs 
of  Southern  domination,  such  as  bred  this  Mexican  conquest, 
had    worked   out  their    full    mischief   to  this  republic  in 
threatened  disunion,  his  name  and  fame  gave  to  the  national 
cause  incalculable  strength  in  the  first  dark  days  of  peril. 

Two  distinguished  commanders  of  kindred  politics,  natives 
of  America,  bom  in  the  same  illustrious  mother  State,  and 
serving  as  soldiers  under  the  same  stars  and  stripe*),  could 
hardly  have  been  more  unlike  in  personal  traits  and  military 
methods.  Winfield  Scott  was  the  out-ranking  officer,  being 
already  commander-in-chief  of  our  army  at  the  time  when  war 
was  declared;  and  he  has  given  himself  full  credit  in  his 
later  memoirs  for  concurring  in  the  detail  of  Taylor,  a  sub- 
ordinate officer,  to  command  at  Corpus  Christi  when  matters 
became  critical  with  Mexico.*  Zachary  Taylor  was  at  that 
time  a  brigadier  general  by  brevet,  but  in  lineal  rank  no 
more  than  a  colonel.  Entering  at  early  manhood  into  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  among  the  regulars,  he 
had  won  gradual  renown  as  a  brave,  efficient,  and  trustworthy 
officer ;  and  yet  his  record  was  by  no  means  distinguished. 
Once  he  had  sturdily  repelled  the  Indian  chief  Tecumseh 
while  in  command  of  a  frontier  fort  at  the  northwest ;  but 
that  same  war  of  1812  brought  him  no  such  conspicuous 
laurels  as  those  of  Chippewa  and  Lundy's  Lane  to  the  gallant 
Scott ;  while  his  long  reconl  in  the  ensuing  years  of  peace 
showed  nothing  more  memorable  than  sharing  with  others 
of  oar  generals  in  the  baffied  pursuit  of  the  Florida  Seminoles. 
Tet  of  these  two  Virginians,  so  unequal  in  distinction  when 
Texas  entered  the  American  Union,  Taylor  was  somewhat 

*  8ooU*B  Autobiography,  c.  26. 
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the  older,  being  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  war,  in  f  ac^ 
full  sixty-one  years  of  age,  though  of  sound  health  still,  and 
a  rugged  constitution.  Scott  appreciated  this,  as  well  as 
Taylor's  somewhat  ngid  dibregord  of  forms.  Accordipgly, 
when  detailing  him  to  command  on  the  Mexican  frontier,  the 
commander  took  care  to  provide  him,  unsolicited,  with  a  staff 
officer  of  modest  manners,  his  exact  complement ;  *  for  he 
knew  Taylor  (as  he  says)  to  be  slow  of  tliought,  hesitating 
in  speech,  and  unused  to  the  pen.  To  this  admirable  com- 
bination of  general  and  chief  of  staff  he  ascribes,  with  no 
little  pique  and  very  scant  justice,  the  ti*ain  of  good  military 
fortune  which  followed. f  Taylor's  bright  star,  brighter  than 
his  own  while  it  lasted,  was  indeed  one  of  the  sorest  tribula- 
tions to  which  our  autocrat  of  the  regular  army  had  to  school 
himself ;  for  Winfield  Scott,  with  all  his  noble  and  estimable 
traits,  was  of  a  vain  and  irritable  disposition,  such  as  could 
brook  no  rival ;  and  unfortunately  too  he  had  been  long  in 
training  for  President.  Scott  aspired  to  be  fii'st  in  war  and 
in  peace  besides.  In  military  honors  he  well  deserved  su- 
premacy ;  for  he  was  prompt,  far-reaching,  and  skilful,  of 
consummate  experience  both  in  the  bureau  and  field,  thor- 
ough, fearless,  and  self-coufident  iu  fight,  a  master  of  the 
complicated  details  of  moving  and  managing,  as  armies  in 
those  days  were  moved  and  managed.  He  had,  moreover, 
a  wide  range  of  acquaintance  with  our  army  officers  of  every 
rank,  aud  with  America's  most  eminent  statesmen  besides. 
But  the  jealousy  and  imperious  temper  of  Scotfs  nature 
were  fostered  by  long  military  liubits  in  a  high  and  even  the 
highest  grade.  As  he  had  quarrelled  all  the  way  up  the  line 
of  promotion,  with  Generals  Wilkinson  and  Gaines,  with 
Andrew  Jackson,  with  DeWitt  Clinton,  with  John  Quincy 
Adams, — so  while  he  remained  of  pre-eminent  rank  in  this 
new  war,  except  for  the  President  himself,  he  continued  to 
quarrel  to  his  manifest  disadvantage,  being  rarely  in  personal 
sympathy  with  the   administration.     He  was  of  impatient 


*  Captain  (afterwards  Lieutenant-Colouel)  Bliss. 
1 2  Scott's  Autobiography,  383. 
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^t,  arbitrary,  overbearing;  though  not  always  without 
reasonable  cause  for  vexation  and   in-itability.     All  this 
placed  Scott  in  strong  contrast  with  Taylor,  who  was  beloved 
by  all  who  served  under  him,  for  uni^ected  simplicity  and 
kindness  of  heart,  and  took  little  interest  in  political  rival- 
ries.   Once  made  known  to  the  counti7,  the  latter  struck 
strongly  the  popular  chord.     Taylor's  age  won  respect;  and 
when  advanced  age  was  once  perceived  to  be  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  valor,  strong  judgment,  and  excellent  sense, 
none  who  knew  him  or  who  served  under  him  could  envy 
greatly  his  quick  advance  to  illustrious  honors.     Scott  himself 
was  too  generous-hearted  not  to  accord  to  this  veteran  war- 
rior, who  had  grown  gray  in  the  modest  performance  of  duty, 
-that  true  basis  of   a  great  character,   pure,   uncorrupted 
morals,  combined  with  indomitable  courage  and  a  high  pur- 
pose,— at  the  same  time  that  with  envious  ridicule  he  dispar- 
aged Taylor's  moderate  learning  and  converse  with  the  social 
world,  in  comparison  with  his  own,  and  deduced  rigidity  of 
ideas  as  the  logical  consequence.*     But  Taylor,  if  ignorant 
for  one  of  his  exalted  rank  in  some  respects,  had  that  good 
gift  of  common  sense  and  sagacity,  and  that  sympathetic 
tenderness  of  heart,  for  which  learning  alone  is  no  substitute. 
And  hence,  of  two  able  generals  developed  by  the  Mexican 
war,  equally  sincere  and  patriotic,  the  one  built  up  f  oi*midable 
barriers  to  his  own  ambition,  while  the  other,  with  scarce  an 
obstacle  in  his  path,  attained  the  highest  reward  his  country- 
men could  bestow,  and  when  dying  left  behind  no  personal 
enemy  in  the  world. 

In  personal  appearance  these  warriors  bore  no  resem- 
blance. Taylor  was  of  a  moderate  figure,  incllDlng  to  cor- 
pulence. He  had  no  manly  beauty  in  his  countenance ;  but 
his  features,  swarthy  and  weather-beaten,  thougli  homely  in 
repose,  would  relax  with  a  reassuring  smile,  which  kindled 
from  the  eye  and  was  wholly  genuine;  his  whole  aspect 
when  animated  was  intelligent,  benevolent,  and  full  of  good 
humor.     But  Scott  towered  in  any  crowd,  distinguished  by 

•  2  Scott's  Autobiography,  3S3. 
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his  haDdsome  and  leonine  face  and  proud  bearing ;  he  was 
the  very  personification  of  an  illustrious  soldier.  His  pict- 
ures showed  him  as  he  preferred  to  sit  for  a  portrait,  wear- 
ing the  full  insignia  of  his  exalted  rank,  suitable  for  parade, 
while  those  of  Taylor  arrayed  him  ratber  in  fatigue  cap  and 
modest  undress;  for  while  the  one  loved  pomp  and  cere- 
mony, and  relied  upon  plumes  and  epaulets  to  add  to  his 
impressive  effect,  the  other  dressed  only  for  comfort,  and 
had  nothing  of  the  coxcomb  or  martinet  in  his  composition. 
He,  in  fact,  was  as  inconigible  in  simplicity  as  his  superior 
ofScer  was  in  parade ;  and  the  contrast  of  the  two  chief- 
tains on  this  point  afforded  their  junior  officers  much 
amusement.  Taylor,  so  the  story  ran  in  camp,  never  put 
on  full  uniform  but  twice  in  the  whole  Mexican  war,  both 
being  unfortunate  occasions,— on  one  of  which  the  flag 
officer  of  the  naval  squadron  and  he  reversed  their  usual 
habits  of  dress  to  accommodate  the  prejudices  of  one  an- 
other, and  met  for  a  prearranged  interview  with  embarrass- 
ing apologies.*  On  the  field  of  action  '*  Old  Zack,"  as  the 
soldiers  liked  to  call  him,  rarely  wore  anything  to  indicate 
his  rank,  or  even  that  he  was  an  officer  at  all ;  all  his  men, 
however,  knew  him  well.  His  retinue  made  no  display. 
But  Scott,  whose  sobriquet  was  "  Fuss  and  Feathers,"  wore, 
from  cockade  to  spur,  the  full  regulation  uniform  on  all 
occasions  of  form,  and  expected  to  be  honored  by  the  army 
in  return.  At  the  seat  of  war,  whenever  he  inspected  his 
lines  his  intention  was  announced  in  advance,  and  he  would 
appear  punctually  on  the  hour,  mounted  on  his  charger  and 
splendidly  dressed,  with  his  staff  offlcei-s  equipped  to  corre- 
spond and  riding  behind  him  in  their  proper  order, — as  many 
of  them  as  he  could  spare  for  the  occasion.  The  whole  body 
of  troops,  with  officers  posted  each  in  his  proper  place  of 
rank,  was  drawn  up  to  salute  the  chief  as  he  rode  by  with 
his  retinue,  sitting  erect  and  magnificent  in  his  saddle,  bis 
superb  figure  set  off  by  sword,  gilt  buttons,  epaulets,  and  a 
black  chapeau  with  waving  feathers, — a  commander  indeed, 

•  1  U.  S.  Grant's  Memoin,  101. 
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And  almost  a  conqueror  by  the  force  of  his  imposing  pres- 
ence. Scott  in  repose  bore  no  little  resemblance  to  a  lion 
OT  to  some  huge  mastiff. 

In  battle,  too,  as  may  well  be  inferred,  the  methods 
ot  these  heroes  were  quite  different.  Both  were  feai'less ; 
bat  Taylor's  exposure  of  his  person  to  danger,  his  courage 
io  assuming  oppressive  responsibilities  was  something  won- 
derful. Where  the  iron  hail  fell  thickest  he  would  ride 
hither  and  thither  surveying  the  scene  calmly  and  giving  in 
person  the  needful  orders ;  or  he  would  sit  sidewise  upon 
his  horse,  '^  Old  Whitey,"  as  though  the  animal  were  a  sofa,  so 
lis  to  get  a  good  range  for  his  glass.  Nervous  volunteers  and 
recruits  who  had  never  been  under  fire  were  inspired  by  the 
<^d  man's  presence,  as  he  thus  identified  himself  with  his 
troops ;  for  Taylor  always  looked  upon  the  fight  through  his 
awn  eyes,  using  staff-officers  or  dispensing  with  them  as  the 
torn  of  action  might  require.  Scott,  on  the  other  hand,  while 
exacting  the  most  scrupulous  respect  and  deference  to  him- 
self, aimed  constantly  to  give  each  officer  in  return  who 
served  under  him  tbe  just  allowance  of  duty  and  chance  for 
distinguished  gallantry  according  to  his  rank ;  and  acting  by 
role  he  would  move  the  whole  machine  forward  with" system 
and  precision.  He  used  more  than  Taylor  did  the  eyes  of  his 
staff  officers,  and,  knowing  his  own  importance,  avoided 
personal  exposure.  Instead  of  giving  orders  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment,  to  meet  the  aspect  of  each  fresh  emergency, 
he  prepared  his  plans  deliberately  and  sent  his  written  orders 
about,  careful  compositions,  ^ith  an  ostentatious  pride  that 
history  should  say  that  what  he  wrote  down  he  accomplished. 
He  had  a  literary  style  of  his  own  inofficial  reports,  pungent, 
positive,  and  not  without  the  marks  of  scholarship ;  while 
Taylor's  despatches  were  brief  and  pithy  like  a  Spartan's,  and 
in  spite  of  Scott's  slui*s,  it  is  probable  that  he  composed  them. 
Taylor's  methods,  in  a  word,  were  unique  and  picturesque, 
fitted  for  striking  some  great  blow  and  winning  at  odds  a 
iMittle  that  would  turn  the  scale,  while  Scott's  comprehended 
the  operations  6t  a  whole  war.  Scott,  in  fine,  was  looked 
np  to  and  trusted  with  good  reason ;  he  bad  his  kind  side 
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but  he  ruled  by  force  and  discipline.  He  had,  moreoyer, 
his  blind  side,  for  he  was  vain-glorious,  fond  of  flattery, 
and  jealous  outside  of  his  profession ;  while  Taylor's  more 
amiable  ambition  and  even  his  obstinate  whims  endeared 
him  to  all  who  served  under  him ;  he  cared  tenderly  for  his 
men  as  men,  and  they  loved  him  tenderly  in  return. 

Army  nicknames  do  not  compass  the  epitome  of  charac- 
ter, but  they  hit  the  nail  somewhere ;  and  so  was  it  with  the 
contrasting  titles  we  have  hinted  at,  ''  Rough  and  Ready," 
and  '^  Fuss  and  Feathers. "  The  point  of  each  epithet  was 
obvious,  but  of  course  it  did  the  latter  hero  injustice,  as 
with  any  other  ruler  who  does  not  rule  by  sympathy.  A 
young  subaltern  of  this  war,  whose  military  star  was  at  no 
late  day  to  outshine  these  conspicuous  luminaries  by  reason 
of  exploits  on  a  scale  far  more  tremendous,  has  left  in  his 
own  memoirs  a  just  conception  of  the  contrast  these  com- 
manders presented  in  the  field.  His  record  may  be  trusted, 
for  he  served  under  both  Scott  and  Taylor.  "  With  their 
opposite  characteristics,"  he  writes, ''both  were  great  and 
successful  soldiers ;  both  were  true,  patiiotic,  and  upright 
in  aU  their  dealings."  * 

The  first  good  fortune  of  the  Mexican  war  went  to 
Taylor,  the  subordinate  in  rank,  who  better  won  the  public 
gratitude  which  through  life  he  never  forfeited.  The  bright 
planet  of  a  war  is  that  which  rises  first,  can  it  but  hold  its 
course  through  the  clouds  of  danger  and  hostile  rivalry  that 
gather  over  it ;  for  to  this  turns  the  fullest  confidence  of  a 
people  while  imagination  is  warm  and  the  hope  of  victory 
buoyant  Taylor  did  not  disappoint,  but  was  lustrous  with 
increasing  ray.  Inexperience  did  not  in  this  instance,  as  it 
often  does,  magnify  the  hero  beyond  his  correct  stature. 
With  bitter  pang  did  Scott  see  the  prime  glory  pass  to  a 
subordinate.  He  had  purposed  this  chief  distinction  for 
himself, — being  wide-reaching  and  ambitious,  a  presidential 
aspirant  for  civic  honora  these  many   years,    with   a  fair 

•  1  IT.  S.  Grant's  Memoirs,  139.' 
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foQowing.     Indeed  he  had  been  training  for  the  next  Whig 
candidacy  before  war  was  declared.*    Conscious  of  these 
political  hopes,  which  he  had  not  cherished  in  secret,  he  was 
aensitiYe  the  more  to  every  moye  of  this  hostile 
administration  which  tended  to  destroy  them.    Con-j^^y?^^ 
^resB  sanctioned  the  war ;  Taylor's  small  army  at 
the  Rio  Grande  was  thought  to  be  in  peril ;  f  and  at  this 
juiictare  it  was  that  our  commander-in-chief  was  led,  naturally 
enough,  to  suppose  that  he  would  be  sent  to  the  front  with 
re-enforcements  of  regulars  and  some  twenty  thousand  of  the 
new  volunteers,  and  in  the  heart  of  Mexico  conquer  a  peace. 
Such  a  responsibility  Scott  accepted  gladly, — working  at  the 
war  department  more  than  eleven  hours  a  day,  and  by 
candle-light,  to  organize  and  apportion  our  new  forces,  pro- 
vide their  transportation   and  supplies,  and   put  them  in 
proper  motion  from  their  respective  points.     He   had  in- 
tended leaving  Washington  about  the  last  of  May  to  take 
his  magnificent  tour  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi ;  after  as- 
suring himself  that  all  the  arrangements  over  this  vast  cir- 
cuit were  complete,  he  intended  proceeding  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
accompanied  by  troops  and  officers,  and  concentrating  upon 
his  person  the  gaze  of  the  whole  country.     All  this  and  more 
he  saw  in  the  night  visions  which  could  not  come  to  pass. 
He  soon  heard  that  the  President  was  besieged  by  Demo- 
cratic congressmen  who  came  to  remonstrate  against  this  pro- 
gramme,— alleging,  by  a  divination  of  Scott's  own  hopes,  that 
his  success,  which  was  certain  should  he  be  sent  to  Mexico, 
would  prostrate  their  party  in  1848,  and   perhaps  forever. 
Scott  found  the  wary  President  faltering  in  his  first  inten- 
tion, and  soon  saw  that  artful  intriguer  in  politics,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  laboring  with  the  Senate  military  committee 
to  amend  a  bill  they  were  about  to  introduce  so  as  to  add 
new  major-generals  to  the  regular  establishment.     Scott  in- 
stantly denounced  the  trick  of  raising •  others  to  his  rank; 
and  Marcy  in  return  tried  to  give  him  a  lecture.     Thoroughly 

#  "  He  la  now  in  full  chase  of  the  Presidenoy/'  wrote  Seward  in  Jan* 
wij,lS46.    1  Seward's  Life,  771. 
tfleevoLiy.  P.52S. 
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irritated,  the  general-in-chief  flung  into  the  Secretary's  teeth, 
the  next  day,  an  indiscreet  letter,  which,  after  some  ridicu- 
lous mention  of  his  having  stepped  out  to  take  ^^  a  hasty 
plate  of  soup,"  referred  significantly  to  the  '^  fire  upon  the 
rear"  which  he  had  to  endure  from  ^'peraons  in  high 
places."  Forty-eight  hours  later  came  despatches  from 
Taylor  which  announced  his  safety  and  removed  the  first 
pressure  of  common  anxiety.  Scott  thereupon  was  notified 
that  he  would  not  be  sent  to  Mexico.  Taylor  about  the  same 
time  was  ofi9ciaUy  informed  that  the  President  assigned  him 
to  the  command  at  the  front,  and  meant  to  continue  him  in 
it.  Scott  bore  his  vexation  as  calmly  as  he  could,  and  pur- 
sued his  onerous  routine,  after  appealing  in  vain  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  President.  In  September  he  renewed  a  standing 
request  he  had  already  filed,  to  take  command  at 
™  the  front,  but  in  a  cold  and  polite  note  Secretary 
Marcy  informed  him  that  the  President  declined  to  supersede 
General  Taylor  in  conducting  the  campaign.  Scott  consoled 
himself  as  he  might  in  the  thought  that,  at  all  events.  Whig 
leadership  in  the  field  had  impressed  the  country  too  power- 
fully for  the  administration  party  to  supersede  it.*  Taylor 
had  ere  this  been  promoted,  with  public  acclamation,  to 
major-general,  and  his  brilliant  victories,  achieved  before  the 
war  was  two  months  old,'  put  him  practically  and  perman- 
ently above  all  others  on  the  army  list,  Scott  alone  ex- 
cepted. 

The  vexed  commander,  in  his  September  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  had  argued  that  the  gallant  Taylor  both 
expected  and  desired  him  to  take  command  in  the  field. 
And  this  a  little  earlier  was  true  enough.  Taylor's  ambition 
did  not  easily  kindle ;  starting  with  no  political  aspirations, 
all  his  thoughts  and  wishes  were  occupied  in  bringing  this 
war  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  close.  As  a  loyal  ofllcer, 
who  respected  his  superior,  he  had  not  only  wished  but 
expected   that  Scott  would  be  assigned  to  duty  over  him 


*Se6  letten  in  1  Ck)leinan'B  CrittendeD,  24^-250;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft, 
370,  371. 
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at  the  Bio  Grande ;  he  had  resolved  to  take  his  superioi-'s 
orders  and  give  him  evei-y  support.*  Taylor  had  little  ac- 
qaaintance  with  politicianH, — little  of  politics  at  all  except 
to  apply  honest  common  sense  to  political  problems  when- 
ever tiiey  should  arise ;  and,  like  any  true  officer  of  the  army 
or  navy,  he  aimed  most  of  all  to  serve  the  flag  and  the  in- 
separable Union  with  his  whole  soul,  and  if  need  be,  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  country.  He  was  a  Whig  chiefly  by 
bis  prepossessions,  had  long  admired  Clay  and  felt  a  repug- 
nance to  Jackson,  and  he  cherished  a  preference  almost 
bigoted  for  gilt  buttons  and  army  blue  of  home  manufac- 
tore.t  As  a  Southerner,  Taylor  had  invested  in  slave  prop- 
erty, owning  a  plantation  near  Bilton  Rouge,  Louisiana, 
whither  he  retreated  when  off  duty  to  live  the  patriarchal 
life  humanely, — unlike  Scott  in  this  respect,  whose  long 
headquarters  at  New  York  and  the  Capital  identified  Mm 
rather  with  freedom.  The  additional  rank  now  conferred  on 
him  by  the  President  and  the  compliments  so  abundantly 
poured  out  by  Congress  and  various  State  legislatures  could 
not  but  please  Taylor  greatly,  as  the  tribute  of  American 
citizens  to  a  fellow-citizen ;  and  being  assigned  to  so  honor- 
able and  responsible  a  command  at  length,  he  did  not  feel 
himself  at  liberty  to  decline  it.  It  was  late  in  July 
when,  to  his  surprise,  he  learned  that  Polk's  ad- 
ministration had  elected  him  to  conduct  the  war  against 
Mexico,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  major-general ;  and  with 
this  official  information  came  a  plan  of  the  coming  campaign 
and  a  statement  of  the  number  and  description  ^^  y  ,  ^ 
the  troops  to  be  employed.     But  Taylor's  supplies  ^  ' 

for  the  new  troops  did  not  correspond  to  the  plan ;  nor  had 
the  first  wagon  or  wheel-carriage  additional  to  what  he 
brought  from  Corpus  Christi  reached  him  when  September 

*  Taylor's  lettera  in  1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  255. 

t  By  way  of  illustrating  Taylor's  character,  Scott  narrates  that  the  for- 
mer had  indorsed  a  friend's  note  in  the  time  of  the  Kentucky  speculations, 
when  presently  the  rage  for  paper-money  brought  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
Taylor  became  liable ;  but  refusing  to  take  advantage  of  stop-laws  or  any 
other  expedient  of  the  demagogues,  he  insisted  upon  paying  all  he  owed 
in  specie  coin  of  the  United  States.    2  Scott's  Autobiography,  390. 
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was  half  expired.  It  seems  that  as  soon  as  he  had  found 
war  with  Mexico  inevitable  he  had  made  requisition  on  the 
governors  of  Louisiana  and  Texas  for  some  five  thousand 
men,  to  be  brought  into  service  for  as  long  a  term  as  the  laws 
would  permit, — not,  as  he  informed  the  War  Department 
and  Major-General  Gaines,  to  aid  in  defending  Ameiican  soil, 
but  so  that  he  might  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy*s  country. 
Gaines,  superior  in  rank,  but  superannuated  in  all  else  but 
ambition  of  command,  managed  chiefly  to  embarrass  Taylor 
by  his  officious  muster  of  troops  never  called  for  ;*  and  after 
the  War  Department  decided  that  even  of  such  volunteers 
as  were  summoned  properly  none  could  be  legally  held  be- 
yond a  three  months'  term,  though  called  out  for  six  months, 
Taylor  could  do  little  but  discharge  them  and  put  the  new 
twelve  months*  volunteers  in  their  places  as  fast  as  they  ar- 
rived. These  new  volunteera  were  landed,  not  where  Taylor 
had  hoped  to  concentrate  them,  but  nearly  three  hundred 
miles  from  the  enemy,  with  a  wilderness  intervening  for 
nearly  half  the  distance,  and  not  the  means  brought  with 
them  of  removing,  by  land  or  water,  a  barrel  of  pork  or  flour, 
besides  being  deficient  in  many  other  articles  of  comfort. 
With  all  these  drawbacks,  however,  Taylor's  disposition  was 
to  make  the  best  of  such  resources  as  he  had,  and  go 
through  one  campaign,  at  least,  determined  to  cany  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Executive  and  win  an  honorable  peace.  It 
was  not  his  custom  to  complain ;  but  to  Crittenden  who  had 
boldly  taken  his  part  in  the  Senate  he  wrote  of  his  misgivings 
in  confidence.  Not  less  than  Scott,  whose  political  foes  had 
insinuated  that  he  idled  his  time  away  from  the  post  to 
which  his  country  called  him,  and  shunned  the  field  of  dan- 
ger, did  Taylor  distrust  the  plausible  friendship  of  this  ad- 
ministration. Editorial  remarks  in  the  Union^  the  govern- 
ment newspaper,  and  speeches  made  in  Congress  by  Sevier 
and  other  Democrats  high  in  the  cabinet  confidence,  when 
silence  from  the  distant  border  followed  the  declaration  of 
war  and  our  little  army  was  thought  to  be  in  peril,  led  Tay- 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  M2. 
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lor  to  the  oonyiction  tiiat  had  he  failed  to  extricate  himself 
from  his  dangers  tlie  administration  and  its  friends  would 
have  thrown  on  him  at  once  the  whole  responsibility  of  pre- 
cipitating the  war.  ^^  These  Democrats,"  wrote  Taylor,  in 
confidence,  ''  stood  ready  and  had  made  up  their  minds  to 
have  Bworn  on  the  Holy  Bible,  had  the  Executive  required 
it,  that  I  had  received  no  order  to  take  a  position  on  the 
Rio  Grande."* 

The  news  from  our  southwestern  frontier  which  provoked 
Polk's  message  and  the  act  of  Congress  declaring  war  with 
Mexioo,t  showed  Taylor  and  his  army  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  threatening  Matamoras  opposite,  and 
occQpying  already  the  disputed  soil  between  that  river  and 
the  Nueces  to  the  eastward,  which  Texas,  under  its  Ameri- 
can usarpers,  had  indeed  voted  into  its  independent  juris- 
diction, but  which  Mexico  alone  had  peopled,  claiming  stiU 
and  with  at  least  the  better  reason,  that  this  domain  was 
part  of  its  own  republic  still, — ^Texas,  the  revolting  province, 
Jiaving  been  bounded  while  belonging  to  Mexico  by  the  inner 
river,  the  Nueces.  |  As  far  back  as  May  28,  1845,  was  it, 
and  before  our  present  administration  had  been  in 

1S45 

aathoiity  three  months,  that  Zachary  Taylor  was 
ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  put  his  forces  where 
tbey  might  act  in  defence  of  Texas.     This  was  in  pursuance 
of  the  immediate  admission  of  the  Texan  Republic  into  the 
American  Union.      Nothing  in  this  general's  first  position 
at  Corpus  Ghristi,  on  the  genuine  frontier  of  Mexico,  indi- 
cated hostilities  beyond  protecting  Texas  as  one  of  our  con- 
federacy.    But  Mexico's  refusal  to  receive  Slidell  as  a  resi- 
dent envoy    (which  she  had   never  promised   to   do)    was 
resented  as  an  act  leading  necessarily  to  war.     President  Polk 
pledged  himself  to  avenge  it;   '^  our  cup  of  forbearance  was 
exhausted.  "§     With  the  general  object  of  seizing  whatever 
territory  we  wanted  if  Mexico  would  not  stop  to  negotiate, 

*  Taylor  to  J.  J.  Crittenden,  1  Coleman*H  Crittenden,  251. 

f  Vol.  iv.  p.  528;  Act  May  13, 1846. 

I  Vol.  iv.  p.  527. 

{  lb.  pp.  63^-528 ;  despatch  of  Jan.  28,  1846. 
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Secretary  Marcy  instructed  Taylor  to  advance  and  occupy 
a  position  near  the  e:ist  bank  of  the  Rio  del  Norte 
JittM[3.  (^'*  Grande)  and  opposite   Matamoras.      At  the 
same  time  our  naval  squadron  was  re-enforced  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  for  by  this  time  the  failure  of  Slidell's 
mission  seemed  probable.     Taylor*s  orders  forbade  him  to 
contest  the  common  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  to  treat 
the  Mexicans  at  once  as  enemies ;  but  should  Mexico  assume 
that  character  by  a  declaration  of  war  or  by  any  open  act 
of  hostility  he  was  not  to  confine  himself  to  the  defensive.* 
With  a  little  corps  of  but  thirty-five  hundred   men, — ^well 
drilled,  however,  as  few  armies  have  been,  for  efficient  ser- 
vice,— Taylor  broke  camp  in  March  at  Corpus  Christi,  in 
obedience  of  these   orders,  and   advanced,  as  we 
have  described,!  into  the  heart  of  that  now  dis- 
puted country  which  none  but  Mexicans  had  hitherto  pos- 
sessed.    Point  Isabel,  a  rocky  eminence  at  the  seashore,  he 
selected  as  his  depot  of  supplies,  and   thither  the  greater 
part  of  his  military  stores  were  sent  by  water. 

Taylor,  as  a  soldier,  knew  of  no  duty  but  to  obey  orders. 
On  March  19,  when  the  Little  Colorado  was  readied,  Mex- 
ican cavalry  warned  him  that  the  passage  of  that  stream 
would  be  considered  an  act  of  invasion;  but  he  crossed 
without  hesitation,  and  on  the  24th  halted  at  a  village 
near  Point  Isabel, — the  inhabitants  fleeing  at  his  approach, 
after  applying  the  torch  to  their  dwellings.  Arriving  at 
length  opposite  Matamoras,  Taylor  opened  a  parley  with 
the  Mexican  General  Mejia  across  the  river.  The  parley 
was  fruitless  except  to  confirm  the  protests  which  Mex- 
ican officers  and  deputations  had  ah'cady  made  so  repeat- 
edly, that  Taylor's  march  to  the  Rio  Grander  was  a  wanton 
invasion  of  the  soil  of  their  republic  and  an  act  of  war. 
Taylor  next  threw  up  his  fortifications  on  the  left  bank, 
in  front  of  Matamoras,  and  pointed  his  cannon  at  the  town, 

•  U.  8.  DocB.  29th  Cong.  Seas.  1 ;  8  li.  H.  Bancroft's  Pacific  States,  346; 
73  Niles,  235-238. 
t  Vol.  iv.  p.  527. 
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feding  that  a  conflict  might  be  precipitated  at  any  moment 
Mejia  on  the  other  bank  prepared  for  an  assault ;  the  f orti- 
fb^ns  of  the  town  were  strengthened,  and  to  increase  the 
military  force  ahready  concentrated  there,  Paredes,  now 
President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  despatched  General 
Ampadia  with  troops  enough  to  swell  the  defending  force 
to  aboat  five  thousand,  and  placed  him  iu  command.  This 
last  was  a  military  error ;  Ampudia's  reputation  was  bad  at 
Matamoras ;  and  to  aUay  the  discontent  of  the  people  Paredes 
next  sapplanted  him  by  Arista,  another  general,  leaving 
Ampadia  still  as  second  in  command.  This  was  another 
military  error  ;  its  effect  was  to  sow  dissension  between  the 
Mexican  chiefs,  and  make  their  army  quite  inferior  in  confi- 
dence and  capacity  to  the  American  force,  ably  handled 
and  admirably  disciplined,  of  little  more  than  half  its  size. 
Ampndia,  arriving  first  at  Matamoras  and  supposing  hiiu- 
wlf  in  secure  command,  warned  Taylor  peremptorily 
tiiat  unless  he  broke  up  his  camp  in  tweuty-foui* 
iKNirs  and  retired  beyond  the  bank  of  the  Nueces,  Mexico 
would  accept  the  challenged  war.  It  was  Arista,  however, 
▼ho  reached   Matamoras   twelve  davs  later  with  .    „  ^ 

.     .  J  ^t^  "     1  ../.-.  April  24. 

sapenor  commission,  and  on  the  same  day  notified 
oar  American  commander  that  he  considered  hostilities  al- 
ready begun  and  should  prosecute  them.     Arista's  plan  was 
next  to  throw  troops  across  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  same  day 
and  force  Taylor's  troops  to  an  engagement.     While  this 
plan  was  in  awkward  execution,  a  small  party  of  American 
dragoons,  sent  under  Captain  Thornton  to  reconnoitre,  fell 
into  a  Mexican  ambuscade  and  were  captured  by  a  superior 
force  after  some  fighting.     This  was  the  collision  of  arms, 
the^e  were  the  circumstances  of  provocation,  upon  which 
President  Polk  based  his  impassioned  message  to  Congress 
of  the  11th  of  May,  upon  receipt  of  the  news, — alleging  with 
brazen  effrontery  that  Mexico  had  passed  our  boundai*y, 
bad  invaded  our  territory,  and  had  shed  American  blood 
upon  American  soil.*     And  it  was  to  meet  this  emergency, 

*  We  have  shown,  that,  even  before  receiving  this  news,  President 
Folk  dedred  to  declare  war.    See  vol.  iv.  p.  527. 
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that  our  CongresB  at  once  responded  with  its  audacioos 
declaration  of  war,  as  existing  already  '^by  the  act  of 
Mexico."* 

That  war  had  already  b^un,  in  the  just  estimation  of  the 
hostile  commanders,  is  evident ;  but  which  of  the  two  re- 
publics had  provoked  hostilities  was  quite  another  question. 
Captain  Thornton's  little  skirmish,  with  its  sanguinary  re- 
sults, was  not  magnified  by  Taylor  too  greatly ;  indeed  he 
blamed  Thornton  for  exposing  his  dragoons  in  too  great 
contempt  of  the  enemy,  and  had  him  court-martialled  for 
disobedience  of  orders. f  But  blood,  whether  Mexican  or 
American,  was  not  to  be  held  so  precious  after  Arista's  plain 
declaratiou.  To  a  people  long  disused  to  war,  the  first  few 
drops  that  are  spilt  in  token  of  an  issue  are  redder  than  the 
seas  incarnadine  after  war  has  begun  in  earnest.  Arista 
went  on,  and  so  did  Taylor,  in  warlike  preparation, — the  one 
to  regain  the  costly  soil  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
Nueces,  the  other  to  cross  the  river  westward  and  strike 
into  the  very  heart  of  Mexico.  Taylor  pursued  instructions ; 
he  had  no  sanction  of  Congress  to  wait  for.  He  anticipated 
Arista's  design,  which  was  to  throw  troops  above 
and  below,  and  capture  his  base  of  supplies;  and 
while  foi-tifying  his  camp  opposite  Matamoras  he  found  the 
communications  already  cut  off.  It  was  a  dark  hour  for 
our  army  and  its  commander.  Re-enforcements  for  the 
Mexican  host  were  constantly  arriving,  while  our  troops 
were  far  from  external  aid.  Arista's  troops  hovered  in  force 
upon  our  general's  fiank  and  rear.  On  the  1st  of  May, 
Taylor  marched  back  to  the  relief  of  Point  Isabel  with  his 
main  body,  leaving  at  the  new  fort  he  had  built  by  the  Rio 
Grande,  now  about  finished,  a  small  garrison  under  charge 
of  Major  Brown,  whose  orders  were  to  defend  this  fort  to 
the  last,  and  if  the  enemy  should  surround  it,  to  fire  signal- 

•  See  vol.  i V.  pp.  5*26,  .527.  And  see  73  Niles,  235-238 ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft, 
360-353. 

t  Taylor  to  Crittenden,  1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  251.  Thornton's  party 
was  63  strong.  One  account  says  that  7  wore  killed ;  another  that  about 
16  were  killed  and  wounded. 
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gons  at  inteirals  which  might  be  heard  on  the  road.  The 
MexicanB,  as  feared,  took  early  advantage  of  Taylor's  de- 
parture, and  at  daylight  on  Sunday  morning,  May  3d,  opened 
their  batteries  upon  the  new  fort.  Their  cannonade  was 
retomed,  though  with  little  effect  on  either  side,  until,  on 
the  6th,  Major  Brown  received  a  mortal  wound  from  a  f all- 
iDgsheO,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  Captain  Hawkins. 
On  the  7th  Arista  summoned  the  garrison  to  surrender,  and 
Hawkins  called  a  council  of  war.  But  the  unanimous  voice 
followed  Taylor's  injunction:  "Defend  the  fort  to  the 
death!"  Arista  resumed  his  cannonade;  but  the  boom  of 
Taylor's  guns  in  the  distance  soon  gave  our  garrison  confi- 
dence that  they  had  decided  right.  For  one  week  altogether 
did  this  intrepid  band  sustain  the  bombardment, — a  week  of 
fatigae  and  painful  suspense,  but  of  few  serious  casualties. 
In  honor  of  the  major  who  breathed  his  last  shortly  before 
his  general  returned  in  triumph,  the  work  was  named  Fort 
Brown.* 

Taylor  meantime  had  reached  Point  Isabel,  with  his  main 
force  on  the  2d  of  May.     He  met  no  enemy  during  his  march 
of  some  twenty -seven  miles,  and  found  all  safe  at  this  base 
npon  his  arrival.     But  signal  guns  broke  the  air  from  the 
distant  fort,  and  on  the  7th  be  started  back  to  its  relief, 
with  ordnance   supplies  and   provisions.     His  active  force 
now  numbered  2,300 ;  for  the  raw  recruits  from  home  who 
had  reached  Point  Isabel  were  fit  only  for  garrison  duty  and 
left  behind.     Taylor's  reverse  march  was  not  to  be  an  easy 
one ;  for  Arista,  the  Mexican  commander,  had  now  taken  up 
a  strong  position  on  the  road,  at  a  place  called  Palo  Alto, 
about  nine  miles  from  Matamoras,  with  united  forces,  vari- 
ously stated  from  4,000  to  6,000,  and  offered  battle.     An 
hour  before  noon  on  the  8th  Taylor  came  in  sight 
of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  and  stretch-      *^ 
ing  more  than  a  mile  across  a  level  and  grassy  plain,  which 
skirted  the  edge  of  a  chapaiTal  thicket,  and  was  flanked  by 

•  S  H.  H.  Bancroft,  3S5,  and  authorities  cited ;  Ripley,  Kendall,  etc. 
Besides  Major  Brown,  one  sergeant  was  killed,  and  ten  (or  as  some  state, 
thirteen,)  were  wounded. 
VOL.  v.— 3 
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Bwampy  pools.  A  squadroD  of  Mexican  cavalry  Bupported 
the  right ;  on  the  left  stood  Torre jon's  command  with  a  splen- 
did corps  of  lancers ;  while  along  the  rest  of  the  line  were 
infantry  masses  with  an  alternate  battery.  Taylor's  troops 
were  formed  at  once  in  attacking  columns  under  protection 
of  dragoons,  and  moved  steadily  forward  to  within  cannon 
range,  when  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  opened.  Our 
column  being  then  deployed  into  line,  while  the  infantry  kept 
in  the  rear  at  supporting  distance,  Ringgold's  artillery  an- 
swered the  Mexican  battery  with  fearful  effect.  In  a  battle 
bravely  fought  Taylor  maintained  the  prudent  defensive, 
seeing  how  greatly  he  was  outnumbered,  and  relied  mainly 
upon  his  artillery.  In  short,  Palo  Alto,  the  first  real  en- 
gagement of  the  Mexican  war,  was  purely  a  cannon  fight, 
and  a  singular  one, — in  which  the  superiority  of  the  Ameri- 
can arm,  as  well  as  of  American  generalship,  was  quickly 
apparent.  Posted  simply  to  sustain  their  batteries,  our  in- 
fantry stood  at  a  safe  range  and  saw  opposing  artillery  con- 
test the  field;  while  Arista,  obtuse  to  the  situation,  and 
jealous,  probably,  of  Ampudia's  better  advice,  exposed  his 
troops  obstinately  to  the  unequal  fire,  sacrificing  them  thereby 
about  five  to  our  one.  Ringgold  on  our  side  was  mortally 
wounded;  but  Duncan,  posted  with  artillery  at  the  other 
extreme,  had  managed  his  guns  with  equal  skill  and  address, 
while  two  eighteen-pounders  at  the  centre  shook  the  field 
with  a  steady  concussion.  The  wadding  from  Duncan's 
guns  having  set  fire  to  the  tall  grass,  thick  smoke  shut  out 
the  two  armies  from  each  other's  sight  for  a  space  in  the 
afternoon.  The  cessation  of  carnage  thus  caused  was  to  the 
American  advantage ;  for  when  Arista  changed  his  front, 
Taylor  moved  to  correspond ;  and  soon  the  Mexican  line 
grew  restive  and  impatient  under  a  cannonade  more  murder- 
ous and  deadly  than  before.  In  vain  did  Ampudia  urge 
his  superior  to  order  a  chaise  with  bayonets.  Arista  hesi- 
tated until  it  was  too  late  for  courage,  and  when  the  order 
was  given  the  men  advanced,  dispirited  and  distrusting  their 
commander,  only  to  be  rolled  back  in  confusion  by  the  scour- 
ing fire  of  the  Americans.     Darkness  shrouded  the  scene. 
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and  both  ftrmies  encamped  for  the  night,  among  their  dead 
and  dying  companions.* 

At  sunrise  of  the  following  day,  Arista  began  to  retreat 
towards  Matamoras,  execrated  by  his  troops  already;  but 
800Q  halting,  he  took  up  a  new  position  at  the  Resaca  de 
lahdma,  resolved  to  try  once  more  the  ordeal  of 
battle,  should  Taylor  persist  in  advancing.  At  ^ 
a  coancil  of  war  on  the  previous  night  Taylor,  though  unsup- 
ported by  the  prevalent  opinion  of  his  officers,  had  decided 
to  renew  the  march  at  once,  and  issued  orders  accord- 
ingly. Packing  his  train  on  the  field  of  Palo  Alto,  and  send- 
ing back  the  wounded  to  Point  Isabel,  he  started,  after  the 
DOOD-day  meal,  upon  the  route  already  taken  by  the  Mexican 
inny,  now  marked  by  ghastly  heaps  of  their  unburied  dead, 
lying  in  spots  which  showed  how  bravely  they  had  stood  up 
to  meet  their  useless  slaughter  of  the  day  preceding.  About 
foor  in  the  afternoon  Arista's  new  position  was  reached, 
which,  onlike  that  of  the  8th,  had  been  chosen  for  safe  re- 
sistance, 80  that  Mexican  batteries  might  sweep  the  road 
without  engaging  in  a  general  combat.  Here,  on  a  slight 
rapine  intersecting  the  main  road,  the  Mexican  troops  were 
already  posted,  defended  in  front  by  sections  of  artillery, 
tod  well  secured  in  the  rear  against  the  possibility  of  being 
outflanked.  Taylor  perceived  at  once  that  the  great  strug- 
gle mast  be  along  the  road  where  these  batteries  were  placed, 
with  a  ditch  and  breast- work  in  front.  Forming  his  troops 
w  best  he  might,  he  forced  the  action  at  once, — the  enemy 
pointing  their  cannon  and  raining  on  our  ranks  a  shower  of 
grape-shot.  At  evei7  discharge  of  the  Mexican  artillery 
the  road  was  swept,  nor  could  our  columns  move  f  oiw^ard  in 
earnest  without  dislodging  first  the  Mexicans  from  their 
strong  position    and    capturing   their   pieces.     Lieutenant 


*  Kendall ;  Ripley,  passim ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  35^-356.  Bancroft's 
ezoeUent  narrative  makes  too  important  the  reflection  of  one  writer  upon 
OenenU  Taylor  for  not  ordering  a  charge  apon  the  Mexicans  late  in  the 
aftanKxm,  so  as  to  sweep  the  field.  This  is  hypcrcriticism.  The  dispar- 
ity of  the  two  armies  in  numbers  was  sufficient  reason  for  avoiding  so  ter^ 
fpde  and  iiee41e0B  a  risk. 
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Ridgely,  the  successor  of  the  gallant  Ringgold,  advanced 
his  battery  with  this  end  in  view,  supported  by  infantry  reg- 
iments which  were  deployed  as  skirmishers.  It  soon  be- 
came a  hand-to-hand  struggle  up  the  ravine  and  through  the 
clumpy  thickets,  where  man  engaged  with  man,  and  the 
little  groups  of  soldiery,  while  pointing  their  muskets  pro- 
miscuously through  the  dense  bushes,  lost  sight  repeatedly 
of  their  officers.  But  in  nerve,  steadiness,  and  confidence, 
and  in  the  skill,  too,  with  which  they  were  handled,  the 
American  troops  for  the  second  time  showed  a  decided  ad- 
vantage. From  the  first  moment  of  conflict  our  army  pressed 
its  advance  at  every  point  except  along  the  road  where  a 
Mexican  battery  kept  up  its  incessant  play.  '^  You  must 
take  that  battery,"  said  Taylor  to  Captain  May,  w^ho  led  a 
squadron  of  dragoons.  The  officer  wheeled  upon  his  horse, 
and  with  his  stern  riders,  whose  steeds  pattered  their  iron 
hoofs,  was  soon  at  the  brass  muzzles  which  had  done  such 
damage.  One  discharge  from  the  battery  tore  through  our 
squadron,  striking  men  and  horses  to  the  ground  by  its  con- 
cussion; but  as  the  smoke  uplifted,  May's  war-horse  was 
seen  leaping  the  ditch,  breastwork  and  all,  pressed  closely 
by  his  remaining  followers,  whose  plumes  streamed  wildly ; 
down,  down,  did  they  ride  the  enemy's  artillery-men,  dis- 
persing them  with  their  sabres  in  wild  disorder.  The  Mex- 
ican infantry  now  closed  in  to  recover  the  pieces ;  but  Tay- 
lor seized  the  golden  moment  to  order  a  charge.  With  loud 
hurrah  our  5th  and  8th  infantry  pressed  forward  at  a  run 
along  the  road  and  over  the  breastwork,  just  after  May,  with 
six  of  his  dragoons,  while  grasping  a  Mexican  general  for 
their  prisoner,  had  been  driven  back.  That  charge  decided 
the  battle  of  the  Resaca  de  la  Palma.  The  defeat  of  the 
Mexican  forces  became  a  rout,  and  the  foe  fled  to  the  Rio 
Grande  in  panic  and  tumultuous  flight,  seeking  a  safe  refuge 
within  the  walls  of  Matamoras.  Pursued  to  the  river's  edge, 
a  great  number  of  them  were  drowned  while  attempting  to 
swim  acros8. 

This  second  conflict  had  taken  place  at  but  some  three 
miles'  distance  from  Fort  Brown,  whose  besieged  garrison 
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might  have  beeil  seen  listening  anxiously  to  the  distant  can- 
nonadiug  of  the  day  before.  Their  hopes  rose  inexpressibly 
this  afternoon  when  the  boom  of  the  guns  re-opened  so 
moch  nearer  their  ramparts.  At  length  when,  nearly  at 
sonset,  they  saw  the  Mexican  cavalry  plunging  wildly  over 
thepbuD,  with  tlie  broken  foot-soldiery  behind  them,  running 
Id  disorder,  they  kneW  that  their  relief  was  accomplished. 
Wearied  but  triumphant,  Taylor's  troops  returned  into  the 
fort  whence  they  had  marched  a  week  before,  and  were  em- 
braced by  their  brave  companions.* 

The  victory  on  tlie  American  side  was  complete.  The 
Mexicans  lost  all  their  artillery,  war  material,  and  baggage, 
besides  Arista's  private  papers.  Against  this  defeated 
general,  whose  obstinacy  and  hesitation  had  cost  the  Mexi- 
can Republic  its  most  precious  opportunity,  the  people's 
ontcry  was  unanimous ;  and  his  government,  concealing  its 
own  indiscretion  in  keeping  Ampudia  under  him,  stripped 
Arista  of  his  command  and  sent  him  to  a  court-martial. 
But  hamiliated  though  they  had  been  by  an  enemy  so  gi*eatly 
inferior  in  numbers  to  their  own,  the  courage  and  pertinacity 
of  the  Mexican  troops  could  not  but  compel  the  respect  of 
their  adversaries.  With  more  training  and  under  better 
leaders  they  might  make  stubborn  f  oemen,  and  at  least  they 
fought  with  that  best  of  omens,  their  country's  cause.  The 
death  figures  were  less  in  our  favor  on  the  second  day's  fight 
than  the  first;  yet  the  Mexican  slaughter  was  by  far  the 
greater,  and  from  one  fifth  to  one  third  of  Arista's  whole 
army  was  lost  in  the  two  engagements. f 

These  military  operations  were  not  of  immense  magnitude, 
bat  their  recital  at  home  made  a  profound  impression.  The 
cloud  of  despondency  was  lifted,  which  had  been  gathering 
over  our  nation's  capital  ever  since  the  hazardous  step  was 


*  H.  H.  Bancroft,  357-.360;  Narratives  of  Kendall  and  Ripley,  passim. 

t  See  fif^res  and  conflictinf^  statements  concerning  them  collated  in 
a  H.  H.  Bancroft,  360.  The  Mexican  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
fogr  is  not  easily  computed.  Taylor  reported  a  total  of  forty-three  killed 
And  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  wounded  in  the  two  engagements, — the 
ehief  lorn  being  at  Besaca  de  la  Palma. 
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taken  of  declaring  open  hostilities  with  Mexico;  and  o 
little  army  was  seen,  not  shattered  to  pieces,  but  full 
spiiit,  finely  officered,  and  urging  on  its  work  under  a  cs 
able  leader,  who  had  not  dallied  for  distant  orders  to  rea 
him.  Our  successes  were  indeed  brilliant,  and  won  in  tt 
first  flush  of  res|)onsible  war  when  battle  scenes  are  magnifi 
in  their  image,  and  evei-y  great  victory  seems  to  the  popu! 
mind,  unused  to  such  experiences,  the  finishing  stro) 
Taylor  concentrated  the  public  gaze  at  once,  and  his  fortui 
rose  rapidly.  He  was  the  hero  of  the  new  hour.  Hon< 
and  quick  promotion  came  from  the  administration, — sp<. 
taneously,  all  the  more,  since  the  conferring  of  tliem  ga 
Scott  an  opportune  slight  But  detached  from  polit 
though  he  had  hitherto  been,  this  junior  officer  was  for  tl 
very  reason  to  prove  a  worse  thorn  in  the  President's  flt 
than  the  senior  soldier  who  sought  successorship  by  1 
sword.  Popular  gratitude  works  out  in  choosing  the  bei 
factor  President  of  the  United  States,  or  at  least  in  talki 
of  doing  so.  Whigs  at  once  began  to  talk  of  the  new  h< 
as  an  available  candidate,  and  one  of  their  wisest  politicit 
sent  him  a  private  message  by  an  army  officer,  advising  h 
to  keep  his  eye  towards  Mexico,  and  the  Presidential  questi 
would  take  care  of  itself.*  With  no  such  exalted  ideas  ; 
germinating  in  his  brain,  Taylor  had  gone  on  despatchi 
his  work  in  the  meantime,  ignorant  of  what  politicians  w« 
machinating  at  home.  Ready  in  about  one  more  week 
assume  again  the  military  offensive,  and  having 
'  "heavy  mortars  brought  up  from  Point  Isabel,  a 
a  fleet  of  small  boats  collected,  he  gave  orders  on  May  1' 
for  our  troops  to  pass  over  to  Matamoras.  The  mortif 
Arista,  unable  to  arrange  an  armistice,  abandoned  the  to 
with  the  remnant  of  his  forces;  and  on  the  18th  Taylor  a 
his  American  army  bore  the  national  colors  across  tlie  1 
Grande  and  occupied  Matamoras  without  resistance, 
was  early  in  June  that  Arista  received  his  orders  of  rcmov 
while  on  the  retreat ;  to  General  Mejia  he  resigned  his  f  u 

•  1  Thurlow  Weed's  Life,  c.  58. 
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ti?e  command.  Taylor,  now  indispntably  in  the  enemy's 
coontry,  deemed  it  best  not  to  interfere  with  the 
mimicipal  laws  of  Mexico ;  and  Matamoras,  as  well 
as  Camaigo  aod  the  other  small  towns  in  this  vicinity  whose 
sabmission  was  tendered,  bore  few  of  those  hardships  which 
are  incident  to  military  occupation.  All  religious  and  civil 
rights  of  the  inhabitants  were  respected,  and  whatever 
rapplies  our  army  received  were  punctiliously  paid  for.* 

Taylor's  new  station  of  exalted  confidence,  as  wc  have 
Been  from  his  private  letters,  was  by  no  means  enviable. 
He  placed  very  little  faith  in  President  Polk;  nor  did  pro- 
motion and  the  honor  of  being  preferred  to  our  general-in- 
chief  to  conduct  the  war  in  the  heait  of  Mexico,  blind  him 
to  the  difficulties  he  must  encounter.     Embarrassed  by  the 
arriyal  of   superfluous  volunteers   for  brief   terms  of  ser- 
m,  by  his  inadequate  means  of  transportation, 
and  by   the   conflicting   letters,   moreover,    which  ^^'^f" 
reached  him  from  Scott  and  Secretary  Marcy,  show- 
ing that  plot  and  counter-plot  were  colliding  at  Washing- 
ton under  the  glazed  surface  of  military  orders,!  it  is  not 
strange  if  this  honest  hero  felt  his  prospects  of  success 
somewhat  marred  under  the  new  conditions  imposed  upon 
him.    No  wonder  that  he  was  reticent  about  giving  advice. 
What  do  you  think  (asked  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  July, 
with  caressing  confidence)   of  making   the   main   invasion 
from  some  point  on  the  sea  coast,  such  as  Tampico  or  Vera 
Cniz?    As  though  the  method  of  striking  at  the  City  of 
Mexico  were  to  depend  upon  his  new  favorite's  opinion. 
Taylor  thought  an  expedition  from  Tampico  impracticable ; 
and  as  to  Vera  Cruz  he  modestly  expressed  himself,  aware 
that  the  means  of  deciding  that  question,  like  the  irritating 
ambitions,  were  at  Washington  city.     That  operations,  how- 
ever, from  the  northern  frontier  should  not  look  to  the  Mexi- 
can capital,  but  simply  to  cutting  off  the  northern  provinces 


•  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  366,  367. 
t  Svqnra,  p.  10. 
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— this  opiDion  he  gave  clearly ;  and  to  Crittendeoy  the  ohij 
statesman  whom  he  trusted  as  his  personal  friend,  his  foil 
views  were  stated  clearly.  Saltillo,  by  way  of  Camargo  and 
Monterey,  was  a  highly  important  point  for  gathering  a  large 
force  to  cripple  communications  of  the  enemy ;  but  beyond 
that  point  his  present  advance  was  not  likely  to  be  main- 
tained. The  Hue  to  the  City  of  Mexico  should  be  from  Vera 
Cruz  when  the  season  permitted,  and  after  this  first  march 
was  accomplished.*  There  was  no  flaw  in  such  a  plan,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  in  assuming  that  with  an  administration  which 
hugged  the  wind  of  politics,  and  chose  its  own  political 
methods  in  secret, — liking  him  for  a  commander  only  be- 
cause it  liked  Scott  less, — he  might  hope  for  continuous 
countenance  long  enough  to  conduct  the  two  invading  ex- 
peditions in  sequence  in  his  own  person.  *^  On  to  the 
capital ! "  was  the  popular  cry  at  home,  senseless  as  in  all 
such  wars,  but  instinctive ;  and  the  administration  resolved, 
and  resolved  correctly,  that  for  effective  military  invasion, 
the  route  which  Cortes  took  was  the  true  one. 

The  twelve  months'  volunteers  began  gradually  to  arrive, 
and  Taylor  pushed  his  interior. operations  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible towards  Monterey,  in  the  Saltillo  direction.  Camargo, 
a  town  on  the  Rio  Grande  above  Matamoras,  was  his  chosen 
depot  of  supplies.  But  annoying  delays  occurred.  Light- 
draught  steamers,  which  were  uee<iful  to  convey  the  men, 
with  their  subsistence  and  military  stores,  up  the  shallow 
river,  it  took  loug  to  procure  from  New  Orleans.  Next, 
from  Camargo  to  Monterey,  the  expedition  involved  much 
hazardous  delay  and  embarrassment.  Means  were  wanting 
to  sustain,  at  that  remote  distance,  so  large  an  invading 
force;  provisions  and  forage  became  scarce,  pack  mules 
were  collected  but  slowly  from  the  surrounding  country; 
in  short  Taylor  soon  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  hostile 
inhabitants,  submissive  enough,  but  scantily  supplied  with 
the  stores  indispensable  for  our  army,  even  at  the  high  i)rices 


♦  Cf.  1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  254;  H  H.  H.  Bancroft,  374,  375;  House 
Ex.  Docs.,  60,  SOth  Cong.  1st  Sess. 
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they  demanded.     Difficulties  like  these,  besides  that  of  the 
ToluQteers  enlisted  about  long  enough  to  arrive  at  the  seat 
of  war  and  return  home  again,  taxed  sorely  our  general's 
patienoe;  and   the  summer  saw    but   little    accomplished. 
General  Worth,  however,  arrived  at  Camargo  with  his  divi- 
noa  on  the  24th  of  July,  and  occupied  it  without 
resisUDce ;  and  Taylor   following  at  the  earliest    ^  ^ 
possible  moment,  the  town  was  made  his  headquarters  on 
the  8th  of  August.     The  army  here  concentrated 
for  a  forward  movement  numbered  about  6,600  in  .     ^^' 
oflieers  and  men, — the  three  divisions  being  commanded  by 
Generals  Twiggs,  Worth,  and  Butler.     To  the  third  divi- 
sion were  assigned  most  of  the  volunteers  selected  to  serve 
at  the  front,  in  brigades  led  by  Hamer,  Quitman,  and  Hen- 
derson,— six  thousand,    or  twice   as   many  more  of  them 
being  left  behind  in  camp  and  garrison.*     For,  hampered 
u  he  was  in  supplies  and  transportation,  Taylor  preferred 
his  regular  troops  to  the  new-comers,  and  trusted,   as  he 
had  always  done,  to  compactness  and  good  discipline  rather 
than  numbers. 

Of  regulars,  therefore,  who  left  Camargo  for  the  interior 
of  Mexico  under  the  American  colors,  there  were  now  con- 
siderably more  than  three  thousand ;  of  volunteers,  somewhat 
less.    Taylor's  march  westward  began  September  5th.     His 
'advance  consisted  of  Texan  rangers  and  a  squadron 
of  dragoons, — the  three  divisions  following  at  in-    i*  ™    ^' 
tenrals  of  an  hour.     For  battle  order  his  first  division  occu- 
pied the  right,  his  second  the  left,  and  the  volunteer  division 
was  m  the  centre.     Under  this  arrangement   Ceralvo  was 
reached  on  the  9th,  Marin  on  the  15tli.     Between  Marin  and 
Monterey  and  about  twenty-four  miles  from  the  latter  town 
oar  army  collected  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  San  Juan ;  and 
on  the  Idth  the  critical  movement  commenced.! 

It  was  found  that  Ampudia,  favored  by  Arista's  downfall, 
hsd  been  entrusted  with  the  Mexican  defences  at  Monterey. 


•  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  377;  Mansfield,  57. 
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During  the  long  and  inevitable  lapse  of  our  offensive  opera- 
tions, the  Mexicans  had  found  a  chance  to  recruit  and  re- 
organize upon  their  interior  line.  Arista's  shattered  armj, 
under  the  provisional  command  of  Mejia,  had  been  trans- 
ferred  to  Monterey,  when  that  city  was  thought  to 
*^~  ^  *  be  the  objective  point  of  Taylor's  new  expedition. 
But  while  thus  occupied,  the  Mexican  government  rotated 
after  its  accustomed  fashion ;  and  Santa  Anna,  whose  return 
from  exile  our  administration  had  so  despicably  aided,*  sup- 
planted J'aredes  as  President.  He  showed  the  true  temper 
of  his  gratitude  to  American  benefactors  by  infusing  new 
energy  into  Mexico's  patriotic  preparations  for  resistance, 
and  offering  to  take  the  field  in  person.  Popularity  was  the 
lev^r  to  his  ambition,  and  he  worked  it.  A  new  levy  of 
thirty  thousand  men  was  ordered,  with  San  Luis  Potosi,  the 
most  considerable  northern  city,  as  the  rendezvous  for  mus- 
tering them  into  service.  Ampudia,  summoned  already  to 
the  Mexican  capital  to  attend  the  investigation  of  Arista,  so 
ingratiated  himself  into  Santa  Anna's  favor  as  to  receive  the 
chief  command  of  the  army  of  the  North.  From  San  Luis 
Potosi  he  moved  to  Monterey  a  lai-ge  re- enforcement  by  the 
end  of  August,  and  assumed  the  responsibility  confided  this 
time  ungrudgingly.  But  Ampudia  soon  showed  signs  of 
weakness  such  as  he  had  censured  in  Arista,  and  fared  but 
little  better  in  the  confidence  of  his  subordinates.  Never- 
theless, and  in  spite  of  military  councils  which  wrangled  and 
opposed  his  plans,  he  succeeded  in  making  the  works  of 
Monterey  very  powerful  before  Ta}  lor's  approach.  His 
force  amounted,  probably,  to  about  ten  thousand,  of  whom 
seven  thousand  were  troops  of  the  line.f 

Monterey  has  a  lonely  situation  in  the  green  valley  of 
the  Sierra  Madre,  surrounded  by  mountain  ridges.  It  ex- 
tends as  a  parallelogram,  with  the  long  ends  resting  nearly 
east  and  west  by  the  bank  of  the  river  San  Juan,  which 
makes  a  bend  near  the  easterly  end  of  the  town,  so  as  to 


•  Vol.  Iv.  p.  537. 
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protect  thftt  flank  while  leaving  the  opposite  one  exposed. 
Directly  north  of  Monterey  and  jnst  upon  the  suburbs  stood 
the  citadel,  which  mounted  about  twelve  guns  of  different 
calibre,  and  covered  the  different  roads  by  which  the  city 
WM  approached.  There  were  other  forts  near  by,  connected 
by  a  system  of  lunettes  and  barricades,  which  improved 
the  advantage  of  high  hills  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
Taylofs  army,  approaching  the  citadel  from  the  north,  ar- 
rived in  front  of  Monterey  on  the  19  th  of  September,  and 

pitciied  tents  about  two  miles  distant,  in  a  beautiful        

,  ..  .  ■.,.■,.         Sept.19,20. 

grove,  where  fresh  spnngs  and  heavy  shade  trees 

made  a  welcome  camping-ground.  After  a  careful  recon- 
noissance,  the  General  concluded  that  the  weak  point  in  the 
enemy's  defences  of  the  city  was  at  the  fortified  hills  on  the 
west;  he  determined  consequently  to  occupy  the  Saltillo 
road,  80  as  to  cut  off  all  supplies  from  beyond  the  town. 
WorUi,  on  the  20th,  being  detached  for  that  purpose  with 
his  division  and  a  body  of  Texans,  was  directed  to  make  a 
wide  circuit  of  the  town  and  the  citadel.  Upon  ascertaining 
that  this  detachment  had  reached  the  proper  point,  Taylor 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st  advanced  the  Ist  and  3d  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  a  battalion  of  volunteers 
with  Captain  Bragg's  field-battery,  the  whole  under  ^  '  ~  ' 
command  of  Garland,  so  as  to  make  a  diversion  against  the 
eastern  end  of  the  town.  The  assault  of  Monterey  now  be- 
gan in  earnest,  and  three  days  of  hard  fighting  with  many 
vicissitudes  completed  the  task.  Garland's  attack  on  the 
first  day  was  very  near  a  failure,  for  Bragg's  light  gims 
could  avail  but  little  against  the  heavier  ordnance  opposed 
to  them;  and  while  rushing  through  the  suburbs  into  tlie 
narrow  streets  of  the  town,  the  assailants  were  galled  by  the 
brisk  fire  which  opened  from  fort  and  citadel, — from  house- 
tops, too,  and  barricades,  whence  rattled  volley  after  volley 
of  musketry.  Our  officers  dropped  at  their  posts,  companies 
were  decimated,  and  all  appeared  in  confusion.  Taylor  or- 
dered General  Butler,  with  the  3d,  and  part  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, and  Quitman's  brigade  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee 
Toiunteers,  to  support  Garland's  wavering  division ;  but  the 
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first  day's  effort  to  carry  the  town  at  the  east  proved  a 
failure.  Butler  fell  wounded ;  the  Mexicans  still  held  their 
strong  fort  erected  in  this  quarter ;  and  our  only  gain  con- 
sisted in  a  lesser  work  on  the  suburbs  which  Captain  Backus 
of  the  1st  infantry  had  enabled  Quitman's  biigade  to  capture 
by  scaling  with  his  sharp-siiooters  the  top  of  a  neighboring 
tannery,  and  from  its  commanding  shelter  picking  off  the 
Mexicans  one  by  one  in  the  garrison.  Taylor's  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  very  great,  and  among  his  line  officers 
several  of  the  highest  promise  here  lost  their  lives.  But 
night  brought  cheering  news  from  Worth :  he  now  occupied 
fully  the  Saltillo  road,  had  cut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  and 
re-enforcements,  and  carried  by  storm,  besides,  one  of  the 
western  heights  of  the  town  with  trivial  loss.  The  laurels 
of  the  next  two  days  were  won  by  that  same  brave  officer  in 
operations  against  the  town  and  its  outworks  from  the  west 
side.  He  scaled  difficult  heights,  stormed  batteries,  won 
fight  after  figlit,  and  finally  forced  his  way  down  into  Mon- 
terey, driving  the  enemy  and  the  Mexican  batteries  through 
the  streets  before  him.  On  the  22d  no  active  operations 
occuiTcd  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town,  though  the  citadel 
and  tjfie  strong  fort  of  the  Mexicans  kept  up  a  desultory  fire. 
By  the  23d  it  was  found  that  Ampudia,  faint-hearted  like  his 
followers,  had  abandoned  almost  entirely  his  outer  defences, 
and  retired  to  an  interior  line  at  the  public  square.  Worth, 
from  the  west  on  the  same  day,  moved  forward  his  two 
columns  on  the  two  principal  streets  which  led  to  the  plaza, 
as  Taylor,  with  Quitman  in  the  advance,  and  Twiggs  in  re- 
serve, marched  towards  the  same  point,  taking  care  on  the 
way  to  seize  the  abandoned  works.  The  junction  and  co- 
operation of  our  divided  forces  would  have  been  formidable 
enough  had  the  Mexicans  resisted  stubbornly,  as  their  de- 
fensive means  enabled  them  to  do.  Taylor  held  back  for  an 
opportunity  to  confer  with  Worth,  of  whose  vigorous  advance 
he  was  not  yet  aware,  and  to  plan  a  combined  attack.  But 
Worth's  forces  pressed  forward  from  their  western  gateway 
inspirited  as  the  fugitive  enemy  became  depressed,  and  ad- 
vanced from  street  to  street,  and  from  house  to  house  to* 
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wirds  the  plaza.  Where  streets  were  barricaded  and  de- 
fended they  would  work  their  way  through  gardens  and  the 
halls  of  houses.  Arriving  about  dusk  within  proper  range  of 
the  public  square,  Worth  planted  a  mortar  of  artillery,  whose 
.  hot  shells  dropped  with  great  precision  into  the  military 
crowd  huddled  there  like  flocks  of  sheep. 

Darkness  now  curtained  the  scene  and  the  next  day's  in- 
cidents averted  an  impending  slaughter.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th,  Ampudia  sent  an  officer  to  Taylor's 
headquarters  with  proposals  to  capitulate.  A  ces- 
sation of  fire  was  agreed  upon,  but  it  took  time  to  settle  the 
tenns  of  surrender.  The  Mexican  general,  whatever  military 
faaltB  might  have  been  ascribed  to  him,  showed  laudable 
anxiety  for  the  pride  of  his  command  when  defeat  was  in- 
evitable. The  first  proposals  on  each  side  having  been  re- 
jected, Taylor  consented  that  a  joint  commission  of  officers 
should  confer  together.  But  the  officers  chosen  on  the  Mex- 
ican side  partook  of  Ampudia's  sensitive  tenacity,  who  had 
declared  with  true  Spanish  vehemence  that  he  would  perish 
beneath  the  ruins  of  Monterey  sooner  than  evacuate  with  his 
troops  as  paroled  prisoners  of  war.  The  conference  in  con- 
seqaence  had  nearly  broken  up  disastrously,  when,  at  the 
h^  moment,  a  settlement  was  accomplished.  The  Mexican 
troops  were  allowed  to  march  out  from  Monterey  with  their 
small  arms  and  accoutrements,  one  field-battery,  and  twenty- 
one  rounds  of  ammunition ;  all  other  munitions  of  war  and 
supplies  were  turned  over  to  the  American  adversary ;  seven 
days  were  given  to  Ampudia  to  evacuate,  and  a  mutual  ar- 
mistice of  eight  weeks  was  agreed  upon.  Thus  did  Monterey, 
with  its  citadel,  pass  into  the  invader's  possession,  with  guns, 
mnnitions,  and  other  valuable  stores.  Taylor's  terms  of 
capitalation  were  generous,  and,  as  many  distant  critics  com- 
plained, too  generous ;  but  his  reasons  were  good  for  con- 
clodmg  them.  The  loss  sustained  on  our  side  was  very  heavy ; 
the  enemy,  with  severer  loss  to  be  sure,  had  resisted  with  an 
endurance  quite  unexpected,  which  won  the  admiration  of 
their  immediate  conquerors ;  and  considerations  of  humanity 
DUtwei^ed  the  doubtful  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  re- 
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Bomption  of  an  assault,  under  such  disparity  of  numbers  and 
artillery  resources.  This  armistice,  moreover,  paralyzed  the 
enemy's  operations  at  a  time  when,  from  want  of  adequate 
means,  Taylor  could  not  possibly  have  moved  farther.* 

The  invasion  of  Mexico  on  this  northerly  line,  which  all 
the  while  had  been,  in  a  certain  sense,  experimental,  could 
continue  but  little  farther ;  and  Taylor  by  this  time  had 
fully  determined  that  Saltillo  should  be  his  ultimate  limit. 
Towards  that  point  he  recommenced  his  advance,  as  soon 
as  occasion  and  the  terms  of  the  armistice  would  permit,  f 
But  now  his  own  fickle  favor  with  this  administration  was 
to  suffer  reverse.  Possibly  our  President  felt  some  mis- 
giving about  this  old  soldier's  aptitude  for  those  broader 
operations  which  required  a  vigorous  prosecution ;  possibly 
too,  this  commander's  views  concerning  the  best  route 
for  reaching  the  Mexican  capital  had  not  been  an- 
nounced  with  sufficient  positivcness  from  his  distant  and 
disadvantageous  point  of  observation ;  but  that  jealousy  of 
Taylor's  rising  glory  tinged  the  secret  deliberations  at  the 
White  House,  we  have  little  question.  On  the  10th  of 
October  Taylor  received  despatches  from  the  War 
Department  showing  that  orders  had  been  sent  di- 
rectly on  the  22d  of  September  to  one  of  his  subordinates, 

*  See  Ex.  Doc.  60,  dOth  Congress,  Ist  Sess.  355,  356,  and  other  aathori- 
ties  cited  in  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  401.  For  full  details  of  the  siege  of  Men- 
terey  see  Ripley,  Mansfield,  poAsirrit  and  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  15.  Over 
five  hundred  were  killed  and  wounded  on  the  American  side. 

t  Mr.  Bancroft's  narrative  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  is  interesting 
and  exhaustive,  making  copious  reference  to  all  the  earlier  authorities, 
is  not  free  from  a  disposition  to  disparage  Taylor's  military  achievements, 
and  Scott's  besides,  as  though  to  adopt  the  tone  of  Secretary  Marcy's  offi- 
cial reports,  which  were  written,  we  must  remember,  in  self-defence. 
"With  the  fall  of  Monterey,"  observes  this  history,  "  the  campaign  on 
the  Rio  Grande  may  be  considered  as  ended."  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  399. 
There  was  no  campaign  on  the  Rio  Grande,  properly  sjieaking,  except  so 
far  as  that  river  was  kept  protected  as  a  channel  of  supplies  for  our  opera- 
tions in  Mexico.  Taylor's  line  of  invasion  made  Saltillo,  by  way  of  Mon- 
terey, the  constant  objective  point,  thereby  furthering  some  demonstra- 
tion against  the  Mexican  forces  concentrated  at  San  Luis  Potosi.  Buena 
Vista  justified  his  invasion,  and  that  battle  in  reality  closed  the  present 
campsdgn. 
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General  Patterson,  thea  at  Camargo,  to  prepare  for  an  ex- 
|)editioQ  to  Tampico,  taking  a  strong  detachment  with  him 
from  Taylor's  command.  Distance  and  the  pressure  of  time 
were  the  reasons  given  for  this  official  detail,  which  did  not 
mollify  Taylor  by  asking  his  a[)proval.  Next,  after  receiving 
the  despatches  which  announced  the  fall  of  Monterey,  Secre- 
tary Marcy  sent  a  response  which  showed  that  the  President 
was  displeased  with  the  terms  of  surrender,  and  wished  the  ar- 
mistice to  cease  at  once.  Taylor  received  this  just 
as  the  armistice  was  about  to  expire.  A  third  de- 
spatch directed  the  general  not  to  advance  towards  San  Luis 
Potogi,  but  to  remain  where  he  was  and  fortify  Monterey ; 
at  the  same  time  suggesting  that  General  Patterson  with  four 
thoQsand  men  should  be  detached  for  an  expedition  to  Vera 
Cniz.  Replying  to  this  last  on  the  14th  of  November,  Tay- 
lor soon  after  received  a  private  letter  from  Scott,  inform- 
ing him  that  the  latter  had  addressed  the  War  Department 
ontlie  subject  of  Vera  Cruz,  figuring  ten  thousand  as  the 
force  required  for  that  expedition  and  claiming  the  command 
for  himself  Instead  of  Patterson.  Scott  in  fact  gained  from 
the  administration  the  reward  of  persistent  efforts  about  the 
same  time  that  Taylor  read  this  letter ;  his  plans  for  reach- 
ing Mexico  City  were  officially  approved,  and  President  Polk 
in  person  ordered  him,  with  the  blandest  expressions  of  con- 
fidence, to  repair  at  once  to  Mexico,  take  command  of  the 
forces  there  assembled  and  organize  an  expedition  to  operate 
on  the  Gulf  coast.*  Our  General-in-chief  exultingly  pre- 
pared for  his  departure,  and,  at  once  leaving  Washington 
for  New  York,  he  wrote  a  second  private  letter  to  Taylor  on 
the  24th,  apprising  him  that  he  was  on  his  way,  not  to  su- 
persede (as  he  explained  it),  but  to  take  from  him  the 
greater  part  of  his  command,  leaving  him  to  act  on  the  de- 
fensive until  Congress  could  meet  and  raise  another  _ 
anny.  Taylor,  when  he  received  this  last  un- 
welcome missive,  was  again  on  the  march,  intent  upon  oc- 

*  These  orders  were  about  the  18th  of  November,  and  communicated 
through  oi&cial  channels  on  the  23d.  2  Bcott's  Memoirs,  307;  1  Coleman's 
Crittenden,  27X. 
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cupying  Saltillo,  and  apprehensive  of  an  attack  from  the 
main  Mexican  army,  which  was  collected  at  San  Luis  Potosi 
and  commanded  by  Santa  Anna  in  person.     No  official  an« 

nouncement  of  this  change  of  plans  had  reached 

him,  no  intimation  from  any  source,  except  Scott's 
letter,  whose  tone  was  too  complacent  to  break  the  news 
gently.  Taylor's  mortification  was  extreme.  It  needed 
more  tact  than  Scott's  pen  could  command  to  dispel  from 
our  blunt  hero's  mind  the  idea  that  his  superior  had  played 

double  with  him.  And  when,  being  at  Victoria, 
Jraf  14.  Taylor  received  the  news,  three  weeks  later,  that 

Scott,  in  clear  disregard  of  a  message  the  former 

had  sent  to  appoint  there  an  interview,  reached  Camargo 

,      „    on  the  30th  of  December,  and  then  proceeded  by 

Jan.  3.       .  -•».  .  1  1*1 

>artue  of  his  superior  rank,  and  without  a  con- 
sultation at  all,  to  order  General  Butler,  who  was  stationed 
there,  to  put  in  instant  movement  nine  thousand  of  the 
choicest  troops  of  this  Rio  Grande  army,  besides  two  bat- 
teries of  artillery,  on  his  own  exaggerated  count  of  the  rem- 
nant that  would  be  left,  Taylor  was  deeply  indignant  and 
reproached  his  chief  bitterly.*  Scott,  it  seems,  had  sent  to 
his  distinguished  subordinate,  not  an  expression  of  his  dis- 
appointment at  missing  that  proposed  interview  (which  in 
his  inner  heart  he  must  have  felt  quite  disposed  to  escape) , 
but  copies  of  the  orders  he  had  issued  to  Butler ;  and  one 
of  these  copies  which  fell  unfortunately  into  the  hands  of 
Santa  Anna,  made  the  Mexican  chief  aware,  not  only  of  our 


*  See  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  413,  414 ;  1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  272.  Soott, 
in  his  Memoirs  (not  written,  one  must  observe,  untU  many  years  later) 
tries  to  purge  himself  of  fault  for  not  meeting  Taylor,  as  he  claims  to 
have  intended  doing,  for  the  purpose  of  harmonizing  their  operations. 
He  assigns  various  excuses  not  altogether  tenable.  2  Scott's  Memoirs, 
402.  It  should  be  remarked  that  so  long  as  Taylor  lived,  no  explanation 
satisfactory  to  him  on  this  point  was  ever  made.  Our  impression  is  that 
Scott,  being  now  quite  elated  by  his  new  orders,  preferred  bringing  Tay- 
lor to  himself,  rather  than  going  forward  a  little  farther  to  encounter  him 
upon  his  own  chosen  ground,  and  that  he  was  very  glad,  moreover,  to  find 
an  excuse  for  dispensing  with  a  piission  which  must  have  been  very  deli- 
cate and  irritating. 
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new  designs  against  Vera  Cniz,  but  of  the  great  reduction 
it  would  inyolve  besides  in  Taylor's  army. 

This  preference  for  Scott  by  our  government  for  the  new 
loate  of  operations  in  Mexico  was  neither  unwise  nor  un- 
natoral ;  for,  after  all,  the  quarrel  was  a  trivial  one  which 
had  caused  his  seniority  to  be  hitherto  set  aside  in  favor  of 
Taylor.  But  the  choice  was  made  with  very  little  courtesy 
towards  the  general  already  commanding  in  the  field,  who 
had  folly  justified  all  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the 
President  and  his  countrymen.  Taylor  complained,  and 
with  just  reason,  that  neither  Scott  nor  the  administration 
had  come  out  in  an  open  and  manly  way  to  announce  the 
diange  on  grounds  of  militai*y  precedence,  nor  advised  him 
at  once  of  the  new  necessities,  instead  of  drawing  essential 
troops  from  his  command  without  the  production  of  orders 
of  any  description  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  war  de- 
partmtot,  he  felt,  had  withdrawn  its  confidence  from  him, 
and  he  suspected  that  he  was  to  be  sacrificed.  But  whether 
sacrificed  or  not  in  the  effort,  as  he  now  wrote,  he  was  re- 
ached to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  government  which  had 
brooght  him  thither,  at  the  same  time  opposing  no  obstacle 
toSoott^s  complete  success  in  his  new  expedition.* 

A  soldier  of  rectitude,  devoted  to  his  country,  does  often 
iua  best  work  unde#  the  stinging  sense  that  the  government 
he  serves  has  dishonored  him.     Warriors  without  principle 
have  under  like  circumstances  yielded  to  the  temptation  to 
turn  traitor  to  their  cause.     President  Polk,  if  induced  to 
believe  that  Taylor  was  a  slow  and  vacillating  soldier,  with- 
out fertility  of  resources,  was  soon  undeceived ;  and  those 
who  had  hoped  to  quench  his  brightness  were  to  be  discom- 
fited.   Great  Santa  Anna,  with  a  well-trained  body  20,000 
strong,  fuU  of  hope  and  enthusiasm  to  be  under  him,  was  not 
alow  to  follow  up  the  advantage  he  perceived  in  the  sudden 
depletion  of  Taylor's  invading  army.     He  began 
a  march  accordingly,  on  the  28th  of  January,  from 
San  Luis  Potosi   towards  Saltillo.     Taylor,  with  his  whole 


•  H.  H.  Bancroft,  411,  and  citationa;  1  Coleman's  Crittenden, 

TOIm  Y,-^ 


34       HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.    CHAP.  XVIIL 

command  now  reduced  to  about  7,500  men  of  all  arms, 
whose  long  line  stretched  from  Saltillo  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  down  the  Rio  Grande  to  its  mouth  at  Matanooras, 
awaited  the  encounter  which  he  had  long  expected  before 
14.22^  *^™y  ^*^  reduced  to  a  skeleton.  His  camp 
had  been  pitched  eighteen  miles  in  advance  of  Sal- 
tillo ;  but  on  leamiug  of  the  enemy's  approach,  he  fell  back 
to  the  hacienda  of  Buena  Vista,  whose  situation  favored 
better  the  operations  of  an  inferior  force.  Santa  Anna  had 
hoped  to  suiprise  him  at  the  advanced  .3amp,  but  disappointed 
in  this  he  pushed  forward  his  troops,  without  giving  them 
proper  rest,  believing  too  credulously  that  the  Americans  had 
fled.  The  site  of  Buena  Vista  was  a  narrow  mountain  pass 
near  the  valley  of  Saltillo,  where  an  elevated  plateau  ex- 
tended in  front  of  a  mountain,  protected  in  the  front  and  rear 
by  formidable  ravines,  and  having  a  connecting  ridge  from 
which  the  road  might  be  swept  in  each  direction.  This  pla- 
teau Taylor  chose  as  his  battle-ground ;  and  here  Santa  Anna 
found  the  foe  already  drawn  up  expectant  in  its  strong  posi- 
tion when  he  arrived  with  his  army  all  breathless  and  weary. 
Nothing  daunted,  the  Mexican  commander  produced  a  flag 
of  truce,  and  sent  under  it  a  peremptory  summons  to  surren- 
der,  warning  Taylor  in  boastful  words,  such  as 
heroes  of  the  epic  poem  were  ^ut  to  utter,  that  he 
was  now  surrounded  by  20,000  men,  and  could  not  in  any 
human  probability  avoid  being  routed  and  cut  to  pieces. 
To  this  pompous  demand,  which  permitted  an  hour's  reflec- 
tion, Taylor  replied,  in  a  laconic  message,  that  he  declined 
the  invitation.  The  Mexican  messenger  returned,  and  Santa 
Anna,  wisely  enough,  showed  little  disposition  to  open  battle 
that  day.  Occasionally  a  shell  was  thrown  into  our  lines 
ineffectively  ;  and  small  skirmishes  occurred  in  the  mountains 
while  daylight  lasted.  Taylor,  with  a  suiuli  forci;,  now  went 
back  to  Saltillo  to  arrange  for  its  safety »  and  through  the 
bitter  cold  night,  exposed  to  beating  rains,  the  two  armies 
bivouacked  with  relative  positions  unchanged.*     Thus  passed 

*  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  423,  and  authorities  cited ;  Ex.  Doc.,  dOth  Congress, 
IstSesB. 
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one  of  our  national  holidays, — the  anniversary  of  Washing- 
ton's birth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  Taylor,  having  care-  „  ,  «. 
fnily  guarded  his  rear  against  surprise,  returned  to 
Bnena  Vista  with  all  the  available  force  he  could  muster. 
The  action  by  this  time  was  already  warm ;  for  at  8  o'clock 
the  Mexicans  advanced  in  solid  columns  to  attack  our  left 
and  centre,  a  body  of  light  troops  having  been  advanced 
along  the  mountain  side  about  daybreak.  Ampudia  com- 
manded on  the  extreme  left,  with  the  divisions  of  Pacheco 
and  other  Mexican  general^  in  a  suppoi*ting  position.  Tay- 
lor reached  the  field  at  a  critical  moment,  when  our  left  flank 
iras  vigorously  assailed,  and  a  volunteer  body,  exposed 
where  the  enemy's  fire  was  hottest,  wavered  and  broke, — 
one  Indiana  regiment  fieeing  the  field  in  a  pauic  and  great 
disorder.  VITithout  hesitation,  Taylor  brought  his  Mississippi 
regiment  into  action,  with  the  2d  Keutuckian  and  Bragg's 
artillery.  These,  with  the  2d  Illinois  and  some  fragmentary 
corps,  drove  back  the  Mexican  force  so  superior  in  numbers, 
blocked  their  chase  of  the  fugitives,  and  by  a  brilliant  chai*ge 
recovered  much  of  the  ground  that  had  been  lost.  At  this 
pobt  the  battle  now  raged  long  and  desperately,  shock 
after  shock  of  the  splendid  Mexican  cavalry  being  repulsed, 
and  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  artillery  decimating  the  ranks 
of  those  who  so  lately  were  on  the  verge  of  victory.  Tiie 
same  gallantry  was  perceptible  on  the  Mexican  side  which 
Taylor  had  perceived  in  his  former  engagements;  yet  as 
against  the  firmness  and  effect  of  our  disciplined  soldiery, 
a  gallantry  which  sank  quickly  into  despondency  after  the 
failure  of  the  first  onset.  Reserved  strength  or  endurance 
^as  their  deficiency ;  they  dreaded  us  deep  in  their  hearts. 
Onr  forces  lost  heavily,  but  their  loss  was  appalling ;  and 
Santa  Anna  missed  his  opportunity,  as  inferior  Mexican 
generals  had  missed  theirs,  by  neglecting  to  re-enforce  or  re- 
lieve at  the  right  moment  when  troops  in  position  got  ner- 
vous and  unstrung.  Taylor's  quick  eye,  on  the  contrary, 
•wept  the  lines  in  an  instant,  and  where  the  fight  grew  dan- 
gerous he  brought  up  fresh  reserves  to  impart  fresh  spirit. 
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Tlie  Mexican  cavalry,  after  skirtang  the  base  of  the  moan' 
tains,  bore  down  upon  the  hacienda  of  Buena  Vista  and  om 
baggage  stores.  Colonel  May,  sent  promptly  with  artillery, 
rescued  our  baggage  guard  in  time  from  the  superior  flood 
of  numbers ;  and  in  fact  before  his  cavalry  arrived  there,  a 
brave  stand  had  been  made  by  the  mounted  volunteers  of 
Arkansas  and  Kentucky,  under  Colonels  Marshall  and  YeU. 
In  a  charge  wliich  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  Yell  was  killed 
at  the  head  of  his  column.  By  their  effort  thus  to  outflank 
us  the  Mexicans  had  attained  a  perilous  position,  the  large 
force  which  had  pressed  round  .our  rear  being  cut  off  from 
the  main  body.  Santa  Anna,  by  sending  a  meaningless 
message  to  General  Taylor,  probably  as  a  ruse  on  his  part, 
gained  time  to  enable  this  detachment  to  rejoin  the  main 
body,  and  the  movements  along  the  Mexican  line  gradually 
ceased.  In  one  last  conflict  near  our  right,  the  Americans 
lost  their  heaviest ;  here  Colonels  Hardin,  McKee,  and  Clay, 
of  the  volunteers,  fell  while  at  the  head  of  their  regiments. 
Afternoon  lengthentKl  into  night;  silence  succeeded  the 
tumultuous  roar  of  death,  whose  hideous  echoes  had  rever- 
berated all  day  among  these  picturesque  hills.  Once  more 
did  Taylor's  army  bivouac  under  the  cold  sky,  expecting  a 
conflict  with  the  morning's  sun.  But  when  morn- 
ing reddened  the  horizon,  it  was  found  that  Santa 
Anna  had  fallen  back  to  the  point  at  which  he  meditated  a 
surprise  two  days  before.  An  exchange  of  prisoners  was 
soon  effected,  and  Santa  Anna's  gi*eat  Mexican  army  of 
20,000,  now  humiliated  in  battle  by  less  than  a  quarter  part 
of  their  own  numbers,  retreated  in  deplorable  flight  to  San 
Luis  Potosi,  whither  Taylor  with  his  present  inadequate  force 
could  not  possibly  pursue.  The  ghastly  arithmetic  cast  up 
our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  less,  and  by 
some  accounts,  considerably  less  than  750.  But  when  Santa 
Anna  reached  the  strong  city  from  which  he  had  advanced 
so  buoyantly,  more  than  one  half  of  his  fine  army  had  melted 
away.* 

«  See  S  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c,  16 ;  Carleton'a  Bueaa  Vista ;  Kendall,  Ripley, 
Jay,etc.,|)a««im, 
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^]iNo  better  token  can  be  given  of  consnmmate  generalBhip 
Uma^n  that  victory  ia  wrested,  not  only  against  great  odds, 
bcm.'fc  in  confutation,  besides,  of  tlie  theorists  who  are  prepared 
to   ciemonstrate  that  there  should  have  been  no  victory  at  all. 
lb  ^was  the  admirable  skill  and  intrepidity  with  which  our 
ccLxue  was  conducted,  against  terrible  odds,  that  not  only 
s&^ved  the  day  for  the  Americans  but  wi^ested  a  victoiy. 
ftucna  Vista  shines  out  as  unquestionably  the  most  biilUant 
engagement  of   the  present  war,  and  in  American  memory 
tt^e  most  popular.     One  incident  related  of  it  affected  power- 
fc^Uy  the  imagination :  Mexican  Sisters  of  Mercy  were  seen 
hovering  near  the  field  of  death  and  ministering  to  the  dead 
A^x^ci  dying  of  both  armies ;  and  upon  this  theme  was  written 
*      poem  long   familiar, — "The  Angels   of  Buena  Vista." 
X*^,jlor  himself  never  showed  more  nerve  ;  but  when  every- 
^ing  seemed  to  falter,  he  was  seen  riding  upon  the  plateau 
^Oiidthe  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  calmly  surveying  the  scene. 
'^be  news  of  his  brilliant  success  reached  our  Atlantic  coast 
^^r  a  long  lull,  and  while  the  public  mind  was  in  anxious 
^'iBpense ;   for  Taylor's  dangerous  situation  was  well  under- 
stood at  home,  and  the  swift  bulletin  from  the  far-off  field 
followed  painful  rumors  that  in  a  bloody  fight  his  army  had 
^^^«n  surrounded  and  cut  to  pieces.     What  exultation  swept 
^^ray  that  dark  anxiety  when  the  despatches  were  published 
'^'iiich  told  the  tale  so  modestly,  none  but  a  contemporary 
^^  those  times  could  feel.     Dissembling  as  to  their  enmity, 
^  they  had  any,  Polk's  cabinet  swelled  the  torrent  of   ac- 
clamation so  iri'esistible,   for  their   own   relief  was  great, 
^ost  fortunate  was  this  fight  for  the  prestige  of  the  American 
^*'Bis,  and  for  the  chief  personage  who  figured  in  it.     Scott's 
splendid  oi)erations  in  his  new  expedition  had  not  yet  been 
^^ard  from ;  and  it  was  high  time  for  political  parties  to 
®«aich  out  their  candidates.     Our  present  hero  was  aided, 
^^^»  by  a  public  sense  that  he  had  been  unfairly  dealt  with. 
^n  fine,  Buena  Vista  made  Zachary  Taylor  the  next  president, 
placed  all  rivals  and  personal  enemies  below  him,  and  in- 
stalled him  as  the  most  popular  of  American  citizens  for  the 
^tof  hialife. 
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Greneral  Wool,  an  able  officer  of  the  regular  service, 
Joined  Taylor  in  time  for  this  hard-fought  fight,  with  a  force 
of  some  twenty-five  hundred  volunteers,  who  had  been  sea- 
soned in  camp  life  by  a  toilsome  march  through  Chihuahua, 
an  isolated  province  of  Mexico  to  the  northward,  which, 
though  easily  occupied,  was  too  barren  and  remote  to  affect 
the  issue  of  this  war.     Upon  Taylor's  advice,  that 

Sept.-    separate  department  had  been  broken  up,  and  Wool 

^^-  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  army  of  invasion ;  which 
orders  Wool  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  in  the  field 
of  Buena  Vista  did  conspicuous  service.*  Of  our  temporary 
occupation  of  Chihuahua,  Colonel  Doniphan's  expedition 
formed  the  picturesque  feature,  f  chiefly  on  account  of  his 
romantic  feat  in  accomplishing  a  difficult  march  of  over  three 
thousand  miles,  through  a  hostile  and  unexplored  country, 
finally  reaching  New  Orleans,  where  his  troops  were  dis- 
charged. {  General  Patterson's  detail  from  Taylor's  com- 
mand for  the  Tampico  invasion,  on  Secretary  Marcy's  in- 

1846.  dependent  order,  §  in  the  fall  of  1846,  involved  still 
Oct.  Nov.  another  military  movement  of  little  practical  conse- 
quence ;  for  Tampico  was  evacuated  under  Santa  Anna's 
order  before  it  could  be  attacked  at  all.  Commodore  Pen*y 
occupied  the  unresisting  fort  with  his  fleet  about  the  middle 
of  November,  and  Patterson's  whole  exploit  was  to  supply  a 
garrison.  I 

Our  military  narrative  turns  now  to  the  new  expedition 
into  the  heart  of  Mexico  by  way  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  was 
the  last  and  decisive  one,  and  to  Winfield  Scott,  the  com- 
mander of  our  army,  who  for  the  remainder  of  this  war 
monopolized  the  chief  glory.  Upon  the  earlier  and  more 
northern  route  of  invasion  active  operations  ceased  with  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista ;  Taylor's  veteran  army,  or  such  of  it 

•  See  Ex.  Doc.  60,  dOth  Cong.  Ist  Seas. ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  16. 

t  Supra,  vol.  iv.  p.  626. 

t  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  406. 

§  Svpra,  p.  31. 

II 8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  411. 
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as  remained  after  so  large  and  valuable  a  part  had  been 
witiidraini  for  the  exigencies  of  the  new  campaign,  and  after 
the  discharge,  too,  of  volunteer  regiments  whose  year  of 
service  had  expired,  kept  henceforth  to  the  strictly  defen- 
sive occupation  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  present  base. 
The  line  of  invasion  which  our  government  had  finally  chosen, 
npon  Scott's  written  memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  was, 
in  fact,  the  only  practicable  one  for  wringing  written  terms 
of  peace  out  of  a  people  so  wilfully  patriotic  as  the  Mexi- 
cans. Tbey  had  imbibed  from  our  earlier  example  the 
passion,  if  not  the  capacity,  for  maintaining  self-govern- 
ment, under  a  plan  of  solid  federation.  Scotf  s  military  plans 
▼ere  approved  by  our  government,  with  the  fundamental 
idea  ai>on  which  he  had  based  them.  This  fundamental  idea 
was  that  our  only  hope  of  conquering  a  peace,  and  of  gain- 
ing from  Mexico  a  formal  cession  of  the  territory  we  had 
occupied  without  her  consent,  lay  in  capturing  her  historic 
capital  and  humbling  her  pride  to  the  dust.  To  organize 
this  crowning  expedition,  whose  entrance  into  the 
enemy's  country  was  to  be  foiced  at  Vera  Cruz, November 
called  forth  Scott's  zeal;  and,  as  already  related,  his 
orders  were  to  proceed  to  tiie  field  in  person  and  take  com- 
mand of  the  forces  there  assembled.* 

Delighted  though  he  was  with  his  call  to  active  duty, 
Scott  engaged  in  his  new  task  with  no  genuine  confidence 
>n  the  good  intentions  of  his  government,  which  he  had  so 
^ng  besieged  in  vain;  but  he  relied  upon  his  own  capacity 
to  win,  with  fitting  opportunity,  a  reputation  which  the 
gratitude  of  his  fellow-countrymen  would  shield  from  de- 
traction. He  appreciated  the  wish  of  the  administration 
and  its  friends  to  make  this  war  a  nursery  of  Democratic 
generals,  and  felt  that  events  alone  had  compelled  it  to 
choose  between  two  Whigs  for  chief  command  in  the  field  ; 
he  knew,  too  that  the  prime  political  need  of  bringing  this 
war,  so  rashly  undertaken,  to  a  successfxil  close  at  the 
speediest    moment,  and  a  deference,  moreover,   to  public 

*  Stqn^t  p.  31 ;  Ex.  Doc.  House,  dOth  Cong.  Ist  Seas. 
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opinion,  were  the  prime  elements,  if  not  the  only  ones, 
which  maintained  himself  and  Taylor,  or  either  of  them,  in 
favor.  This  aspect  of  the  President's  military  selections, 
indeed,  preyed  somewhat  on  his  Jealons  mind,  and  so  con- 
stantly that,  with  perhaps  too  keen  a  suspicion  of  the 
influences  which  played  about  the  inner  circles  of  the  admin- 
istration, and  too  much  political  aspiration  for  himself,  he 
saw  in  every  move  a  secret  desire  to  d^rade  the  generals  of 
one  school  of  politics  and  to  promote  those  of  the  other.  In 
the  rebuke  of  Taylor^s  armistice  at  Monterey  he  discerned 
an  official  wish  to  put  Patterson  or  Butler  in  command, — 
the  generals  whose  detail  in  turn  presently  from  his  rear  gave 
Taylor  such  bitter  offence.*  In  his  own  retarded  turn  of 
good  luck  he  expected  new  proofs  of  the  administration's 
duplicity ;  nor,  with  the  vigilance  of  personal  friends  to  aid 
him,  was  he  long  in  finding  them.  For  a  week  prior  to  his 
orders  (so  Scott  tells  his  story),  the  President  sent  for  him 
daily,  lavished  upon  him  every  expression  of  kindness  and 
confidence,  assured  him  again  aud  again  that  the  war  must 
be  made  to  march  towards  a  successful  conclusion,  and  that  he 
was  the  only  general  who  could  give  to  it  the  necessary  im- 
petus and  direction;  aud,  in  short,  so  entirely  won  was 
Scott's  heart  that  his  correspondence  with  his  own  party 
claquers  brimmed  over  with  acknowledgment  of  the  handsome 
treatment  the  administration  was  according  him.f  AH  this, 
to  be  sure,  differed  far  from  the  tone  of  his  earUer  private 
comments,  and  one  may  well  infer,  besides,  that  those  Pres- 
idential inteiTiews  bore  in  disparagement  of  Taylor.  Such 
sudden  harmony  had  not  in  it  the  stuff  of  endurance.  While 
in  the  very  act  of  embarking  at  New  Orleans  for  the  seat  of 
war,  Scott  received  a  confidential  letter  through  a  stranger's 
hand,  stating  that  the  President  had  asked  Congress  to  create 
the  grade  of  lieutenant-general,  so  as  to  send  out  Senator 
Benton  as  his  outranking  officer.  Scott  could  not  believe 
this  piece  of  news,  but  it  gave   him  an  uneasy  foreboding, 


•  1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  260. 
t  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  399,  400. 
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&od  by  the  time  he  was  fairly  on  land  again,  he  received  con- 
firmation enough  to  make  him  curse  that  clumsy  treachery 
and  its  authors  for  the  rest  of  his  life.*     That  intrigue  failed, 
as  oar  reader  has  seen,t  and  in  fact  every  effort  to  conduct 
tbe  Mexican  war  under  generals  of  Polk's  own  politics. 
Ajid  it  is  much  to  Scotfs  renown  that  his  splendid  progress 
to  the  Mexican  capital  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  which  sent 
him  thither — a  progress  untarnished  by  a  single  military 
failure — saved  him  from  supersedure ;  for  in  the  later  cor- 
respondence with  the  War  Department,  not  strictly  official, 
he  showed  himself  more  captious  and  disrespectful  than  he 
had  ever  been. 

This  general  claims  credit  for  the  plan  of  the  Vera  Cruz 
route  as  his  own  cherished  and  original  one  ;  and  it  is  certain, 
that  before  its  final  adoption,  while  both  Taylor  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  glanced  at  it  favorably,  each  had  vac- 
illated about  taking  it,  or  at  least  about  taking  it  at  so  early 
a  date.  Taylor  himself,  in  his  first  moment  of  mortified 
grief,  would  sooner  have  concentrated  our  whole  American 
force  at  Saltillo,  marched  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
where  ample  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage  were  obtaina- 
ble, and  throwing  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  against  Santa 
Anna,  or  between  him  and  the  capital,  crushed  the  foe  where 
it  had  already  collected,  and  from  San  Luis  Potosi  dictated 
&  peace.  I  Taylor's  plan,  if  he  meant  it  as  a  deliberate  one 
(for  he  only  put  forth  this  idea  casually  to  a  confidential 
friend),  was  never  tested;  but  what  he  presently  did  at 
Buena  Vista,  crippled  as  the  government  had  left  him,  shows 
that  in  a  more  equal  fight  he  might  have  cut  the  whole  Mex- 
ican army  to  pieces,  and  taken  Santa  Anna  prisoner.  But 
whether  this  would  have  ended  the  Mexican  war,  by  dispens- 
ing with  the  Vera  Cruz  expedition,  is  by  no  means  certain. 

What  actually  transpired,  and  not  what  might  have  been, 

•  2  Scott's  Memoin,  390,  400. 
t  See  vol.  iv,  p.  643. 

I  Taylor  to  Crittenden,  January  26, 1847;  2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  276; 
cf.  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  404. 
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conceiTis  this  narrative.  To  borrow  Scott's  later  comment, 
the  Mexicans,  who  had  never  apprehended  an  effective 
invasion  from  the  quarter  where  he  struck,  might  have  said, 
as  did  the  Russians  when  Napoleon  marched  upon  Moscow  : 
"  Come  unto  us  with  few  and  we  will  overwhelm  you ;  come 
unto  us  with  many,  and  you  shall  overwhelm  youreelves."  * 
None  the  less,  however,  did  Scott  enter  upon  his  perilous 

campaign  with  coolness  and  perfect  confidence  in 
'  the  results.  Experience  had  shown  the  army  of  the 
Rio  Grande  that  we  could  safely  count  upon  inferior  skill  in 
handling  by  our  opponents.  About  February  15th  began 
the  American  embarkation,  and  on  the  Lobos  islands,  a  gi'oup 
about  a  third  of  the  distance  from  Tampico  towards  Vera 
Cruz,  appointed  as  a  rendezvous,  Scott's  new  army  of  inva- 
sion was  organized,  now  numbering  over  twelve  thousand 
men.  The  two  brigades  of  regulars  were  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Worth  and  Twiggs ;  Patterson  led  the  division 
of  volunteers,  with  Pillow,  Quitman,  and  Shields  for  briga- 
dier-generals;  in  short,  with  those  who  now  arrived  and 
those  who  joined  the  expedition  afterwards,  all  the  high 
military  aspirants  who  were  in  political  sympathy  with  the 
administration,  and  thireted  for  political  fame,  became  com- 
bined in  Scott's  command  and  served  under  his  orders ;  f  a 
situation  which  provoked  some  bitter  quarrels  as  time  went 
on. 

At  Anton  Lizardo  the  fleet  of  transports,  which  numbered 

about  eighty  vessels,  anchored  on  the  7th  of  March ; 

and  Scott,  after  due  examination,  chose  a  beach 
about  three  miles  south  of  Vera  Cruz  as  the  place  for  best 
effecting  a  landing.  It  was  needful  to  launch  the  boats  and 
then  take  advantage  of  the  first  favorable  state  of  the  surf 
for  debarkation.  Ignorant  of  President  Santa  Anna's  ad- 
vance in  force  from  San  Luis  Potosi  upon  Taylor's  army, 
and  of  the  disastrous  battle  already  fought,  Scott  made 
preparations  before  landing  for  the  most  formidable  struggle 


•  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  404. 

1 2  ScoU,  413;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  439;  2  Ripley,  17. 
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of  the  war.  His  minute  precautions  proved  needless.  Tlie 
9th  of  March  dawned  propitiously ;  the  sun  was  bright  and 
the  sea  smooth  as  glass ;  and  iu  sight  of  his  own  imposing 
fleetf  flanked  by  two  naval  steamers  and  five  gunboats  under 
Commodore  Conner,  while  several  foreign  sliips  of  war 
hovered  about  as  spectators,  fifty-five  hundred  American 
troops  were  put  iuto  surf-boats  and  pulled  ashore  late  in  the 
afternoon.  During  the  night  the  remaining  forces  were  de- 
barked without  the  least  injury  or  loss  of  life,  a  few  whizzing 
shells  from  the  guns  of  the  distant  castle  being  the  only 
Mexican  opposition  to  his  landing.* 

Vera  Cruz,  well  styled  the  gateway  to  the  heart  of  Mexico,t 
is  the  port  at  which  the  chief  proportion  of  all  foreign  im- 
^ot\s  into  Mexico  is  entered.  The  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz 
to  the  capital,  already  projected,  was  not  complete  until  this 
unhappy  people  had  undergone  a  still  later  invasion  and  a 
Eoropean  one ;  and  at  the  present  time  the  merchandise  of 
that  port  was  carried  on  mules  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  thence 
to  be  distributed  all  over  the  republic.  An  elevation  of 
orer  eight  thousand  feet  had  to  be  overcome  between  sea- 
ooast  and  the  interior ;  and  as  this  whole  region  was  almost 
destitute  of  navigable  streams,  no  such  moving  thing,  prob- 
ably, as  a  steamboat  which  plied  a  single  mile  could  be  found, 
when  Polk  declared  war,  in  that  whole  unenterprising  re- 
public. J  For  the  conveyance  of  passengers  over  the  route 
between  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico  City,  American  and  distant 
capital  had  supplied  aline  of  stages. §  Vera  Cruz  itself,  that 
safe  M  port  of  conmierce,  with  Orizaba's  lofty  peak  tower- 
ing behind  it,  snow-crowned  and  visible  for  more  than  fifty 
ieagaes  at  sea,  bore  an  impressive  but  quiet  aspect,  safe,  as 
it  fancied  itself,  under  the  walls  of  the  famous  old  castle  of 
San  Juan  de  Uiioa,  whose  Island  was  at  the  entrance  to  the 
iiarbor,  and  sheltered  in  the  background  by  a  line  of  forti- 


•  See  2  8oott*8  Memoirs,  41^-421 ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  439. 

1 8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  440. 

I  Waddy  Thompaon'8  Recollectiona,  206. 

f  Waddy  Tbompacm'B  BeooUectkna,  10. 
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fications  which  eDcurcled  the  town  behind.*  A  defence  more 
formidable  to  hostile  armies  than  walls  or  antique  guns  waft> 
the  vomito  or  yellow  fever, — some  large  swamps  in  the  rear 
of  Vera  Cruz  breeding  a  deadly  miasma  in  the  summer 
months.  But  the  season  of  Scott's  descent  upon  this  coast 
was  not  a  sickly  one,  and  other  unexpected  advantages  were 
found  in  favor  of  our  easy  occupation.  The  eitizens  of 
Vera  Cruz,  it  appears,  were  divided  among  themselves  by 
the  bitter  national  dissensions  which  had  broken  out  in  the 
capital;  troops  destined  for  their  aid  had  been  kept  back; 
their  forts  were  out  of  repair.  Provisions,  moreover,  both 
in  the  town  and  the  fortress  were  scarce ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  a  French  vessel  which  ran  the  blockade  of  the 
American  fleet  successfully,  even  the  gunpowder  supply  in 
this  port  would  have  been  quickly  exhausted,  f  With  ar- 
tillery guns  of  varying  calibre,  only  part  of  which  were 
mounted,  in  the  town  and  castle,  and  with  the  whole  garri- 
son force  numbering  less  than  forty-five  hundred,  of  whom 
about  one  fourth  guarded  the  castle,  it  need  not  surprise  us 
that  Scott*s  landing  was  effected  with  such  feeble  resistance,  t 
Indeed  during  the  entire  space  of  its  siege  and  bombardment 
which  followed.  Vera  Cruz,  in  spite  of  repeated  appeals  to 
the  central  government,  gained  no  further  aid  from  without 
save  such  as  guerilla  bands  and  a  few  troops  of  cavalry 
might  render. 

Despondent  though  his  cause,  the  commandant  at  the 
castle,  Juan  Morales,  made  the  most  of  the  feeble  resources 
at  his  hand  for  defending  the  beleaguered  city,  hoping  that 
by  holding  out  until  the  return  of  yellow  fever,  he  might  en- 
list disease  for  an  ally  and  compel  the  siege  to  be  raised. 
Scott,  with  the  same  contingency  in  view  to  be  avoided,  re- 
solved to  take  the  city  and  the  castle  as  quickly  as  possible, 


*  lb.  c.  1.  The  Vera  Cmz  of  the  present  invasiou  was  not  the  same 
town  of  the  holy  cross  which  Cortes  founded  in  1519 ;  the  latter  and  origi- 
nal settlement  having  been  abont  six  miles  distant. 

t  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  440.  In  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  422,  a  view  mose  faTOfw 
able  to  the  defenders  is  presented. 

X  lb.  These  are  figures  from  the  official  returns  of  Mexico. 
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and  then  push  forward  his  conqaest  into  the  healthy  interior. 
With  the  concorrence  of  his  staff  he  chose  a  gradual  and 
ideDtific  investment  in  preference  to  capture  by  storm, — his 
Bttin  purpose  being  to  take  the  castle  under  the  shelter  of  Vera 
Gnu  itself.  Already  convinced  of  the  President's  duplicity, 
and  feeling,  as  he  figuratively  expressed  it,  Polk's  halter 
iitMUid  his  neck,  Scott  touched  Mexican  soil  warily,  disposed 
to  save  the  slaughter  of  his  men  for  the  glorification  of  ambi- 
tioos  subordinates.  He  had  been  prompt,  however,  to  invest 
Yen  Cruz  closely,  so  as  to  cut  off  its  garrison  from  com- 
manication  with  the  interior.  And,  long  before  this,  the 
blockade  of  the  port  and  its  neighborhood  under  Commodore 
Conner  had  been  completed.  Proceeding,  then,  by  siege, 
under  the  operations  of  Colonel  Totten,  a  skilful  engineer, 
Scott  opened  trenches,  and  established  batteries, 
aftar  driving  in  the  posts  and  sentries  of  the  enemy,  ^j^h. 
and  then  made  his  approaches  after  the  usual 
methods  of  war,  taking  care  to  use  the  town  as  a  shield  of 
defence  between  his  own  troops  and  the  castle.  Ground 
was  broken  on  the  18th,  and  by  the  22d,  Morales  refusing 
tosorrender,  cannonade  from  Scott's  heavy  ordnance,  now 
in  position,  opened  on  the  walls  and  forts.  Commodore 
Pen'y'B  blockading  squadron  also  approached  within  range 
and  took  part  in  the  bombardment.  For  two  days  mortara 
belched  forth,  and  the  cannonade  on  both  sides  was  terrific. 
The  Mexicans  worked  their  guns  with  great  precision,  but 
▼ithoat  corresponding  effect,  owing  to  the  ample  shelter  of 
Scotfs  trenches,  while  his  fire  in  return,  more  accurate  still, 
did  visible  damage  to  the  town, — Chouses  being  set  on  fire 
hy  the  bursting  shots  and  shells  which  crushed  through  the 
roofs.  On  the  23d  more  mortars  were  placed  by  Scott  in 
position,  and  on  the  24th  a  naval  battery  of  thirty-two 
poonders  and  Paixhans  guns  increased  the  deadly  activity. 
On  this  latter  day,  when  the  iron  storm  pelted  most  furiously, 
there  came  to  our  commander  a  memorial  from  the  foreign 
consuls  resident  in  Vera  Cruz,  asking  for  a  truce  in  order 
ttBt  neutrals  and  the  women  and  children  might  withdraw. 
Scott,  having  given  an  earlier  permission  to  that  effect 
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which  they  had  sullenly  neglected,  declined  to  comply,  u^m 
less  Morales  himself  asked  the  truce  with  a  view  to  8urrende=^ 
Next  day  a  further  battery  was  added  by  the  assailants  an^ 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  could  bear  the  strain  no  longe  ~^ 
From  city  and  castle  our  fire  had  been  briskly  returned, 
the  foreign  inhabitants  and  non-combatants,  convinced  ths 
further  resistance  was  useless,  now  brought  a  pressure  f 
bear  for  humanity's  sake  in  the  direction  which  Scott's  mei 
sage  had  intended.  The  ammunition,  too,  of  the  defende 
was  by  this  tiuie  nearly  exhausted.  On  the  26th  negoti^a 
tions  for  a  surrender  were  opened,  Morales  in  dogged  gri^^ 
turning  over  the  chief  command  to  an  officer  disposed  t= 
submit,  and  the  firing  ceased.  Articles  the  next  day  werrr 
signed  and  exchanged,  agreeably  to  which  on  tli^ 
'  morning  of  March  29th,  General  Worth  took  po^s 
session  and  command  of  the  city  and  castle, — the  Mexica^ 
garrison  marching  out,  as  they  were  permitted  to  do,  wit^— 
the  honors  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  receiving  every  assm^ 
ance  of  protection  in  person  and  property,  with  freedom  o^ 
religious  worship.     Thus  fell  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  loss  on  0€^ 

side  but  a  slight  fraction  of  that  sustained  by  the  enemy, 

not  perhaps  one  twentieth  part.* 

The  bombardment   of  Vera  Cruz   with  its  highly   luri^ 
effects  did  good  service  for  many  years  in  our  cities  as  -^ 
subject  for  panorama   and   pyrotechnical   display.     Yet  f^ 
gained  Scott  but  scant  popular  renown,  less,  by  far,  thair^ 
the  skill  and   promptitude  of  his   extensive    arrangements 
should  have  achieved  for  him.     By  this  time,  at  home,  th^ 
opinion  was  spreading  that  the  Mexican  war,  with  its  pain* 
ful  repetitions  of  resistance  not  less  futile  than  stubborn, 
and  its  butcher  lists,  so  disproportionate  in  the  totals  of  the 
two  sides,  was  by  no  means  creditable  to  us.     Buena  Vista 
at  length  furnished   proof  indisputable  that  this  sister  re- 
public  was  overmatched ;    that,  to   borrow   the   oft-quoted 
phrase  of  Corwin's  eloquent  and  denunciatory  speech  in  the 


*  H.  H.  Bancroft,  447.    See  ibid,  as  to  the  conflicting  estimates  of  loss  on 
both  sides. 
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Senate,  the  armed  men  of  Mexico  quailed  before  as ;  hence 
after  Taylor*8  escape  from  peril,  the  contest  flagged  in  in- 
terest, and,  if  the  truth  were  told,  many  of  our  statesmen 
who  had  espoused  this  war  with  ardor,  unaware  of  the  scope 
of  conquest  intended  by  it,  had  come  by  this  time  to 
detest  it.  A  few  slaveholders,  among  whom  was  Ex- 
F^ident  Tyler,  expressed  the  heartless  wish  to  see  the 
Mexicans  whipped  until  they  sued  for  mercy ;  *  but  the 
great  humane  majority  of  oin*  people  were  touched  with 
compassion  for  their  enemies,  and  blushed  with  shame  at 
the  thought  that  we  we  were  robbing  them  of  their  territories. 
Scott  in  the  present  exploit  was  blamed  by  Mexico  and 
foreign  powers  for  refusing  the  petition  of  the  non-combat- 
ttits;  but  he  justified  his  course  by  the  rules  of  war.f 

The  base  most  favorable  for  invasion  being  now  obtained, 
Scott  next  hastened  his  main  columns  towards  the  interior, 
detailing  a  subordinate  to  govern  the  captured  city,  and  or- 
dering the  port  thrown  open  to  the  trade  of  all  nations,  upon 
a  fixed  tariff  of  duties  to  be  collected  under  his  military  di- 
rection. The  scarcity  of  horses  and  mules  detained  our 
mam  body  at  Vera  Cruz  until  nearly  the  middle  of  April. 
Perry's  fleet  in  the  mean  time  made  a  new  sweep  upon  the 
smalltowns  along  the  gulf,  capturing  them  in  rapid 
SQcoession,  with  little  or  no  resistance.  For  the 
remnant  of  the  war  Mexico's  whole  eastern  coast  was  con- 
trolled by  our  naval  squadron,  and  Scott's  operations  on  land 
were  fully  covered.  J 

Leaving  Vera  Cruz  on  the  12th  of  April  with  a  small  es- 
cort of  cavalry,  Scott  hastened  to  the  front,  where,  some  fifty 
mfles  inland,  the  advance  column,  under  Twiggs 
and  Patterson,  had  found  a  Mexican  army  drawn  ^ 
op  to  oppose  their  passage.  By  this  time  Santa  Anna,  fer- 
tile in  resources  and  still  sanguine,  had  recovered  from  the 
shock  of  his  disastrous  encounter  with  Taylor  sufficiently  to 
take  the  field  once  more  in  person  against  Taylor's  superior 

•2  Tyler's  Life,  479. 

t  See  Jay's  Mexican  War.  202;  2  Scott,  428. 

I  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  448. 
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officer.  Bringing  what  was  left  of  his  former  army  from  San 
Luis  Potosi  to  the  Mexican  capital  at  the  crisis  of 
affairs,  he  had  put  down  a  civil  revolution,  as- 
sumed full  authority,  and  prepared,  though  quite  too  late,  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  supposing  it  would  have  lasted 
much  longer.  Undismayed  by  the  news  of  its  surrender,  he 
next  rallied  all  the  men  and  means  his  anxious  re- 
public could  muster  for  a  last  and  spirited  resist- 
ance, and  took  command  of  the  forces  in  person,  providing 
under  a  decree  for  the  appointment  of  a  substitute  president 
to  rule  over  civil  affairs  in  his  stead.  In  a  stirring  procla- 
mation to  the  Mexican  people  he  announced  himself  deter- 
mined to  die  in  their  cause  or  else  triumph.  With  an  army 
of  nine  thousand  to  ten  thousand  men,  raw  and  undisci- 
plined, but  patriotic  at  heart, — an  army  collected  without 
money  and  ill  fed  and  clothed, — this  indefatigable  hero 
marched  forward  to  intercept  the  invaders,  and  within 
twelve  days  from  leaving  the  city  of  Mexico  had  drawn  up 
his  forces  at  the  pass  of  Cerro  Gordo,  near  the  village  of 
Plan  del  Rio,  with  forty  or  more  pieces  of  artillery  to  protect 
their  position;  he  had  cut,  moreover,  a  ditch  three  leagues 
in  length  after  his  arrival,  throwing  up  entrenchments  and 
placing  half  a  dozen  batteries  in  position.  Remarkable  as 
were  these  preparations,  for  so  short  a  space  of  time,  tliis 
vigorous  commander,  who  personified  for  the  moment  all 
that  was  hopeful  and  noble  in  the  Mexican  cause,  failed  a 
second  time  to  measure  himself  prudently  against  the 
American  invader.  His  works  were  inadequate  against  a 
commander  so  eminently  accomplished  as  ours  in  the  art 
of  war. 

Scott  reached  Plan  del  Rio  on  the  14th  and  was  joined 
two  days  after  by  Worth  and  his  command.  Two  days  were 
spent  in  reconnoitring,  and  on  the  17th  our  attack 
was  begun.  Cerro  Gordo,  a  high  hill  which  gave 
the  name  to  this  battle,  rises  from  the  bank  of  the  river, 
whose  course  through  a  mountainous  ravine  divides  the  high 
road  from  Vera  Cruz.  It  is  in  this  vicinity  that  the  plain 
terminates,  and  the  highway  to  Jalapa  ascends  abruptly, 
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win<iing  its  long  circuit  among  lofty  hills.     Of  these  hills  the 
ootliinanding  points  had  all  been  fortified  and  garrisoned  by 
the  enemy,  whose  right  was  intrenched  and  resting  on  a  safe 
precipice  overhanging  the  stream,  while  on  the  left  Cerro 
Gordo's  lofty  height  commanded  the  approaches  in  all  direc- 
tions.    In  the  rear  toward  Jalapa  the  main  Mexican  army 
vas  encamped  on  level  ground.     Santa  Anna's  position  was 
strong  and  well  chosen ;  but  he  had  neglected  to  fortify  his 
extreme  left,  not  believing  (so  he  afterward  said)  that  even 
a  goat  could  have  approached  hipn  in  that  direction.     Scott's 
practiced  eye  detected  the  omission ;  and  the  plan  he  formed 
was,  while  menacing  and  engaging  the  enemy's  front,  to  send 
a  strong  detachment  to  the  rear,  carry  the  height  of  Cerro 
Gordo,  and  then  by  gaining  the  Jalapa  road  at  the  foot,  cut 
off  a  retreat  in  every  direction,  and   command  the   field. 
This  plan  was  executed  with  great  spirit  and  energy.     The 
Atalaya,  that  neighboring  eminence  whose  security  Santa 
Anna  had   disregarded,  was  carried  on  this   first  day  by 
Twiggs's  division,  after  an  eager  and  spirited  assault,  which 
showed  the  Mexican  commander  his  error  when  too  late  to 
hare  it  rectified ;  and  under  shelter  of  the  mountain  crest 
they  reposed  for  the  night,   heavy  guns  being  brought  up 
with  difficulty  to  strengthen  their  position.     The  battle  next 
^y  was  a  general   engagement ;  Scott's   order  issued  the 
evening  before,  showed  his  perfect  confidence  that 
he  could  drive  the  Mexicans  from  their  position, 
ttd  almost  indeed  to  the  letter  was  that  order  carried  out. 
The  columns  moved  early  to  the  attack,  earning  a  success 
speedy  and  decisive.     Pillow's  brigade  twice  assaulted  the 
i^htof  the  Mexican   intreuchment,  and  though  compelled 
to  retire,  did  their  intended  i)art  by  distracting  and  discon- 
oertiog  the  enemy.     In  the  centre  Colonel  Riley's  brigade 
poshed  against  Santa  Anna's  main  body  whenever  advan- 
tage was  ojffered.     Shields's  brigade  bravely  assailed  the  left, 
carrying  the  rear  battery  on  the  Jalapa  road,  and  making 
the  final  rout  of   the   foe   complete, — Shields   receiving   a 
wound,  which  devolved  his  command  upon  Colonel  Baker. 
Bat  the  most  brilliant  part  of  this  whole  battle,  and  that  to 
VOL.  v.-^ 
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which  these  other  movements  were  subsidiary,  fell  to  the 
division  under  Twiggs,  shared  more  particularly  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  1st  aiiillery,  the  3d  and  7th  infantry,  and  the 
rifles,  all  under  temporary  command  of  Colonel  Harney. 
Their  work  was  to  storm  the  mountain  stronghold  from  the 
elevation  gained  the  day  before.  Upward  and  onward  this 
biigade  scaled  the  long  and  arduous  slope  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
unsheltered  from  the  terrific  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
with  a  steadiness  which  would  have  done  honor  to  the 
veterans  of  a  hundred  battles,  and  reaching  the  breastworks 
turned  the  enemy  to  flight,  planted  their  colors  by  the  side 
of  the  Mexican  flag,  and  after  a  short  and  sharp  firing, 
earned  their  conquest  by  the  bayonet.  Outflanked  and  out- 
generalled  pitilessly,  the  Mexican  soldiery  fled  in  a  rout, — 
Santa  Anna  with  Generals  Canalizo  and  Ampudia  and  some 
six  or  eight  thousand  men  making  their  narrow  escape  to- 
ward Jalapa  just  as  Cerro  Gordo  was  carried,  and  before 
Twiggs's  division  could  reach  the  high  road  to  cut  off  their 
retreat.  No  sooner  was  the  fate  of  the  day  decided  than 
Scott  sent  a  cavalry  detachment  several  miles  iu  hot  pursuit 
with  field-batteries,  and  many  Mexicans  were  slain  or  cap- 
tured in  the  chase.  Scott's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  at 
Cerro  Gordo  was  severe,  but  that  of  the  enemy,  as  usual, 
much  greater.* 

This  second  military  disaster,  following  upon  the  heels  of 
his  boastful  fulminations,  aroused  at  the  Mexican  capital  a 
bitter  distrust  of  Santa  Anna,  whose  reputation  and  political 
audacity,  nevertheless,  enabled  him  to  keep  still  his  ascend- 
ency at  home  and  in  the  field.  With  obstinate  zeal  he  soon 
engaged  iu  gathering  another  great  army,  infusing  into  it 
his  own  sanguine  hopes  of  victory,  and  fortifying  the  capi- 
tal's lovely  suburbs  with  works  which  he  fancied  "w^Bfe-im- 
pregnable.     Vain  exploits  of  inferior  science  !     Through  all 

•  See  2  Scott's  Memoirs.  430-451 ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft.  455-458.  The 
American  loss  in  two  days  was  four  hundred  and  thirty«K)ne  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  That  of  the  Mexicans  (which  Scott  computed  at 
about  one  thousand)  has  never  been  officially  ascertained.  About  three 
thousand  Mexican  prisoners  were  captured. 
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dark  tribulation  the  spirit  of  the  Mexican  people  was 
admirable;  a  noble  cause  ennobles  fight,  ^^ though  death's 
pale  horse  lead  on  the  chase." 

In  the  mean  time  Scott  plumed  along  the  high  road  a 
conqoeror;  and   proceeding  by   easy   marches,   his  forces 
peaceably  occupied  Jalapa,  Perote  (whose  formida- 
ble castle  fired  not  a  gun),  and  Puebla.     In  this    ^j^' 
last  picturesque  city  of  thriving  manufactures,  lo- 
cated near  the  centre  of  a  fertile  and  lovely  valley  which 
abounded  in  cereals  and  orchard  fruits,  and  whose  slopes 
rerealed  a  sublime  horizon  bounded  before  him  by  the  twin 
l)eak8  of  Popocatapetl   and   Iztaccihuatl,  whose  gleaming 
snoirs  gave  them  a  dove-like  aspect,  and  behind  by  lonely 
Orizaba, — close,  too,  to   the  desolate   plain  of   that  other 
niOQntain  where  once  stood  the  Aztec  city  of  Cholula,  of 
whose  recorded  greatness  not  a  vestige  remained  but  its  old 
biick  pyramid,  the  ancient  relict  of  a  thousand  years, — here 
Scott  halted  with  his  confident  army,  reviving  the  scenes  of 
the  Cortes   invasion   and   waiting,  with   patience 
iomewhat  taxed,  for  tardy  re-enforcements.     Scott's  2^^. 
mistrast  that  his  government  meant  to  mortify  him 
wag  increased  by  the  arrival  of  Nicholas  B.  Trist,  chief  clerk 
of  the  State  Department,  and  confidential  agent  of  the  Polk 
cabinet  at  military  headquaiters.     For  in  spite  of  rebuffs, 
oor  President  clung  to  the  idea  that  the  Mexicans  would  pnr- 
<dui8e  a  peace  sooner  than  die  for  their  country,  or  that  their 
leaders  at  least  were  corruptible.     Trist  bore  with  him  the 
project  of  a  treaty  drawn  up  by  Secretai'y  Buchanan  to  use 
if  advantage  offered.     Not  realizing  the  sensitive  state  of 
Scotfs  feelings,  and  disregarding,  perhaps,  the  delicate  pre- 
caotioQS  his  employers  had  impressed  upon  him,  our  roving 
diplomatist  upon  reaching  Vera  Cruz  forwarded  to 
the  general-in-chief  a  packet  addressed  to  the  Mexi-        *^* 
can  minisler  of  foreign  relations,  sealed  and  with  its  contents 
unexplained, — transmitting   at  the  same  time,  by  way  of 
credential,  a  mysterious  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
which  seemed  to  convey  that  whenever  contingencies  should 
occor  of  which  the  bearer  would  inform  him,  Scott  would 
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Bospend  hostilities.  The  general's  temper  was  raffled  in  a 
moment.  *^I  entreat,"  he  wrote  home  to  the  Secretaiy, 
**to  be  spared  the  personal  dishonor  of  being  again  required 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  State  department"  * 
After  some  fierce  epistolary  interchange  with  Trist,  who  could 
handle  a  sharp  pen  on  his  own  behalf  when  provoked  to  con- 
troversy, Scott  was  mollified  by  new  instructions  from  Wash- 
ington, and  the  peacemaker  and  warmaker  soon  co-operated 
with  something  like  harmony  and  reconciliation.  As  for  the 
Mexican  disposition,  however,  Trist  found  it  at  first  as  hard 
to  manage  as  ever  did  Slidell  the  year  before.  He  got  his 
secret  packet  into  the  enemy's  hands  through  the  channel  of 
the  British  legation,  after  Scott  had  declined  point  blank  to 
handle  it,  and  thus  notified  the  Mexican  minister  that  he 
brought  full  power  to  conclude  a  treaty.  The  Mexican  Con- 
gress, dreading  to  incur  odium,  appear  to  have  put 
the  initial  responsibility  upon  Santa  Anna,  for  his 
secret  agents  now  began  to  arrive  at  Puebla.  Embarrassed 
most  probably  by  his  own  responsibility,  he  took  a  wily  and 
adroit  course  with  our  commissioner,  so  as  to  secure  for  his 
country  one  of  two  advantages,— either  a  ti-eaty  of  peace 
positively  beneficial  or  a  delay  of  hostilities  long  enough  to 
gain  time  for  defensive  preparations.  Indeed  his  present 
and  more  immediate  object  seems  to  have  been  the  latter ; 
for  after  leading  both  Trist  and  our  commander,  througl) 
private  agents,  to  consent  that  they  would  give  a  bribe  for 
what  they  wanted, — the  real  point  in  fact  to  which  so  much 
of  Polk*s  Mexican  diplomacy  had  been  directed, — he  gave 
them  to  understand  that  before  he  could  safely  appoint  com- 
missioners to  sue  for  peace,  the*  American  aimy  must  ad- 
vance to  his  country's  capital  and  carry  one  of  its  outworks. f 

Scott's  warlike  preparations  had  not  relaxed  during  this 
unpleasant  episode.  Re-enforcements  arrived  at  Puebla 
through  the  summer, — detachments  under  Lieutenant-Colo- 

*  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  578. 

t  See  2  itipley,  148-170;  H.  Ex.  Doc.  60,  30th  Cong.  Ist  Seas. ;  8  H.  H. 
Bancroft,  463-467 ;  72  Niles,  326 ;  73  Niles,  214. 
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nei  Mcintosh,  Grenerals  Cadwallader  and  Pillow,  and  finally, 
bj  Angast  6th,  a  fresh  brigade  of  twenty-five  hundred  strong 
commanded  by  Franklin  Pierce,  a  brigadier-general    .^^ 
latdj  commiasloned  as  a  Democrat  in  high  favor. 
After  Benton's   haughty  refusal  of  an  appointment  which 
would  not  place  him  first  in  the  field,*  Pillow  had  been  com- 
nuffiioned  as  first  of  the  new  major-generals,  and  Quitman 
second,— volunteer  oflScers  both  of  them,  in  good  party  aflUi- 
ttioii,  and  brave  soldiers  besides.     Scotf  s  invading  army 
thus  strengthened  now  proceeded  upon  the  interior  march 
from  Puebla  to  Mexico  City  with  an  ample  and  imposing 
Btaif ;  Harney's  brigade  of  light  dragoons,  and  four  divisions 
of  infantry,  supported  by  artillery,  which  Worth,  Twiggs, 
Pillow,  and  Quitman,  respectively  commanded.     Both  Worth 
and  Twiggs  were  regular  officers  and  major-generals  by  bre- 
ret,  the  former  a  highstrung  but  gallant  officer,  with  South- 
ern sympathies  and  acutely  sensitive  of  the  honors  due  to 
lus  rank.     Scotf  s  whole  available  force  now  numbered  about 
eleven  thousand  two  hundred,  after  allowing  for  those  on 
gairison  duty  and  the  sick  list.     The  march,  which  b^an 
from  Puebla  between  the  7th  and  10th  of  August,  was  con- 
dacted  with  each  of  the  four  divisions  a  day  apart  but  with- 
in supporting  distance.      Apprehending   the  greater  perils 
now  to  be  encountered,  Scott  appreciated,  too,  the  respon- 
sibility of  such  aYi  enterprise,  and  the  recuperative  energy 
and  vigilance  of  his  chief  opponent.     Santa  Anna's  ability 
for  administering,  and  his  power  to  create  and  organize  were 
indeed  admirable ;  but  as  Scott  has  correctly  noted,  he  on  the 
field  of  battle,  though  not  deficient  in  personal   courage, 
failed  in  quickness  of  perception  and  the  rapidity  to  com- 
bine.!   Though  looked  for,  at  the  latest,  among  the  defiles 
of  Rio  Frio,  where  the  ascent  of  the  road  grew  steepest,  he 
bad  preferred  to  test  his  fate  among  the  serpent-like  line  of 
barriers,  natural  and  artificial,  which  now  coiled  about  the 
capital  dty,  as  impregnable  to  assault  as  four  months  of  his 
best  toil  and  supervision  could  make  them. 

•  See  Tol.  iy.  p.  M4. 

t  2  Scott's  Memoin,  466. 
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No  one  who  descends  for  the  first  time  by  the  flank  of 
volcanic  Popocatapetl,  tliat  tallest  of  Mexican  peaks,  whose 
suowy  crest  gleams  through  the  bright  atmosphere  under 
the  rays  of  a  tropical  sun,  and  who  reaches*  that  point  in 
the  road  where  a  first  glimpse  is  revealed  of  the  broad  valley 
of  Mexico  studded  with  water  mirrors,  over  which  the  well- 
built  city  of  •the  Montezumas  rears  its  head,  once  dedicated 
to  idolatrous  worship,  but  now  the  capital  of  an  emulous 
republic  struggling  with  calamity,  can  escape  the  oppression 
of  sad  thoughts.  Scott  felt  and  pictured  well  the  impressive- 
ness  of  the  scene,  and  his  emotions  of  mingled  pride  and 
pity  were  not  very  different  from  those  which  Cortes  felt 
when  this  great  plain,  which  nature  wished  always  to  smile 
upon,  teemed  with  populous  cities  iustead  of  being,  as  our 
army  now  beheld  it,  ill-cared  for  and  for  the  most  part  a 
barren  waste.* 

The  detailed  operations  of  the  next  crowded  month,  lead- 
Augustis-^^gf  like  all  other  such  operations,  to  a  triumph 
Sept.  14.  of  our  arms  too  easy  for  popular  rejoicing,  in- 
terest chiefly  the  students  of  military  science.  We  shall 
sketch  them  rapidly, — premising  that,  of  course,  Scott 
conducted  them  with  the  skill  and  precision  for  which 
every  day  added  to  his  renown.  Viewing  the  enemy's  works 
at  leisure,  he  concluded  to  turn  the  strong  eastern  defences 
of  Mexico  City  by  manoeuvring  to  the  south  and  southwest. 
His  orders  still  gave  forecast  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
his  consecutive  reports  furnish  a  clear  and  even  graphic 
naiTtitive.  Santa  Anna,  who  had  chiefly  relied  for  defence 
upon  his  eastern  works  found  himself  outgeneralled  and  dis- 
concerted. Warm  work  began  soon  after  the  middle  of 
August,   when,   after  some  preparatory  marching 

^^'  ' '  by  General  Worth,  our  forces,  under  the  lead  of 
General  Pillow,  advanced  towards  Contreras,  some  six  miles 
from  the  capital,  where  Santa  Anna  and  the  Mexicans, 
emerging  from  behind  their  strong  defences,  assailed  them 
with  great  fury.     The  morning  of  the  20th  opened  with  a 

*  See  Scott's  Memoirs,  467 ;  Waildy  Thompson's  Recollections,  c.  4. 
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series  of  brilliant  achievements,  all  in  view  of  the  capital, 
which  Scott  recounted  as  the  "  battles  of  Mexico."  * 
On  that  day  Contreras  with  its  works  was  carried 
after  a  stubborn  fight,  and  one  road  was  opened  to  the 
capital.!  Three  other  triumphs  equally  brilliant  signalized 
this  day.  One  was  the  forcing  of  San  Antonio,  a  well 
garrisoned  village,  on  the  direct  road  to  the  capital ;  and  by 
this  second  success  a  shorter  and  easier  road  for  our  heavy 
trains  was  opened  to  the  capital.  The  other  triumphs  were 
about  Churubusco,  a  hamlet  of  scattered  houses,  above  wliich 
bristled,  besides  a  fortified  convent,  the  great  stone  citadel 
of  defence,  with  massive  walls  and  parapets,  a  field-work 
intervening  at  the  head  of  a  bridge  over  which  the  road  from 
San  Antonio  conducted  to  the  capital.  It  was  at  these  strong- 
holds that  the  Mexicans  rallied  in  full  force  for  a  desperate 
stand  after  the  earlier  defeats  of  the  day, — their  feebler 
defences  at  the  city  gates  being  scarcely  four  miles  in  the 
rear.  Against  Twiggs  the  convent's  solid  masonry  had  re- 
pelled an  hour's  assault,  when  Worth  and  Pillow,  having 
finished  their  earlier  exploits,  began  manoeuvring  close  upon 
the  bridge.  The  brigades  of  Garland  and  Cadwallader  soon 
carried  the  field-work  at  the  bayonet's  point,  capturing  its 
guns  and  ammunition.  This  was  the  third  great  triumph  of 
the  day ;  and  the  fourth  and  crowning  one  which  followed 
was  the  capture  of  the  convent,  from  whose  loopholes,  be- 
fitting a  sure  abode  of  the  church  militant,  and  from  outer 
wall,  choice  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  pointed  their  mus- 
kets, while  loud  cannon  belched  destruction.  Mexican  en^ 
durance  was  not  proof  against  calamities ;  and  as  their  fail- 
ure at  Contreras  had  weakened  San  Antonio,  and  that  at 
San  Antonio  the  fight  at  the  bridge,  so  the  combined  force 
of  the  day's  successive  disasters  disheartened  the  defenders 
of  Churubusco,  immense  as  seemed  their  numbers  and  their 
last  stronghold  to  our  assaulting  force.  I     After  an  artillery 

•  2  Scott,  40^-477,  with  official  reports, 
t  lb.,  4S2;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  18. 

X  Scott  estimated  the  whole  Mexican  force  in,  on  the  flanks,  or  within 
snpportinf?  distance  of  these  works  at  twenty-seven  thousand.    Mexican 
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fire  of  twenty  minutes  more,  white  flags  were  thrown  out 
from  the  sombre  walls  in  all  directions,  and  the  convent  sur- 
rendered. To  this  fourth  might  be  added  still  another  vic- 
torious exploit  of  the  day, — two  brigades,  partly  composed 
of  volunteers,  operating  under  General  Shields,  a  little  in 
the  rear  of  Churubusco,  to  outflank  the  enemy's  retreat  and 
fighting  well  against  superior  numbers.*  The  grand  results 
of  this  day  were  terribly  disastrous  to  the  enemy ;  three 
thousand  Mexican  [H-isoners  were  taken,  including  many 
oflSoers  of  rank ;  four  thousand  of  all  ranks  were  killed  or 
wounded,  entire  corps  being  dispersed  and  dissolved;  and 
more  than  treble  the  ordnance  of  the  invading  force  was 
captured,  together  with  small  arms  and  ammunition  supplies 
of  every  kind.  But  the  American  loss  in  these  splendid 
assaults  was  not  inconsiderable,  their  killed  and  wounded 
making  a  total  of  about  one  fourth  of  the  loss  infiicted  upon 
the  foe.f 

The  patriot  defenders  of  Mexico  were  by  this  time  much 
demoralized,  and  had  Scott  pressed  on  instantly  to  the  city 
walls,  the  capital  might  perhaps  have  succumbed  without 
further  resistance.  But  prudence  puts  a  limit  to  enterprises 
physically  exhausting  on  either  side,  while  humanity  pleads 
that  the  spirit  of  blood thirstiness  and  atrocity  be  always  kept 
under  rein.  Both  Scott  and  the  peace  commissioner  who 
accompanied  him  had  been  repeatedly  admonished  from 
home  not  to  scatter  the  elements  of  negotiation  by  too  rigor- 

authoriiies  (plainly  inaccurate)  reckoned  the  force  at  only  nine  thousand. 
See  2  Scott,  487 ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft  (with  citations) .  482. 

*  It  was  in  the  course  of  this  last  movement  that  General  Pierce,  ex- 
hausted from  a  hurt  of  the  evening  before,  fainted  in  action  and  was 
borne  from  the  field. 

t  For  a  fuller  narrative  see  Scott's  official  reports,  printed  in  2  Scott, 
c.  31 ;  also  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  18.  Scott's  tactics  have  been  blamed  by 
some  writers  because  ho  butted  his  forces  so  heavily  against  the  stroDg 
outworks  of  Cherubusco  instead  of  turning  aside  and  marching  to  the 
capital  by  another  road.  See  3  H.  H.  Bancroft,  483.  Had  our  assault  here 
been  long-protraoted  or  unsuccessful,  encouraging  instead  of  depressing  in 
effect  on  the  spirits  of  the  enemy,  the  criticism  would  have  been  more 
pertinent. 
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008  a  warfare,  but  to  conquer  a  peace  and  with  it  a  mutual 
compact  as  between  sovereign  and  independent  powers.     It 
was  for  Trist  to  essay  once  more  his  soothing  skill.     Four 
days  sofficed  for  concluding  an  armistice,  and  Santa 
Anna  from  within  the  walls  of  the  capital  appears   '^J!^^ 
to  have  made  the  first  overture  *  towards  negotia- 
tioD.    The  adroitness,  tact,  and  energy  of  that  consummate 
politician  did  not  desert  him  in  this  darkest  hour ;  nor  had 
his  people  ceased  yet  to  trust  bis  guidance.     While  signify- 
ing his  wish  to  accommodate,  and  flattering  Polk's  represen- 
tatives, as  he  had  done  before,  into  the  belief  that  he  was 
as  base  and  avaricious  as  they  desired  him  to  be,  Santa  Anna 
appears  to  have  labored  no  less  assiduously  to  convince  his 
own  countrymen  that  he  had  not  given  up  the  fight,  but 
merely  wished  time  to  recuperate  and  to  make  his  inner  de- 
fences stronger.     Negotiations  now  occupied  the  space  of 
two  weeks,  in  the  course  of  which  Trist  produced  before  the 
Jfezican  commissioners  who  came  to  treat  with  him  the 
treaty  project  which  he  had  brought  with  him  ^rom^^^^^^g^^ 
Washington.      By  that   project   our  government  Septem-   ' 
asked,  with  such  salve  for  Mexican  honor  as  more        ^  ' 
money  might  afford,  a  formal  cession  of  all  the  territory 
lying  east  and  north  of  the   Rio  Grande,   the  southern 
boundary  line  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  Gila  and  Colorado 
rivers ;  or,  in  other  words,  a  surrender  not  only  of  Texas, 
as  Texan  interlopers  had  defined  it,  but  also  the  full  domain 
of  New  Mexico  and  of  Upper  California, — in  fine,  of  that 
goodly  half  of  the  Mexican  dominions  which  Polk's  admin- 
istration had  at  the  outset  purposed  finally  to  acquire,  whether 
money  or  bloodshed  could  obtain  it  t     Great,  however,  was 
Triat*s  discomfiture  when  the  commissioners  of  Santa  Anna, 
after  professing  to  have  deliberated,  unrolled  the  scroll  of 
their  counter  project,  embodying  the  substance  of  his  ulti- 
matam, — to  sell,  namely,  to  the  United  States  the  Mexican 
Texas  lying  east  of  the  river  Nueces,  leaving  that  belt  be- 

*  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  490,  and  2  Scott,  499,  are  contradictory  on  this 
point, 
t  See  Tol.  iv.  p.  499. 
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tween  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  iis  a  neutral  frontier:' ; 
to  negotiate  for  running  the  parallel  of  37^  to  the  Paci^9< 
ocean,  close  to  San  Francisco ;  requiring  full  indemnity  fc=9i 
the  war,  the  restoration  of  all  captured  forts,  and  a  Boleir^  i 
promise,  besides,  from  the  United  States  never  to  permit  ai^*^  J 
more  Mexican  soil  to  be  annexed.*  These  certainly  were  n«r^^ 
terms  for  a  vanquished  people  to  offer,  and  the  Mexican  001^^=^' 
missioners  were  doubtless  insincere  in  proposing  them.  Tt^K-^ 
truce  now  ended,  though  not  before  Scott  had  perceived  vc^' 
fractions  on  the  other  side,  and  that  Santa  Anna  hadrecoic:^* 
menced  strengthening  his  military  defences  the  moment  hH^ 
ultimatum  was  decided  upon,  without  givltag  his  adversary 
the  slightest  notice.f  Worth  was  now  ordered  to  make  ^ 
night  descent  at  Molino  del  Rey,  about  a  mile  from  the  ar- 

mistice  headquarters   at  Tacubaya,  and  near  the 
ber^™'  w^stc''^  ^^^  ^^  Chapiiltepec  hill.     To  seize  here 

some  stores  of  powder,  and  destroy  a  cannon  foundry 
was  Scott's  first  object.  A  stone  castle  bristled  on  the 
heights  of  Chapultepec,  overlooking  both  the  foundry  and 
the  city,  and  threatening  to  dispute  our  passage.  Upon 
close  examination,  Worth,  finding  his  task  too  diflScult  for 
a  midnight  raid,  was  permitted  to  defer  the  attack  until  day- 
light, and  re-enforcements  were  sent  him.  At  sunrise  he 
opened  fire  on  the  foundry,  and  a  forenoon's  hot  fight  fol- 
lowed, with  wavering  success ;  the  plunging  fire  of  Chapul- 
tepec encouraging  the  Mexicans,  while  it  diminished  the 
confidence  of  the  assailants  in  an  advantage  to  be  gained 
from  this  exploit.  Our  troops  fought  gallantly,  and  Worth 
gained  the  object  he  was  sent  for ;  but  it  was  at  the  cost  of 
a  deadlier  contention  than  Scott  had  expected,  and  a  loss 
proportionately  greater  on  our  side  than  in  any  other  fight 
during  this  war.  Never  before  nor  after  did  the  Mexicans 
fight  us  to  so  good  advantage.  Indeed,  Santa  Anna  and  his 
annalists,  interpreting  Worth's  movements  to  mean  the 
storming  of  Chapultepec,  instead  of  the  meagre  operation  to 


*  U.  S.  Does.  30th  Cong.  Ist  Sess.  H.  Ex.  4a 
t  2  Scott,  ri04;  8  H.  I£.  Bancroft,  r.  19. 
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which  Scott's  orders  had  confined  him,  hailed  ibis  battle  as 
their  own  veritable  triumph.  The  church  bells  pealed  joy- 
folly  from  their  beleaguered  capital,  and  in  coming  time 
medals  and  monuments  were  bestowed  by  a  grateful  country 
in  honor  of  what  the  republic  commemorates  to  this  day  as 
aTictory.* 

Molino  del  Rey  was  followed  by  another  series  of  brilliant 
and  diflScult  operations,  which  sealed  the  military  results  of 
the  war.     The  city  of  Mexico  occupied  a  slight  swell  of 
groand  near  the  centre  of  an  irregular  basin,  girdled  in  its 
greater  extent  with  a  ditch,  or  deep  navigable  canal,  difficult 
to  bridge ;  and  eight  entrance  gates  over  arches  Scott  found 
defended  by  a  system  of  strong  works  which  proper  skill  and 
resources  might  have  rendered  almost  impregnable  against 
him.    All  the  southern  approaches  near  the  city  were  over 
ele?ated  causeways,  cut  already  to  oppose  him,  and  flanked 
by  other  ditches  and  marshy  meadows,  less  overflowed  than 
was  nsaal  at  this  season.     Determining  to  avoid  this  latter 
network  of  obstacles,  so  as  to  economize  the  lives  of  his 
troops,  Scott  resolved  to  seek  another  approach,   septem- 
more  favorable,  by  a  sudden  inversion  to  the  south-    ^^  lo- 
west and  west,  at  the  same  time  making  it  appear  a  feint, 
and  keeping  the  enemy's  mind  diverted  to  the  point  which  he 
first  threatened.     This  stratagem  succeeded  by  movements 
executed  during  the  next  two  days,  until  it  was  too  late  for 
the  foe  to  recover  from  their  delusion.     Chapulte- 
pec's  massive  and  isolated  height,  whose  guns  had  ^^i^™3. 
lately  poured  their  Are  unchallenged,  was  now  as- 
sailed iu  earnest.     A  heavy  bombardment  and  cannonade 
commenced  early  on  the  12th,  and  was  kept  up  leisurely 
until  nightfall.     To  Pillow  and  Quitman  were  assigned  the 
prooiinent  parts  for  the  following  morning ;  Worth  reserving 
his  division  to  support  the  former,  and  General  Persifer 
Smith  the  latter.     Twiggs's  guns  boomed  meanwhile  from  a 
distance,  threatening  the  southern  gates  of  the  capital,  and 


•  See  3  Scott,  505  (official  report) ;  S  H.  H.  Bancroft,  497-506,  where  the 
on  both  tides  are  reckoned. 
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holding  the  main  corps  of  Mexican  soldiery  on  the  defensiT^^ 
On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  the  storming  of  Chapiiltepec:= 
followed  on  the  west  and  southeast  sides,  and  the  conspic — 
nous  daring  of  former  fights  was  repeated  with  like  reward.  ^ 
Emerging  from  woods  which  concealed  their  earlier  approach  ^ 
our  storming  parties  drove  the  Mexican  guards  before  them  — ^ 
and  then  advanced  straight  in  the  face  of  mounted  guns 
of  ramparts  lined  with  musketry.     Disdaining  shelter,  thej 
carried  their  colors  to  the  very  walls,  over  which  they  rushec 
with  a  shout  as  soon  as  a  few  ladders  could  be  placed  in 
sition.     The  Mexicans  fled  in  wild  panic  and  dismay,  rushin^Z 
over  the  walls  and  down  the  precipices,  while  musket-shot^a 
flew  from  man  to  man,  and  strong  buildings  fell  in  a  mass  o:^ 
ruins  covered  with  the  dead  and  dying.     Among   exciting 
scenes  like  these, — ^Worth's  division  now  taking  one  unex— 
pected  road  to  the  city,  and  Quitman's  another,  while  the 
unfortunate  patriot  defenders  were  driven  in  great  conf usioo 
from  one  point  of  resistance  to  another  until  forced  within 
the  city  walls, — the  Mexican  capital  was  reached  before 
nightfall,  and  Scott's  army  gained  possession  of  two  gates, — 
Quitman  in  his  ardor  pressing  inside  and  sheltering  his  men 
as  best  he  might  from  the  guns  of  the  last  formidable  citadel 
which  was  yet  to  be  taken.     But  here  the  invading  operations 

ended.     Early  the  next  morning,  while  it  was  yet 
^*^T.    ^^^^^  ^  deputation  of  the  municipal  council  waited 

upon  our  general-in-chief  to  report  that  the  author- 
ities of  the  republic  had  fled  with  Santa  Anna's  army  from  the 
capital  at  dead  of  night,  and  to  capitulate  on  behalf  of  them* 
selves  and  the  inhabitants.  Wrathful  at  this  escape,  Scott 
refused  to  sign  any  capitulation,  but  declared  he  would  enter 
as  soon  as  daylight  permitted  him.  He  did  so  without  re- 
sistance ;  though  there  was  some  casual  flring  from  the  flat 
roofs  and  windows  of  the  houses  by  Mexican  convicts,  just 
liberated,  and  disbanded  soldiers.  In  vain,  and  for  the  last 
time,  had  the  new  republic  resisted  by  force  of  arms  the  fatal « 
aggressions  of  her  elder  and  superior  sister.  Scott's  victories 
gained  the  climax  of  military  success,  which  Taylor  had  so 
well  inaugurated.     The  mingled  descendants  of  proud  eon* 
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qoeron  and  conqaered  Indians  succumbed  in  humiliation  to 
tike  second  Cortes.  The  grand  plaza  which  the  invading 
Spaniard  had  himself  laid  out  in  the  sixteenth  century  saw 
tbe  strange  spectacle  of  American  troops  marching  to  the 
moBic  of  their  national  airs  during  the  imposing  entry  of 
tiieir  majestic  commander ;  over  the  National  Palace,  once 
tiie  proud  site  of  the  Montezumas,  opposite  the  rich  Cathedral 
tiuit  now  supplanted  the  old  temple  of  idolatrous  saciifice, 
were  hoisted  the  American  stars  and  stripes ;  aod  the  second 
oonqaest  of  Mexico  passed  into  history.* 


Section  IU. 

period  of  thirtieth  congress. 

March  4,  1847— March   3,  1849. 

Sdllbn  and  dissatisfied  had  dispersed  our  Twenty-ninth 
Congress  after  a  final  session  of  acrimonious  debate  and 
scanty  l^islation.f      The  responsibility,  do  less  than  the 
odium  of  the  war,  this  body  had  laid  heavily  upon 
tbe  shoulders  of  the  President  and  his  cabinet,  to  ^^y^^ 
woxk  the  situation  out  as  best  they  might  with  the 
meaos  afforded  them.     One  act  of  the  Seuate  near  the  close 
of  the  session  was  to  reject  Polk's  nomination  of  Charles  J. 
IngersoU  for  minister  to  France,  who  was  a  partisan  of  un- 
questioned  ability,  but  false  and  malicious ;  and  the  venerable 
Richard  Rush  was  finally  selected.     At  the  adjournment  no 
brilliant  operations  in  the  field  were  reported,  and  the  public 
mind  poised  in  painful  suspense,  between  fresh  hopes  of 
achievement  from  Scott's  new  expedition  and  forebodings 
that  Taylor's  diminished  army  was  in  great  jeopardy.     Dis- 
tant rumors  which  reached  Washington  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  and  about  the  middle  of  March,  increased 

^  See,  far  nairatiyes  and  details  of  these  last  military  events,  2  Scott'i 
Mflmoin,  c.  32;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  506-523,  and  authorities  cited. 
t  8m  vol.  iy.  pp.  040^644. 
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the  general  anxiety  on  this  latter  point.  AH  buUetu 
ing  from  our  far-off  seat  of  war  reached  New  Or 
gulf  steamers,  and  were  thence  conyeyed  by  qilirslo' 
or  another  through  or  around  the  cotton  States,  ui 
reached  the  Potomac  and  our  seat  of  government, 
the  ^^  magnetic  telegraph  "  and  enterprising  Northern 
would  disseminate  the  news  among  the  people, 
manner  came  the  first  rumor  that  a  great  battle  f( 
Saltillo  had  ended  in  a  reverse  to  our  arms  and  a 
But  a  different  rumor  soon  after  succeeded ;  and  jus 
April  sped  the  full  tidings  right  joyfully  of  Taylor's 
though  costly  victory  at  Buena  Vista.  In  comparis 
this  glorious  intelligence,  the  bombardment  and  ca 
Vera  Cniz,  announced  shortly  after,  made  1 
eitement,  for  the  news  followed  a  public 
from  gloom  to  exultation.  Cen*o  Gordo  and  the  other 
successes  which  attended  Scotf  s  progress  were  hei 
later  months  after  the  worst  anxiety  of  the  war  had 
Zachary  Taylor,  "  the  general  who  never  surrendei 
grew  every  day  as  the  hero  of  the  people,  having  ti 
boldest  and  best  course  for  his  own  vindication  a 
government  deserted  him.  On  the  first  day  of  A 
Netv  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  hoisted  l 
for  next  President,  and  other  presses  and  k 
ventions  opposed  to  the  administration  wei'e  not 
follow.  His  biography  and  portrait  were  announced 
and  taking  style  by  rival  dealers ;  "  rough  and  rea 
manacs  came  out ;  and  Taylor's  name  was  presently 
and  applauded  wherever  Mexico  was  mentioned  at 
dinner.  These  earlier  demonstrations  in  his  fav 
spontaneous  rather  than  with  the  sanction  of  polit 
full  Whig  communion,  for  the  popular  current 
strongly  in  favor  of  new  men  and  new  policies,  thro 
affection  with  existing  parties.  Yet  the  Whigs  of  I 
nominated  Taylor  for  President  a  week  before  the  ue 
of  Buena  Vista's  battle ;  and  when  these  Taylor  r 
began  to  be  held,  some  Kentuekian  observed  in  a 
which  sagacious  Whigs  often  quoted,  that  the  Generi 
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beekcted  Ptesident  ''  by  spontaneous  combustion/'  Taylor 
ihowed  excellent  traits.  In  a  speech  made  by  Jefferson 
Davu,  one  of  his  sons-in-law  and  a  colonel  upon  his  staff, 
wbo8e  valor  shone  in  Buena  Vista,  the  old  man*s  points  of 
character  were  well  described :  courage  in  danger,  affection 
f(AisiDen,  and  honest  simplicity.  Not  a  soldier  in  Taylor's 
command  but  loved  him ;  he  was  the  poor  man's  sympathiz- 
ing friend,  and  the  eye  so  stern  in  battle  could  be  suffused 
with  tenderness.* 

Bat  the  leading  Whigs  drew  slowly  to  Taylor,  and  only 
tt  tiiey  felt  the  increasing  necessity  of  doing  so.  Henry 
Clay  was  the  idol  still  of  their  intelligent  majority,  in  spite 
of  past  defeat.  Horace  Greeley  and  his  Tribu7ie  nursed 
with  pathetic  devotion  the  broken  hopes  of  the  old  leader, 
and  stiemly  refused  all  overtures  from  friends  of  the  military 
cuHlidate,  to  whom  objection  was  made  that  he  was  equally 
&  sUreholder  with  Clay,  and  besides,  a  warrior  destitute  of 
civH  experience  and  fixed  political  principles,  iu  the  ques- 
^  which  agitated  the  country  a  dumb  oracle,  and  hardly 
a  Whig  at  all.  Clay  had  lost  a  son,  his  own  namesake,  in 
the  fight  of  Buena  Vista,  and  a  letter  from  tlie  General, 
tOQchingly  expressed,  condoled  with  him  in  his  sorrow. 
I^ng  retired  from  public  affairs,  earning  a  new  sobriquet  as 
the  farmer  of  Ashland,  veiy  gradually  after  his  disastrous 
campaign  of  1844  did  this  old  champion  of  the  Whig  party 
gifd  up  anew  the  loins  of  his  disappointed  ambition.  A  few 
among  his  legion  of  personal  friends  had,  in  th^  meantime, 
and  with  scrupulous  delicacy,  relieved  his  pecuniary  needs, 
^d  placed  him  in  easy  circumstances  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
^J  was  now  in  his  seventieth  year,  practising  in  a  desultory 
▼ay  his  profession,  and  upon  infrequent  occasions  of  health 
or  business  managing  to  visit  New  Orleans  or  the  eastern 
dties,  where  his  presence,  always  welcomed,  was  likely  to 
elicit  some  public  expression.  This  summer,  joining  the 
Church,  he  became  a  Christian  by  profession ;  his  proud 
spirit  was  chastened  and  he  kept  it  so.     This  same  summer, 

•  Newspapers  of  the  day,  May-July,  1847 ;  72  Niles,  97,  etc. 
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anziouB  Whig  delegations  began  urging  him  to  addresB  the 
people  upon  the  grave  topics  of  the  day.    Clay  at 
November  i^i^g^jj  complied ;   and  in  a  speech  which  he  de- 
livered at  Lexington,  before  his  Kentuckian  neigh- 
bors, but  which   was  printed  and  circulated  far  and  wide, 
and    read    in   every   State,   and,  one  might    almost  say, 
in  every  village  and  hamlet  of  the  Union.*     This  Lexing- 
ton speech  gave,  as  the  orator  meant  it  should,  the  k^- 
note  of  Whig  opposition  for  the   new  Congress  about  to 
assemble.     Its  theme  was  the  unnatural  war  with  MexioOt 
and  its  text  the  prophecy  of  Clay's  Raleigh  letter  of  1844, 
already  fulfilled,  that,  in   the  case  of  Texas,  *^  aunexation 
and  war  were  identical."    Reciting  the  events  which  bad 
transpired   since   that  utterance,  he   arraigned  the  set  ia 
power  with  that  scathing  eloquence  which  was  his  peculiar  dis- 
tinction, and  yet  as  one  who  felt  that  his  autumn  had  come* 
His  argument  was  epitomized  in  a  series  of  resolutions  whi^ 
his  Lexington  hearers  unanimously  adopted.     These  resdO" 
tions  set  forth  that  the  Mexican  War  had  been  brought  on 
by  deceit  and  unrighteousness,  and  yet  its  prosecution  hud 
now  become  a  national  concern ;  that  Congress  ought  by 
some  authentic  act  to  declare  the  objects  of  this  war,  and 
control  the  President  in  his  prosecution  of  it;    that  any 
such  purpose  as  the  wholesale  annexation  of  Mexico  (fof 
such,  by  many  outside  the  confidence  of  government,  was 
supposed  to  be  the  plan)  ought  to  be  opposed  under  all  cir- 
cumstances,   and  especially  the  present;  that,  considering 
our  splendid  series  of  victories,  the  United  States  ought  to 
practise  the  virtues  of  moderation  and  magnanimity,  requir- 
ing no  dismemberment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  but  oidy  a 
just  and   proper  fixation  of  the  limits  of  Texas ;  and  that 
we  should  disclaim  all ''  wish  or  desire  on  our  part  to  acquire 
any  foreign  territory  whatever,  for  the  purpose  of  propagat- 
ing slavery,  or  of  introducing  slaves  from  the  United  States." 
Fellow-citizens  of  the  Union  were  further  counselled  to  as- 
semble in   local  meetings   of  their  own   and  declare  their 

*  Colton's  Last  Years  of  Clay,  c.  1,  2. 
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opioicms  on  the  same  subject*     Following  that  last  Bagges- 

tioo,  pablic  meetings  were  held  in  New  York  and  yarioos 

other  cities  and  towns,  which  indorsed  these  sentiments  and 

with  the  Whig  presses  lauded  Clay's  speech  as  one  which 

gftve  hwck  to  the  people  their  own  thoughts. 

Admirable  as  was  all  this  public  expression,  and  generous 
as  day's  speech  sounded,  when  coming  from  the  lips  of  a 
slayeholder  whose  hearers  and  personal  associates  were  slave- 
holders also,   close  scrutiny  must  detect  that  with  all  this 
indulgence  of  invective,  this  reprobation  of  slavery,  this  plea 
for  generous  treatment  of  our  foe.  Clay,  with  his  habitual 
desire  to  make  a  platform  broad  enough  for  all  good  men 
to  stand  upon,  left  the  lines  of  practical  policy  in  the  pres- 
ent iDBtance  a  little  undefined.     He  did  not  insist,  as  Corwin 
bad  done  before  the  Senate  in  his  glowing  speech  of  the  late 
Bession,  nor  as  Winthrop  had  just  expressed  himself  in  a 
FtDeaOHall  speech,  pitched  to  Webster's  earlier  expression, 
that  this  war  should  be  stopped  where  it  was.     Neither  had 
be  squarely  placed  himself  upon  the  radical  dogma  of  the 
WilxDot  Proviso,  though  the  bearing  of  his  resolutions  seemed 
certainly  in  that  direction.     By  this  time  Scotf  s  entrance 
into  the  Mexican  capital  had  been  bulletined,  and  it  was  felt 
that  the  sister  republic  lay  prostrate  at  our  feet  and  at  our 
mercy.     Webster,  on  the  Senate  floor  had  already  proposed 
that  no  territory  should  be  annexed  at  all,  his  pica  being 
that  this  Union  was  scarcely  powerful  enough  or  virtuous 
enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  acquisitiou.f     Such  a  pro- 
posal, as  events  moved,  was  only  uiore  Quixotic  than  that 
ot  Clay's  Lexington  resolutions,  which  aUowed  a  moderate 
annexation.     The  one  great  plan  which  fitted  the  political 
dtnation,  that  which  gave  the  whole  humane  North  and  all 
oppoBers  of  this  war  common  ground  to  unite  upon,  against 
the  greed  of  slavery  extension  in  which  the  war  originated, 
the  Wilmot  Proviso, — the  provision  that  all  territory  to 


•  ColUm's  Last  Years  of  Clay,  c.  3;  2  Schorz's  Clay,  c.  25;  73  NUm, 
190,  198. 
t  72  Vnm,  30,  7i. 
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be  acquired  from  Mexico  should  be  forever  consecra 
freedom.  This  Wilmot  Proviso  was  the  one  glonoui 
engendered  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress. f  It  oflfe 
mediate  between  Whigs  and  the  conscience  Democrat 
proposed  a  sort  of  national  penance  and  self-disciplii 
the  sins  already  committed  against  a  fellow-race  and  a  i 
boring  republic.  If  adopted  in  season  it  must  surely 
stopped  the  wheels  of  war  short  of  violent  dismember 
And  not  having  been  so  adopted,  it  still  offered  the 
the  single  political  means  of  uniting  the  honest  anti-sl 
and  anti-slave-propagating  sentiment  of  the  whole  coi 
at  a  perilous  crisis,  upon  legitimate  and  constitutional  gi 
most  available  and  most  essential  to  Congress.  It  wa 
practical  adaptiveness  to  the  times,  whether  the  war  st 
or  whether  it  went  on,  whether  acquisition  or  no  acqa: 
resulted,  that  made  the  Wilmot  Proviso  fiame  in  the 
like  Constantine's  cross,  so  instantly  hailed  with  cj 
through  the  more  populous  range  of  the  Union,  t 
cursed  by  slave  propagandists  in  the  remote  South. 

How  stirring  and  courageous  had  been  the  resol 
passed  by  the  legislatures  of  so  many  Northern  State 
year,  and  submitted  to  Congress, — by  Massachusetts 
mont.  New  York,  and  Michigan,  for  example, — 
pledged  resistance  to  any  new  territorial  annexation  of 
tory  to  the  Union  except  for  freedom.  But  close  up< 
heels  of  adjournment  came  a  concert  of  Southern  int 

to  oppose  that  idea.     South  Carolina  began  br 
April     ^^rnestly  against  the  proviso,  when  Calhoun, 

memorable  speech  at  Charleston,  demandc 
slavery  equal  rights  in  tiie  new  territories,  and  urged  f 
planters  of  his  section  to  form  a  party  for  perpet 
thi  ir  institution,  making  that  object  paramount  to  all  c 

The   resolutions  of  this  same  Charleston  mc 

passed  unanimously,  at  his  instance,  warn* 
Union  that  the  South  meant  to  extend  slavery  over  at  le« 
half  of  the  territory  to  be  acquired  from  Mexib»--aud 

*  Vol.  Iv.  p.  544. 
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maintain  its  equal  rights  at  all  hazards.  From  self -admiring 
Virgioia  came  resolutions  of  milder  scope  but  similar  fibre. 
*'  Let  us  alone,"  wrote  Governor  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  in 
a  public  letter,  defiuing  the  Southern  attitude;  '^  the  Soutfji 
must  be  united ;  "  abolitionism  must  be  resisted.  No  sup- 
porter of  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  declared  the  Richmond  En- 
quirery  can  receive  the  support  of  the  Southern  democracy 
for  President.* 

Of  this  famous  Wilmot  Proviso,  David  Wilmot,  rural  Penn- 
sylvanian  and  Democrat  of  the  last  and  the  next  House, 
was  unquestionably  the  author ;  or  at  least  was  author 
of  an  adaptation. t  Not  only  did  colleagues  and  con- 
temporaries allow  him  whatever  fame  might  ac- 
croe  from  giving  to  so  important  a  proposal  the 
prefix  of  his  name,  but  he  lectured  tliis  year  and  spoke  in 
various  meetings  and  conventions  of  other  States  for  the 
caoae,  where  he  was  introduced  as  ''  author  of  the  proviso." 
At  ooe  of  these  meetings,  in  New  York  State,  he  related 
bow  he  had  first  suggested  the  idea  in  a  dinner-table  conver- 
sation, and  upon  the  approval  of  two  friends,  submitted  it 
to  a  larger  council  of  Democrats,  and  then,  with  their  united 
assent,  proposed  it  to  the  House  as  a  rider  to  tlie  war  appro- 
priation bill. J  "There  goes  the  proviso,"  gallery  visitors 
at  the  capitol  would  whisper  in  these  days,  while  the  House 
vas  in  session,  pointing  to  a  stout  Dutch-built  man  of  mod- 
erate height,  with  light  hair  and  eyes,  smooth  face  and  florid 
<^niplexion,  who  moved  among  the  desks,  slightly  conscious 
of  attracting  notice,  and  with  pleasing  countenance.  Yet 
Wihnot,  brave  and  honorable,  was  not  a  great  but  a  growing 
nian,  and  Whig  statesmen  whose  endowments  were  surpass- 
ingly greater  showed  envy  of  this  Democrat's  renown.  The 
medicine  nauseated  them  with  such  a  label.  "It  is  not 
their  thunder,"  said  Webster  of  the  Democrats,  in  his  speech 
at  the  Massachusetts  convention  this  year, — more  than  in- 

*72NUe6,paa»im. 

f  VoL  It.  p.  M4.    The  language  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  closely  follows 
Uie  Oxdinanoe  of  1787,  bat  adapts  its  language  to  the  existing  emergency. 
I  New  Yock  Tribone,  Oct.  29, 1847. 
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sinuating  that  he  was  the  Jove  whose  bolts  had  been  stolen^ 
again  in  the  1848  campaign,  his  figurative  speech  denoancedL 
this  appropriation  of  Whig  ideas  as  savoring  of  petty  larceny ; 
and  finally,  in  1850,  when  about  to  desert  the  good  groan(L 
altogether,  he  contemptuously  declared  that  the  Wilmot^ 
Proviso  was  '*  no  shibboleth  for  him."*  Reproach  like  thi» 
suited  better  the  argument  of  counsel  in  a  patent  infringe- 
ment suit  than  that  of  a  statesman.  A  great  principle 
should  be  saluted  for  the  good  that  is  in  it.  Beneficent 
ideas  in  legislation  are  dedicated  and  belong  to  the  whole 
public ;  they  are  not  for  the  special  profit  and  monopoly  of 
the  individual  or  the  set  that  invents  them,  but  may  be  used 
by  any  political  party  to  promote  the  general  good.  But 
party  pride  and  party  prejudice  are  inveterate ;  and  accord- 
ingly it  will  not  surprise  us  that  the  Wilmot  Proviso  died  out 
in  a  few  years,  when  the  doctrine  enfolded  in  its  shell  lost 
popularity.  That  doctrine,  in  a  more  striking,  more  sweep- 
ing, and  more  presentable  form,  was  the  extension  to  all 
national  temtory  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787, — Jefferson's 
Ordinance,  the  Ordinance  of  Freedom, — that  sacred  decree, 
penned  perhaps  in  its  perfected  draft  by  a  Dane  or  a  Rufus 
King,  but  whose  first  inspiration  came  from  Virginia  and  the 
slaveholders.  Brought  forward,  as  this  narrative  will  show, 
under  later  circumstances  of  national  stress  and  peril  and 
offense  to  the  free  sentiment  of  the  majoiity,  this  Wilmot 
Proviso,  with  its  new  and  betttT  name,  rallied  and  reunited 
the  North  in  a  crusade  for  tlie  right,  and  at  length  forced 
the  path  to  victory, — to  a  victory  which  resistance  made 
only  the  more  overwhelming  and  final. 

Northern  dissensions  which  the  Mexican  War  and  the 
whole  crafty  policy  of  the  administration  bred  in  our  democ- 
racy portended  public  disaster.  These  dissensions  widened 
rapidly  under  the  wedge  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso;  in  New 
York  State,  more  espeiMally,  where  Marcy's  influence  was' 
that  of  a  '' hunker*'  or  ''hard  shell"  (to  apply  the  cant 
term  of  the  day)  and  could  not  reconcile  the  "  softs  "  or 
**  barnburners  "  who  inclined  to  anti-slavery  views  and  the 

*  Lodge's  Webster,  293 ;  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  34 ;  newspapers  of  1848. 
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leadership  of  Silas  Wriglit     Wright's  death  this  year,  after 
the  failure  to  re-elect  him  governor,  was  a  serious 
blow  to  Democrats  of  the  latter  class,  and  a  ca-    '^^ 
liiiiiity  to  all  citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  who  had  resolved 
that  a  barrier  must  be  opposed  to  the  further  usurpations  of 
slavery.     Polk's  administration,  which  owed  much  to  this 
man,  had  rendered  him  little ;  aware  that  his  steadfast  soul 
diBapproved  of  its  policy,  and  that  tlie  anti-slavery  element 
of  the  country  turned  to  him  for  next  President.     "  The 
WUmot   Proviso,"  wrote   Horace   Greeley  in    an   obituary 
sketch,  '*  owes  more  to  Silas  Wright  than  to  any  other  man ; 
he  was  the  soul  and  centre  of  the  influence  that  held  so  many 
of  his  party  steadfast  through  the  trials  of  last  winter."  * 

The  administration  lost  ground  in  many  State  elections  of 
this  year.     New   York   furnished   an   important  instance. 
Among  Wright's  friends  and  those  who  revered  his  memory 
was  Azariali  Flagg,  the  comptroller,  who  had  guarded  the 
State  treasury  so  sedulously  that  many  canal  contractor  and 
other  claimants  were  his  personal  enemies.     Tiie  '^  hunkers" 
threw  him  over  in  the  regular  party  convention,  and  put  for- 
ward new  men  for  the   otlier  subordinate   State 
ofRces  whose  election  came  in  contest  this  year. 
Id  this  same  convention  they  rejected  John  Van  Buren,  the 
ex-President's  son,  as  a  delegate,  and  voted  down  all  ap- 
proval of  the  Wilmot  Proviso.     But  the  ' '  barnburners,"  hold- 
ing their  own  convention  at  Herkimer,  pronounced 
for  *'  free  trade,  free  speech,  free  labor,  and  free 
soil."      The  Whig  convention  desired  "  no  more  territory 
unless  it  is  free."     The  "  dough-face  "  ticket  of  the 
first  convention  lost  and  anti-administration  candi- 
dates won  by  good  majorities, — Hamilton  Fish  being  chosen 
lieutenant-governor,  and  Millard  Fillmore  leading  the  list  with 

•  New  York  Tribune,  Aug.  28, 1847.  That  does  not  mean  that  Silas 
Wright  had  any  claim  to  be  considered  the  author  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 
See  Wright's  own  letter,  written  April  15,  which  indorses  **  the  Wilmot 
FroviaOy  as  I  understand  it. "  Hammond^s  Life  of  Wright,  714.  And 
see  Prenton  King's  credit  of  authorship  to  Wilmot,  ib.  705.  Benton  was 
one  of  those  wlio  had  named  Silas  Wright  for  next  President. 
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nearly  40,000  votes  above  his  competitor  as  Flagg's  successor. 
For  the  first  time  ia  six  years  the  State  government  was  now 
Whig  in  every  department  except  the  judiciary,  Young  hav- 
ing been  chosen  governor  over  Silas  Wright  in  the  Novem- 
ber preceding. 

Other  Democratic  States  between  March  and  November 
proclaimed  their  disaffection.     New  Hampshire,  which  had 
given  Polk  more  than  9000  over  Clay  in  1844, — 
the  largest  Presidential  vote,  in  proportion,   that 
he  received  in  any  State  but  one, — re-elected  a  Democratic 
governor  by  a  very  narrow  margin,  and  had  not  the  Demo- 
crats representing  it  in  Congress  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Pit>- 
viso  against  the  President's  wishes,  there  would  probably 
have  been  no  re-election  at  all.     A  later  Congres- 
sional contest  brought  it  apparently  to  an  inde- 
pendent attitude  in  national  affairs.     Connecticut  discharged 
its  loco-foco  governor  and  installed  a  Whig.     Ten- 
nessee, the  State  of  Jackson  and  Polk,  whose  illu- 
sions had  vanished,  swung  from  a  Democratic  Brown  to  a 
Whig  of  the  same  surname.     Northern  Whig  States 
all  the  while  stood  firmly  by  their  candidates, — the 
Vermont  Whig  convention  pronouncing   among  the  eai'liest 
for  "free  territory  or  none."     The  people  of  Wisconsin,  re- 
jecting the  proposed   State  constitution,    chose  to   remain 
longer  in  the  territorial  condition,   despite  the  late  act  of 
admission  proffered  by  Congress.     '*  No  more  slave  territory 
in  any  event "  was  louder  still  the  slogan  of  the  North.     As 
autumn  drew  on,  the  elections  for  Congress  made  it  more 
and  more  apparent  that  the   next  House  would  leave  the 
administration  in  a  minority.     Hence  the   tone  of  popular 
discussion  was  in  louder  dissonance   with  the  President's 
policy.     Let  us  stop  supplies,  it  was  now  urged ;  let  us  feed 
no  longer  this  insatiate  demon  of  war  as  we  have  been  doing, 
unless  the  President  can  moke  out  a  case  showing  that  hos- 
tilities are  prosecuted  for  no  purpose  of  making  a  new  acqui- 
sition, but  simply  for  the  safety  of  the  Union.*     Iowa's  first 

*  See,  e.  g,t  Daniel  Webster  in  Massachusetts  Wh\%  convention;  73 
NUes.  10^ 
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legislatiye  contest  as  a  State  went,  to  the  surprise  of  both 
national  parties,  against  the  administration.  *  In  one  respect, 
at  least,  concerning  this  war.  Northern  sentiment  strongly 
ooiocided ;  and  that  was,  in  condemning  the  civilian  pai't 
of  the  administi'ation,  which  had  shown  the  appetite  of  a 
wolf  and  the  heart  of  a  stag. 

Of  this  swelling  tide  of  obloquy  and  condemnation  Polk 
himself  was  well  aware.  But  he  opened  not  his  lips  to  the 
people  to  justify  himself,  uor  (so  far  as  history  is  aware) 
gave  an  explanation  more  candid  to  party  friends  than  what 
his  public  messages  reveal.  Secretiveness  was  his  constant 
habit.  That  he  felt  anxious  and  troubled,  however,  was 
certain  even  at  the  climax  of  those  brilliant  victories  i^hich 
his  generals  had  wrested  from  Mexico  so  far  away.  The 
disaffection,  from  one  cause  or  another,  of  leaders  of  opinion 
like  Calhoun,  Wiight,  and  Benton,  was  a  sore  vexation  to 
himf  He  now  sought  to  rally  his  jaded  spirits,  and  to  re- 
cruit, if  possible,  political  strength,  by  takiug  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  Eastern  States,  as  so  many  of  his  predecessors  had 
done.     After  an  excursion   to    Raleigh    and    his,, 

111  AV     TllTII* 

Mtive  State  he  returned  to  Washington,  and  then 
began  the  main  journey,  accompanied  by  members  of  his 
cabinet.  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston  were  visited, 
and  his  tour  extended  into  the  State  of  Maine  as  far  east- 
ward as  Augusta  and  Gardiner.  The  farther  the  President 
travelled  the  greater  grew  the  ceremony  and  the  less  the 
enthusiasm.  New  York  itself,  that  misgoverned  citadel  of 
Democratic  strength,  had  just  chosen  a  mayor  of  opposite 
politics,  and  its  Whig  common  council  begrudged  even  a 
moderate  appropriation  for  entertaining  the  highest  potentate 
io  America.  Here,  too,  the  7th  of  May  had  been  celebrated 
by  an  illumination  for  our  national  victories  in  Mexico,  and 


•72NUe8,  149. 

f  Benton  had  scarcely  declined  his  major-generars  commission  when 
he  came  out  in  a  public  letter,  calling  upon  the  people  of  Oregon  to  stand 
bjtiieir  fundamental  act  copied  from  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  News- 
papers of  the  day.    See  Final  Notes. 
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the  second  day  after  in  mourning  over  the  fallen  dead ;  and 
the  latter  occasion,  the  more  impressive  of  the  two,  lingered 
like  a  suppressed  anathema.  While  Folk's  reception  in 
this  city  did  not  fail  in  decorum,  the  curiosity  of  the  people 
was  greater  than  their  applause.  Tammany  initiated  the 
President  into  their  order,  but  he  pleaded  fatigue  for  shorten- 
ing the  ceremonies,  and  the  same  plea  sheltered  him  from 
various  other  demonstrations  on  the  route.  His  speeches, 
where  he  made  any,  aud  his  personal  appearance,  recalled 
the  circuit  preacher  more  than  the  lawyer  or  public  man; 
his  elocution  was  sedate  and  dry,  interspersed  with  many  a 
*'  sir  "  and  Southern  peculiarities  of  enunciation.  But  it  was 
chiefly  observed  by  those  who  had  known  him  in  the  past 
that  he  seemed  actually  borne  down  by  the  cares  of  supreme 
office ;  and  that  two  years  of  the  Presidency  had  made  him 

an  old  man.  Back  at  his  post  in  early  July,  he 
September ^^  reported  much  better  in  health  and  spirits; 

but  a  few  weeks  later  he  was  known  to  be  ill  again, 
in  spite  of  close  secrecy  at  the  White  House ;  and  only  the 
knowledge  of  his  abstemious  habits  and  system  in  all  things 
aUayed  the  anxiety  of  his  cabinet.* 

So  little  credit  was  given  to  Polk  for  the  military  successes 
of  the  war,  and  so  rapidly  grew  the  furore  for  "old  Zach'* 
that  almost  in  presence  of  the  President,  while  his  head- 
quarters were  in  New  York  city,  a  loco-foco  meeting  put  up 
Taylor  for  the  next  party  candidate.  The  diabolism  of  this 
war,  its  exorbitant  cost,  the  disgraceful  plunder  and  dis- 
sipation of  our  volunteer  troops  at  Santa  Fe,  these  and  other 
charges  widely  circulated,  not  to  add  that  of  duplicity  to- 
wards the  two  chief  generals,  the  Washington  Unions  Polk's 
organ,  had  struggled  hard  to  refute.  It  had  pressed  the 
friends  of  the  administration  to  call  a  convention  early,  and 
nominate  the  party  candidates ;  it  had  harped  upon  the  strain 
that  to  refuse  all  territorial  indemnity  from  Mexico,  or  to 
question  our  own  capacity  to  absorb  into  the  Union  what- 
ever new  domains  or  population  might  be  acquired,   was 

*  See  72  Niles ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 
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oowaidly  folly ;  it  had  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  the  two 
great  sections  to  compromise  between  Northern  and  South- 
em  social  systems  by  extending  the  Missouri  line  of  36°  80' 
to  the  Pftcific  shore.     Behind  such  appeals  and  such  argu- 
ments the  administration  took  refuge.     And  with  Scotf s 
army  quartered,   and   by  this  time  known  to  be  ^^^^^ 
quartered,  in  the  palace  of  the  Montezumas,  Polk 
and  his  cabinet  prepared  to  face  a  hostile  House,  fresh  from 
the  people,  with  a  message  which  should  take  the  strongest 
possible  ground  of  defence.     Treaty  of  peace,  as  yet  there 
was  none  to  produce,  to  the  mortification  of  our  government, 
none  scarcely  to  expect,  such  was  the  '^obstinate  persever- 
ance of  Mexico,"  so  Polk's  message  styled  it,  ^^  in  protract- 
ing the  war."    Most  of  this  message,  indeed,  was  in  Polk's 
owQ  words,  and  showed  that  labored  strain,  so  characteristic 
of  him,  to  make  points  against  his  adversary  by  perverting 
the  facts.     That  the  review  of  the  year  in  so  dignified  a  docu- 
ment as  the  President's  message  to  the  two  houses  of  the 
American  Congress  should  be  either  so  impartial  or  so  re- 
served as  not  to  wound  the  sensibilities  of  posterity,  could 
not  for  an  instant  lodge  in  the  narrow  chamber  of  this  Pres- 
ident's nature;  but   (applying  the  poet's  phrase)   to  party 
he  gave  what  was  meant  for  mankind.      Turning  the  tu 
quoque  upon  the  Whigs,  in  opening  his  narrative,  he  alleged 
that  Congress  '^with  great  unanimity"  had  declared  that 
*^  war  existed  by  act  of  Mexico."     He  further  assumed  that 
Congress  must  have  meant  him  to  acquire  additional  territory, 
since  deferred  claims  of  our  citizens  were  to  be  pressed  for 
payment,  and  Mexico,  being  destitute  of  money,  could  have 
paid  them  off  in  nothing  but  a  territorial  cession.     A  state 
ci  war,  he  continued,  must  abrogate  pre-existing  treaties, 
and  a  treaty  of  peace  should  settle  all  points  of  difference ; 
and  hence  the  treaty  he  had  sought  was  liberal  enough,  be- 
caose  while  taking  more  land  from  Mexico  than  our  claims 
covered,  he  offered  to  be  liberal  about  the  war  expenses  and 
pay  a  round  sum  besides.     Moreover,  if  we  did  not  take 
from  Mexico  what  territory  we  wanted,  some  European 
power  would  plunder  her  in  her  weakness,  and  that  would 
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violate  the  Monroe  doctrine.  But,  after  all  this  web  of  soph- 
isti'y  and  misstatement,  the  administration  was  forced  to 
confess  that  it  had  conquered  without  extorting  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  defeat;  that  while  Mexico  panted  in  oar  iron 
grasp,  and  her  soil  was  overrun  by  our  aimies,  all  our  pro- 
posals for  peace  and  a  treaty  had  met  with  so  little  favor 
that  orders  had  lately  been  sent  for  Trist's  recall ;  and  with 
a  large  deficit  to  report  already  for  the  current  year,  and 
future  expenditures  to  estimate,  whose  probable  millions 
could  not  easily  be  figured  up,  against  which  somewhat  less 
than  half  a  million  had  been  screwed  out  at  our  military 
custom-house  in  Vera  Cruz,  the  President  could  pledge 
nothing  to  Congress  but  his  word  that  he  should  make  no 
more  overtures  of  peace  at  present,  but  wait  for  Mexico  to 
initiate  them.* 

Such  was  the  sentiment  and  such  the  crestfallen  tone  of 

_  ^  the  President's  message  when  the  Thirtieth  Con- 
December.  ^     ^  1  1    ,  A  i»^  .,  .      . 

gress  first  assembled.  After  so  '^  just  a  war  on 
our  part,  originating  in  Mexico's  ^^  invasion  of  the  territory 
of  Texas"  and  ''shedding  the  blood  of  our  citizens  on  our 
own  soil,"  thereby  compelling  us  ''in  self-defence  to  repel 
the  invader," — after  his  personal  willingness  at  every  stage 
of  the  unavoidable  conflict  to  terminate  it  "  by  a  just  peace  " 
(which  comprised,  as  he  admitted,  a  greater  acquisition  from 
our  belligerent  than  either  our  spoliation  claims  or  the  amplest 
boundary  of  Texas  called  for), — Polk's  official  conclusion 
was  that  we  must  appropriate  the  territory  of  Mexico  per- 
manently, and  do  justice  to  ourselves  and  to  her  people  by 
giving  her  a  "  stable,  responsible  and  free  government  under 
our  authority  ;  "  that  we  must  prosecute  the  war  "  with  in- 
creased energy  and  power  in  the  vital  parts  of  the  enemy's 
country ;  "  and  that  in  pursuance  of  a  less  forbeaiing  policy 
than  hitherto,  we  must  not  only  draw  our  supplies  from  the 
enemy  without  paying  for  them,  but  convert  her  internal 
revenues  to  our  own  use  as  we  have  already  converted  the 

*  See  President's  message,  Dec.  7, 1S47 ;  Congressional  Globe ;  73  miea. 
228. 
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customs,  and  levy  contributions  until  her  people  yield  to  the 
preasuie  and  consent  to  our  terms.* 

This  long  but  eagerly  read  message  of  some  eighteen 
thousand  words  was  telegraphed  to  Cincinnati  verbatim  in 
siiteen  hours,  and  published  by  the  press  of  that  city  on 
Thursday  morning,  ha\aiig  been  read  in  Congress  on  Tues- 
day. For  the  electric  wire  now  operated  westward 
from  Philadelphia  to  St.  Louis.  At  noon  of  Mon- 
day the  6th,  a  quorum  met  in  both  wings  of  the  capitol,  all 
but  seven  of  the  House  answering  to  the  roll.  Vice-Presi- 
dent Dallas  called  the  Senate  to  order.  Three  ballots  suf- 
ficed to  organize  the  popular  branch  against  the  administra- 
tion,—Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  being  chosen 
speaker  by  1 10  votes  or  a  bare  majority,  against  Linn  Boyd 
and  the  scattering  candidates.  I'homas  J.  Campbell  was 
elected  clerk  in  place  of  French,  the  late  incumbent.  These 
were  both  Whigs  and  candidates  of  the  Whig  caucus.  Sam- 
uel F.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  a  member  of  ripe  yeai-s  and  experience 
in  the  House,  who  had  declined  to  contend  with  Winthrop  for 
the  first  prize,  received  with  party  approbation  the  distinction 
of  Winthrop's  selection  for  chairman  of  the  wa^^s  and  means, 
and  leader  upon  the  floor. 

This  was  one  of  those  epochs  of  popular  revulsion  when 
a  high  surge  seems  to  sweep  away  from  our  representatives' 
chamber  the  familiar  set.  Of  228  members  of  the  present 
House,  less  than  100  had  sei'ved  in  the  one  preceding,  and  the 
proportion  of  new  members  was  very  great ;  though  respect- 
able, perhaps,  when  put  to  proof,  rather  than  famous.  In 
the  delegations  from  Pennsylvania,  Marylan<l,  Virtrinia,  and 
Xorth  Carolina,  were  many  of  these  novices ;  from  New 
Vork,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  too ;  while  from  the  wist  came 
several  strangers  of  striking  figure  and  physiognomy ,  all  in 
the  prime  of  early  manhood. 

One  of   these   last   was  Abraham   Lincoln,    of   Illinois, 
a  Whig   whom    journalists   likened   to    a   lonely  sycamore 

•  See  Preddent's  measage,  Dec.  7, 1S47 ;  Ck>ngies8ional  Globe ;  73  NUee 
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among  the  forest  Democracy  of  his  State.    By  a  singiil^cu 
coincidence,  two  men,  the  antipodes   of  one  anoiher,   jtxsd 
destined  to  a  world-wide  renown,  entered  this  winter   tM^ 
opposite  portals  of  the  capitol ;   both  unconscions,  no  doab>'^ 
of  the  collision  time  had  in  store  for  them,  and,  for  tbe 
present  conjunction,  hardly  passing  the  salute  of  acqoaliB'^ 
ance.     These  two  men  were  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  Dairf^* 
bom  in  the  same  slave  State,  the  one  of  poor- white  pedigree 9 
the  latter  of  patrician,  and  taken  in  tender  years  to  opposi^^ 
points  of  the  compass.     Lincoln  had  educated  himself  in  Hb^ 
bitter  school  of  privation,  while  Davis's  training  was  a  mili^ 
tary  one  at  the  cost  of  the  general  government.     Two  mer^ 
more  different  in  traits  and  physiognomy  at  the  present  tim^ 
it  would  be  hard  to  discover.     Davis,  of  wiry  and  compacts 
frame  and  medium  height,  combined  the  easy  manners  of  a 
Southern  gentleman  whose   position  was  assured  with  the 
firm  and  erect  carriage  of  a  soldier,  conscious  of  the  distinc- 
tion he  had  won  in  the  late  war,  by  individual  gallantry  and 
his  marriage  connection  with  Taylor.     Davis  had  served 
lately  in  the  House,  but,  resigning   his  seat  to  lead  a  Miss- 
issippi regiment,  he  came  back  as  a  Senator  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
under  the  temporary  appointment  of  the  Governor,  and  was 
confirmed  in  place  by  the  legislature  of  his  State.     His  cast 
of  mind  was  rigid  and  strongly  Southern  ;  eotton  formed  the 
staple  of  his  political  economy,  and  Calhoun  was  his  ideal  of 
a  statesman.     His  heart  was  consecrated  to  expanding  the 
area  for  slave  States,  and  for  that  patriarchal   system  of 
labor  as  to  whose  eternal  fitness  he  felt  no  doubt  whatever. 
He  was  precocious  in  hardeniug  into  that  tenacious,  inflexi- 
ble attachment  to  precepts,  which  in  these  waxen  days  of 
Northern  sensibility  won  so  many  concessions  for  the  sake 
of  national  harmony.     As  an  instance  of  rigidity  worthy  a 
disciple  of  the  South  Carolinian,  Davis  had  just  declined  a 
commission  from  the  President,  as  brigadier-general  of  vol- 
unteers, on  the  ground  that  only  a  State  could  confer  such 
a  title;  and  the  first  impression  he  made   this  winter  in 
senatorial  debate  was  as  a  martinet,  who  praised  regular 
troops  above  volunteers  as  soldiers,  in  words  that  intimated 
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laite  offensively  that  **  the  lower  grades  of  men  "  were  the 
letter  kind  for  such  as  himself  to  handle.* 
What,  if  he  ever  encountered  him,  this  haughty  scion  of 
lie  Democracy  thought  of  that  gaunt,  awkward,  ill-dressed 
rbig  of  the  other  House,  who  was  easy-humored  and  com- 
aoionable,   but  shy  of  drawing-room  receptions,  we  have 

0  means  of  knowing.  Had  not  Abraham  Lincoln  been 
ailed  out  of  slave  soil  while  his  roots  were  tender  he  would 
aye  died  unknown.  But  poverty  in  a  free  territory  helped 
take  a  man  of  him.     This  Congress  saw  the  first  and  last 

1  him  in  legislative  life,  for  he  declined  to  run  another  term, 
«I  his  district  reverted  to  the  Democrats.  Singular  and 
nking  in  personal  appearance,  as  those  who  met  him  in 
lese  years  observed, — not  supposing  that  obsci*vation  of 
uch  consequence, — a  kind  but  shrewd  sagacity  and  droll 
unor  were  his  salient  traits.  Above  all,  he  imaged  to  the 
iiMl  a  steadfast  honesty  of  purpose,  and  genuineness.  In 
single  year  he  was  pronounced  a  universal  favorite  among 
in  who  could  appreciate  whatever  was  rare,  racy,  and 
ique,  and  take  a  rough  diamond  upon  its  own  intrinsic 
rth.  Bad  taste  blurred  the  dignity  of  his  efforts  as  a 
Jater  during  this  brief  national  episode,  as  when  one  enters 
:  fashionable  circle  in  a  homespun  suit.  He  showed  him- 
r  clear-headed,  a  master  of  resources,  nor  did  he  fear  to 
asure  himself  against  statesmen  of  renown ;  but  the  flavor  of 

stamp  and  village  grocery  detracted  from  one  who  trained 
h  the  party  of  gentility.  In  one  speech  of  this  session 
dissected  the  President's  partisan  statement  of  the  causes 
the  Mexican  War,  and,  after  a  favorite  process  of  logical 
soning,  convicted  Polk  out  of  his  own  mouth.  But  in 
)ther  he  flung  dignity  to  the  winds,  and  in  a  sort  of  col- 
uial  harangue  on  Presidential  candidates,  he  amused  the 
use  with  humorous  stories  of  hogs  and  oxen,  and  with 
»lic  illustrations,   pointed  and  racy,   but  by  no  means 


Al{riend'H  Life  of  Jefferson  I  )aviM ;  Cong.  Globe,  1W7^«.  Davis,  while 
^e  House,  had  alluded  in  tlio  same  supercilious  way  to  the  "  tailor 
t  bUcksmith/*  though  intending;  no  personal  offence;  and  this  called 
•  Andrew  Johason  in  reply.    Alfriend,  ib. 
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elegant.*  Lincoln's  quaint  originality,  in  short,  impresc^^ 
his  fellow-members  more  than  the  fibre  of  his  statesmanslxmj 
which  was  fair  and  cautious ;  and  had  he  been  retumecL  ^ 
another  Congress  it  is  possible  he  might  have  suffered^  ^^ 
becoming  better  known,  that  popular  hindrance  to  US^g 
honors  which  more  than  one  able  American  has  lamei&^t>^ 
in  his  own  instance,  by  gaining  the  reputation  of  being  comm^ 
cal.  But  Lincoln  showed  himself,  even  at  this  homeli^ 
stage  of  advancement,  a  logician  of  no  mean  power,  who^ 
conveyance  of  his  ideas  could  be  clear  and  picturesque,  ^x3 
as  a  political  counsellor  he  was  sage  and  practical.f 

Others  noticeable  tliis  session  for  the  first  time  in  the  se^^'^ 
they  occupied  were  John  Bell,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Rol>^'^ 
M.  T.  Hunter  ;  John  P.  Hale,  too,  of  New  Hampshire,  To^y 
faced  and  jocular  as  were  few  public  men  in  these  timea    ^^ 
his  anti-slavery  stripe.      These  all  had  served  in  the  Houfc*^ 
but  were  now  elected  to  a  Senate  which  held  still,  of  the  €>l^ 
magnates,    Webster,    Clayton,    Calhoun,    Berrieji,    Bentois^ 
Mangum,  Crittenden,  and  John  Davis ;  and  among  importao  ^ 
accessions  more  recent,  Dix,  Cameron,  Cass,  Reverdy  John-^ 
son,  and  Cor^in.     Badger,  President  Harrison's  brief  Sec-- 
retary  of  the  Navy,  was  also  here.     In  the  House  were  John 
G.  Palfrey,  of  Massachusetts,  and  John  Minor  Botts,  that 
good  Harry  Clay  Whig  from  Virginia  who  had  figured  so 
strongly  when  in  Representatives*  Hall  before,  at  the  time 
of  President  Tyler's  apostasy.  J     Palfrey,  who  was  a  scholar 
and  a  Whig  of  free-soil  tendencies,  joined  Giddings  in  vot- 
ing against  a  Whig  Speaker,  and  for  this  offence  was  read 
out  of   the  party.     From  Maryland  came  two  able  represen- 
tatives of  opposite  politics,  Alexander  Evans,  a  Whig,  and 
Robert  McLane  (the  son  of  Andrew  Jackson's  famous  Sec- 
retary), a  Democrat.     A  re-elected  member  of  the  House 
was  Andrew  Johnson,  the  Tennessee  tailor,  a  rare  plebeian 
among  slaveholders.     Old  party  names  were  still  dominant 
in  this  Congress.     The  Senate,  which  was  ruled  by  the  Dem- 

♦  See  Con^.  Globe,  Appendix. 

t  J.  G.  Holland's  Lincoln,  c.  9.    See  also  Hay  &  Nicolay. 

X  Vol.  iv.  p.  392. 
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ocntB,  ranked  Hale  as  its  only  independent ;  in  the  Hoase 
there  were  four  of  this  latter  style,  all  chosen  in  opposition 
to  regular  nominees  of  the  administration  party ;  and  of 
these  Levin,  a  roving  citizen  who  had  located  at  Philadelphia, 
represented  a  novel  and  sporadic  movement  in  Atlantic  cities 
known  as  "  Native  American."  * 

Adverse  tempest  had  overturned  the  goodly  majority 
which  sustained  the  President  in  the  previous  House.  This 
▼inter  hy  a  fair  computation  the  Representatives  stood  118 
to  110  against  Polk's  party.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  a  Mass- 
•chusetts  Whig,  chosen  Speaker  by  a  margin  much  narrower,t 
made  a  dignified  presiding  officer, — courteous  and  anxious 
to  do  his  whole  duty,  at  the  same  time  with  a  sense  of  high 
lineage  which  repelled  the  envious.  Windy  censure  of  the 
President  and  unprofitable  inquisition  upon  the 
natives  of  the  Mexican  war,  that  red  drama  of  in-December- 
Mty,  occupied  this  popular  branch  week  after  j^J^S^ 
▼eek  to  little  purpose.  Clay's  Lexington  speech 
applied  the  Whigs  with  ammunition  for  the  play  of  their 
ponderous  aiiillery.  Another  document  which  served  this 
prelude  to  a  Presidential  campaign  was  a  long  and  elaborate 
statement  of  the  official  facts :  this  too  had  appeared  in 
print  shortly  before  Congress  convened;  Gallatin,  tiiat 
ancient  survivor  of  tlie  Jeffersonian  period,  penned  it  as  a 
last  appeal  to  his  fellow-countrymen  at  the  remarkable  age 
0^  eighty-six.  Resolutions  jostled  one  another,  obstructive 
*nd  obnoxious  to  the  Executive,  which  stood  little  chance 
0^  being  answered ;  these  served  as  the  tenter-hooks  of  in- 
vective speeches  for  home  consumption.  One  of  these,  to 
^hich  we  have  already  alluded,  was  that  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. As  to  the  first  shedding  of  blood  by  Mexicans  upon 
'*our8oil,"  according  to  the  President's  message,  "  when," 
Mked  the  member  from  Illinois  *'  did  that  soil  become  ours?  ** 
*nd  the  drift  of  his  few  pertinent  interrogatives  was  to  throw 
"Pon  Polk  the  difficult  burden  of  establishing  a  title  to  the 

•  See  73  Niles,  paasim. 
1  Supra,  p.  76. 
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Nneces  region  through  either  Spain  or  France.  For  as  a  fact, 
ao  far  as  the  United  States  were  concerned,  the  title  to  that 
soU  was  at  least  clouded  and  disputable.  Upon  this  thesis, 
in  language  quaint  and  homely,  the  orator  made  a  clear,  dis- 
passionate and  confident  analysis  of  the  evidence  as  the 
President  had  already  submitted  it.  The  first  blood  of  the 
Mexican  war  was  shed,  as  he  showed  conclusively,  not  upon 
*'  our  soil"  at  all,  but  only  upon  what  we  claimed  to  be  oor 
soil, — a  claim  with  no  clear  proof  to  support  it.* 

The  President  sent  a  message  to  Congress  in  the  middle 
of  December,  explaining  why  he  had  withheld  his  approval 
from  a  bill  which  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  previous  Con- 
gress for  river  and  harbor  improvements.  Monroe's  famous 
message  of  1822  had  confined  the  constitutional  scruple  to 
improvements  which  were  purely  internal ;  f  but  Polk,  pur- 
suing that  stricter  rule  which  Andrew  Jackson  initiated,  en- 
large the  objection  to  improvements  like  the  present.  The 
House,  in  retort,  passed  a  resolution  afl9rming,  by  more  than 
a  two-thirds  vote,  that  river  and  harbor  improvements  were 
just  and  constitutional.  J 

The  House  in  January  called  upon  the  Executive  to  fur- 
nish whatever  correspondence  bad  been  held  with  Santa  Ajina ; 
and  the  Executive  declined  to  comply.  General  Taylor's 
correspondence  with  the  War  Department  was  called  for, 
likewise  General  Scott's;  all  this,  of  course,  to  show  the 
grievances  of  those  officers  against  the  War  Department. 
Meantime  through  all  this  opprobrious  criticism,  the  govern- 
ment struggled  to  carry  the  measures  which  seemed  indis- 
pensable,— a  loan  bill,  which  was  reported  in  the  House, 
and  a  bill  for  ten  more  regiments,  in  the  Senate.  The 
doughty  Cass  called  up  the  latter  bill  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber. Calhoun  wished  a  resolution  considered  first,  which  he 
had  submitted,  §  to  the  effect  that  Mexico  ought  not  to  be 


♦  Cougressiona]  Globe, 
t  Vol.  ili.  p.  256. 
JTSNUes;  Globe. 

t  Holmes  of  Sonth  Carolina  had  (doubtless  in  concert  with  GaUioon) 
offered  a  similar  resolation  in  the  House. 
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held  as  a  subjugated  provinoe,  nor  incorporated  into  the 
Uoited  States  on  a  footing  of  equality.  The  debate  on  these 
two  subjects  occupied  the  Senate  in  January.  Crittenden 
offered  an  amendment  to  the  new  regiment  bill,  preferring 
Tolimteers  to  regulars ;  but  Jefferson  Davis  supported  Cass 
igsiDSt  it  and  the  amendment  was  defeated.  Calhoun  made 
an  impressive  speech  on  his  resolution,  to  show  that  the 
Mexican  race  was  unfit  to  mingle  with  the  Anglo-American. 
Hale  and  Clayton  made  strong  speeches  against  raising  more 
forces  for  subjugation.  Other  opponents  of  the  administra- 
tioQ  span  out  debate  as  though  to  gain  time  were  their  object. 
Meanwiuie  in  the  House  finance  was  uppermost.  The  bill 
over  which  this  branch  dallied  proposed  to  borrow  eighteen 
and  a  half  millions  as  a  war  loan.  Wilmot  pro- 
posed  to  levy  a  direct  tax  until  the  war  debt  was 
paid  off;  but  this  was  voted  down  by  about  three  to  one. 
The  money  market  outside  grew  stringent  and  feverish ;  and 
a  call  was  raised  for  more  Treasury  notes.  After  passing 
votes  of  thanks  to  Taylor  and  Scott,  and  giving  new  mem- 
bm  time  to  air  their  maiden  speeches,  the  House  went  se- 
riously to  work.  On  the  17th  of  February  a  proposal  to 
aothorize  the  issue  of  new  Treasury  notes  for  present  diflS- 
colUes  was  voted  down  by  a  majority  of  one.  Speaker  Wiu- 
tfarop  voting  with  other  conservative  Whigs  against  the  supply 
of  sinews  for  an  '^irresponsible  national  bank,"  and  the 
House  at  length  granted  the  loan  and  sent  its  bill  to  the 
Scuate.*** 

TMs  sort  of  opposition  to   the  Mexican  war  was  not 
after  all  so  very  terrible.     Nor  did  it  quite  come  up  to  the 
sonorous  programme  of  stopping  supplies  unless  the  Execu- 
tive could  make  its  justification  clear.     In  truth  the  Wliigs, 
like  their  distinguished  leader,  were  trimmers  from  instinct, 
and  placed  prudent  limitations  to  the  contest  they  waged 
against  slave   extension   and  inhumanity.     Proud  of  their 
national  fellowship  they  permitted  tacit  differences  to  exist 

*  Consressional  Globe. 
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among  themselves  on  the  subject  most  dislocatiiig  of  alL 
They  took  into  their  reckoning  the  wind  which  blew  from  all 
quarters  of  the  compass.  Northern  sentiment,  therefore, 
they  diluted  so  that  the  product  should  be  national  sentiment 
The  election  of  a  Speaker  had  shown  that  even  in  the  House 
opposition  was  not  harmonious.  And  the  Presidential  cam- 
paign now  approaching,  a  record  of  promise  more  than  per- 
formance appeared  in  order.  Clay  came  to  Washington  this 
winter  in  person  to  argue  cases  before  the  black  gowns  in 
the  pillared  basement,  and  confer  with  political  friends. 
Many  sharp-sighted  Whigs,  who  saw  in  Buena  Vista^s  hero 
the  rising  sun,  were  for  as  non-committal  a  platform  as 
possible.  "Throw  the  reins,"  they  would  say,  "on  the 
horse's  neck  and  he  will  take  us  through  in  safety.'*  Ajid 
once  again  the  Massachusetts  Daniel,  whose  utterances  had 
been  so  bold  when  far  away  from  the  capital,  seemed  to 
shrink  as  he  entered  the  lion's  den.  He  had  his  own  chances 
to  calculate,  and,  if  one  must  be  plain,  he  overcalculated 
them  greatly.  To  originate  was  not  his  forte  in  political 
legislation.  A  resolve  of  the  previous  session,  which  forbade 
the  annexation  by  war  of  any  new  territory  whatsoever,  was 
introduced,  and  known  as  Berrien's  resolve,  because  Web- 
ster would  not  put  his  own  idea  iuto  shape.  And  where  was 
Webster  now,  with  his  breathlessly  awaited  speech  to  stop 
the  war?  The  winter  was  far  advanced  before  he  came  to 
Washington  at  all ;  and  then  he  seemed  most  occupied  in 
thumping  the  dust  out  of  his  briefs  in  the  court  room  under 
the  Senate  chamber.  One  declaration  did  Ashmun,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, propose  and  carry  in  the  House, — that  this  war  had 
been  "  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  begun  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States."  It  was  the  only  substan- 
tial advantage  which  the  House  derived  from  its  whole  prolix 
controversy  with  the  President. 

To  stop  this  war  with  Mexico  was  certainly  impracticable. 
Bulletins  from  Vera  Cruz  soon  made  it  tolerably  clear  that  the 
conquest  had  already  been  completed ;  that  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  forthcoming  which  would  add  an  immense  domain  to 
the  spacious  expanse  of  this  republic.     Opponents  of  the 
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admioistration  might  fear  such  results,  such  an  acquisition ; 
bat  **  manifest  destiny  "  marched  on.  Hence  the  propriety, 
and  even  necessity,  of  deferring  party  proclamations  and 
policy  until  the  situation  had  fully  developed.  December 
dosed  with  rumors  that  Mexico  had  made  propositions; 
other  rumors  came  in  January  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of 
peace;  and  February  dawned  with  an  authentic  report  by 
pony  express  from  New  Orleans,  that  Mexico  had  at  length 
offered  to  sign  a  treaty  on  substantially  the  terms  which  Trist 
proposed  before  the  last  struggle  at  the  gates.*  All  these 
tidings,  with  the  news  besides  of  Santa  Anna's  expulsion 
from  power,  kept  the  Whig  opposition  paralyzed.  Scarcely 
Iwd  our  Representatives  passed  the  loan  bill  when  the  spurred 
messeDger  arrived  at  Washington  to  deliver  to 
P^dent  Polk  the  long-desired  treaty  of  peace. 

To  return  for  a  brief  space  to  our  military  narrative,  f 
Santa  Anna,  when  taking  the  field  for  the  last  time,  had 
issued  a  decree  appointing  substitutes,  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  contingency  of  his  death  or  ^^apture.g^J^jj^y 
He  sent  this  document  to  the  president  of  the  Mex- 
ican supreme  court,  Manuel  de  la  Peiia,  to  be  kept  in  re- 
serve.    On  the  16th  of  September,  just  after  his  flight  from 
tbe  capital,  as  our  invading  army  entered  it,  the  Mexican 
commander  resigned  the  presidency  inl  Interim  and  claimed 
other  powers  which  Peiia  pronounced  unconstitutional.     Peiia 
Wnwelf  repaired  promptly  to  Queretaro, — the  Mexican  Con- 
gress having  previously  authorized  the  supreme  government 
to  reside  in  any  part  of  the  republic,  should  the  exigencies 
of  war  require  it — and  on  tiie  2Gth  assumed,  under  the  fun- 
damental law  of  Mexico,  tbe  office  of  provisional  president 
A  man  of  probity  and  public  experience.  President  Pena 
accepted  the  inevitable  calamity  and  addressed  himself  to 
the  task,  humiliating  as  he  must  have  found  it,  of  ^     , 
making  the  best  possible  and  speediest  terms  with 
oonqnerors.     The  guerilla  warfare  which  Santa  Anna  had 

*  Supra,  p.  57. 
f  Svpra,  p.  61. 
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been  disposed  to  keep  up  was  checked ;  all  pretensions  on 
his  part  to  dictate  a  successor  were  overruled ;  and  forced 
to  surrender  command  of  the  fragmentaiy  bands  which  felt 
his  illusion  no  longer,  while  deposed  with  true  Spanish  vehe- 
mence, as  a  traitor  and  robber  of  the  treasury,  Santa  Ajina 
retired  to  private  life,  and  soon  after  into  voluntary  exile. 
Later  on  chaos  and  collapse  in  this  unhappy  republic  gave 
his  strong  vitality  another  trial ;  for  it  really  seemed  then  as 
if  Mexico  could  neither  live  with  him  nor  without  him.* 

Scott,  in  the  interval,  flushed  with  his  splendid  victories, 
found  himself  involved  in  the  task,  to  him  more  formidable, 
of  ruling  his  impetuous  temper.  Trials  not  a  little  vexa- 
tious were  in  store  for  him.  He  had  improved  the  season 
of  the  armistice  which  followed  the  fight  of  Cherubusco  by 
making  an  unusual  example  of  some  captured  deserters  from 
his  army,  for  the  sake  of  military  discipline ;  fifty  of  whom 
were  strung  up,  and  the  others  branded,  lashed,  and  impris- 
oned.t  With  the  same  stern  sense  of  military  supremacy 
he  promulgated  from  his  headquarters  at  the  national  palace, 
three  days  after  entering  the  city  of  Mexico,  an  order  which 
subjected  the  conquered  inhabitants  to  the  summary  inflic- 
tion of  martial  law,  and  in  return  for  the  military  safeguard 
which  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  American  soldierly  imposed 
(to  force  which  safeguard  was  deatii),  he  levied  upon  this 
Mexican  capital  a  summary  assessment  of  $150,000.  The 
war  being  virtually  over,  he  gave  his  further  attention  to  a 
system  of  finance  which  should  stimulate  overtures 
'of  peace  as  soon  as  possible.  Vera  Cniz,  Puebla, 
and  such  other  centres  of  the  Mexican  republic  as  could 
yield  the  juice  of  revenue  were  brought  under  pressure  of  the 
descending  screws,  while  poverty's  precincts  were  spared.  { 
The  ills  of  such  an  oppression,  which  emanated,  it  might  be 


♦  8  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  20;  7.'}  Niles.  214. 

t  8  Bancroft,  p.  4117;  Mansfield,  280. 

I  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  cs.  Xi,  34.  The  "  martial-law  order,"  so  styled, 
was  first  published  at  Tampico,  February  19,  1847 ;  it  was  afterwards  re- 
printed at  Vera  Cruz  and  Puebla  before  the  capital  was  taken.  The  pro- 
ceeds realized  by  General  Scott's  internal  levies  in  the  Mexican  republio 
amounted  to  about  $220,000.    lb. 
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said,  from  Scotf  s  own  superior,  President  Polk,  lasted  only 
QDtil  Mexico  was  brought  to  her  marrow-bones .  Scott  did  not 
billet  his  troops  upon  the  inhabitants,  nor  permit  such  wanton 
and  intemperate  pillage  as  prevailed  at  some  remote  points, 
—It  Santa  Fe,  for  example,  where  Colonel  Sterling  Price 
kept  lax  discipline,  and  his  volunteers  abandoned  themselves 
to  insult  and  outrage.  While  enforcing,  however,  his  stem 
orders,  and  striking  terror  into  the  Mexicans,  Scott  became 
iayolyed  in  bitter  quarrels  with  the  subordinate  generals,  of 
other  politics,  who  had  carried  the  flag  from  the  seacoast 
under  him.  He  pref  eiTed  charges  at  Washington 
against  Worth,  Pillow,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dun-  jaJ^Peb. 
can  and  ordered  them  under  arrest.  Their  friends 
in  court  were  at  least  as  strong  as  his ;  and  with  an  ironical 
parade  of  impartiality,  the  Secretary  of  War  ordered  accused 
and  accuser  to  appear  together  before  a  court  of  inquiry ; 
relieving  the  officers  from  arrest,  and  directing,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  command  in  Mexico  should  be  turned  over  to 
Major-General  William  O.  Butler.  Scott  obeyed  orders, 
realizing  with  a  pang  the  true  purport  of  the  President's  in- 
structions ;  and  the  court  of  inquiry,  adjourning  from  Mex- 
ico to  Maryland,  completed  near  home  their  tardy  labors  by 
findmg  this  whole  group  of  distinguished  officers  as  void  of 
offence  as  possible.* 

Secretary  Marcy's   order  which  devolved   the  command 
upon  General  Butler  reached  Scott  more  than  a  fort- 
night after  the  difficult  victory  of  diplomacy  was 
won.    A  treaty  of  peace  had  been  signed  under  negotia 
tionaof  which  Scott  fully  approved.    Unfortunately 
forTrist,  when  the  Mexican  people,  after  all  their 
obduracy,  came  forward  to  accept  the  terms  he  had  tendered 
in  ?ain,  he  found  his  own  functions  revoked  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  mission  terminated.     And  tiie  same  distance 
of  intercourse  which  had  thrown  military  officers  into  doubt 

*  2  8coU*8  Memoirs,  c.  35.    Scott  found  his  solace  in  quoting  for  his  own 
caae  the  poet's  couplet— 

**  True  as  the  dial  to  the  sun, 
Although  it  be  not  shined  upon.'' 
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and  uncertainty  now  threatened  to  break  the  opportunity  of 
peace.  Trist  concluded  to  heed  the  spirit  of  his  instructionB 
without  standing  upon  the  strict  letter.  ^'  The  war  can 
never  end  "  was  Buchanan's  solicitous  message,  which  the 
chief  clerk  sent  through  the  lines  on  liis  arrival,  '^  whilst 
Mexico  refuses  even  to  hear  the  proposals  which  we  have 
always  been  ready  to  make  for  peace."  *  Upon  this  idea 
Trist  acted,  a  recalled  fuuctionary,t  and  yet  the  only  func- 
tionary on  the  spot ;  for  Scott  himself  had  no  intention  of 
taking  on  his  own  hands  a  business  which  the  President  had 
never  trusted  him  with.  A  long  treaty  of  twenty-three  arti- 
cles, in  the  English  and  Spanish  tongues,  was  signed  at  Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo,  by  Nicholas  P.  Trist  for  the  United  States, 
and  three  commissioners  appointed  by  President  Pena,  on 
the  part  of  Mexico,  the  same  to  be  ratified  by  the  Presidents 
respectively  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  with  the  con- 
sent of  a  Senate  on  the  one  side  and  of  a  Congress  on  the 
other.  An  additional  and  secret  article  extended  the  time 
for  exchanging  ratifications.  One  article  of  this  treaty 
marked  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  republics, — by 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Rio  Grande,  and  by  the  rivers  Gila 
and  Colorado  and  a  line  not  yet  surveyed  to  the  south  of 
New  Mexico,  conforming  to  a  map  annexed  ;  Texas,  in  other 
words,  was  claimed  by  the  United  States,  together  with  New 
Mexico  and  all  its  territorial  additions  and  upper  California. 
Another  article  gave  free  passage  to  all  vessels  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Gulf  of  California  and  the  river  Colo- 
rado. The  eighth  article  reserved  to  Mexicans  already  in 
the  ceded  territories  the  option  to  remain  or  remove,  and  prom- 
ised to  respect  their  full  rights  of  property.  Article  elev- 
enth further  protected  them  against  all  savage  incursions. 
By  other  articles  the  United  States  agreed,  in  consideration 
of  this  extensive  cession  of  Territory,  to  pay  to  Mexico  fif- 
teen million  dollars,  three  millions  of  which  amount  were  to 
be  given  in  cash  as  soon  as  Mexico  should  ratify ;   also  t«» 


•  Despatch  of  April  15,  1S47 ;  72  Niles,  ;ViH. 

t  Trist'tt  order  of  recall  was  sent  October  ^^,  1847. 
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assome  and  pay  all  the  liquidated  claims  due  to  American 
dtizeoB  under  former  treaties  and  to  discharge  the  Mexican 
repablic  f rom  all  other  claims  to  date.  The  former  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  was  renewed  for  eight  years.  And 
finaUy  the  conqueror  and  conquered  ^reed  that  should  any 
disagreement  arise  again  between  them,  they  would  try  to 
adjust  it  peaceably;  but  should  war  break  out  hereafter 
(*'  which  is  not  to  be  expected,  and  which  God  forbid ! ") 
they  would  observe  humane  rules  which  were  specified.  No 
change  was  ever  to  be  made  in  the  boundaries  agreed  upon 
"  except  by  the  free  consent  of  both  nations  lawfully  given."  * 

A  glory  gilds  the  historical   page  for  a  moment.     John 
Quincy  Adams,  at  fourscore  years,  was  a  participant  still 
in  the  debates   of   the   House,   though   less   actively  than 
before,  and  rarely  was  he  absent  from  his  seat.     As  senior 
member  he   administered   the  oath   to  Speaker  Winthrop, 
his  colleague,  when   the   House;   organized.      The 
President's  January   message,    which   refused  in- 
formation to  the  House  concerning  the  objects  of  the  war 
uid  the  instructions  given  for   procuring  a  peace,   brought 
the  old  man  on  his  feet  with  a  speech  to  which  the  whole 
haD  listened,   delivered  with  his  earlier  fire,  but 
in  a  failing  voice. f      Adams  in  those   days  won 
the  respect  of  all  parties  and  all  sections  by  his  consummate 
stordiness  of  character.     A  reception  which  he  gave  that 
same  month,  where  Clay  was  present,  brought  a  more  eager 
throng  for  salutations  than  at  the  White  House.     Never 
Bincethe  ex-President  entered  the  House  had  the  political 
tone  of  his  native  State  been  so  nearly  in  accord  with  his 
own.   Punctually  on  the  21  st  of  February  did  Adams 
take  his  seat,  as  weU  to  all  appearance  as  usual,  ^^j.^^ 
Romors  of  peace  and  of  the  treaty  which  had  just 
wrived  stirred  the  air  of  the  capitol.     The  House  was  oc- 

•9U.8.  Statutes,  922. 

t  "This  is  a  novel  message/*  began  Adams  impetuously.  *'  It  denies 
fwthe  first  time  in  our  liistory  tlie  constitutional  power  of  the  House  to 
«U  tor  this  information."    See  73  Niles,  321. 
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cupied  upon  a  batch  of  trivial  resolutions ;  and  about  one 
o'clock  the  Speaker  had  risen  to  put  a  question  to  vote,  when 
a  sudden  cry  was  heard,  ^^Mr.  Adams  is  dying!"  The 
venerable  statesman  was  f aUing  over  the  left  arm  of  his  chair 
while  his  right  arm  reached  out  to  grasp  his  desk  for  sup- 
port. One  member  caught  him  in  his  arms,  while  others 
rushed  from  all  parts  of  the  hall  to  tender  assistance.  The 
House  adjourned  at  once,  and  its  dying  member,  helpless  but 
hardly  insensible,  was  borne  upon  a  sofa  into  the  rotunda, 
where  he  was  quickly  surrounded  by  members  of  both  Houses, 
and  strangers,  the  Senate  by  this  time  having  also  adjourned 
in  great  agitation.  Upon  medical  advice  the  sofa  was  borne 
to  the  entrance  door  of  the  east  portico,  where  the  air  was 
found  too  chilly,  and  then  to  the  S|)o.'iker's  room,  whence 
the  crowd  was  excluded.  While  lying  here  Adams  partially 
recovered  his  speech  and  said  in  faltering  accents:  ^^This 
is  the  last  of  earth" — quickly  adding  the  final  words,  *' I 
am  content."  Through  the  day  he  lingered,  all  unconscious ; 
through  the  next  also,  a  national  holiday,  whose  festivities 
pre-arranged  were  suspended  in  consequence;  and  in  the 
early  eve  of  the  23d,  still  in  the  Speaker's  room,  and  close 
by  the  familiar  post  of  duty,  the  great  commoner  breathed 
bis  last* 

It  was  a  remarkable  death,  worthy  of  a  remarkable  man, 
and  quite  resembling  that  of  America's  friend  in  Revolution- 
ary times,  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  Adams's  example  thrilled 
his  fellow-countrymen  at  last  as  though  a  final  tableau  of 
the  heroic  age  had  been  taken  with  him.  It  was  false  to 
imagine  that  slaveholders  honored  most  deeply  in  their  hearts 
Northerners  wlio  were  tlie  most  pliable  to  their  wishes.  Bit- 
ter, taunting,  exasperating  as  this  spokesman  of  a  pilgrim 
constituency  had  so  often  been,  they  vied  with  orators  of 
Adams's  own  section  and  vicinity  in  commemorating  the 
varied  talents,  the  vast  learning  and  experience,  the  accumu- 
lated public  honors,  the  spotless  private  character  and  reli- 
gious  faith,    and   above    all,    the    admirable   courage    and 

♦  Newspapers  of  the  day ;  73  Niles. 
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oonsiflteiicy  which  marked  this  career  of  more  than  fifty 
years,  whose  conspicuous  merit  was  to  make  the  humbler 
post  of  fame  shine  brighter  than  the  highest 

The  obsequies  of  the  '^  patriot  father  and  the  patriot 
sage"*  took  place  at  the  capitol  on  the  26th,  and  his  seat 
in  the  House  was  ordered  to  be  draped  and  unoccupied  for 
thirty  days.  A  confidential  message  from  the  President 
transmitting  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  had  reached 
the  Senate  doors  almost  at  the  instant  that  Adams  was 
brought  dying  into  the  rotunda,  when  the  Senate  so  hastily 
adjourned.  This  was  on  Tuesday ;  and  no  sooner 
did  th^  Senate  convene  again  after  so  strange  an i^arehio. 
angury  than  the  message  came  a  second  time.  The 
doors  of  executive  session  were  closed  upon  deliberation, 
and  the  Executive  preserved  its  habitual  secrecy ;  but  the 
existence  and  the  contents  even  of  the  momentous  docu- 
ment were  soon  diffused  through  the  press.  For  more  than 
a  fortnight  did  the  Senate  deliberate ;  the  President's  organ 
advocating  the  treaty  in  the  meantime  and  urging  its  prompt 
adoption,  but  slightly  modified.  The  Senate  took  this  course, 
and  removed  the  injunction  of  secrecy.  That  article  was 
unended  which  gave  to  Mexicans  the  right  to  become  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States.  An  article  was  expunged  which 
related  to  land  grants.  A  slight  change  was  made  concern- 
ing terms  of  payment.  The  secret  article  which  extended 
the  time  for  ratification  was  suppressed.  No  change,  how- 
cver,  was  made  either  in  the  boundaries  of  the  new  cession 
or  the  consideration  to  be  paid.  Thus  altered,  the  treaty 
^hich  Trist  had  made  was  ratified  on  the  10th  of  March  by 
more  than  a  two-thirds  vote.f  Anxious  to  complete  the 
busineas  before  the  Peiia  government  could  be  overthrown, 
Polkwtaved  all  objections  of  informality  and  sent  the  amended 
treaty  on  its  swift  return  to  Mexico.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier, 
of  the  Senate,  and  Nathan  Clifford,  the  Attorney  General, 
^k  t|ie  document,  as  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 

^  A  title  beatowed  in  the  House  eulogy  by  Holmes  of  South  Caroliiuk 
t  By  IB  to  15.    Congressional  Globe. 
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United  States.     The  Mexican  Congress  this  time  adhered  to 
its  purpose ;  ratifications  were  exchanged  at  Qaeie- 

^a&  4!'  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^y '  ^°^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^'  *'^°^J 

our  President  proclaim^  the  welcome  peace.  With 
New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  annexed,  and  Texas 
stretched  to  its  most  ample  limits,  we  had  an  empire  for  a 
republic,  a  new  acquisition  of  teiTitory  second  only  to  that 
of  1803.  Besides  arching  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  with  greater 
space,  we  could  now  command  the  growing  commerce  of  the 
Pacific,  stretching  towards  China  from  the  wide  embrace  of 
San  Diego,  Monterey,  and  the  Golden  Gate.* 

Clifford  remained  in  Mexico  our  minister  plenipotentiary, 
while  Isaac  Toucey  of  Connecticut  filled  his  vacant  place  in 
the  administration  as  Attorney-General. f  During  the  foox 
months  or  more  of  anxious  suspense  which  preceded  this  for- 
tunate conclusion  Congress  had  been  in  a  dilatory  mood, 
watching  the  national  party  conventions  and  speculating  on 
the  turn  of  events.  Cass,  by  dint  of  steady  effort,  pressed 
his  "  ten  regiment"  bill  through  the  Senate  in  spite 
of  Calhoun's  resistance,  and  this  was  the  end  of  that 
measure.  A  loan  for  $16,000,000  gained  the  full  sanction 
of  a  law  that  same  month  ;|  and,  aided  by  auspicious  peace. 
Secretary  Walker  borrowed  the  money  to  good  advantage. 
Impelled  finally  by  the  President's  message  of 
July  6,  our  sluggish  legislators  prepared  to  conform 
to  the  new  condition.  By  this  time  were  heard  the  fife  and 
drum  of  the  returning  volunteers,  and  the  last  of  our  guaixls 
at  the  Mexican  capital  were  relieved  by  native  soldiery  on 
the  12th  of  June.  Mexican  colors  rei)la9ed  the  stars  and 
stripes  on  the  national  palace ;  Vera  Cruz  with  its  custom- 
house and  fortress  were  restored.  The  cost  of  this  bloody 
war  it  was  yet  much  too  early  to  count;  indeed,  the  loss  to 


♦  74  Niles,  41,  etc. ;  President's  message  July  6, 1S48 ;  8  H.  H.  Bancroft. 
542. 

t  Trist,  who  was  now  coldly  Ignored  by  his  government,  wrote,  in  Au- 
gust, a  very  caustic  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  in  denunciation  ol 
the  Executive.    Leave  to  print  this  letter  was  refused. 

I  Act  March  31,  1^48,  c.  26. 
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the  Yanqaished  republic  in  money  alone  has  never  since  been 
footed;  while  that  to  the  United  States  has  been  estimated 
inlater  times  at  upwards  of  $166,000,000.*  Polk  had  figures 
at  hand  for  immediate  exigencies.  Our  public  debt  had  al- 
ready grown  by  $48,000,000  since  he  entered  office,  amounting 
oow  to  nearly  $66,000,000,  in  addition  to  which  $12,000,000 
out  of  the  $15,000,000  stipulated  in  the  treaty  as  a  purchase 
price  would  have  to  be  met  by  instalments,  besides  some 
trifling  millions  for  the  spoliation  claims  of  our  citizens 
which  we  henceforth  assumed.  '^  Without  changing  our 
tariff/*  observed  the  President,  encouragingly,  "  we  shall 
easily  carry  our  whole  public  debt."  Punctual  faith  in  fi- 
nancial obligations  was  the  settled  maxim  of  this  nation  ever 
since  Hamilton  first  inculcated  it,  and  Congiess  appropriated 
accordingly  with  very  little  hesitation. f 

But  the  dreaded  difficulty  was  behind :  How  should  this 
vast  territorial  area  be  peaceably  divided,  with  slavery 
reaching  for  the  prize  on  one  side  and  freedom  on  the  other? 
Polk,  with  the  mock  mantle  of  Washington  upon  his  shoulders, 
in?oked  the  spirit  of  conciliation  in  disposing  of  this  ques- 
tion; he  proposed  to  divide  the  prize.  For  in  ''  our  glorious 
Union,*'  of  incalculable  value,  no  geographical  dissension 
should  be  indulged.^  This  meant,  in  fact,  that  the  Missouri 
Compromise  line  should  be  drawn  onward  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean;  nor  did  this  administration  appear  to  be  without 
hope  that  a  proposition,  on  its  face  so  liberal  to  men  who 
^ere  indifferent  to  the  moral  aspect,  would  find  acceptance 
at  once.§  It  was  not  a  new  idea,  nor  newly  expressed. 
Buchanan,  Northern  trimmer  that  he  was,  had  proclaimed 
months  earlier,  in  one  of  those  private  letters  which  are  sure 
to  reach  the  press,  that  while  concession  from  his  section 
would  do  slavery  no  practical  good,  concession  would  be 
necessary  to  save  the  Union.  || 

•8H.  H.  Bancroft,  643-645. 

t  See  President's  message.  July  C,  1S48 ;  74  Niles,  41 ;  Act  July  29, 1848. 
t  Resident's  message,  July  6,  1848. 

*  See  Buchanan's  letter  in  2  Tyler's  Tyler,  461.    Also,  p.  47,  supra. 
II  ^tter,  August  26,  1847 ;  73  Niles.    'The  writer  here  favors  distinctly 
^e  extension  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  line. 
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Polk's  full  designs  upon  Mexico  were  never  probably  com- 
mitted to  paper.  Scarcely  had  be  taken  his  oath  of  oflSoe 
before  he  announced  to  one  at  least  of  his  cabinet  that  he 
meant  to  acquire  California.*  Yet  Dix,  of  his  party,  when 
offered  early  the  mission  to  London  (which  he  afterwards 
declined),  was  asked  by  Polk  in  person  to  tell  Silas  Wright 
that  he  had  no  schemes  of  conquest  regarding  Mezico.f 
This  President  was  not  alike  to  all  men,  and  he  could  dis- 
simulate. Slidell,  certainly,  and  others  in  his  special  con- 
fidence, meant  that  California  besides  Texas  should  be  ac- 
quired ;  and  whether  prophets  or  instigators,  they  saw  the 
acquisition  take  effect.  I  Calhoun  we  have  seen  this  winter 
hostile  to  the  idea  of  annexing  Mexico  to  this  Union,  with 
her  foreign  and  hybrid  population  and  manners ;  and  this 
was  chiefly  because  he  then  feared,  like  many  others,  that  a 
scheme  for  lashing  that  republic  bodily  to  the  Union  from 
stem  to  stem,  had  gaiued  favor  at  the  White  House. §  Cal- 
houn's plan,  while  the  war  lasted,  was  to  keep  the  territory 
we  wanted — ^Texas,  California,  and  New  Mexico — by  draw- 
ing a  military  line  in  frontof  it,  letting  other  invasion  alone.  | 
But  there  were  ardent  Southerners  who  wished  all  Mexico 
annexed  or  subjugated. 

Polk's  pious  plan  of  sharing  the  new  territory  between 
slavery  and  freedom  did   not  pacify  a  divided    Congress. 
On    the   nation's   anniversary,   scarcely   two   suns 
before  this  message  was  read,  had  been  laid,  on  a 
tract  of  land  between  the  executive  buildings  and  the  Poto- 
mac, the  comer-stone  of  a  national  obelisk  of  colossal  de- 

♦  See  vol.  iv.  p.  498. 

t  1  Memoirs  John  A.  Dix,  202  (July  10,  IWG). 

I  See  1  Curtls's  Buchanan,  600-^06.  And  see  letter  of  Pickens  to 
Buchanan,  ib.,  July  5,  IMG,  pressing  that  point.  "  Some  people,"  he 
adds,  "  seem  to  have  very  tender  consciences  of  late  as  to  conquests.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  half  the  earth  is  not  now  owneil  by  the  rights  of 
conquest." 

§  General  Quitman  was  one  of  those  who  advised  the  President  to  oc- 
cupy Mexico  fully,  with  a  view  to  annexing  the  whole  repubUc.  2  CUi- 
bome's  Life  of  Quitman,  c.  14. 

U  Calhoun's  Speeches,  1847-1848.    See  Final  Notes. 
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ngn,  dedicated  to  Washington.  The  weather  was  bright, 
tnd  listeners  applauded.  Winthrop,  the  Whig  Speaker, 
delirered  the  felicitous  address  of  this  occasion,  whose  bean* 
tifal  peroration  adjured  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  as 
Washingtoo's  fittest  monument.  Quitman,  fresh  from  his 
Mexican  laurels,  marshalled  the  imposing  procession.  But 
Uocksof  white  marble  could  not  bury  a  sectional  strife  which 
oar  peace  with  Mexico  precipitated. 

News  crossed  the  ocean  of  riots  in  Paris,  an  abdicated 
Ung,  and  ^^  four  days  of  blood  "  for  a  free  republic  and 
rights  of  man.  There  had  been  excitements,  even  in  this 
placid  city  which  bore  Washington's  name ;  forebodings  of 
tbe  intestine  strife  which  this  immense  national  acquisition 
broaght  with  it.  Mount  Vernon's  vicinity  and  the  slipshod 
town  of  Alexandria  had  ere  this  been  ceded  back  to  Virginia, 
tnd  the  original  ten-mile  square  of  the  Federal  district  re- 
duced to  that  Maryland  half  which  lay  north  of  the  Potomac, 
embnudng  Washington  and  Geoi^etown.  What  remained 
was  equally  slave  soil  with  that  relinquished.  Some  seventy 
slaves  owned  in  Geoi^etown  tried  to  make  their 
exodus  in  a  schocmer  bound  from  Washington  to 
PMadelphia.  A  head  wind  compelled  the  captain  to  cast 
anchor  near  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  where  the  vessel 
was  overtaken  by  a  swift  steamboat  despatched  in  pursuit, 
ukI  the  trembling  fugitives  were  brought  back  and  cooped 
in  the  Washington  jail,  pending  their  transfer  through 
Infers,  to  be  sent  farther  south.  The  residents  of  the 
District  were  in  great  commotion.  A  mob  gathered  about 
the  printing-office  of  the  National  Era^  an  abolition  sheet, 
hrol^e  the  glass  windows,  and  threatened  serious  mischief, 
which  the  police  barely  prevented.  When  John  P.  Hale 
introduced  in  the  Senate  a  bill  for  the  better  protection  of 
property  against  rioters,  senators  from  the  slaveholding 
States  denounced  him  rudely,  even  Calhoun  in  a  moment 
of  excitement  calling  him  *'*'  a  maniac."  It  was  here  that 
Foote,  of  Mississippi,  a  dapper  senator  of  red-hot  convic- 
tions, whose  eloquence,  equally  red-hot,  had  first  brought 
bim  into  notice  in  a  speech  which  spouted  a  long  Latin  pas- 
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sage  aod  misquoted  Byron,  gained  the  unpleasant  nickname 
of  "Hangman  Foote."  He  gave  Hale  plainly  to  under- 
stand, in  course  of  the  debate,  that  should  the  latter  ever 
visit  Mississippi  the  orator  would  be  happy  to  assist  in  ele- 
vating him  to  the  nearest  tree.  Not  less  angry  was  the 
longer  altercation  of  words  in  the  House,  where  Palfrey  re- 
sented an  indignity  offered  to  Giddings  by  the  Washington 
mob,  by  raising  the  inquiry  whether  new  laws  were  needful 
in  this  District  to  protect  members  of  Congress  from  violence. 
Such  was  a  Washington  episode  of  these  times  during  pas- 
sion week.* 

By  the  time  peace  brought  her  territorial  trophies,  the 
Wilmot  Proviso  was  deeply  offensive  to  Southern  minds. 
Not  one  iota  was  Southern  ambition  disposed  to  re- 
cede ;  the  rights  accorded  to  slavery  where  it  had 
been  already  planted  were  not  enough.  The  rallying  cry  at 
the  North — ''  no  more  slave  territory,  but  all  new  territories 
for  freedom  " — was  philanthropic  and  in  just  accord  with  the 
Constitution  and  its  interiDretation  by  the  parties  of  both 
sections.  But  this  cry  dismayed  the  South  and  drew 
them  more  strongly  together,  both  Whigs  and  Demo- 
crats. They  had  grown  to  associate  the  Union  with  com- 
promise on  moral  as  well  as  economic  questions.  They  had 
been  aceubtomed  to  demand  imperiously  when  the  crisis 
came,  and  then  to  make  a  magnanimous  show  of  yielding 
some  advantage  for  the  sake  of  harmony.  Fighting  qualities 
were  not  what  the}^  looked  for  in  the  prosperous  and  money- 
seeking  North.  Nor,  on  tlieir  own  part,  fond  as  so  many 
were  of  the  Union  and  passionately  attached  to  a  sentiment, 
were  Southerners  ready  to  sacrifice  their  systi^m  for  it. 
Slavery  and  the  South  were,  by  this  era,  believed  inseparable. 
Loyalty  to  their  institution  and  to  one  another  had  become 
of  more  consequence  to  their  minds  than  loyalty  to  the 
Union.  A  new  race  of  slaveholders  had  grown  up, — dicta- 
torial, impatient  of  modern  philanthropy  and  modern  agita- 
tion, poisoned  with  preferences  for  State  pride,  revolutionists 

*  Congressional  Globe ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 
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against  the  world's  opinion.  Southern  statesmen  of  the 
younger  and  bolder  type,  gentlemen  on  whom  Calhoun^s 
genias  had  impressed  its  image,  were  not  to  be  satisfied  with 
tiie  external  tolerance  of  slavery  as  confined  to  its  present 
limits ;  for  the  star  of  destiny  guided  them  onward.  Slavery 
on  this  continent,  as  they  regarded  it,  was  to  be  an  active, 
a  growing,  even  a  moral  and  educating  force,  to  the  con- 
fusion of  European  theories  and  the  nineteenth  century. 
Tyler,  the  ex-President  who  had  done  so  much  to  promote 
the  ends  of  this  younger  school,  stated  with  triumphant  con- 
fidence the  great  plantation  interest  which  predominated  in 
his  section,  giving  confidence  in  its  ultimate  ends.  ^'  The 
monopoly  of  the  cotton  plant  was  the  great  and  important 
concern.  That  monopoly  now  secured,  places  all  other 
nations  at  our  feet."  * 

The  glory  of  the  Mexican  War  was  the  glory  of  the  South, 
like  the  Texan  conquest  before  it.  That  section  feared,  and 
not  without  reason,  the  danger  of  anti-slavery  agitation  to 
their  system.  To  add  largely  to  the  area  of  slavery  by  an- 
nexations from  Mexico  was  regarded  by  slaveholders  as  a 
necessary  means  of  strengthening  their  power  against  North- 
em  encroachments ;  but  this,  as  a  candid  writer  has  stated, 
was  the  more  hazardous  mode  of  meeting  anti-slavery  agita- 
tioQ  because  it  placed  the  South  in  the  position  of  seeking 
such  preponderance  while  the  North  was  not  seeking  pre- 
ponderance at  all.f  It  was  tlie  exposure  of  that  ambition 
to  preponderate  which  startled  the  North  to  its  assertion  of 
the  Wilmot  Proviso  and  gave  the  moral  agitation  a  force 
which  Garrisonians  could  never  have  inspired.  But  now 
that  the  vast  Mexican  spoliation  was  ours,  the  first  stum- 
bling-block to  slavery  consisted  in  the  fact  that  this  compre- 
hensive territory  came  into  our  possession  free  tenitory. 
The  Louisiana  purchase,  under  far  different  circumstances, 
brought  soil  into  the  Union  polluted  already  by  French  and 
Spanish  slave  codes ;  and  hence  the  logical  necessity,  since 
we  failed  to  expel  the  curse,  of  admitting  new  slave  States  in 

•  2  Tyler's  Tyler,  483  (April,  1850) . 
t  See  1  Cnrtis's  James  Buchanan,  580. 
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torn,  contaminated  with  the  disease  which  had  spread  frog 
centres  like  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis.  Butnatiye  decret 
of  Mexico  had  long  since  dedicated  our  present  conquest  1 
freedom,  and  this  whole  vast  acreage,  but  thinly  inhabltec 
came  into  the  wardship  of  the  conquering  republic,  yiigi 
soil,  chaste  and  unpolluted. 

Calhoun  perceived  the  disadvantage  his  section  was  and< 
in  this  last  respect ;  and  before  the  transfer  of  territory  ha 
been  effected  at  all,  he  spun  his  cobweb  in  a  series  of  resc 
lutions  which  artfully  proclaimed  that  this  acquisition  wi 
the  property  of  the  several  States  in  common,  and  thi 
slavery  spread  into  the  new  soil  at  once  by  force  of  the  C<n 
stitution,  there  to  remain  unless  dislodg^  by  positive  lai 
This  bold  hypothesis  was  brushed  aside  by  Webster,  tli 
only  debater  now  in  the  Senate  who  was  fit  to  cope  with  him 
and  the  combat  of  their  mighty  intellects  on  abstractioi] 
like  this  afforded  one  of  the  intellectual  treats  of  the  presei 
Congress,  particularly  towards  its  close.*  Webster  vi 
thought  to  have  had  the  better  of  his  keen  antagonist ;  bi 
Calhoun  gained  the  effect  that  to  him  was  of  most  const 
quence, — to  inculcate  the  southern  mind. 

Surely  there  was  little  hope  that  Congress,  in  these  h( 

midsummer  months,  when  impatient  to  disperse  and  tab 

part  at  home  in  the  Presidential  canvass,  would  dispose  < 

such  territorial  perplexities  off-hand  and  without  giving  po[ 

ular  expression   an  opportunity  on   such  a  subject.     Tt 

President's  recommendations  were  unheeded.     But  our  Whi 

House  went  boldly  forward  to  hurl  a  harmless  thunderbol 

The  time  had  fully  come,  as  both  parties  confessed,  to  orgai 

ize  Oregon  as  a  territory.     Some  had  hoped  to  arrange 

bill  out  of  this  very  necessity  large  enough  to  hold  Oregoi 

California,  and  New  Mexico  together.     That,  however,  wi 

impossible.     The   House,  on   the   2d   of  Ausus 
August.  ,     ,  .„  ^  .  .       ^  , 

passed  a  bill  for  organizing  Oregon  alone  as  a  ten 

tory.f     To  this  bill  was  tacked  the  WHmot  Proviso,  by 

♦  Congressional  Globe, 
t  By  129  to  7X. 
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•ectkm  which  extended  the  ordinance  of  1787,  or  slavery 
prohibition,  over  the  whole  territory.     In  the  Senate,  upon 
tbe  report  of  its  committee  on  territories,  explanatory  words 
were  added  to  this  proviso,  alleging  as  the  reason  that  Ore- 
gon lay  north  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  line.     This  was 
the  artifice  of  Douglas,  now  a  senator  from  Illinois,  and  too 
far  advanced  in  honors  to  think  he  could  ever  be  distanced 
by  homble  Abraham  Lincoln.     The  House  negatived 
that  amendment  by  a  decisive  vote,  and  the  Senate   ^^^|^ 
at  a  late  hour  receded  and  passed  the  bill  with  its 
owo  explanatory  language  stricken  out.*     President  Polk 
did  not  sign  his  approval  to  the  bill  without  record- 
ing  bis  reasons  for  doing  so.    A  territorial  govern-    ^**^ 
ment  for  Oregon,  he  stated,  was  imperatively  needed,  and 
the  line  of  86  °  30 '  excluded  slavery  sufficiently,  apart  from 
tiie  present  proviso.     He  added  his  official  regret  that  no  bill 
had  passed  for  oi^anizing  the  Mexican  acquisition,  and  with 
a  quotation  from  Washington's  farewell  address,  solemnly 
commended  once  more  the  extension  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise line  as  the  true  and  Just  plan  of  national  subdivi- 
sion.!   '^he  example  for  this  sort  of  executive  caveat  had 
been  set  by  President  Tyler. 

One  notable  effort  had  been  made  by  the  Senate  to  unite 
ail  the  territories  in  one  measure.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  a 
fair-minded  member,  whose  little  State  at  this  time  was  half 
iiM&ed  to  emancipate,  reported  from  a  select  committee  the 
proposal  to  erect  territorial  governments  in  Oregon, 
New  Mexico,  and  California.  This  bill  steered 
round  the  Wilmot  Proviso  by  offering  a  reference  of  the 
slavery  status  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Congress  inhibiting  noth- 
ing. The  plan  was  approved  by  tbe  Senate,  with  scarcely 
idiscossion,  extremists  like  Calhoun  and  Jefferson  Davis 
voting  for  it.  J     But  reflection  condemned  so  shuffling  an  ex- 

*Tlie  Senate  vote  stood  finally  29  to  26.    Dix,  Dickinson,  Houston, 
Beofam,  and  Douglas  were  among  those  who  voted  to  recede.    Congres- 
iiofial  Globe.    Houston's  vote  was  unexpected ;  that  of  Dickinson  nearly 
flf  much  so. 
f  Ex.  Docs. ;  74  Niles;  Act  August  14, 1848,  c.  in. 
I  It  pasMd  this  branch  July  27,  by  33  to  22.    Congressional  Globe. 
VOL.  v.— 7 
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pedient.  The  House  laid  the  measure  on  the  table,  not  one 
Whig  representative  from  a  free  State  endoraing  it.*  Bui 
this  plan,  known  in  later  debates  as  the  '^  Clayton  Compro- 
mise," deseiTes  the  reader's  recollection  somewhat  longer. f 

This  session  ended  on  the  14th  of  August.  Free  Wiscon- 
sin in  the  course  of  it  was  admitted  us  a  new  State,  by  a 
final  act  approving  what  had  been  done  in  convention  by  the 
people  of  the  territory.  J  Of  joint  resolutions  there  were 
many  passed,  whose  staple  consisted  in  thanks,  gold  medals, 
and  glory. § 

Long  before  adjournment  the  national  party  conventionf 
had  been  held  and  the  rival  national  candidates  placed  before 
the  people.  The  convention  of  the  Democracy  and  admin- 
istration  met  first  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  Twc 
rival  delegations  from  the  Empire  State  brought 
hither  the  clash  of  ideas  which  patronage  and  the  Mexican 
War  had  fostered, — the  "  hunkers,"  whose  chieftains  were 
Marcy  and  Dickinson,  and  the  "  barnburners,"  or  prc^es- 
sive  Domocrats  of  tlie  Silas  Wright  school,  among  whom 
were  John  A.  Dix,  Preston  King,  Cambreling,  and  young 
Samuel  J.  Tiklen,  also  the  lively  and  versatile  John  Van 
Buren,  son  of  the  ex-President.  The  convention  deciding 
to  admit  both  sets  of  delegates  equally,  the  '*  barnburners," 
who  were  pledged  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  withdrew  undei 
protest.  The  convention  adopted  the  traditional  two-thirdc 
rule,  and  under  it  Lewis  Cass  of  Michigan,  who  led  the  list 
from  the  stait,  was  nominated  for  President  on  the  fourth 
ballot ;  William  O.  Butler  of  Kentucky  being  next  selected 
for  Vice-President.  Cass  was  the  statesman  whom  Lincoln*^ 
inelegant  satire  in  the  House  ridiculed  as  an  ox  which  re- 


♦  The  House  vote  stood,  July  28.  112  to  \YI.     lb. ;  74  NUee. 

t  Calhoun  was  understood  to  say  in  the  Senate,  when  this  vote  wa 
taken,  that  if  the  Oregon  bill  passed  witli  the  Wihnot  Proviso  it  was  tiin» 
for  the  South  to  arm  herself  and  establisli  her  independence.  Newspa 
pers  of  the  day.    See  Final  Notes. 

X  Act  May  29,  1848,  c.  50.     See  vol.  iv.  p.  544. 

§  See  Joint  Resolutions,  9  U.  S.  Stats,  at  Large. 
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treated  while  the  farmer  brandished  his  goad.     No  man  from 
the  free  States  truckled  more  contemptibly  to  the  slave  power 
in  tliose  days.     At  first,  as  any  plain  man  from  the  far  North, 
he   had  favored  the  Wilmot  Proviso;  next,  like  the  meek 
and  heavy  brute  which  heeded  its  master's  flourish,  he  had 
backed  to  a  doubtful  position  ;  but  now  he  opposed  the  pro- 
viso altogether,  and  the   farmer's  voice  said,  soothingly, 
'^  So!  stand  at  that."*     In  taking  this  last  position  Cass's 
l)id  for  the  Presidency  came  up  to  Buchanan's,  and  Buchanan, 
in  truth,  felt  a  little  piqued  that  the  later  bidder  should  have 
taken  the  prize  over  him.t     President  Polk  had,  before  the 
convention  met,  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election ; 
and,  indeed,  the  South  had  by  this  time  preferred  to  increase 
the  scope  of  their  plans  by  espousing  Northern  candidates  of 
the  manageable  kind.     Butler,  nominee  for  Vice-President, 
was  the  general  to  whom  Scott  had  turned  over  his  command 
in  Mexico  when  relieved  by  the  President's  order.     The  con- 
vention took  a  negative  stand  on  the  question  of  slavery  in 
the  territories,  neither  approving  the  Wilmot  Pi-oviso  on  the 
one  band  nor  Calhoun's  theory  on  the  other.     It  was  as  safe 
to  denounce  abolitionists  as  to  preach  against  royalty ;  yet 
these  resolutions  were  negative  regarding  the  policy  to  be 
porsaed  on  slavery  extension.  { 

The  next  national  convention  was  held  by  the  Whigs  at 
l^iladelphia.  Henry  Clay's  Lexington  speech  may  not  have 
meant  an  offer  to  take  the  helm  once  more ;  but  the  warmth 
of  its  popular  welcome  stirred  the  flame  of  those  ambitious 
wnbers  which  years  and  bitter  disappointment  had  not  wholly 
qnenched.  Unwise  friends  stimulated  the  thrice-defeated 
candidate  with  their  prophecies  of  success.  In  New  York 
DHwt  especially  the  cuiTcnt  ran  deep  and  strong  to  rectify 

*  See  Lincoln's  speech,  July  27,  1848;  Congressional  Globe,  appendix. 
For  Cass's  "  Nicholson  letter"  of  December  24, 1847,  see  73  Niles.  293. 
This  enunciated  early  the  idea  of  popular  sovereignty  and  Congressional 
JWD-interyention  in  the  territories. 

t  See  Buchanan's  letter  hi  2  Tyler's  Tyler,  461.  John  Tyler  would 
have  preferred  Buchanan.    He  thought  Cass  a  "  Jerry  Sneak."    lb.  455. 

I  Newspapers  of  the  day ;  74  Niles.  Andrew  Stevenson  presided  over 
ibis  convention. 
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the  ill  that  State  had  done  him  on  the  previous  trial  Clay, 
though  chastened  in  spirit,  was  susceptible.  Leaving  Wash- 
ington-for  a  northward  tour  after  a  sober  pause  at 
^'the  couch  of  the  dying  Adams,  he  advanced  to 
accept  the  love-feasts  prepared  by  his  partisans.  But  the 
coffin  of  an  ex-President,  journeying  in  the  same  course 
toward  its  final  resting-place,  seemed  to  mock  and  reproach 
his  worldly  aspirations.  All  the  day  long  in  Philadelphia 
flags  floated  at  half-mast  in  memory  of  the  one,  while  stream- 
ers danced  gayly  to  welcome  the  other.  It  taxed  all  the  energy 
of  Clay's  New  York  committee  to  prevent  the  funeral  escort 
which  accompanied  Adams*s  venerated  remains  homeward 
from  marching  its  black  hearse  through  the  streets  on  the 
very  day  fixed  for  the  Kentuckian's  public  reception.  The 
superstitious  have  recalled  that  Qay  never  entered  that 
metropolis  again  to  receive  its  homage,  save  in  the  same 
posture  after  the  soul  had  fled.  Nor  were  Clay's  hopes  of 
running  the  Presidential  race  once  more  to  be  gratified. 

Whigs  who  had  loved  and  idolized  the  most  were  sick  of 
being  beaten  with  one  perpetual  candidate,  and  among  these 
was  Crittenden,  who  perilled  a  life-long  friendship  by  re- 
fusing to  aid  Clay's  new-born  aspirations.  "  I  prefer  him 
to  all  men  for  the  presidency,"  wrote  this  honorable  states- 
man, "  but  my  conviction,  my  involuntary  conviction,  is 
thiit  be  cannot  be  elected."  *  Many  others  might  avow  they 
had  lost  confidence  in  *' royal  Harry's  luck;  "  faithful  ad- 
herents who  had  grown  gray  in  waiting  for  office  under  the 
banner  of  Whig  principles.  Then,  too,  there  were  other 
aspirants  of  long  standing.  General  Scott  had  his  friends. 
Webster  was  a  competitor,  hoping  Clay  would  stand  no 
longer  in  his  light. 

But  Clay's  real  rival  was  the  warrior  whose  fame  had  shot 
across  the  sky  like  a  meteor.  Zachary  Taylor,  so  Critten- 
den thought  and  many  sagacious  Wliigs  with  him,  was  the 
man  raised  up  by  Providence  for  the  present  crisis  ;  he  could 
be  elected  even  if  Clay  could  not.f     Kentucky  and  other 

♦  1  Coleman'8  Crittenden,  290. 
t  lb.  290,301. 
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border  States  became  gradually  confirmed  in  that  opioion. 
In  New  York,  moreover,  a  Taylor  movement  gained  ^i4- 
way;  and  Webster,  who  saw  his  own  personal      '.'   .•'- 
friends  favoring  this,  warned  them  peevishly  that 
if  CO  other  Whig  candidates  were  kept  prominent  but  these, 
two,  Clay  would  certainly  be  nominated.*     Webster's  crav- 
ing on  his  own  behalf  blinded  him  to  the  signs  of  the  times. 
The  Whig  convention  met  as  we  have  stated.     Webster, 
though  vigorously  supported  by  Massachusetts,  stood  fourth 
in  evei7  ballot, — even  Winfield  Scott  leading  him 
by  an  average  of  about  three  to  one.     The  real 
competition,  as  preliminary  moves  had  indicated,  was  be- 
tween Clay  and  Taylor.     Thurlow  Weed,  of  New  York,  a 
skilful  manipulator,  worked  for  the  candidate  who  could  lead 
to  victory,  though  his  New  York  delegation  had  clung  to 
Clay  as  tiieir  first  choice.     It  hurt  the  Kentuekian's  chances 
that  on  the  first  ballot  not  only  Ohio  failed  him,  once  en- 
thusiastic in  lus  support,  but  the  majority  of  his  own  State 
delegation.f    Leading  all  others  on  the  first  ballot,  Taylor 
on  the  fourth  rose  to  171,  leaving  Clay  but  thirty- two.     The 
man  ^^who  never  surrendered"  gained  thus  the  nomination. 
For  Vice-President  some  Massachusetts  man  was  desired. 
Webster  had  been  earlier  approached  with  his  name  in  view, 
but  his  pride  would  not  suffer  him  to  take  a  second  place. 
Abbott  Lawrence,  a  wealthy  mill-owner,  was  proposed ;  but 
Taylor's  anti-slavery  foes  protested  that  they  would  not  have 
'^King  Cotton"  at  both  ends  of  the  ticket,  and  Millard 
Fillmore's  name  being  sprung  upon  the  convention  by  sur- 
prise, he  was  nominated  with  much  good-will  on  the  second 
ballot.     Comptroller  of  New  Yoik  this  year,  with  a  sound, 
sober  recoixi  of  Congressional  experience  as  a  background, 
his  choice  gave  the  only  positive  Whig  impression  to  the 
convention.     For,  induced  by  tlie  logic  of  popularity  and 
^btful  of  its  own  work,  this  body  adjourned  in  great  con- 
^nsion,  adopting  no  platform  whatever,  its  delegates  voting 

*  8  Cnrtto's  Webrter,  335. 

t  The  fint  baUot  gave  Taylor  111  votes,  and  Clay  STf—Ohio  sapportlDg 
Seolt. 
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dowR-rjesdlution  after  resolution  as  soon  as  offered.  But  a 
gKatrmass  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia  ratified  in  the  evening 
•the  Velection  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore ;  *  and  almost  without 
knowing  it,  the  Whigs  had  played  their  winning  hand. 

Northern  Whigs  unquestionably  had  assumed  a  great  risk 
in  tacking  their  faith  to  this  slaveholding  warrior,  and  the 
greatest  ri^k  of  all  in  suppressing  the  vital  principle  of  the 
Wilmot  Proviso  for  the  sake  of  harmonizing  votes  upon  an 
available  candidate.  So  dissatisfied  were  many  of  the  Whigs 
who  had  taken  advanced  ground  on  that  most  momentous  of 
all  questions,  freedom  in  the  newly  acquired  territory,  that 
they  refrained  from  pledging  their  support  to  the  hero  of 
Buena  Vista.  Charles  Allen  and  Henry  Wilson,  of  Massar 
chusetts,  men  of  strong  free-soil  proclivities,  left  the  conven* 
tion  in  loathing,  and  washed  their  hands  of  the  Whig  party.f 
These  and  other  bolting  delegates,  from  Ohio  and  other  free 
States,  concerted  for  a  third  and  Free-Soil  convention  to  be 
held  at  Buffalo.  That  convention,  which  was  held  in  August, 
brought  into  temporary  alliance  with  dissatisfied  Whigs,  the 
seceding  "barnburners"  from  the  Demociatic  convention 
and  radicals  of  the  old  "Liberty  Party."  Samuel  Hoar, 
Charles  Sumner,  and  Charles  PYancis  Adams  bore 
prominent  parts  in  a  local  convention  held  at 
Worcester,  which  flung  into  the  teeth  of  both  Cass  and  Tay- 
lor that  ' '  Massachusetts  wears  no  chains,  and  spurns  all 
bribes."  J  "  Conscience  Whigs,"  as  they  were  styled,  gave 
the  hue  to  this  demonstration.  But  the  "  Liberty  Party," 
with  its  cannon  for  use  which  had  recoiled  so  badly  in  1844, 
had,  months  in  advance  of  the  great  party  conventions,! 
put  forward  John  P.  Hale  for  President.  This  faction  co- 
alesced with  the  more  spontaneous  elements  of  dissatisfaction 
whose  common  bond  was  the  Wilmot  Proviso.     And  finally 


♦  Newspapers ;  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  34 ;  2  Scburz's  Clay,  305 ;  74  Niles ; 
1  Thurlow  Weed's  Life,  c.  58.  John  M.  Morehead,  of  North  CaroUna, 
presided  over  this  oonvention. 

t  See  Wilson's  letter  to  New  York  Tribune,  April  1, 1848. 

|74Niles. 

§  In  October,  1847. 
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the  "bambomers"  of  the  New  York  Democracy  met  at 
Utica,  and,  framing  a  platform  in  appropriate  terms,  resolved 
to  be  represented  at  Buffalo. 

Martiii  Van  Huren,  whose  cunning  hand  rounded  out  this 
enterprise,  had  his  revenge  to  take  upon  Cass  for  the  latter's 
course  towards  him  in  1844.*  This,  if  we  may  interpret  his  » 
coarse  in  the  light  of  political  events  to  follow,  was  a  motive 
stronger  with  him  than  any  free-soil  convictions.  Old  Kinder- 
hook  was  just  now  very  popular  in  his  retirement.  The 
Utica convention  nominated  him  for  President,  an  honor  which 
he  graciously  recognized,  while  pointing  them  onward  to 
Buifaio;  and  when  that  convention  followed.  Van  Buren 
was  the  irresistible  favorite.  It  was  a  convention  in  the 
shape  of  a  fervid  mass-meeting,  untrammelled  by 
strict  roles  or  credentials,  and  breathing  its  first  fresh 
air  in  a  park,  though  adjourning  to  a  church  on  the  second 
day.  Questions  were  put  and  carried  by  acclamation,  amid 
tumnltuous  shouts.  Charles  Francis  Adams  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  third  in  descent  of  the  most  kingly  of  our  northern 
families,  was  led  to  the  chair  by  an  anti-slavery  Democrat 
from  Ohio,  Salmon  P.  Chase.  The  resolutions  adopted 
were  bold  and  explicit;  pledging  this  convention  to  '*the 
national  platform  of  freedom  as  opposed  to  the  sectional 
platform  of  slavery,"  to  "the  proviso  of  Jefferson  as  the 
territorial  policy  which  never  should  have  been  departed 
from."  Non-interterence  with  slavery  was  aimounced  in  the 
States  where  it  already  existed,  but  the  spread  of  that  evil 
was  to  be  stopped ;  there  should  be  no  more  slave  States 
created,  no  more  compromises  made  with  slavery.  It  was  a 
noble  and  inspiring  platform,  but  the  choice  of  a  standard- 
bearer  did  not  somehow  come  up  to  it.  Clever  management^ 
gave  the  chief  honor  to  Martin  Van  Buren,  who  with  great 
unanimity  was  named  for  President,  with  Charles  Francis 
Adams  for  Vice-President. f  This  convention  earned  its  re- 
ward;   the  Democratic  seceders  gained  great  strength  in 


*  See  vol.  iy.  p.  468. 

t  Newapapen  of  the  day ;  2  Schurz's  Clay,  311 ;  Final  Notes. 
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their  pivotal  State  for  the  present  contest;  but  the  prin 
eiples  of  eternal  right  drew  very  little  inspiration  in  the  can 
vass  from  the  foxy  machinator  to  whom  the  Free-Soil  cans 
was  committed. 

This  third  party  movement  was  spent,  though  well  spent 
within  the  State  to  which  Van  Buren  belonged.  And  a 
Free  Soilers  had  once  helped  pull  the  Democratic  chestnnl 
out  of  the  fire,  so  now  they  were  used  to  confer  upon  1^ 
Whigs  a  similar  benefit.  The  'Buffalo  movement  in  the  en 
redounded  to  the  Whig  candidate  in  preference  to  Cass  an 
the  administration  Democracy.  For  if  the  Whigs  ha 
framed  no  platform  for  a  territorial  policy,  the  Democrat 
had  done  scarcely  better.  Taylor,  too,  though  a  slaveholdei 
was  an  honest,  wholesome  man,  but  Cass  trained  with  nortl 
ern  doughfaces.  This  was  not  a  mere  campaign  of  hurrah 
for  "old  Rough  and  Ready,"  the  hero  of  Mexican  battU 
fields.  Though  taken  on  trust,  with  no  platform  but  th 
candidate,  Taylor  was  one  to  be  trusted.  Sterling  patriot 
ism,  courage,  sincerity  of  heart,  good  judgment,  homespu 
plainness,  were  all  in  his  favor.  Common  sense  and  simp] 
directness  may  prove  a  better  policy  for  civil  troubles  tha 
that  pride  of  statesmanship  whi'^h  twists  in  all  directions  an- 
tangles  as  it  twists.  And  thus  did  Taylor's  strength  gio' 
as  the  canvass  advanced. 

The  old  warrior  had  no  predilections  for  the  Presidency 
When  first  informed,  at  the  Rio  Grande,  that  he  was  likely  t 
be  nominated  to  the  highest  civil  office  he  thought  the  propos 
tion  too  absurd  for  a  moment's  consideration.  But  few  Amer 
can  citizens,  however  modest,  can  be  told  repeatedly  that  th 
people  seek  to  elevate  them  without  yielding  to  the  manifes 
desire.  Once  led  to  consider  himself  a  candidate,  Tayloi 
like  any  man  of  sense,  was  disinclined  to  be  set  aside.  An 
this  brought  him  into  an  unpleasant  rivalry  with  Clay,  whoi 
he  had  so  idolized  in  other  years,  and  who,  if  the  truth  wei 
told,  viewed  the  defection  of  his  fellow- Whigs,  and  of  Crii 
tenden  in  particular,  with  sensitive  displeasure.  Clay  coole 
towards  his  friend  and  neighbor  in  consequence,  and  wa 
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not  folly  reconciled  while  Taylor  lived.  To  him  Taylor's 
candidacy  seemed  presamptaoos,  and  what  most  deeply 
offended  him  was  the  hero's  blunt  response  to  a  feeler  thrown 
oat  before  the  Whig  convention  met.  This  gave  Clay  to 
understand  that  he  did  not  intend  to  withdraw,  even  thoagh 
the  latter  were  nominated  at  Philadelphia.  *  For  having  been 
named  already  by  primary  assemblies  in  various  States, 
Taylor  considered  himself  already  ^^  in  the  hands  of  the 
people."  This  frank  challenge  to  the  politicians,  of  which 
the  Whigs  were  well  aware  when  they  met  in  convention, 
gave  the  finishing  stroke  to  Clay's  final  aspirations.  '^  Clay 
never  should  have  entered  the  race,"  wrote  Taylor  in  Justi- 
fication ;  ^^  he  was  sure  to  be  beaten."  f 

The  Taylor  movement,  before  the  Whigs  adopted  it,  was 
spontan^us  and  somewhat  independent  of  politics.     But 
onoe  fully  launched  upon  the  canvass,  this  candidate  strength- 
ened the  party    cause,  and  yet  made  political    managers 
anxious.     The  soldier  nominee  was   now  at  his  home  in 
Louisiana.     Letters  came  to  him  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  to  proffer  support  or  elicit  his  views  on  public  ques- 
tions.    Some  of   these  letters  were   artfully   prepared  by 
political  enemies,  who  published  in  the  press  replies  that  he 
liad  intended  should  be  private.     In  one  epistle  he  ^'  thank- 
fully accepted  "  the  nomination  of  some  independent  Demo- 
crats of  South  Carolina,  who  had  preferred  him  to    Cass 
because  he  would  deal  with  slavery  as  a   Southern  man. 
H^eopon  some  Whig  malcontents  of  New  York 
State  tried  to  oi^anize  a  party  schism,  with  Clay      ^^  ' 
their  favorite  at  the  head  ;  but  Clay,  who  had  withdrawn  from 
the  race  in  earnest,  forbade  the  use  of  his  name.     Other  let- 
ters from  Taylor  embarrassed  party  friends,  who  had  not  for- 
gotten the  blunders  of  the  previous  Presidential  campaign. 
Apprising  Taylor  of  the  use  deceitful  opponents  were  mak- 
ing of  his  letters,  they  suggested  a  final  one  such  as  they 
had  drawn  up  to  close  all  correspondence.     Taylor  took  the 

*  This  annoimcement,  which  Taylor  made  hoth  by  public  and  private 
J«tt«r,  was  pablished  early  in  May.    See  2  Schurz's  Clay,  298. 
1 1  Ccdeman's  Crittenden,  315  (July,  1848). 
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advice  in  good  part,  and  a  last  "rough  and  ready  letter" 
soon  appeared  in  a  Baton  Rouge  paper,  which  was  widely 
copied  and  created  a  good  impression.  In  this 
the  candidate  defined  his  position  consistently,  as 
holding  to  Whig  opinions,  and  added,  besides,  that  if 
elected  he  would  be  no  partisan,  that  he  would  not  lay 
violent  hands  on  offices  nor  veto  bills  of  Congress  to  suit 
himself.* 

Clay  felt  his  mortification  deeply,  and  the  desertion  of  his 
own  Kentucky  friends.  But  restrained  now  by  the  discipline 
of  years,  soitow  and  repeated  disappointments,  his  spirit 
sought  solace  in  dignified  silence.  He  refused  to  aid  Gen- 
eral Taylor's  candidacy,  but  equally  so  to  do  it  any  injury. 
Crittenden  carried  Kentucky  in  the  State  election,  and  was 
chosen  governor  under  the  Taylor  banner.f 

This  chief  founder  of  the  Whig  paity  was  not  the  only 
great  civilian  who  felt  himself  wounded  in  the  house  of  his 
friends.  With  less  reason,  because  less  truly  the  candidate 
who  might  have  been,  Daniel  Webster  sulked  like  an  Achil- 
les. Ashmun  and  Winthrop  among  his  friends  had  subdued 
their  pref'jrences.  Not  until  September,  and  long  after  the 
Buffalo  convention  had  met,  would  he  declare  his  support  of 
any  candidate ;  embarrassing  Massachusetts  Whigs  who  had 
sustained  him  honorably.  Free  Soilers  at  Worcester  thanked 
him  for  refusing  his  aid  to  a  slaveholder ;  and  Webster  still 
kept  silent.  But  at  last  he  addressed  his  fellow- 
Whigs  of  Marshfield  in  a  speech  which  announced 
Taylor  as  a  preferable  choice  to  Cass,  but  sowed  distrustful 
innuendoes,  summing  up  Taylor's  nomination  as  one  "  not 
fit  to  be  made."     ''The  sagacious,  far-seeing  doctrine  of 


*  Thurlow  Weed  claims  that  ho  and  Millard  Fillmore  drafted  this  let- 
ter, the  suggestion  to  send  it  being  bis  own.  (1  Weed's  Life,  e.  58.)  But 
1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  2^,  claims  the  authorship  of  it  for  Crittenden, 
Toombs,  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  all  of  whom  were  earnest  advocates 
for  Taylor's  election,  and  saw  the  dangerous  drift  of  his  correspondence. 

This  "  lost  letter  "  of  Taylor's  was  addressed  to  Captain  Allison,  and 
was  dated  September  4,  1848.    See  74  Niles,  200. 

t  2  Schurz's  Clay,  307. 
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ayailability/'  he  added  with  sardonic  bitterness,  '^  lay  at  the 
root  of  the  whole  matter."  * 

The  insolt,  that  Taylor's  nomination  was  ^^  not  fit  to  be 
made,"  Webster  repeated  at  a  Whig  banquet,  and  Abbott 
Lawrence  answered  him  like  a  man.f  But  surely  this 
alorring  phrase  accorded  little  with  what  Webster  had  writ- 
ten to  Crittenden  some  eighteen  months  before.  He  spoke 
tiiien  of  Taylor  as  ^^  a  most  remarkable  person;"  as  one 
^  *^  who  has  shown  himself  not  only  superior  to  his  enemies, 
l>ut  far  abler  and  wiser  than  his  superiors  at  home."  J 

In  all  of  Webster's  passionate  strivings  for  the  Presidency 

Id  these  later  days,  there  was  a  blind  delusion  concerning 

Imis  own  strength  as  a  national  candidate.     New   England 

I  devoted  to  him,  and  among  merchants  and  substantial 

in  Northern  centres  he  had  a  considerable   following. 

J^Qt  the  West  and  the  South  were  not  with  him,  except  in 

^bdmiration  of  his  intellect.     Federal  antecedents  were  against 

l^im  in  those  sections,  and  a  feeling,  besides,  that  he  was 

^^Ifish.     Never  in  a  national  convention  of  his  party  did  he 

s^pproach  the  honor  which  he  so  strongly  yearned  for.     There 

^^v^as  one  avenue  and  only  one  by  which  he  might  have  reached 

t^lie  Presidency ;  and  that  was  to  accept  the  second  station 

^^iid  trust  to  the  chances  of  nature.     In  his  pride,  without 

^Xing  aware  of  it,  he  flung  away  that  prize  this  very  year  by 

X"<efii8ing  to  stand  on  the  Whig  ticket  as  Vice-President. 

^Vebster's  genius  belonged  to  the  Senate  and  the  Cabinet; 

^or  his  scope  was  rather  to  defend  eloquently  than  to  origi- 

i^ate.    His  ambition  for  the  Presidency  was  imbued  with 

Mttk  positive  scope  of  purpose  beyond  holding  the  Jarring 

spheres  of  our  national  system  in  obedience  to  the  law  of 

gravity.     He  stood  for  no  great  constructive  measure.    Loyal 

he  unquestionably  was,  and  he   made   of  loyalty  a  virtue. 

Be  had  risen  to  his  loftiest  stature  as  a  statesman  when,  in 

^oee  earlier  years  of  Jackson's  administration,  he  attacked 

Moession  behind  the  broad  shield  of  the  Constitution,  and 

*  2  CuitiB's  Webster,  c.  34 ;  newspapers. 
t  Harrey's  BeminiBcencett,  172. 
llColesum's  Crittendeii,  281. 
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met  the  nuUifiers  with  uncompromising  front.  Bat  nation 
reputation  awakened  in  him  the  appetite  for  supreme  offic 
and  that  appetite  weakened  his  whole  nature.  It  had  be< 
thus  through  the  whole  strange  experience  of  Tyler's  adml 
istration.  It  had  been  so  since ;  for  through  tiie  whole  i 
iquitous  war  with  Mexico  he  had  hung  upon  the  wheels  < 
the  opposing  administration  rather  than  resist  it  in  the  Sena 
face  to  face.  Where  was  his  leadership  felt  in  this  long  se 
sion  of  a  new  Congress  ?  Silent  when  opposition  to  the  Wi 
had  been  promised ;  silent  over  the  death  of  John  Quin< 
Adams,  a  son  of  Massachusetts  whose  fame  should  hai 
inspired  him ;  opening  his  mouth  to  speak  for  the  first  tin 
after  Trist's  treaty  had  been  provisionally  ratified,  in  ordt 
to  oppose  an  army  bill  which  the  Senate  had  already  passe 
and  a  cession  of  Mexican  territory  which  was  no  long* 
hypothetical.  Cass  and  Taylor  had  been  nominated,  U 
Free  Sellers  had  assembled  for  a  third  convention,  wh( 
Webster  shook  his  mane  like  a  lion,  and  spoke  as  became 
statesman  and  as  he  had  pledged  himself  to  speak.  Tl 
Oregon  bill  was  then  before  the  Senate.  "  I  shall  oppose  f 
slavery  extension  and  all  increase  of  slave  representation 
he  solemnly  declared,  "in  all  places,  at  all  times,  under  i 
circumstances,  even  against  all  inducements,  against  all  su] 
posed  limitation  of  great  interests,  against  all  combination 
against  all  compromise."  *  This  strong  passage,  which  Wei 
ster  pronounced  in  his  most  earnest  and  effective  manner,  wj 
a  challenge  to  Taylor  (so  Webster's  friends  have  tiiough) 
that  he  must  stand  on  good  anti-slavery  ground  if  1 
wished  Webster  to  support  him.f 

Other  party  Whigs  who  had  hesitated  or  shown  their  di 
content  from   one   cause  or   another   fell   into  line  as  tl 

♦  See  New  York  Tribune,  telegraphic  report.  In  5  Webster's  Work 
302  (as  revised  in  1851),  appears  a  speech  of  August  12,  which  express 
this  sentiment  in  language  less  broad  and  impressive.  But  the  conte: 
shows  (ib.  p.  312)  that  the  published  speech  was  not  that  (August  1* 
which  contained  the  original  passage  we  have  quoted. 

t  2  Curtis's  Webster,  344.  Webster  was  peevish,  morose,  and  despon 
ent  this  summer.    Ib.  342. 
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omeoB  pcMnted  to  yictory.    Horace  Greeley  with  his  New 
tork  Tribune  long  clung  to  the  hope  of  an  independent 
demonstration  which  would  drive  Taylor  out  of  the  canvass. 
Van  Boren  repelled  this  honest  editor,  nor  would  he,  like 
Henry  Wilson,  join  the  revolt  of  Free  Soilers.     Though  galled 
by  other  Whig  presses,   the  Tribune  staid  spell-bound  by 
Etoy  Clay  until  the  latter  peremptorily  refused  to  have  his 
nime  osed  longer  for  mischievous  ends.     The  Clay  dissenters 
finaUy  called  a  public  meeting   in  New  York  City  at  the 
Vaoxhall  Garden ;  and  a  large  crowd  attended  it. 
John  Minor  Botts,  of  Virginia,  who  was  one  of  the      ^  *    * 
speakers,  with  a  wry  face,  and  words  and  gestures  appropri- 
ate to  denote  that  he  was  swallowing  a  bitter  pill,  announced 
XiuX  he  had  decided  to  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor.     There  was 
S^^t  excitement  and  uproar,  for  this  turn  to  the  meeting 
^ivas  quite  unexpected;  but  Greeley  followed  him  with  a 
oalmer  speech  of  like  import,  and  three  days  later  the  names 
of  (he  regular  Whig  nominees  appeared  for  the  fh-st  time  at  the 
lieid  of  the  Tribune^s  editorial  page,  there  to  remain  during 
tlierestof  the  canvass.     Seward  was  another  Whig  leader  of 
tins  same  fateful  State,  who,  though  no  devotee  of  Clay, 
Ic^t  his  decision  in  reserve  until  after  the  Buffalo  convention. 
Oistnistful  of  Van  Buren's  mission  to  fulfil  what  Northern 
Whigs  had  promised,  he  announced  in  August  his  hearty 
«»iipport  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore,  and  during  the  next  month 
made  many  speeches  for  directing  the  canvass  to  those  deeper 
moral  issues  which  the  Whig  convention  had  so  timidly  ig- 
nored.    "  I  can  easily  know  whom  I  ought   to  avoid,"  he 
would  say,  in  allusion  to  Cicero's  uncertainty,  **  but 
not  whom  I  ought  to  sustain."     While  conservative^^^"^'* 
in  action,  Seward  in  moral  apprehension  was  far  in  advance 
of  his  party ;  and  speaking  in  Cleveland  this  autumn  for  the 
y\a%  candidates,  he  declared  that  "  slavery  must  be  abol- 
Med,"  that   **  freedom   and   slavery  are  two   antagonistic 
dements  of  society  in  Ameri(\i."  *     At  a  Whig  rally  which 
^as  held  during  their  visit  to  Bost^jn,  on  the  evening  of  the 

*  33  Century  Magazine,  531. 
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22d  of  September,  Seward  and  Abraham  Lincoln  occapie 
the  platform  together  as  the  chief  speakers.  Sew^ 
speech,  thoughtful,  impressive,  touching  closer  than  old-lii 
Whigs  were  apt  to  touch  the  delicate  national  topic,  wi 
what  the  audience  came  to  hear ;  and  yet  Lincoln,  who  f o 
lowed  him,  furnished  food  for  enliveument  of  a  very  differei 
flavor.  This  breezy  stump  orator  of  the  West,  in  an  boor 
speech,  put  the  old-fashioned  Whig  doctrines  in  a  droll  bt 
convincing  way,  poked  fun  at  the  Democracy  and  its  cand 
dates,  and  with  rollicking  stories,  piquant  though  unrefinec 
set  his  hearers  in  a  roar,  and  sat  down  cheered  to  the  echc 
Many  local  committees  applied  at  Whig  headquarters  tt 
next  day  to  secure  the  services  of  this  raoy  and  captivatin 
speaker,  but  it  was  announced  that  he  had  left  already  fc 
his  home  in  Illinois.  This  was  the  first,  probably  the  onZ 
political  visit  to  Boston  of  a  man  whose  name  in  tweni 
years  was  to  echo  down  the  grooves  of  time.  Salient  thoog 
Lincoln's  remarks  were,  the  local  Whig  presses  seem  to  hai 
had  too  much  sobriety  to  publish  them.* 

"  Honest  old  Zach,"  the  Whig  nominee,  remained  quiets 
upon  his  plantation  in  distant  Louisiana.  Cass,  who  he 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  as  soon  as  the  Dem(^ 
racy  made  him  their  nominee,  remained  at  his  honft 
equally  remote,  among  the  ramparts  of  the  Great  Lake 
— pledged  by  his  letter  of  acceptance  never  to  compe 
for  the  Presidency   again.      In    several    Northern   Stat* 


•  Boston  newspapers  of  the  day.  Seward's  speech  of  this  eyening  -m 
quite  fully  reported.  Except  for  one  or  two  nnimportant  speeches  ^ 
livered  in  tlie  immediate  suburbs  of  Boston  a  few  evenings  earlier,  L. 
coin  does  not  appear  to  have  made  other  addresses  in  New  England 
this  tour,  iKjinjf  mainly  ocrupie<l  at  the  West.  On  his  way  home 
called  at  Albany  upon  Thurlow  Weed,  who  took  him  to  see  Fillmore, « 
candidate  for  Vice-President,  then  sojouming  in  that  city.  T.  Wee?- 
Autobio^sraphy,  60.^.  32  Centur>'  Magazine.  S.H-.'We. 

This  writ'^r  i»  told  that  as  Seward  and  Lincoln  were  alone  togetls 
Hoon  after  this  Boston  meeting,  the  latter,  while  contrasting  the  top* 
they  had  touched  upon  in  their  respective  speeches,  observed  thou^ 
fully  to  this  effect:  "  I  believe  you  are  right,  and  that  this  qnestiora 
slavery  oxtonsiou  is  going  to  become  the  most  important  of  all  our  j^' 
lie  questions."    Conversation  with  Hon.  F.  W.  Sewaid,  May,  180O. 


1848.  TAYLOR  ELECTED  PRESIDENT.  HI 

tlie  Free-Soil  nominationB  at  Buffalo  were  confirmed  bj 
political  gatherings,  and  electoral  tickets  were  made  up 
accordingly.  The  State  elections,  beginning  with  August, 
were  eagerly  scanned  for  what  they  might  indicate  as  to 
National  results  in  November.  All  signs  portended  a  Whig 
victory  as  the  party  ranks  closed  up.  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
gave  to  the  Whigs  much  encouragement  in  the 
October  elections.  New  York,  the  pivot  State  of 
the  Union,  chose  local  and  national  officers  as  usual  upon 
the  same  day.  Hamilton  Fish,  a  Whig,  devoted 
and  honorable,  was  chosen  Governor  of  the  State 
over  Chancellor  Walworth,  the  nominee  of  administration 
Democrats,  and  John  A.  Dix,  of  the  Free  Soilers,  both  high- 
toned  opponents.  Dix,  by  his  present  candidacy,  which 
was  at  the  request  of  Van  Buren,  did  something  to  atone 
for  his  earlier  error  as  a  Senator  in  giving  the  needful  vote 
by  which  Texas,  with  her  catalogue  of  ills,  came  into  the 
Union.  But  this  independence  cost  him  a  new  sacrifice; 
SoQthem  Democrats  never  forgave  him  for  opposing  the 
regnlar  ticket  in  his  State,  and  his  political  exile  soon  fol- 
lowed.* As  for  national  results,  the  little  magician's  last 
game  scored  what  he  had  most  intended.  Cass,  who  had 
mortified  him  in  1844,  Van  Buren  mortified  in  return.  The 
Free  Soilers,  too  weak,  of  course,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  carry  the  electoral  vote  of  a  single  State,  decided 
the  whole  contest  by  what  they  accomplished  in  Van  Buren's 
commonwealth.  His  numerical  total  at  the  polls  was  greater 
here  than  that  of  Cass,  and  the  Empire  State  gave  a  splen- 
did majority  for  the  Whig  electors  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore. 
In  Massachusetts  and  in  Vermont  besides,  the 
popular  vote  for  the  Free-Soil  candidate  outnum- 
bered that  given  to  the  Cass  ticket ;  the  Whigs  gaining  the 
pinrality,  however,  and  tlie  Presidential  electors.  Cass's 
"Nicholson  letter"  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  detested 
by  all  men  of  Northern  conscience,  was  the  death-warrant 
of  his  hope.     His  own  State  and,  in  genenil,  the  Northwest 

*  John  A.  Diz's  Memoirs,  239. 
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had  sectional  pride  enoagh  to  stand  by  him ;  but  the 
pie  of  the  Middle  States  and  New  England  turned 
backs.  The  electoral  votes  from  this  Atlantic  slope 
more  than  a  majority  from  the  South  besides  brought  i 
Whig  ticket  triumphant ;  New  York's  vote  turning  the 
somewhat  as  before.*  Fellow-feeling  and  the  love  of 
tary  glory  carried  Southern  men  confidingly  to  Taylor 
yet  Free  Soilers,  we  shall  see,  had  no  cause  to  regret 
they  too  had  contributed  to  his  victory.  The  "  people's 
inee  "  prevailed  in  this  fight  because  he  was  loved  and  tr 
of  the  people.  North  and  South  left  the  arbitramei 
delicate  issues  growing  out  of  the  war  to  a  brave 
patriotic  general,  who  had  approved  himself  a  man  of  e 
integrity,  and  sound  judgment,  rather  than  to  any  s 
man  of  shifting  and  accommodating  opinions  who  coul 
face  an  enemy.  Military  similitudes  and  military 
paiisons  were  irresistible  at  this  moment.  To  the  victc 
Whigs  it  seemed  as  if  another  Washington  had  a 
*'The  fourth  of  March,"  presaged  the  National  h 
gencery  exultingly,  "will  revive  the  heroic  age  of  th< 
public."  t 

In  no  happy  frame  of  mind,  assuredly,  could  Pree 

Polk  have  prepared  for  the  re-assembling  of  Congrei 

the  4th  of  December.     Convinced  against  his 

^^™'  one  is  still  of  his  own  opinion.     The  annual 

sage  of  this  session — the  longest  one,  thus  ; 

our  history,  to  which  a  President  iiad  ever  placed  his  g 

ture — made  laborious  effort  to  defend  tlie  policy  of  thi 

ministration  against  the  verdict  of  the  people.     Polk'i 

♦  See  Table  of  Electoral  Votes,  appendix.  The  Massachusett 
alar  vote  being  so  divided  among  the  three  candidates  that  no  one 
majority,  the  Whig  Governor  convened  the  legislature,  November 
in  special  session  (as  the  Massachusetts  statute  required) ,  by  whicl 
ess  Whig  electors  were  chosen.  Under  the  present  act  of  Congre 
whole  Union  voted  for  President  on  a  uniform  day,  which  this  ye 
November  7th.  As  Ohio  went  for  Cass,  Penusylyania's  vote  was 
tial. 

t  See  74  Niles,  December,  1S48. 


1848.  FOLK'S  LAST  MESSAGE.  113 

gugey  like  his  looks,  reminded  one  still  of  the  circuit 
preacher.  *^  Blood  on  his  hands  and  Scripture  on  his  lips," 
was  the  bitter  comment  of  one  political  opponent  who  heard 
tbe  message  read.  Collamer,  of  the  Senate,  with  genial 
tneodote,  recalled  more  pleasantly  the  Vermont  rural  lawyer, 
who,  when  reprimanded  by  the  coui-t  for  re-arguing  a  point 
which  had  just  been  decided  against  him,  replied  that  he  was 
not  re-arguing,  but  was  damning  the  decision.* 

Freedom  was  preached  in  this  message,  the  blessed  right 
of  self-goTemment,  hostility  to  monopoly  and  class  privi* 
leges;  and  yet  in  the  same  breath  came  the  counsel  that 
millions  of  our  free  acres  should  be  thrown  open  to  the  great- 
est of  class  monopolies,  that  antipodes  of  freedom  to  man- 
kind. Polk  distinctly  admitted,  what  he  should  have 
foreseen,  that  this  new  acquisition  from  Mexico  forced  a 
domestic  controyersy  which  would  threaten  seriously  the 
permanence  and  harmony  of  our  Federal  system.  Yet  legis- 
lation, so  he  argued,  ought  to  recognize  the  right  of  citizens 
in  the  slaveholding  States  to  carry  their  slaves  with  them 
into  territories  which  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  the 
Union  had  acquired.  And  hence  he  exhorted  Congress  to 
adopt  the  fraternal  plan  which  he  had  pi-oposed  before, — 
that  of  extending  the  line  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  the 
parallel  of  36"^  30',  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  so  as  to  permit 
slavery  to  erect  new  States  south  of  that  parallel  but  not 
north  of  it-f 

It  was  not  unnatural  that  Southern  fellow  citizens,  no 
longer  compunctious  on  the  question  of  making  cattle  of 
human  beings,  who  wished  their  slave  area  extended,  should 
think  an  adjustment  like  this  suflicieiitly  fair  and  self-sacri- 
ficing on  their  part  The  South  had  fought  to  gain  Texas 
vid  Mexico ;  they  thought  the  South  moderate  in  proposing 
mch  a  parallel.  But  to  the  more  impetuous  and  daring  of 
that  section,  even  this  was  not  satisfactory.  The  Wilmot 
ftoviso  would  have  put  the  caveat  upon  slavery  over  the 


*1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  328. 
t  Pniident's  Message,  Dec.  5, 1849* 
rou  v,— S 
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whole  acquisition.  These  men  met  that  caveat  with  ti 
assertion  that  slavery  had  the  right  to  go  into  new  territori< 
wherever  it  would,  and  meet  freedom  there  on  terms  < 
equal  rivalry.  Calhoun,  watchful  of  the  late  canvass,  hi 
sounded  the  alarm  to  his  section  over  the  Free  Sc 

^^  '  Convention  in  Buffalo.  Objecting  personally  1 
both  Cass  and  Taylor,  as  candidates,  he  predicted  that  tl 
defeated  party  of  this  contest  would  amalgamate  with  tl 
Free  Sellers  and  bring  in  their  candidate  another  tim« 
When  that  time  came  South  Carolina  would  again  prodai 
nullification,  and  slaveholders  ought  now  to  prepare  for 
^^  struggle  with  the  North.*     Following  the  tenor  < 

'  his  advice,  the  members  from  slaveholding  States 
when  Congress  came  together,  met  him  to  consider  secret) 
what  course  to  pursue,  f 

We  have  seen  this  masterly  disorganizer  laying  out  h 
own  plan  for  closing  the  Mexican  war  in  opposition  to  tt 
administration ;  by  fencing  off  what  territory  we  wanted  an 
keeping  guard  over  the  spoil,  but  not  so  as  to  leave  tl 
whole  Mexican  republic  on  our  hands  as  the  reward  of  vi< 
toi*y.  *'  Ours  is  the  government  of  the  white  man,"  he  d< 
dared  in  disdain ;  and  he  insisted  that  the  fatal  error  c 
Republicanism  in  Spanish  America  had  been  the  effort  t 
place  and  keep  the  colored  race  on  an  equality  with  tt 
Caucasian.  J  Calhoun  and  the  Southern  extremists  had  bee 
displeased  with  the  deprecating  letters  which  Cass  an 
Buchanan  wrote  to  fellow-citizens  of  their  own  section,- 
letters  which  censured  the  threat  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  a 
unfraternal  and  irritating,  and  then  added  in  a  sort  of  cor 
fidential  whisper  that  the  North  had  no  reason  to  fear  thi 
slavery  would  ever  gain  a  practical  foothold  in  this  new  are? 
"  The  old  formula  must  be  changed,"  was  the  imperiou 
edict  of  the  Charleston  Merminj^  and  this  journal  and  it 
friends  commended  to  slaveholding  States  a  platform  latel 
laid  down  by  the  Alabama  legislature,  which  proclaimed  : 

♦  Speech  at  Charleston,  August  19;  newspapers  of  the  day. 

t  Jenkin's  Life  of  Calhoun. 

I  4  Calhoun's  Works,  39G  ftupj'a,  p.  93. 
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to  be  ^^  the  natural  and  indefeasible  right"  of  each  citizen  of 
tills  Confederacy  "  to  reside  with  his  property  of  every  de- 
scription "  in  any  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by  the 
arms  of  the  United  States.* 

Northern  Whigs  took  new  courage  from  the  elections  and 
showed  a  spirited  temper  which  in  the  previous  session  pru- 
dence had  caused  them  to  curb.     Slavery  agitation  could 
not  subside  even  for  the  brief  space  which  preceded  the  in- 
stalment of  a  new  Executive.     Gott,  of  New  York 
State,  who  represented  a  strong  anti-slavery  dis-  ^^t^;^' 
trict  in  the  House,  brought  promptly  forward  a 
resolution  which  pronounced  slave  traffic  in  the  District  of 
Colambia  a  notorious  reproach,  and  ordered  a  bill  reported 
at  once  for  its  abolition.     The  House  passed  tlie  resolution 
by  ninety-eight  to  eighty-seven.     Never  before  had  the  nui- 
saooe  been  so  boldly  aiTaigned  which  pervaded  the  very  nos- 
trils of  the  capitol.     Slaves,  fettered  like  convicts,  passed 
lOQQd  the  hill  in  gangs ;  the  human  shambles  and  auction- 
block  were  visible  from  the  dome  of  our  national  legislature ; 
nor  had  Washington  jail  been   quite  yet  emptied   of  the 
*  Georgetown  runaways  who  were  cooped  up  there  for  trying 
the  last  summer  to  dispose  of  their  own  persons.     Southern 
members  of  Congress  were  greatly  excited.     They  convened 
bi  the  Senate  wing,  and  fiery  resolutions  were  offered,  which, 
on  motion  of  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  were  referred  for  report 
^  an  adjourned  meeting  set  for  the  middle  of  January.     The 
Bonse  reconsidered,  in  the  meantime,  the  Gott  resolution, 
*iid,  upon  Vinton's  motion,  postponed  final  action.     Horace 
Greeley  was  a  member  for  this  session,  supplying  a  brief  va- 
<5*ncy  which  had  occurred  in  New  York  city.     He  supported 
Gott,  and  was  busy  besides  in  a  vain  struggle,  by  himself, 
^  abolish   mileage   and  establish  cheap  postage.         ^ 
When  the  Southern  caucus  met  again,  Calhoun  is  Janiuiry 
wJd  to  have  urged  it  to  present  as  an  ultimatum     ^^^* 
^^ery  extension  or  disunion.     Slaveholding  States,  he  con- 

•73  Wiles,  :m.    See  Final  Notes. 


116     HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.    CHAP.  XYHI 

tended,  oaght  to  secede  sooner  than  submit  to  the  Wflmo 
Proviso.  But  Southern  Whigs  were  not  of  that  mind,  an< 
Berrien,  Houston,  and  Metcalfe,  of  the  Senate,  with  Toomb 
and  Stephens,  of  the  House,  favored  a  report  of  much  mOde 
expression.  A  published  address  ^^  to  the  people  of  thi 
Southern  States,"  was  the  final  result  of  these  conferencei 
among  Southern  members.  It  recounted  the  insults,  s< 
termed,  which  Free  Soilers  offered  to  the  South ;  and  i 
counselled  ^'  unity  among  ourselves."  Its  logic  labored,  anc 
its  tendency  was  to  insidious  mischief.  Yet,  had  Calhoui 
been  allowed  his  way,  the  language  might  have  been  bolder.^ 

A  marked  influence  in  all  these  Southern  consultations  wsj 
to  inflame  the  Southern  mind  to  resist  any  application  o 
the  Wilmot  Proviso  as  an  insult, — ^insults  being,  by  the  un 
written  code,  to  be  resented  and  punished,  but  not  argue< 
down.  ^^  This  accursed  treason  to  the  Constitution,"  wai 
the  stigma  bestowed  upon  the  Proviso  by  Calhoun's  col 
league  in  the  Senate,  Judge  Butler.  South  Carolina  mei 
were  not  slow  to  proclaim  that  any  maintenance  of  such  i 
dogma  would  cause  a  disruption  of  the  Union. 

Yet,  after  all,  the  present  discussion  in  the  House  wai 
aimless  and  fruitless.  Congress  turned  its  attention  in  th< 
latest  weeks  of  the  session  to  the  more  momentou 
^^^'  and  difficult  issue  of  governing  the  new  territor 
acquired  from  Mexico.  The  House,  on  the  27th  of  Febru 
ary,  undaunted  by  the  Southern  address  and  Calhoun's  effort 
to  organize  a  Southern  slaveholders'  party,  passed  a  bill  fo 
organizing  California  as  a  territory  with  the  Ordinance  o 
1787,  a  Wilmot  Proviso,  annexed  to  it.  Memorials  had  a] 
ready  come  in  from  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  an< 
California,  protesting  against  the  introduction  of  humai 
slavery  in  those  regions,  protests  which  Calhoun  denounces 


*  See  Washington  Union,  January  28,  which  published  this  address,  a 
having  been  adopted  by  42  to  17,  and  as  substantially  Calhoun's  own  pn 
duction.  But  Calhoun's  language  was  probably  softened  in  the  documem 
It  is  claimed  for  Alexander  H.  Stephens  that  his  report  was  adopted  i 
place  of  Calhoun's.  Johnson's  Stephens,  235.  But  such  was  not  the  ctu 
rent  impression. 
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as  ''  insolent  to  Congress  and  unreasonable."  After  a  vain 
effort  to  drive  the  Whig  representatives  from  posi- 
tlon,  by  engrafting  its  own  territorial  plan,  free  of 
the  Wilmot  Proviso,  upon  an  appropriation  bill,  the  Demo- 
cratic Senate  yielded  to  the  situation,  and  disagreement  of 
the  two  Houses  blocked  all  schemes  for  organizing  those 
territories  under  the  present  administration.  All  that  could 
be  accomplished  for  this  session  was  to  pass  a  bill  which  ex- 
tended to  California  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States. 
New  Mexico  and  California  were  left  in  all  other  respects 
under  temporary  military  rule  as  conquered  provinces,  and 
the  whole  perplexing  subject  was  passed  over  to  a  new  Con- 
gress and  a  new  administration. 

General  Taylor  had  ere  this  arrived  in  Washington,  making 
his  tour   from   Louisiana  by   way  of   Cincinnati  on  river 
steamers,    whose   progress    was    blockaded    by  occasional 
ice,  for  the  winter  was  one  of  unusual  severity.     In  Ken- 
tucky he  had  stopped  to  confer  with  his  friend  Crittenden, 
the  new  governor  of  that  State.    On  the  morning  of  March  3d, 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  President-elect,  with  Clayton 
vid  Ewing  of  his  intended  cabinet,  called  the  attention  of 
Seward  to  the  vast  importance  of  having  some  territorial 
gOTemment  established  for  California  before  this  Congress 
^oold  expire.     '^  I  want,"  said  the  hero,  bluntly,  ^^  to  sub- 
stitute the  rule  of  law  and  order  for  bowie-knives  and  re- 
i^(^ers."     Seward  was  about  to  enter  the  Senate  on  the  4th 
of  March  as  the   successor  of  John  A.  Dix,  having  been 
chosen  to  that  post  by  the  New  York  legislature  in  course 
of  the  winter.     Webster,  the  foremost  Whig  already  of  that 
l)ody,  who,  at  this  session,  had  crossed  swords  with  Calhoun 
over  the  latter's  new  dogma,  that  the  Constitution  carried 
slaveiy  by  its  own   force  into  the  annexed   domains  from 
Mexico,  appears  to  have  been  author  of  an  amendment  to 
the  stranded  California  bill  which  proposed  to  keep  the  local 
laws  unchanged  under  military  rule  until  another  session  of 
Congress  should  expire.*     With  this  for  a  basis  of  mutual 

•  See  2  Curtls's  Webster,  c.  Sfi, 
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concession,  Seward  visited  some  leading  Whigs  of  the  Hou 

who  caused  its  adoption  with  slight  change,  but  the  Sena^^it* 

disagreeing  in  turn  to  such  proposals,  the  effort  for  harmoi \) 

failed.*  A  Saturday  night  of  fog  aud  wrangle  brought  tfc=3< 
session  to  a  close,  with  no  territorial  governments  erected  :^^ 
all,  except  one  for  that  interior  region  of  the  Louisiana  pu  ^«i 
chase  adjacent  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Mississippi  Riv»-  < 
and  north  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  now  defined  as  the  temto^Kri 
of  Minnesota.f  Of  this  territory,  poi)ulated  by  hardy  pi»^-3 
neers  and  enlarged  beyond  the  boundaries  finally  assigne 
to  it,  the  chief  settlement  was  at  St.  Paul  and  near  the  fa 
of  St.  Anthony,  and  in  the  bill  for  a  temporary  governme^"^ 
no  assertion  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  was  deemed  necessar^;""^ 
for  the  Missouri  Compromise  Act  ah'tiuly  gave  the  exelusii^"  ^ 
boon  of  freedom.  The  eastern  rays  of  a  Sabbat'  -^ 
'  sun  dispersed  our  wrangling  legislators  and  then'^ 
was  a  long  and  restful  calm  before  the  inauguration  of  Polk:^^ 
successor  upon  the  noon  of  Monday. 

One  single  act  of  legislation  left  the  session  notable' 
This  was  the  creation  of  a  new  executive  department,  style^3^ 
the  "Home  Department,''  but  formally  described  in  thci 
body  of  the  act  as  ''The  Department  of  the  Interior."  * 
The  idea  of  such  a  department  was  as  old  as  PiesidenC^ 
Washington's  first  year  of  office ;  but  sixty  years  ha^  -^ 
elapsed  before  our  national  development  justified  putting  i^ 
to  practical  use.  Cabinet  officers  had  at  length  become 
overburdened  with  concerns  of  a  miscellaneous  scope  whict^ 
had  grown  as  accretions  upon  the  functions  pertaining  pro}) — ' 
erly  to  their  several  spheres  of  action ;  and  the  late  war^ 
moreover,  with  the   prodigious  expanse  of  territory  and  re* 

sponsibilities  it  brought, — not  to   add  our  peaceful 
Febraarv  ^^D^^'^i^tion    in    the    Oregon    country, — furnished 

arguments  irresistible  for  reorganizing  the  execu- 
tive business.     Vinton  from  the  Ways  and  Means,  reported 

♦  Letter  of  W.  H.  Seward,  March  29,  1849;  National  Intelligencer. 
t  Act  March  a.  1849,  c.  121. 
t  See  vol.  i.  p.  104. 
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^erefore  a  bill  in  the  House,  which  went  through  by  a  strong 
flon-pai-tisan  vote,  and  the  Senate,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  concurred.     The  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Qnder  this  new  act,  was  to  be  placed  upon  the  same 
^^oeral  footing  as  the  other  secretaries ;  his  special  work  con- 
sisting in  the  supervision  of  patents,  pensions,  public  lands 
*nd  Indian  aflfairs.* 

This  important  act  was  drafted  by  Robert  J.  Walker,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  whose  influence  upon  Congress 
^iiroughout  Polk's  administration  had  been  remarkably  strong, 
talker  was  a  cunning   compound  of   the   statesman   and 
lobbyist,  and  a  man   of  busy  intrigue  in  either  capacity. 
^I*hrough  his  principal   activity  had  been   compassed   that 
Ootigressional  scheme  of  annexing  Texas,  by  the  double- 
beaded  plan  of  1845,  which  led  up  to  the  Mexican  War.f 
^Vbile  in  office  Walker  had   been  the  zealous  promoter  of 
^cliemes  for  building  a  railroad  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien ; 
the  fast  friend  of  steamship  subsidies  and  of  whatever  else 
might  tend  to  develop  American  commerce  in  competition 
"^ith  the  world.     For  warehousing  and  those  other  improved 
facilities  in  our  customs   revenues,  adopted   from   abroad, 
imiiorters  owed  him  their  hearty  gratitude.     He  had  managed 
finances  with  much  shrewdness  through  all  the  troubles  of 
"^ar,  and  briskly  availed  himself  of  the  right  moment  to 
\>lace  his  loans  upon  the  market.      Always   an   alert  and 
Watling  little  body,  moving  the  wires  of  vanous  political 
activities,  his  feats  performed  in  the  cabinet  had  allayed  many 
ot  the  prejudices  entertained  against  him,  and  he  retired  to 
private  life  with  something  of  a  solid   reputation.      As   a 
statesman  his  hobby  was  to  exalt  commerce  above  all  other 
it&tional  interests. 

The  greatest,  perhaps,  of  this  Secretary's  public  achieve- 
loents  had  been  the  tariff  of  184G;  and  notwithstanding 
Coi^ess  sullenly  refused  to  alter  that  tiiriff  during  the  pinch 
of  war,  it  worked  beneficially  for  the  people.     Not  even  our 


^Conj^ressional  Globe;  Act  March  3,  1S46,  c.  108. 
i  See  vol.  iv.  p.  487. 
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manafacturers  (as  Walker  could  confidently  assert  i 
leaving  office)  were  anxious  to  go  back  to  ^e  schedol 
1842.  Henry  Clay  did  not  appreciate  that  fact  when, 
weak  moment,  he  allowed  his  name  to  be  placed  upon 
list  of  Whig  candidates  for  a  later  time  than  last  He 
opined  for  the  moment  that  the  old  Whig  thunderbol 
protection  among  the  rest — might  be  forged  over  for  a 
campaign.*  But  Clay  was  mistaken.  The  American  pc 
were  brooding  over  matters  quite  different, — the  Mes 
War,  and  the  probable  effect  of  that  war  and  its  annexal 
upon  the  permanency  of  this  Union  and  the  sectional  bal 
of  power.  Neither  the  so-called  '*  Democratic  straddle 
1844,  nor  the  "  free -trade  tariff"  which  followed  B 
accession,  had  produced  thus  far  the  grinding  misery  ^ 
Clay  and  the  Whigs  foreboded.  Europe's  need  of  ourbr 
stuffs  might  account  for  it,  or  the  Irish  potato  famine ; 
whatever  the  cause,  there  was  the  stubborn  result.! 
fact,  the  low  tariff  of  1846  served  this  Union  througl 
the  vicissitudes  of  national  parties  for  ten  long  years 
more;  nor  was  it  changed  in  1857,  except  to  vary  som< 
tails  under  new  conditions  when  a  further  reduction  of 
enue  became  needful  in  order  to  avoid  a  surplus.}  N 
breath  of  political  agitation  entered  into  that  change,  w 
was  the  last  one  ever  made  where  members  from  Sout 
slave  States  voted.  Might  it  not  be  claimed,  then,  tha 
had  reached  a  resting-point  on  the  dial  of  economic  ad, 
ment, — a  resting-point  adapted  best  to  an  era  of  peace 
when  exhausting  war  did  not  strain  our  resources? 
free-trade  tendency — since  all  such  questions  with  us  i 
be  questions  of  tendency  and  not  of  final  rest — gave  in 
first  place  a  splendid  impulse  to  commerce.  Our 
whitened  the  remotest  seas.  Our  flag  bore  and  then  broi 
back.  Next,  agriculture  prospered;  and  it  was  moj 
all  the  prospect  of  supplying  the  wide  population  of 
British  empire   with   American   food   products,  as  wel 

♦  See  UUmanii  letter  of  August  4,  1847 ;  2  Schurz's  Clay,  299. 

t  See  vol.  iv.  p.  51C. 

I  Act  March  3, 1S57,  post. 
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American  cotton,  that  caused  the  Polk  tariff  to  be  enacted 
after  Peel  had  swung  open  the  gates  of  British  ports  invit- 
iogly.  And  had  our  manufactures  been  swamped  by  the 
Uiterchange  that  followed?  On  the  contrary  they  gi*ew  and 
prospered,  for  that  best  of  all  bounties  was  afforded  them, 
i^w  materials  unburdened  by  taxation,  and  the  widest  pos- 
^ble  market  with  the  universe. 

If  Polk's  tariff  act  had  operated  favorably,  so  had  the  sub- 
ti-easory  revived  from  Van  Buren.  For  the  past  twelve 
xxx>nths  or  more  Europe  had  been  convulsed  by  civil  wars 
lUid  revolution ;  in  France,  the  election  of  Louis  Napoleon  as 
first  constitutional  President  presaged  already  the  downfall 
of  a  second  republican  experiment,  where  men's  minds  were 
dazzled  by  names;  bankruptcies  and  paralyzed  industry 
marked  the  business  situation  abroad  when  Polk  retired 
from  office.  But  our  people  had  suffered  no  revulsion ;  our 
money  market  was  easy  by  comparison ;  not  a  dollar  had 
been  lost  to  the  national  treasury  through  depreciation  of 
the  currency,  and  every  loan  required  for  prosecuting  our 
cxMtly  war  had  been  negotiated  above  par.* 

Our  government  was  at  peace  with  all  nations  when  Polk 
vacated  the  Presidency.  In  the  midst  of  more  momentous 
employments,  the  negotiation  of  treaties  advantageous  to 
American  commerce  had  not  been  overlooked  by  him.  The 
example  of  treating  foreign  countries  liberally  in  our  own 
ports  elicited  corresponding  favors,  which  argumentative 
diplomacy  would  have  sought  in  vain.  South  American 
powers,  German  principalities,  and  even  Great  Britain's 
proud  kingdom  relaxed  former  restraints  upon  commerce  be- 
cause we  had  done  likewise. f  Two  modes  prevail  for  giving 
international. traffic  a  wider  scope:  reciprocity,  that  closer 
policy  of  Monroe's  times,  when  specific  nations  made  spe- 
cific bargains  with  one  another, — a  policy  which  John 
Quincy  Adams  summed  up,  on  full  experience,  as  unsat- 
isfying;   and  liberal  trade,   which   appeals  more    strongly 

*  President's  message,  Dec.  5, 1848,  Treasury  report,  etc. 
t  See  treaties  in  9  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Laige. 
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and  more  delicately  to  the  generous  promptings  of  ma 
kind.  One  of  the  latest  fruits  of  Polk's  diplomacy  had  be 
a  postal  convention  with  Great  Britain  by  which  unifoi 
rates  were  fixed  for  foreign  mail  matter.*  Prior  to  that  i 
raugemetit,  ocean  postage  had  depended  upon  the  arbitra 
discretion  of  rival  packet  and  steamship  lines,  some  of  whi 
demanded  prepayment,  while  others  forbade  it.  War  a 
the  rumors  of  war  had  now  swept  by ;  our  administrati 
which  had  come  in  as  a  lion  w  ent  out  as  a  lamb.  The  croi 
jewels  which  Polk*s  strong  policy  bequeathed  to  his  count 
were  of  priceless  worth, — Oregon,  and  all  that  splendid  sp 
liation  of  Mexico,  whose  chief  of  hidden  treasures  was  Ca 
foruia. 

Polk's  remarkable  success  as  a  negotiator  and  administi 
tor  in  affairs  was  due  le»s  to  skilful  handling  than  to  silen 
and  secrecy.  Reticence  of  purpose  helped  both  to  concc 
a  failure  and  to  win  from  success  an  admiration  unexpecte 
In  methods  he  was  pushing  and  persistent,  aiming  straig 
at  his  mark,  but  at  the  same  time  adroit  and  baffling,  not 
say  deceitful  over  the  plans  he  most  cherished.  The  Me: 
can  people  had  good  cause  to  rei>roach  him  with  falsehoo 
while  Dix  and  Wilmot  are  among  those,  once  Polk's  par 
friends,  who  have  raised  their  own  issues  of  veracity 
Polk  assuredly  did  not  scruple  to  dissimulate  his  real  inte 
tions,  and  his  repeaU^d  misstatements,  official  and  unol 
cial,  are  scarcely  palliated  by  that  peculiar  temperame 
which  made  it  impossible  for  him,  even  when  exalted  to  t 
highest  pinnacle  of  respcmsibility,  to  state  a  public  questi 
as  though  it  had  two  sides  to  it.  Even  at  the  last  mome 
and  just  as  he  was  about  to  retire  from  public  life,  a  perem 
tory  call  of  the  House  compelled  him  to  confess  that  he  h 
caused  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  to  be  ratified  with 
secret  protocol,  of  which  our  Senate  had  never  been   a 


•  This  was  dated  Dec.  15,  184^,  and  negotiated  by  our  minister,  Geoi 
Bancroft;  73  Niles,  2.  Great  Britain  had  practically  favored  her  Coin 
line  of  steamers  by  subjecting  letters  carried  by  the  Collins  Americ 
steamers  to  double  postage. 

t  Supra,  p.  93.    As  to  Wilmot,  see  House  debates,  Feb.  17,  1848. 
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prised, — a  protocol  which  neutralized  the  effect  of  amend- 
iDeots  oar  Senate  had  made  to  the  oiiginal  treaty.* 

The  strong  traits  of  Polk's  administration  have  already 
been  outlined,  t  It  was  certainly  an  administration  of  strong 
achievements ;  and  all  doubts  may  be  dismissed  conceiiiing 
the  efficiency  of  the  man  who  was  at  the  head  of  it.  Ban-> 
croft's  testimony  as  a  cabinet  officer  is  confirmed  by  that  of 
Bochanao,  who,  spontaneously  and  in  private,  held  Polk  up 
in  later  years  as  a  model  President  in  various  respects :  as 
one  who  maintained  influence  among  his  counsellors  by  his 
great  reticence,  his  disposition  to  keep  himself  uncommitted 
on  important  points  of  policy  until  the  lime  should  arrive, 
and  his  determination  not  to  have  the  chieftains  of  embittered 
factions  with  rival  ambitions  about  him,  but  to  keep  all 
working  steadily  for  the  glory  and  success  of  his  adminis- 
^tion.  He  ascribed  Polk's  success  in  public  measures, 
more  than  anything  else,  to  his  regard  for  the  vital  pnnci- 
ple  of  official  unity  in  action.  I  And  this  premier  has  recalled 
another  trait  in  Polk's  management  of  affairs  which  he  of 
all  advisers  was  the  proper  one  to  discern :  all  important 
qneBtions  with  foreign  nations  were  drawn  to  himself  as  far 
as  possible,  so  that  they  should  be  settled  at  our  capital  and 
under  his  immediate  supervision. §  Though  Mexico  was 
necessarily  an  exception  to  such  a  course  of  dealing,  it  was 
characteristic  of  a  negotiator  like  tliis  to  send  to  the  seat  of 

^  See  Special  Message,  Feb.  8,  1S49,  which  argues  that  if  the  executive 
^terpretation  of  what  the  Senate  intended  was  not  therein  correctly  ex- 
Pnned,  that  protocol  did  not  bind  the  United  States,  and  we  were  not 
j>«nned  by  it.  This  was  detestable  casuistry.  Had  Mexico  no  right  to 
iWBit  upon  good  faith  and  honorable  dealing  ?  Might  she  not  have  fairly 
insigted  that  we  were  debarred  from  disputing  so  solemn  an  act,  to  her  in- 

tVol.  iv.  p.  490. 

t"  However  various  in  views  we  might  have  been  and  often  were 
when  entering  the  cabinet  council,  after  mutual  consultation  and  free 
diseottion  we  never  failed  to  agree  at  last,  except  on  a  very  few  ques- 
^^  ftod  on  these  the  world  never  knew  we  had  differed."  2  Curtis's 
Jtnies  Buchanan,  72. 

§Ib.,c.3. 
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war  a  clerk  of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  a  treaty  akeady 
drafted  under  his  personal  direction  as  the  basis  of  a  settle- 
ment. Polk,  in  fine,  had  limitations  as  a  statesman,  and 
greater  ones  as  a  political  manager ;  but  experience  had  ghren 
him  confidence  in  affairs.  He  had  never  shirked  hard  wortL, 
and  in  his  own  way  he  faithfully  served  the  people.  He 
was  not  fastidious ;  he  was  not  thoughtful  of  the  rights  of 
other  peoples,  other  races,  other  political  parties,  than  his 
own.  He  saw  what  he  wanted,  and  he  toiled  with  unwearied 
zeal  to  fetch  it.  His  motto  for  Americans  and  white  men 
was  to  keep  what  they  had  and  catch  what  they  could ;  and 
upon  that  theory  of  public  achievement  he  brought  things 
to  pass.  Ideality  and  the  highest  sense  of  honor  were 
wanting  to  such  a  policy ;  and  while  our  people  accepted 
his  benefits  they  had  too  much  good  feeling  to  commend 
his  craft  or  reward  him  with  their  gratitude. 

The  heavy  burden  of  oflacial  cares  and  that  heavier  bur- 
den of  popular  obloquy  which  this  lesser  son  of  Tennessee 
sustained  in  silence  were  more  than  his  health  could  well  en- 
dure in  the  later  prime  of  a  life  which  had  been  loaded  down 
with  public  activities.  Polk  had  no  humorous  perception, 
no  elasticity  of  spirits.  His  wife,  an  exemplary  woman, 
was  too  devout  for  social  levities,  and  their  marriage  was 
childless.  That  old  and  sorrowful  look  which  many  former 
acquaintances  commented  upon  when  he  journeyed  North, 
was  visible  at  Adams's  funeral  and  on  the  few  other  occa- 
sions of  this  latest  winter  when  the  President  appeared  in 
public.  His  silvery  hair,  combed  to  the  back  of  his  head, 
gave  to  a  face  of  serious  demeanor  an  almost  venerable  look. 
After  the  inauguration  of  his  successor  on  the  5th  of  March, 
he  made  a  short  tour  southward  in  company  with  ex-Secre- 
tary Walker,  and  in  due  time  reached  Nashville  and  his 
home.  His  serious  illness  there  was  announced 
shortly  after,  and  next  his  death.  No  public 
obsequies  were  arranged  in  his  honor.  The  opposition  press, 
which  had  execrated  him  as  he  left  the  capital,  spoke  more 
gently  of  him  in  his  secluded  grave,— of  the  quiet,  unosten- 
tatious life  he  had  lived  ;  of  his  strictness  and  devoutness  as 
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a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church ;  of  his  freedom  from 
the  Soathem  vice  of  duelling,  and  from  dissipation  in  all  its 
forms ;  of  his  irreproachable  character  in  private^  and  finally, 
16  a  public  man,  of  his  long  and  distinguished  services  to 
the  country.     After  this  brief -spaced  decent  tribute  Polk's 
name  was  seldom  publicly  mentioned.     Over  the  fruits,  sweet 
and  bitter,  which  his  administration  had  cast  f^o  abundantly 
into  the  lap  of  the  people,  there  sprang  up  very  soon  sec- 
tional quarrel  and  contention,  but  the  gatherer  of  those  fruits 
was  very  soon  foi^otten.* 

Among  Whig  members  of  the  present  Congress  who  re- 
tired as  their  party  came  once  more  into  power  was  Abraham 
lincoln  of  Illinois.  His  State,  by  a  small  majority  had 
chosen  Cass  electors;  his  district,  too,  wen^«  Democratic, 
while  he,  for  some  reason  not  clearly  known,  hud  declined  to 
stand  again  as  a  candidate.  While  Gott,  with  his  resolution 
in  the  late  session,  made  hotter  the  flames  of  civil  strife, 
Unooln,  who  looked  to  accomplishing  freedom's  general  ends 
with  the  least  irritation  possible,  framed  a  bill  for  abolish- 
ing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  This  bill,  which  is 
said  to  have  elicited  the  approval  of  Whigs  at  such  opposite 
poles  as  Mayor  Seaton  of  Washington,  and  Giddings,  was 
moderate,  just,  and  considerate  ;  it  proposed  recompense  to 
owners  and  a  gentle  scheme  of  emancipation,  one  of  whose 
features  was  a  temporary  apprenticeship  of  the  negro.  But 
party  capital  and  not  practical  relief  was  the  I'ent  of  the 
present  House  on  that  particular  subject,  and  Lincoln's 
measare,  though  characteristic  of  bis  patient  and  honorable 
disposition  to  fit  accomplishment  to  the  times,  went  into 
the  usual  limbo  of  Congressional  projects.  Little  as  our 
self-made  statesman  was  fascinated  by  the  cheap  splendors  of 
salaried  life  at  the  capital,  he  yielded  to  temptation  far 
enough  to  join  the  throng  of  Whig  office-seekers  who  pressed 
about  the  White  House  after  Congress  adjourned,  to  take 
his  chances  in  the  lottery.     The  prize  he  sought  was  the 

*  Ez-President  Polk's  papers  were  methodically  preserved  aa  though 
for  a  later  vlodication,    S^  Final  Notes. 
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modest  one  of  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  a  pc 
for  which  Illinois  had  some  peculiar  claims,  but  tha 
gained  by  a  fellow- Whig  of  Illinois  who  pushed  for  it 
forcibly.  Lincoln  drew  something  better,  indeed,  t] 
blank,  for  the  administration  offered  to  appoint  him  g< 
or  of  Oregon.  But  the  post  had  no  attraction  for  one 
heart  was  at  home,  and  Lincoln,  fortunately  for  his  f i 
withdrew  to  private  pursuits,  leaving  his  aspirations  to 
stronger  with  his  peraonal  influence.  Though  modest 
teemed  as  a  public  man,  he  left  Washington  with  so  i 
able  an  impression  formed  in  a  single  term,  of  his  i 
judgment,  honest  sincerity  of  purpose,  friendliness  wit! 
of  every  kind  of  political  opinion,  and  his  unique  perso 
besides,  that  more  than  one  correspondent  of  the  great 
journals  expressed  a  warm  regret  for  his  departure.  * 

*  Newspapers;  Holland's  Lincoln,  c.  9;  33  Century  Magazim 
633, 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  ZACHARY  TAYLOR. 

period  of  thirty-first  congress. 

March  4,  1849— July  9,  1850. 

Thk  Deity  that  overrules  all  things  punishes  the  sin  of 
eoTetousness,  not  necessarily  by  withholding  or  depriving  of 
the  coveted  object,  but  by  planting  in  the  wrongful 
acqoisition  a  penalty.  The  men  or  the  people  who 
yield  to  inordinate  desires  are  permitted  to  be  further  corrupted 
by  gaining  what  they  strive  for.  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Cali- 
fornia, all  that  vast  sweep  of  territory  which  we  had  wrested 
from  Mexico  by  fraud  or  conquest,  was  ours  irrevocably, 
and  perhaps  forever.  We  peopled  that  glorious  area  with 
our  own  inhabitants;  we  gave  it  the  blessing  of  a  better 
civOization ;  under  our  influence  and  protection  the  wilder- 
ness blossomed.  Time,  in  fine,  has  welded  that  whole  an- 
nexation so  firmly  and  indissolubly  with  the  great  American 
Union,  that  the  earlier  misrule  of  Mexico  is  almost  forgotten. 
In  one  sense  it  was  better  for  society  that  the  acquisition 
was  made.  The  scorching  illustrations,  drawn  in  Corwin's 
famous  speech  from  Napoleon  and  modem  Europe,  have 
found  here  no  parallel ;  in  American  history  no  infatuated 
warrior  has  bent  the  Republic  to  his  personal  ambition ;  our 
boundaries  have  not  expanded  like  those  of  France  to  shrink 
back  once  more  to  their  original  limits.  Yet  divine  retribu- 
tion followed  as  quickly  as  that  speech  predicted,  and  the 
delusion  of  "manifest  destiny"  brought  its  appropriate 
punishment.  That  the  iniquitous  war  with  Mexico  drove 
from  public  confidence  the  politicians  and  the  political  set 
by  whom  it  was  provoked,  our  last  chapter  has  shown. 
Triumphant  success  to  our  arms  did  not  turn  the  torrent  of 
popular  odium  which  the  prosecution  of  such  a  war  excited* 
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That,  to  be  sare,  was  temporary,  and  while  the  first  sense  of 
guilty  wrong  lasted  after  the  secret  motives  of  the  war  had 
been  folly  revealed.  A  wider  retribution  followed,  as  the 
scroll  of  Diviue  requital  slowly  unrolled.  In  less  than  five 
years  North  and  South  were  nearly  in  civil  conflict  to  settle 
the  social  status  of  these  new  tenutories ;  in  five  years  more 
the  rivalry,  still  further  strengthened,  was  transferred  to 
other  territory  and  other  new  projects  for  slave  conquest; 
another  five  years  saw  civil  disruption  and  a  civil  war 
such  as  the  world  had  never  witnessed ;  and  before  twenty 
years  had  elapsed  slavery  and  slave  confederacy  had  melted 
alike  in  the  fervent  heat  of  a  strife  which  began  in  this 
unhallowed  attempt  to  wrest  the  domains  of  a  weaker 
republic  for  the  spread  and  perpetuation  of  slave  insti- 
tutions in  the  stronger.  Freedom  was  the  final  result  and 
the  only  one  consonant  with  eternal  justice ;  but  that  goal 
was  not  reached  without  terrible  cost  and  sacrifice  to  both 
North  and  South,  for  men  of  each  section  had  erred  exceed- 
ingly. 

But  truly  this  new  acquisition  was  a  noble  one,  could  we 
but  have  gained  honorably  that  rich  and  picturesque  domain. 
With  Texas,  California,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico,  that  broad 
zone  was  now  complete  which  girdled  the  continent  from 
ocean  to  ocean .  This  proud  and  independent  republic,  within 
sixty  years  of  that  compact  existence  which  began  with  the 
Mississippi  for  a  last  border,  had  crossed  that  broad  river 
and  stretched  its  empire  to  the  remote  and  undefined  peaks 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  chain,  and  at  length,  sweeping  be* 
yond  that  mountain  barrier,  stretched  in  its  last  and  fullest 
expansion  to  the  Pacific.  The  two  great  seas  of  the  world 
now  washed  the  one  and  the  other  shore ;  and  a  great  orator's 
imagery  *  recalled  the  artist's  last  finish  to  the  shield  of 
Achilles,  when  he  poured  round  the  waves  of  living  silver 
which  "  beat  the  buckler's  verge  and  bound  the  whole." 

Of  these  fair  domains  torn  roughly  from  the  embrace  of 

»  Webster's  Speech,  March  7, 1850. 
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Mexico,  California  was  the  fairest.     New  Mexico  seemed 
It  that  epoch,  arid,  sterile,  and  mountainous;   its   mines 
were  hidden,  its  soil  produced  little ;  its  uninteresting  pop- 
ulation occupied  cbielly  the  dull  trading- town  of  Santa  Fe. 
In  Utah's  Salt  Lake  valley  the  Mormon  exodus  found  its 
Cauaan  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  unbroken  solitude.     But 
California — the  *' L'piHjr  California"  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
federacy-'^with  its   soil  and   climate  of    rich  variety,   its 
spacious  harbors,  and   that  beautiful   stretch  of    scenery 
which  extended  from   the   SieiTa  range   to  the  seashore, 
offered  beyond  comparison  the  desirable  field  for  our  secular 
enterprise, — almost  a  waif  of  jurisdiction  when  transferred 
to  our  flag)  little  governed,  little  garrisoned ;  its  inhabitants 
Indians  for  the  most  part,  and  the  real  potentate  of  the 
region  one  Captain  Sutter,  a  large  landholder  of  Swiss  origin 
who  had  once  served  under  Bonaparte,*  and  whose  adobe 
fort,  near  the  present  site  of  Sacramento,  which  bore  his 
name,  was  the  radiating  centre  for  all  settlements  of  this 
great  valley.     California's  easy 'conquest  we  have  described 
already.f     There  was  nothing  thrilling,  nothing  romantic 
aboQt  it.     Commodore  Stockton  and  Colonel  Fremont  made 
the  anbjngation  complete,  each  taking  a  share  in  the  glory 
of  governing ;  and  then  came  General  Kearny  in  season  to 
claim  precedence  of  rank,  and  precipitate  a  trian- 
galar  qaarrel  of  no  great  interest  to  posterity. 
The  ambition  of  both  Stockton  and  Fremont  took  a  political 
direction.     Stockton  went  home,  and  chosen  to  represent 
New  Jersey  in  the  United  States  Senate,  he  resigned  from 
the  navy.     Fremont,  at  Kearny's  instance,  was  court-mar- 
tialled;   he  was  adjudged  guilty  of  disobedience  and  par- 
doned ;  but  guilty  or  innocent,  our  young  pathfinder  attracted 
the  common  sympathy,  and  in  his  impetuosity  seemed  to 
personify  all  tJiat  was  t.uly  picturesque  about  this  distant 
enterprise,  t 
Lumbering,    tillage   of   the    soil,   and   ownership   of    the 

•  Waddy  Thompson's  RecollcctioDM,  c.  25. 
t  See  vol.  It.  p.  536. 

I  See  ill  detail  17  H.  H.  Bancroft's  United  States,  cs.  11-17. 
VOL.  v.— y 
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spacious  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  had  been  th«  main 
jects  proposed  by  the  annexation  of  California  to  the  Un: 
States.  But  another  advantage,  which  threw  all  these  J 
the  shade,  was  revealed  at  almost  the  moment  of  its  for 
transfer.  It  was  a  land  of  treasure  trove.  Gold,  min 
wealth  of  inestimable  worth  lay  ready  to  tempt  cupidity 
rock,  in  crevices,  in  river  beds,  the  moment  these  possess] 
became  ours.  A  century  earlier,  so  runs  the  story,  Jes 
found  gold  in  tins  region  and  were  expelled  in  consequei 
]^Iinister  Thompson's  book  gave  gold  and  silver  a  pass 
mention,  while  describing  the  resources  of  Californi 
Mines  nearer  the  heart  of  Mexico,  which  had  been  la 
pledged  for  the  security  of  British  loans,  once  yielded  a  ha 
some  return,  but  forty  years  of  civil  disorder  left  them 
productive.  Indeed,  since  1810,  products  of  the  preci 
ore  in  both  hemispheres  had  fallen  off  greatly,  though 
yield  in  the  New  World  far  excelled  that  of  the  Old.  Hithe 
however,  bowels  of  gold  and  silver  had  belonged  to  the  b: 
lier  races ;  we,  like  our  hardy  English  progenitors, 
boasted  rather  of  our  coal  and  iron,  products  for  comi 
use.  The  gold  region  of  the  United  States,  as  hitherto 
fined,  lay  along  the  mountains  which  bordered  Virgil 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  and  science,  capital,  and  si 
wbile  slavery  infected  thiit  region,  had  all  been  wanting 
develop  or  so  much  as  locate  these  resources.  But  now 
republic  was  on  the  verge  of  a  discovery  which  would  im| 
a  new  influence  in  the  civilized  world,  and  give  new  val 
and  a  new  impulse  to  fintmce  and  the  industrial  activit 
Had  not  God  guided  us?  Was  not  the  Union  working 
some  sublime  mission  of  manifest  destiny?  Here  within 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  square  miles  of  our  Mexi 
conquest,  within  that  country  alone,  west  of  the  Sien 
which  was  drained  by  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaq 
rivers,  was  more  gold  probably  than  would  pay  the  cost 
our  late  war  a  hundred  times  over.  Such  was  the  confid 
leport  of  our  military  commandant  in  California,  dated 

*  Waddy  Thompson's  Recollections,  c.  25. 
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mreeks  after  peace  had  been  officially  proclaimed  at  Washing- 
ton; and  our  President,  submitting  that  report  to  Congress 
ill  its  ensuing  session  with  his  farewell  message,  found  a 
uew  jastification  of  the  policy  he  had  pursued  toward  Mex- 
ico.* 

That  splendid  and  startling  discovery  was  made  in  fact 
before  the  actual  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  Mexico,  and 
California's  dwellers  were  wild  with  excitement  at  the  time 
urben  distant  representatives  of  the  late  belligerents  ratified 
the  compact  of  transfer  wholly  ignorant  of  such  news.     Nor 
did  the  earth  first  open  her  secret  to  the  peering  eyes  of  our 
American   conquerors  who  occupied   the   country,   but  to 
Captain  Sutter,  the  Swiss  lord  of  the  Sacrameuto,  and  an 
American  mechanic  from  New  Jersey  in  his  employ,  named 
Marshall.     Some  miles  above  Sutter's  fort,  on  the  American 
fork  of  the  Sacramento,  a  saw-mill  was  in  course  of  erection 
for  taming  the  pine  forests  near  by  into  lumber.     Marshall, 
with  a  gang  of  workmen,  comprising  native  Indians  and  a  few 
white  Mormons,  was  engaged  upon  the  work.     While  widen- 
ing and  deepening  the  channel,  where  water  was  let  on  to 
ran  the  mill,  yellow  particles  were  brought  down  by  night, 
iningled  with  ^e  loose  mud  and  gravel,  which  Marshall  dis- 
covered as   he   sauntered   along  the  tail-race  the 
next  momiug.     Suspecting  the  truth,  which  wasj^^^gs. 
confirmed  by  another  night's  sluicing,  he  gathered 
Bome  of  the  glittering  grains  in  his  pouch,  and  rode  down  the 
stream  to  Captain  Sutter,  dismounting  at  the  fort  on  the 
tftemoon  of  the  28th.     Sutter  weighed  the  ore,  applied  such 
tests  of  science  as  he  could  command,  ransacked  his  little 
library  upon  the  subject,  and  pronounced  the  substance  gold. 
From  that  moment  the  news  of  the  disco veiy  spread,  and 
oen's  minds  were  turned  in  his  little  kingdom  from  saw-mills, 
floor-mills,   herds,   flocks,    and    all    that   humbler   property 
which  hitheito  had  absorbed  his  thoughts  and  theirs,  and  to 


*  PoUl's  meange,  Dec.  5, 1S48,  and  documents ;  Colonel  Mason's  report, 
E  Sx.  Doc.  1,  No.  37. 
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quote  Sutter's  own  expressive  phrase, — for  he  could  not  ride 
luck  firmly  at  a  break-neck  bpeed, — the  cui-se  of  the  dis- 
covery was  on  him.* 

Neither  Sutter  nor  Marshall  could  profit  by  nature's  con- 
fidence.    They  agreed   to  keep  the   secret  to  themselves; 
and  a  Mexican  grant  being  of  course  out  of  the 
'  question  by  that  time,  Sutter  procured  a  lease  of 
this  region  from  the  Indian  natives,  and  then  undertook  the 
more  diflacult  affair  of  procuring  title  from  the  United  States. 
Colonel  Mason,  the  American   commandant  at  Monterey, 
could  give  no  document ;  and  so  far  from  guarding  their  joint 
secret,  Sutter  and  his  unwary  contractor   managed  to  send 
the  news  far  and  wide,  which  tlieir  humble  workmen  on  the 
stream  had  wit  enough  to  ascertain  very  quickly.     Sutter's 
saw-mill  stood  unfinished,  as  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
laborers  pushed  by  for  more  congenial  work.     Within  four 
months  of  the  first  discovery  over  four  thousand 
AM^t.  persons  were  about  the  Sacramento,  working  as  if 
for  dear  life,  dwelling  in  coarse  canvas  tents  and 
huts,  and  coaxing  fortune  with  the  rudest  implements.     Some 
with  bowls,  pans,  and  willow  baskets  were  seen  washing  out 
the  gravel  and  separating  the  sliining  atoms  by  the  hand ; 
others  worked  with  the  pick  and   shovel;  while  some,  the 
luckiest  of  the  lot,  found  places  where  they  could  pick  gold 
out  of  crevices  in  the  mountain    rocks  with  their   butcher 
knives,  as  they  lay  upon  their  baekn,  in  pieces  which  weighed^ 
from  one  to  six  ounces.! 

Fleets  of  launches,  from  the  sloop  to  the  cockleshell,  lef"^ 
San  Francisco  in  early  ^lay  for  the  Sacramento  saw-miE^l 
region,  and  the  town  way  nearly  b tripped  of  its  mule  populcm.- 
tion  in  course  of  the  summer.  Soon  the  whole  country, 
from  San  Francisco  to  Los  Angeles,  and  from  the  seashox-^ 
to  the  ])ase  of  the  mountains,  ecluu'd  the  cry  of  *'  gold,  gold, 
j^old  :  "  The  house  wa.s  left  lialf-hullt,  tlie  liehl  half -planted; 
women   looked  after   the  shop.      Foreign   vessels   begau     "^ 


•  See  18  H.  H.  Bancroft's  United  States,  c.  2. 

t  Colonel  Mason's  report;  18  H.  H.  Bancroft,  cs.  3,  4. 


1848-49.  THE  ARGONAUTS  OF  1849.  133 

arrive ;  but  before  they  coald  unload,  their  crews  deserted 
for  the  **  diggings."  Mexicans,  scarcely  less  than  Ameri- 
cans, caught  the  gold  fever,  and  joined  in  the  headlong  rush 
for  riches.  And  quickly  as  sails  or  steam  could  bear  the 
tidings  to  different  points  of  the  compass,  adventurers 
hastened  from  China,  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  from 
Australia,  and  from  the  whole  Pacific  coast  between  Van- 
oooTer's  Tsland  and  Valparaiso.* 

It  was  not  until  Lieutenant  Loeser  reached  Wash-  _ 
ingtOQ  in  person,  bearing  Colonel  Mason's  official 
despatch,  that  denizens  of  our  Atlantic  slope  began  to 
realize  the  force  of  this  new  discovery.  A  small  tea-caddy, 
which  Loeser  brought  with  him,  full  of  the  yellow  stuff  in 
huDps  and  dust,  was  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  War  De- 
partment. To  see  was  to  believe,  and  to  believe  was  to  set 
the  news  flying  eagerly.  Mason's  report,  indorsed  by  the 
IVesident,  was  published  and  commented  upon  by  the  press 
of  two  continents.! 

The  new  year  witnessed  the  exodus  of  our  modem 
Argonauts.     A  stream  of  population,  swelled  be- 
yond all  precedent,  drained  the  drifting  elements  from  Eu- 
rope, to  mingle  in  a  current  whose  American  element  pre- 
dominated.    Never  again  was  such  delirium  known,  for  it 
fa  novelty  that  makes  the  blood  leap  wildly.     Those  lesser 
discoveries  of  gold  and  silver  which  followed  years  later  in 
British  Australia  and  through  our  own  Rocky  range  were 
tame  by  comparison.     These  seekers  of  the  golden  fleece  are 
enshrined  among  the  world's  heroes.     "  Ho  for  California!  " 
'•'as  the  rallying  cry  of  the  press  in  our  Atlantic  cities, — 
^ir  columns  teeming  with  advertisements  of  gold-sifters, 
tents,  picks,  preseiTcd  meats,  compasses,  mining  boots,  and 
«U  other  nee<lf ul   supplies ;    with    rifles    and   pistols  to  use 
s^ainst  one  enemy,  medicine  and  medical  books  against  an- 
other.     "  California  associations  "  wore  hunting  up  men  to 
charter  vessels  in  company  or  furnish  a  line  of  wagons. 

M8H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  4. 

f  18  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  7 ;  74  NUes ;  H.  Ex.  Doc.  1,  No.  37. 
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Two  modes  were  open  to  choice  for  making  the  difficu^ 
journey:  one  by  the  overland  route,  requiring  delay  uik_ 
spring;  the  other  by  water,  which,  though  tedious  to  W 
last  degree,  pleased  the  impatient  who  wished  to  get  in  n^ 
tion.  The  long  water  route  lay  round  Cape  Horn  ;  but  t 
short  cut  across  the  isthmus  looked  more  attractive  on  tmm 
map.  Sailing  vessels  for  oue  course  or  the  other  had  begai 
departing  from  Atlantic  ports ;  the  number  increasing  rapicM 
with  each  new  month,  until  old  hulks  were  rigged  up  a« 
sent  to  sea  as  long  as  they  could  float,  and  even  the  whales 
forsook  their  usual  prey  to  engage  in  this  '^  new  catcbtf 
The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  had  been  organize 
already  for  general  trade  with  our  distant  possessions.  HI 
first  steamer  sailed  from  New  York  in  the  previous  Oetobcs 
with  not  a  single  passenger  on  board  for  California;  b^ 
after  doubling  the  Horn,  turning  northward,  and  reachic 
Panama  in  the  following  January,  its  captain  found  fif te^ 
hundred  persons  frenzied  and  clamorous  to  come  on  boafl 
as  passengers,  of  whom  scarcely  one  thirtieth  part  couZ 
be  provided  with  state-rooms.  Steam  and  sailing  vesse 
dumped  at  the  isthmus,  for  many  mouths,  on  the  Caribbeai 
side  their  parties  of  adventurers,  who  worked  across  t 
Panama  as  best  tliey  might,  to  join  in  the  mad  rush  froB 
the  latter  port.  As  the  frantic  struggle  was  here  renewe- 
whenever  a  steamer  came  in  sight,  the  company  disposed  o 
all  tickets  by  lot,  and  allowed  none  without  them  to  com 
on  board.  Among  the  disappointed  hundreds  who  were  lef 
behind,  many  embarked  upon  the  slow  sailing-vessels  whicl 
improvised  a  transit,  rather  than  stay  idle  on  shore,  o 
rashly  perilled  their  lives  on  long  canoes  of  the  natives 
Meanwhile  the  swift  steamship,  for  its  three  weeks'  trip  t 
San  Francisco,  was  crowded  fore  and  aft ;  exercise  wa 
clogged ;  sleep  grew  fitful  and  feverish ;  men  rushed  an< 
wallowed  for  their  food,  each  table  being  twice  set;  whil 
for  successive  days  amidst  this  turmoil  of  monotony  th 
vessel  would  plough  its  way  through  a  tranquil  sea,  as  th^ 
sun  rose  and  sank  pillowed  in  a  gorgeous  sky.  Welcom« 
at  last  was  the  haven  of   San  Francisco,  as  it  came  intt 
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view  when    the    vessel    curved    the    bay  of   the   Golden 

But  the  journey  overland, — how  much  more  terrible  were 
its   hardships  than   those  even   of  the   long,  seven- months 
royage  by  sailing  vessel  round  the  Horn !     I'edium  is  the 
(^hief  torture  of  those  who  trust  their  lives  to  a  carrier.     By 
(Hsetn  travelled  those  indirect  gainers  by  discovery, — the 
speculator,  the  gambler,  and  all  that  buzzai-d  and  miscellane- 
008  horde  who  come  to  bring  capital  into  play  or  pander  to 
bmte  passions ;  many  to  be  useful,  many   to  make  others 
worse.     But  the  Argonauts  of  the  plains  were  the  sturdier 
set,— the  miners  or  the  farmers ;  and  having  little  to  pay  for 
passage-tickets,  these  contributed  their  capital   of  physical 
enduranoe.     They  made  of  Fremont's   reports  their  guide- 
book.   They  travelled  by  companies  together,  both  for  de- 
fence and   economy's  sake.     Wagons,  animals^  provisions, 
tljcy  purchased  by  co-operation  ;  and  even  the  penniless  had  a 
^sluince,  as  drivers  or  otherwise,  to  work  out  a  free  passage. 
Tbe  perils  of  those  crusaders  who  took  the  savage  hills   of 
*^«  Gila,  or   crossed  the  great  American  desert  to  Sonora, 
■^eed  not  be  dwelt  upon.     These  had  their  terrible   tales  to 
'^'^te.     But  for  the  northern  route  of  1849,  that  great  over- 
^^\  highway.  Independence,  or  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  was 
^«  chosen  rendezvous ;    and  on  this  frontier  of  eivilizatiun 
^ousands  assembled  from  the    eastward   in   early  spring, 
^th  wagon  trains,  waiting  until  the  grass  was  high  enough 
^ore  venturing  upon  the  broad  ocean  of  the  wilderness, 
ftom  May  to  early  June  comi)any  after  company  set  forth, 
^Ul  the  emigrant  trail  from  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the  Mis- 
*^  to  Fort  Laramie  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
^w  one  long  caravan  ;   and   the  light  of  camp-fires  shone  by 
**ight  like  some  unending   turnpike  of  illumination.     Tribes 
0^  Indians  fled,  instead  of  attacking,   as  the  strange  line, 
*bich  comprised   pack-mules    and  every  species  of  wagon, 
frc^  the  '*  prairie  schooner"  down  to  the  jaunty  pedler's 
^t,  halted  in  the  rich  green  meadows  to  enjoy  the  first  and 

*  18  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  8;  Bayard  Taylor's  £1  Dorado,  passim. 
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easiest  part  of  the  journey.  Cholera,  which  ascended  the 
Mississippi  about  the  time  they  depaited,  was  their  first  real 
scourge ;  and  four  thousand  or  more  perished  by  the  road- 
side from  this  disease  alone.  Beyond  Fort  Laramie  that 
pestilence  was  escaped,  and  then  came  the  more  immediate 
hardships  of  the  expedition.  Pasturage  grenf  scarce,  and 
the  pioneers  had  to  divide  into  separate  trails ;  subsisting 
themselves  often  on  nothing  more  appetizing  than  the  tough 
meat  of  their  mules  or  the  flesh  of  noxious  rattlesnakes. 
Up  and  down  stern  mountain-peaks,  slowly  through  the 
South  Pass,  the  toilsome  march  continued,  until  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Colorado  served  as  guide.  Rest,  grateful  as  on 
the  green  spots  among  Arabian  sands,  was  found  in  the 
Mormon  settleYnent  of  the  Salt  Lake.  Faithful  to  agricul- 
ture and  their  own  vows  of  isolation,  these  religious  enthusi- 
asts found  speedy  gain  from  traffic  with  the  Grentile  jour- 
neyers.  In  this  fertile  valley  some  emigrants  remained  the 
coming  winter,  dreading  to  go  on ;  but  they  who  pressed  on, 
strong-hearted,  had  their  worst  perils  yet  to  encounter. 
Through  sterile  wastes  and  rugged  mountain  chasms  in  the 
Great  Basin,  by  trails  hard  to  find  and  still  harder  to  explore, 
they  goaded  on  their  jaded  beasts  and  dragged  their  own 
weary  bodies;  they  wandered  like  sheep,  they  separated, 
they  went  astray.  But  in  August  the  advance  wagons  of 
this  first  pioneer  train  began  arriving,  and  by  the  close  of 
December  the  last  of  these  overland  companies  of  1849  had 
encamped  on  the  western  side  of  the  Sierra  Nevada ;  and 
the  great  interior  wilderness  relapsed  into  its  long  winter 
slumber.* 

The  point  of  destination  for  our  overland  caravan  was 
Sacramento, — a  town  located  at  the  fork  which  the 

1H49 

river  bearing  that  name  makes  with  the  Rio  Ameri- 
cana. Here,  dose  about  the  site  of  Sutter's  Fort,  a  settle- 
ment which  in  April  numbered  but  four  houses  held  in  Oc- 
tober a  population  of  nearly  ten  thousand.     Its  streets  were 

•Taylor's  Kl  Dorado;  18  IT.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  9. 
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laid  out  at  right  angles  and  lined  with  lonely  surviyors  of  the 
forest  trees,  which  gave  the  place  a  primeval  and  pictur- 
esque effect.  Values  of  real  estate  rose  rapidly  to  enormous 
figures.  A  hotel  fashioned  out  of  Sutter's  saw-mill  rented 
for  t30,000  a  year.  In  activity  and  enterprise  Sacramento 
oatstripped  much  older  towns,  and  vied  this  year  with  San 
Francisco,  though  inferior  by  far  in  permanent  advantages. 
Miners  from  the  neighboring  streams  plunged  about  its  poorly 
lighted  streets  by  night  to  partake  of  the  coarse  dissipations 
to  which  drudgers  in  the  camp  are  prone  to  surrender  them- 
selves,— their  boots  reaching  to  their  knees,  their  hats 
slouched  in  token  that  social  restraints  and  all  the  proprieties 
of  life  had  been  left  behind.  Gambling  and  drinking  booths, 
with  strains  of  discordant  music,  solicited  such  rough  patron- 
age from  behind  the  crimson  curtains;  and  Sacramento 
boasted,  furthermore,  the  first  Uieatre  and  the  first  "  female 
star"  that  ever  catered  to  a  California  audience.  A  woman 
or  a  babe  in  this  r^on  of  nkisculine  adults  was  a  rare  and 
rapturous  delight ;  for  men  washed,  cooked,  and  mended  for 
titemselves  as  in  frontier  barracks. 

Tents,  were  pitched  along  the  valley,  near  Sacramento. 
The  first  rude  mining  in  these  gulches,  with  crowbar,  pick, 
and  knife,  could  not  yield  many  harvests.     Science  repaired 
▼aste  with  economy.     The  refuse  earth  held  fine  particles, 
which  had  to  be  extracted  by  a  process  of  dry  washing,  in 
which  the  lank  and  skinny  Sonorians,  who  at  last  were  driven 
offi  proved  expert.     The  very  first  year  of  our  strange  pur- 
suit of  wealth  saw  quicksilver  applied  to  the  black  sand  which 
diggers  in  their  early  recklessness  had  thrown  aside.     Then 
dredgers  followed,  and  sluices,  and  in  course  of  time  quartz- 
cmshing  machines,  of  \\hieh  hundreils  were  invented  and 
patented  by  Americniis,  all  purposing  to  clear  the  precious 
prodnet  as  frugally  as  possible.     But  miners  themselves  bad 
much  faith  in  luck.     In   the  dry  diggings   and  among  deep 
beds  which  toilei-s  had  left  in  despair,  others  who   followed 
would  take  out  thousands  of  dollars'  worth.     Often  did  a 
single  blow  of  the  pickaxe  disclose  a  yellow  treasure ;  and 
the  overjoyed  discoverer,  selling  out  his  hole  for  a  handsome 
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sum,  would  perhaps  squander  all  his  gains  in  gambling 
drink  and  then  take  up  his  tools  to  try  fortune  anew,  i 
all  the  wild  riot  of  mining  life  and  mixed  races,  the  Ai 
American  was  uppermost,  with  respect  for  property,  and  i 
midst  of  wild  and  summary  punishment,  such  as  whipping 
pulsion,  or  hanging  to  the  next  tree,  a  general  sen  time 
sui>port  of  social  justice.  Intruders  all,  in  one  sense, 
a  wilderness  which  the  United  States  as  owner  param 
had  taken  no  steps  to  dispose  of  or  parcel  out  by  strict 
the  claims  of  each  miner  were  by  common  consent  very  f 
respected.  Partners  might  mark  out  a  race,  turn  the  ri 
current  to  get  at  the  bed,  and  acquire  an  exclusive  rig] 
long  as  their  enterprise  lasted.  The  hole  of  a  solitary  di 
in  the  dry  ravine  remained  unmolested  during  his  ab£4 
so  long  as  he  left  his  shovel,  pick,  and  crowbar,  to  sho^ 
intent  to  return.  Nor  could  it  be  said  that  these  cam] 
competition  for  the  nuggets  made  men  cold-blooded 
avaricious ;  for,  on  the  contrary,  though  liable  to  crin 
moments  of  hot  passion,  they  were  usually  rollicking,  li 
and  full  of  good  humor,  while  tiirown  together  in  this  ui 
ventional  fellowship,  exposed  to  sickness  and  vieissil 
Bret  Harte  has  touched  off  the  almost  conjugal  tendei 
which  "pards"  felt  for  one  another,  and  stories  of  si 
and  sympathy  among  these  miners  might  be  multip 
There  was  of  course  a  darker  side  to  the  picture.* 

Of  this   new  country  of  the  golden  fleece,    not,  like 
of  ancient   story,   to   be   visited    and    then    forsaken, 
Francisco  was   destined   for   permanent    lead    as    the 
seaport  and   emporium  of   trade.     That  first   depopuh 
of  its  male  inhabitants,  who  rushed   to  the   mines   in    1 
was  but  temporary.     Gold  brought  wealth   enough  to 
metropolis  without  the   need  of   digging  for  it.     The 
influx  of  adventurers  from  distant  shores  by  the  first  ol 
Pacific  Mail  steamships  which  entered  this  harbor  in  Fc 
ary  ushered  in  the  era  of  San   Francisco's  civic  great 
Sail  after  sail  whitened  the  sky  through  the  months  w 

•  See  Taylor's  El  Dorado,  pcw.<im ;  18  H.  H.  Bancroft. 
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followed,  until  by  the  middle  of  November,  the  bay  of  the 
golden  gate  presented  a  thick  forest  of  masts.     Of  some 
forty  thousand  voyagers  who  thus  entered  our  EI  Dorado 
country,  most  were  detained  here  in  arranging  to  go  inland, 
a.nd  many  remained  altogether.     From  a  humdrum  town  of 
^^ro  thousand   in  February  of  1849,  its  number  increased 
threefold  in  August,  and  aided  by  the  return  current  which 
set  in  before  winter  from  the  mines,  it  closed  the  year  1849 
^rith  a  population  of  twenty  thousand.     And   this   sudden 
leasts  of  prosperity  was  only  a  beginning.     Changes  more 
marvellous  have  taken  place  in  a  later  era  when  rapid  com- 
munications are  pushed  on  by  the  iron  ligaments  of  rail  and 
^rire ;  but  this  was  marvel  enough  for  the  age,  and  unprece- 
clented  for  so  remote  and  isolated  a  country.     Some  of  the 
phases  and  transitions  in  this  bewildeiing  society,  which 
reckoned  its  old  residents  as  of  six  months'  standing,  were 
looted  by  that  excellent  traveller,  Bayard  Taylor,  who  came 
Either  to  see  and  describe.     In  early  summer  cheap  buildings 
of  canvas,  plank,  and  adobe,  mingled  together  in  strange 
^^onfusion.     Half-finished  sheds  were  covered  with  all  kinds 
^^t  signs,  expressed  in  a  Babel  of  languages.     Merchandise 
^^  piled  up  in  the  open  air  for  want  of  stores  to  hold  it. 
-^Tie  streets  were  full  of  a  bizarre  set  of  people  running  to 
^^d  fro,  as  strange  and  diversified  as  the  signs  and  shops, — 
^^ankee  Americans  of  all  varieties,  native  Califomians,  So- 
^^  ^ans,  Chilians,  Hawaiians,  Chinese  with  their  almond  eyes 
^^  ^d  long  braids,  Malays  armed  with  sharp  weapons,  and 
^^  Ibers  of  the  human  species  in  whose  long  beards  and  sun- 
^^^^mt  faces  it  would  be  hard  to  discern  any  nationality  under 
^^^e  sun.     Here,  in  fact,  existed  tiie  prototype  of  London's 
?^  ^nt  exposition  of  all  nations.     On  a  long  one-story  adobe 
^^"^ilding  used  as  a  custom-house,    the   American   flag  was 
^^^ng.     All  the  old  modes  of  business  and  money  standards' 
^^  «re  pushed  aside.     Men  freshly  landed  plunged  into  spec- 
^^iation,  from  town  lots  and  lumber  down  to  the  latest  New 
,^^ork  newspapers  which  were  rumpled  in  one's  portmanteau, 
^^oufles  imported  from  Canton  were  put  up  by  Chinese  con- 
^'"sctors,  while  merchants  of  that  same  race  of  minute  ingenu- 
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ity  gathered  up  soiled  linen  and  shipped  it  across  the  ] 
to  be  washed  and  purified.  Wages  and  rents,  the  pri 
all  services,  all  commodities,  were  enormous.  Bu 
upon  the  most  extravagant  figuring  was  quickly  co 
mated ;  there  was  no  time  to  chaffer ;  for  if  one  wou 
close  the  transaction  another  stood  ready.  After  six 
of  absence  at  the  mines .  the  traveller  returned  to  fii 
tents  and  canvas  houses  moving  rapidly  to  the  rear, 
large  and  handsome  edifices,  hotels,  market-houses,  ai 
like,  occupied  their  former  sites.  Montgomery  Street 
its  ample  three-story  buildings  for  half  a  mile,  aires 
minded  a  New  Yorker  of  his  Wall  Street.  Later  still, 
autumn,  might  be  traced  out  an  actual  and  expansi\ 
tropolis  with  street  after  street  of  solid  and  handsome 
occupied  by  enterprising  merchants,  all  betokening  a  j 
nent  commercial  prosperity.  No  longer  limited  to  the 
declivities  and  the  curve  of  its  beautiful  bay,  San  Fra 
now  stretched  to  the  topmost  heights,  and  followed  the 
around,  point  after  point.  But,  as  in  Sacramento,  t 
sorts  for  eating,  drinking,  and  gambling  were  still 
prominent,  and  the  great  want  of  the  town  w^as  still  a  i 
society  of  both  sexes,  such  as  flourished  at  Montere 
Los  Angeles,  old  and  sedate  towns  by  comparison.* 

Such  was  the  phenomenon,    pregnant  with  great 

quences  to  America  and  mankind,  which   g 

a  new  Whig   administration    at   the   outset 

career.      First   and    more    immediately,    the   result  \^ 

people   our  Pacific  slope  at  once  with  a  hardy  race, 

under  ordinary  conditions  might  not  have  assembled 

in  that  same  generation, — with  inhabitants  who  were 

men,  free  laborers,  and  lovers  of  free  institutions.     S 

-took  little  part  in  so  eager  a  struggle  for  wealth  ;  and  wl 

from  the  South  chose  to  join  this  distant  settlement  left 

and  human  chattels  behind ;  for  they  knew  better  tl 

trust  the  incumbrance  of  such  property  to  the  legal  g 

•  Bayard  Taylor's  El  Dorado;  18  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  10. 
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of  Calhoan's  latest  syllogism.  A  new  republic  sprang  quickly 
into  being  as  though  from  the  ocean's  foam.  California, 
noblest  of  all  our  newly  acquired  possessions,  was  to  all  in- 
tents a  State,  ready  for  co-equal  admission,  and,  beyond  all 
natioaal  power  of  pollution,  a  free  State. 

This  practical  consequence  followed  inevitably  from  na- 
ture's own  operations,  and  with  scarcely  the  Jiftiug  of  a 
finger  by  our  government  to  help  or  hinder.     Congress,  in 
its  expiring  wrangle,  had  formulated  nothing.     It  had  left 
the  new  Executive  to  confront  the  strange  situation  alone ; 
Aod'that,  too,  with  distance  and  the  want  of  swift  com- 
munication to  add  to  his  difficulties.     But  honest  Zachary 
'^Ajlor  was  not  the  man  to  shrink  from  personal  responsi- 
bilities.     He   felt  tliat  California  would  be  a  full-grown 
^tate  before  the  new  Congress,  meeting  the  next  December, 
p^d  set  her  off  as  a  territory.     Taylor  loved  his  country 
^tensely,  and  though  a  slaveholder,  had  no  wish  to  see 
slavery  extended.     Prudence,  not  less  than  a  sense  of  jus- 
^^,  demanded  that  he  should  guide  the  organization  of  this 
^^w  community  into  loyal  channels,  and  use  the  military 
^^'^er  which  he  still  possessed,  not  in  a  vain  effort  to  over- 
^'•^e  or  obstruct,  but  so  as  to  bring  this  Pacific  people  into 
^^^iasoluble  alliance  with  the  Union  under  the  stars  and 
^^pes. 

In  pursuance  of  that  idea,  the  new  President  speedily  ap- 

l^inted  Thomas  Butler  King,  of  Georgia,  a  special  agent 

^*ider   confidential   instructions.     In   co-operation 

^•^th  our  military  and  naval  authorities  in  California 

*^^  was  to  encourage  the  new  inhabitants  to  frame  a  popular 

government  and  apply  to  Congress  when  it  next  convened, 

^^i"  admission  as  a  State.*     California,  under  President  Tay- 

lor*8  predecessor,  had  been  governed  by  army  officers  while 

wngress  kept  on  the  verge  of  erecting  it  into  a  territory. 

There  was  Colonel  Mtison, — he  who  had  officially  announced 

the  gold  discovery, — superseded  in  February  of  this  year  by 

^e  who  arrived  of  higher  rank,  General  Persifer  F.  Smith. 

*  See  President's  message,  January  21, 1S60,  and  Ex.  Docs. 
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On  the  12th  of  April  Greneral  Bennett  Riley  reached  California, 
bearing  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  administer  civil 
affairs. 

In  pursuit  of  the  new  instructions  from  Washington  which 
King   brought  with   him,  General   Riley    by   proclamation 
recommended  a  general  election  of  delegates  on  the 
A^iwt.   ^^*  ^^  August,  to   attend  a  popular  convention; 
and  Grenerals  Smith  and  Riley  made  a  tour  with 
King  through  the  mining  districts  to  interest  the  inhabitants. 
In  San  Francisco  and  its  neighborhood,  an  element  which 
inclined  to  set  all  United  States  authority  at  defiance  was 
brought  into  harmony  with  the  main  design.     The  chief 
difficulty,  lay,  however,  in  keeping  up  the  lively  attention 
of   men  whose   minds  were  immersed  in  rnking  fortunes. 
The  Ist  of  September  was  the  date  and  Monterey  the  place 
for  the  meeting  of  a  convention,  which  in  all  respects  did 
honor  to  our  common  countiy.     Among  the  del- 
^Jj°^'~egates,  by  no  means  incongruous,  were  men  of  na- 
tive stock,  besides  the  Swiss  Sutter,  whose  zenith 
was  passing;    and  Americans  besides,  such  as  the  soldier 
Henry  AV.  Ilalleck,*  William  M.  Gwin,  afterwards  a  senator, 
and  John  McDougal.f     Three  days  elapsed  before  the  con- 
vention orgiinized,  with  Dr.  Robert  Semple  for  Pi-esident, 
and  all  present  took  the  oath  of   allegiance  to  the  United 
States. 

Some  six  weeks  sufficed  in  this  sober  town  to  frame  a 
State  constitution.  The  bill  of  rights,  the  first  subject 
before  the  convention,  caused  but  little  discussion,  and 
section  by  section  was  almost  unanimously  adopted.  As 
for  the  clause  prohibiting  slavery — the  crucial  test  l)efore 
God  and  mankind — it  passed  without  a  dissenting  vote ; 
no  delegate  of  Southern  birth  caring  to  record  his  negative 
against  the  obvious  will  of   the   majority.     At  first  it  was 

•  He  was  Riley's  Secretary  of  State. 

t  Native  delegates,  some  of  whom  had  to  speak  through  an  interpreter, 
were  apprehensive  of  change,  and  felt  the  burden  of  permanent  residence 
among  this  debris  of  new  inhabitants ;  yet  they  yielded  sensibly  to  the 
ruling  influence. 
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tbooght  well  to  exclude  free  colored  persons  from  becoming 
inhabitants,  but  even  that  ungenerous  provision  was  on 
secoad  thought  rejected,  at  the  same  time  that  race  distinc- 
tioDB  were  made  in  the  right  of  suffrage.  The  constitution, 
as  a  whole,  was  republican,  both  in  form  and  principle, 
modelled  upon  that  of  older  States,  and  embodying  many  of 
the  ktest  reforms.  Contention  arose  chiefly  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary.  Some  would  have  stretched  the  lines 
to  New  Mexico  and  grasped  a  great  wilderness  for  freedom, 
as  Texas  was  purposing  to  do  for  slavery  ;  but  more  moder- 
ate views  prevailed.  Practising  self-restraint,  the  convention 
confined  the  new  State  to  its  natural  boundaries,— the  moun- 
tain chain  line,  the  sea,  with  the  whole  intermediate  and  fer- 
tile breadth  from  Oregon  to  Mexico.  A  yellow  sandstone 
edifice— perhaps  the  only  one  on  that  whole  Pacific  slope  fit 
for  80  august  a  body — was  the  theatre  of  these  deliberations. 
The  new  constitution  was  signed  on  the  13th  of  October, 
and  California's  convention  dispersed,  saluted  by  the  stars 
and  stripes.  Thirty-one  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort ;  the 
Iiatgun  in  honor  of  the  new  State  heartily  hoped  for.* 

The  people  of  Califoraia  voted  on  the  adoption  of  this 
oonstitation  on  the  Idth  of  November.     The  day  was  stormy 
and  the  vote  was  light,  but  by  more  than  twelve 
to  one  the  instrument  was  adopted.     At  this  time 
the  population  numbered  according  to  safe  estimates  about 
107,000,  of  whom  more  than  two- thirds   were  American. 
Minerva  was  the  chosen  emblem  of  a  State  which  came  into 
existence  full  grown.     General  Riley  proclaimed  the  consti- 
tation  of  California  ordained  and  established ;  and  the  new 
l^islature  meeting  in  the  middle  of  December,  and  _ 
a  governor,  Peter  H.  Burnett,  being  presently  in- 
stalled by  choice  of  the  people,  he  laid  down  his  civil  func- 
tions, and  in  the  following  year  returned  from  Monterey  to 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  honored  and  regretted  by  those  he 
left  behind.     He,  like  the  other  military  oflftcers  who  had 
followed  the  fij^t  conquerers  of  Californiii,  avoided  the  errors 

•  18  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  12;  Taylor's  £1  Dorado,  c.  15. 
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of  political  ambition  and  sought  only  the  good  of  those  h* 
so  signally  served.* 

The  Saints  at  Utah  had  not,  in  the  meantime,  disregarded 
the  Importance  of  protecting  their  own  domain.  Th* 
overland  journey  of  this  year  drew  notice  to  that  singula 
theocracy,  whose  Salt  Li^e  settlement  was  perforce  a  rest 
ing-place  for  our  pioneers.  As  yet  the  worst  evils  wlucl 
Mormonism  was  developing  were  covered  over,  and  man; 
who  pitied  the  enthusiasts  for  their  credulity  admired  th 
fervor  which  those  of  its  creed  combined  with  thrifty  indue 
try.  The  tendency  of  this  American  age  was  secular ;  it 
worship  was  of  material  comforts.  Former  collisions  of  th* 
Mormon  hierarchy  with  the  systems  of  our  frontier  inhabit 
ants  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  attracted  less  of  national  notic 
than  these  toilsome  religious  joumeyings  to  a  new  cafSon  be 
yond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  t  What  a  contrast  was  presenter 
in  the  two  colonizing  enterprises  of  California  and  Utah,— 
both  full  of  adventurous  hardship ;  the  one  enterprise  sec 
ular  and  worldly  beyond  all  others  of  modern  times ;  th< 
other,  though  secular  in  its  assimilation  of  the  gross  forcei 
which  secure  worldly  prosperity,  yet  furnishing  the  only  ex 
ample  in  this  century  of  the  rise  of  a  new  religion,  and  of  i 
tiistinctly  religious  people  separating  themselves  from  society 
to  found  a  commonwealth.  *'  The  land  of  gold  "  and  th< 
*' land  of  saints"  were  separated  in  interests  by  natura 
barriers  more  formidable  than  the  treasure  range  of  thi 
Sierras. 

On  ground  consecrated  to  the  Lord  with  imposing  cere 
mony,  the  Mormons  had,  by  1848,  laid  out  their  New  Je 
rusalem  with  broad  and  spacious  streets.     And  there,  at  Sal 

Lake  City,  a  convention  .assembled  in  March,  1849 
Marcii     ^  organize  a  civil  government,  known  as  the  ''  Stat< 

of  Dcseret."  \     The  compact  of  government  con 
formed   in  most  respeots  to  American  custom;    but  whih 

*  18  II.  H.  Bancroft,  v.  12;  Taylor's  El  Dorado,  c.  15. 
t  See  vol.  iv.  p.  546. 

X  "  Deseret,"  a  word  taken  from  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Bignlfies  a  "  honej 
bee." 
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mtcfain^ay  was  set  up  for  dealing  with  Gentile  residents  and 
trtTeUers,  the  Mormon  inhabitants  were  themselves  to  be 
g<v?eroed  by  the  Head  of  their  Church.*     Whether  this 
iQovement  looked  to  independence  of  tlie  United  States  or 
not,  the  people  now  constituted  a  theocracy  for  themselves 
And  gave  control  to  their  spintual  rulers.     Brigham  Young, 
^Ue  Head  of  the  Church,  they  next  chose  for  temporal  gov- 
ernor, and  sent  a  delegate  to  Washington  in  season  to  present 
^eir  claim  for  admission  to  the  coming  Congress,  with  wide 
^xubncing  State  limits,  f     The  sincerity  of  this  whole  pro- 
^^^dure,  in  the  sense  of  permanent  loyalty,  may  be  doubted ; 
^t'  seemed,  rather,  a  bold  strike  for  Federal  tolerance  of  their 
^^ih  to  govern  themselves  after  their  religious  forms,  and  be  let 
^-lone.    Not  only  had  the  new  administration  no  opportunity 
^«^give  impulse  to  the  movement,  but  it  autedated  by  many 
^*^<mths  the  course  California  pursued  under  direct  inspira- 
tion from  Washington.     Perhaps,  after  all,  the  policy  pur- 
^Oed  by  our  Whig  Executive  did  no  more  than  to  shape  out 
"^^liat  the  Pacific  pioneers  were  ready  to  shape  out  resolutely 
^c*  themselves, — ^like  the  medicine  with  which  a  physician 
l^elps  on  spontaneous  nature's  cure. 

In  New  Mexico  President  Taylor  stirred  up  the  elements 
of  self-government,  as  he  had  done  in  California.     Similar 
iiiBtnictions  were  sent  through  militaiy  cliannels;   and  the 
sparser  population  of  that  old  Mexican  province  were  en- 
coaraged  to  form  a  State  government  as  quickly  as  practi- 
cable and  apply  to  Congi*ess  for  ad  mission .    Emigration  hither 
^ts  not  yet  great,  and  such  proceedings  were  perhaps  pre- 
loature.     But  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe-Hidalgo  provided  for 
the  future  admission  of  these  inhabitants  as  States ;  and 
•pecial  reasons  spurred  Taylor  to  the  present  policy.    Texas, 
bytkis  time  inveterate  in  voting  other  jurisdictions  into  its 
own  confines,  set  up  pretensions  to  a  large  portion  of  New 
Mexico's  most  populous  district  east  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
She  claimed  that  this  district  liad  belonged  to  her  before  she 
entered  the  American  Union.     Orders  of  the  War  Depart- 

*  See  6  Harper's  Magazine^  610 ;  21  H.  H.  Bancroft,  c.  17. 
tib. 
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ment  while  Polk  was  President  instructed  our  commandant 
at  Santa  Fe  to  respect  that  claim.  But  the  Whig  Preaidtet 
changed  these  orders,  and  directed  that,  while  avoiding  col- 
lision, our  commandant  should  not  commit  himself  upon 
the  merits  of  that  claim,  ])ut  leave  Congress  to  decide.* 
Should  the  people  of  New  Mexico  form  a  State,  the  federal 
courts  might  determine  their  true  boundary  with  respect  to 
Texas. 

Here,  and  with  California,  as  Taylor  afterwards  explained 
himself,  he  did  not  interfere,  nor  exercise  any  influence  to 
control  elections  or  convention,  but  left  the  people  to  erect 
and  submit  to  Congress  institutions  framed  after  their  own 
preference.t 

Zachary  Taylor  had  been  inaugurated  on  Monday,  Mardi 
5th,  soon  after  the  meridian  hour,  on  the  customary  east 

„     ,     poiiico  of   the  capitol,  and  with   the  •  customary 
March.    ^  .  tt-    •  i     jj  v    .  * 

ceremonies.     His  inaugural  address  was  brief,  com- 
pact, non-committal  as  to  policy,  but  ^^xpressive  of  noble 
and  patriotic  intentions.     His  cabinet,  all  promptly  confirmed 
by  the  Senate,  comprised  John  M.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  as 
Secretary  of  State ;   William  M.  Meredith,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;   George  W.  Crawford,  of  Geor- 
gia, Secretary  of  War ;  William  B.  Preston,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Secretaiy  of  the  Navy ;  Thomas  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior ;  Jacob  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  Postmaster- 
General  ;    and    Reverdy  Johnson,  of   Maryland,  Attorney- 
General.     Ewing,  worthiest  perhaps  of  the  wliole  list,  was- 
the  first  incumbent  of  the  new  department,  bom  in  the  death-- 
throes  of  the  late  Congress.     On  tlie  whole,  it  was  a  respect- 
able cabinet  rather  than  a  strong  one  in  the  political  sense, . 
though  strong  men  were  in  it. 

The  hero  of  Buena  Vista  was  seen  for  the  first  time  by* 
most  of  our  great  civilians  when  he  reached  Washington  tm 
few  days  before  his  inauguration.     A  man  of  plain  manneree 

and   appearance   he  now   showed   himself,  but   neither  iiK 

^ 

•  Secretary  Crawford's  despatch  of  March  26,  1849. 
t  President's  Message,  Jan.  21,  1850. 
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numnen  iiot  physiognomy  so  ''rough"  as  the  pictorial  art 
of  «  political  contest  had  described  him,  nor  less  ''  ready  " 
for  exchanging  civilities  than  he  had  been  for  marshalling 
the  Una  of  battle.  The  impression  he  made  upon  every  one 
WIS  that  of  honest  and  genuine  devotion  to  his  country, 
ainoerity  of  heart,  fearlessness  of  purpose ;  and  in  all  the 
sectional  contentions  which  soon  succeeded,  friends  and 
enemies  recognized  this.*  He  had,  too,  to  confirm  the 
public  confidence  in  him,  what  many  civilians  of  prouder 
intellect  were  less  ready  to  pass  to  his  credit, — strong 
sagacity  and  a  facility  to  grasp,  through  all  films  of  con- 
troversy, the  essential  thing  to  be  achieved.  Not  incisive 
in  speech  like  Jackson,  this  old  soldier  was  found  frank  and 
afable, — one  who  bore  himself  with  modest  sincerity  in  his 
new  and  strange  position,  who  was  sensible  and  practical, 
Dot  disposed  to  conceal  liis  strong  feelings  over  grievances 
he  had  borne  from  others,  yet  in  his  general  mood  and 
beiring  benignant. 

Taylor  had  been  congratulated  by  his  great  rival,  Henry 
C^'lay,  on  their  first  casual  meeting  after  the  election,  with 
•11  that  captivating  grace  in  which  the  latter  excelled  every 
^ne.  Webster,  that  other  Whig  rival,  was  among  the  first 
^f  new  acquaintances,  when  Taylor  reacheil  Washington,  to 
pay  the  civility  of  a  personal  call.  Our  new  President  felt 
l^onored  and  gratified  by  these  tokens  of  reconciliation  after 
^e  indifference  of  the  one  in  the  late  canvass,  and  the  insult 
^f  the  other.  .  He  appointed  a  son  of  Clay*s  to  a  foreign 
Post,  and  made  one  of  his  younger  kinsmen  a  cadet  at  West 
^oint.  A  lucrative  office  he  afterwards  bestowed  upon 
Webster's  only  son,  though  aft(»r  more  delay  and  hesitation, 
^wt  neither  of  these  statesmen  came  into  the  inner  circle  of 
Taylor's  confidence,  because  perhaps  their  moods  were  re- 
P«llant,  or  because  he  had  his  own  feelings  and  disposition 
to  consult  Old  and  untried  in  such  a  position,  Taylor  felt 
^^  need  of  advice ;  but  he  liked  best,  as  Washington  had 
^one,  to  lean  upon  young  and  sympathetic  men.     He  wanted 

*  See  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  35;  Seward  MSS.  February,  1S19. 
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not  patronage  nor  condescension,  nor  to  administer  as  agent 
of  contemporaries  who  had  scorned  him.  He  had  grown 
gray  in  the  national  service,  as  tliey  had ;  and  in  his  own 
sphere,  which  was  a  responsible  one,  had  exercised  authorily. 
Hence  he  turned  naturally,  as  the  weeks  went  on,  to  New 
York's  young  Senator,  who  had  supported  him  heartily, 
and  whose  promise  was  above  all  others  in  the  younger  ranks 
of  the  party.  Seward,  like  Webster,  met  the  brave  chieftain 
at  Washington  now  for  the  first  time ;  and  his  first  inter- 
course showed  him  that  he  was  too  late  to  advise  upon  the 
list  of  the  new  cabinet, — that  Fillmore,  the  Vice-President, 
who  was  somewhat  of  a  jealous  rival,  had  forestalled  him 
on  that  earliest  of  all  administrative  concerns,  appointments' 
and  the  award  of  the  patronage.  A  gentle  truce  soon  knit 
Whig  factions  of  the  Empire  State  into  harmony  upon  the 
coarser  issue  of  official  spoils ;  *  and  aided  by  his  good  tem- 
per on  this  point,  Seward  came  gently  into  pre-eminence  on 
that  wider  range  of  influence  worthy  of  a  lofty  and  creative 
intellect.  He  became  chief  adviser  of  the  administration 
policy, — the  Hamilton,  one  might  almost  have  said,  of  this 
new  warrior  President  on  whom  the  people  depended,  only 
that  Seward's  counsel  and  influence  kept  his  own  figure  in 
the  shade,  and  shunned  to  the  utmost  the  dangerous  repute 
of  machinator  behind  the  throne. 

Crittenden,  now  translated  to  Kentucky,  had  l>cen  the 
personal  friend  on  whom  Taylor  most  relied  in  making  up 
his  list  of  counsellors.  Abbott  Lawrence,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  ''  cotton  Whig,"  would  have  been  upon  that  list;  but  he 
declined,  and  declining  was  sent  as  minister  to  England. 
William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  was  selected  for  France. 
Letcher,  Clay's  intimate  of  old,  Clay  wished  to  see  in  the 
cabinet ;  but  Letcher's  lesser  prize  was  the  mission  to  Mexico, 
where  he  pined  homesick  in  that  *•  bell-ringing"  capital. 
Webster  had  waited  in  his  pride  for  the  premiership  to  be 
tendered  to  him ;  and  when  it  was  not  so  tendered,  he  felt 
irritated    and    mortified.     The    first   summer's  development 

•  Reward  MSS.  1849;  1  Thurlow  Weed's  Life,  c.  61. 
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foond  him  wrathful  and  antagonistic ;  and  as  one  who  knew 
bim  well  has  said,  Webster's  ^'  antagonism  was  tremen- 
dou&"  *  Clay  himself — far  more  complacent,  because  he  had 
laid  aside  the  weight  of  worldly  ambition — wrote  more  than 
ooce  that,  while  the  President  and  most  of  the  cabinet  had 
treated  him  kindly,  yet  his  relations  with  this  administra- 
tion were  more  friendly  than  confidential,  f  Neither  one  of 
these  great  men  could  forbear,  in  his  private  correspond- 
ence, to  prove  by  casting  up  the  figures  of  1848,  how  he, 
instead  of  Taylor,  might  have  been  President,  had  friends 
in  the  Whig  convention  been  true  to  him.{  Seward's  breed- 
ing, and  the  reputation  he  brought  with  him  as  a  Whig 
gOTemor,  made  his  entrance  into  national  life  an  easy  transi- 
tion. Not  feverish  over  abstractions,  but  cool,  adroit,  and 
ever  bent  upon  making  the  best  of  circumstances,  he  was 
safest  among  anti-slavery  guides  for  the  times,  because  he 
kept  to  the  safe  limit  of  tiie  Constitution  and  the  laws. 
Bat  within  those  limits  he  was  strenuous  and  uncompromis- 
ing. The  old  warrior  and  the  young  statesman  took  a  lik- 
ing to  one  another  the  moment  they  met,  and  in  a  few 
months  they  were  strong  friends.  Each  had  the  cour- 
age of  convictions,  that  in  which  Northern  statesmen  of 
the  day  were  chiefly  wanting.  Each  liked  a  simple  policy 
and  a  humane  one.§  What  chiefly  interested  Seward  was  to 
lead  the  President  to  the  ground  of  restriction  in  tlie  terri- 
tories. His  wish  had  been  that  the  Whig  party  should 
preoccupy  the  ground  which  Northern  Free-Soilers  wero 
BtriTiDg  to  obtain,  and  lead  in  a  moral  crusade ;  ||  to  oppose 
the  slave  power  in  its  new  push  for  an  enlarged  boundary, 
Md  by  circumscribing  the  evil  as  tlie  Constitution  permitted, 
to  cause  national  responsibility  to  cease  for  its  existence.     To 

•Robert  C.  Winthrop's  Memorial  Address,  Nov.  26,  1876.  See  Peter 
Hirvey'g  Reminiscences,  178,  describing  how  Webster  opened  his  pent- 
«P  feelb^  to  iiim  on  a  summer's  ride  of  this  year. 

t  Clay's  Private  Corrispondence,  184ft-«). 

f  Cf.  patudm  2  Cartis's  Webster,  c.  30 ;  1  Coleman's  Crittenden ;  Clay's 
Private  Correspondence. 

I  Thuriow  Weed's  Life,  c.  61 ;  Seward  MSS. 

I  Weed  was  of  this  opinion  strongly.    See  2  Weed,  230. 
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accomplish  this  conceroed  him  more  greatly  than  pe 
patronage ;  and  he  declined  being  placed  on  any  impc 
Senate  committee  lest  he  might  appear  speaking  by  autii< 
Clayton,  Ewing,  and  Collamer  were  Seward's  friends  ii 
cabinet;  and  Seward  was  concerned  in  the  plan  whic 
President  adopted  of  inviting  California  and  New  Mezi 
organize  State  governments  and  apply  for  admission. 

There  were  signs  and  portents  in  these  days  i 
augurs  of  the  old  Roman  world  would  have  coll 
Zachary  Taylor  took  the  oath  of  office  unc 
gloomy  sky,  while  a  raw  wind  blew  from  the  east  and  i 
niittent  snowflakes  were  falling.  Bloody  war,  with  '. 
gary's  vain  struggle  for  independence,  agitated  ea 
Europe.  Riot  and  incendiary  fire  attended  Tory  outbi 
over  the  Canadian  line,  in  the  course  of  which  the  buil< 
of  a  provincial  parliament  were  burned.  Late  in  the  sp 
within  our  national  borders  a  great  crevasse  and  river 
made  much  distress  about  New  Orleans  city  and  the  1 
Mississippi ;  and  soon  afterwards  from  that  same  un^ 
soiue  region  stalked  forth  the  black  plague  of  cliole 
ravage  the  Union  far  and  wide  in  course  of  the  summer 
reap  its  victims  in  all  directions  so  remorselessly  that  i 
of  national  fast  and  prayer  was  proclaimed  to  avert  so 
ble  a  scourge. 

But  startling  beyond  all  other  portents  was  that  pi< 
band  moving  westward  through  the  Rocky  wilderness, 
whose  flank  hovered  that  same  cholera  pestilence,  brea 
its  rotten  breath,  but  powerless  to  pursue  far;   and 
ocean  Argonauts,  besides,  whose  faces  were  set  to  the 
remote  land  of  the  golden  fleece.     The  North  did  not  ; 
watch    this   portent.     Southerners,  less  identified  witl 
movement,  slaveliolders  of  the  Gulf,  observed  it  with  u 
guised  dread  and  dismay.     And  when  presently  it  wa 
vealed  that  a  new  free  State  was  forming  which  would  < 
the  best  breadth  of  that  whole  Pacific  slope,  conquered 
of  all  by  Southern  arms  in  the  interest  of  Southern  es 
siou,  Southern  men  realized  that  nature  had  turned  the  t 
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apon  them, — that  the  fruits  of  oar  Mexican  conquest  were 
lipening  for  those  who  opposed  rather  than  for  those  who 
incited  it.  To  free  California,  what  was  slavery's  sure  coun- 
terpoise? The  old  equilibrium  of  sections  was  destroyed; 
freedom  overbalanced  the  scales  of  national  influence ;  and 
at  no  distant  day  the  system  which  they  had  pressed  to  ex- 
tend would  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  numerical  majority  whose 
inner  wish  was  to  eradicate  it.  True,  tliere  remained  the 
bolwark  of  the  Constitution  to  resist  encroachments  upon 
the  institution  in  States  where  it  already  existed.  But  to 
remain  local  and  sectional,  and  not  to  propogatc  and  justify 
their  own  peculiar  heritage,  against  the  world's  philanthropy, 
wag  the  very  root  of  bitterness  to  this  haughty  and  high- 
atmng  race  of  proprietors,  who  hardly  believed  that  freedom, 
once  gaining  the  upper  hand,  would  respect  the  restraints  of 
the  Constitution.  *'For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country ,"  writes  a  Southern  governor  impetuously,  *'  the 
^orth  is  dominant  in  the  federal  government."  * 

It  was  startling  to  see  Southern  Whigs  of  thje  Gulf  States 
join  in  that  jealous  hue  and  cry, — men  like  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  who  but  a  few  weeks  since  had  resisted  Calhoun's 
artfol  efforts  to  unite  all  the  slaveholders  of  Congress  in  a 
^Id  noenace  of  disunion  ;  or  like  Toombs,  who  had  confessed 
confidentially  that  California  could  never  be  a  slave  country, 
and  that  in  organizing  the  territories  Southerners  had  only 
the  point  of  honor  to  serve. f  Such  men  feared,  perhaps, 
that  the  home  sentiment  would  ebb  away  from  them  if  they 
pleaded  still  for  loyalty.  The  opposition  made  great  gains 
h)  Georgia  this  year ;  Tennessee,  too,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
LoniBiana, — almost  all  the  staple-raising  States, — voted  dis- 
unionists  into  favor  not  less  than  the  Democracy ;  Whigs 
wid  friends  of  the  Union  in  that  region  were  almost  silenced. 
Even  in  border  Kentucky,  a  convention  which  had  been 
chosen  with  some  thouglit  of  putting  emancipation  into  the 
*^w  State  constitution,  refrained  from  so  glorious  a  reform, 


*2ClaibGnie's  Life  of  John  A.  Quitman,  36. 
1 1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  335. 
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and  kept  firm  to  slavery.  But  Southern  Whig  leaders  were 
themselves  more  likely  carried  into  the  current  by  their  own 
excitable  feelings ;  for  incorporated  with  their  whole  system 
of  property  and  stability  were  these  institutions  they  lived 
under.  Slavery  united  the  masters  naturally  in  a  common 
cause ;  and  to  be  bred  a  master  in  those  days  was  to  be 
brought  up  under  pampering  influences.  The  honor  of  a 
gentleman  had  but  one  code, — to  maintain  one's  point,  not 
to  discuss  its  righteousness.  Slavery  was  a  training-school 
of  rebellious  temper,  of  impatience  to  force  extremities. 

The  Union  will  soon  dissolve  (thus  argued  the  Southern 
Whig)  ;  we  have  ultimately  to  submit  or  fight ;  the  anti-slav- 
ery feeling  and  the  feeling  of  di8mem]^ermeut  may  be  abated, 
but  it  will  return  with  increased  forco.  ''It  is  the  idea  of 
the  age,  the  monomania  of  the  century  in  which  we  live."  ♦ 
Aud  slaveholders  who,  like  Stephens,  saw  in  political  dissolu- 
tion a  resistless  fate,  apprehended  that  when  the  congres- 
sional majority  in  House  and  Senate  was  once  footed  up 
against  the  South,  the  North  would  harass,  annoy,  and  op- 
press. * 

It  was  a  Calhoun  hypothesis  that  the  Nortli  was  aggres- 
sive, aiming  at  slavery's  ultimate  extinction,  subservient  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Garrison  abolitionists.  Calhoun  had  pealed  that 
alarm  so  long  aud  so  incessantly  that  the  South  was  waking 
to  the  feverisii  fear  tiiat  all  this  must  be  true.  It  was  not 
true.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  work  of  time  upon 
this  slave  problem  under  different  and  unforeseen  conditions, 
the  consecutive  order  of  events  justified  no  such  forebod- 
ings. Violent  agitators,  themselves  disheartened  at  the 
little  headway  their  cause  was  making  in  the  free  States, 
had  resolved  themselves  into  disunionist^  and  fire-eaters  as 
inveterate  as  any  of  the  South.  The  mass  of  Northern 
people,  peace-loving,  attached  to  the  Union  and  its  broaden- 
ing prosperity,  were  sensitively  disposed  to  observe  the  re- 
straints of  the  Constitution,  and  especially  the  negative  ones. 
It  galled  them,  to  be  sure,  to  have  to  engage  in  slave-catch- 

*  Johnston's  A.  11.  Stephens,  c.  24. 
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ing  and  sendiiig  back  colored  men  from  their  own  soil.  They 
grefr  stronger  every  year  in  the  belief  that  slavery  was  of  it- 
self a  great  moral  evil,  and  a  degradation  to  the  American 
name.  They  prospered  and  attained  to  numerical  supenority 
without  taking  pains  to  ask  the  cause  or  consequences,  and 
thought  less  of  using  power  than  of  washing  their  hands  of 
responsibility  for  a  wrong  they  were  bound  to  permit  It 
was  slavery's  aggression,  slavery's  war,  slavery's  ambitious 
stretch  for  new  domains,  beginning  with  Texas,  which  in- 
flamed their  honest  resistance.  To  check  the  spread  of 
slavery  into  free  territory  was  the  whole  basis  of  their  politi- 
cal opposition  to  the  system,  though  irritation  must  neces- 
sarily have  arisen  on  lesser  points.  Nor  would  Northern 
voters  have  combined  even  in  that  opposition,  were  it  not 
for  the  well-founded  conviction  that  such  resistance,  such 
legal  prohibition  of  slavery  in  new  territories,  was  vested  by 
the  Constitution  in  Congress.  Jefferson  had  made  the  first 
piecedent  in  that  direction.  Madison  and  others  of  our 
early  fathers  upheld  the  right,  and  so  too  had  Calhoun  in 
^e  better  days  of  his  national  ambition.*  But  Calhoun 
▼as  now  perversely  bent  upon  destruction.  Misrepresenting 
^  free  section  as  all  the  while  the  aggressor,  and  warning 
M«  feUow-slaveholders  that  they  would  soon  be  forced  to 
choose  between  abolition  and  secession,  he  set  himself  to 
tweaking  cord  after  cord  which  bound  the  slave  States  to  the 
(j^oion,  so  as  to  bring  in  the  latter  alternative  by  way  of  antic- 
ipation. Controversy  broke  out  between  him  and  Henton ; 
the  latter  denouncing  the  late  address  by  Southern  members 
^  the  Union  as  treasonable.  Though  death  stole  over  him, 
hw  last  unyielding  efforts  were  given  to  uniting  a  strong  sec- 
tional party  of  slaveholders  and  bringing  the  South  into 
invention.  "  If  you  should  ask  me,"  said  he,  on  one  oc- 
casion, *'  the  word  which  I  would  wish  engraven  on  my 
tombstone,  it  is  nulUficafio)!,'*  But  his  speculative  lieat  had 
forged  a  word  still  more  portentous  for  his  monument,  aud 
^t  word  was  secession,^ 

•Seeyol.  iU.  p.  168. 

t  Jenkin's  Life  of  Calhoun,  passim.    See  Final  Notes. 
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There  were  younger  and   brilliant  sons  of  the  Soutlh  ^^^-^ 

disciples  of  this  dyiug  statesman,  who  vied  to  wear  his  ^^'i 

mantle.     Two  of  them  were  identified  with  the  State  of  "^oo 

Mississippi,  military  iu  their  mien,  gallant,  but  domineering.  -^S 

Both  were   State-rights   Democrats,   whose  creed   was   to  <^^ 

propagate  slave  principles,  leaving  the  permanence  of  the  ^mj< 

Union  to  take  its  own  chances.     They  were  Jefferson  Davis,  «  ^* 

whom  we  have  seen  in  the  Senate,  and  John  A.  Quitman.  «•  ^^ 

Less  prudent  than  his  associate,  who  was  heedful  of  obstades,  «  ^ 

Quitman  was  intense,  far-reaching  as  through  a  telescope,  c^ 

radical  and   positive  iu  ideas  and  impatient  of  restraints.  «  ^ 

He  had  labored  for  Cass  in  the  late  campaign,  since  which  ^^ 

the  Democrats  had  spontaneously  nominated  him  for  gov-  "^^ 

ernor  of  the  State  and   elected  him  by  a  large  majority.  -"^ 

His  inaugural  address  for  the  new  year  was  full  of  the  re-  "^ 

bcllious  and  proselyting  spirit  which  was  stirriug  the  South  **• 

like  a  breath  from  Lucifer.     "  The  Union  consists  ^^ 
Jamu^  of  equal   co-ordinate   sovereignties,"   he  argued; 
'^and  to  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery,  en- 
twined in  our  political  system  and  inseparable  from  it,  with- 
out destruction  to  our  social  fabric,  is  attiibutable  as  mnch 

as  to  any  other  single  cause  the  rapid  advance  of  our  country  '^'^ 
in  its  career  of  prosperity,  greatness,  and  wealth.     We  do 
not  regard  it  as  an  evil ;  we  have  a  right  to  it  above  and 
under  the  Constitution  of   the  United   States;    we    cannot 

give  up  that  right;  we  will  not  yield  to  it."  *     Would,  for  "* 

consistency's  sake,  that  this  eloquent  and  impassioned  orator  "* 

had  been  born,  like  Davis,  on  a  plantation;  but  Quitman  ^ 

was  of  New  York  origin,  reared  tiirough  his  youth  upon  free  ^ 

soil.     Slaveholders  by  adoption  were  always  most  zealous  in  ^ 
the  faith,  for  they  felt  that  their  light  must  be  shown. 

Men  who  contend  for  tiie  right  of  robbing  inferior  beings  ^ 
of  their  freedom  will   not  scruple  to  appropriate,  if  the}* 

can,  the  domains  of  a  weaker  government.     Quitman  had  ^ 

left  the  service  angry  because  President  Polk  would  not  '^ 
close  the  Mexican  conquest  by  incorporating  that  whole  re- 


— J 
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public  bodily  with  the  United  States.  His  thoughts  turned 
next  and  constantly  to  Cuba ;  dreaming,  like  others  of  this 
school,  of  Southern  empire,  of  a  Soutliern  Confederacy 
hereafter.  But  the  correspondents  of  slavery  expansion 
sought  an  earlier  counterpoise  to  California.  Tbeir  plan 
had  already  developed.  Texas,  under  her  terms  of  admis- 
sion, was  already  licensed  by  Congress  to  erect  new  slave 
States  out  of  her  jurisdiction.  Texas,  then,  was  to  extend 
her  grasp  over  the  whole  acquisition  of  New  Mexico  east  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  claim  a  national  cession  as  her  own,  and 
cover  all  for  slavery.  Quitman  and  some  other  Southern 
governors  were  pledged  to  sustain  such  a  plan.  And  as  the 
Union  had  fought  for  the  sake  of  extending  the  boundaries 
of  tbis  rapacious  State  in  one  direction,  so  civil  war  was 
plotting  against  the  Union  in  return,  tliat  those  boundaries 
might  advance  in  another. 

This  political  turbulence  of  parties  was  felt  when  Con- 
gress gathered  on  the  3d  of  December.  Sectional  feeling 
^as  on  the  increase,  Southern  Whigs  insolent,  ^^^ 
N'orthem  Whigs  indisposed  to  yield  the  advan-  Decem- 
^ges  of  good  fortune.  As  the  tide  of  elections  ^  ' 
^^^  been  running  somewhat  adverse  to  the  administration, 
^e  House  was  very  closely  divided,  and  between  the  radicals, 
^ho  were  splitting  off  on  one  side  or  the  other,  the  Whigs 
^oh%  control  of  it.  Both  Whigs  and  Democrats  held  their 
caocus,  and  the  former  had  scarcely  opened  when  Toombs 
ottered  a  resolution  pledging  opposition  to  alj  legislation  on 
^he  subject  of  slavery  whether  in  the  temtories  or  the  Dis- 
Mct  of  Columbia.  This  proposal  was  laid  aside,  and  he- 
^^uee  the  caucus  would  not  agree  to  it,  eight  Southern 
^^presentativcs,  led  by  Toombs  and  Stephens,  left  in  anger. 
Robert  C.  Winthrop  was  renominated  for  Speaker,  a  man 
Upright  and  true,  but  of  patrician  manners,  and  (as  he  said 
^t  himself)  incapacitated,  by  his  spirit  of  moderation,  for 
giving  satisfaction  to  ultniists  anywhere  and  on  any  sub- 
l^ct*     When  the  House  met  to  organize,  Howell  Cobb,  of 

•  1  Wiuthrop'8  Speeches,  634. 
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Georgia,  the  nominee  of  the  Democrats,  led  by  seven  vote 
on  the  first  ballot, — Free  Boilers  and  the  Toombs  seceder 
scattering  their  votes  among  other  candidates.  The  ballot 
ing  went  on  from  day  to  day,  no  one  gaining  a  majority/ 

and  on  the  thirty-sixth  ballot  Winthrop  declined  t 
^^™"  nin  longer.     A  coalition  of  Democrats  and  Fre 

Boilers  brought  William  J.  Brown,  on  the  fortiet 
ballot,  within  two  votes  of  an  election,  when  it  was  showi 
that  he  had  bargained  off  his  committees  and  Southern  mei 
dropped  him.  Once  more  the  contest  closed  between  Cob 
and  Winthrop ;  the  Senate  adjourning  meantime  from  da 
to  day,  transacting  executive  business  but  not  that  of  legisla 
tion.  Nearly  three  weeks  of  the  session  were  thus  wasted 
when  the  House  agreed  finally  to  amend  the  rules  for  one 

so  that  a  plurality  should  elect.      Upon  this  ub 
^^22?    derstanding  a  sixty-third  ballot  was  taken ;  Cob 

had  102  votes,  Winthrop  100 ;  there  were  twent 
scattering  votes,  and  Cobb  was  declared  Speaker.  Oppc 
nents  regarded  this  rising  son  of  Georgia  as  the  fairest  an< 
best  man  on  the  pro-slavery  side.* 

There  was  just  time  left,  before  the  Christmas  holidays 
for  Congress  to  receive  the  President's  message,  dated  twent 

days  earlier.     It  was   brief,  scarcely  half  the  avei 
b€r^^     age  length   of  his  predecessor's  prosy  documents 

a  frank  and  faithful  exposition  of  the  nations 
situation,  replete  with  facts,  but  sparing  in  comment;  mod 
est — and,  possibly,  too  much  so — in  what  it  recommended. 
What  the  President  had  to  say  of  California  and  the  nei 
territories  was  most  pertinent  and  of  course  absorbed  atten 
tioiT.  He  favored  most  heartily  the  admission  of  Californi 
as  a  State  at  once  with  its  anti-slavery  constitution.  As  th 
people  of  New  Mexico  were  taking  steps  likewise  to  frame  ! 
constitution  after  their  own  choice,  he  advised  that  we  shouL 
await  their  action,  and  abstain  from  introducing  those  sec 
tional  topics  which  had  produced  such  fearful  apprehensions 


•  Congressional  Globe ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 
t  Congressional  Globe ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 


1»49.  THE  PRESIDENT'S  PLAN.  167 

ThiB  was  the  President's  ground,  and  in  a  special  message, 
a  feif  weeks  later,  he  stated  it  more  explicitly.*  However 
its  details  might  have  varied  or  deserved  variation,  the  cardi- 
Dal  idea  was  to  keep  tbe  admission  of  California  distinctly  in 
the  front  as  the  present  and  pressing  object  of  legislation, 
and  remit  all  other  issues  involving  angry  recrimination  be- 
tween freedom  and  slavery  to  the  background. 

Taylor's  plan  was  simple,  sagacious,  and  eminently  mode- 
rate.    It  was  just  and  practical,  and  suited  better  than  any 
other  the  general  temper  of  the  country.     It  avoided   fdl 
Congressional  extension,  for  the  present,  of  the  Wilmot  Pro- 
viso,— the  point  upon  which  the  whole   South  at  this  time 
had  become  very  sensitive.     Northern  men,  surely,  needed 
not  to  hazard  the  Union  on  a  punctilio  of  expression  when 
thej  had  its  substance.     But  for  that  very  reason  the  plan 
was  less  acceptable  to  Southern  members,  many  of  whom, 
not  satisfied  with  a  literal  concession  of  this  kind,  saw  that 
its  probable  substitution  was  a  Wilmot  Proviso  grafted  into 
new  State  constitutious  by  the  will  of  the  settlers.     Webster 
lanced  the  diflBculty,  though   much  too  severely,  when  he 
Ukened  the  plan  later  to  poor  King  Lear's  proposal  to  shoe 
bis  horses  with  felt  and  steal  behind  his  adversaries.     This 
▼as  no  madman's   freak,  impossible   of   execution.      The 
South  had  been  wrought  up  to  a  frenzied  pitch  where  the 
assertion  by  Congress   of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  would  have 
been  resented  like  a  blow  in  the  face ;  but  the  vital  prin- 
<^ple  of  that  Proviso  was  not  to  be  abandoned,  and  it  was 
practical  statesmanship  to  adhere  to  tliat  principle  but  avoid 
ftU  needless  and  irritating  assertion.      This  was  the  pith  of 
^  President's  plan,  and  as  a  Southerner  he  understood  the 
temper  of  his  fellow-citizens.     They  were  not  reasoning; 
tl^ejr  were  angry  over  their  wounded  honor.     *'My  South- 
^JTi  blood  and  feelings  are  up,"  wrote  one  of  them  who  had 
Joeant  no  treason,  "  andl  feel  as  if  I  am  prepared  to  fight 
at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity."  f 


*  Meange,  January  21, 1890. 
t  A.  H.  Stephens's  Life,  23?. 
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The  House  wrangled  along  in  the  blind  and  adcaptandun 
way  common  to  popular  assemblies  where  no  master  mine 
directs;  and  mischievous  propositions,  meant  for  politica 
effect,  shared  the  time  with  personal  vituperation.  Thi 
spell  of  the  ^^ old  man  eloquent"  was  missing.  Moderate! 
could  not  soothe  the  strife  of  tongues,  nor  radicals  carr^ 
their  point.  All  inspiration,  for  the  time  at  least,  was  fron 
that  other  body  beyond  the  rotunda.  Upon  the  Senate  cham- 
ber, then,  that  segment  of  narrow  space  crammed  with  im- 
mortal intellect,  was  fixed  the  gaze  of  the  representatives, 
and  the  attention,  besides,  of  the  whole  country.  Never 
so  long  as  that  room  was  occupied  for  legislation,  boastec 
it  greater  talents  aud  eloquence ;  its  chief  deficiency  was  ii 
depth  of  conviction.  Fillmore,  the  Vice-President,  occupiec 
the  chair  with  au  amiable  dignity, -^a  man  of  intelligent  as 
pect,  blue-eyed,  with  hair  thick  and  slightly  silvered 
Shaggy  Sam  Houston  of  Texas  was  here,  with  coat  of  queei 
cut,  and,  like  Bell  and  Benton,  a  Senator  of  the  old  South 
eni  school  who  loved  the  Union  better  than  any  State.  And 
besides  illustrious  men  who  sat  here  before  Taylor's  tern 
commenced,  were  two  remarkable  accessions,  Salmon  P 
Chase  of  Ohio,  and  Seward  of  whom  we  have  spoken.  Thes< 
two,  almost  alone  in  Congress  in  those  times,  spoke  with  th< 
full  forecast  of  coming  years  upon  the  slavery  problem,— 
ably  and  courageousl}- ,  too,  and  •  without  the  customar} 
taunts.  Seward,  the  right-hand  man  of  this  administration, 
was  a  progressive  Whig,  while  Chase,  who  had  little  faitl 
in  either  the  courage  or  the  progressiveness  of  that  party, 
wished  more  hopelessly  to  array  the  Democrats  againsi 
slavery's  expansion,  so  as  to  cleanse  the  nation's  bands  oi 
guilt.  Chase  was  professedly  Free  Soil,  Democratic  b\ 
antecedents,  and  chosen  by  a  coalition  of  elements  in  th( 
Ohio  legislature  over  the  Whig  Ewfng,  now  of  the  cabinet.* 

Here,  too,  in  the  chamber  of  oratory,  was  seen  for  the 
last  time,    after   the  lapse  of  many  years,    that   immorta 

•  See  Filial  Note«. 
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triumyirate,  imperial  in  peace,  ''  sometimes  in  opposition, 
sometimes  in  conjunction,  almost  always  in  rivalry,*'  whose 
inflaence  on  public  affairs  while  they  lived  was  greater  than 
tliat  of  any  other  tiiree  men  of  their  times,  and   who,  not- 
withstanding, failed  each  in  attaining  the  public  honor  he 
had  deepest  at  heart.     For  Henry  Clay,  who  had  once  taken 
his  final  leave  of  this  body,  was  persuaded  by  the  Kentucky 
legislature  to  return.     His  health  was  feeble;  he  sat  wrapped 
in  his  cloak,  coughing  huskily  at  intervals,  a  conscious  in- 
valid.    Calhoun,  even  nearer  to  death's  door,  was  an  irr^u- 
lar  attendant,  and«  unlike  his  Kentucky  adversary,  whose 
last  wish  was  to  unite  all  patriotic  hearts,  wore  his  inexor- 
atde  look;  sometimes  a  sardonic  smile  crept  over  his  fea- 
tures, but  his  usual  expression  was  stern  and  rigid.     Webster, 
personifying  in  face  and  figure  all  that  was  iutellectually  ma- 
jestic and  godlike,  brooded  long  and  profoundly, — alone  of 
the  three  clinging  still  to  life  and  its  more  selfiHJi  ambitions. 
Clay  had  come  to  the  capital  intending  to  remain  ^^  a  calm 
^nd  quiet  looker-on,"  as  his   private  letters   expressed  it. 
But  all  this   ill-blood  and   angry  menace,  in  the  midst  of 
which  00   many  fellow-members  of  the  South  appealed  to 
him  for  guidance,  stirred   the  old    cloud-compelling  spirit 
^thin  him  to  allay  the  storm  and  harmonize.     A  pacificator 
in  all  great  national  emergencies.  Clay  was  nerved  to  strenu- 
ous action  by  the  vastness  of  the  difficulty  now  presented. 
For  the   Executive,  though  of  his  own  party,  he  seems  to 
We  felt  an  amiable  contempt ;  and  in  any  strait  of  danger 
it  was  his  habitual  preference  to  invent  a  plan  of  escape  sooner 
than  follow   the   plan    of   other   men.     Accordingly,    with 
patriotic  ends  in  view,  but,  as  posterity  must  believe,  most 
wifortunately  for  his  country's  good,  he  led  in  a  Whig  diver- 
sion from  a  Whig  President's  policy.     Not  helping  to  con- 
OKitrate  l^islative  action  upon  the  admission  of  California, 
—which,  after  all,  was  the  only  immediate  concern  in  this 
agitation, — he  conceived  the  idea  of  tacking  all  the  other 
tenitories,  all  the  other  moral  troubles  between  North  and 
South,  to  the  tail  of  that  same  solitary  issue.     He  proposed, 
^  alast  legacy  to  his  countrymen,  a  grand  compromise  scheme 
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for  adjusting  the  moral  differences  between  slavery  and 
freedom,  as  he  hoped  forever.  This  plan  he  showed  by  night 
to  Webster,  with  whom  his  relations  had  long  been  cool  and 
constrained ;  and  upon  Webster's  grave  deliberation  whethei 
to  support  that  plan  or  not  hung  mighty  consequences.* 
It  was  on  the  21st  of  January  tiiat  the  President's  plan 
1850.  ^^^  ^u%  stated  in  an  executive  message.  Oi 
January,  the  29th  of  the  same  month  Clay  proposed  in  the 
Senate  his  own  comprehensive  scheme  of  adjustment.  Call* 
fornia*s  admission,  he  contended,  would  disturb  the  equi- 
librium between  free  and  slave  States,  and  give  to  the  Nortl 
the  most  substantial  benefits  of  the  Mexican  war.  To  meel 
this  as  well  as  other  mutual  grievances  of  the  sections,  thesf 
specific  objects  should  be  assented  to:  (1)  The  speed] 
admission  of  California,  with  her  free-State  constitution 
(2)  Territorial  governments  in  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  with 
out  any  express  restrictiou  upon  slaveiy.  (3  and  4)  Th< 
establishment  of  a  boundary  line  between  Texas  and  Ne^ 
Mexico  which  should  yield  slightly  to  the  demands  of  th( 
former,  at  the  same  time  paying  her  a  money  indemnity  fo 
the  extinction  of  her  claims  to  the  rest.  (5)  No  abolitioi 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  assent  o 
Maryland.  (6)  Slave-trade  i>rohibition  in  that  district,  a 
a  concession  to  Northern  sentiment.  (7)  A  more  effeetiv 
fugitive-slave  law,  in  the  interest  of  the  South.  (8)  Denia 
to  Congress  of  all  power  to  interfere  with  the  slave-trad' 
as  between  slaveholding  States.  Such  were  the  features  o 
Clay's  plan  of  compromise  as  embodied  in  his  original  reso 
lutions.  And  except  for  its  trivial  exclusion  of  the  hamme 
and  auction-block  from  under  the  eyes  of  Congress,  all  it 
concessions  favored  the  South;  while  the  practical  con 
sequence  of  such  a  scheme  was  to  obstruct  free  California'; 
admission,  as  Clay  confessed  with  candor,  by  loading  th» 
other  territories  on  her  ])ack  and  making  her  the  scapegoa 
for  national  sins  of  which  she  was  entirely  innocent.  Then 
was,  however,  one  fcatine  in   the  scheme  which,  had    Claj 

•  See  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  36. 
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'presented  it  by  itself,  might  without  opposing  the  wishes  of 
%he  administration  have  passed  on  its  independent  merits ; 
^vrhich  was  to  buy  out  the  Texan  claims  upon  New  Mexico, 
aiTOgant  though  they  were,  and.  avert  that  pretext  for  dvil 
^war.  ^^  Texas  has  no  title,"  Clay  argued,  '^  but  at  least 
plausible  pretensions." 

Fervid  with  eloquence,  as  always,  Clay  appealed  strongly 
for  the  Union ;  and  yet,  one  must  confess,  with  that  slippery 
g^rasp  of  moral  differences  which  was  always  his  political 
infirmity.  With  the  South,  he  argued,  the  question  was  one 
of  interest,  with  the  North  one  of  principle ;  '^  but,"  he 
added  fallaciously,  ^Mt  is  easier  to  make  a  concession  of 
sentiment  than  of  interest."  Not  even  fellow-citizens  from 
hiB  own  section,  when  he  first  spoke,  inclined  to  uphold  his 
plan  of  accommodation;  many  were  positively  set  against 
it.  Both  Foote  and  Mason  insinuated  that  he  turned  his 
back  upon  the  wishes  of  his  own  section.  Jefferson  Davis 
"went  so  far  as  to  avow  that  there  was  but  one  compromise 
possible  with  the  South,  one  ultimatum ;  and  tliat  was  to 
extend  the  Missouri  line  to  the  Pacific,  with  a  full  legal 
recognition  of  slavery  on  every  inch  south  of  it.  To  this  re- 
plied Clay  with  solemn  emphasis  :  ^^  No  earthly  power  could 
indaoe  me  to  vote  for  a  specific  measure  introducing  slavery 
"Where  it  has  not  before  existed,  either  south  or  north  of  the 
Missoori  line."  But  from  that  noble  postulate,  as  we  shall 
aee,  he  was  soon  drawn,  being  anxious  above  all  things  to 
oonciliate  the  violent  and  carry  his  point. 

Cray's  second  speech  on  his  resolutions  showed  him  to 
best  advantage.  Such  was  the  sensation  he  created  that 
thousands  came  from  Baltimore  and  more  distant  cities  to 
hear  him.  Women,  richly  dressed,  waved  their  fans,  and 
smiled  from  the  semicircle  which  surrounded  the  grave  de- 
liberators.  Calhoun's  chair  was  vacant  by  reason  of  his 
sickness ;  Webster  too  was  absent,  arguing  before  the  Su- 
preme Court ;  but  most  other  Senators  were  in  their  places, 
and  Buchanan,  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  occupied  a  chair 
next  to  Benton.  The  orator,  who  was  still  unbent  with  years, 
rose  gracefully  and  majestically,  the  tallest  man  physically 
VOL.  v.—U 
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among  bis  compeers,  and  renewing,  as  it  seemed,  bis  prime 
from  the  elixir  of  the  occasion.  Applause  broke  out  as  he 
stood  there,  which  spread  its  magnetism  to  the  dense  crowd 
outside  the  chambers  to  whom  he  was  invisible,  until  they 
lifted  up  such  a  shout  that  the  officers  of  the  Senate  had  to 
go  out  to  clear  the  entrance.  Then  Clay  began :  his  voice 
and  enunciation  clear,  as  of  oid,  his  action  firm,  and  his 
strength  for  the  time  so  great  that  he  seemed  to  fling  away 
age  and  all  ailments  by  the  force  of  his  indomitable  will. 
He  enchained  the  attention  of  his  hearers  hour  after  hour  as 
he  spun  the  golden  thread  of  impassioned  argument.  South- 
em  opponents  did  not  this  time  interrupt  him.  And  wlien 
he  had  concluded,  throngs  of  both  sexes  gathered  round  him 
to  congratulate,  and  women  kissed  his  face,  unabashed  by 
the  throng  of  distinguished  men  who  stood  by.*  Surely  for 
sympathetic  eloquence  and  all  those  fascinating  powers  w^hich 
win  personal  devotion,  there  was  no  civilian  like  Henry 
Clay  so  long  as  he  lived.  And  wavering  men  of  his  section, 
who  for  weeks  had  hovered  about  the  brink  of  disunion,  felt 
a  strong  grasp  which  pulled  them  back. 

The  spectacle  of  famous  oratory  for  this  last  of  dramatic 
sessions  was  not  ended.  Other  master  spirits  were  next  to 
appear  with  potent  spells  to  save  or  disunite  the  country. 
A  few  days  after  Clay's  second  speech  arrived 
*  members  elect  to  the  House  from  California ;  and 
the  news,  moreover,  that  a  State  governor  had  been  inaugu- 
rated, and  Gwin  and  Fremont  chosen  by  the  legislature  of 
that  State  to  the  Senate.  On  the  13th  of  the  same  month 
the  President  submitted  to  Congress  an  official  copy  of  Cali- 
fornia's constitution.  A  cursory  debate  was  now  opened, 
and  Senators  one  after  another  stood  up  to  announce  what 
each  would  or  would  not  give  up  for  the  common  harmony. 
Jefferson  Davis,  who  had  just  been  rc-eloctcul  for  a  new  term, 
made  a  speech  against  the  compromise  resolutions,  in  which 
he  contended,  as  Calhoun  had  done,  that  shivery  was  not 
local,  but  an  institution  of  the  United  States,  which  pene- 

*  A.  H.  StepheDs's  Life,  c.  24 ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 
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^K-atted  by  its  own  force  wherever  our  flag  was  carried.  Ben- 
fcom  confuted  this  theory  ;  after  showing  with  much  learning — 
Tot  he  was  a  good  Spanish  scholar — that  slavery  had  been 
al^olished  through  every  square  acre  of  our  Mexican  con- 
qi^uest.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  compromise  scheme 
o^  his  own. 

March  saw  the  climax  of  the  discussion  which  Clay  had 
st^surted.     Three  historical  speeches,  all  different  i"    ^^     . 
esi^t  and   expression,   offered    rallying-points   for 
public  opinion  in  different  quarters  of  the  Union.     Calhoun, 
VV^ebster,  and   Seward,   in   succession,  were  the   speakers. 
CsUhoun's  speech,  long  promised  and  carefully  written*  out, 
^wwka  the  last  great  effort  of  his  life.     The  gloom  of  the  sick 
<^]uunber  in  which  he  prepared  it  deepened  its  raven  gloss ; 
it^s  dismal  croak  was  of  disunion.     Another  crowded  audi- 
tory listened  to  that  speech,  on  the  4th  of  March,  which 
ttason,  a  fellow-Senator,  read  from  the  revised  proof ;  *  but 
Calhoun  was  present  and  listened  to  the  delivery,  like  some 
disembodied  spirit  reviewing  the  deeds  of  the  flesh.     It  was 
^     strangely  haunting  spectacle.     The  author  turned  half 
ix>und,  and  listened  as  though  all  these  utterances  were  new 
to  him,  moving  not  a  muscle  of  his  face,  but  keeping  his 
munovable   posture, — pale,  skinny,  and  emaciated  that  he 
^as, — with  eyes  partially  closed,  until  the  last  words  were 
ottered  and  the   spell  was  broken.     This  speech  made  a 
striking  and  ingenious  plea  for  the  South  and  slave  institu- 
tions; its  mystic  forebodings  were  of  secession  unless  the 
South  could  gain  something.     It  favored  neither  Gay's  plan 
Dor  the  Plresident's,  nor  any  other  practicable  one,  as  likely 
to  save  the  Union.     As  for  California,  with  her  *' imperti- 
nence" in   anticipating  what  Congress  might  legislate,  it 
^^hed  her  severed  and  put  back  into  the  teiTitorial  leading- 
brings  where  she  belonged.     It  assumed  that  the  North, 
^here  abolitionists  had  been  so  often  mobbed  and  denounced, 


*  Jenkins's  Life  says  erroneoiisly  that  Batler,  Calhoun's  colleague,  read 
ttieapeech. 
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was  hostile  to  the  South,  and  with  a  numerical  prepon< 
aiice  would  soon  crush  the  institution  which  his  section 
bound  to  sustain.  The  only  antidote  for  disunion  Calh 
could  propose  was  for  the  North  to  give  the  South  an  e< 
right  in  the  newly  acquired  teiTitory,  cause  the  stipulatj 
concerning  fugitive  slaves  to  be  faithfully  fulfilled,  a 
agitating  the  slavery  question,  and  allow  the  Constitutioi 
be  so  amended  as  to  restore  to  the  South  substantially 
power  of  self-protection  it  possessed  before  the  equilibr 
was  destroyed.  **  If  you  of  the  North  will  not  do  th 
the  speech  concluded,  ^'  then  let  our  Southern  States  sepai 
and  depart  in  peace."  * 
The  next  great  speech  was  by  Webster,  pronounced 
V  7  ^^  '^^^^  ^^  March,  after  a  silence  and  deliberal 
'  on  the  subject  so  profound  and  continuous  si 
give  rise  to  the  most  contradictory  conjectures  among  tb 
who  knew  him  best.  The  legislature  of  his  State  had  b 
disposed  to  brace  him  by  good  Whig  resolutious,  such 
he  had  favored  already ;  but  those  who  were  deepest 
Webster's  confidence  restrained  all  such  expressions.  W 
ster's  mood  was  sullen  and  haughty  all  the  winter ;  rep^ell 
advice,  though  feeling  the  pulse  of  opinion  for  himself.  T 
*' seventh  of  March  speech  " — an  ominous  style,  like  th 
ides  in  the  Roman  calendar  when  the  stars  changed  tl 
courses  and  great  Julius  fell — made  an  epoch  in  Webster's  1 
and  in  its  full  sequence  split  irreparably  the  Whigs  of 
free  States.  It  caused  the  scales  to  fall  from  the  eyet 
many  who  had  hitherto  idolized  Webster,  and  proved 
statesman  fallible.  Webster  was  well  aware,  when  he 
livered  it,  that  it  was  the  most  momentous  effort  of  his  I 
He  stood  before  his  own  crowded  auditory  to  deliver  it,  arra 
carefully  in  his  customary  suit  for  great  occasions  of 
atory, — blue  dress  coat  with  brass  buttons  and  buff  vest, 
spoke,  except  for  the  two  crowning  passages,  which  had  the 
majestic  warmth,  with  more  than  his  usual  calmness  j 
self-command ;  and  friends  and  foes  are  agreed  that  wh 

•  4  J,  C,  Calhoun's  Works, 
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ui  Bome  respects,  his  opinions  may  have  been  held  in  sus- 
pense to  the  last  moment,  every  sentence  of  his  speech  was 
JDaeasored,  and  every  word  premeditated. 

What,  then,  was  the  tenor  of  that  speech?     '^  For  the 

'Cnioa  and  Constitution"  was  Webster's  own  christening 

^>f  it ;  and  he  consoled  himself  for  the  offence  it  would  give 

"feo  the  conscience  sentiment  at  home  ui)on  the  slavery  ques- 

^fcion   by  averring  himself,   now   and   henceforth,    as   ^'an 

^^Lmerican,"  ^^  having  no  locality  but  America."     Its  scope 

^^nras  essentially  to  approve  Clay's  resolutions  and  compromise, 

'8::lumgh  Clay's  name  was  not  once  mentioned  in  an  oration 

*^^hich  was  full  of  caressing  compliment  to  other  Southern 

:Bcaien,  Calhoun  among  the  rest.     Unlike  Clay,  it  was  for 

^^^ebster  to  announce  what  Whigs  Northern  bom,  and  with 

^Ktrong  anti-slavery  convictions  like  his  own,  would  yield  for 

vsational  harmony;    and  really  it  did  seem  as  if  Webster 

^^ielded  everything.     Could  anything  sound  nobler  than  those 

wo  great  passages,  struck  from  that  profounder  conception 

rhieh  makes  Webster's  inspiration  lasting?      ^^  Peaceable 

ession,"  which  foretold  so  clearly  that  Calhoun's  theory 

^■was  impossible,  that  there  could  be  no  ^^ parting  in  peace" 

^S^y  discontented  States.     And  that  no  less  splendid  perora- 

^C^on,  worthy  of  Webster's  best  efforts,  which  adjured  his 

^S^earers  to  '^come  out  into  the  light  of  day  and  enjoy  the 

f  iresh  air  of  liberty  and  union."     How  broad,  how  generous, 

ft^ow  simply  strong  the  imagery.     And  yet  his  adjuration  to 

^  *  liberty  and  union "  had  not  the  courageous  ring  of  that 

Splendid  reply  to  Hayne  in  other  years;    for  the  orator 

^^merged  rather  from  the  shambles,  from  some  cave,  reek- 

^Kig  with  the  blood  of  human  sacrifice,  and  (to  use  his  own 

^^vords)  "  full  of  all  that  is  horrid  and  horrible."     Nor  were 

*^Sie  fallacious  views  of  slavery  here  expressed  like  those 

"^irhich  Webster  had  spoken  out  in  younger  years  on  Plymouth 

"K-ock.     The  speech  apologized  for  the  institution,  put  argu- 

KKSonts  into  the  mouths  of  slaveholders,  reproached  the  North 

^wdth  unfaithfulness  to  constitutional  vows,  puffed  the  Wilmot 

IE*!iov]so  aside  as  a  useless  shibboleth,  and  gave  up  the  whole 
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cause  for  Free  Soil,*  as  preached  in  1848,  no  less  than  th^* 
violent  abolitionists. 

It  was  the  tone,  the  bias,  the  coloring  of  this  speech^ 
above  all,  which  made  it  not  only  wounding,  but  deeply^ 
exasperating,  to  Webster's  State  and  section.  New  Eng- 
land was  smitten  in  the  face  where  she  had  hoped  for  il 
defence.  For  the  great  slavery  problem  in  this  country^ 
which  engaged  the  earnest  thoughts  of  thousands  who  were 
honorably  citizens,  this  speech  offered  no  solution ;  for  all 
thought  upon  such  a  subject  it  compressed  the  philosophy 
of  a  sneer.  In  short,  the  whole  tenor  and  tone  of  this  pro- 
duction were  a  surprise  to  Webster's  constituents ;  it  fell  far 
short  of  the  occasion ;  and  good  Whigs  said,  and  not  with- 
out good  reason,  that  he  who  had  hitherto  led  freedom's 
hosts  fled  on  the  day  of  battle. 

So  intent  had  been  the  orator  to  espouse  the  grievances  of 
the  South  that  he  quite  forgot  some  of  the  Northern  wrongs 
to  counterbalance,  and  inserted  a  new  paragraph,  on  the  ad- 
vice of  friends,  when  his  speech  was  reprinted  at  home.f 
And  there  is  good  reason  to  think  that  Webster  wavered  to 
the  last  moment  in  his  dilemma  whether  to  support  Clay  or 
the  President.  The  burning  words  of  his  utterances  in  1848 
he  could  not  have  forgotten.  J  Taylor  stood  upon  the  ground 
Webster  had  challenged  him  to  occupy  with  him,  when  he 
last  spoke  upon  this  subject.  Indeed,  there  is  some  curious 
testimony  on  this  point,  covering  the  winter  of  the  great 
statesman's  silence.  He  consulted  Free  Soilers  like  Giddings. 
He  congratulated  Winthrop  of  the  House  upon  a  speech  the 
latter  made  in  February,  which  pledged  support  to  the  Presi- 
dent's policy ;  §  and  that  fellow-citizen,  to  whom  he  certainly 
owed  his  confidence,  was  dismayed  at  the  ground  his  great 

•  Supra,  p.  108. 

t  This  paragraph  related  to  Mr.  Hoar,  and  the  imprisonment,  under 
Southern  laws,  of  free  colored  seamen.  The  "  National  Intelligencer" 
had  already  circulated  southward  the  original  speech,  reported  verbatim, 
and  Northern  journals  quickly  pointed  out  the  discrepancy.  The  **  Boston 
Atlas  "  printed  the  speech  as  Webster  revised  it. 

t  Sifpra,  p.  108. 

§  1  Winthrop's  Speeches,  630,  delivered  Feb.  21, 1860. 
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chieftain  took  afterwards.     Winthrop,  Uke  many  others,  be- 
lieves the  March  speech,  in  its  momentous  puipose,  to  have 
been  settled  but  ^shortly  before  it  was  spoken ;  *  and  in  the 
8ewai*d  family  the  story  is  handed  down  that  Taylor's  ad- 
nuoistration  had  verbal  assurance  from  Webster's  own  lips 
that  he  would  speak  to  support  it.f     Be  this  as  it  may,  Web- 
ster's only  son  received  an  office  about  the  firet  of  March, — 
that  son  concerning  whose  disappointment  the  year  before, 
Webster  had  opened  his  pent-up  wrath  in  private  so  strongly  to 
a  friend,  t     Webster,  no  doubt,  was  conservative  by  training 
and  instinct,  incapable  of  aggressive  assault  upon  the  States 
irhere  slavery  was  already  entrenched  behind  the  Constitu- 
tion.    His  mental  struggle  must  have  been  over  freedom's 
ordinance  in  the  territories,  and  resistance  to  new  encroach- 
ments.    All  that  Webster  has  revealed  of   such  a  mental 
straggle  is  very  little ;  but  we  know  that  he  fought  off  all 
local  expression  from  the  Massachusetts  Whigs,  whose  con- 
science was  never  stronger,  and  shrank  from  being  accosted 
as  the  standard-bearer  against  what  his  mind  admitted  was 
a  great  national  evll.§     Yet  all  this  while  slaveholding  Whigs 
had  reason  to  think  that  the  Massachusetts  lion  was  already 
in  their  toils.  ||     And  Webster,  after  he  had  spoken,  hastened 
to  mail  a  copy  of  his  speech  to  Ex-President  Tyler,  with  ex- 
pressions of  his    ** cordial   friendship. "If    Friendship,  one 
woald  think,  was  an  unhappy  relation  to  cherish  towards  the 
chieftain  who  had  elbowed  Webster  from  his  cabinet  when 
be  coold  not  make  a  tool  of  him  for  annexing  slave  territory.*  * 
The  third  great  speech  of  March  was  by  Seward.     It  up- 
held the  President's  course,  and  pleaded  for  the  admission  of 
California  under  her  free  State  constitution,  without  extrane- 


*  Minutes  of  Conversation,  January,  1891. 

t  ConTeisation  with  Hon.  P.  W.  Seward,  April,  1890. 

I  Stqtra^  p.  151. 

f  See  letters  to  Rev.  Mr.  Fumess  and  others  in  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  36. 

I  "  I  hear,"  writes  Stephens,  on  the  24th  of  February,  *^  that  Daniel 
'Webster  intends  to  make  a  speech  which  will  win  him  golden  opinions 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  Rio  Grande."    Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  2S0. 

^  2  Tyler's  Tyler,  483. 

c  •  See  vol.  iv.  p.  437. 
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ous  conditions.  The  young  Senator  from  New  York  was  al- 
ready looked  upon  as  the  Mordecai  in  the  king's  gate ;  and 
Southern  men  blamed  the  President,  one  ott  themselves^  for 
beiDg  under  such  influence.  To  this  new  champion  of  the 
forum  listened  all  of  the  triumvirate,  gazing  silenUy  while  he 
spoke  of  things  strange  to  them.*  He  seemed  really  younger 
than  he  was ;  a  man  slightly  built  and  agile,  clad  in  plain 
black ;  his  reddish  hair  turning  brown,  but  not  yet  mingled 
with  gray ;  his  compact  head  and  curving  features  marked 
strongebt  in  the  profile.  Trying,  indeed,  must  it  have  been 
for  Seward,  on  his  first  national  occasion,  to  face  potentates 
so  famous,  and  yet  so  distrustful  of  him.  When  he  first 
arose  he  spoke  with  hesitation,  as  though  his  heart  failed 
bim,  and  he  seemed  commonplace  by  comparison;  but  the 
substance  of  his  speech  was  striking,  and  his  plain  features 
soon  lighted  up,  until  the  warmth  of  his  eloquence  stirred 
the  whole  chamber.  He  urged  broad  moral  principle,  as  one 
who  thouglit  the  old  equilibrium  of  the  sections  should  never 
be  restored.  He  condemned  all  political  compromises  which 
involved  matters  of  the  conscience  ;  and  conGdently  presaged 
the  power  of  the  American  people  to  maintain  their  national 
integrity  under  whatever  menace  of  danger.  This  was  the 
speech,  long  commented  upon,  which  announced  the  '^  higher 
law  "  doctrine, — that  higher  law  to  which  all  human  legisla- 
tion should  conform. 

Of  all  these  famous  Senatorial  speeches,  Seward's  was  by 
far  most  profound,  and  worthiest  of  being  read  in  a  calmer 
age.  It  was  full  of  thought  and  humanity,  and  lighted  up 
with  prophetic  insight.  But  Calhoun,  most  of  the  Olympian 
trio,  was  galled  by  it.  The  dying  statesman  had  glided  in 
like  a  spectre  on  the  day  that  Webster  spoke,  and  taken 
part  in  a  brief  colloquy  at  the  close  of  its  magnificent  perora- 
tion. More  than  once  did  he  return,  and  when  Seward 
spoke  he  sat  riveted,  with  eyeballs  fixed  intently  upon  him. 
And  muttering  what  sounded  like  a  malediction,  he  said  to 

•  Seward  showed  his  speech  in  advance  to  Ewing  of  the  cabinet,  who 
approved  its  seutimeuts.    Seward  MSS.  1850. 
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friends  about  him  that  one  with  such  ideas  of  ''  higher 
Itw*'  was  not  the  kii^d  of  roan  to  associate  with ;  and  in  that 
repelling  mood,  so  fame  reports,  he  left  the  accustomed 
chamber  never  to  return.*  Calhoun  died  on  the  last  day  of 
March,  a  real  disunionist.  And  on  his  dying  bed  he  told 
Toombs  that  he  must  leave  to  younger  men  the  task  of  carry- 
ing oat  his  plans.f 

Benton  favored  the  President's  plan,  and  alone  among  the 
SoQtbem  Senators  sustained  it  heartily.  Experience  in  the 
Jackson  times  had  given  him  confidence  that  an  unflinching 
Executive  could  override  a  disputatious  Senate.  Various 
causes  were  turning  this  border  statesman  to  an  independent 
course  in  politics,  whose  end  was  orphanage.  The  question, 
after  all,  concerned  Whig  policy.     It  was  a  penlous  crisis. 

Had  Clay  and  Webster— or  had  either  one  of  them — 
stood  by  tlieir  President,  history  might  have  vindicated  a 
policy  against  which  rebellion  had  no  just  cause  for  appeal. 
Sooner  or  later  California's  admission  as  a  free  State  must 
ha?e  been  granted  if  she  was  to  remain  a  national  prize  at 
^f  and  in  all  other  respects— except  the  boundary  issue 
with  Texas — the  territorial  question  might  have  been  ad- 
Joamed  for  twenty  years.  Without  positive  action  at  all 
by  Congress  the  responsibility  rested  upon  Presidential 
shoulders,  and  there  the  people  would  have  trusted  it.  But 
the  senatorial  drift  was  to  Clay's  plan  of  compromise.  Foote 
of  MiBsisslppi,  who  had  blown  hot  and  cold,  proposed  a 
grand  committee  in  February,  and  renewed  his  proposal 
after  Webster's  speech.  Foote  bad  made  his  d^but  in  this 
body  two  years  before.  His  extravagance  of  speech  often 
provoked  ridicule.  But  his  influence  grew  as  he  proved  him- 
self irrepressible ;  and  by  provoking  Benton  in  this  debate 
to  angry  menace  and  cocking  a  loaded  pistol  at  him,  he  cut 
^  important  figure.  Beginning  the  present  term  a  violent 
•ccessionist,  his  blood  cooled  down  under  Clay's  influence. 

•  See  N.  Y.  Tribune,  April  6, 1850. 

1 1  Colenuui's  Crittenden,  363.  "  He  was  firmly  and  I  believe  honestly 
P^tioaded,"  wrote  a  friend  soon  after  the  funeral,  "  that  the  Union 
«Q«fattobedia8olyed."    lb.    See  Final  Notes. 
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In  April,  Footers  resolution  was  carried  and  a  scdemn  coikx- 
mittee  appointed  to  which  the  Senate  referred  tJm« 

^       '     pending   proposal   to   admit  California,    togetbex- 
with  the  schemes  which  Clay  and  Bell  had  offered.     Of  tliis 
committee,  six  were  from  Northern  States,  six  from  Soatli- 
ern,  and  the  thirteenth  and  chairman  was  Clay  hlros^.* 

Webster's  conscience  was  not  easy  in  all  these  arrange* 
ments.       He   shunned   the   stifling   conference    altogether^ 
neither  accepting  nor  declining  his  place  in  it,  and  hastened 
home  to  meet  his  displeased  constituents.     He  declared  in  a 
Boston  speech  that  he  was  determined  to  persevere  in  liis 
course  regardless  of  personal  consequences.     ''  I  shall  min- 
ister," he  said,  ^'to  no  local  prejudices;  I  shall  support  no 
agitations  having  their  foundation  in  ghostly  abstraction  ; 
I  shall  say  nothing  which  may  foster  the  unkind  pasdons 
separating  the  North  from  the  South."     Southern  Whi^B, 
almost  incredulous,  were  pleased  that  the  king  of  men  shoutid 
stand  up  to  the  rack  so  boldly.     ^^  I  have  hopes  of  him  noiv^^" 
writes  Stephens  pleasantly  from  the  capital. f 

We  observed  that  Taylor's  cabinet  was  not  a  strong  oj3ei 
politically  considered.     He  made  up  the  list  chiefly  upon  'tJi^ 
advice  of  Crittenden,  a  border  statesman,  and  while  candicSly 
confessing  his  own  personal  unacquaintance  with  public  m^^- 
It  was  a  geographical  blunder,  in  the  first  place,  to  tak^    * 
majority  of  one's  advisers  from  within  a  short  radius  of  'tJ^^ 
capital.     Thomas  Ewing,  the  ablest  of  them  all,  owed   l:**^ 
place  to  the  creation  of  a  new  department  by  Congress     ^^ 
the  twelfth  hour.     Collamer,  New  England's  representative* 
though  incorruptible  and  a  man  of  solid  worth,  had  yet  fx^^ 
spurs  to  win ;  and  from  States  westward  of  Ohio  there  w^^ 
no  cabinet  officer  at  all.     Crawford  and  Preston  from  tJ^^ 
South  were  almost  nonentities  in  a  national  sense.      Reverdy 


*  Congressional  Globe.     The  Northom  members  of  this  committed 
were  Cass,  Dickinson,  Bright,  Webster,  Phelps  and  Cooper;  while  Kioff* 
Mason,  Downs,  Mangam,  Bell,  and  Berrien,  besides  Clay,  representad 
slave  States. 

t  JohiiBton'B  A.  H.  Stephens,  254. 
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JohnaoD,  of  Maryland,  though  an  able  lawyer,  had  no 
political  skill.  Ndther  had  Meredith,  representative  of  the 
Sr«at  Middle  States,  and  the  head  of  the  treasury, — another 
Eojui  with  professional  methods  less  fitted  for  politics  than 
Tot  polished  society.  In  a  word,  this  was  a  conservative 
i^Abinet,  composed  of  men  respectable  and  to  be  honorably 
xteationed  before  they  were  tiied ;  but  it  was  not  the  cab- 
i^€t  for  such  a  crisis,  and  sooner  or  later  Taylor  would  have 
:>een  forced  to  reorganize  for  his  own  ends,  as  Jackson 
Ud. 

In  any  such  reconstruction  of  the  council  board,  Clayton, 
Sowing,  and  Collamer  would  well  have  been  retained.  Clay- 
ion,  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  no  commanding  gifts,  and 
^ndi  as  he  possessed  shone  better  in  debate  than  in  the  trans- 
location of  affairs.  He  was  of  a  kindly  and  somewhat  in- 
lolent  disposition,  promising  all  things  to  all  men  and,  in 
lie  new  station  reputed  leaky  as  to  official  secrets.  In  a 
o^rial  way  he  used  to  speak  of  his  own  ^'colloquial  elo- 
L^a^ence."  *  A  good  scholar,  nevertheless,  courteous,  highly 
t<:>norable  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  Clayton,  who  was  ripe 
c^  public  experience,  proved  himself  at  least  a  sagacious  and 
^v^udent  counsellor.  On  the  slavery  issue,  as  might  be  sup- 
^^ised,  he  was,  like  most  other  border  slaveholders, — easy- 
»oiog,  in  fact,  rather  than  enlightened  or  philanthropic, 
^lat  the  people  of  the  free  States  liked  him  at  this  time  for 
folding  aloof  from  those  Southern  conferences  which  followed 
t^ayloi^s  election,  and  keeping  his  name  from  the  manifesto 
•^hich  Calhoun  was  earliest  in  concocting.f  That  course 
Was  much  to  Clayton's  credit,  though  after  all  the  merit  of 
it  was  negative. 

Clayton,  while  Secretary,  negotiated  an  important  treaty 

with  the  British  minister,  Sir  Henry  Lytton  Bulwer.     It  was 

the  only  important  achievement  of  this  brief  administration 

in  diplomacy,  and  it  related  to  Central  America  and  to  a 

n«w  canal  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  construct  from  the 

*  1  ColemAD'8  Crittenden,  aiS,  etc. 
t  SufiTQ,  p.  116. 
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Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  Pacific  by  way  of  San  Juan  River  of 
Nicaragua  and  a  chain  of  inland  lakes  in  that  region.  That 
treaty,  familiar  in  following  years  as  the  '^  Clayton*Bulwer 
Treaty,"  because  of  the  heated  controversies  to  which  it 
gave  rise,  was  signed  at  Washington  on  the  19th  of  April, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  approval  during  the  lull  which 
followed  the  selection  of  Clay's  compromise  committee. 
Since  the  acquisition  of  California  and  the  impulse  given  to 
universal  traffic  by  our  gold  discovery,  the  project  of  con- 
necting the  two  great  oceans  of  the  world  by  a  ship  canal 
became  invested  with  an  immediate  and  practical  importance. 
Nature  invited  such  an  enterprise  at  the  narrow  ligament 
which  bound  the  two  Americas.  Polk's  administration  had 
sought  arrangements  with  Mexico  for  facilitating  a  transit 
through  Tehuantepec,  and  Mexico  would  not  grant  it.  Rail- 
way and  canal  projects  of  this  character  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  commercial  nations  in  Europe  as  well  as  ourselves  and 
of  Great  Britain  in  particular.  Already  was  a  railroad  un- 
der way  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Nicaragua,  though  of 
broader  expanse,  offered  some  natural  advantages  for  a 
transit  by  water  courses.  But  connected  with  such  a  ques- 
tion was  the  more  difficult  one  of  controlling  jurisdiction  of 
the  soil  and  protecting  the  enterprise.  Central  America  was 
weakly  governed ;  and  the  feverish  passion  of  extending  our 
empire  to  the  southward — faintly  connected  under  every 
phase  with  dreams  of  an  independent  slave  confederacy — 
was  not  easily  allayed. 

While  American   dominion  loomed  more  and   more  por- 
tentously over  this  continent,  like  the  genie  escaping  from 
Solomon's  vase,  Great  Britain  and  France,  on  their  part, 
worked   covertly   for   a    counterpoise   to   it;    and 

1847-1849 

*  among  the  footprints  of  this  latter  receding  influ- 
ence was  a  British  protectorate  established  on  the  Caribbean 
side  of  Central  America  over  the  squalid  king  of  the  Mos- 
quito Indians  and  what  was  called  the  Mosquito  coast.  Cen- 
tral America  consisted  at  this  time  of  independent  states  or 
republics  which  preserved  the  sacred  right  of  constantly 
quarrelling    with  one   another.     Polk,  proclaiming  to  the 
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irorid  in  1847,  as  he  bad  proclaimed  before,  that  no  Euro* 
pean  power  should,  with  our  assent,  be  allowed  to  gain  any 
newfootiiold  on  this  continent.  Congress,  at  his  request, 
appropriated  for  a  mission  to  Guatemala,  the  most  flourish- 
ing of  these  Central  American  States.  But  before  Hise, 
Pdk's  chosen  minister,  left  home,  an  insurrection  broke  out, 
in  which  the  weaker  party  appeared  disposed  to  transfer  to 
oor  control  what  they  had  not  power  to  control  for  them- 
selves,— ^a  situation  of  which  Polk  desired  to  take  advan- 
tage.* 

The  difficult  subject  went  over  to  a  Whig  administration, 
and  as  Whigs  were  strongly  suspicious  that  the  Monroe 
Doctrine  was  used  by  their  adversaries  as  a  stalking  horse 
for  slavery  expansion,  President  Taylor  lost  little  time  in 
compressing  the  subject  to  its  practical  and  honest  relations. 
Accordingly,  one  of  his  first  acts  was  to  send  a  special  min- 
ister to  Nicaragua,  empowered  to  agree  with  that  State  to 
extend  protection  over  any  company  which  should  engage 
in  good  faith  to  build  a  ship  canal.  Hise,  in  the  meantime, 
had  negotiated  a  treaty  there,  conformable  to  his  own  idea 
of  American  wishes  ;  and  the  guaranties  of  protection  which 
it  stipulated  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  were  so  fla- 
grantly unconstitutional  and  dangerous  that  Taylor,  with 
the  advice  of  his  cabinet,  suppressed  it.  Squier,  the  Whig 
charge,  next  concluded  a  ti'eaty  for  an  inter-oceanic  canal, 
not  for  our  own  benefit  exclusively,  but  so  that  all  nations 
might  traverse  it,  and  it  bound  the  United  States  ^ 

184Q— 18B0 

to  no  greater  interference,  should  local  disorders 
arise,  than  a  general  protectorate.! 

Upon  the  same  safe  basis  of  self-denial  was  framed,  after- 
wards, the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty.     A  private  company  ot 
American  capitalists,  had  been  organized  to  con- 
struct  a   ship  canal.     As  to  any  such  work  this 
treaty  forbade  the  exclusive  control  by  either  Great  Britain 

*  2  Cartis'8  James  Buchanan,  c.  22. 

t  Clayton's  speech  in  Senate,  March  1,  1853.  The  latter  treaty,  ap. 
Pi^ed  by  President  Taylor,  was  sent  to  the  Senate ;  bat  it  doe^  not  appear 
toUyebooQactedon. 
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or  the  United  States ;  but  mutual  assurance  was  given  that 
each  power  would  facilitate  its  construction  and  maintain 
the  neutrality  of  its  common  use.*  That  friendly  compact, 
coufirmed  by  the  Senate  and  proclaimed  on  our  anniversaiy 
of  July  4th,  was  hailed  by  the  American  people  as  just  and 
liberal  to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  honorable  through 
its  forbearance.  But  schemes  of  inter-oceanic  transit 
at  the  isthmus  ripened  after  all  very  slowly;  five  years 
opened  up  a  railway  at  Panama,  but  neither  there  nor  at 
Nicaragua  has  a  ship  canal  been  built  in  foiiy  years. f  And 
for  a  deeper  disappointment,  it  soon  turned  out  that  the 
self-denying  check  upon  colonizing  designs,  to  which  botii 
countries  seemed  so  generously  to  bind  themselves,  involved 
on  Great  Britain's  part,  as  she  understood  it,  no  abandon- 
ment of  her  present  protectorate.  To  this  subject  we  shall 
recur  hereafter. 

A  mortifying  scandal  of  this  cabinet  was  the  Galphin 
claim, — a  demand  against  our  government,  growing  out  of 
Georgia  land  reservations,  and  as  ancient  as  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  It  happened  that  Crawford  (who  was  a  son 
of  the  famous  Secretary  of  Monroe's  cabinet)  had  been  em- 
ployed for  years  as  counsel  to  press  that  claim  upon  the 
United  States  with  the  promise  of  a  large  contingent  fee. 
Congress,  in  1848,  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
investigate  and  make  whatever  adjustment  should  be  found 
suitable.  Polk's  Secretary  pronounced  the  claim  valid,  and 
paid  over  the  principal  sum ;  but  the  question  of  paying 
intei-vening  interest  went  over  to  his  successor.  Crawford 
took  the  portfolio  of  war  under  President  Taylor,  as  he  never 
ought  to  have  done  under  such  circumstances,  and  with  no 
very  scrupulous  sense  of  public  propriety  transferred  his 
agency  for  prosecuting  the  claim,  while  retaining   his  con- 

♦  9  U.  S.  stats.  \m. 

t  Since  lliis  was  written,  the  isthmian  canal  has  become  (1904)  a  highly 
important  question,  witli  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  cancelled  and  the 
responsibility  of  ronstmrting  such  a  work  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
with  European  approval. 
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tii^ent  interest  in  it*  A  coterie  of  professional  brethren 
in  the  new  cabinet  helped  one  another  out,  as  lawyers  are 
apt  U>  do  when  contingent  fees  are  at  stake,  if  unaccustomed 
to  looking  at  questions  on  their  political  side.  The  faithful 
oomptroller  rejected  the  claim  for  interest,  which,  right  or 
wrong,  the  government  had  at  least  never  been  in  the  habit 
of  paying,  aside  from  some  express  contract  The  Galphin 
daimants  appealed  to  Secretary  Meredith;  he  askeil  the 
advice  of  the  Attorney-General;  the  latter  prepared  an 
opinion  favorable  to  the  claimants,  whereupon  Meredith  re- 
Yened  his  subordinate's  decision  and  ordered  the  interest 
paid.  This  amounted  to  about  $191,000,  and  more  than 
four  times  the  principal  claim  ah*eady  settled.  A  stroke 
from  the  pen  of  a  fellow-official  made  Crawford  a  rich  man, 
and  he  took  his  third  of  the  prize  with  neither  delay  nor  del- 
icacy. 

The  transaction  got  abroad,  as  all  such  matters  will,  and 
the  House  was  asked  to  investigate.  But  while  Whig  jour- 
nalists assumed,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  make  light 
of  it,  party  opponents  were  horrified  and  the  Pres- 
ident, without  question,  was  very  seriously  distressed.  No 
man  ever  had  a  keener  sense  of  official  integrity  than  General 
Taylor,  nor  meant  more  earnestly  to  have  an  administra- 
tion, like  Caesar's  wife,  above  suspicion.  He  fully  resolved 
to  make  official  change,  and  rid  himself  of  the  counsellors 
^  had  compromised  him.  But  he  did  not  move  as  swiftly 
to  his  purpose  as  Jackson,  perhaps,  would  have  done,  and 
factions  enemies  in  the  House  who  fought  his  anti-slavery 
policy  used  the  weapon  to  harsh  advantage  at  their  oppor- 
tane  moment.* 

•  It  was  the  8th  of  May  when  Clay  submitted  to  an  eager 
Senate,  as  chairman,  the  report  of  his  conmiiitee  of  thir- 

•  See  1  Thnrlow  Weed's  Life,  c.  59.  Among  the  changes  intended  (so 
nmrlow  Weed  relates  on  the  strength  of  his  private  interWews)  was  that 
of  patting  Hamilton  Fish,  governor  of  New  York,  into  Meredith's  place 

ind  sending  Meredith,  to  whom  Taylor,  socially,  was  warmly  attached, 

OD  some  f«i^<g"  miflsiou. 
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teen.  The  scheme  they  had  agreed  upon  consisted  of  th 
bills.  The  first  rolled  into  one  measure  the  th 
incongruous  subjects  of  California's  admission, 
establishment  of  territorial  governments  for  New  Mei 
and  Utah  with  a  dubious  clause  as  to  freedom  and  slave 
and  the  offer  to  Texas  of  a  good  round  sum,  on  condit 
of  relinquishing  her  claim  of  jurisdiction  upon  New  Mes 
and  agreeing  to  an  arbitrary  boundary  line.  The  sea 
bill  provided  new  and  more  stringent  measures  for  recapt 
ing  fugitive  slaves  upon  free  soil.  And  the  third  abolisl 
the  slave  market  from  the  capital  and  District  of  Columt 
All  this  was  a  patchwork  of  separate  bills  which  had  been  lyi 
loose  among  the  Senate  files  for  several  months,  each  attra 
ing  its  own  separate  set  of  supporters.  The  bill  for  adn 
ting  California  had  been  reported  some  three  months  bef< 
from  the  Senate  committee  on  the  territories;  so  too b 
the  separate  bills  for  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  which  Cla; 
committee  now  wafered  together;  the  fugitive  slave  I 
was  that  which  Mason  of  Virginia  had  origiualW  presente 
and  even  as  to  the  suppression  of  the  District  slave  tra 
the  claim  of  authorship  by  this  solemn  committee  was  op 
to  dispute.*  Scarcely  had  Clay's  lengthy  report  been  st 
mitted  with  these  bills,  when  debate  showed  that  memb< 
of  this  committee  were  very  far  from  harmonizing  in  t 
general  plan  of  compromise,  the  majority  of  Son  them  me 
bers  claiming  that  it  gave  too  much  to  the  North.  But  1 
chairman's  report  assumed  complacently  that  the  adopti 
of  all  these  measures  would  settle  all  the  sectional  a 
troversies  now  pending  and  ''give  general  satisfaction 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Unil 
States."  t 

The  target  of  dissatisfaction  in  this  unwieldy  scheme 
settlement  was  the  first  bill,  in  which  California  was  saddi 
with  all  the  territories,  and  the  Texas  compact,  beside 
thus  making  her  admission  conditional  upon  provisions  € 


•  See  2  Benton'a  View,  76a 
t  Congressional  Globe. 
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never  created  and  over  which  her  people  had  not  the  slightest 
oontroL  In  this  long  and  promiscuous  bill  of  forty  sections 
save  one, — styled  presently,  in  derision,  the  ^^Omuibus 
ROl,'' — there  was  nothing  to  which  a  majority  of  the  same 
committee  could  agree ;  while  the  mixture  with  its  various 
ingredients  was  a  nauseating  draught  to  drink,  even  on  the 
supposition  by  no  means  clear  that  the  Union  needed  any 
BQch  medicine  at  all. 

The  weakest  part  of  this  whole  plan  lay  in  beating  a  re- 
treat from  the  principle  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  and  shuffling 
an  option  between  freedom  and  slavery  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  each  territory.  It  was  abnegating  the  function  of  guar- 
dian and  tutor,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  leaving  the 
ward  to  his  own  moral  devices.  What  fatal  consequences 
followed  such  a  precedent  we  shall  see  hereafter.  Clay  in 
Aocediog  to  such  a  settlement,  varied  like  a  sunbeam.  Web- 
ster, too,  on  the  7th  of  March,  in  turning  his  back  upon  the 
famous  watchword,  gave  as  bis  reason  for  avoiding  such 
needless  irritation  to  Southern  gentlemen,  that  nature  had 
set  the  Proviso  already  on  the  whole  soil  of  tlie  territory. 
He  protested  that  it  was  useless  to  ^^  re-enact  a  law  of 
God" —  as  thoi^h  that  were  not  the  real  and  legitimate  aim  of 
human  statutes.  Clay's  first  effort  was  quite  characteristic  on 
his  part,  to  leave  territorial  exclusion  of  slavery  under  his  bill  as 
▼sgue  as  possible,  saving  sectional  honor  by  a  juggle.  Davis, 
of  Mississippi,  went  straight  to  the  maiTow  by  demanding 
some  explicit  assertion  that  slaveholders  should  have  their 
foil  rights  as  such  in  New  Mexico,  and  that  rcgai*dless  of 
territorial  legislation.  This  was  more  than  the  Senate  would 
ttsent  to,  and  they  voted  down  the  exU^nsion  of  the  Missouri 
line  besides.  Among  otlier  numerous  amendments  rejected 
'^ss  explicit  prohibition  by  the  Wilmot  Proviso ;  this  failed 
bjr  33  to  23.  At  length  Soule,  of  Louisiana,  the 
^08t  courteous  senator,  perhaps,  on  slavery's  side. 
Proposed  to  amend  the  pending  bill  so  as  to  read  that  each 
*6i*ritory  should  be  admitted  as  a  State  ''with  or  without 
slavery"  as  its  constitution  might  prescribe  at  the  time  of 
admission.  This  was  the  germ  of  "  popular  sovereignty" 
VOL.  v.— 12 


178       HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.    CHAP.  XE 

(so  called  in  after  years),— of  cowardly  renunciation  I 
Congress  of  its  national  duties.  Webster  sustained  th: 
phrase,  little  dreaming  what  would  come  of  the  preceden 
his  sanction  can'ied  the  amendment,  and  the  status  < 
slavery  for  Utah  and  New  Mexico  was  fixed  for  compr 
mise.* 

Stripped  of  all  considerate  verbiage,  the  vital  issue,  ai 
that  on  which  wavering  disunionists  from  the  South  bas< 
their  demands,  was  the  chance  to  recover  the  lost  eqv 
librium  by  bringing  more  slave  States  into  the  Unioi 
Soule's  amendment  in  the  Senate  presented  squarely  tJ 
same  question  which  slaveholders  pressed  about  the  san 
time  in  the  House.  With  them  the  turning-point,  aft 
it  became  evident  that  the  Missouri  line  would  not  1 
extended,  was  to  bring  Congress  to  the  principle  of  non-i 
terference  in  the  territories.  Soule's  amendment  put  th 
principle  into  the  compromise.  Both  Stephens  and  Toomb 
who  acted  together,  found  out,  to  their  great  constematio; 
that  President  Taylor  would  veto  no  territorial  bill  whi< 
might  pass  Congress  with  the  Wilmot  Proviso  attached 
Yet,  after  all,  no  bill  with  such  a  rider  wiis  likely  to  ha^ 
passed  at  this  time  at  all.  Taylor's  plan,  we  have  seen,  ainii 
to  save  the  new  territories  from  defilement,  independently- 
that  Congressional  assertion  upon  which  the  South  w  ns  1 
this  time  extremely  sensitive.  The  Senate  refused  to  e 
press  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  as  shown  already.  Much  earlie 
and  by  February  4rh,  the  House  had  laid  upon  tl 
"  table  resolutions  introduced  by  Root,  an  Ohio  ag 
tator,  for  instructing  the  committee  on  territories  to  repo 
that  obnoxious  restriction.  Ashmun,  AVinthrop,  and  oth 
conservative  Northern  AVhigs,  who  stayed  away  when  tl 
vote  was  taken,  were  berated  as  "  skulkers,"  and  Root 
said  to  have  declared  that  he  would  have  the  ex-Speakei 
vote  or  his  scalp.  These  reluctant  Whigs  had  reason  f 
their   course.     They   believed   Root's  resolution    prematu 


*  Congressional  Globe,  passim. 

t  Johnston's  Stephens,  c.  24 ;  1  Coleman's  Crittenden. 
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axKl  precipitate,  mischievous  in  design,  and  designed,  as 
Winthrop  expressed  it,  ^*  for  the  sake  of  playing  captain 
and  inarching  ahead  of  the  masic."*  Indeed,  the  saga- 
dons  President  had  planned  to  dispense  with  that  assertion ; 
for,  to  tell  the  truth,  many  a  fastidious  Northern  Whig,  who 
flopported  Taylor,  was  almost  ready  to  declare,  with  Web- 
ster, that  the  shibboleth  labelled  by  the  name  of  an  inde- 
pendent Democrat  was  no  shibboleth  for  him. 

The  elements  of  opposition  to  Clay's  compromise  plan, 
though  strongly  divergent,  threatened  to  destroy  it.  And 
its  illastrious  inventor  found  that  the  Whig  President  with 
his  cabinet  were  opposed  to  it.  Taylor  brought  no  unusual 
pressure  to  bear  on  behalf  of  his  declared  policy,  but  he  ad- 
hered firmly  to  it.  His  chief  counsellors  did  not  believe 
that  its  adoption  would  endanger  the  Union ;  on  the  con- 
trary they  felt  that  the  greatest  menace  both  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  country,  lay  in  coupling  with  the  California  bill 
these  totally  distinct  measures. f  The  mettle  of  the  old  war- 
rior was  rising ;  he  stood  firm  as  adamant  against  all  threat- 
eners  of  disunion.  There  was  danger  of  a  breach  between 
himself  and  Clay ;  and  the  latter,  who  had  taken  the  fullest 
advantage  of  Taylor's  modest  demeanor  when  the  session 
opened,  and  his  repeated  pledges  not  to  set  himself  against 
tte  will  of  the  legislature,  showed  plain  chagrin  that  the 
Executive  would  not  yield  to  him.  In  a  speech  by'no  means 
'^spectful,  he  objected  to  the  President's  policy  that  it 
stopped  short  of  what  the  national  situation  required.  Five 
*' bleeding  wounds"  he  counted  off  rhetorically  on  the 
fejgers  of  his  left  hand.  "  Does  the  President  heal  these 
*D?"  asked  the  orator.  ''No;  he  heals  only  one  of  the 
^^e,  and,  by  admitting  California,  leaves  the  other  four  to 
*>leed  profusely."  To  which  Benton  replied  sarcastically 
^ftt  if  Clay  had  had  more  fingers  he  would  have  counted 
^<>re  wounds.  J 

*  B«e  1  Winthrop's  Speeches,  635. 

'  Of.  Jolmston's  Life  of  Stephens,  and  1  Coleman's  Crittenden. 

^  2  Schvz'8  Clay,  503;  2  Benton's  View,  7i9, 
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Ab  between  Clay  and  the  President  it  was  in  troth  the  ok 
story  of  Mahomet  and  the  mountain.  But  to  do  the  grea 
orator  Justice,  his  old  imperious  tone  was  subdued  and  ii 
these  last  pacific  efforts  he  was  forbearing  as  never  before. 

President  Taylor  seemed  likely  to  command  the  field 
The  loyal  people  preferred  his  plan,  and  the  most  influentia 
Whig  presses  sustained  it.  An  event  happened  ii 
June  which  disheartened  the  disunionists.  A  con 
vention  of  delegates  from  the  slaveholding  States  met  ii 
Nashville  on  the  drd  of  that  month  pursuant  to  a  call,  Judg< 
Sharkey  of  Mississippi  presiding.  Ultra  slaveholders  ha< 
hoped  that  this  body  would  present  to  the  country  th< 
solemn  alternative  of  secession  or  compliance  with  their  ex 
treme  demands.  But  the  bones  of  Jackson  and  Calhoui 
mouldered  in  graves  hundreds  of  miles  apart ;  no  new  leadei 
of  the  disanion  party  had  yet  arisen ;  the  attendance  wm 
unexpectedly  thin,  and  instead  of  fierce  thunderbolts  wen 
subdued  mutterings.  A  political  movement  much  dreadec 
while  Calhoun  was  alive  collapsed  in  ridicule.  Southen 
tyros  in  threats  sought  refuge  in  Clay's  ''  rickety  ark"  ol 
compromise ;  but  the  more  that  tendency  was  perceptibL 
on  one  side,  the  more  closely,  on  the  other,  did  loyalty  leai 
to  the  side  of  the  President.  The  House  struggled  througl 
obstruction  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  simple  admission  of  Cali 
fornia  as  a  free  State,  and  it  took  the  best  brains  of  slave 
holding  tacticians  to  stave  off  a  vote  so  that  the  Senat 
might  gain  precedence. 

The  real  seat  of  danger  was  New  Mexico,  where  the  peoph 
were  already  in  motion  to  form  a  free  State  constitution  an( 
apply  for  admission  as  California  had  done.  Southern  ultrai 
as  a  last  resort  urged  Texas  to  take  the  bold  lead  and  secun 
her  prey,  pledging  themselves  to  sustain  her  pretensioni 
at  all  hazards.  They  hoped  thus  to  wrest  New  Mexic< 
from  freedom's  arms,  or,  if  opposed,  plunge  the  Union  h 
civil  war.  The  movement  was  rash  and  .premature,  and  th< 
President  met  it  without  flinching.  He  had  no  thought  o; 
settling  the  boundary  question  arbitrarily ;  at  the  same  tim< 
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lie  considered  it  a  qaestion  not  between  Texas  and  New 
MezioOy  while  the  latter  remained  a  territory,  but  between 
Texas  and  the  United  States,  the  guardian  and  owner  of  that 
territory.     In  that  sense  he  meant  to  protect  the  boundary 
line  which  Mexico  had  defined  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe- 
Hidalgo  until  by  the  intervention  of  Congress  or  a  suit  in  the 
federal  courts  the  dispute  was  definitely  settled.     The  war 
which  brought  us  New  Mexico  cost  the  Union  millions  upon 
millions  of  dollars  and  many  thousand  lives ;  it  cost  Texas, 
aa  aach,  nothing ;  and  the  cession  from  the  parent  republic 
by  dint  of  conquest  made  no  mention  whatever  of  Texas  as 
An  interested  claimant.     New  Mexico,  indeed,  was  an  an- 
cient province  of  the  Spanish  dominion,  having  its  own 
homogeneous   population,   though  a  small  one;    nor  had 
Texas  ever  invaded   that  Sante  Fe  region  without  being 
repalsed. 

In  November,  1849,  Taylor,  through  his  Secretary  of  War, 
instructed  Colonel  Monroe,  our  military  commandant  there, 
to  aid  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  to  form  a 

1849 

State  government.     As  to  the  disputed  boundary, 
^e  superseded  his  predecessor's  orders,  so  far  as  to  direct 
the  existing  status  to  be  maintained  until  Congress  could 
dispose  of  the  subject.     Texas  played  a  bold  hand,  as  the 
OQly  one  that  might  win  the  stakes.     A  Texan  militia  force 
penetrated  New  Mexico  by  the  El  Paso  route  and     iggo. 
*<iiximoned  Colonel  Monroe  to  aid  in  establishing   March. 
^e^an  jurisdiction  over  the  region.     Monroe  declined,  but 
proclaimed  neutrality  upon  the  boundary  dispute, 
'^e  inhabitants   next  bestirred  themselves   after 
^e  example  of  the  Calif ornians,  though  on  a  much  smaller 
Wi^e.      Monroe,   as   military  governor,  acted  as 
General  Riley   had  done,   and   in   April  called   a       ^ 
^^^livention  of  delegates  to  form  a  State  constitution. 

Sy  peaceful  process  a  suit  in  our  Supreme  Court  might 
^Are  settled  the  Texan  claim  of  boundaries.*  Recourse  to 
^^XKipact,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  feature  of  Clay's  scheme 

•  See  U.  S.  CoDsUtution,  art.  iii.  §  2. 
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for  log-rolling  the  moralities ;  nor  was  that,  perhaps,  an 
fair  solution  of  the  Texan  difficulty,  had  Clay  but  place 
apart  upon  its  separate  pedestal  of  merit.  For  all  that  Te 
blustered  so,  she  feai-ed  the  President,  and  her  disloyal  < 
tumacy  could  be  bought  off.  It  was  the  license  Cong: 
had  given  Texas  in  1845  to  form  new  slave  States  from 
jurisdiction,*  which  led  rebellious  slaveholdei*s  to  broa 
that  jurisdiction  in  new  directions.  The  threats  grew  lot 
and  more  insolent  when  New  Mexico  was  seen  organic 
her  people  on  Freedom's  side  and  sinking  the  old  fed 
equilibrium  to  a  deeper  perdition.  Taylor  maintained  * 
cial  reserve,  but  he  welcomed  none  the  less  those  popi 
omens.  The  same  menaces  which  drove  our  chief  civiU 
to  truckling  stirred  him  to  put  rebellion  down.  He  disli 
the  whole  compromise  of  iniquities,  wished  California's 
mission  granted  upon  its  own  merits,  and  the  integrity 
the  Union  maintained  at  every  hazard.  "  I  would  rath( 
he  said  impetuously  to  Webster,  *  *  have  California  w 
than  bring  in  all  the  territories  on  her  back."  f 

Fellow-slaveholders  from  the  Gulf  States,  men  ^ 
thought  it  sacred  honor  to  band  their  interests  toget] 
tried  to  drive  the  President  from  this  attitude.  At  a  sc 
meeting  held  by  the  Southern  Whigs  of  Congress,  a  c 
mittee  was  appointed  to  remonstrate  with  him,  threateni 
if  need  be,  their  opposition.  J     This  was  about  the  last 

June.     The  delegates  found  him  stubborn,  and  t! 

interview  at  the  White  House  was  a  stormy  < 
Would  he  pledge  himself  to  sign  no  bill  with  the  Wil 
Proviso  in  it?  The  old  warrior  replied  that  he  would  « 
any  constitutional  bill  that  Congress  presented  him.  IS 
they  threatened  to  break  up  the  Union.  ''  Southern  office 
added  one  of  them  "  will  refuse  to  obey  your  orders  if 
send  troops  to  coerce  Texas."  *'  Then,"  responded  Tay 
in  high  excitement,  *'  I  will  command  the  army  in  pers 
and  any  man  who  is  taken  in  treason  against  the  Unio: 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  490. 

t  2  Curtis's  Webster,  473. 

I  2  Claibomo's  Life  of  Quitman,  32,  33. 
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^nll  hang  as  I  did  the  deserters  and  spies  at  Monterey."  * 
The  committee  withdrew  crestfallen ;  for  they  knew  the  gen- 
eral was  inflexible  to  obstinacy  where,  as  in  the  present 
^^ase,  he  believed  himself  right.f     ^'  What  are  you  doing 
witb  that  ^  Omnibus  Bill'  *'?  asked  the  President  of  Hanni- 
W  Hamlin,  a  Democratic  senator  from  Maine,  who  entered 
the  room  as  they  passed  out.     ^  ^  I  believe  the  bill  wrong  in 
principle,  Mr.  Resident,"  was  Hamlin's  reply,  ^^  and  I  am 
^ying  to  do  what  I  can  to  defeat  it."     ^^  Stand  firm,"  said 
^e  IVesident;  ^^  don't  yield;  it  means  disuniou,  and  I  am 
Pruned  to  learn  that  we  have   disunion  men  to  deal  with ; 
<Usanion  is  treason."     And  with  a  blunt  expletive  which  gave 
emphasis  to  his  feelings,  he  added  that  he  would  treat  trait- 
o^B  as  they  deserved.  J 

A  military  force  had  actually  organized  in  Texas  to  in- 
▼«uie  New  Mexico  and  annex  that  territory  by  violence.  To 
^^otinteract  the  design,  Taylor  ordered  Colonel  Monroe  to  be 
i^inforced,  and  directed  that  any  attempt  from  Texas  to 
^^eicise  armed  jurisdiction  should  be  repelled.  §  Crawfoi*d, 
^^e  Secretary  of  War,  whose  leaning  favored  Stephens  and 
Toombs,  his  personal  friends,  was  appalled  when  directed  to 
issue  such  an  order  and  said  he  could  not  sign  it.  ^^  Then," 
»^i<i  Taylor,  firmly,  "  I  will  sign  the  oixler  myself."! 

The  worst  of  civil  collision  and  bloodshed  is,  that  the 
spirit  of  accommodation  may  be  put  to  flight.  And  yet  the 
danger  at  Santa  F^,  the  loss  which  the  Union  might  ap- 
Pi^end  in  ultimate  results,  was  most  likely  exaggerated  by 

•See  2  Weed's  Memoira,  c.  13,  who  states  that  he  went  to  the  White 

^'^^^lae  just  as  these  Soathem  Whigs— Toombs,  Stephens,  and  Clingman 

"""^Oae  out,  and  that  he  foand   the  President  paring  the  room  greatly 

^^'ated,  and  was  informed  by  him  of  the  conversation  which  had  just 

rj^on  place.    See  also  the  present  author's  conversation  with  Hon.  F. 

/^-  Seward  (1890).     Stephens,  in  1876,  denied  through  the  press  that  there 

^*^  been  any  spch  interview,  but  Senator  Hamlin  and  General  Pleasan- 

^*^  <^c»ioborate  Weed's  statement.    See  also  Claiborne's  Quitman,  supra. 

'2  Claiborne's  Quitman,  33.    There  may  have  been  other  Southern  in- 

"■^lews,  for  accounts  differ  on  minor  points. 

t  2  Weed,  c.  13. 

^  ^1>-,  statement  of  General  Pleasanton. 
il  2  Claiborne's  Quitman,  33. 
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the  great  senators  who  so  loftily  measui*ed  their  intellects  <a 

against  Taylor's  downright  common  sense.     Indeed,  when  -^ 

we  consider  the  terrible  conflict  which  it  cost,  years  later,  ^ 

to  vindicate  the  supremacy  of  the  Union,  one  cannot  bot  '^^ 

confess  a  tingling  wish  that,  on  any  fui-ther  provocation  -^^ 

from  Texas,  our  conqueror  of  Buena  Vista  had  taken  the  ^=*^ 

field  and  thrashed  her  and  her  traitorous  alliies  as  they  de-  — ' 

served.     But  while  discipline  would  have  been  salutary,  such  ^^ 

extremities  were  not  likely  to  have  resulted  from  an  attitude  ^^ 

of  national  self-respect  in  this  frontier  dispute.     The  aggree-  — •" 
sors  would  have  had  the  greater  share  of  the  diflScnlty;  ^ 

Texas  would  have  failed  against  Santa  Fe  as  she  had  failed  ^ 
before.     All  that  our  regulars  had  to  do  was  to  stand  on  the  ^ 

defensive  and  uphold  New  Mexico  in  her  autonomy  and  the  ^ 

will  of  her  inhabitants,  until  Congress  acted. 

Here  of  a  sudden  the  dark  curtain  drops  as  the  situation  ^ 

nears  a  climax.     The  hot  July  sun  saw  Congress  still  in  ^ 

angry  vaporing  over   the   new  legacy  of    territo-  "■ 

ries,  and  the  public   business  was  retarded.      In  ^ 

the  Senate  the  sweating  task  was  the  Omnibus  bill ;  in  the  ^ 

House  the  untrammelled  admission  of  California.  A  per- 
emptory letter  reached  the  President  from  the  governor  of 
Texas  asking  to  be  informed  whether  the  resistant  attitude  ' 

of  New  Mexico  had  his  sanction.  Almost  simultaneously 
came  tidings  unofficial  of  Monroe's  proclamation  and  the 
convention  which  was  about  to  form  a  State.  Cass,  in  the 
Senate,  always  ready  to  turn  a  popular  penny  with  the  South, 
ranted  about  military  usurpation  and  proposed  to  cut  Tay- 
lor's New  Mexican  policy  short.  In  the  House  the  Presi- 
dent's enemies  brought  up  the  Galphin  claim.  Each  subject 
was  used  to  weaken  the  President  in  his  course  by  imputing 
personal  dishonor.  Both  Houses  adjourned  over  the  4th, 
on  which  day  the  President  and  his  suite  attended  a  patriotic 
celebration  on  the  ground  whore  tlio  national  monument  was 
begun.  Taylor  never  a<?nin  appeared  in  public.  Impru- 
dent exposure  to  tlie  hot  sun,  foUowed  by  imprudent  diet, 
brought  on  toward  night  an  attack  of  cholera  morbus.     Med- 
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leal  aid  was  not  sammoiied  as  promptly  as  it  should  have 
been,  and  a  life  most  needful  to  the  people  hung  the  next 
cUy  by  a  tiiiread. 

A  messenger  now  arrived  at  the  White  House  with  the 
ooQstitution  which  New  Mexico  had  adopted  in  convention 
on  the  25th  of  May,  setting  the  boundaries  of  that  terri- 
tory as  a  new  State  and  of  course  excluding  slavery.     Tay- 
lor was  ill  in  bed;  but  a  special  cabinet  meeting 
^^as  held  by  night  at  Clayton's  house,  in  which 
tiiftie  majority  agreed   to  stand  by  the  new  State  and  the 
^wishes  of  its  inhabitants  at  all  hazards.     That  was  the  Pres- 
IcSent's  own  desire,   and   a  stirring   message   to  Congress 
'^r^oaid  have  followed.     A  reconstruction  of  the  cabinet  was 
■:k)w  quite  necessary,  for  Crawford's   dissent  was   plainly 
^■^SADifested.      The  Galphin   claim,   moreover,  supplied  its 
^X)ecial  reasons.     WoiTy  and  new  responsibilities  aggravated 
^l:ie  President's  symptoms  which  turned  soon  into  a  fever. 
^^Iven  in  his  sick  chamber  the  old  warrior  had  been  warned 
^jr  Southern  extremists  that  unless  he  took  sides  with  slave 
-■•■:itereat8  they  would  vote  to  censure  him.     They  could  not 
^^^rry  their  point.     On  the  8th  the  House,  adopting 
"•^lie  resolution  of  an  investigating  committee  on  the     ^  ^ 
^^2ft-alphin  daim,  censured  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
**^flected  severely  upon  Crawford ;  a  proposal  to  censure  the 
^^^esident  failed.     It  was  known  the  next  afternoon 
"^tiat  the  President  was  dangerously  ill,  and  both      "  ^ 
^^^ouses  adjourned  in  consequence.     Taylor  died  that  same 
^^vening.     His  last  words  murmured  a  defence  of  motives 
"^^hidi  had  been  outraged  while  he  lay  struggling  for  life; 
•••'I  have  endeavored,"  he  said,  ''  to  do  my  duty." 

Even  those  who  had  lent  a  hand  in  the  torture  felt  sym- 

l>athy  and  respect  for  the  brave  old  man  who  had  died  on 

tile  rack  of  official  responsibility.     No  one  could  now  deny 

"^e  purity   of    his    intentions.      A   second   Whig 

tuneral  went  sadly  forth  from  the  White  House.  ^^^^  ^^' 

L  ^W»  Cass,  Webster  and  Benton  were  together  among  the 

B         pall  bearers.     The  slow  and  solemn  procession  down  Penn- 

) '— 
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tarj  fame.  Plumes  waved  of  various  colors ;  white,  r 
blue,  and  green  marked  the  alternating  costumes  of  militi 
companies  which  filed  with  reversed  arms  to  the  brass  mu 
of  the  dirge.  Chief  among  the  mounted  aimy  oflSc 
towered  the  superb  figure  of  Geueral  Scott,  who  lent  his  i 
onciling  presence  to  these  last  obsequies.  Duncan's  lij 
artillery  was  in  line,  which,  as  tradition  claimed,  fired 
first  cannon  and  the  last  in  the  battles  of  the  Mexican  TV 
And  behind  the  sumptuous  funeral  car  was  led  ^^  old  White 
the  war  horse  of  the  dead  President,  richly  caparisoned, 
with  saddle  empty  and  never  to  be  filled  again.  Other  p 
eants,  which  imitated  this  real  one,  expressed  the  peop 
grief  in  all  the  chief  cities  of  the  Union. 

Zachary  Taylor  was  the  first  of  American  Presidents  wh 
choice  rested  solely  upon  a  military  reputation  disconnec 
altogether  from  civil  pursuits.  And  the  only  errors  of 
administration, — which  after  all,  were  unimpoii;ant, — sho 
be  ascribed  to  his  inexperience  in  public  affairs  and  his 
acquaintance  with  public  men ;  time  would  have  correc 
them  had  he  lived  to  round  out  Lis  term.  His  cabinet  ^ 
not  all  it  should  have  been,  and  while  he  was  on  the  poin 
changing  it  death  intei-vened,  and  the  regret  remains  that 
had  not  changed  it  before.  In  the  higher  aims  of  domes 
as  well  as  foreign  policy,  he  showed  the  best  qualities  of 
administrator ;  being  wi^e,  temperate,  sincere,  honest  as 
day,  more  than  loyal  to  the  Union,  because  he  loved  it  j 
would  have  laid  down  his  life  in  its  defence.  He  was  sin: 
in  habits,  frank  in  manners,  with  a  genuineness  which 
pressed  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him,  and  a  firmn 
that  shunned  no  danger.  Though  not  by  genius  or  hab 
statesman,  he  saw  more  clearly  the  bold  headlands  of  natic 
policy  through  the  mists  that  were  gathering,  than  the  wit 
and  world-renowned  of  our  statesmen  who  scarcely  con 
scended  to  him  and  thought  their  vision  better.  Nor  di< 
take  him  many  months  to  discern  that  what  the  coui 
wished  and  needed  was  not  pacification  nor  the  plans: 
bargain  of  principles,  but  loyal  acquiescence  in  nature  i 
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the  r^t.     A  slayeholder  hinmelf ,  he  yet  felt  that  slavery 

ought  not  to  extend  farther.     A  soldier  of  the  Union,  he 

stood  ready  to  lead  the  Union  forces  in  his  own  person  if  his 

own  section  rebelled,  and  to  poor  out  bis  blood  in  defence  of 

the  flag. 

Personal  example  is,  after  all,  the  greatest  force  which  can 

elevate  or  degrade  a  government ;  and  the  best  of  personal 

examples  is  that  of  honest  patriotism  striving  to  be  right. 

T^aylor,  while  he  lived,  inspired  iirnmess  for  freedom's  cause, 

a.iid  he  was  the  one  man  before  whom  the  false  ideali&ts  of  a 

slave  confederacy  quailed  with  fear.     Naturally,  then,  he 

endeared  himself  to  the  common  people,  and  had  he  lived 

'Uaere  is  little  doubt  that  he  would  have  carried  the  policy  he 

bad  at  heart.     It  was  the  most  practical;  it  depended  the 

l^^ast  upon  assertion  by  Congress.     But  the  key  of  the  terri- 

tXDrial  situation  was  lost  with  the  warrior  who  grasped  it.     The 

SAying  had  long  been  current,  "General  Taylor  never  sur- 

ircnders;"  and  his  first  surrender  was  to  death.     His  last 

skppearance  in  life  was  fitly  on  the  anniversary  of  his  country's 

independence.     His  last  official  act  was  to  proclaim  the  new 

oompact  with  Great  Britain.     That  grim  conqueror,  who  had 

never  checked  his  military  renown,  forbade  him  the  proof  of 

statesmanship,  and  his  monument  must  remain  an  unfinished 

sbsft. 

J 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Section  I. 

period  of  thirty-first  congress. 

July  9,  1850— March  3,  1851. 

Roll  back  the  inevitable  tide  for  ten  years  and  we  may 
estimate  tlie  effect  of  Taylor's  untimely  death  upon  Amer- 
ican politics.  The  man  was  gone  on  whom  freedom's  cause 
depended  ;  there  was  no  leader  of  the  people  left  but  Con- 
gress, and  Congress  was  not  likely  to  resist  long  its  orators. 
And  now  for  a  space  the  marble-propped  chamber  vibrates 
with  funeral  eloquence, — with  silvery  eulogies,  breathing  all 
kindness,  as  the  virtues  of  the  dead  are  recounted,  yet  all 
the  while  hinting  delicately  that  the  orator  himself  would 
have  made  the  better  President  for  times  so  turbulent. 
'*  There  were  circumstances  in  his  death,"  said  Webster, 
mysteriously,  in  deep  and  solemn  tones,  *'so  favorable  for 
his  own  fame  and  character,  so  gratifying  to  all  to  whom  he 
was  most  dear,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  died  fortunately." 
Clay,  later,  paid  his  tribute  to  the  departed  as  ''  an  honest 
man  and  a  brave  man ;  "  but  while  praising  him  for  his 
conduct  of  foreign  affairs,  he  spoke  with  reserve  upon  his 
domestic  administration. 

Both  Webster  and  Clay  deemed  Taylor's  death  opportune 
for  the  welfare  of  the  tl nion.  The  former,  indeed,  pallid 
and  nervous,  expressed  with  private  pen  quite  freely  his 
belief  that  the  country  had  providentially  escaped  the  horrors 
of  civil  war.*  Leading  thus  gently  the  public  mind  from  a 
dead  President,  so  fortunate  and  happy,  yet  afflicted,   as 

*  2  Curtifl'8  Webster,  473. 
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th«y  ooDflidered  it,  with  an  obstinacy  as  peirerse  as  it 
^^as  patriotic,  they  cleared  the  path  for  humble  concession  to 
tbe  traitorous.  Even  Taylor's  military  reputation  began  to 
pale  as  the  patronizing  renown  of  Winfield  Scott,  whom 
1*aylor  had  disliked,  rose  higher.* 

A  second  time  had  the  Whigs  chosen  a  President,  to  be 
baffled  by  the  all-destroyer.      But  no  apostate  succession 
^w-as  to  be  their  present  misfortune.     Millard  Fillmore  was  a 
S^naine  Whig  as  well  as  a  wise,  upright,  and  incoiTuptible 
at^atesman.     His   experience   with   public   affairs,    and  his 
knowledge  of  public  men,  were  far  more  extensive  than  Tay- 
lor had  brought  to  the  chief  magistracy.     He  loved  the  Union 
9kM3d  was  devoted  to  its  welfare.     And  besides  all  this,  his 
^Uuier  convictions  were  anti-slavery ;  he  bad  been  nursed  and 
l>voaght  up  in  that  quarter  of  an  agitating  State  where  agi' 
^^^tion  rocked  hardest.     For  all  this,  Fillmore's  training,  his 
'^'Cftmperament,  was  that  of  a  civilian,  not  bold  but  prudent. 
I  diaposition  was  conservative ;  be  could  not  create ;  he 
rsB  one  who  at  all  times  would  rather  make  terms  than  face 
enemy.     And  more  than  this  he  appreciated  the  immense 
difference  in  popular  strength  between  an  elected  President 
«kXid  an  accidental  one, — between  an  Executive  who  could 
f  sace  slaveholders  as  one  of  their  own  class,  and  an  Executive 
^k^ainst  whom  slavery  would  fork  its  tongue  as  an  intruder. 
AAen  who  dared  not  more  than  to  threaten  the  one,  would 
liiave  opposed,  perhaps  impeached,  tliwarted  in  every  way, 
-Uie  other.     Fillmore,  then,  was  easily  swayed  by  Webster, 
C^lay,  and  all  the  temporizing  influences  of  the  Whig  party. 
jS'or  should  we  fail  to  recall  Fillmore's  long  strife  with  Seward 
Tax  predominance  in  their  common  State  and  neighborhood, 
l^ith  his  lurking  Jealousy  of  the  rival  who  had  diverted  a 
ttliaie  of  local  patronage  and  outstripped  him  so  quickly  in 
favor  at  the  White  House,  there  is  little  doubt  that  dunng 
^e  splendid  debate  to  which  he  was  a  silent  listener,  the 
nun  who  presided  over  the  Senate  bad  been  drifting,  almost 

*  See  2  Scott's  Memoiis. 
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anoonscioosly,  into  the  current  of  time-serving  trace.  8< 
true  is  it  that  under  our  sjBtem  the  Yice-PreBident  incline 
to  become  an  attractor  of  counter-influences  with  the  parij 

It  did  not  take  Seward  long  to  discover  that  his  service 
as  privy  counsellor  were  at  an  end.  His  first  interview  wit] 
the  promoted  President  found  the  latter  embarrassed,  pei 
plexed,  unconfiding.  To  his  advice  that  all  the  old  cabinc 
should  be  retained,  or  those,  rather,  like  Clayton,  Ewing 
and  Collamer,  whose  standing  was  uninjured,  and  who  wishe 
to  stay,  Fillmore  gave  no  favorable  sign.  Clay's  advice,  i 
fact,  soon  sliaped  the  new  council  board.* 

Unlike  the  precedent  of  Hardson's  death,  this  instanc 
was  the  first  in  which  the  Presidential  oflSce  happened  t 
devolve  while  Congress  or  even  the  Senate  was  in  sessfoii 
On  the  day,  therefore,  after  Taylor  died,  Millar 
Fillmore  qualified  in  the  Representatives'  Hall,  i 
presence  of  the  members  of  both  branches ;  Judge  Crane 
of  the  circuit  court  administering  the  oath  of  office  at  th 
clerk's  desk.  The  Senate  and  high  officers  of  State  the 
retired ;  and  later  in  the  day  a  message  of  condolence  froi 
the  new  President,  which  was  read  in  both  Houses,  served  t 
preface  the  brief  and  touching  eulogies  pronounced  upoi 
Fillmore's  predecessor. 

Following  the  example  set  in  1841,  all  the  members  of  th 
Whig  cabinet  now  tendered  their  resignations  to  the  ne^ 
President;  at  whose  request,  however,  they  remained  lonj 
enough  for  him  to  make  up  his  own  administration.  Thi 
took  less  than  a  week,  and  Fillmore's  list  was  at  once  con 
firmed  by  the  Senate,  which  had,  in  the  meantime,  chosei 
William  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  its  president  pro  tern.  111 
list  comprised  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts 
siptembBF.^^^^^^^^y  of  State ;  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  Sec 
retary  of  the  Treasury  ;  James  A.  Pearce,  of  Mar^ 
land.  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  Edward  Bates,  of  Missouri 
Secretary  of  War ;  William  A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina 
Secretary  of  the  Navy;  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky 

*  Seward  M8S. 
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Attomey-Greneral ;  and  Nathan  K.    Hall,  of  New  York, 
Bostmaster-General.     Of  these  Webster,  Corwin,  Graham, 
C^ttenden,  and  Hall,  accepted  oflBce  and  promptly  qualified. 
IVaroe  and  Bates  declined ;  the  one  preferring  his  present 
place  in  the  Senate,  and  the  other  the  independence  of  private 
station.     To  the  Interior  Department  Thomas  M.  T.  Mc- 
Kennan,  of  Pennsylvania,  once  a  member  of  the  House,  was 
next  appointed,   but  resigned  very   speedily   from   feeble 
health,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  one 
of  Clay's  devoted  friends,  succeeding  him.     The  ^^  ™ 
^Var  Department  was  filled  about  the  middle  of  August  by 
Obarles  M.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  a  Whig  representative. 

Not  one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  late  President  was  re- 
t^^ined  in  the  service.  These  shifted  for  themselves  as  best 
^bey  might.  Ewing  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  at  once 
tJ^e  seat  which  Corwin  vacated  in  the  Senate.  Clayton  for 
^be  third  time  joined  that  familiar  body  in  less  than  a  year, 
^>ijd  was  senator  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Collamer  was  not 
ic^  oational  politics  again  for  some  years,  but  Vermont 
S^ve  him  a  seat  in  the  State  Judiciary.  Meredith  and  Rev- 
^rdy  Johnson  found  consolation  in  the  briefs  and  retainers 
^^T  dientB,  more  lucrative  than  ever.  Meredith  disappeared 
^I'om  public  life;  and  as  for  Crawford  and  Preston,  they 
^i*X)pped  into  permanent  obscurity.  The  late  Secretary  of 
"W^ar  invited  Congress  to  make  good  its  censure  by  instituting 
5*  suit  to  recover  what  had  been  paid  him  on  the  Galphin 
dsum ;  but  that  was  never  done. 

Fillmore's   cabinet  was  most  probably  the   dictation  of 
CJlay.     Able  and   illustrious   advisers  were  these,  less  in- 
<x>iigraous  as  a  whole  than  those   they  supplanted.     Tay- 
lor had  been  much   stronger  than   liis  own  cabinet;  but 
these  men,  if  not  stronger  than  their  President,  encircled 
bim  at  least  with   a  solid  wall.     It  was   a  Union-loving 
and  a  Union-saving   administration;    fully  committed   by 
this  time  to  that  conservative  emblem  of  a  great  republic 
wWch  presented  freedom  and  slavery  as  inseparably  bound 
np  together,  like  the  axe  and  rods  of  the  Roman  lictors. 
Crittenden  himself,  though  loyal  to  his  new  hero  while  thQ 
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latter  lived,  and  conBtaDt  in  urging  his  disgusted  Southern 
friends  to  '^  stand  by  old  Zach/'  had  those  Southern  instincts 
which  taught  him,  like  Clay,  to  pacify  with  the  idea  of  gain- 
ing something  for  his  section.*  The  dominating  spirit  of 
the  new  cabinet,  of  course,  was  Webster,  and  Webster  by 
this  time  was  the  Ajax  Telamon  of  Northern  compromisers. 
Whether  conscious  or  unconscious  of  a  terrible  mistake,  he 
had  ere  this  committed  himself  fully  to  the  substance  of 
Clay's  pending  measures.  He  was  in  deadly  earnest  to 
crush  out  what  he  considered  the  rebellious  spirit  of  Fi*ee 
Soilers.  '^  Abolitionism,"  he  had  derided  again  and  again 
in  his  latest  speeches  in  the  Senate,  making  no  clear  effort 
to  distinguish  loyal  and  legitimate  opposition  to  slave  ex- 
pansion, as  he  should  have  done.  It  was  a  fatal  poison  to 
instil  into  Southern  minds,  that  all  anti-slavery  sentiment, 
was  of  tlie  incendiary  kind  that  the  Garrisonians  openly 
avowed  in  their  dangerous  and  disloyal  speeches.  Webster 
had  followed  up  his  reproof  of  Massachusetts  upon  the  fugi- 
tive slave  issue  by  a  letter  to  Newbui-yport  citizens  whichj 
argued  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the- 
United  States  requiring  a  jury  to  pass  upon  the  identity  ofl 
a  captured  negrcf  He  insisted,  against  Seward  and  others^ 
upon  the  perpetual  obligation  Congress  was  under  to  adnii0 
such  uew  slave  States  as  might  be  carved  out  of  Texas^ 
He  cast  aside  all  Northern  and  free  State  prepossessions- 
*'I  mean  to  stand  upon  the  Constitution,"  he  said,  on  ths 
Senate  floor  just  before  entering  the  new  cabinet 
"  I  need  no  other  platform;  I  shall  know  but  on^ 
country.  The  ends  I  aim  at  shidi  be  my  country's,  my  God's  - 
and  truth's.  I  was  born  an  American,  I  shall  die  an  Amer' 
ican ;  and  I  intend  to  perform  the  duties  incumbent  upoia 
me  in  that  character  to  the  end  of  my  career.'*  "  No  man,** 
he  added,  with  a  martyr's  emphasis,  *'  can  suffer  too  much-i 
and  no  man  can  fall  too  soon,  if  he  suffer  or  if  he  fall  in  de-? 
fence  of   the  liberties  and  constitution  of  his  country. "Z 

•  1  Coleman's  Crittenden,  ^^69. 

t  Horace  Mann,  in  the  press,  joined  issue  with  Weheter  on  this  point 

I  5  Webster's  Works,  437. 
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Those  were  the  last  words  ever  spoken  in  Congress  by  the 
most  splendid  of  all  its  orators. 

The  composition  of  this  new  Whig  cabinet  pointed  to  the 
essential   adoption    of   Clay's   conciliatory  policy,   after  so 
many  months  of  absorbing  discussion.     A  delegate 
chosen  from  New  Mexico  asked  admission  to  the 
floor,  bnt  the  House  refused  its  assent ;  and  a  delegate  from 
**De8eret"  was  in  like  manner  excluded.     Winthrop  left  the 
Hoase  for  the  Senate   chamber,  appointed  to  fill  the  seat 
which  Webster  had  vacated.     The  House  still  dallied  with 
its  California  bill,  waiting,  with  uncertainty,  for  the  Senate 
to  take  the  lead.     But  though  compromise  was  surely  in  the 
air,  the  Senate  felt  something  of  the  stubborn  Buena  Vista 
spirit  when  the  time  for  action  came  ;  and  Clay's  "  Omnibus," 
^th  its  huddling  and  humiliating  load  of  uncongenial  proj- 
^ts,  was  first  of  all  upset.     Amendment  after  amendment 
having  been   adopted,  the   disfigured  bill  was  on 
^e  last  day  of  July  stripped  nidely  of  the  sections 
i^athig  to  California  and  New  Mexico ;  and  then  passed  by 
32  to  18  as  a  nake<l  bill  to  provide  a  territorial  government 
For  Utah,  and  nothing  more.     On  the  very  next 
^.V  the  bill,  which  had  been  so  long  laid  aside,  for    ^^'^ 
tJie  admission  of  California,  was  made  the  special  order  of 
tte  Senate  by  a  large  majority.* 

Clay  felt  very  keenly  the  wreck  of  his  "Omnibus  Bill,** 
^or  he  feared  that  the  whole  scheme  of  compromise  had  gone 
to  pieces  with   it.     He  had  hoped  much  from  an  admin- 
istration  working   zealously   on   his   side.     "  My  relations 
with  Mr.  Fillmore  are  perfectly  friendly  and  confidential," 
b€  wrote  in  August. f     Still  Congress  was  skittish  and  re- 
calcitrant, refusing  the  bridle.     In  his  appeal  to  the  Senate 
before  the  vote  was  taken,  and  once  more  on  the  day  after 
the  voting  came  out  so  disastrously,  Clay's  bngle  rang  its 
clearest  notes.     His  health,  to  bo  sure,  was  feeble  and  fail- 
wg.    For  six  months  with  tottering  steps,  he  had  dragged 

^CoDgreasional  Globe. 
t  Clay's  Priv.atti  Correspondence. 
VOL.  v.— 13 
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Us  limbs  up  the  stone  staircase  and  across  the 
.  leaning  on  the  arm  of  some  chance  friend,  and  the 
the  floor,  day  after  day,  to  bear  up  the  cause  of 
harmony ;  answering  petulant  objections ;  pleading, 
ulating,  ever  beseeching  members  to  lay  aside  their 
differences.  However  doubtful  the  wisdom  of  b 
policy,  no  one  could  question  his  uoble  and  patri< 
pose.  His  old  dictatorial  spirit  was  carefully  re^ 
gone  was  all  selfish  ambition.  So  little  pride  of  opt 
he  shown  in  the  long  debate  that  he  had  sacrific 
weakly,  too — his  preferences  for  free  territory,  ai 
concession  after  concession  to  the  defenders  of  sli 
the  sake  of  coaxing  them  to  loyalty.  But  with 
fervent  belief  that  his  new  plan  meant  ^^  the  re 
the  Union,"  he  felt  conscious  that  he  had  stoopec 
quer.  And  now  flashed  forth  in  his  speech  th( 
the  alternative  which  so  many  of  his  fellow-sla\ 
seemed  mad  enough  to  provoke.  Some  had  sp 
hoisting  the  standard  of  secession  ;  of  going  with  tl 
State  as  country  enough  for  them.  *'  Even  if  it 
own  State,**  responded  Clay,  with  eyes  suffused  wit 
*'  even  if  my  own  State  lawlessly,  coutrai*y  to  h 
shduld  raise  tlie  standard  of  disunion  against  the  rt 
the  Union,  I  would  go  against  her ;  1  would  go  ag 
Kentucky,  much  as  I  love  her."  '*Tf,  after  all 
occurred,"  he  resumed,  when  the  Omnibus  Bill  hac 
down,  "any  one  State,  or  the  people  of  any  Stat( 
to  place  themselves  in  military  array  against  the  go> 
of  the  Union,  I  am  for  trying  the  strength  of  the 
ment."  Aud  in  this  strain  he  proceeded  while  the 
broke  out  in  spontaneous  applause,  which  was  check( 
instant  by  the  officers,  aud  then  repeated.* 

Gay  left  the  stifliug  capital,  dejected  and  worn 
sought  to  repair  his  health  at  the  seashore.  But 
words  left  a  memorable  impression,  and  while  he 
sent,  with  no  lead  but  that  from  the  White  House,  i 

•  Congressional  Globe  ;  2  Schurz^s  Clay,  355-360. 
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soon  carried  the  compromise  measui'es  in  separate  frag- 
ments. Majorities,  differently  composed,  could  be  had  for 
each  separate  bill.  Many  were  disposed  to  concoct  a  com- 
pact who  stood  somewhat  upon  points  of  pride ;  they  did 
jot  wish  to  be  takeu,  as  it  were,  by  the  throat.  The  main 
point,  then,  was  to  bring  all  the  crucial  measures  about  the 
same  time  to  the  goal  of  the  Presidential  signature. 
While  the  Senate  discussed  the  bill  for  admitting  ^^^^^^' 
California,  Foote,  who  was  now  coming  round  to  the  Union 
side,  offered  an  amendment  that  the  new  State  should  not 
exercise  her  jurisdiction  over  territory  south  of  the  parallel 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  This,  after  debate,  was 
negatived;  and  so,  too,  were  various  other  proposals  for 
yielding  part  of  the  soil  to  pollution.  All  efforts  thus  failing 
to  hinder  or  restrain,  the  bill  for  admitting  California  into 
the  Union  as  a  State  with  the  boundaries  and  free  charter  of 
her  own  choice,  passed  the  Senate  on  the  13th  of  August.* 
The  next  day  a  menacing  protest  was  offered  in  that  body 
against  the  broken  equilibrium  of  slave  and  free  States.  It 
was  signed  by  ten  Southern  Senators  among  whom  were 
Atchison,  Jefferson  Davis,  Soule,  and  both  the  senators  from 
Virginia,  South  Carolina  and  Florida.  The  Senate  refused  to 
receive  that  document  and  the  bUl  went  to  the  House. f 

Upon  the  Texas  boundary  conflict,  the  Senate  had  acted 
&  few  days  before,  spurred  by  a  special  message  from 
l^ident  Fillmore  I  which  informed  Congress  that  the  gov- 
cnior  of  Texas  had  convened  the  State  legislature,  with  the 
porpose,  apparently,  of  talcing  summary  occupation  of  the 
^uted  country.  Force  must  be  repelled  by  force,  he 
^ded,  unless  the  general  government  confronts  the  State 
^th  friendly  proposals.  Upon  this  hint  Pearce  hurriedly 
<>ffered  a  bill  to  aid  the  new  policy  of  the  cabinet  which  ho 
^  declined  to  enter.  It  passed  the  Senate  quickly  on  the 
^tii  of  August ;  the  vote  standing  30  to  20,  with  Benton  on 

*  By  a  vote  of  33  to  18.    Bell,  Benton,  and  Houston  joined  the  free- 
^'ate  senatoiB  in  voting  for  it. 
t  Congreflsional  Globe. 
I  ]>a(ed  August  6th. 
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the  n^ative  side.  The  boundary  it  proposed  cut  down 
New  Mexico  more  thau  Clay  had  inteuded  and  offered  Texas 
a  round  $10,000,000  besides,  to  relinquish  her  claims  apon 
the  rest  of  the  territory.* 

Two  of  the  great  subjects  conjoined  in  the  Omnibus  Bill 
being  thus  disposed  of,  the  bill  was  taken  up  for  establiBh- 
ing  a  territorial  government  in  New  Mexico.  Chase's  amend- 
ment was  lost  which  proposed  to  apply  the  Wilmot  Proviso, 
and  on  the  Idth  the  bill  finally  passed,  with  the  slavery  op- 
tion clause  which  Soule  had  presented.  The  territory  might 
be  subdivided  any  time  at  the  discretion  of  Congress,  and 
when  admitted,  any  State  formed  out  of  the  territory  should 
be  received  into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery  as  her 
constitution  should  then  prescribe.  The  Utah  bill,  that 
last  remnant  of  the  Omnibus,  had  been  similarly  expressed. 
Now  came  the  fugitive  slave  bill,  taken  up  on  tie  lOtii  and 
passed  on  the  26th  in  a  thin  chamber  by  more  than  two  to 
one.  The  slaveholding  side,  in  solid  phalanx,  resisted  such 
amendments  as  the  North  most  wished  to  tack  to  that  bUl* 
The  arrested  negro  was  denied  the  benefit  of  a  jury  trial' 
free  colored  seamen,  citizens  from  the  North,  imprisoned  ^^ 
Southern  ports  could  have  no  redress. | 

These  "  compromise  bills"  wont  one  by  one  to  theHous^' 
which  had  meantime  moved  neither  backward  nor  forward* 
First  in  order  came  the  bill  which  offered  indemnity  to  Te^^' 
At  the  prospect  of  millions  of  the  United  States  money^  ^ 
an  inducement  for  laying  aside  civil  war,  the   scrip  of  tU^ 
costly  State  which  had  risen  within  a  few  weeks  from  10  P^ 
cent  to  50,  would,  in  case  the   bill  passed,  advance  in   ^^^ 
market  to  par.     A  large  lobby  gathered  in  consequence    ^ 
the  capitol,  and  Texas  securities  were  said  to  be  held    ^- 
members  of  Congress  and  by  government  officials,  high  ^^' 
low.  J     The  struggle  here  was  desperate  ;    but  after  two  3^^ 


♦Clay  had  orginally  intended  offorinj^  tliat  sum   to  Texas,  but    * 

mrtiinf.    xxraa  nnt.  mant.inriAH  in  thft  C^mnihnn  nill     fnr    fptAV  it   xrnnlH  n%'*^ 


amount  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Omnibus  Bill   for  fear  it  would  c^* 
stock  speculations.    2  Schurz's  Clay,  161. 

t  Congressional  Globe. 

I  2  Schurz's  Clay,  363. 
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oesaive  defeats  the  bill  was  carried  September  6th  by  ten 
majority,  with  the  territorial  bill  for  New  Mexico 
tacked  to  it.  The  Senate  concurring  in  three  days, 
the  doubled  bill  went  to  tlie  President.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  end.  On  the  8th  of  September  the  California 
admission  bill  and  the  Utah  territorial  bill  passed  the  House 
ordeal  unchanged.  On  one  and  the  same  day,  the  9th,  Presi- 
dent Fillmore  approved  these  three  bills,  and  the  Omnibus 
was  recreated.*  The  fugitive  slave  bill  went  through  the 
House  in  blushing  and  uneasy  acquiescence.  Fillmore's 
hand,  on  the  18th,  was  set  to  that  measure  aIso,t  and  signed 
his  death  warrant  as  a  statesman.  The  slaughter  of  the 
shambles  was  completed,  and  Congress  emerged  into  the 
light  of  day.  All  of  the  programme  was  now  carried  out 
which  Clay's  resolutions  had  proposed  seven  months  and 
more  ago, — all  but  the  reciprocal  grace  to  anti-slavei-y  senti- 
ment which  interdicted  the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  before 
the  eyes  and  nostrils  of  national  and  free  State  legislators. 
So  far  from  approaching  the  abolition  of  slavery  at  the  capital 
by  such  a  concession,  the  Senate  could  muster  but  five  votes 
in  favor  of  buying  at  a  good  price  the  freedom  of  these  slaves, 
^hose  aristocratic  masters  let  them  out  to  work,  like  stable- 
-keepers, and  pocketed  their  wages.  Southern  extremists 
^onld  not  have  conceded  Clay's  little ;  but  the  orator,  once 
Q^ore  in  his  seat,  carried  the  point  by  his  eloquent  rhetoric, 
besides  magnifying  it  to  much.  A  bill  which  deigned  to  sup- 
press all  slave  trade  in  the  District,  so  as  to  spare  Northern 
^mpunctions,  passed  both  Houses  and  became  a  law  ten  days 
before  Congress  adjourned,  ^  lagging  in  the  rear  of  those 
^ther  compromise  measures  which  the  President's  pen  had 
approved  already. 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  30th  of  September,  after  one 
^f  the  longest  and  most  contentious  sessions  on  record. 
It  was  a  session  of  compromise  and  little  else ;  of  death, 
official  succession,  and  reversed  policies,  which  bore  up  or 

*  XT.  8.  Stats,  at  Large,  cs.  49-^1. 

t  Ib.c.eO. 

t  U.  8.  StotB.  at  Large,  c.  63;  Sept.  20,  1850. 
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bore  down  the  divided  feelings  of  a  legislature.  Nothing  : 
Important  up  to  Taylor's  death  had  passed,  but  the  census  -i 
act ;  nothing  important  was  laid  now  before  his  successor  for  ' 
approval  but  the  measures  which  made  up  this  new  sectional  J 
compact. 

Clay,  whose  public  labors  now  shaped  toward  a  tranquil  . 
close,  carried  home  for  the  recess  a  deep  conviction  that  he  ^ 
had  accomplished  a  great  and  lasting  work  for  the  reconcil-  - 
ment  of  his  beloved  Union.     And  never  had  his  surpassing  z 
skill  as  pacificator  been  put  forth  with  success  so  signal,  or* 
when   passions   surged   so  heavily.     He  had  pacified  as  a« 
Southern  man ;  but  upon  Northern  citizens  now  rested  the  ^ 
chief  burden  of  carrying  the  plan  into  practical  execution. 
The   responsible  weight  of  fulfilling  the   bargain,  with  its^ 
thankless  components,  fell  upon  a  fortuitous  administration, 
and,  in  particular,  upon  those  two  men  of  anti-slavery  ante-  - 
cedents,  President  Fillmore  and  Daniel  Webster.     The  one  - 
had  the  odium  of  executing,  the  other  of  defending  a  league  ^ 
which,  in  imagination  only,  was  a  final  and  irrevocable  com- 
pact.    Webster,  i?sith  his  grand  gifts  of  thought  and  oratory, 
had  henceforth  to  harness  down  his  intellect  to  crushing  out . 
the  moral  resistance  in  bis  State  and  section  that  he  had 
once  heartily  shared.     The  plea  for  the  new  conservative  re- 
action, which  for  the  rest  of  his  life  he  had  to  sustain,  was 
the  safety  of  the  Union ;   its  folly,  nevertheless,  in  supposing 
that  modern  civilization  could  overspread  this  vast  continent 
and  yet  remain  pent  up,  not  so  much  by  a  constitution  im- 
mutable, as  by  that  lesser  and  weaker   barrier  of  statutes 
immutable. 

First  in  order  was  to  buy  off  Texas  from  despoiling  our 
possessions  in  New  Mexico.  Governor  BelFs  overbearing, 
threatening  letter  to  President  Taylor  was  unanswered  at  the 
latter's  death.  The  new  President  hastened  to 
'  countermand  all  military  orders  of  his  predecessor, 
while  Webster,  in  a  politic  strain,  softened  down  to  humility, 
assured  the  governor  that  the  Executive  disavowed  all  pur- 
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poee  to  interfere  while  the  compromise  measares  were  pending 
in  CoDgress.  Quitman,  the  governor  of  Mississippi,  had 
pledged  himself  to  join  Texas  in  any  emergency  of  arms. 
**  Hold  out  in  claiming  New  Mexico,"  was  the  purport  of  his 
advice  while  Pearce's  bill  occupied  Congress.  "  I  regard  ic 
as  worse  than  Fillmore's  bayonets,  because  it  is  no  better 
than  a  bribe." 

At  this  juncture,  the  governors  of  Mississippi  and  South 
Carolina  were  concerting  measures  for  summoning  a  new 
convention  of  the  slave  States  which  should  pro- 
claim  secession.     Mississippi  was  to  be  put  forward, 
with  Georgia,  if  possible,  to  aid  her,  while  South  Carolina, 
whose  rebellious  leadership  might  prejudice  the  cause,  was 
to  bring  up  the  rear.     There  was  no  remedy,  they  agreed, 
bnt  secession;  the  slaveholding  States  already  occupied  a 
position  of  '*  degredation  and  inequality."  ♦    Quitman  accord- 
ingly convened  the  Mississippi  legislature  in  extra  session  to 
consider  the  subject,  and  in  a  fiery  message  pro- 
claimed  that  nnless  Congress  halved  California  for  ^^^^ 
the  benefit  of  slavery  and  gav§  new  guarantees,  "  prompt 
and  peaceable  secession  *'  should  be  the  recourse.     The  leg- 
islature  refused,    however,    to   hasten    conclusions   beyond 
calling  a  convention  of  the  people  to  meet  some  ten  months 
hence.     Governor   Seabrooke,   in    December,  met 
the  Palmetto  legislature  with  a  message  in  Quit- 
man's vein, — muskets,    rifles,    foundries,    and   brass    field- 
pieces,  made  the  swelling  theme.     The  time,  he  says,  has 
arrived  "  to   resume   the    exercise   of   the  powers  of  self- 
protection  which,  in  the  hour  of  unsuspecting  confidence,  we 
surrendered  to  foreign  hands."    But  here  once  more  the  legis- 
lature hesitated,   and,  pending  action,  Seabrooke's  term  of 
oflSce  expired,  t 

Other  Southern  Executives  were  loud-mouthed,  and  quite 
a  strong  current  was  visible  which  tended  to  disunion. 
"nothing  but  the  hope  of  having  now  settled  forever  all 
station  of  the  slavery  question,**  said  Governor  Floyd  of 

*  2  CUibome'8  Quitman,  36  et  wq, 
1 2  Claibome'a  Quitman,  36  et  9eq. 
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Vii^ginia,  '^  can  reconcile  the  South  to  the  compromise  meas- 
nres ;  should  this  hope  fail,  the  South  must  unite  for  self- 
preservation."  It  was  the  failure  to  unite,  in  fact,  which, 
more  than  anything  else,  caused  the  present  panic  move- 
ment to  subside.  South  Carolina  honored  the  shade  of  her 
departed  Calhoun;  a  statue  ordered  from  Powers,  our 
American  sculptor,  suffered  shipwreck  on  its  way  from  Italy, 
was  rescued  and  then  set  up.  In  the  town  of  Greenville  a 
public  meeting  was  held  at  which  Memminger,  a  rising 
politician,  urged  a  confederacy  of  the  Southern  States; 
"and  if  this  cannot  be  had,"  he  added,  excitedly,  '*then 
let  South  Carolina  secede  and  stand  on  her  own  rights,  trust- 
ing the  issue  to  Almighty  Ood."  His  audience  applauded 
to  the  echo,  and  so  did  the  Palmetto  press,  but  the  cooler  senti- 
ment of  the  South  pronounced  co-operation  indispensable. 
And  it  soon  appeared  that  co-operation  under  present  con- 
_        ,     ditions  was  impossible.     Louisiana,  Alabama,  and 

DdCtimDAi' 

Florida,  among  the  Gulf  States,  took  no  precipitate 
step ;  the  border  States  remained  strongly  loyal ;  and  even 
Georgia,  whose  State  convention  in  December  gave  the  re- 
sistants  some  hope,  soon  back  recoiled.  In  that  keystone 
State  of  the  pro-slavery  arch,  Howell  Cobb,  Toombs,  and 
Stepliens,  all  fully  won  over  by  Harry  Clay,  led  the  Union- 
ists presently  to  victory;  not,  however,  upon  the  issue  of 
unconditional,  but  of  conditional  loyalty.  If  the  North 
would  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the  new  compact,  execute 
faithfully  the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  put  down  agitation, 
the  South  would  continue  to  live  with  it  fraternally.  Such, 
too,  was  the  equivocal  expression  in  most  other  cotton 
States ;  and  the  evil  presage  of  this  national  compromise  of 
1850  was  in  spreading  the  vaunt  that  the  slave  section  had 
shown  generosity  in  not  taking  up  arms,  as  it  might  lawfully 
have  done. 

A  new  Nashville  convention  which   adjourned  in  Novem- 
ber put  forth  the  dogmatic  assumption  that  any  State  bad 

the  right  to  secede.  Clay,  a  few  days  earlier,  had 
November.  j  ^ 

visited  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  upon  its  invita- 
tion, to  expound  and  glorify  the  new  plan  of  concord  which 


I.  SOUTHERN  DISUNION  SUBSIDES.  201 

gress  had  adopted.  ^^  When,"  asked  one  of  his  audi- 
,  ^' would  you  conseat  tx>  a  dissolution  of  the  Union?" 
ever!"  was  Clay's  response;  "for  no  possible  con- 
ency  can  I  perceive  which  would  make  disunion  desir- 
.  I  will  yield,  if  Congress  ever  usurps  the  power  to 
Ish  slavery  in  the  States  where  it  exists ;  but  I  am  sure 
11  never  do  so."  Clay's  ultimatum  was  a  safe  one,  and 
al  certainly  for  a  slaveholder ;  but  few  men  of  younger 
ition  in  this  Southern  section  would  have  replied  as  he 

)r  the  present,  at  least,  secession's  guns  were  spiked. 
AS,  by  her  legislative  action  on  the  price  which  Congress 
offered  for  quiet  possession  of  the  New  Mexican  ienri- 
,  completed  the  dismay  of  that  disunion  spirit,  which 
ton,  of  the  late  cabinet,  pledged  himself  in  a  public 
ch  at  home,  could  never  have  gained  headway  had  Pres- 
t  Taylor's  wise  and  sagacious  policy  been  carried  out. 
legislature  of  the  Lone  Star  State  met  at 
tin,  November  18th,  and  within  a  single  week 
1  for  accepting  the  new  settlement  of  boundary  passed 
branches  with  scarcely  a  dissentient  vote  and  received 
governor's  approval.* 

le  North  had  humiliations  and  struggles  of  her  own 
reference  to  this  new  immutable  compact.  Nor  took 
ig  to  discern  that  the  new  fugitive  slave  act,  which 
bern  Unionists  seemed  to  think  the  golden  link  of  loy- 
was,  from  the  opposite  standpoint  the  most  damnable 
le  chain.  It  was  not,  perhaps,  the  weakest;  for  that, 
lore  remote  consequences,  was  the  new  principle  now 
ted  upon  tho  territories,  whereby  Congress,  not  content 
nait  qiiiotly  the  Wilmf)t  Proviso,  expressly  abnegated  its 
ts  of  guardianship  and  left  freedom  and  slavery  to  an- 
)mze  to  the  en<l.  The  mischief  of  that  new  principle  was 
apparent  for  years,  but  that  of  the  fugitive  slave  act  was 
pable  at  once.     Clay  warned  his  Kentucky  friends,  and 

•  9  U.  S.  Stats,  at  Large,  1005. 
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sensibly  enough,  that  under  this  new  act  the  South  woulc 
not  get  back  all  its  fugitives,  but  that  with  disunion  it  woul<] 
recover  not  one.  Drafted  by  a  haughty  Vii-giuian,  this  nen 
act  was  made  revolting  in  the  last  degree  to  free-State  pridi 
jind  then  pronounced  unchangeable.  It  put  the  whole  slave- 
catching  machinery  under  the  active  charge  of  Federal  mar 
shals  and  Federal  commissioners,  clothing  the  latter  will 
absolute  judicial  functions  over  the  liberty  of  human  beings 
The  process  to  be  invoked  was  secret  and  summary ;  then 
could  be  no  jury  trial  upon  the  question  of  identity  ;  the  de 
fendant's  own  testimony  was  not  admissible  against  th( 
claimant  of  ownership  ;  and  any  person  hindering  the  arrest 
attempting  to  rescue,  aiding  to  escape,  or  even  harboring 
the  supposed  fugitive,  was  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment 
Good  citizens  were  '^  commanded"  to  lend  their  aid,  am 
the  marshal  was  liable  for  the  full  value  of  a  slave  wh< 
escaped  from  his  custody.*  If  the  older  act  of  1793  shrunl 
under  the  meridian  light  of  the  nineteenth  century,  this  ne^ 
one,  which  replaced  it,  was,  to  minds  not  habituated  to  slavi 
institutions,  like  stepping  backwards  to  Draconism.  Th< 
whole  process,  the  whole  offensive  invasion  of  free  States  bi 
the  slave  hunters,  in  brutal  defiance  of  local  authorities  anc 
local  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  imminent  risk  of  kidnapping 
free  colored  citizens  under  one  pretext  or  another  aud  en 
slaving  them,  touched  Northern  sentiment  on  that  most  sen 
sitive  point  in  both  sections — State  pride  ;  perha[)s  no  mon 
confiding  process  could  have  compassed  the  ends  whicl 
slaveholders  had  in  view,  but  it  was  inhuman  for  all  that 
ind  scarcely  within  the  full  shelter  of  the  Federal  constitu 
tion. 

Hardly,  indeed,  had  this  new  law  been  promulgated  fo 
consigning  free  soil  to  a  human  hunting-ground  before  ex 
citing  meetings  were  held  in  northern  centres  t 
September- protest  against  it.  Over  one  of  the  more  moderat 
December,  gatherings  in  Boston,  presided  the  venerable  Josial 
Quincy.     Colored  fugitives  in  the  free  States  who  had  beei 

•  Act  Sept.  18,  1850,  c.  60. 
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training  to  become  good  citizens  fled  in  fright  across  the 
borders  to   Canada.      And  while   slave   masters  bestirred 
themselyes  to  clink  the  fetters  where  compact  gave  them  a 
solenm  right  to  do  so,  the  citizens  of  free  States  showed  a 
SQllen  and  refractory  disposition.     The  first  arrest  of  the 
kind  appears  to  have  been  made  in  New  Yorlt  city,  where  a 
negro  who  had  lived  there  two  yeai^  was  torn  from  his  family 
and  taken  back  to  Baltimore.     He  was  seized  and  carried 
off  too  quickly  for  forcible  opposition ;  but  a  popular  sub- 
scription purchased  the  poor  fellow's  freedom,  and  he  re- 
torned  rejoicing.     In  Detroit  the  same  happy  sequel  followed 
a  riot  so  violeut,  when  the  marshal  put  process  in  force,  that 
a  detachment  of  regulars  had  to  assist.     Boston,  the  hot- 
bed of  abolitionism,  felt  the  screws  applied  in  mid-     .^. 
winter ;  but  the  result  turned  out  differently.     One  February 
of  the  negro  community  of  that  city,  a  man  known 
as  Shadrach,  was  seized   in   vindication   of   the  law ;    but 
while  he  was  at  the  court-house  in  custody  of  a  deputy- 
marshal,  after  the  commissioner  had  adjourned  the  hearing, 
a  crowd  composed  chiefly  of  negroes,  which  had  blocked  the 
staircase  and  entrances,  broke  into  the  room  and  rescued  the 
prisoner  by  force.     Pursuit  was  not  nimble,  and  Shadrach, 
^th  the  sympathy  of  the  people  to  aid  his  escape,  reached 
wfely  the  Canadian  border.*     Congress  being  by  this  time 
^  session  once  more.  President  Fillmore,  besides  issuing  a 
proclamation  which  declared  that  tlie  laws  must  be  obeyed, 
iaid  the  facts  before  the  two  houses  in  a  special  message, 
^bich  expressed  his  unfeigned  regret  for  the  mishap.     Many 
arrests  were  made  in  Boston  of  persons  charged  with  par- 
ticipating in  the  rescue,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  liad  those 
^««es  prosecuted  with  great  rigor;  but  little  could  be  made 
^f  them.t 

ft  is  but  just  to  our  slaveholding  brethren  to  admit  that 
Hjey  seldom,  if  ever,  invoked  the  machinery  of  this  obnox- 
'^Qs  law  for  fraudulent  enslavement.     Collision  came  rather 


•  8e©  1  Adams's  R.  H.  Dana,  182. 
2  ^^dams's  B.  H.  Dana,  228. 
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at  the  point  where  free  soil  would  have  shielded  the  long  resi- 
ydeat  as  a  free  citizen,  despite  some  claim  of  former  bondage. 
/The  fugitive  slave  act  to  all  but  slave  States  was  detestable, 
*  aud  it  forced  the  general  government  to  use  a  giant's  strength 
like  a  giant.  The  task  of  quenching  agitation  on  the  slav- 
ery question  was  formidable  enough  for  any  administration ; 
but  to  quench  it  while  pouring  oil  on  the  flames  was  a  task 
herculean.  Yet  Fillmore  and  his  cabinet  did  not  shrink  from 
it  In  the  division  of  Northern  Whigs  which  now  ensaed, 
1AMU.M  ^^^^^^^^  found  themselves  coalescing  more  closely. 
Large  public  meetings  called  in  favor  of  Union, 
and  the  "  peace  measures,"  at  Boston,  New  York,  PhOadel- 
phia,  Nashville,  Cincinnati,  and  elsewhere,  widened  tlie 
breach  irrevocably.  Notable  citizens  took  the  lead  in  rec- 
onciling the  North  to  the  new  compact, — men  like  Rufus 
Choate,  John  Sergeant,  and  Richard  Rush.  Old  line  Whigs 
and  Democrats  for  the  time  approached  one  another ;  con- 
servatives joined  hands  to  put  down  the  radicals.  Letters 
from  Webster,  Clay,  Cass,  and  Woodbury,  were  read  pro- 
miscuously at  such  gatherings ;  and  men  of  historical  lineage 
were  sought  out  to  preside,  from  Bunker  Hill  to  the  Her- 
mitage. No  union  possible  without  forbearance, — this  was 
the  burden  of  their  appeal.  Crittenden,  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, prepared  an  opinion  that  the  fugitive  slave  act  was 
constitutional.  Webster  contended  strenuously  that,  though 
not  perfect,  nor  such  as  he  would  have  framed,  it  was  a  law 
of  the  land  and  ought  not  even  to  be  amended.  ''  No  man,'* 
he  wrote  to  one  of  these  gatherings,  with  a  fling  at  Seward, 
"is  at  liberty  to  set  up,  or  to  affect  to  set  up,  his  own  con- 
science as  above  the  law.'*  * 

Meanwhile  the   fall   elections   had   in   several   important 

States  generated    great  ])itterness.     The  Missouri 

Democracy  was  distracted  between  prepossessions 

for  Southern  rights  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Union  on  tlie 

other;  and  Benton,  who  had  sturdily  disobeyed  the  disloyal 

•  Castle  Garden  Meeting,  Oct.  30, 1850. 
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instaractioDS  of  his  legislature,  now  lost  the  reins  of  local 
power  he  had  held  for  thirty  years. 

Iq  the  Whig  convention  of  New  York  which  met  in  Sep- 
tember at  Syracuse,  the  growing  feud  between  the  Fillmore 
and  Seward  wings  came  to  a  head ;  resolutions  were  adopted 
which,  though  loyally  expressed  toward  the  new  President, 
approved  the  course  which  the  Whig  senator  had  taken ; 
whereupon  forty  voters  in  the  minority  marched  out  with 
Francis  Granger  at  their  head  and  held  a  separate  conven- 
tion at  Utica.  Granger,  who  on  entering  Harrison's  cabinet 
was  reputed  radical  on  the  anti-slavery  as  well  as  the  anti- 
masonry  cause,  became  one  of  Webster's  worshippers ;  for 
years  he  had  been  tending  to  the  conservative  tack,*  and 
henceforth  he  was  numbered  with  the  '^  silver  grays," — the 
name  now  given  to  Whigs  of  the  Fillmore  stripe.  These 
Whig  seceders  nominated  at  Utica  the  same  State  ticket  as 
at  Syracuse,  with  Washington  Hunt  for  governor.  A  union 
meeting  at  Castle  Garden  nominated,  still  later,  a  fusion 
ticket  headed  by  Horatio  Seymour,  who  was  the  Democratic 
candidate.  Hunt,  who  strove  for  Whig  harmony,  was 
chosen  by  a  narrow  margin ;  the  legislature  continued  Whig ; 
but  that  breach  in  the  party  ranks  was  never  again  closed. 

The  New  Jersey  election  went  Democratic.  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  each  chose  a  Democratic  governor.  And  in  Mass- 
achusetts a  coalition  of  Democrats  and  Free  Sellers  bore 
down  George  N.  Briggs,  a  kind  and  upright  man  of  abstem- 
ious habits,  who  for  seven  placid  years  had  ruled  the  State 
as  chief  magistrate  with  scarcely  a  personal  enemy.  Briggs 
had  a  plurality  of  the  votes,  but  not  a  majority ;  and  the 
choice  devolving  in  consequence  upon  a  legislature  politi- 
cally opposed  to  the  Whigs,  George  S.  Boutwell,  a  young  as- 
pirant, took  office  in  his  place. 

Not  only  in  the  next  House,  but  in  the  complexion  of 
the  Senate,  was  change  portended  this  winter.     A 
close  and   prolonged  struggle  in  the  New  York  legis- 
lature ended  in  the  choice  of  Hamilton  Fish,  the  late  gov- 

•  T.  Weed's  Memoizs,  o.  17. 
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ernor,  and  a  progressive  Whig  of  the  Seward  type,  in  plac 
of  Dickinson.  Another  Northern  compromiser  of  the  Sen 
ate  was  earlier  supplanted  by  Solomon  Foot,  of  Vermont 
Ewing,  twice  a  brief  cabinet  officer,  ended  at  length 
public  career,  honorable,  but  singularly  ill-staned ;  since  th 
legislature  of  Ohio  supplanted  him  in  the  Senate  by  Beo 
jamin  F.  Wade,  a  younger  Whig,  of  aggressive  tendencie 
against  slavery.  For  here,  as  in  some  other  States,  whic 
had  raised  the  Free  Soil  standard  in  1848,  the  new  drift  o 
affairs  gave  Free  Soilers  the  local  balance  of  power,  an< 
they  gladly  fused  with  Democrats  against  a  chance  ad 
ministration,  whose  every  effort  was  to  crush  them.  Th 
cup  of  old  line  Whigs  was  bitterest  in  Massachusetts,  wher 
Webster's  magic  spell  was  broken.  Their  proud  ascendenc 
for  so  many  years  recalled  traditions  of  early  Federalisi 
and  made  virtue  respectable.  Coalition,  with  its  truck  an 
dicker,  did  not  cease  with  elevating  the  plebeian  BoutweU 
but  statesmen  too  highly  polished  to  bear  nide  rubs  wei 
brushed  aside.  Two  new  men  were  elected  to  the  Senate 
both  of  Free  Soil  proclivities,  though  one  must  own,  higl: 
toned  and  scholarly.  Robert  Rantoul,  a  Democrat,  too 
Webster's  unexpired  term ;  and  after  long  weeks  of  balloi 
ing,  with  Winthrop  for  the  Whig  contestant,  and  anothe 
fugitive  slave  arrest  intervening,  the  six  years'  vacanc 
fell  to  Charles  Sumner,*  a  lawyer  with  flowery  diversions 
now  called  for  the  first  time  into  public  life.  This  \aiU 
choice  was  destined  to  important  consequences.  A  youn 
man  yet,  tall,  handsome,  and  of  English  fastidiousness  i 
dress  and  habits,  Sumner  was  the  Sir  Galahad  of  Bosto 
idealists.  His  anti-slavery  afiinities  raised  prejudice  agaim 
him  in  the  choice  civic  circle  where  Webster  was  worshipped 
and  he  was  thought  somewhat  of  a  dilettante  in  pubL 
matters,  a  literary  philanthropist  who  could  say  bold  thing 
out  of  season  and  withal  in  flowery  and  pedantic  phrasi 
But  this  tnie  knight  was  courageous  and  capable  of  a  bon 
manding  range,  as  experience  proved  ;  no  social  circle  wluc 


•  Chosen  April  34,  1^31,  on  the  24th  ballot. 
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dared  to  speak  plainly  was  too  high-toned  for  him;  and 
to  the  sickly  moral  atmosphere  of  our  Potomac  capital  he 
was  like  the  advent  of  a  north  wind.  Yet  Massachusetts 
could  have  made  no  selection  so  galling  to  Webster,  for  it 
provoked  the  comparison  of  high  public  standards.  ^^  Obey 
the  constitution/'  was  the  injunction  of  the  old  statesman. 
But  the  new  one  occupied  himself  in  drawing  up  personal 
liberty  acts  and  in  every  way  thwarting  the  return  of 
.fugitive  slaves.  ''The  public  conscience,"  said  he,  in  a 
Faoeuil  Hall  harangue,  ''  will  not  allow  a  man  who  has 
trodden  our  streets  as  a  free  man  to  be  dragged  away  as  a 
riave."  •  That  utterance,  more  than  anything  else,  in  the 
present  feeling  of  Massachusetts,  carried  Sumner  into  the 
United  States  Senate  to  sting  as  he  might. 

Other  States  had  various  vicissitudes  this  winter.  In 
California,t  ftnd  in  Connecticut,  too,  turmoil  kept  a  sena- 
torial seat  long  in  suspense;  New  Jersey  and  Delaware 
supplied  new  Democrats  to  the  upper  branch,  in  Com- 
modore Stockton  aud  James  A.  Bayard ;  while  Rhode  Island, 
Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Florida,  completed 
the  changing  cycle.  In  Ohio,  Michigan,  Virginia,  and 
Indiana,  and  prospectively  in  other  States,  conventions 
were  in  order ;  and  our  mid-century  was  a  fruitful  season 
for  remodelling  State  constitutions. 

In  the  midst  of  anxious  suspense  over  the  next  Con- 
gress, and  while   the   pillars   of   the    Union   seemed   still 
to  tremble,  the  second   session  of  Congress  per- 
formed quite  as  little  as  it  promised.     Each  house  December- 
was  called   to    order  by  its    Southern    presiding   j^frch 
officer:  £[ing,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Senate  ;  Cobb, 
of  Georgia,  in  the  house.      The  President's  message,  his 
first  official  exposition  upon  the  agitating  topics  of  the  day, 
reflected,  as  had  been  anticipated,  the  opinions  of  the  great 
compromisers.     It  recognized  for  a  domestic  policy  no  guide 

*  See  Liberator,  Oct.  18,  1850.    2  Pierce's  Sumner. 
^  In  California  144  ballots  were  taken  with  no  approach  to  a  choice 
^'^  the  legislature  adjourned  9ine  die. 
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but  the  constitation  as  interpreted  by  the  courts  and  cue 
it  deprecated  ail  irritation  and  alienating  tendencies  a 
the  several  members  of  the  Union ;  and  it  pledged  th* 
ecutive  to  take  the  utmost  care  that  all  laws  of  the 
should  be  faithfully  executed.  The  peace  measures  c 
long  session  were  like  an  Ararat  for  the  national  ark  t 
upon.  '^  By  this  adjustment,"  observed  the  message, 
have  been  rescued  from  the  wide  and  boundless  agitatioi 
surrounded  us,  and  have  a  fii*m,  distinct,  and  legal  g] 
to  rest  upon."  * 

Standing  thus  positively  upon  legality  and  legis 
settlement,  so  far  as  the  slavery  problem  was  concernec 
new  administration  probed  gently  to  discover  whether 
change  might  not  be  made  in  the  taiiff,  and  political 
turned  back  into  those  more  practical  and  profitable  cba 
which  had  once  engaged  our  national  discussion.  Fil 
had  favoring  words  on  ttiose  good  old  Whig  topics  o1 
tection  and  internal  improvements,  and  his  message  addi 
itself  to  material  business  with  a  right  good  will.  But 
spurring  suggestions  fell  upon  dull  ears.  The  storm  i 
former  session  was  followed  by  a  lull,  and  ten  angry  m 
of  debate  left  suds  of  oratory.  It  takes  time  to  turn 
rebellion  to  the  science  of  the  breakfast  table.  Natu 
then,  this  short  session  was  unfruitful.  Trivial  talk  cl 
terizcd  it,  and  still  more  trivial  action.  One  act  re< 
letter  postage,  when  pre-paid,  to  three  cents  for  three 
sand  miles,  and  simplified  other  rates.f  A  bill  was  p 
for  ascertaining  land  claims  in  Califoniia,  all  lands  not  c 
lished  by  private  title  to  be  held  as  public  domain.  J 
abuse  of  constructive  mileage  was  repealed,  under  ^ 
$40,000  had  lately  been  i)aid  senators  for  attendic 
executive  session  without  travelling  a  single  mile  ;  a  sol 
asylum  was  established,  and  limits  were  placed  to  the  lia 
of  shipowners  as  common  carriers.  Finally,  a  joint  n 
tion   empowered    the    President  to   convey   the    Hung 

*  Cong.  Globe;  President's  message,  Dec.  .3,  1850. 
t  Art  March  3,  1H51,  c.  20.     See  also  vol.  iv.  p.  553. 
t  Act  March  3,  1861,  c.  41. 
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exUe,  Kossath,  and  his  companions,  to  this  country  in  a 
pablic  ship  upon  their  liberation  by  the  Turks.*  Ail  this, 
lioweyer,  can  add  little  historical  consequence  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  body  which  occupies  the  central  span  of  our 
nineteenth  century  as  ^' the  Congress  of  the  Compromise 
^kleasures." 

This  session  was  not  free  from  asperity  of  discussion.     It 
^was  the  last  in  which  Clay  could  ever  bear  an  active  part ; 
and  the  faltering  tones  of  his  iaeffective  appeals  for  a  pro- 
tective tari£F,  for  river  and  harbor  improvement,  for  whatever 
policy  might  divert  the  current  of  thought  from  the  sectional 
subject,    betrayed   his   deep-seated   anxiety.     In  January, 
1S51,  his  name  headed  a  list  of  forty-four  names  appended 
to  a  nervous  manifesto  by  members  of  both  Houses  which 
proclaimed  that  sectional  strife  could  be  averted  only  by  a 
strict  adherence  to  the  compromise  settlement.     In  orAer  to 
keep  that  settlement  inviolate  these  signers  would  support  no 
num  for  office,  of  whatever  party,  who  was  not  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  renewal  of  slavery  agitation.     Discussion  had 
scarcely  opened,  as  it  was  sure  of  opening,  upon  tlie  practi- 
cal mischiefs  which  attended  the  enforcement  of  the  fugitive 
slave  act  as  it  stood,  when  the  Kentuckian  tried  to  lead  it  off 
to  the  less  explosive  topic  of  the  African  slave-trade ;  and 
when  came  the   exciting   news  of  the  Shadrach  rescue  in 
Boston,  he  made  the  indignant  moment  his  own  by  calling 
for  official  information,  and  professing  himself  shocked  be- 
yond the  power  of  words  at  so  saciilegious  an  interference 
^th  justice.     But  still  did  he  labor  patiently  to  smooth  the 
sffront,  admonishing  his  Southern  friends  that  they  must  not 
fe  too  exacting.     And  gently  upbraiding  thus  the  errant  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  did  tliis  wonderful  old  shepherd  of  the 
people  advance  his  flock  upon  the  narrow  footpath  of  national 
conciliation ;  keeping  up  the  while  that  sanguine  and  cheerful 
*one  which,  through  all  the  bitter  discouragements  of  his  life, 
*^d  despite  the  iridescence  of  his  principles,  was  his  chief 
^'ft  of  inspiration,  t 


•  See  9  U.  S.  Stats,  at  Larsfc. 
^  Oilton's  Last  Years;  2  Schurz's  Clay,  227. 
VOL.  v.— 14 
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Section  U. 

period  of  thirty-secx>ni>  congress. 

March  4,  1851— March  3,  1853. 

The  sober  second  thought  of  the  people  at  length  su 
tained  President  Fillmore  in  his  purpose  to  uphold  tl 
peace  settlement  of  1850  as  a  final  aud  comprehensive  on 
His  lack  of  personal  pretence,  his  clear  and  emphatic  e: 
pressiou,  gave  force  to  his  approval  of  the  legislative  polic 
obnoxious  though  the  latter  might  be  to  a  large  minori 
of  both  sections.  Republics  incline  to  temporize  with  pro 
lems  which  are  fouud  difficult  to  manage,  and  temporizii 
is  the  essence  of  all  goverument  which  is  carried  on  by  po 
ular  assemblies.  Few  turned  back  the  page  far  enough 
read  the  fate  of  Clay's  tariff  compromise  of  1833,  so  proi 
are  American  citizens  to  treat  the  present  on  its  detach< 
merits.  Few  measured  the  danger  of  granting  half  that 
State  demands  upon  its  open  threat  of  disloyalty.  Fc 
calculated  the  probable  duration  of  a  settlement  based  up< 
the  idea  that  the  Union  had  ceased  to  expand,  and  that  se 
tional  pride  would  not  resist  the  edicts  of  nature  nor  8tret< 
the  national  boundaries.  This  fact,  at  least,  was  positiv( 
that  the  whole  course  of  events  was  soon  reactionary  und 
the  impulse  of  the  new  compact.  The  country  grew  sick 
the  slavery  question  and  wished  agitators  at  the  devil.  Go« 
men,  North  and  South,  made  the  Constitution  their  feti 
more  than  ever,  and,  like  a  prudent  husband  who  is  3'ok 
with  an  irritable  spouse,  they  forced  themselves  to  love  f 
the  sake  of  quiet. 

It  is  fair  to  anti-slavery  statesmen  of  those  times  to  say  tt 
they  never  meant  to  meddle  or  interfere  with  slavery  in  its  loi 
domains.  Calhoun  had  been  bitterly  unjust  to  the  North 
that  point.  The  stronger  section  was  scrupulous  to  respi 
State  rights  in  that  respect.  Not  one  leader  on  freedon 
side  but  disclaimed  frequently — as  lie  had  to  do— all  affiliati< 
with  the  agitators  who  preached  down  the  Constitution  and 
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i^eetraints.  Chase,  in  the  Senate,  had  said,  with  great  dignity, 
that  while  anti-slavery  men  would  restrict  slavery  within  the 
Uuaits  of  the  slave  States,  and  ^^  not  allow  it  within  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  national  government,"  theii'  fidelity 
to  the  Union  was  immovable.*  And  Sumner,  too,  though 
turning  the  radical  phrase  to  its  severest  taunt,  drew  the 
same  line  of  distinction  upon  his  native  soil,  and  in  the  first 
flush  of  triumph  over  his  call  to  public  life.  ^^  I  will  oppose," 
he  said,  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  ^'  every  effort  to  loosen 
the  ties  of  Union,  as  well  as  all  sectionalism,  whether  it  ap- 
pear in  unconstitutional  efforts  to  carry  freedom  to  the  slave 
States,  or  unconstitutional  efforts  of  the  South,  aided  by 
Northern  allies,  to  carry  the  sectional  evil  of  slavery  into  our 
free  States."! 

Id  their  hope  or  apprehension  of  a  future  severance,  the 
sangnine  friends  of  slavery  encouraged  new  conquests  to  the 
southward.     This  to  disunion  dreamers  promised  stability 
and   strength   to   the   future   Southern   confederacy,  while 
others  saw  in  such  a  policy  ttie  diving-bell  for  recovering  the 
Bunken  equilibrium  of   sectional  strength.      The  late  war 
nourished  in  Southern  soldiers  contempt  for  Spanish- Amer- 
icans and  the  appetite  for  military  glory.      No  territorial 
conquest  appeared  just  now  so  tempting  to  them  as  that  of 
Cuba,  **  the  pearl  of  the  Antilles,"  splendidly  planted  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Gulf  and  Caribbean  waters,  rich  in  negro 
slaves  and  the  commerce  of  slave  plantations.     It  was  a 
luscious  prize,  but  not  easily  to  be  ]irocured ;  for  the  jealousy 
of  England  and  France  protected  it  against  Southeni  cupidity 
better  than  the  fleets  and  armies  of  its  proud  but  indolent 
owner.     Here   was   Spain's    last   foothold   upon   the  great 
hemisphere  which   Columbus  had   won  for  her,  and  here  the 
ftyingstep  of  monarchy  was  arrested  in  an  earthly  paradise. 
Narciso  Lopez,  a  South    American  by  birth, — a  refugee 
from  Havana,  and  a  military  adventurer, — led  Quitman  and 
others  of  our  Gulf  citizens  to  believe  that  Cuba  was  disaf- 

*2Schnrz»8  Clay,  382. 
^^d^wspapera.    Final  Note^. 
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fected  to  the  mother  country,  ripe  for  revolution,  and 
to  drop  into  the  lap  of  the  United  States.  With  such 
ance  he  arranged  three  buccessive  expeditions  of  in' 

The  first  was  frustrated  by  the  vigilance  of 
A^alit.  ^^"*  Taylor,  who  issued  in  season  a  warning 

lamation;  the  second  and   third  were   arm 
tempts,  important  enough  to  be  ruinous  to  those  cugf 

them.     About  the  last  of  April,  1850,  am 
^^'     Clay's  compromise  plan  was  in  the  committee 

Lopez  sailed  from  New  Orleans  with  som< 
hundred  Americans  of  our  slaveholding  States  unc 
command,  and  after  baffling  one  of  our  naval  vessels 
was  sent  to  intercept  the  expedition,  he  landed  at  Car 
overcame  the  guards  of  the  crown  and  took  poss* 
But  no  general  uprising  of  the  people  followed ;  and 
from  the  island  in  a  few  days  by  the  government  1 
Lopez  retreated  to  Savannah,  where  he  was  arrest 
violating  our  neutrality  laws,  but  received  a  dischai 
want  of  proof  to  convict  him. 

The  third  Lopez  expedition  was  the  boldest  and  th 
disastrous.     With  the  port  of  New  Orleans  for  a  rende 

where  our  Whig  collector  was  fur  from   vi 

Lopez  organized  a  new  force  of  about  five  hi 

followers,  drawing,  as  before,  upon  the  purses  of  Z(»alo 

iticians  in  our  Southern  State  rights  or  disunion  party. 

steamer  "  Pampero"  bore  the  party  in  niidsi 
Ausust.  I        V 

out  of  New  Orleans  harbor.     Hearing  at  Ke; 

that  a  revolt  had  taken  place  at  a  favorable  point  < 

island,  Lopez  changed  his  original  plan  of  descending 

its   Southern    coast,   but   missing  tbo  place   where   1 

meant  to  disembark,  he  touched  shore  by  night  at  a 

spot  on  the  north-western  coast.     Colonel  Crittenden, 

ordinate,  was  left  at  this  point  with  one  hundred  n 

charge  of  the  stores  and  baggage,  while  Lopez,  the  ne^ 

advanced  with  the  rest  of  his  command  to  the  town 

Pozas,  whose  inhabitants  fled,  instead  of  lending  th 

thusiastic  aid.     The  invading  force  thus  separated  wat 

reunited.     Crittenden's  band,  soon  putting  to  sea  in 
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to  escape  Uie  Spanish  soldiery,  were  captured  by  a  Spanish 
irar  steamer  and  taken  to  Havana,  wliere,  after  a  summary 
trial,  they  were  shot  on  the  17th  of  the  month. 

Lopez,  in  the  meantime,  had  advanced  but  a  few  miles 
into  tiie  interior  when  the  government  troops  fell  upon  these 
missionaries  of  freedom  and  inflicted  a  terrible  loss.  Dis- 
heartened most  of  all  by  finding,  too  late,  that  the  Cubans 
themselves  were  indifferent  to  his  exploit,  Lopez  next 
marched  for  the  mountains,  hoping  to  escape  pursuit  until, 
by  some  means  or  other,  he  could  regain  theseacoast.  But, 
surprised  on  the  24th  by  an  overwhelming  Spanish  force, 
the  invaders  were  completely  routed,  and  from  that  time 
were  hunted  down  in  their  flight  by  inhabitants  of  every 
description.  The  chief,  four  days  after,  was  captured  by 
peasants  with  a  few  of  his  straggling  followers,  and  banded 
over  to  a  military  force,  that  marched  the  pris-  septem- 
oners  by  night  to  Havana.  Lopez  was  executed  ^'  ^• 
on  the  first  sunrise  of  September,  by  meaus  of  the  Spanish 
garrote,  an  instrument  which  our  people  now  read  about  for 
the  first  time ;  the  victim  of  the  law  being  clasped  fast  in  an 
iron  chair,  while  an  iron  screw  pierced  through  a  brass  collar 
to  the  spinal  marrow.  This  execution  was  publicly  per- 
formed in  ^e  midst  of  an  approving  crowd.* 

President  Fillmore,  in  a  proclamation  had  solemnly  stig- 
matized all  such  hostile  adventures  from  our  shores  as 
plunder  and  robbery,  violations  of  national  and  in- 
ternational law  alike ;  and  had  warned  American  ^ 
citizens  who  aided  foreigners  in  such  projects  against  a 
friendly  power  that  they  would  forfeit  all  claims  to  the  pro- 
tection or  interference  of  this  government.  And  following 
close  upon  this  last  tragical  fiasco,  the  French  andgeptember- 
British  governments  issued  orders  to  their  respect-  l>eceinber. 
ive  fleets  on  the  West  Indian  station  to  prevent,  by  force  if 
aeed  be,  all  further  invasions  of  the  kind  upon  the  Cuban 
coast  Precautions,  of  course,  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  to  prevent  search  or  other  infringement  upon 

*  Newspapers. 
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the  rights  of  oar  flag;  and  no  collision  arose.*  Cuban  ac: 
thorities,  however,  were  angry  and  suspicions  of  American  de 
signs ;  and  arresting  an  American  journalist  named  Thrashea 
who  resided  at  Havana,  on  a  charge  of  complicity  with  thm 
Lopez  expeditions,  they  thrust  him  into  a  dark  dungeon,  an** 
presently  had  him  sentenced  by  court-martial  to  imprison 
ment  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  No  little  irritation  was  show: 
by  Southern  friends  of  Lopez,  and  upon  the  terrible  news  oe 
disaster,  a  mob  at  New  Orleans  attacked  the  houses  of  Span 
ish  residents  and  tore  into  pieces  a  flag  on  the  building  « 
the  consulate.  But  by  another  year  there  was  a  better  feel 
1852      ^^^  ^^  ^^^  sides,  and  Spain,  on  her  part,  acceding 

June-    to  the  plea  of  our  government,  that  the  punishmenc 

ovem  r-jjjflicted  was  sufficient  already,  ordered  the  remain 
ing  American  prisoners  released,  and  opened  the  Cuba, 
ports  once  more  to  full  commerce.  Congress  indemnifies^ 
for  the  mob  violence  at  New  Orleans. 

For  aiding  the  second  of  these  Lopez  invasions,  severa 
disunion  leaders  of  the  South  were  prosecuted,  among  whon 
was  General  Quitman.  To  Quitman,  it  appears,  Lopez  an  i 
his  revolutionary  junta  offered  the  chief  command  of  tljfl 
enterprise, — a  responsibility  which  the  Mississippian  de 
clined,  because,  as  he  expressed  it,  his  sense  of  honor  coni 
fined  him  at  this  time  to  the  greater  emergency  of  Souther" 
rights  at  home ;  but  he  pressed  the  cause  with  enthusiusnw 
-gg-  His  sense  of  honor  must  have  been  strung  highe 
January-  than  his  sense  of  loyalty  to  his  own  government  o 

e  ruary.  ^  j.ggpgQ|;  fQ^  foreign  rights.  Fillmore's  administra- 
tion arrested  him  as  his  mind  was  immersed  in  these  and  th€ 
kindred  secession  schemes.  Rather  than  plunge  his  State 
into  rebellion  by  resisting  Federal  process  he  resigned  the 
ofldce  of  governor,  and  entering  his  recognizance  at  New 
Orleans,  took  his  chances  of  trial  with  the  others.  Upon  a 
third  disagreement  of  the  jury  in  a  test  case  brought 
for  breach  of  our  neutrality  laws,  the  whole  pros- 
ecution was  abandoned  and  (Quitman  discharged  with    the 

•  President's  message,  December,  1851. 
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feat  *    Caban  buccaneering  was  qoite  popular  in  New  Orleans 

and  through  our  whole  Gulf  border,  so  long  as  remained  the 

shadow  of  a  hope  that  the  game  which  brought  in  Texas  as 

a  State  could  be  played  over.     But  the  shocking  fate  of 

LfOpez  and  Crittenden  sent  a  cold  tremor  over  the  frames  of 

their  guilty  abettors.     And  from  that  time  foi-ward,  although 

Cuban  annexation  was  warmly  and  constantly  cherished  by 

leading  spirits  of  the  South,  the  e£Fort,  while  secession  coiled 

itaelf  to  (deep,  was  rather  to  gain  this  precious  jewel  from 

Spain  by  the  arts  of  national  diplomacy. 

Cuba  was  not  the  only  neighboring  soil  where  suspicious 
iratcfa  was  kept  upon  the  aggrandizing  spirit  of  the  United 
States.     In  Mexico,  whose   life-blood   seemed  oozing  out 
drop  by  drop  in  intestine  struggles,  and  in  Central  America, 
tliere  was  good  reason  to  fear  aggression  from  this  lawless 
aud   half-rebellious    Southern    element  in  our  midst,  which 
sought  compensation  in  new  conquests.     Besides  ^^  gaiTOte  " 
came  now  the  word  '^filibuster"  from  the  Spanish  vocabu- 
lary into  our  own ;  meaning,  as  thus  applied,  the  adventurer 
from  the  United  States  who  attempted  to  rob  these  countries  of 
Uieir  domains  on  the  pretext  of  rescuing  them  from  anarchy. 
Of  filibustering  expeditions  and  lone  star  associations  we 
heard  enough  in  the  next  decade,  and  the  gift  of  a  grave 
was  the  usual  end  of  them.     The  local  prosperity  they  meant 
to  confer  was  the  prosperity  of  sugar  and  cotton  culture, 
and  their  boon  of  popular  institutions,  the  institution  of 
.slavery.     It  was  a  discouraging  obstacle  to  this  co-exten- 
sion towards  the  tropics  that  a  mottled  and  hybrid  race  peo- 
pled the  crescent  of  these  island  waters,  whose  absorption 
with  their  white  conquerors  would  be  difficult.     That  diffl- 
c'Jlty,  indeed,  had  been  enough  to  make  Calhoun  shrink  from 
^®  propagating  task  in  such  a  direction. 

But  mingled  with  new  projects  of  expansion  came  others 

consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the  Union ;  and  in  the  blend- 

^'^  of  such   policies  and  possibilities,  loyal   and  disloyal, 

«ie  Afonroe  Doctrine  took  on  its  lighter  or  deeper  shade. 

*  2  Claibonie*8  Quitman,  c.  15. 
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Unlike  the  Southern  Democrats,  Whigs  wished  no  new  an- 
nexation. Hence  the  differing  tendencies  in  treaties  and 
diplomatic  arrangements  between  this  Whig  administratioa 
and  its  successors  up  to  the  civil  war.  Quick  transit  to  the 
Pacific,  the  connection  of  two  shores  by  railway  and  ship 
canal, — this  was  the  great  national  or,  rather,  iuternational 
interest  on  which  negotiation  turned.  And,  after  all,  the 
immediate  consequence  was  very  little.  Though  ridiculed 
by  the  sapient  of  this  age  as  a  ^^  railway  to  the  moon,"  an 
iron  road  of  our  own,  built  across  the  continent  and  con- 
trolled within  our  national  jurisdiction,  was  worth  all  these 
soil  privileges  in  the  narrower  region  below  our  borders. 
The  three  couveuient  routes  there  open  to  rivalry  were  at 
Tehuantepec,  Nicaragua,  and  Panama. 

The  increase  of  transportation  facilities  now  fairly  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  our  Northern  people,  together  with 
a  more  rapid  diffusion  of  the  world's  daily  news,  as  befitted 
America's  extensive  stretch  on  the  vast  convex.     About  the 

time  that  Taylor  died,  and  when  the  Liverpool 
JlJt      steamer  which  was  bound  to  New  York  arrived  off 

Halifax,  she  was  boarded,  a  hundred  miles  at  sea, 
by  a  news  schooner  of  the  New  York  associated  press,  whose 
European  budget  was  telegraphed  from  Halifax  to  New 
York  by  way  of  Portland.     That  was  a  new  exploit   for 

American  journalism  ;  and  twelve  mouths  later,  by 

means  of  a  temporary  route  through  Lake  Nicar- 
agua came  news  to  New  York  from  California  and  the  Pacific 
in  twenty-nino  days,  another  notable  abridgment  of  distance.* 
The  British  Cnnard  line  had  now  a  rival  in  the  American 
Collins,  rapid  but  less  substantial.  As  a  first  step  towards 
spanning  our  wide  empire  of  the  continent,  a  line  of  stages 
was  established  to  run  monthly  between  Independence  and 
Santa  Fe ;  and  the  coach  was  built  water-tight  to  serve  as  a 
boat  in  crossing  streams. 

•  The  Panama  railway,  which  pave  the  transit  of  the  isthmus  the  de- 
cided advantai;e  nvor  all  other  sueh  routes,  was  not  opened  until  Jan- 
uary, 18,->5.     18  11.  H.  Bancroft,  139. 
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The  railway  system  of  the  United  States  was  fast  devel- 
oping; and  before  1852  10,087  miles  of  track  were 
finished  and  in  operation,  while  thousands  more 
weie  in  process  of  construction.  The  iron  network  was 
woven  closest  in  New  England ;  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  being  located  in  that  section,  and  about  1,900  miles 
in  New  York  State.  The  outlay  involved  in  building  and 
equipping  these  roads  was  reckoned  not  very  exactly  at 
$370,000,000,  or  about  $36,700  a  mile.*  Of  European  rail- 
ways lately  opened,  that  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Moscow, 
which  occupied  eight  years  in  building,  was  remarkable  for 
its  length.  The  longest  American  road  by  fai*,  under  control 
of  a  single  company,  was  the  New  York  and  Erie,  which  after 
many  vicissitudes  trailed  its  four  hundred  and  seventy  miles 
across  the  Empire  State  in  the  present  spring,  and  from  the 
Hudson  River  to  Dunkirk.  In  this  arduous  undertaking  the 
usual  order  was  reversed,  and  a  metallic  highway  bore  with 
difflcolty  the  rivalry  of  a  canal.  At  first  the  State  loaned 
its  bonds ;  then  it  relieved  the  road  of  the  lien  of  those  bonds 
on  condition  that  a  single  track  was  in  good  running  order 
before  the  middle  of  May.  By  dint  of  great  effort  the  com- 
pany ran  its  first  engine  over  the  track  by  the  last  of  April, 
and  this  road  was  formally  opened  with  a  grand  celebration 
on  the  14th  of  May. 

True  to  their  traditions,  the  Whigs  fostered  all  internal 
enterprises  like  these  from  the  public  treasury.  In  New 
York  a  political  issue  of  this  year  was  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  Canal  so  as  to  bring  it  into  better  condition  to 
ni^tthe  expected  competition.  The  constitution  of  that 
State  set  apart  yearly  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canal  for 
such  a  purpose ;  but  the  funds  accumulated  so  slowly  that 
it  was  now  proposed  to  borrow  the  needful  capital  on  the 
credit  of  that  yearly  surplus  and  enlarge  the  canal  at  once. 
It  was  a  Whig  measure,  favored  by  a  Whig  governor,  and 
indorsed  by  a  Whig  legislature.  But  the  Democrats  were 
vehemently  opposed  to  it ;  after  the  bill  had  passed  the  House, 

•  Tribane  Almanac,  1852. 
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twelve  Democratic  members  of  the  State  Senate  resigno^ 

A  rii  17  *^®"^  seats,  and  with  the  constitutional   qnomicz^ 

'  broken,  the  legislative  session  came  to  a  suddeK:  ^ 

end.     Both  parties  made  their  appeal  to  the  people ;  spedai^ 

elections  were  held   to  HU  the   Senate  vacanciea^B 

which  left  the  Democrats  worse  off  than  before  ^s 


and  in  an  extra  session  which  soon  convened,  the  canal  bL 
became  a  law. 

This  year  of  railroad   jubilee   brought   the  Presidenti^J 

suite  in   full  parade,  to   divert  the  public  mind  from  thcfll 

cursed  "one  idea"  to  dollars  and  heavy  produce.     Prer.^ 

dent    Fillmore,    attended    by  Webster,    GraliaiizKa 

Crittenden,  and  Hall,  of  his  cabinet,  left  Wastf -a 

ington  on  a  May  morning  to  attend  the  public  opening  <^ 

the  Erie  railroad, — an  event  which  to   the  good  citizens  c^ 

Grotham   recalled   De  Witt  Clinton   and  the   dedication  <^ 

the  great  canal.     There  were  speeches  at  Castle  Garden,      ^ 

civic  procession,  a  special  train  across  the  State  to  DunkirHT^ 

huzzas,  and  crowds  everywhere ;  after  which  reversing  ttM^ 

route  by  way  of  Rochester,  Albany,  New  York,  and  Huk:^ 

adelphia,  the  President  reached  the  capital  once  more  aft^^-zB 

a   twelve   days*  jollity.     In  September  the  Pre^^ 

^®P!^^^^dent  again  came   northward   with  part  of  his  sui^Si 

to  be  the  guest  of  Boston,  when  its  railway  line  w=- 
opened  to  Ogdensburg,  thus  uniting  with  new  way-bills  to  t^B5 
Great  Lakes.     Lord  Elgin   graced  the  latter  occasion,  wi^^ 
other  notables,  such  as  the  Puritan  capital  liked  to  draw  fro  m 
Canada ;  and  the  celebration,  of  whieli  one  feature  w^as  an 
aquatic  excursion  down  the  harbor,  lasted  three  days. 

The  President  in  each  of  these  tours  spoke  biiefly  and  un- 
pretentiously, his  chief  grace  being  a  modest  dignity  which 
became  well  his  handsome  person.  But  the  conspicuous 
figure  on  the  Erie  occasion  was  the  Secretary  of  State, 
whose  unrivalled  eloquence  and  renown  marked  him  as 
spokesman  and  defender  of  the  administration.  Trade, 
commerce,  and  solid  business  looked  up  for  his  revivifying 
influence,  and  the  Union  felt  safe  as  his  oracles  were 
uttered.     Whatever  might  have  been  Webster's  first  mis* 
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giviogs  as  to  the  new  national  peace  measures,  he  had  ere 
thb. scattered  them  to  the  winds;  if  he  felt  at  all  fearful 
that  he  had  made  the  mistake  of  his  life  pride  kept  him 
from  betraying  himself.     But  Massachusetts  and  her  god- 
Uke  son  by  adoption   were  at  the  parting  of  the  roads. 
W'ebster  did   not   attend   the  three  days'   jubilee 
among  Boston's  guests.     He  made  an  April  visit 
to  the  State  which  his  politics  had  betrayed  to  the  Free  Soil 
coalition ;  his  friends  prepared  to  give  him  a  reception  at 
Paneuil  Hall  and  enjoy  his  eloquence  once  more.     Upon 
some  technical   pretext  the  use   of   the   hall   was   at  firat 
refused  by  the  Boston  aldermen;  but  the  public  voice  con- 
<lemning  that  indignity,  the  vote  was  rescinded  while  the 
other  civic  branch  offered  to  tender  amends.      Webster's 
feelings  were  deeply  hurt.     He  declined  the  invitation  now 
pressed  upon  him;   ^' nor  shall  I  enter  Faneuil  Hall,"  he 
responded,    ''till    its    gates   shall   be    thrown   open,    wide 
open,"  not  with  impetuous  recoil,   ''but  on  golden  hinges 
moving."*     To  Americans,   however,   to  "lovers  of  their 
country  and  their  whole  country,"  the  self -exiled  prophet 
appealed  in  other  States.     After  the  Erie  pageant 
W^ebster  tarried  in  New    York,  leaving  Fillmore 
aod  the  rest  to  return,  and  made  strong  speeches  at  Buf- 
falo, Syracuse,  Albany,  and   New   York  city   in   personal 
v^indication  of  his  course.     He  was  not  for  concessions  to 
slavery,  he  declared  repeatedly,  but  he  would  maintain  to 
tlie  utmost  of  his  power,  and  in  the  face  of  all  danger,  the 
constitutional  rights  of  South  as  well  as  North.     And  thus, 
as  the  temper  of  events  compelled,  he  defended  most  warmly 
that  which  his  own   section  most  strongly  assailed ;  his  de- 
sertion of  the  cause  of  freedom  in  the  new  territories,  and 
^t  rigorous  fugitive  slave  law.     With  the  ardor  of  a  new 
invert  he  denounced   severely  all  who  counselled  anything 
out    absolute    acquiescence    in   the   legislation   of    1850   as 


2  Oaitis*s   Webster,   c  37.    This  Miltonian  passage,   which  was  in 
♦Veoatier's  own  vein,  suggested  tlie  tine  responsive  exordium  of  Choate's 
*^®^^H   on  a  later  occasion,  when  Webster's  friends  gathered  at  FaneuU 
'***^  9  and  its  doors  were  open  again. 
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peciiliarly  solemn  and  unchangeable,  though  framed  wii 

out   the   slightest   submission   to   the  people.     ^^Kn 
June    the    great   premier  put  before    a  Vlrginfznd 
audience  at  Capon  Springs  an  aspect  of  the  question  mo^^cre 
appropriate  to  that  latitude.     With  assurances  that  he  mea]]^^eDt 
to  carry  out  to  its  fullest  extent  a  constitution  whose  dan^^  jae 
of  fugitive  slave  surrender  was  as  obligatory  as  any  oth^-^Mer 
part  of  it,  he  observed  that  if  Congress  should  provide  iL^^ttO 
remedy  for  such  a  clause  *'  the  South  would  no  longer  U^    he 
bound  to  observe  the  compact.'*  *     Was  this  the  same  oralis  -Plor 
who  had  argued  in  that  immortal  reply  to  Hayne  that  tlW-'^^^ 
Constitution  was  no  compact  at  all? 

But  in  that  same  Virginia  speech  Webster  said,  inW^  '^^^ 
splendid  emphasis,  that  the  first  step  taken  in  any  prvr-^  pro- 
gramme of  secession  would  be  promptly  met.f  And  in  a^  ^ 
his  utterances  of  this  period,  Webster,  like  Clay,  took  fulK  -M-^b 
the  ground  that  the  Union  must  be  preserved  in  the  law  0^'  -^^ 
emergency  against  all  who  dared  raise  hand  to  destroy  12:  it. 
The  question  of  the  day  was  not,  '*Are  you  Whig  <^  or 
Democrat?"  but,  **  Are  you  for  the  Union?" 

With  somewhat  of  morbid  foreboding,  it  now  became  thK"  ^*^^ 
style  to  toast  and  salute  the  Union  on  each  public  a^ -^an- 
niversary, as  a  patient  in  delicate  health,  and  to  invoke  tb^  ^^^ 
spirit  of  the  greiit  founder  whose  bones  were  at  Moui 
Vernon,  as  in  some  sort  a  patron  saint,  whose  constai 
intercessions  alone  could  save  the  people.  Independence  da 
in  1851  was  celebrated  with  more  than  the  usual  depi-eca 
tion  of  all  fraternal   strife ;   and  on  that  day   wi 

^  ^   '    laid  the  corner-stone  of  the   extension  of  that  cai 
itol  whose  first  foundation  had  been  set  by  Washington's  o 
hand.     Webster's  si)eech   was  the   grandest  of  this  juni 
occasion ;  and  beneath  the  stone  was  deposited  a  documeirr 
written  by  his  own   hand.     Through  its   language  of  coi 
fidence  vibrated  a  hollow  and  uncertain  sound.  J 

•  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  37. 

tib. 

I  "  If,  therefore,  it  shaU  hereafter  be  the  will  of  God  that  this  1 
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OocuioDB  like  these,  with  their  eloquent  appeals  to  the 
^tioiial  sentiment,   must    have   produced  strong 
^ect;  and  all  the  stronger  in  that  the  effort  of 
Rllmore's  administration  was  to  allay  excitement  instead 
of  increasing  it.     Moral  agitation  reeled  backward,  shocked 
^  stunned  by  the  blows  which  fell  upon  it  in  the  name 
of  loyalty  and  the  public  safety.     A  year  wrought  great 
^**nge8    in    political    circles.     Tranquillity    succeeded    to 
torbulence.     In  our  free  States  Whig  governors,  who  had 
tttely  suggested  fitting  changes  in  the  fugitive  slave  act, 
now  muzzled   their  messages  and  fell  into  the  fashion  of 
^•Uiming  that  constitutional  obligations  must  be  fulfilled 
*wi  the  whole   compromise  of  1850  maintained  intact  as  a 
finality.     Of  this  latter  doctrine,  however.  Northern  Dem- 
^^n.U  took  the  lion's  share  in  the  glory  ;  and  while  it  seemed 
wif  Fillmore  Whigs  and  conservative  Democrats  entered  arm 
ui  arm  the  same  great  temple  of  national  immolation,  it  was 
^  anti-administration  party  who  reaped  the  chief  advantage 
of  the  sacrifice.     State  after  State,  district  after  district  of 
^e  national  House,  passed  into  control  of  these  tried  and 
trusty  allies  of  the  slave  oligarchy  as  safer  custodians  of  the 
new  covenant.     In  New  Hampshire,  there  being  no  choice  by 
the  people,  Dinsmore,  a  Democrat,  was  elected  governor  by 
the  legislature.       By  a  parallel  experience,  Connecticut  es- 
poused a  governor  of  similar  politics  in  Thomas  H.  Seymour. 
These  were  among  the  events  of  spring.     For  the  fall  cam- 
pa^  Massachusetts  Whigs  nominated  Winthrop  upon  the 
platform  of  entire  confidence  in  Daniel  Webster;  but  the 
Democrats  ran  Boutwell   again,  insisting  with  stronger  em- 
phasis upon  the  compromise  measures,  and  in  their  strange 
coalition  with  Free  Soilers  prevailed.     The  coalition  legisla- 
ture shAUfall  from  its  base,  that  its  foundations  be  upturned,  and  this  de- 
posit brought  to  the  eyes  of  men,  be  it  then  known  that  on  this  day  the 
Unionofthe  United  States  of  America  stands  firm,  that  the  Constitution 
still  exists  and  with  all  its  ori^nal  usefulness  and   tilory;  jrrowins:  every 
day  stronger  in  the  affections  of  the  Rreat  body  of  the  American  prople, 
aud   attracting   more  and   more  the  admiration  of  the  worid."    See  2 
Curtis'8  Webrtor,  621 ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 
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tore  of  that  State  which  closed  its  long  session  a  few  mont 
earlier,  had  rattled  liard  the  dry  bones  of  Whig  respectabil 
and  privilege.  Besides  acts  for  general  banking,  sec 
ballots,  and  a  partial  plurality,  it  had  dared  to  propose 
convention  for  remodelling  the  State  constitution,  wh( 
crumpled  parchment,  with  quaint  expressions,  was  steep 
in  revolutionary  memories.  Ti-ue  to  lier  conservative 
stincts,  Massachusetts  could  not  remain  long  under  sv 
sacrilegious  leaders.  But  in  the  dissension,  now  fata], 
conscience  and  commercial  Whigs,  and  in  the  stifled  repi 
nance  of  the  former  to  inevitable  results,  only  one  other  Stj 
of  the  free  North  besides  Massachusetts  clung  still  to  t 
party  which  came  in  triumphant  under  the  lamented  Tayloi 
Vermont,  though  a  State  of  radical  tendencies,  elected 
Whig  governor  this  year,  and  in  a  Free  Soil  convention  Jo 
Van  Buren  was  heard  denouncing  the  fugitive  slave  law 
unconstitutional.  Elsewhere  Northern  Whigs  began  losi 
their  hold  in  spite  of  the  national  patronage.  Pennsylvai 
passed  to  the  Democrats  and  Governor  Bigler;  Ohio 
mained  with  tlie  opposition  as  before,  though  the  Whigs  j 
up  Vinton,  one  of  the  ablest  and  purest  of  their  party,  a 
candidate.  In  New  York,  where  only  inferior  officers  w 
chosen  this  year,  the  Democrats  carried  nearly  the  whole  li 
though  by  a  vote  very  close.  Of  Statt^s  lately  admitt 
Wisconsin  had  little  sympathy  with  the  Whigs,  while  d 
fornia,  like  an  ingrate,  turned  its  back  upon  the  weak-kn< 
friends  who  had  sacrificed  so  much  to  bring  her  into 
Union  as  a  free  State,  and  embraced  the  horny-handed  1 
mocracy.f 

The  trend  of  Southern  politics  favored  in  like  manner 
late  compromise  measures  and  national  integrity.     Strc 
effort   had  been  made  in   the  cotton-raising  States,   Soi 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  to  bring 
whole  slave  section  into  hostile  concert,  but  the  effort  fail 
Louisiana,  North  Carolina,  and  most  of  the  border  Sta 

•  Vermont  had  passed  a  personal   liberty  bill  and   maintained    str 
hostility  to  the  fugitive-slave  law. 
t  Newspapers  of  the  day ;  Tribune  Almanac. 
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were  disposed  to  treat  the  late  settlement  as  a  finality. 
Texas  was  committed  by  her  acceptance  of  a  price  for  New 
Mexico.     At  the  instance  of  Secretary  Stuart  of  the  Interior, 
the  Virginia  assembly  posed  once  more  as  umpire,  and  in  a 
series  of  complacent  resolutions,  passed  with  great  unanimity, 
irhich  were  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  every  State  in 
the  Union  except  offending  Vermont,  pronounced  anathemas 
apon  anti-slavery  societies  and  Southern  disunion  gatherings 
alike,  and  pointed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as 
the  strong  rock  and  refuge  for  the  rights  of  the  whole  Con- 
federacy.    It  was  about  this  same  time  that  the  legislature  of 
Soath  Carolina  proposed  to  the  slaveholding  States  a  South- 
em  Congress.     Quitman's  arrest  and  resignation,*  while  in 
the  full  pant  for  secession  with  Mississippi  in  the  lead,  left  him 
a  mere  private  citizen,  to  solicit  votes  for  governor  at  the  com- 
ing elections.     There  was  great  excitement  throughout  this 
State;  the  friends  of  compromise,  now  styled  ^^  the  Union 
party,"  nominated  Foote  as  their  candidate  for  governor. 
Quitman,  put  forward  by  the  "  Southern  party,"  or  disun- 
ionists,  was  not  a  man  of  expedients  or  calm  reserve.     Heed- 
less of  the  warning  that  Virginia  and  the  rest  were  leaving 
his  boat  high  and  dry,  he  proposed  secession  still,  in  bold 
and  disdainful  speech,  unless  new  and  preposterous  guaran- 
tees to  slavery  were  added.     Foote,  with  his  fussy  Unionism 
and  ready  pistol-case,  carried  the  voters ;  both  he  and  Quit 
man  stumping   the   State  with   bitter  personal  encounter. 
Sei>tember  elections  to  a  proposed  State  conven-  September- 
tion  resulted  in  a  very  large  majority  of  delegates  November, 
favorable  to  the  Union ;  and  Quitman  quitted  the  canvass 
for  governor  in  consequence,  deeply  mortified.     Jefferson 
Davis  was  now  prevailed  upon  to  lead  the  forlorn  hope  of  the 
Southern  cause.     Sick  at  the  time  and  almost  blind,  he  re- 
signed the  seat  in  the  Senate  to  which  he  had  lately  been  re- 
chosen,  and  made  a  sharp  and  vigorous  contest.     Foote,  of 
course,  defeated  him,  but  tlie  vanquished  secessionist  found 
reason  to  boast  that  in  six  short  weeks  he  had  cut  down  the 

*  Supra,  p.  216. 
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Union  majority  a  good  third  from  the  figures  as  Qiillm  ■■  a 
left  them.*    The  result  of  the  autumn  elections  elsewhere     ^n.1 
the  South  favored  still  more  decidedly  the  cause  of  natioi^^siJ 
conciliation  on  the  new  basis.     Alabama  pronounced,  wk^^CA 
scarcely  less  emphasis,  for  the  Union.     Even  South  Caroli^KXA 
cast  her  secession  schemes  aside  for  the  present ;  thou^^^li 
here,  in  this  latter  State,  so  feebly  burned  the  lamp  of  loyaS.  ^^y 
that  both  local  parties  demanded  new  redress  for  the  SouUXi  ; 
the  one  favored  separate  and  immediate  secession,  and  t^^JXie 
other  secession  when  other  Southern  States  were  ready       t» 
co-operate,  t 

Indeed  there  were  few,  very  few  public  men  of  Soon^tli 
Carolina  by  this  time  who  dared  maintain  the  supremacy       of 
the  Union  at  all  hazards.     Nearly  solitary  among  them       to 
deny  all  rights  of  secession,  was  the  old  veteran  Joel     -Bst. 
Poinsett.      James  Hamilton  and  other  sagacious  advifl^"^rg 
owned  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  compromise;  a  tl^b'^ 
crisis  Uiight  yet  arise,  and  we  could  only  ''wait  and  se^^-" 
Hayne   and   Rhett,   on  the  other  hand,  were   red-hot  ^"or 
secession   sooner  or  later.     South  Carolina  and  her  rul^^r« 
drew  the  whole  soul  of  Calhoun's  dogmas  through    their  I'mp® 
as  sunlight  drinks  the  dew.     And  it  was  to  meet  disunic::^'^*' 
ists  like  these,  whether  present  or  prospective,  that  Clay,         ^^ 
a  letter  from  Ashland  this  autumn,  while  inculcating  fc:^!^® 
duty  of  adhering  firmly  to  the  late  settlement,  insisted  pow  ^^^^' 
fully  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  peaceable  secessic^-  ^'■^ 
that  it  was  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Union  and  the  | 
eral  government  to  prevent  any  State  from  seceding  by 
strong  arm  of  military  power.  J 


*  2  Claiborne's  Quitman,  c.  Hi ;  1  Jefferson  Davis's  Southern  Conf< 
racy,  li).    Davis,  in  a  letter  written  in  1853  (Davis,  ib.  22),  denied 
any  party  in  Mississippi  had  ever  advocated  disunion.     This  is  com 
however,  to  the  current  testimony  of  1851.     And  see  2  Claiborne's  Qi 
man,  with  its  confidential  correspondence  of  that  year.     But  Davis 
much  more  moderate  in  his  speeches  than  Quitman  had  been, — taking 
tone  of  one  who  meant  to  leiive  all  **  to  the  dictate-s  of  his  State.** 

t  (/urrent  newspai>ers;  Johnston's  Alexander  II.  Stephens,  264. 

I  2  Curtis \s  Webster,  c.  38;  2  Schurz's  Clay.    In  this  same  letter 
Clay  declared  his  conviction,  and  very  properly,  that  the  Kentucky 
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Both  Union  and  Disunion  candidates  in  the  cotton  States 
this  year,  had  been  mostly  identified  with  the  Democrats. 
Throogfaoat  the  Union,  a  re-united  country  meant  a  re-united 
Ditional  Democracy. 

After  a  great  popular  tumult  comes  tranquillity  when  the 
exciting  cause  of  disturbance  has  been  removed.  Patriotism 
for  a  space  is  on  its  good  behavior.  A  favorite  engraving 
of  the  day  bore  the  name  of  "  Union."  It  showed  sage 
statesmen  of  both  sections,  gathering  near  an  effigy  of  Wash* 
uigton,  with  the  national  emblems  in  their  keeping ;  Clay, 
Webster,  Fillmore,  and  Cass  were  among  the  figures  in  the 
foiegroand,  with  General  Scott;  Calhoun,  too,  with  pallid 
faoe,  but  not  his  companion  of  the  shades,  brown  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  still  less  Chase  or  Seward. 

In  such  an  epoch  some  novelty  is  eagerly  sought,  some- 
^^^  to  divert  discussion,  and  give  earnest  to  the  world 
that  ''our  flag  is  there.**     These  were  years  of  furor  in  our 
<^ef  dtaes.     The  first  furor  was  in  1850,  when  Jenny  Liud, 
^e  Swedish  nightingale,  landed  ai  America,  and 
"Oder  protection  of  Bamum,  a  showman  artful  i^Qe^^^m. 
puffery,  made  a  musical  tour  of  unparalleled  suc- 
^^^88.     More   than   twenty   thousand    persons  greeted   this 
4^een  of  song  when  she  landed  at  the  New  York  pier ;  and 
^   ardent  was  the  bidding  that  native  vocalists,  j^j^^^j^j 
^^eking  to  light  their  little  torches  of  notoriety  in 
*e  flame  of  her  widely  advertised  renown,  wf>uld  pay  $625 
^^  more  for  a  first  ticket  at  her  concert  when  the  seati*  were 
*^ctioned  oflf.     Besides  her  exquisite  voice  she  had  the  gift 
^^  a  sweet  disposition  and  unaff<fct«d  kin<lness. 

"The  second  furor  was  when   London  opene^J  her  crystal 
Pa.laoe  for  the  first  exhibition  the  world  evtr  saw     j^^j 
^^    the  industries  of  aU   nationb.      Wild  wnn  the  ^^j^^ 
^Othosiasm  of  our  citizens  at  home  on  h<;aririj^  that, 
^t  the  international  regatta  held  in  July  ou  the  Knglinh  iJrtini 
^fore  the  crowned  heads  of  Euroj^*?.  tht:  va/rht  "  Awi^fricn," 

^ij^inia  Bceoliiti<»  of  17W>^17»  •llw4«i  *  im.  'jjUm  <jr  <yMiiiiMUMfi«  W 

VOL.  T. — ^15 
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flyiog  the  stars  and  stiipes,  had  easily  borne  off  the  Qc 
gold  cap.  Swiftness  and  grace  of  model  were  the  dii 
tion  of  American  ship-building,  here  as  in  the  wi 
1812. 

The  third  and  greatest  furor  of  the  times  was  kindle 

the  arrival  of  Louis  Kossuth,  the  Hungarian  exile,  a 

close  of  this  latter  year.     A  man  of  culture 

liberal  ideas,   who  had   earned   the   right  t< 

opinions  by  suffering  imprisonment  for  them  under  an 

trian  despot,  he  emulated  the  example  of  the  latest  Frencl 

olution  by  inciting  his  native  Hungary  to  struggle  for  nal 

independence.     Freedom  shed  a  false  light,  here  as  repca 

in  European  countries  and  over  the  domaii 

194^1861 

*  F>ance  herself.  Austria  suppressed  the  revoli 
and  Kossuth,  when  all  hope  was  lost,  fled  with  his  compa 
into  the  Turkish  dominions.  Not  Austria  alone,  but  E 
demanded  of  that  most  imbecile  of  European  powers 
the  fugitives  should  be  given  up.  But  the  Hungarian  e 
gle  had  enlisted  the  deep  s^^mpatliies  of  our  American 
pie ;  and  England  joined  other  liberal  powers  of  Euro 
aiding  an  arrangement  by  which  Kossuth,  instead  of 
handed  over  to  his  enemies,  might  cross  the  ocean  and 
in  the  United  States  an  asylum.  Turkey,  thus  bracec 
withstood  the  menaces  of  Russia  and  Austria  and  refus 
surrender  the  fugitives. 

Pursuant  to  the  wish  of  Congress,*   President  Fill 
sent  one  of  our  men-of-war,  the  frigate  "  Mississippi,"  t 

Mediterranean  for  the  purpose  of   bringing 

suth  to  America ;  and  early  in  September  tha 
tinguished  exile  with  his  suite  embarked  from  Constantin 

westward  bound.  But  regarding  himself  rath 
Xmrember"^^^  vindicator  of  his  people's  cause  than  a  d 

trodden  exile,  Kossuth  turned  at  once  the  f 
resources  of  his  eloquence  and  personal  address  to  co 
the  compassion,  which  foreign  powers  had  extended  01 
pure  benevolence,  mto  active  co-operation  for  another  re 

*  Joint  Resolution,  March  3,  1851. 
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tion.  He  left  the  United  States  frigate  at  Gibraltar,  and 
swled  for  Albion's  Isle.  With  Louis  Napoleon  across  the 
oliannel,  plotting  at  this  very  moment  to  seize  the  reins  of 
izxiperial  power,  the  English  ministry  had  abundant  cause 
^or  caution  in  dealing  with  leaders  of  failure.  Sailing  thence 
OKI  a  passenger-steamer  across  the  Atlantic,  Kos- 
sftuth  reached  New  York  Bay  on  the  morning  of 
II>*ecember  4th.  The  fame  of  his  misfortunes,  his  eloquence, 
l^is  noble  personal  bearing,  and  his  fresh  aspirations  for  his 
<M3untry  had  preceded  him. 

Kossoth  and  downtrodden  Hungary  absorbed  the  American 

vi^nd  for  the  next  six  months.     Crowds  thronged  to 

8ee  the  brave  Magyar  as  he  journeyed  hither  andDecember- 

titiither,  and  caught  the  inspiration  of  his  flaming    j^^ 

eloquence.     Our  people  were   still  very  fond   of 

Oratory,   and    Kossuth's   remarkable    speeches,    uttered   in 

fluent  English,  were  a  rich  treat.     His  picture  was  displayed 

ill  a  thoosand  shops,  in  the  repose  of  a  portrait,  or  as^  the 

emblematic  warrior  trampling  down   Austria's   eagle   and 

orown.     The  Kossuth  soft  hat,  the  Kossuth  mustache  and 

l>eard,  and  the  Kossuth  overcoat  with  flowing  sleeves,  be- 

cji^me  the  fashionable  craze.      After  waiting  a  day  at  Staten 

Xaland,  in  order  to  give  New  York's  city  fathers  time  to  pre- 

I>«re  a  grand  reception,  the  Hungarian,  with  bis  suite,  struck 

til»«  first  cyclone  of  applause  at  Castle  Garden  landing,  where, 

a.^ter  making  a  brief  address  to  the  multitude,  he  took  his 

place  in  a  vast  procession  which  paraded  the  streets  under 

xxillitary  escort.     A  few  days  of  recuperation  were  followed 

^>y  a  public  dinner  at  which  he  made  a  long  and  able  speech. 

V^arioos  banquets  followed,  among  them  one  from  the  New 

^ork  press,  over  which  Bryant,  the  poet- journalist,  presided. 

'^"'iie  keynote  of  hospitality  thus  struck  rang  out  clear  and 

Itasty  in  the  other  cities,  east  and  west,  which  Kossuth  after- 

^^ajds  visited,  on  a  tour  which  gave  full  scope  to  his  rare 

I>owers  of  picturesque  and  felicitous  expression.      It  added 

*»«ch  to  the  impression  of  his  distinguished  mien,  that  he 

could  address  our  crowds  so  admirably  in  their  own  tongue. 

T*liat  of  itself  was  an  appeal  to  common  brotherhood ;  and 
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Eoeeath  spoke,  besides,  for  his  country,  for  liberty,  not  fo-^^^foi 
himself.  Some  of  his  imagery  could  not  be  forgotten  h^^zM  bj 
those  who  heard  him,  as  iu  one  passage,  for  instance,  wher^K^^^n 
he  described  the  spiiits  of  the  slain  Huugarian  heroes,  hoii^r^^:3>v- 
ering  over  the  battlefield,  aud  crj'iug,  ''  Liberty  or  death.**       ^'*' 

It  was  not  strange  that  a  man  of  such  gifts,  overflowin  ^jm.Mn^ 
with  zeal  for  a  cause  which  to  him  was  life  itself,  shoolf  mLuld 
have  essayed  a  task  which,  to  any  foreigner  and  especialUEJE-jdlj 
to  one  who  had  fought  and  failed,  was  formidable:  that ^i^ .at, 
namely,  of  embroiling  the  United  States  in  a  distant  Eopt^Sq- 
ropean  revolution.     Kossuth's  visit  to  this  country  has  bee^^^sen 
likened  to  that  of  Lafayette,*  which,  in  truth,  was  the  onKZ^zaoIy 
tour  of  a  European  which  ever  yet  surpassed  it  in  warmthzK.^:lii; 
and  had  Kossuth,  like  Lafayette,  accepted  the  ovation  ^        as 
one  of  personal  sympathy,  its  exit  would  have  been  illnstcflt^^bi* 
ons.     But  great  orators  are  not  always  consummate  iitiili        ma 
men,  and  Kossuth  overshot  the  mark  by  contending  again^^z^at 
the  soundest  traditions  of  our  national  policy,  and  tryii^c  ii^ 
almost  to  set  the  people  against  their  rulers  to  bring  aboi^^Dut 
intervention  for  Hungary.      This  carried  the  parallel  of  bz^tu 
visit  closer  to  that  of  Genet  in  1793,t  tliough  free  from  t         he 
outrageous  intrusion  which  made  that  earlier  mission  so  ^Sn- 
sufiferable.     For  Kossuth  had  dignity  of  character;  he  vm^.-  as 
cool  and  rational ;   he  pushed  bis  point,  it  is  true,  but  stopp^^ed 
short  of  ridiculous  folly.     He  knew  too  well,  moreover,  ttiaat 
no  government  stood  behind  him  to  give  weight  to  his  c  JM'e- 
dentials.       This   oflfort,    unexpected    at  his   first   rapturc:^i^«'S 
welcome,  produced  a  strong  reaction  against  the  Hunganv-  «^^ 
exile ;  and  on  his  return  to  Europe,  the  following  June,        ti 
had  the  crestfallen  aspect  of  a  guest  who  somehow  had  o  '■-^ 
worn  his  welcome,  and  had  sunk,  like  the  cause  he  support^^"  ^ 
into  an  object  of  listless  curiosity. 

At  the  civic  banquets  in  Now  York,  Kossuth  indicate 
the  real  purpose  of  his  visit.  He  wished  to  procure,  throii  ^ 
public  or  private  means,  the  sinews  of  fresh  resistance,  a.  ^^ 
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indaoethis  great  republic  of  freemeD,  as  well  as  Great  Britain, 
to  prevent  Austria  and  Russia  from  crushing  Hungary  to  the 
wall.    Well  prepared  for  the  discussion  he  must  provoke, 
he  argued  skilfully  against  that  traditional  policy  of  non-in- 
terference in  European  affairs  which  bore  Washington's  im- 
mortal sanction.     He  did  not  appreciate  how  strongly  tlie 
Monroe  Doctrine  confirmed  that  policy  by  confining  our  aims 
tnd  influence  to  our  own  hemisphere ;    nor  how,  after  all, 
Hke  every  sound   system  of   diplomacy,  our  whole   policy 
rested  upon  that  impr^nable  base  of  national  self-interest, 
igainst  which  all  appeals  to  wars  of  sentiment  and  to  phil- 
uthropic  entanglements  for  the  benefit  of  other  countries, 
must  dash  in   vain.      That  eighteenth   century   tradition, 
vgued  the  orator,  was  primitive,  worn  out,  unsuitable  to 
this  broader  age ;  and  there  was  such  a  thing  as  intervening 
in  Europe  without  embroiling  ourselves.     Washington  had 
^  view  a  temporary  situation,  neutrality  in  war.     Was  that 
^t  very  different  from  influence  and  intercession  in  peace? 
Could  only  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  join  in  pro- 
testing against  Russian   intervention,  that  would   stop   it. 
^nd  with  that  end  in  view  he  called  upon  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  hold  meetings  and  urge  the  President  and 
ingress  to  take  such  a  step. 

A  few  days  before  Kossuth  touched  the  American  strand 
we  thtfty-second  Congress  convened  for  a  session     ^^^ 
•*  fHvolous   as  ever   was    held  during  our   first  D«ceni- 
^Dtiiry  of  independence,  and  yet  the  longest  of        '^' 
'hein  all,  save  that  session  of  the  compromise  two  years  be- 
fore.    The  weakening  of  the  Whig  party  was  obvious ;  their 
streogtii  had   frittered    away.     In   a   Senate   of   sixty-two 
n^^bers,  with  two  vacancies  to  be  filled,  the  Whigs  num- 
bered! twenty-four,  the  opposition  thirty-three,  while  Hale, 
Sutuner,  and  Chase  ranked  as  distinctive  Free  Soilers.     In 
the  House  were  eighty-eight  Whigs,  one  hundred  and  forty 
opposition  men,  and  five  Free  Soilers,  making  a  total  of  two 
liiindred  and  thirty-three,  besides  four  territorial  delegates 
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who  could  speak  but  not  vote.*  From  the  Whig  caucus  of 
the  House  many  party  members  stayed  away ;  the  meeting 
made  no  nominations  because  nominations  were  useless; 
but  it  adopted  a  resolution  to  sustain  the  compromise 
settlement  by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote.f  The  House 
nominees  of  the  Democratic  caucus  were  chosen  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  by  handsome  majorities, — Linn 
Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  a  blameless  candidate,  leading  as 
Speaker  on  the  first  ballot. 

The  compromise  measure  being  now  laid  aside  by  mu- 
tual assent.  Congress  was  in  a  fair  frame  of  mind — the 
more  so  now  that  the  Presidential  leap-year  approached — 
to  agitate  the  wrongs  of  Hungary.  Upon  this 
^^•^2!  Question  the  President,  in  his  message,  blended 
that  happy  mixture  of  friendship  and  prudence 
which  befitted  the  case.  In  one  passage  he  pi*omised  a  rigid 
adherence  to  the  policy  of  neutrality,  of  friendly  relations 
with  all  nations  and  entangling  alliances  with  none.  But 
in  another  he  said  that  the  deep  interest  which  we  feel 
in  the  spread  of  liberal  principles  and  the  sympathy  with 
which  we  witness  every  struggle  against  oppression  *^  for- 
bid that  we  should  be  indifferent  to  a  case  in  which  the 
strong  arm  of  a  foreign  power  is  invoked  to  stifle  public 
sentiment  and  repress  the  spuit  of  freedom  in  any  country."  J 

It  did  not  take  long  for  Congress  to  give  Louis  Kossuth 
_        ,      in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 

DocomDor 

*  a  cordial  welcome,  in  due  form,  to  the  capital  and 
the  country.  §  Shortly  before  Christmas  did  the  liberator 
bend  his  course  to  the  national  city,  in  recognition  of  this 
courtesy,  breaking  his  journey  at  Philadelphia,  where  a 
public  reception  honored  him  at  old  Independence  Hall. 
When  he  reached  the  railroad  station  at  Washington,  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  accosted  him ;  and  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year,  accompanied  by  Senator  Seward,  the  hero 

•  Tribune  Almanac,  1852. 

t  Thaddeus  Stevens  opposed  that  resolution  single-handed. 

I  President's  message,  December  2,  1851. 

(  Joint  ResolutioDi  December  15,  1851. 
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called  by  prearrangement  at  the  White  House,  where  Sec- 
retary Webster  presented  him  in  form  to  the  President. 
Ajniabie  and  graceful  in  manners,  iutellectual  in  discourse, 
aodL  of  polite  demeanor,  Kossuth,  enthusiast  though  he 
was  on  the  theme  which  most  engrossed  him,  sustained  well 
his  position.  President  Fillmore  received  him  witli  great 
personal  respect  and  kindness,  but  with  becoming  reserve ; 
ancl  being  complimented  ui)on  the  sympathetic  strain  of 
his  late  message  he  took  care  to  reply  that  the  national 
policy  on  subjects  like  that  referred  to  had  been  long 
est&Uished.* 

On  the  7th  of  January,  the  holiday  recess  being  over, 
ttie  Hungarian  visited  both   Houses  of  Congress 
by  formal  invitation,  and  attended  in  the  evening  jj^^^ 
a  public  banquet  given  in  his  honor.     The  freedom 
of  this  latter  feast  loosened  the  tongues  of  some  statesmen, 
wl&o  vied  to  say  the  popular  thing.     The  Hulsemaun  letter, 
of  which  we  shall  presently  speak,  was  what  Webster  stood 
opon,  and  he  expressed  a  wish  that  Hungary  might  estab- 
lish her  independence.      Free  from  all  official  constraint, 
tbe  impulsive  Cass  went  farther,  and  declared  point-blank 
in  a  speech  that  the  United  States  ought  to  interpose  and 
prevent  Russia  from  interfering   against  Hungarian  inde- 
pendence.     Douglas,   an  outsider   also,   and   the  cleverest 
P^'esidential  angler  of  the  three,  while   concurring  with  his 
fellow-senator,  added  that  he   would  not  join  Great  Britain 
'o  any  protest  of  the  kind  until   that  kingdom  did  justice  to 
Ireland. 

Congress  in  the  meantime,  and  more  especially  its  rhetor- 
'cal   branch,  the  Senate,  had  plunged  into  that  same  embar- 
^^fiing  topic  of  expostulatory  intervention ;  and  long  after 
Kossnth  had  left  this  cerebral  city  of  the  Union,  so  cordial  in 
^'^     hospitality,  and  while  he  progressed  westward, 
^^thward,  and  at  length  through  New  England  and  •^a*^^' 
^^    i:iortheast,  lionized  and  drawing  large  crowds 
^'^  ^4ie  way,  like  some  advance  courier  of  the  electoral  men- 

*  Newspapers ;  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  37. 
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agerie  of  this  year,  whose  influence  was  disturbing,  the  de- 
bate was  prolonged  among  these  marble  pillars  as  to  how  far 
our  government  might  interfere  effectively  in  the  political 
struggles  of  Europe  without  violating  its  cherished  principles 
or  getting  drawn  into  danger.  A  discussion,  at  first  spirited, 
gradually  dragged  and  grew  tedious,  and  at  last  became  ex- 
tinct by  postponement.  Resolutions  offered  by  Cass,  Sew- 
ard, and  others,  which  proposed  a  protest  against  Russian 
intervention,  became  mingled  in  some  way  with  others  for 
exhorting  Great  Britain  to  release  her  Irish  prisoners  of 
state, — one  of  those  last,  Thomas  F.  Meagher,  who  had 
escaped  from  Van  Dicman's  Land,  arriving  at  New  York  in 
time  to  dispute  summer  honors  with  the  Magyar.  Such  a 
turn  of  events  necessarily  disconcerted  those  plans  of  Kos- 
suth which  looked  to  a  joint  remonstrance  by  England  and 
America  against  his  country's  oppressors.  Bearing  up  well 
his  dignity  through  all  this  fickle  flood  of  popularity,  the 
gi'eat  exile  departed  for  the  British  coast  in  midsummer, 
dismissed  from  our  people's  attention  with  no  unkinder 
thought  than  that  this  splendid  orator  was  something  of  a 
political  visionary, — a  bankrupt  revolutionist,  in  fact,  like 
so  many  others  of  those  stranded  Europeans  whose  oppor- 
tune day  was  gone. 

In  close  connection  with  this  Hungarian  visit  was  sprung 
a  controversy  with  the  Austrian  minister  which  di*ew  from 
Webster  a  despatch  renowned  as  the  ''Hulsemann  letter." 
In  June,  1849,  while  the  issue  of  tlie  Kossuth  out- 
break  was  still  doubtful,  President  Taylor  had  dis- 
patched to  Vienna  a  special  agent,*  who  was  to  watch  the 
progress  of  that  movement,  witli  a  view  of  recognizing  the 
independence  of  Hungary  should  a  government  de  facto  be 
established.  The  overtlirow  of  the  revolutionists  of  course 
forbade  their  recognition,  and  our  agent's  report  was  unfav- 
orable. But  when  in  the  following  spring  the  secret  in- 
structions of   that   mission  were   revealed  in  a  Presidential 

•  A.  Dudley  Mann. 
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message  and  made  public,  Austria  showed  reseotment. 
Hubemann,  the  Austrian  minister  at  Washington,  made  a 
fonnal  remonstrance  under  the  instructions  of  his 
goreroment  The  despatch  came  into  Webster'sg^p^^ 
hands  just  after  he  had  succeeded  Clayton  in  the 
portfolio  of  State  after  the  death  of  President  Taylor.  Its 
laogaage  was  severe  and  couched  in  no  civil  strain.  The 
reply  of  our  omnipotent  Secretary  quite  demolished  the  re- 
moDsteimt;  and  in  a  long  and  masterly  despatch,  enriched 
by  historical  allusion,  those  permanent  principles  were  vin- 
dicated which  the  United  States  chose  to  act  upon  in  recog- 
niziDg  new  governments,  bom  of  successful  revolution. 
This  ^'Hulsemann  letter,"  the  only  one,  perhaps,  which 
signalized  Webster's  recall  to  a  position  where  diplomatic 
skill  might  in  these  years  scour  in  vain  for  glory,  stirred  the 
depths  of  American  pride,  as  its  author  intended  it  should, 
at  a  time  when  sympathy  with  Kossuth  was  strongest,  by 
boldly  enunciating  the  grounds  of  American  policy,  and 
letting  the  people  of  Europe  see  how  great  a  nation  we  were.* 
For  tlie  moment  it  looked  as  if  a  quarrel  were  on  our  hands 
with  Austria ;  but  the  clouds  passed  off,  and  no  one  seemed 
better  satisfied,  as  time  went  on,  than  Hulsemann  himself, 
whose  encounter  with  an  adversary  that  took  such  pains  to 
confute  made  him  a  celebrity  of  the  day.  Faithful  to  bis 
own  instructions,  this  chevalier  returned  to  the  charge  after 
Webster^s  speech  at  the  Kossuth  banquet ;  f  but  the 
offence  was  easily  smoothed  over,  and  Austria  cer- 
tainly had  no  cause  for  anger  with  the  final  issue  of  Kossuth's 
tour. 

The  times  abroad  were  surely  not  auspicious  for  popular  • 
revolntion.     With  all  the  glory  of  her  unexampled 
six  months'  exhibition,  which  brought  all  nations 
of  the  earth   together  in  peaceful  rivalry.  Great  Britain 

*  See  2  Gnitis'B  Webater,  c.  37.    In  preparing  this  famous  despatch, 
Webster  amplified  and  extended  the  argument  upon  original  drafts  which 
were  famished  him  by  his  friend  Edward  Everett,  and  by  Hunter  of  the 
*^<'e|iartment.    lb. 
^  A;  Oipiomatic  archives,  1862. 
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gained  little  that  year  for  uuiversal  peace.     Her  own  disc 
tented  subjects  were  emigrating  in  vast  numbers,   as 
latest  census  showed,  and  of  turbulent  Ireland  alone 
population,  through  famine  and  removal,  had  fallen  back 
its  point  of  twenty  yeara  before.     In  France,  this  very  y< 
the  sacred  republican  cause  was  a  second   time  foully 
trayed  by  the  Bonapai*tes;  and  Louis,  the  nephew,  a 
successive  intrigues  to  frustrate  the  law  and  the  will  of 
representative  assembly,  which  forbade  his  re-electioD 
President,  prolonged  his  authority  by  the  bayc 
and  a  well-plauned  military  usurpation.     Frai 
gagged  and  bound,  was  put  on  the  high  road  once   u 
to  dazzling  imperialism.      In  Austria,   under  Mettemi 
counsel,    the  Emperor    returned   to   more   autocratic  r 
A  German  monarch  was  intent  on  suppressing  ^^  anar 
and  demagogism ;  "  Italy  and  Spain  shut  out  the  light 
liberal  doctrines;  Russia's  secret  police  ferrei 

1852.  ^  .        .  T>-  *^  .    .   ^ 

out  many  conspiracies.  Rives,  our  mmister 
Paris,  made  censure  in  the  despatches  he  wrote  home  of 
metliods  by  which  Louis  Napoleon  made  himself  despot 
France  in  violation  of  his  vows  to  the  Republic.  When 
French  minister  at  Washington  complained  of  these  t 
patches  as  unwarrantable,  an  interference  with  the  conc€ 
which  belonged  to  his  government,  our  Secretary  disavo^ 
all  disrespectful  imputation,  and  requested  Rives  to  mak- 
Paris  a  like  disavowal.  This  was  not  in  the  lofty  ton^ 
the  Hulsemann  letter ;  and  Rives,  pointing  out  the  comp 
son,  refused  to  retract.* 

The  long  session  of  Congress,  with  its  copious  discusfi 
and  indefinite  purpose,  came  to  an  end  on  the  t 
Aug^^  31  ^^  August.  The  squander  of  the  public  territ 
was  no  novelty  while  parties  catered  for  popula 
in  a  Presidential  year.  A  wholesale  donation  bill  of  * 
sort  which  passed  the  House  in  favor  of  the  several  Sti 
failed  in  the  Senate.     But  an  entering  wedge  for  priv 

*  Diplomatic  Correspondeuce,  1852. 
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enterpriaes  at  the  West  wad  driven  by  an  act  which  gave 
to  Missouri  a  right  of  way  and  a  tract  of  the  public  lands 
to  aid  in  building  railroads.*  Yielding  still  farther  to  the 
pressure  of  the  railway  lobby  which  had  b^un  in  earnest, 
Congress  voted  a  general  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands.f  Aid  was  given  to  construct  a  ship  canal  around 
Saolt  Ste.  Marie.  Large  appropriations  were  made  for  the 
improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors ;  subsidies  were  voted  to 
ocean  steamers ;  and,  perhaps,  the  most  salutary  act  of  the 
session  provided  for  the  inspection  of  steamboat  boilers  and 
the  better  security  of  passengers.  |  It  was  in  vain  that  Fill- 
more tried  to  bring  about  some  changes  in  the  tariff ;  for 
though  courteous  enough  to  him,  this  was  not  his  Congress, 
nor  a  Whig  Congress. 

While  Democrats  inclined  to  criticise  the  President's  con- 
tinental policy  as  tame  and  complaisant  to  British  influence, 
they  praised  him  for  allaying  the  sectional  strife  at  home. 
His  annual  message  had  urged  the  country  to  accept  the 
compromise  measures  of  1850  as  a  finality. §  A  resolution 
of  the  same  purport  was  brought  up  in  the  House, 
under  the  lead  of  Jackson  and  Hillyer,  of  Georgia,  ^ 
&Qd  adopted  by  a  good  majority.  Democrats  North  and 
^uth  voted  compactly  in  its  favor ;  the  Southern  Whigs, 
^!oo,  almost  unanimously  ;   but  Northern  Whigs  divided.  || 

Pending  these  tedious  debates,  party  lines  were  drawn 
^d  the  Presidential  fray  began.  The  South  showed  a  dis- 
position to  give  the  electoral  honors  to  some  Northern  can- 
didate ;  and  among  the  anxious  aspirants  from  free  States 
most  had  been  eager  to  pledge  fealty  to  the  compromise  set- 
tiement.  That  "great  demoralization,"  as  Seward  after- 
ward styled  it,  had  already  begun.  Cass,  among  the  Dem- 
ocrats, not  content  to  lick  the  dust,  rolled  over  and  over. 

•  Acts  June  10.  1852.  c.  45. 

f  -Act  August  4,  1852,  c.  80. 

t  Acts  August  30,  1852.  cs.  98,  106. 

i  Bleasage,  December  2, 1861. 

f  Oongressional  Globe. 
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CongresB,  he  proclaimed,  ought  not  to  plant  an  anti-slavery 
restriction  in  any  territory,  but  leave  all  to  the  territoriid 
legislature.  Buchanan,  a  Democrat  in  retirement,  exhorted 
a  return  to  State  rights  and  the  old  doctrines  of  1798  as  the 
true  means  of  preserving  the  Union.*  Within  the  Whig 
fold,  Webster's  friends  were  in  eager  motion,  calling  local 
conventions,  choosing  delegates  like  Choate,  of  the  best 
ability,  and  determined  that  this  time,  for  the  last,  their 
splendid  champion  should  be  foremost  in  place  as  well  as 
influence.  Webster  himself,  writing  to  a  Virginian,  reiterated 
his  entire  approbation  of  the  compromise  measures  as  neces- 
sary and  expedient ;  and  of  the  fugitive-slave  act  as  '♦en- 
tirely constitutional,  highly  proper,  and  absolutely  essential 
to  the  peace  of  the  country."  f  But  the  field  was  not  clear 
for  the  Massachusetts  champion,  even  in  his  own  party  ranks. 
Winfield  Scott  was  the  express  favorite  of  various  Whig  con- 
ventions, that  of  Pennsylvania  among  the  number.  He  had 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  compromise  measures,  and  many 
preferred  bim  for  that  very  reason.  And  Clay,  too,  strong 
enough  in  his  last  grasp  of  life  to  dictate  the  candidate  of 
the  compromisers,  announced  bis  decided  preference  for 
Fillmore.  The  other  competitors,  be  wrote  in  bis  "  Ullman 
letter,"  had  not  been  tried  as  administrators ;  but  Fillmore 
had  been  tried  ''  and  found  true,  faithful,  honest  and  scrup- 
ulous." t 

The  national  convention  of  the  two  great  parties  met  in 
June,  just  as  the  country  was  recuperating  from 
the  Kossuth  craze.     Each   convention  in  turn  was 
held  at  Baltimore,  a  city  easily  reached   from  the  capital 
where  Congress  tarried,  and  convenient  for  political  confer- 
ence.    The  Democratic  convention,  first  in  order, 
*  occupied  five  days.     John  W.  Davis,  of  Indiana, 
a  former  Speaker  of  the  House,  presided.     The  Jacksonian 

•  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  22 ;  letters  to  friends  In  Vir^nla  and  Miasi»> 
sippi. 

t  6  Harper ;  newspapers  of  the  day. 

X  Clay's  Private  Correspondence,  628  (March  6,  1862).  Crittenden  alAo 
wrote  to  annoouce  his  preference  for  Fillmore.    2  Crittenden,  2b. 
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role  requiring  two-thirds  for  a  nominee,  killed  eventaally 
the  chief  competitors,  as  in  1844,  and  exalted  the  anconspic- 
QOOB.    Four  days  were  spent  in  fruitless  balloting,  Cass, 
Buchanan,  Douglas,  and  Marey  being  the  lival  aspirants. 
A.t  length,  on  Saturday,  the  fifth  day,  and  on  the  forty- 
ninth  ballot  General  Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire, 
^rhoee  previous  east  had  been  fifty-five  votes,  won  with  282. 
Xn  a  suffocating   afternoon  session  William  R.  King,  of 
-AJabama,  was  nominated  as  Vice-President,  and  a  party 
platform  carried  with  little  or  no  discussion,  in  a  wildfire  of 
^^dtement  and  while  all  were  impatient  to  disperse,  which 
pledged  resistance  to  all  attempts  in  or  out  of  Congress  at 
inenewing  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  *^  under  what- 
ever shape  or  color;"  and   a  determination   furthermore, 
t;o  **  live  by  and  adhere  to "  a  faithful  execution  of  the 
oompromise  settlement  of  1850,  the  fugitive-slave  act  in- 
cluded.* 

On  the  16th  of  June  followed  the  convention  of  the  Whigs, 
vho  vainly  flattered  themselves  that,  with  no  such  cast-iron 
rule,  their  contest  among  candidates  would  be  less  stubborn. 
John  G.  Chapman,  of  Maryland,  another  ex-mem- 
ber  of  the  House,  presided.  Unlike  the  Democratic 
convention,  this  one,  before  proceeding  to  ballot,  consumed 
two  days  in  preliminary  business,  and  a  third  in  construct- 
ing the  platform.  Equivocal  and  prolix  in  expression,  the 
Whig  platform  indicated  how  feeble,  after  all,  was  the  party 
cohesion;  for,  while  acquiescing  in  the  late  compromise 
sets  as  a  settlement  of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  questions 
which  they  embraced,  and  deprecating  and  discountenancing 
•H  further  agitation  on  the  subject,  the  resolution,  as  adoptc^d, 
Kmited  the  strict  enforcement  of  these  acts  "  until  time  and 
experience  shall  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  further  leg- 
islation" to  guard  against  their  evasion  or  abuse,  not  impair- 
ing their  present  efficiency.  This  was  a  sufficient  pledge 
of  harmony  for  the  Union's  sake,  but  not  so  specific  a  pledge 
as  the  Democrats  had  given,  nor  one  which  guaranteed  the 

*  Newspapers  of  the  day. 
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fagitive-Blave  Act  of  1850  against  all  possible  amendmei:^^' 
Southern  delegates  perceived  this  and  were  angry,  and  t^K^^ 
balloting  which  followed  the  adoption  of  this  platform  by    ^^ 
vote  far  from  unanimous,  showed  that  while  the  slaveholder'^^^^ii 
stood  by  Fillmore,  his  own  State  repudiated  him ;  and,  v^    ^ 
fact,  that  the  delegations  from  the  great  Middle  States  vbO^^ 
the  West  wished  Scott.     Webster  had  a  small,  though  steady*^* 
support,  chiefly  from  New  England,  though  some  delegates  ^ 
from  his  own  State  were  against  him.     Upon  the  first  baDot     ^ 
Fillmore  had  133,  Scott  131,  and  Webster  29 ;  and  for  fifty      ^ 
ballotings  this  remained  nearly  their  relative  strength.     The       ' 
friends  of  President  and  premier  awaited  the  withdrawal  of 
one  in  the  other's  favor;    but  no  such  courtesy  came,  for 
Webster,  who  was  playing  his  last  game,  stood  upon  pride 
and  immeasurable  services;   while  Fillmore,  as  he  had  a 
right  to  do,  upon  his  far  greater  backing.*     The  result  of 
it  was  that  rivals  of  the  same  compromising  sect  exhausted 
one  another,  and  the  convention,  true  to  Whig  preposses- 
sions, yielded  to  the  military  candidate.     On  the  fifty- third 
and  decisive  ballot,  Win  field  Scott  received  159  votes,  Fill- 
more 112,  and  Webster  21.     Scott's  nomination  for  Pi*esi- 
dent  was  declared  unanimous.     William  A.  Graham,  of  North 
Carolina,   was  quickly  nominated  for  Vice-President,    and 
with  resolutions  vainly  passed  to  soothe  the  feelings  of  the 
disappointed,  the  Whig  convention  on  the  fifth  day  adjourned 
its  bitter  session,  never  under  national  auspices   to  meet 
again. t 

In  view  of  their  practical  concurrence,  after  much  tribu- 
lation, upon  the  vexed  problem  of  the  day — and  since  both 
acquiesced  in  the  sectional  pacification  of  1850,  though  the 
national  Whigs  were,  in  sentiment,  hopelessly  divided  by 
it — wherein,  after  all,  consisted  now  the  fundamental  differ- 
ence bet\^een  Whig  and  Demcx'rat?     What  issue  was  there 

♦  Fillmore  appears  to  have  yielded  to  others  in  consenting;  to  enter  the 
field,  and  gave  to  a  delegate  from  his  own  district  written  authority  to 
withdraw  his  name  at  discretion. 

t  Newspapers  of  the  day. 
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X^t  between  these  parties  apon  which  to  condact  the  pres- 

^Emt  campaSgD?     Little,  we  may  rest  assured.      The  intel- 

B^nce  and  discriminating  justice  of  the  American  people 

^^ere  flattered  by  both  platforms ;  the  limited  scope,  too,  of 

^fcfae  general  government,  and  the  reserved  i-ights  of  States. 

;^Bnt  while  the  Whigs  called  still  for  encouragement  under 

-^ihe  tariff  to  American  industry,  for  the  liberal  improvement 

^i>f  rivers  and  harbors,  Democrats  rebuked  the  fostering  of 

4c:Mie  branch  of  industry  to  the  detriment  of  another,  and  the 

-^r^Mng  of  more  revenue  than  the  necessities  of  tlie  govern- 

'^naent  required.     Nearly,  then,  as  national  parties  seemed  to 

^a4)proach  one  another,  and  devoted  as  both  might  be  deemed 

» the  idea  that  the  people  were  the  fountain  of  sovereign 

ower,  there  appeared  this  radical  diversity  of  sentiment 

^^onceming  the  appropriate  sphere  of  government,  that  the 

^^i^higs  looked  rather  to  a  superintending  and  beneficent  au- 

"ftJiority,   which  should  alleviate  burdens  and  multiply  the 

^I:>leasing8  of  general  intercourse,  while  Democrats  nourished 

^L  general  distrust  and  jealousy  of  all  guiding  authority,  all 

^j^2ti(mBgey  and  held  that  national  government  the  best  which 

||S«oyenied  the  least.     But  this  ^Met  alone"  had  come  to  be 

flk   peculiarly  Southern  phase  of  national  politics;    it  har- 

xixonized  with  the  bald  and  slothful  development  of  these 

s'taple-raising  States,  and  tended  above  all  things  to  place 

State  rights  foremost.     The  slave  oligarchy,  compact  and 

fearless,  gained  in  these  years  the  upper  hand  in  the  Demo- 

oratic  party,  by  giving  tiie  chief  honors  and  patronage  to 

N'orthem  men  who  could  carry  the  populous  States,  and 

^taping  the  national  policy  to  its  own  ends.     As  the  reward 

^^^  returning  loyalty,  it  encouraged  new  conquests  toward 

"^Jie  tropics  which  might  bnng  in  more  slave  territory,  and 

blazed  with  the  new  philanthropy  which  proclaimed  America 

^  i^hite  man's  government.     The  late  Democratic  convention 

^^^k  pains  to  applaud  the  example  of  the  Mexican  War,  and 

F^itKxlaimed  the  resolutions  of  1797-98,  without  a  word  to 

^^^anteract  the  mischievous  construction  which  the  Calhoun 

^^hool  of  statesmen  placed  upon  them.     The  word  "  Democ- 

^'^cy"  breathed  magic  to  the  poor  and  outcast  of  our  North- 
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ern  centres,  and  ignorance  and  iniquity  flocked  all  the  tm.<yn 
to  the  same  standiurd,  the  cankers  of  a  long  peace. 

Whigs,  on  the  other  hand,  comprised  rather  the  moneyed 
class,  and  attracted  the  educated,  the  respectable,  the  (^vi- 
wardly  virtuous.  They,  when  in  power,  managed  like  those 
accustomeil  to  handle  money,  and  their  danger  was  fr-^3m 
the  jobbers  for  favoritism,  the  large  speculators,  the  smsb- 
sidy  seekers.  But  in  their  party  ranks  was  necessarily  mtore 
freedom  to  criticise,  and  a  laxer  discipline.  Their  natio:sDal 
influence  was  strong,  but  less  so  with  Southern  gentlexxsen 
than  they  imagined  it.  As  for  conquering  Cuba,  MexE^^o, 
Central  Amei-ica,  and  the  whole  scheme  of  vainglorious  ex- 
pansion, they  had  no  heart  for  it ;  the  Union,  to  their  miiK.-^i 
was  large  enough  already. 


Franklin  Pierce  was  surely  no  ideal  candidate  foe  vnpre-^P^^ 
office,  and  it  was  a  deeper  dip  into  the  unknown  for         ^^ 
Democracy  when  they  fished  him  out  for  a  paragon,  thac^^  ^^ 
their   convention   of    1844.      He   had    not   proved    him^^sc^ 
great  in  anything.     Polk,  to  say  the  least  of  him,  had  ^^ff'^ell 
filled  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  niitional  posts  benrrrriore 
his   final   call   to    the   Presidency;     while    this    enndid^^^te, 
through  all  his  years  in  Congress,  had  shown  no  more  tlH^an 
an  amiable  mediocrity.     Nor  was  his  record  in  the  MexL       oan 
War  remarkable  ;  the  hero  who  fell  from  his  horse  at  C— -^on- 
treras  and  fainted   at  Churubusco  made   a  feeble  militm^^^a^'J 
figure  by  the  side  of  old  Chapultepec,  the  hero  of  two  w     -^ts. 
But   the   negative  qualities  of  this  soldier  candidate  fo-  "i^t'd 
well   the  pompous    attributes   of   his    competitor.      It   — ^as 
strongly   in   his    favor   that  he  was  a  Northern    man    '^^'ho 
pleased  the  South,  and  more  strongly  still,  that  he  ple^*^^ 
without  defining  himself.      Nothing   that   l*ieree    had  c^^er 
said,  done,  or  written,  could  be   brought  forward  to  iden  '^i^y 
him  with  the  late  truce  of  slavery  and  freedom  ;   and  the  u^»'y 
important  comment  upon    it  which   rumor   preserved,    v*'** 
that   he   had    once  said  he   loathed  the   fugitive-slave  e»^^  '' 
that  report  did  not  hurt  him  iu  the  South,  but  helped  at    tJxe 
North.     Amiability,   in  short,  was  easily   magnified  to     tito^ 
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heroic  in  a  canvass  for  popular  votes,  where  the  nobody  may 
be  held  up  as  the  friend  of  everybody.     Pierce's  nomina- 
tion, as    a   man    comparatively   youthful,   pleased  young 
America,  another  element  which  neither  of  the  great  parties 
had  been  quick  to  recognize ;  and  mediocrity  besides,  which 
means  the  majority,  was  flattered  by  such  a  candidacy  as 
never  before.     The  pen  of  a  bosom  friend,  Nathaniel  Haw- 
theme,  tlie  most  original  of   all  American  men  of  letters. 
Was  enlisted    for   a  campaign    biography,   which  gave   a 
ci&ptivating  picture  of  the  modesty,  the  shrinking  beauty  of 
&  public  life  so  constantly  devoted  to  patriotism  and  unsul- 
lied honor.     In  brief,  this  Granite  State  lawyer  was  idealized 
<^ompletely.      He  had   no   bitter  enemies;    his  smile  was 
^Weet,  his  manners  winning.     Old  stagers  of  his  party,  like 
M^arcy  and  Buchanan,    thought  well  of   the    nomination, 
though  they  had  been  passed  by.*    There  was  no  revolt  to 
Oiganize,  such  as  hurt  Cass  in  the  former  campaign ;  but 
tlie  Democracy  closed  up  to  bear  through  the  platform  of 
peace  and  their  young  Apollo. 

The  Whig  cause,  on  the  contrary,  was  overcast  and  fune- 
real from  the  start.      In  scarce  a  week  from  the  close  of 
tticir  discordant  convention,  died  Henry  Clay,  the 
founder  and  inspiration  of  that  great  party,  prince 
of  the  Senate  (to  use  a  title  of  the  Augustan  age) ,  and  l>e- 
yond  whatever   faults  of   character,  a  plastic   moulder  of 
national  policy,  an  orator  rich  and  ready,  and  a  sympathetic 
leader  of  intelligent  men,  such  as  tlie  world  has  rarely  seen. 
'l^'lie  funeral  escort  which  bore  home  his  remains  from  the 
capital  city  where  his  last  sunshine  lingered  made  the  open- 
ing procession  of  this  Whig  canvass ;  while  a  darker  depar- 
ture marked  its  close, — the  death  of   that  other  leader  in 
whom  the  party  oiiginated. 

Daniel  Webster  had  been  in  failing  health,  oppressed  with 
years  and  the  cares  of  office,  and  buoyed  up  chiefly  by  the 
hope  of  attaining  the  reward  of  his  long-chevished  ambition. 
His  defeat  at  the  Whig  convention — a  last  defeat  as  he  too 


*  2  Cortia's  James  Buchanan,  38, ; 
roL.  v.— X^ 
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well  knew — ^was  more  than  his  proud  spirit  could  bei 
moreover,  its  circumstances,  doubly  mortifying  from  the  * 
f  ection  of  those  be  had  served  not  less  than  of  those  he  I 
deserted.  He  had  bargained  away  his  moral  conviction 
the  sake  of  national  harmony ;  had  parted  precious  and  li 
long  friendships  for  the  sake  of  pacifying  the  slave-maste 
and  now  these  turned  their  backs  upon  him  after  using  1: 
for  their  own  ends.  They  preferred  the  commonplace  F 
more,  over  whose  administration  he  had  poured  his  full 
splendence.  Clay,  of  all  allies,  had  passed  his  dying  w< 
for  that  preference ;  Crittenden's  cabinet  influence  had  g( 
in  the  same  direction;  Fillmore,  not  magnanimous  enou 
to  stand  aside,  had  consented.  Webster  felt  that  he  I 
dragooned  New  England  in  vain.  He  was  stunned,  bev 
dered,  unable  to  carry  on  his  public  tasks  at  the  usual  ph 
or  with  the  customary  composure.  To  some  of  the  South< 
delegates  returning  home  he  betrayed  the  poignancy  of 
chagrin  over  their  defection.  He  sought  the  refuge  of 
lonely  home  near  the  resounding  surf,  there  to  lay  hims 
down  to  die,  with  only  nature  and  unchanging  persoi 
friends  for  bis  company.  Some  of  these  last  would  have  j 
him  before  the  people  as  an  independent  candidate.  In  1 
anger  of  his  own  grief  he  spurned  Scott  more  disloyally  tli 
he  had  done  Taylor ;  for  he  privately  advised  his  friends 
vote  for  Franklin  Pierce.*  He  seemed  willing  that  1 
Whig  party  should  be  cast  into  the  same  grave  with  his  d 
appointed  hopes.  And  thu3  dismissing  the  wo 
with  its  vain  strifes,  Webster  breathed  his  I; 
while  the  political  battle  raged  fiercely  in  the  distance  ;  a 
the  life  of  our  most  intellectual  statesman,  the  man  of  hej 
iest  brain  and  most  kingly  aspect,  ebbed  out  with  the  nei< 
boring  tide.  Nothing  that  he  uttered  in  his  last  hours  in 
cates  that  what  he  had  done  for  fraternal  peace,  that  1 
success  of  those  compromise  measures  which  at  len^ 
seemed  positive,  brought  him  consoling  thoughts,  sert 
tranquillity  at  the  last.     Whether  he  closed  his  eyes  in  1 

•  See  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  38. 
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/ixll  conyiction  that  he  had  done  right  only  eternity  can  re- 
peal. Webster  died  the  victim  of  personal  disappointment. 
^«  still  lives  in  American  memory,  and  deserves  to  live,  as 
Bt^atesman,  orator,  and  exemplar  of  the  national  sentiment, 
&8  champion  of  the  Union  against  all  disloyal  heresy.  Yet 
li^s  image  and  memory  are  likely  to  endure  in  generations  to 
come,  as  the  image  and  memory  of  one  who,  with  all  his 
colossal  endowments,  was  very  human.  Nature  was  always 
Bta-onger  with  him  than  the  arts  of  discipline ;  and  this  Achilles 
ctr  our  civil  life,  dipped  early  into  the  Styx  of  national 
politics,  had  yet  his  vulnerable  part. 

These  deaths  of  illustrious  leaders — and  particularly  the 
IcLtTter  and  loss  expected  one— cast  a  pall  over  the 
^^"hig  canvass,  presaging  disastrous  defeat.     S^^'Noven^r. 
<l^ier  though  he  was,  and  fallible  in  politics,  Winfield 
^<H>tt  typified  the  best  courage  that  still  remained  among  the 
^r^ee  State  Whigs.     Party  presses  like  the  Boston  Atlas^  Al- 
^^M,^y  Jaumaly  and  UTew  York  Tribunej  while  leaving  the  late 
p^Lcification  to  stand  honorably,  and  disposed  to  do  all  that 
^^o^  denominated  in  the  bond,  would  not  glorify  the  compact 
lioir  vaunt  it  as  their  handiwork.      They   contended,  like 
Sc^ott's  chief  supporters,  that  the  compromise  measures  were 
T^o%  Whig  measures  per  se,  but  an-anged  by  Whigs  and  Dem- 
<>Orats  in  temporary  unison.     In  Scott's  letter  of  acceptance, 
^•^Ixich,  on  the  whole,  was  handsomely  expressed,  condemn- 
ii^S  all  injarious  agitation,  that  compromise  received  no  ex- 
pl  tcit  comment,  but  he  simply  accepted  his  nomi- 
nc^-tion  "  with  the  resolutions  annexed."     Upon  the 
heels  of  that  letter  came  a  manifesto,  signed  by  seven  South- 
ern Whigs  in  Congress, — by  Stephens  and  Toombs  among 
tbiem,*  Unionists  upon  condition, — which  announced   that 
tiiey  would  not  support  a  nominee  who  had  withheld  from 
the  compromise  settlement  the  approval  of  his  judgment. 
Unfortunately  for  countervailing  such  a  defection, 
the  Free  Sellers  would  not  accept  Scott's  candidacy, 
hut  held  at  Pittsburg  a  convention  of  their  own  party,  where 

*  Stephens  drew  up  this  paper.    Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  p.  268. 
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John  P.  Hale  and  George  W.  Julian  were  made  their  stan- 
dard-bearers.* 

An  American  novel,  in  two  volumes,  which  first  appeared 
as  a  senal  in  an  anti-slavery  newspaper,  came  out  this  sum- 
mer in  book  form,  pushing  in  time  to  an  unprecedented  sale, 
in  the  United  States  alone,  of  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  sets,  besides  being  republished  and  translated 
abroad.  This  was  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  from  the  pen 
of  Mrs.  Harnet  Beecher  Stowe,  a  gifted  woman  belonging 
to  a  gifted  Northern  family.  Vividly  delineating  for  the 
first  time  our  Southern  plantation  life,  with  its  lights  and 
shadows,  a  work  of  fiction  penetrated  the  sympathies  of  a 
vast  community,  whose  ears  had  been  stopped  to  the  jarring 
recital  of  unpleasant  facts.  The  teara  shed  over  faithful 
Tom,  the  black  bondsman,  and  angel  Eva,  swelled  the  golf 
which  isolated  our  Southern  States  from  the  century's  civ- 
ilization. 

Dignity,  at  least,  was  given  to  the  position  of  this  Free 
Soil  minority  that  spumed  concessions  of  principle.  And 
between  their  rebuke  for  cringing  too  much  and  that  of 
Union-savers  for  cringing  too  little,  the  Scott  Whigs  fared 
badly.  Nothing  in  truth  damaged  Northern  Whigs  so  seri- 
ously as  the  crepuscular  gleam  by  which  shone  their  moral 
convictions  as  they  flattered  themselves  upon  their  delicate 
power  to  manipulate  the  minds  of  both  sections.  They  were 
grown  timorous  as  the  hare  about  shibboleths;  tests  and 
provisos  were  odious  to  them,  whether  Wilmot  or  anti-Wil- 
mot.f  Scott,  moreover,  had  good  reason  to  complain  of 
competitors  who  went  into  convention  with  him  and  then 
would  not  abide  by  results.  His  later  memoirs  recall  Fill- 
more's cold  indifference  to  the  regular  nominee,  and  Webster's 
action,  besides,  as  though  he  had  been  cheated  out  of  an 
inheritance.}  The  truth  was,  that  while  the  grand  pacifica- 
tion bound  up  the  Democrats  firmly,  it  rent  the  Whig  party 
irreparably  asunder. 

•  See  Final  Notes. 

t  See  2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  36. 

X  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  696. 
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The  splendid  hero  of  Chippewa,  Charuhusco,  and  Cha- 
poltepec  did  his  best  to  win  in  the  new  campaign.  He 
avoided  personal  quarrels,  and  was  even  somewhat  solici- 
toiis  to  pick  up  cheap  votes.  But  he  was  not  proof  against 
th&t  worst  of  political  weapons,  ridicule.  Some  trivial  and 
careless  expressions  of  tongue  and  pen,  like  that  earlier  one 
of  the  "hasty  plate  of  soup,"*  were  used  grotesquely  to 
his  injury.  His  superb  self-confidence  and  egotism  blinded 
him  to  pitfalls.  Journeying  in  early  autumn  to  the  West, 
ostensibly  to  fix  the  site  of  a  military  hospital,  but  really  to 
Bee  and  be  seen  by  the  common  voters,  he  praised  in  speeches 
on.  the  route  the  "  rich  old  Irish  brogue,"  and  the  "  Geiman 
foreign  accent,"  laying  on  the  blarney  quite  plentifully. 
T^uriow  Weed,  the  Warwick  of  the  party,  who  had  but 
Is^tely  returned  from  Europe  disgusted  and  sick  at  heart 
irtth  the  Fillmore  policy,  looked  forward  with  apprehension 
to  an  interview  which  Scott  had  arranged  with  him  upon  his 
return.  But  there  was  no  embarrassment  whatever.  For  the 
Wliig  chieftain  needed  no  information,  no  opinions;  but 
bx-Immed  all  over  with  health  and  spirits,  and  looked  buoy- 
axi.'tly  forward  to  an  easy  political  victory. f 

XJnder  the  greatest  American  soldier  of  the  age,  albeit  a 
BCLd   miscalculator  in  politics,    the  Whig    pai'ty — or  that 
rexxinant   which   remained   faithful  to   regulai*  nominees — 
nia.Tched  to  a  Waterloo  defeat.     Pierce,  the  fainting  hero, 
overwhelmed  the  proud  conqueror  of  the  Montezumas.     His 
popular  majority  was  considerable ;  he  swept  the  electoral 
vot«s  in  all  the  thirty-one  States  of  the  Union  save  four, 
*n<i  ifon  the  Presidency  by  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  votes 
agaiast  Scotfs  forty-two.  J     South   and   North,  West  and 
East,  joined  in  preferring   the   Democratic  candi- 
^«te8  ;  while  Scott  and  Graham  carried  but  two  of  ^^T" 
toe  alave  States,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  two 
^^   ttx^  free,  Massachusetts  and  Vermont.     The  first  Tues- 

r  ^^^^^  p-  ^^• 

^  ^iThurlow  Weed's  Memoirs,  218.    See  also  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  43,  etc. 
» Tables,  Appendix. 
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day's  sun  of  November  went  down  upon  a  shattered  and  dis- 
comfited national  party  never  more  to  rally,  but  destined  to 
disperse  in  local  fragments,  and  then  melt  into  the  yeasty 
waves  as  completely  as  Federalism  before  it.  Whiggery,  it 
is  true,  had  been  less  patrician,  less  distrustful  of  the  people 
than  Federalism ;  but  the  Federalists,  in  their  day,  accom- 
plished much  for  history  that  was  permanent,  while  the 
Whigs — crushed  under  the  incessant  weight  of  unparalleled 
misfortunes — left  nothing.  The  drift  of  American  polities, 
in  spite  of  the  best  navigators,  had  been  to  sectional  strife ; 
and  for  guidance  through  such  dangers,  the  Whigs  had 
proved  too  humane  to  steer  in  the  one  direction  and  too 
faint-hearted  to  take  the  other.  The  party  fell  by  dissension 
and  by  its  terrible  propensity  to  misfortunes ;  and  its  epita|«h 
must  be  that  it  loved  the  Union  as  it  was  and  sought  sincerely 
to  preserve  it. 

It  was  observable  that  the  Free  Soil  party,  though  large 
enough  to  reduce  Pierce's  vote  to  a  plurality  in  Connecticut 
and  Ohio,  and  make  his  majority  very  close  in  New  York, 
Michigan,  and  some  other  free  States,  won  no  distinctive 
victory.  Vermont  struggled  hard  against  that  element  to 
give  the  Whigs  the  full  benefit  of  an  anti-slavery  poll ;  while 
Massachusetts,  under  like  difficulties,  brought  in  its  Whig 
governor  Clifford  only  by  a  plurality,  and  the  legislature  had 
to  intervene  before  the  coalitionists  were  finally  defeated. 
Truckling  did  the  Whigs  no  good  in  New  York  State.  Wash- 
ington Hunt  being  renominated  governor  after  he  had  taken 
pains  to  decry  the  fugitive-slave  ''fanaticism,"  Horatio 
Seymour,  the  nominee  of  the  Democrats,  was  chosen  over 
him  by  a  very  large  majority. 

As  for  the  *' National  Union  party,'*  that  grand  Salvation 
army  of  18r)0,  it  was  swallowed  up  in  the  maw  of  the  success- 
ful Democracy,  to  which  from  henceforth  the  South  confided 
the  terms  of  its  allegiance.  The  slave  States,  it  must  be 
owned,  gave  the  new  truce  of  sections  fair  play.  South 
Carolina,  in  spite  of  politicians  who  harped  still  upon  seces- 
sion, plumped  for  PiiMce  and  King  the  electoral  vote  of  its 
legislature.     In  Mississippi  Jefferson  Davis  had  already  left 
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Qoitman's  set  mouthing  its  finalities  which  no  man  regarded, 
and  entered  the  Presidential  canvass  under  Piercers  banner. 
But  Foote's  Union  party  was  pushed  to  the  wall,  and  Foote 
wandered  a  political  exile  to  other  States.*  What,  on  the 
whole,  Pierces's  election  meant  more  than  anything  else  was 
th&t  the  people  were  heartily  sick  of  all  anti-slavery  turbu- 
lence and  wished  forgetfulness.  And  the  platform  of 
Pierce's  party  gave  assurance  to  the  State  rights  men  of  the 
South  that  Southern  ideas  and  Southern  policy  might  yet 
advance  further  under  the  old  flag  and  a  national  administra- 
tion of  the  old  Democracy. 

Congress  met  in  final  session  on  the  6th  of  December, 
and  while  the  final  outcome  of  this  new  political  up- 
heaval was  the  universal  theme  of  discussion.     One   ^^^' 
thing  was  certain,  that  the  national  Whig  party  had 
perished  with  its  two  great  founders.     President  Fillmore's 
^mperate  and  well-written  message   served  as  the  funeral 
oration.     It  eulogized  Webster,  whose  vacant  place  in  the 
cabinet  was  now   filled   by  his   friend   and   fellow-citizen, 
Wward  Everett. 

Nothing  notable  could  come  from  this  commonplace  Con- 
Sf^^.  Its  disposition  continued,  as  in  the  longer  session, 
^  play  the  spread-eagle  with  foreign  relations  and  talk  with- 
out Coming  to  a  point.  And  the  chief  scene  of  forensic  dis- 
pute ^as  still  the  Senate  chamber,  where  David  R 
^tchiaon,  of  Missouri,  was  President  7>ro  tempore^ 
in  place  of  William  R.  King.  For  the  Vice-President  elect 
^^  resigned  that  post  because  of  feeble  health,  and  travelled 
^  the  vain  hope  of  recuperatinor  for  his  new  ;>osition.  Here 
^'«*s  and  Douglas,  Northern  Democrats,  contended  for  the 
privilege  of  ushering  the  new  administration  into  fresh  fields 
^^  diplomacy  which  meant  the  aggrandizement  of  the  slave 
power. 

Cass  opened  the  way  with  a  diatribe  upon  the  government 
tor    what   he   called  its   pusillanimous   indifference    to   the 

*  AIfriend'8  Jefferson  Davis,  c.  5;  John  A.  Quitman's  Life,  c.  17. 
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wrongs  Of  Hungary ;  nor  this  alone,  but  because  it  fai 
BVinpatbize  with  Cuban  efforts  for  independence.  > 
of  Virginia,  had  proposed  a  call  upon  the  Executi^ 
copies  of  a  correspondence  between  England,  France 
the  United  States  relating  to  a  tripartite  convention  g 
1853  ^^^^S  ^^  possession  of  Cuba  to  Spain. 
January-  passed,  and  the  coiTCspondence  called  for  ^ 
e  raary.  January  submitted  to  the  Senate.  It  showe 
a  tripartite  convention  of  this  kind  had,  indeed,  been  di 
to  which  France  assented,  and  Crampton,  the  English 
ter,  asked  the  further  approval  of  the  United  States, 
convention  bound  the  contracting  parties  to  ^'  disdain 
and  forever  hereafter,  all  intention  to  obtain  possess 
the  island  of  Cuba,"  and  to  discountenance  all  attem 
that  effect  on  the  part  of  any  power  or  individual  wh« 
Everett's  letter  declining  the  arrangement  was  writtei 
after  his  accession  to  the  iK)rtf olio  of  State ;  it  allege 
such  a  convention  could  never  be  ratified  by  our  Sens 
be  made  acceptable  to  our  people,  and  rested  with  stilly 
emphasis  upon  the  inequality  of  a  league  whose  purpo 
to  divest  France  and  England  of  what  was  distant,  v 
compelled  this  country  to  be  self-denying  as  to  an  isl 
its  very  door,  whose  peaceful  ac(iiiisition,  under  cone 
not  wholly  impossible,  ought  not  to  be  refused.  Ev 
despatch  suited  the  prevailing  temper  of  our  peoph 
most  of  all  the  Southern  temper.  Cass,  however,  w 
pursuing  this  subject  farther.  Moving  a  call  for  the 
ragua  treaty  which  Squier  had  negotiated,*  and  an  i 
what  steps  the  Senate  ought  to  take  respecting  the  ini 
tation  of  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty,  he  brought  i 
discussion  the  whole  embarrassing  question  of  Enro[)C 
tervention  on  the  western  continent ;  and  he  offered  tw 
lutions  for  adoption  which  embodied  the  latest  and  ni< 
vaneed  views  of  the  ''  Monroe  Doctrine."  He  leiterai 
wish  that  this  country  should  acquire  Cuba,  though  uc 
the  Cubans  had  achieved  their  own  indepcMidence.      I. 


*  Supra,  p.  172. 
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tbe  debate  Douglas  delivered  his  speech,  going  beyond  Casa 
in  the  zeal  of  annexation  to  the  southward.  He  opposed 
^  Cass  resolutions,  not  because  of  the  principle  they  as- 
serted aboat  European  colonization  hereafter,  but  because 
they  implied  concessions  be  was  unwilling  to  make.  This 
government  had  gone  too  far  in  compliance  with  the  plans  of 
other  nations :  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  violated  the  Mon- 
roe principle,  and  for  his  part  he  repudiated  the  notion  that 
it  was  necessary  or  proper  for  the  United  States  to  disavow 
any  mtent  of  seizing  upon  the  island  of  Cuba.  This  subject 
drew  forth  further  remarks  in  tbe  Senate,  but  no  vote  was 
taken.* 

Pending  this  discussion,  appeared  signs  that  the  British 
ministry  were  disposed  to  pacify  this  country  on  the  Central 
American  situation.     Mason,  from  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  11th  of  February,  made  a 
judidons  report  as  to  what  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  fairly 
meant     A  message  to  the  House  from  the  President,  about 
A  Week  later,  announced  that  Great  Britain  proposed  a  re- 
vision of  the  Central- American  treaty,  expressing  her  will- 
ingness to  go  as  far  as  possible  in  placing  her  relations  with 
^e  United  States  on  a  satisfactory  basis.     Less  than  a  year 
^^Ul  passed  since  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
Appointed  and  confirmed  as  minister  to  London,  succeeding 
'Abbott  Lawrence,  who  had  asked  to  be  recalled.     A  man  of 
J^bly  respectable   antecedents,   Ingersoll   was  greeted  in 
^o^land  with  flattering  marks  of  respect ;  but  the  defeated 
^oiinistration  he  served  could  negotiate  nothing,  nor,  we 
ii^aj  add,  did  the  next  that  succeeded  it  unravel  the  skein. 
Involved  in  this  British  entanglement  was  the  question  of 
American '  fisiieiy  rights  off   Newfoundland  under  the  con- 
vention which  had  followed  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Douglas,  the  "  little  giant,"  was  in  full  prime  and  vigor, 

a  fair  aspirant  for  future  Presidential  honors  could  he  but 

have  laid  aside  the  demagogue  and  kept  true  to  his  best 

promptings.     But  it  was  melancholy  to  see  the  aged  and 

*  Congresaional  Globe. 
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tremulonB  Cass,  born  in  the  same  year  with  Daniel  Webeter, 
assuming,  with  gouty  step,  to  lead  on  the  Southern  fire-eaters, 
and  spouting  filibustering  speeches  without  merit  or  force. 
Such  vaporings  in  our  Senate  were  all  the  more  disgrace- 
ful since  the  Queen  of  Spain  had  released  all  the  Amer- 
ican captives  of  the  ill-starred  Lopez  expedition,  ninety  of 
whom  landed  together  in  New  York  some  ten  months  be- 
fore. 

Fillmore's  conduct  of  affairs  abroad,  had,  at  all  events, 
been  prudent  and  honorable  in  this  respect :  he  had  not, 
to  quote  his  own  phrase,  mistaken  change  for  progress,  nor 
the  invasion  of  others*  rights  for  national  glory.*  And  he 
left  our  relations  with  all  foreign  powers  friendly,  our  rights 
respected,  and  our  high  place  in  the  family  of  nations  cheer- 
fully recognized.  Yet  his  administration,  with  all  the  superb 
talent  it  employed  in  the  State  Department,  achieved  in  di- 
plomacy but  very  little.  The  Mexican  Congress  had  rejected 
a  painstaking  convention  for  opening  a  railway  route  across 
the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  fearing  that  the  grant  of  such 
favors  might  end  in  a  new  dismemberment  of  her  territor5\t 
Corresponding  efforts  in  tiie  region  of  Nicaragua  fared 
scarcely  better.  In  fact,  the  CUiyton-Bulwer  treaty,  at  first 
hailed  with  delight  by  our  citizens,  was  soon  found  to  fall 
short  of  its  antici[)ated  purpose.}  The  first  and  natural  im- 
pression of  that  treaty  among  Americans  had  been  that  the 
Monroe  Doctrine  was  so  far  ai>plied  by  it  as  to  restrain 
both  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  from  ever  occu- 
pying, fortifying,  colonizing,  or  exercising  dominion  over 
any  part  of  Central  America;  in  other  words,  that  self- 
denial  on  our  part  as  to  future  con(iiiest  was  offset  by^ 
Great  Britain^s  recession  from  whatever  pretensions  she 
had  of  late  set  up  in  that  region.     Those  pretensions  con- 

♦  President's  message,  December  6, 1852. 

t  See  2  Curtis's  Webster,  c.  37,  in  this  connection,  regarding  Mexico's 
annulment  of  the  Garay  franchise  of  1B42,  which  had  since  passed  into  the 
hands  of  American  citizens. 

t  Supra,  p.  174. 
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lilted  in  exercising  an  alleged  protectorate  over  a  mixed 
and  miaerable  brood  of  Indians  and  negroes,  having  no 
hws,  religion,  or  written  language,  whose  dusky  sover- 
eignty along  what  was  known  as  the  ^^ Mosquito  coast" 
was  said  to  include  the  entire  Atlantic  shore  from  Lake 
Honduras  to  the  boundary  of  New  Grenada ;  thus  compris- 
ing within  these  limits  the  mouth  of  the  river  San  Juan  and 
the  port  of  Greytown,  which  was  the  natural  Atlantic 
terminos  of  the  proposed  canal.  The  chief  and  almost  the 
entire  population  of  Nicaragua  dwelt  at  this  time  about  the 
Pacific  shore.  The  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  used  ambiguous 
langaage,  and  Great  Britain,  from  her  inveterate  habit  of 
oonstniing  all  doubtful  stipulations  in  her  own  favor,  claimed 
that  her  Mosquito  shore  protectorate  was  not  therein  re- 
nounced, but  only  new  settlements  in  the  future.  Whether 
Clayton  had  purposely  avoided  the  delicate  poiut,  hoping  to 
eateh  Bulwer  upon  the  phraseology  and  gain,  is  not  quite 
dear;  but  Cass,  Chase,  and  other  senators  declared  vehc- 
n»ently  when  difficulty  arose,  that  they  never  would  have 
voted  to  ratify  that  treaty  had  they  not  understood  that  it 
pot  an  end  to  this  Mosquito  coast  protectorate  aud  all  British 
pretensions  in  that  region,  present  or  future.*  President 
Fiilmoie  and  the  Whigs  did  little  to  unravel  this  difficulty, 
^hich  Boon  became  entangled  by  a  quarrel  between  Nicara- 
9^  and  Ck>sta  Rica,  independent  sovereignties  of  Central 
-America,  over  their  respective  boundaries.  Southern  ex- 
pansionists. State  rights  Democrats,  and  all  who  wished  to 
plant  the  stars  and  stripes  in  the  Southern  quarter  of  this 
<»ntinent,  complained  that  Webster  had  courted  British  in- 
terests and,  like  Clayton,  departed  from  the  Monroe  Doc- 
trine. 

The  chief  merit  of  Fillmore's  foreign  policy  lay  unques- 
^naWy  in  doubling  that  dangerous  headland  to  which 
I  ^ttiigarian  sympathy  drifted  the  people.  But  among  va- 
I     'wns  minor  enterprises  of  Whig  diplomacy,  the  Japanese 

*  See  debates,  January,  1851,  etc.  Clayton  fortified  himself  with  doo- 
^^'^'^ts  tending  to  prove  the  correctness  of  Bulwer's  assertion  and  on  his 
''^"n  to  the  Senate  defended  his  negotiation. 
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expedition  of  1852,  under  command  of  Commodore  Peny" 
deserves  a  passing  mention.  Our  new  settlements  of  Call 
f  omia  and  Oregon  had  greatly  enlarged  commercial  inter 
course  with  eastern  Asia,  and  the  recent  application  o^ 
steam  to  ocean  navigation  demanded  new  coaling  stationi 
and  facilities.  It  was  desirable  to  take  a  new  step  towardi 
encircling  the  world  in  intercourse  by  establishing  a  line  os 
ocean  steamers  to  ply  the  Pacific  between  California  anc 
the  celestial  empire.  To  facilitate  all  this,  coaling  facilitiei 
were  quite  desirable  for  the  ports  of  Japan ;  and  the  relaxa- 
tion besides  of  that  inhospitable  treatment  which  the  Japan- 
ese empire  had  manifested  to  American  sailors  shipwrecked 
upon  its  isolated  coast.  Of  the  results  of  Perry's  expedi- 
tion we  shall  speak  in  another  chapter. 

The  Whig  management  of  internal  affairs  had  been  pru- 
dent and  successful.  The  balance-sheet  of  the  Treasury  a« 
Fillmore's  retirement  was  unexpectedly  favorable.  Th-. 
actual  debt  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist  of  Januarj?' 
1853,  was  reported  at  $65,131,000,  including  the  obliga 
tions  of  the  Mexican  War  and  the  late  compromise,  whic- 
pressed  heavily  upon  the  party  in  power.  Six  millions  i 
public  stocks  bad  been  delivered  to  Texas  to  quiet  her  ile 
mands  upon  New  Mexico,  and  five  millions  more  wck 
deliverable  later.  This  brought  us  close  to  the  turnpike  cz 
reduction.  The  last  instalment  to  Mexico  had  been  pai 
under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe-Hidalgo,  and  the  awards  fc 
American  citizens  besides,  under  the  same  treaty.*  Cheai- 
postage  had  caused  a  deficit  in  the  postal  revenues ;  bu 
with  imports  and  the  increased  sales  of  public  laud,  C3 
which  more  than  eight  million  acres  had  been  surveyed  a»' 
brought  into  market  during  the  last  twelve  months,  the  tot^ 
net  receipts  reached  a  handsome  sum.  There  had  been  India, 
troubles  in  Florida  and  on  the  Mexican  border  of  our  ne"^ 
frontiers,  but  none  of  serious  concern.  Our  navy  scoure- 
all  parts  of  the  navigable  globe  in  the  interest  of  America 

•  Treasury  Report,  18r»2;    Ex.  Docs. 
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eommerce,  which  expanded  rapidly;  and  besides  that  to 
Japan,  national  expeditions  had  been  fitted  oat  to  the  China 
aett,  Behring  Straits,  the  African  coast,  and  those  important 
csoontries  of  this  western  hemisphere  watered  by  the  rivers 
.Amazon  and  La  Phita.  The  executive  bureaus,  under 
eflScient  management,  moved  without  friction ;  and  the  new 
Department  of  the  Interior,  well  occupied  with  its  practical 
conoems,  had  relieved  the  State  Department  of  superfluous 
drudgery  that  it  might  fulfil  its  more  dignified  functions. 

Fillmore's  important  appointments,  after  once  surround- 
ing himself  with  the  able  circle  of  advisers  commended  by 
O&y,  had  not  been  many.  William  A.  Graham,  his  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  who  left  the  cabinet  to  share  Scotfs 
nisfortnnes  on  the  national  ticket,  was  succeeded  by  John 
P.  Kennedy  of  Maryland,  a  man  who  combined  politics 
with  lighter  pursuits  of  the  pen;  and  that  department, 
already  presided  over  by  Paulding  and  Bancroft,  was  be- 
coming the  literary  comer,  so  to  speak,  of  the  American 
cabinet.  Besides  Everett's  translation  to  the  post  of  Web- 
ster, where  native  scholarship  bore  rather  upon  the  oratory 
of  commemorative  occasions,  Nathan  K.  Hall  (afterward  a 
district  judge)  had  turned  over  the  concerns  of  the  iK)st 
offioe  to  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut,  a  represen- 
tative of  some  experience.  All  these  cabinet  changes  were 
made  in  1852.  Somewhat  earlier  the  Supreme  Bench  re- 
ceived an  able  associate  in  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  of  Mass- 
achusetts, whose  choice  occurred  almost  simultaneously  to 
the  President  and  Secretary  Webster,  upon  the  death  of 
Justice  Woodbury.*  Another  accidental  vacancy  in  the 
same  court,  Fillmore  would  have  filled  by  George  E.  Badger, 
s  relic  of  the  Harrison  cabinet,  had  not  the  Senate  failed  to 
confirm,  and  thus  carried  the  selection  to  a  Democratic 
^sident,  as  happened  in  every  instance  of  this  kind  but 
^e  from  the  entrance  of  the  Jackson  dynasty  into  power 
^own  to  the  Civil  War. 

Millard  Fillmore  left  supreme  office  with  this  wide-ranged 
•  See  2  Curtia'B  Webster,  c.  37. 
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UidonlloviriBlifiigaDdtoaUappearanceB  tnu^  All 
as  be  oonld  fairly  daim,  AmerioaiiB  enjoyed  an  amon 
happinees,  public  and  private,  sucb  aa  probaUy  bad  : 
fallen  to  tiie  lot  of  another  people,^of  happineas,  in  i 
great  mnltitadee,  falsifying  precedents  from  the  old  ip 
felt  the  right  to  participate.  In  closing  his  Presid 
term,  he  daimed  to  have  done  no  more  than  to  disobar 
duties  to  the  best  of  bis  bumble  abilities  and  with  a  i 
eye  to  tlie  public  good.*  It  would  be  inyidious  to  dei 
one  called  so  suddenly  and  so  unexpectedly  to  tenibl 
sponsibilities  so  modest  a  meed  of  public  gratitude, 
gress,  though  not  in  political  sympathy  with  him,  rem 
perfunctoiy  homage.  Some  of  Fillmore's  friends  ooi 
uted  to  make  him  a  life  member  of  the  American  Cok 
tion  Society,  whose  annual  meeting  he  had  attended 
winter,  when  Everett,  his  premier,  for  whom  the  Whlj 
Massachusetts  were  arranging  a  seat  in  the  Senate, 
forth  in  smooth  and  over-sanguine  strain.  In  acknowle< 
the  honor  thus  conferred  upon  him,  the  retiring  Execute 
dorsed  the  plan  of  the  Society  as  the  only  rational  one  i 
estimation  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  our  colored 
In  official  utterances  he  had  thrice  blessed  already  the 
promise  of  1850  as  the  final  reconcilement  of  slaver 
freedom.  Benedictions  flowed  down  this  last  of  i 
Whigs,  like  the  oil  on  Aaron's  beard  and  skirts,  as  he  st( 
back  to  the  gi'ade  of  private  citizen.  In  the  hour  of 
ing  salutation,  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  dignified  anc 
men,  certified  in  writing  to  his  uniform  courtesy,  and 
high  appreciation  of  his  services  and  personal  chari 
Could  bland  appreciation  of  this  kind  fix  Fillmore's 
among  the  permanent  benefactors  of  mankind  ?  His  a< 
istration  had  been  instrumental  to  the  allied  purposes  ol 
noble  pair,  Clay  and  Webster,  who,  in  their  lives,  made 
idents,  though  they  were  none.  He  himself  oiiginat 
office  nothing  that  was  accomplished,  and  accomplished 
ing  but  what  others    originated.      Fillmore's  persona 

•  See  PreBident'8  message,  Dec.  6, 1852. 
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lowers  were  not  among  the  boldest,  the  soundest,  the  clear- 
est sighted  of  the  free  States,  but  rather  among  the  timid 
and  obsequious.     Such  friends  he  preferred  in  the  patronage, 
and  was  chieftain  of  the  '^  silA^er  grays."     This  handsome 
personage,  upon   whom  so  many  looked  for  the  next  few 
years  as  the  surviving  associate  of  buried  giants  and  the  last 
type  of  Washingtonian    politics,  law,  order,  and  high  re- 
spectability, saw  actually  into  the  national  situation  about  as 
far  as  one  might  hold  out  his  hand  before  his  eyes  ;  and  by 
tiliat  same  length  of  measurement  must  be  bounded  his  per- 
manent fame.     This  statesman  of  national  sobriety  did  not 
gain  the  good  will  of  slavery  except  at  the  cost  of  that  sec- 
tion and  the  great  Empire  State  with  which  he  was  identified. 
Zachary  Taylor  might  have  risked  too  much  by  his  temerity ; 
but  FOlmore,  by  a  prudent  surrender,  perhaps  inevitable  un- 
der the  distressful  circumstances  which  attended  his  succes- 
sion, lost  caste  forever  with  philanthropy.     In  putting  his 
sanction  to  the  fugitive-slave  act,  as  a  man  of  Northern 
birth,  he  doomed  himself  and  the  Whig  party  together.     "  I 
pity  Fillmore,"  wrote  one  who  knew  him  as  a  fellow-citizen ; 
^*  timid,  vacillating,  credulous,  unjustly  suspicious  when  ap- 
proached by  his  prejudices,  he  has  allowed  (rather  than  ac- 
complished) the  sacrifice  of  that  confiding  party  which  has 
bad  no  honors  too  high  to  confer  upon  him."  * 

It  was  natural  enough  that  politicians  who  regarded  the 
great  compromise  less  as  a  resting-stone  than  a  new  landmark 
of  departure  should  have  turned  to  the  rising  sun. 
The  amiable  President-elect  reached  the  national  ^^^g^^'T 
capital  soon  after  the  oflScial  count  which  confirmed 
bis  title.  The  reserve  with  which  he  shrouded  his  cabinet 
selections  enhanced  the  praise  which  went  out  spontaneously 
to  one  upon  whom  the  popular  fancy  built  extravagant  hopes. 
Rerce's  health  at  this  time  was  far  from  strong ;  and,  suffer- 
M^  at  heart  from  a  recent  family  bereavement,  his  disposi- 
tion was  to  shun  needless  publicity.     The  oflBce-seeking  horde 

•  mmnum  Fi8h*8  letter  (1851) ;  2  Thurlow  Weed's  Life,  W, 
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of  Democrats  was  already  in  voracious  motion.  To  avoi 
its  pestering  attentions,  he  rode  from  Baltimore  to  Washing 
ton  city  in  a  baggage  car,  preserving  a  sti'ict  incognito ;  an< 
when  the  train  roUed  into  its  dingy  depot,  he  sprang  on 
upon  the  platform  so  completely  disguised  with  an  old  coa 
and  hat,  and  a  handkerchief  which  muffled  his  face,  that  eve 
peraonal  friends,  on  the  lookout,  failed  to  recognize  hin 
Passing  through  the  crowd  of  cormorant  patriots,  whos 
eyes  were  turned  eagerly  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  wh 
nearly  knocked  him  down  in  their  jostling  anxiety,  he  haile 
a  hackman  and  was  in  his  quarters  at  Willard's  Hotel,  quit 
unmolested,  before  the  committee-men  at  the  railroad  statioi 
could  quite  convince  themselves  that  he  had  escaped.  Fo 
the  next  ten  days  he  kept  the  place-hunters  at  bay,  pleadinj 
indisposition  in  excuse,  and  lising  higher  and  higher  ii 
public  estimation ;  the  leaders  he  really  wished  to  see  payioj 
private  visits  upon  his  personal  invitation.  He  looked  sid 
and  weary,  tired  already  of  public  honors  before  he  ha< 
actively  assumed  them. 

The  early  days  of  March  saw  the  influx  of  great  crowd 

from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  among  whom  the  axe-grinder 

of  party  predominated  as  usual.     On   ctipitol    hi 

our  dilatory  Solons,  frightened  at  the  near  prospec 

of  an  extra  session,  applied  their  united  strength  to  move  o 

the  huge  gathering  snowball  of  heterogeneous  legislation, - 

members  trying  to  tack  this  pet  measure  and  that  to  the  las 

appropriation  bills,  whose  fate  hung  doubtful  between  th 

two  Houses.     On  Friday  morning,  March  4,  Cor 

'  gress  was  tugging  its  last,  the  responsible  niajorit 

of  the  respective  Houses  nearly  worn  out  with  fatigue  aftc 

an   all-night  session.     Precisely  at  the  stroke  of  noon  th 

indispensable  work  was  finished,  and  the  thirty-second  Cor 

gress  hurrying  out  of  doors  whilst  undergoing  a  transform! 

tion  process,  not  unlike  that  of  the  glass  slipper  heroine  f 

the  last  midnight  chime,  the  spell  of  its  illusion  came  to  a 

end.     The  flags  on  both  wings  of   the  capitol  were  at  one 

run  down,  but  that  of  the  Senate  mounted  again  immediatel 

to  hail  the  birth  of  a  new  administration. 
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The  chief  impression  of  national  progress  Uiider  these 
four  years  of  Whig  adininistratioii  is  derived  from 'the  vast 
impetus  given  to  our  carrying  enterprise  by  land  .^^.n  jog» 
and  water.  As  the  national  hequel  of  those  immense 
accessions  of  territory  we  had  gained  on  the  western  water- 
shed of  the  Rocky  Range,  with  Oregon  gently  absorbing  a 
population  of  fai*mers,  and  with  California  inundated  since 
the  gold  discoveries  by  a  mighty  flood  of  the  world's  adven- 
turers, this  broad,  blue  Pacific,  before  so  solitary,  was  cut 
by  the  keel  and  paddles  of  American  vessels,  and  tbe  harbor 
of  ten  sails  became  quickly  the  rendezvous  for  many  hun- 
dreds. Hence  came  earnest  conceptions  of  new  links  of 
traffic  for  circumnavigating  the  globe.  Hence,  too,  the  lib- 
end  subsidies  to  our  commerce ;  the  impulse  to  Japanese 
aud other  naval  expeditions;  the  various  abortive  treaties 
for  securing  rights  of  way  over  Tehuantepec,  Nicaragua, 
Aud  the  Isthmus ;  and  the  steadily  growing  pressure  of  & 
Washmgton  lobby  for  railway  grants  out  of  the  public  lands, 
&ud  rival  moonshine  enterprises  at  the  far  West,  all  feeders 
to  the  premature  system  of  a  Pacific  railway,  spanning  this 
whole  continent,  for  which  capitalists  asked  a  liberal  loan  of 
the  national  credit. 

In  this  latest  session  of  Congress,  an  exploration  was  au- 
thorized at  the  public  cost,  in  onler  to  ascertain  the  most 
practicable  and  economical  route  for  a  Pacific  railway.* 
Some  wanted  this  immense  undertaking  prosecuted  wholly 
W  the  United  States ;  some  proposed  selling  the  franchise 
to  the  highest  bidders.  A  transcontinental  telegraph  line 
was  a  companion  project.  And  all  the  time  our  distant  El 
I^orado  was  drawing  closer  to  the  Union  by  the  ligature  of 
•sthmus  comm  mication ;  for  news  scarcely  nineteen  days 
old  came  from  California  to  New  York  this  final  winter  of 
^'ilhnore's  tenn  by  a  new  route  through  Acapulco  and  Vera 
Cruz.f     Whigs,  as  a  party,  had  identified  themselves  with 


*  Act  March  3,  1853,  c.  98. 
t  KewBpapers,  February,  1853. 
VOL.  v.— 17 
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liberal  and  even  lavish  appropriatious  for  traffic  de v 
as  well  as  for  river  and  harbor  improve meut ;  an( 
York  State,  their  superfluous  energy  in  expending 
moneys  to  eularge  the  Erie  canal  did  much  tow 
party  downfall ;  for  here  the  coiu-ts  overturned  the 
tion  as  unconstitutional,  and  Horatio  Seymour, 
Democratic  governor,  declared  officially  that  thej 
the  finances  of  the  State  in  bad  condition. 

These,  as  we  have  seen,  were  days  of  ocean  rac 
our  subsidized  Collins  line  showed  swifter  speed 
soggy  British  Cunarders.     It  was  high  time  for  O 
interfere,  as  it  did,  for  the   official    inspection 
boilers;  *  for,  indeed,  the  carelessness  of  Ameri( 
carriers,  had  in  their  competition  become  gross  anc 
A  Hudson  River  steamboat,  the  "  Henry  Clay," 
down  stream  from  Albany  on  a  July  day  in  1852, 
race  with  a  rival  craft,  carrying  for  that  purpose  ai 
head  of  steam.     Passengers  remonstrated  in  vain 
boat  had  become  so  overheated  by  the  large  fires  i 
gine  that  they  could  haidly  pass  from  stem  to  ster 
afternoon,  while  opposite  Yonkers,   the  steambo 
fire  and  was  run  ashore;  more  than  seventy  persoi 
whom  were  citizens  of  high  distinction,  perishing 
ing  or  in  flames.     Other  catastrophes  of  the  kind, 
disastrous,  were  due  to  the  recklessness  of  stean 
cers. 

The  rapid  increase  of  crime,  pauperism,  and  m 
already  perceptible  at  our  large  centres,  supply ii 
the  most  difficult  problems  for  self-government 
New  York  city,  a  sieve  of  immigration  on  the  Atl 
kept  the  dregs  of  that  polluted  influx  from  the  c 
which,  if  properly  spread  over  onr  national  surf 
have  fertilized  and  blessed.  Wiiigs,  though  respec 
not  redeemed  its  civic  management  while  recently 
its    government,  under  whatever   party   control. 


•  Supra,  p.  233. 
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corrnpt,  venal,  rotten  to  the  core.  City  councillors  sold 
their  influence  to  a  horse-railroad  company;  they  were  in 
league  with  gamblers,  pimps,  rumsellers,  and  the  vilest  pro- 
curers of  purchasable  votes.  Municipal  expenses  increased 
over  30  per  cent  in  a  single  year;  and  the  comptroller 
showed  in  his  report  of  1853  that  the  annual  cost  of  govern- 
ing this  profligate  city  was  only  a  trifle  less  than  the  ordinary 
annual  cost  of  supporting  the  whole  thirty-one  States.  So 
vUe  was  the  condition  of  the  streets  that  a  down- town  hatter, 
who  offered  and  undertook  for  a  time  to  keep  Broadway 
swept  at  his  personal  cost,  advertised  well  his  wares  as  weU 
S8  his  public  spirit.  Somewhat  later,  in  1854,  Fernando 
Wood  was  elected  mayor.  His  antecedents  were  doubtful ; 
&nd  yet  so  efficiently,  so  zealously  did  he  take  up  the  besom 
of  reform  that  good  citizens  of  all  politics  hailed  his  rising 
8tar,  nntil  he,  too,  was  found  insincere  with  the  rest.  Pub- 
lic co-operation  in  reforms  was  difficult.  Millionnaires  toiled 
with  the  muck-rake  or  sported  the  foppish  cane  ;  doing  little, 
in  comparison  with  their  means,  for  the  public  benefaction. 
A  scathing  article  in  PxUnanCs  Monthly  (the  best  specimen 
of  a  literary  magazine  then  evolved  in  America)  exposed 
New  York's  "  best  society  "  as  empty,  frivolous,  unworthy, 
l^eeause  it  had  no  aims  beyond  luxury,  indolence,  and  the 
avoidance  of  responsibility.  And  yet  the  great  money-brain 
of  this  metropolis  revolved  stupendous  plans  for  material  im- 
provement. The  Drummond  light  which  beamed  by  night 
^fom  Bamum's  museum,  at  the  corner  opposite  the  Astor 
House  and  sedate  St.  Paul's,  set  Whig  presses  inquiring  why 
^^w  York  streets  might  not  be  illuminated  by  something 
^^ighter  than  gas.  And  midway  in  the  nineteenth  century 
^«  three  ideas  over  which  the  Knickerbockers  pondered  were 
^  Iridge  to  Brooklyn,  an  underground  railway,  and  the  light- 
'^S  of  Broadway  with  Drummond  lights.* 

A  more  lurid  and  singular  picture  of  American  municipal 
^^«  was  beheld  in  San  Francisco,  the  chosen  bivouac  of  as 
*^  ild,  disorderly,  and  incongruous  a  herd  as  ever  collected 

*  Newspapers  of  the  day. 
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without  constraint  of  handcuffs  or  military  discipline 
Three  extraordinary  trials  did  San  Francisco  experience  i 
these  years,  and  so  did  Sacramento  and  the  lesser  cities  b 
sides :  tires,  lynch  law,  and  the  advent  of  the  Chinamei 
In  the  first  year  of  helter-skelter  settlement,  fire  after  fi 
broke  out  in  the  golden  gate  city ;  and  millions  of  tangib 
l»roperty  were  licked  up  in  the  flames.  May  3d,  1851,  tl 
anniversary  day  of  the  first  of  those  great  conflagration 
saw  still  another,  which  swept  the  precious  acres  whe 
business  lodged,  consuming  fifteen  hundred  buildings  ai 
inflicting  a  new  loss  of  twelve  million  dollars.  Much  < 
this  combustion  was  of  wooden  structures  meanly  wrough 
but  stores  were  destroyed  of  costlier  material,  in  one  « 
which,  vainly  vaunted  as  fire  proof,  six  persons  lingen 
to  fight  the  element,  and  the  iron  doors  and  shutters  b 
came  so  expanded  by  heat  that  tliey  were  imprisoned  ai 
burned  to  deatli.  New  blocks,  still  better  built,  sprang  i 
from  such  embers  like  magic ;  but  six  great  fires  occum 
within  two  years,  most,  if  not  all  of  which,  were  iucendiar 
The  next  step  was  to  organize  a  vigilance  committee  f 
suppressing  criminal  outrage  upon  person  or  properly  1 
prompt  and  efficient  means.  For  San  Francisco  by  this  tii 
was  known  to  be  the  headquarters  of  organized  malefactor 
of  convicts  from  Botany  Bay,  of  desperadoes  from  all  par 
of  the  globe,  wlio  were  banded  together  for  robbery  ai 
plunder,  and  ready  to  commit  arson  or  even  murder 
furtiierance  of  their  |)laiis.  The  machinery  of  local  gover 
mont  was  not  yet  adecjuate  for  preserving  the  peace;  poli 
oiahs  were  a  riff-raff  bvt ;  the  judicial  apparatu;>  niov^ 
clumsily.  Substantial  citizens  of  tlie  place  organized  a 
cordingly,  to  take  justice  temporanly  into  their  own  hand 
As  a  vigilance  committt'c,  they  hiicd  a  room  where  ci*rta 
of  their  number  were  in  att<'n<l:in('i'  (hiy  and  nighl.  Whe 
ever  an  offence  came  to  notice  which  re(|uire(l  their  genei 
intervention  a  bell  clanged  from  the  belfry.  The  Icgis-latu 
of  the  State  had,  about  the  same  time,  made  grand  larceny 
capital  offence.  On  the  10th  of  .June,  1851,  a  British  co 
vict  was  arrested  in  San  Francisco  while  in  the  act  of  carr 
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ing  off  a  stolen  safe ;  he  was  brought  before  the  vigilance 
committee,  tried,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged ; 
And  that  same  night  the  culprit  was  swung  off  in  the  public 
square.  A  coroner  s  inquest  identified  nine  members  of 
the  committee  as  directly  concerned  in  this  execution ;  but 
at  once  a  card  was  published,  bearing  nearly  two  hundred 
Dwnes,  whose  signers  avowed  that  they,  as  members  of  the 
v%ilance  committee,  were  equally  implicated  with  the  nine, 
^^e  oi^anization  extended  its  operations,  adding  good 
cifeizens  as  members,  all  of  whom  were  pledged  to  secret 
^^o-operation.  Notorious  rogues  received  peremptory  orders 
to  depart;  vessels  eutering  the  port  from  English  penal 
settlements  were  boarded,  and  escaped  convicts  were  refused 
Permission  to  land.  The  committee  established  a  central 
ofice  with  branches,  arranged  a  patrol,  repleuished  their 
^unds  by  subscription.  Men  charged  with  minor  offences 
^ere  handed  over  to  the  civil  authorities  ;  but  the  committee 
^ept  the  more  heinous  offenders  to  themselves  so  as  to 
enhance  the  spectacle  of  terror  to  evil-doers. 

Not  many  weeks  elapsed  before  a  Sidney  convict  named 

•Stewart  was  brought   before   this    tribunal   on  a  charge  of 

robbery,  and  proved,  as  he  afterwards  confessed,  to  be  the 

leocler  of  a  gang   of   infamous   scoundrels.     Sentence  was 

Phased  upon  him ;  the  bell  tolled  to  summon  good  citizens ; 

tile  unhappy  prisoner  was  brought  out  from  his  confinement 

Pixiioned  and  guarded,  and  marched  to  the  improvised  gal- 

^"^"8,  under  the  escort  of  more  than  five  huudred  members 

^^  the  secret  fraternity ;  he  was  hanged  by  the  neck  in  broad 

^^light  in   presence  of  a  great   crowd   of   spectators  who 

ottered  neither  tumult  nor  resistance.     More   proofs  were 

***c>wn  of  the  terrible  energy  of  these  self -organized  police 

*^ci  protectors  of  society,  before  they  finally  left  the  courts 

**^<3  executive    officials  to  exercise  with   proper   nerve   the 

^^lal  functions  of  law.     Rude  justice  like  this,  both  in  San 

•■^ncisco  and  Sacramento,  marked  the  early  development 

^    a  society  in  which  dominated  the  American  motive  of  self- 

^^^servation  and  the  protection  of  honest  fruits  of  industry 

^•^^ve  all  literal  obstacles.     When  the  civil  arm  was  strong 
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enough  and  honorable  enough  to  deal  justly,  such  temporary 
tribunals  disappeared,  leaving  a  lesson  which  all  misgoverned 
cities  should  heed. 

The  third  experience  of  San  Francisco  was  with  the  Chi- 
nese and  a  heathen  Asiatic  immigration, — a  problem  of 
grave  difficulty,  which  cannot  to  this  day  be  considered  as 
finally  solved.  The  spring  of  1852  brought  thousands  of  the 
cheap  celestials  across  the  Pacific  to  Califomia,  and  so  mul- 
titudinous was  their  swarm  as  already  to  excite  much  appre- 
hension and  breed  various  proposals  for  their  wholesale 
exclusion.  The  4th  of  July  celebration  that  year  at  San 
Francisco  was  marked  by  the  attendance  of  a  large  body  of 
them  in  procession,  with  richly  decorated  banners  of  myste- 
rious hieroglyphics.  A  race  of  voluntary  immigrants  so  in- 
comprehensible, so  uuassiniilating,  so  completely  exotic  to 
the  Anglo-American  in  ideas  and  morals,  had  never  before 
been  cast  upon  these  shores.  We  welcomed  the  oppressed 
who  sought  this  broad  continent  to  participate  in  ita  bless- 
ings, to  grow  into  trustworthy  citizens ;  but  the  Mongolian 
seemed  cunningly  to  set  his  minute  and  toilsome  ingenuity 
against  ours,  and  to  caiTy  back  a  competence  to  his  native 
land,  like  a  locust,  at  our  loss.  Governor  Bigler,  a  Demo- 
crat, brought  this  subject  in  1852  before  the  California 
legislature  in  a  special  message  which  pressed  the  necessity 
of  restraining  such  immigration  ;  and  most  of  all,  that  of  the 
''  coolies,"  so-called,  who  came  over  the  seas  under  contracts 
to  labor  for  a  specified  time  and  then  return  home.  China 
could  export  millions  of  her  prolific  and  poverty-stricken 
population,  without  feeling  the  loss;  while  their  presence 
in  this  country  as  economizers  upon  the  merest  pittance, 
created  a  ruinous  competition  with  those  who  were  Americans 
in  the  sympathetic  sense,  and  degraded  labor  far  below  our 
accepted  standard  of  living. 

Within  this  brief  Whig  era  those  steamships  ceased  to  be 
a  novelty  which  bore  to  Atlantic  ports  from  Califomia 
millions  in  gold  dust  and  minted  coin.  Agriculture  in  this 
highly-favored  region  diverted  some  attention  from  the 
mines  and  the  wide-spread  gambling  spurit.     Hither  came 
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liard-fiBted  men  from  the  older  States  to  better  their  fortunes, 
politicians  among  the  rest.     California,  as  we  have  seen, 
8cx>n  gave  her  hand  to  the  rough  diamond  Democracy.     Fre- 
mont and  the  Whigs  were   discarded,  while  Gwio,  from 
JC ississippi,  kept  a  steady  iqAuence.     A  rising  man  here  in 
politics  was  Broderick,  who  had  bossed  a  fire-engine  in  New 
ITork  city,  his  former  home,  and  whose  father,  a  stone-cutter 
a^     Washington,  had,  it  was  said,  dressed  some  of  those 
stony  pillars  in  the  chamber  where  his  son  was  destined  to 
sit;   as  senator. 

Other  regions  embraced  in  our  new  national  acquisitions 

flourished  dnring  these  years.     The  colonizing  work  went 

OEi.    in  Oregon,  aided  by  a  coastwise  intercourse  with  Sun 

Frsudcisco ;  but  heavy  snow-storms  disheartened  the  pioneer, 

wli.o8e  sufferings  were  great  from  cold  and  hunger.     The 

Columbia  divided  public  sentiment  in  this  territory;   and 

tliere  was  already  an  incHnation  shown   to   form   distinct 

StAtes  north  and  south  of  that  river.     Into  Texas  had  set  a 

fair  stream  of  immigration  from  the  Old  World,  chiefly  from 

Germany ;  and  Houston  and  Galveston  were  rival  emporiums 

o^    trade.      Utah    drew   Mormon   proselytes   from   distant 

lands ;  and  near  the  sacred  city  at  Salt  Lake,  bloomed  rieii 

▼alleys   under  cultivation.      Brigham   Young,   upon  whom 

^be  college  of  twelve  apostles  had  set  the  full  seal  of  leader- 

®Wp   after  the  death  of  Smith,  admhiistered  at  discretion 

the  temporalities  of  the  church,  and  after  President  Fillmore 

appointed  him  territorial  governor,  he  exerted  unbounded 

influence. 

A  new  agitation  took  its  rise  in  these  years  which  made 
decided  progress  in  spite  of  ridicule.  "Woman's  rights" 
^as  its  subject,  or  the  enlargement  of  that  sphere  of  worldly 
activity  to  which  custom  and  masculine  opinion  had  long 
confined  the  gentler  sex.  It  was  kindled  by  the  spirit  of  in- 
dividual freedom,  whose  spread  characterized  both  British 
^nd  Ameiican  society.  Our  first  woman's  rights  convention 
®et  at  Kochester,  New  York,  in  the  autumn  of  1848,  under 
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pices  of  Lucretia  Mott  qdcI  KlLzab«?tb  Cady  Stan 
bom  married  women  of  Anierictiu  birth,  who  had  aire 
espoused  the  phtluDthropic  cauBC  of  tho  negro,  and  attei 
the  world's  an  ti- el  a  very  conventi<:)n  at  London.  At  tJiia 
later  gathermge  of  the  kind,  jiuflfrftge  was  demanded 
woman  on  the  principle  that  taxation  without  representa 
was  tyranny ;  reform  too,  in  the  more  equal  employmen 
sexes  in  the  trades  and  profeseious,  bt^ sides  greater  fre^i 
and  advantage  to  tlje  wife  in  the  laws  relating  to  marr 
and  conjugal  pj-operty-  This  movement,  in  Uie  Uu 
States  at  least,  took  some  hue  from  the  emsade  for  ni 
emancipation,  a  eause  in  which  woman  saw  or  fancie 
parallel  U)  her  own  condition;  uud  like  our  Northern  al 
tioniste,  with  whom  tiie  self-chosen  preachers  of  the  fail 
dined  to  fraternize,  they  threw  down  the  gauntlet  to  boc 
and  the  Christian  chnreb,  an*!  preferred  conspicuous  lies 
positive  influence,  * '  Dloomerism  "  realized^  in  1852, 
exaggeratlou  of  tliifl  f eminiQe  tendency'  io  make  both  at 
alike,  when  some  of  the  advanced  reformers — and  ti 
neither  the  youngest  nor  the  most  comely — ^walked 
streets  with  short  kilts  and  Turkish  trousers,  in  token  of 
solemn  mission  they  were  bound  to  fulfil.  American  pi 
and  the  London  Punch  made  sport  of  the  new  costume, 
woman's  good  taste  and  abundant  prudery  soon  banic 
the  grotesque  spectacle.  Tennyson's  "  Princess  "  presei 
the  prejudices  which  men  of  refinement  entertained  in  ti 
years  for  woman's  striving  to  run  with  men  the  open  : 
of  human  ambition.  Not  only  co-equal  suffrage,  but  the 
equal  pursuit  of  business  was  for  the  present  hindered 
more  absorbing  questions.  But  the  sexual  agitation,  coi 
ing  its  scope  more  closely  to  marriage  equality,  prodi 
greater  laxity  in  the  divorce  laws  of  our  several  States  ;  f 
more  than  this,  after  New  York  in  1849  had  set  a  strong 
ample,  wholly  revolutionized  in  the  course  of  twenty  years 
common  law  which  merged  the  wife  for  the  time  being  in 
husband,  by  statutes,  which  at  length  prevail  in  every  St 
recognizing  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  her  separate  existc 
and  independent  rights  of  contract  and  property.     Whatc 
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woman  herself  truly  asks,  male  legislators  have  shown  them- 
selves quite  ready  to  grant  her.  But  the  grant  of  co-equality 
in  poblic  affairs  will  be  the  last  to  acconl ;  so  contrary  is  it 
to  homan  experience,  and  to  woman's  own  instinct  to  make 
the  home  and  social  life  her  sphere  of  influence.  Nature, 
perhaps,  will  prove  stronger  than  all  laws  to  solve  the  per- 
manent  relations  of  the  sexes  who  were  created  for  mutual 
comfort  and  not  rivalry. 

Allied  to  the  woman's  movement  was  that  of  temperance. 

And  we  may  now  observe  the  cause  which  had  made  so 

splendid  an  advance  under  the  organized  influence  of  moral 

Boasion,  entering  State  politics  to  liecome  a  party  issue  and 

» regulator  of  affairs.     Neal  Dow,  a  temperance  reformer  of 

the  Pine  Tree  State,  was  author  and  prime  mover  of  what 

▼as  long  known  as  the  ^^  Maine  liquor  law,"  first  put  into 

operation  in  that  State  in  1851,  which  prohibited  the  sale  of 

intoxicating  drinks  under  heavy  penalties.     The  controversy 

over  stringent  legislation  like  this  affected  the  elections  of 

the  following  years  here  and  in  various  other  parts  of  the 

Union ;  and  a  contest  was  precipitated  between  legislative 

license  and  legislative  prohibition  which  has  been  waged  at 

interinission  ever  since. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

Section  I. 

period  op  thirty-third  congress. 

March  4,  1853— March  3,  1855. 

Our  nation's  capital  was  full  of  eager  life  on  the  day  wheiu 
Franklin  Pierce  became  President.  The  weatlier  was  vari- 
able ;  snow  fell  in  lai-ge  flakes  during  the  morning, . 
March  4.  ^"^  towards  noon  the  storm  ceased,  there  weres 
symptoms  of  clearing  weather,  and  the  sun  peepedJ 
warUy  out.  Drums  had  been  beaten  since  daylight,  as  the:! 
wakeful  military  and  fire-engine  companies  moved  about  inj 
various  directions.  The  crowd  of  superfluous  visitors  whichj 
makes  Washington  a  populous  city  on  these  quadrenniaU 
dates,  increased  by  thousands  with  the  airival  of  eaehj 
moruing  train ;  while  pedestrians  and  horsemen,  gaunt  andJ 
Southern-bred,  came  in  by  the  country  roads.  The  boats, , 
too,  were  full  which  plied  from  Alexandria.  Roaming  andl 
permeating  a  city  which  belonged  in  a  sense  to  them  all,  and,^ 
except  for  roofs,  might  have  accommodated  a  million,  our- 
sovereigu  people  from  each  quarter  of  the  republic  paced  thes 
broad  sidewalks  in  promiscuous  contrast, — hundreds  of  themv* 
to  esca[>e  the  extortion  of  hotel-keepers,  having  slept  over: 
night  in  the  rotunda  and  warm  passages  of  the  capitol,  where* 
Congress  was  finishing  its  protracted  session.  The  house- 
less and  sleei)less  of  a  faithful  Democracy  who  hoped  fon 
salaries  led  off  by  daybreak  to  the  square  facing  the  Whites 
House,  in  whose  ample  green  enclosure  the  new  bronzes 
statue  of  Jackson,  just  set  up,  with  its  immense  mass  of* 
metal  poised  upon  the  heels  of  a  prancing  horse,  elicitedl 
great  admiration.     At  noon  the  procession,  with  its  usuaM 
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military  and  civic  escort,  countermarched  in  front  of  Wil- 
lard's  Hotel,  and  Franklin   Pierce   took  his   place  in  the 
carriage  by  the  side  of  President  Fillmore,  standing  erect  as 
the  pageant  moved  towards  the  capitol,  wbile  bowing  in  re- 
sponse to  the  loud  cheers  and  waving  of  handkerchiefs  which 
greeted  him  from  the  windows  and  doorways  of  Pennsylvania 
Avenue.     The  procession  quickened  its  pace,  for  it  began 
snowing  agaio,  but  the  capitol  was  not  reached  until  one 
o'clock.     Following  the  usual  formal  reception  in  the  Senate 
Camber,  the  tardy  ceremonies  of  inauguration  began  at  the 
e&st  front,  where,  after  Taney,  the  Chief  Justice,  had  ad- 
^^inistered  the  oath  of  office,  our  new  ruler  over  tweuty-five 
^*^Uion  inhabitauts  stepped  to  the  front  of  the  temporary 
P^^tform,  and  amid  the  cheers  of  a  vast  concourse  of  specta- 
^i^  delivered  his  inaugural  address. 

It  was  the  first  speech  of  the  kind  which  a  President  of 
^«  United  States  had  pronounced  from  memory  ;  and  Frank- 
liia  Pierce  spoke  in  a  voice  remarkably  clear  and  distinct, 
^od  in  an  easy  but  dignified  manner.  His  young  and  hand- 
*^nie  appearance  heightened  the  force  of  an  oration  which 
^"aa  well  prepared  and  more  than  once  interrupted  by  the 
'^^^rtiest  applause.  Its  key-note  was  self-confidence,  and  it 
^^'eathed  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  cordiality,  though,  after 
^^  brief  and  inexplicit  as  such  orations  are  apt  to  be,  and 
^Ued  with  the  good  intentions  of  inexperience.  Pierce  swam 
^^  bladders.  He  felt  no  apprehension  from  increased  terri- 
^^^^*"y,  multiplied  States,  accumulated  wealth,  and  augmented 
population ;  his  policy  would  not  be  controlled  by  any  timid 
^^^I'ebodings  from  expansion;  he  desired  new  acquisitions, 
^^^^d  they  be  peacefully  obtained,  and  warned  foreign 
Powers  against  further  interference  in  the  affairs  of  this  con- 
fluent. In  domestic  administi-ation  he  desired  that  States 
^^^  left  to  manage  their  own  concerns ;  social  theories  calcu- 
*^te<i  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  union  he  should  steadily  re- 
*^8t ;  and  he  pledged  himself  to  carry  unhesitatingly  into 
effect  the  full  compromise  measures  of  1850. 

X^o  the  ceremonies  of  this  day  a  Vice-President  was  want- 
ing,  for  King,  in  feeble  health,  still  sojourned  in  the  tropical 
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cUniate  of  Cuba.  There,  uuder  a  late  act  of  Congress,  th« 
oath  of  office  was  administered  to  him  by  our  consul ;  bu:' 
his  strength  fast  declined,  and  returning  home  to  Alabama 

Maich-   h^  d^^d  peacefully  on  his  plantation  in  the  course 

April,    of  the  following  month. 

The  Senate  sat  in  extra  session,  with  Atchison,  of  Mis— 
souri,  for  its  temporary  president.  On  Monday.. 
*  March  7,  the  nominations  for  the  new  cabinet  were 
sent  in  and  at  once  confirmed.  The  list  compiiseil  William  L- 
Marcy,  of  New  York,  for  Secretary  of  State ;  James  Guthrie^ 
of  Kentucky,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  Jefferson  DaYis« 
of  Mississippi,  Secretary  of  War;  James  C.  Dobbin,  ofl 
North  Carolina,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ;  Robert  McClelland^ 
of  Michigan,  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  James  Campbell,  ofl 
Pennsylvania,  Postmaster-General;  and  Caleb  Cushing,  ofl 
Massachusetts,  Attorney -General.  Of  McClelland,  Camp- 
bell, and  the  genial  Dobbin,  fame  takes  little  account.- 
Guthrie,  who  was  summoned  to  high  public  functions  fron' 
banking  and  railroad  enterprises, — private  concenis  whick 
hud  absorbed  bis  attention  almost  to  the  entire  exclusion  ol 
politics, — proved  a  most  valuable  coadjutor  in  praetiea' 
finance,  though  to  other  problems  of  state  he  brought  little: 
inspiration.  Marey,  for  different  reasons,  was  destined  tc 
an  infiuenee  in  the  present  ealnnet  constraining  more  thai 
creative ;  noble  relic  that  he  was  of  old-fashioned  Democracy- 
a  plain,  unceremonious  man,  of  incorruptible  integrity',  and: 
yet  choosing  rather  to  be  wrong  with  his  party  than  righr 
without  it ;  tall  and  strong  in  his  more  distinguished  prime 
but  in  these  years  of  stooping  gait,  though  head  and  faca 
])ore  to  the  last  the  stamp  of  intellectual  force.  Northeru 
men,  through  the  dark  years  that  followed, — Northern  party 
opponents  even, — recalled  him  as  the  good  genius  of  an  ad- 
mhiistration  whose  youth  went  easily  astray.  In  fine,  tha 
master  spirits  of  this  cabinet,  as  time  developed  its  policy.^ 
were  Caleb  Cushing  and  Jefferson  Davis,  pernicious  in  theia 
unison ;  the  one  embittered  against  his  State  and  section: 
for  renouncing  him  as  a  Whig  scapegrace,  and  too  ready  tc 
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apply  the  consummate  powers  he  possessed  as  a  lawyer  to 
darkening  knowledge, — a  counsellor  in  national  politics,  with 
a  Goonsellor's  flexibility.     He  was  able  and  energetic ;  aud 
so,  too,  was  Davis,  with   haughty  egotism,  a  spreader  of 
pro-slavery,  and  only  a  convert  from  disunion  so  for  as  he 
and  the  section  he  supported  might  bend  the  Union  to  its 
peculiar  plans.     Gushing  had  strained  eagerly  for  a  place 
tmder  Pierce;  the  premiership  was  what  he  most  desired, 
but  sound  Democrats  disliked  him.      Davis,  on  the   other 
J^nd,  entered  the  cabinet  reluctantly,  and  upon  the  Presi- 
<ienf  8  pressing  offer.     Once  composed,  this  cabinet  was  not 
bix>ken  during  Pierce's  whole  term,  nor  yet  did  a  rack  of  it 
remain  after  a  new  president  of  the  same  party  faith  suc- 
ceeded.     The  list  was  finally  arranged  after  Pierce  reached 
^l^e  capital,  and  the  Southern  bias  of  this  new  administration 
**^ight  be  detected  from  its  personal  composition,  and  from 
tlie  allusions,  besides,  to  annexation  and  the  compromise  in 
^*i«rce'B  inaugural  address.* 

Among  the  leading  diplomatic  appointments  were  those 
^^  James  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  minister  to  £ng- 
i^Hd;  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  of  Connecticut,  to  Russia; 
«^ohn  Y.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  a  member  of  earlier  cabi- 
■^^ts,  to  France;  Pierre  Soule,  of  Louisiana,  to  Spain; 
^olon  Borland,  of  Arkansas,  to  Central  America;  and 
<^a.me8  Gadsden,  of  South  Carolina,  to  Mexico.  Soule's 
^i^oioe  pointed  significantly  towards  Cuba,  since  he,  a  for- 
^*gn-bom  citizen,  with  a  romantic  history,  was  ardently  bent 
^pon  the  acquisition  of  new  slave  soil.  The  seat  he  vacated 
**^  the  Seriate  was  filled  by  John  Slidell,  President  Polk's 
*^cret  envoy  to  Mexico,  whose  colleague,  Judah  P.  Benja- 
'*^*n,  had  also  been  lately  qualified.  To  the  Supreme  Court 
^«ica.ncy  the  Senate,  before  adjourning,  confirmed  John  A. 
^^mpbell,  of  Alabama,  a  very  able  lawyer,  but  a  disunionist 
in   proclivities. 

James  Buchanan,  whose  advice  Pierce  had  sought  with 

*  See  Horace  Mann's  Life,  399. 
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eagemeflB  after  the  election,  though  diBOourainj 
like  a  Folonins,*  seemed  a  little  shy  of  accepdu 
meet  enviable  of  foreign  honors.  The  Clayl 
diflSoulty  was  the  plum  of  diplomacy  at  the  pre 
and  Bachanan  was  disposed  to  insist  that  if  I 
London  he  should  have  the  glory  of  settling  it. 
plianoe  with  this  condition  was  not 
JjJ^  separate  negotiations  over  reciprocity 
fisheries  had  already  b^un.  Understanc 
tiiat  he  should  have  his  way,  and  leaving  these  o 
to  the  State  department  and  his  whilom  assoe 
Polk,  Buchanan  accepted  his  post  after  much  hi 
lay,  and  sailed  for  England  in  the  summer.f 
impressed  this  astute  old  statesman  before  he  d 
that  Jefferson  Davis  and  Gushing  of  the  cal 
already  deep  with  the  new  president,  and  uieai] 
him  in  the  front  for  re-election.     So,  when  sever 

^  dined  together,  Buchanan  said,  in  a  jocul 
that  old  stagers  like  himself  aud  Marc 
stand  out  of  the  way  and  give  young  Ameii< 
chance  for  a  second  term  ;  which  pleased  the  cabi 
so  much  that  Davis  and  Dobbin  took  him  arm-in 
to  his  lodgings,  t 

Marcy,  as  the  reader  has  inferred,  was  no  fa^ 
the  bolder  spirits  of  this  Pierce  administration, 
liked  hunkerism,  and  aimed  at  a  bold  and  decis 
His  usefulness  to  them  lay  in  the  sticngth  he  es 
his  important  State,  which  vibrated  still  in  poli 
often  does,  with  a  motion  like  Galileo's  lamp.  ^ 
porting  Cass  in  1848,  Marcy  had  not  sunderec 
with  Dix,  Cambreling,  the  Van  Burens,  and  olh 
tients  of  his  party  ;  and  in  the  campaign  of  1852 
early  and  efficient  negotiator  for  the  reunion  of  : 


*  2  Ciirtis*8  Bachanan,  c.  3.  The  Pennsylvania  statesma 
some  shrewd  and  sagaoiouB  advi<^e  rcj^nling  cabinet  appoint! 
he  did  not  fully  act  upon  in  later  years  for  himself. 

t  2  Curtis's  Bachanan,  c.  3. 

I  Ibid. 


( 
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WQfk  which  still  went  on  in  these  early  months  of  Pierce's 
term.  Though  utterly  unused  to  the  conduct  of  foreign 
affairs,  this  good  Democrat  soon  mastered  its  routine,  and 
prepared  in  course  of  time  some  excellent  state  papers.  It 
^vras  natural,  however,  for  a  statesman  of  such  simple  habits 
to  indulge  some  whims  of  his  own  upon  court  etiquette. 
One  of  his  earliest  circulars  was  quite  annoying  to  our 
mimsters  and  consuls,  in  recommending  them  to  appear  on 
ooQrt  occasions  in  the  simple  dress  of  an  American  citizen. 
The  customary  dress  of  our  diplomats  had  consisted  of  a 
plwi  blue  uniform  with  gold  embroidei^,  and  a  white  waist- 
ooat;  and  at  this  time  Louis  Napoleon,  as  well  as  Queen 
V^ictorla,  stood  strongly  upon  such  points  of  etiquette. 
farcy's  ^^  black-coat  circular  "  was  all  tlie  more  embarrass- 
iog,  since  it  was  not  peremptory,  but  left  each  agent  to 
dioose  between  offending  the  administration  and  the  court 
to  which  he  was  accredited.* 

A  correspondence,  soon  published  between  the  New  Sec- 
>^tary  and  Hulsemann,  that  irrepressible  charge  from  Aus- 
tria, made  a  better  basis  of  popularity  for  the  former ;  for, 
^rter  all,  the  laurels  to  be  won  by  foreign  negotiation  in  these 
years  grew  scantily  enough.     Koszta,  a  Hungarian  refugee, 
bad  been  arrested  in  the  harbor  of  Smyrna,   and  confined 
On  board  an  Austrian  brig  of  war,  to  be  carried  away,  when 
the  United  States  agent  there  demanded  his  release,  alleging 
that  be  had  taken  the  preliminary  steps  to  become  an  Amer- 
ican citizen.     Captain  Ingraham  of  our  navy,  being  then  in 
port  with  an  American  sloop-of -war,  enforced  this  demand 
by  threatening  to  cannonade  the  brig  unless  the  prisoner  was 
surrendered  within  a  given  time.     It  was  finally  arranged 
that  the  French  consul  should  taice  Koszta  in  charge  j^^^e  2S- 
Ontil  the  two  governments  in  conflict  should  settle    *^^^y  ^• 
the  tatter's   claim   to    American    protection.      Ingraham*s 
Bpirited  conduct  in  the  affair  stirred  our  people  to  enthu- 
siasm, for  they  still  sympathized  with  the  Hungarian  cause, — 
*n<i  Secretary  Marcy  sustained  him  fully,  announcing  in  his 

*  See  2  Ooodxlch'8  BecoUections,  510 ;  2  Curtis'B  Buchanan,  c.  4. 
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oiBoial  dispatdies  the  doctrine  of  proteotfon  to  Am 
citlsenB  in  the  amplest  terms.  Any  explanation  tot  tbe 
tkm  of  Torldsh  neatrality  at  Smyrna,  oar  government 
make  when  Tnikey  herself,  and  not  Aostrla,  compla 
By  general  consent  Eoszta  was  finally  released  and 
for  the  United  States. 

As  the  apostle  of  peace  and  fraternal  harmony,  I 
attended  by  his  saite,  did  the  natkmal  honors  at  JNTew 
city  when  a  janior  Worid's  Fair  opened  there  on  the 
Jnly ;  fiuent,  earnest,  and  unabashed,  he  spoke  before 
auditory  of  twenty  Uioosand.  If  qaick  invention  t 
strong  American  charaoteristlo,  another  is  the  quid 
emulous  adaptation  of  Ideas  invented  by  others.  Here 
a  second  crystal  palace,  smaller  though  perhaps  more 
tifulthan  its  English  prototype,  covering  a  space  c 
acres.  But  the  project  was  a  private  one,  and,  f alU 
attract  the  patronise  expected  from  the  old  worid,  soi 
entire  capital  which  stoc^olders  invested  in  the  entei 
To  the  present  exhibition  succeeded  others  less  choio 
pealing  to  the  popular  purse,  but  all  tending  alike  to 
ruptcy,  until,  five  years  later,  the  building,  while  in  th 
of  its  creditors,  was  burnt  to  the  ground.  Some  of  tl 
lossal  statuary  sent  for  exhibition,  which  Kurope  had 
taken  the  pains  to  recall,  perished  in  the  fatal  combi 
and  Art  shed  not  a  tear. 

This  flying  official  visit  had  political  ends  to  fu 
Horatio  Seymour,  who  figured  among  the  exhibition 
taries,  was  iiow  governor  of  New  York,  and  the  admii 
tion  wished  to  reconcile  under  his  auspices  the  party  fa 
in  the  Empire  State,  whose  war  had  raged  so  bitterly. 
"  Softs,"  even  when  taking  an  active  part  to  promo' 
election  of  Franklin  Pierce  to  the  Presidency,  still  k 
show  of  standing  upoi^  their  old  anti-slavery  Wilmot-P 
platform ;  nor  was  it  until  tbe  doors  of  the  New  Yorl 
torn-house  flew  open,  diHclosing  tbe  salaried  spoils  withi 

*  Executive  Document,  1863. 
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great  national  victory,  that  they  showed  alacrity  to  close  the 
breach  and  coalesce  once  more  with  their  old  adversaries, 
the  *'  Hards  "  or  "  Hunkers."  To  these  they  would  willingly 
leave  the  lion's  share  of  the  fat  perquisites.  But  when  the 
*'  Softs  "  grew  softer,  the  "  Hards  "  grew  harder,  and  their 
rale  was  the  orthodox  one  of  keeping  the  whole  perquisites 
to  themselves.  This  made  trouble  in  that  lucrative  strong- 
hold of  official  patronage,  where  Jacksonian  principles  had 
long  swayed  both  national  parties.  To  the  collectorship  of 
this  poi-t,  after  Dickinson,  the  retired  Senator,  had  declined 
the  post,  the  President  appointed  Greene  C.  Bronson,  lately 
chief  justice  of  the  State  courts  of  appeal.  Bronson,  who, 
like  Charles  O'Conor,  the  new  district  attorney,  carried  into 
politics  a  rigid  rectitude,  would  not  so  distribute  September- 
the  spoils  as  to  give  Free  Soilers  any  nutriment ;  November. 
and,  after  a  pungent  correspondence.  Secretary  Guthrie 
finally  removed  him,  and  put  in  his  place  Ileman  J.  Redfield, 
'rom  Western  New  York.  Charles  O'Conor  resigned  some- 
what later.  The  "Softs,"  such  as  Tilden  and  Van  Burcn 
the  younger  (a  jovial  politician,  familiarly  known  as  "  Prince 
John  ") ,  now  publicly  indorsed  the  administration ;  accept- 
ing the  Baltimore  platform  as  a  finality  and  in  good  faith, 
^nd  purposing  to  discountenance  for  the  future  all  agitation 
of  the  anti-slavery  question.* 

The   stand   our  new    administration    had    taken   in    tlie 
Koszta  affair  was  highly  popular,  and  served  to  revive  the 
^commemoration  of  that  imperial  doctrine  which  the  Christian 
<chupch  exemplifies  by  the  Gentile  apostle's  appeal,  *'  I  am 
a  Koman  citizen."     One  now  might  proudly  allege  American 
citizenship.     Here,  as  in  the  court  of  the  new  Napoleon, 
Koman   example    was   coming   quite   into   fashion.      Caleb 
Cushing,  as   one   of   the    presidential   train,  reminded    the 
multitude  in  a  July  speech  that  Rome  "  went  on  annexing.;  " 
the  moral  of  this  remark  })eing  that  America's  vast  empire 
should  do  the  same,  in  fulfilment  of  the  law  of  natural  de- 
velopment.    In   a   published   letter,  written    a   few   weeks 

*  Newspapers  of  the  day. 

VOL.  v.— 18 
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later,  he  prescribed  for  Massachusetts  Democrats,  as  thoD 

by  authority,  a  policy  quite  at  variance  with  that  wh^Kiidi 

Guthrie  was  inculcating  in  another  quarter.     ''  The 


dent,"  he  wrote  in  effect,  "  is  immovably  convinced  of  ti^i^  the 
fatal  error  of  making  coalition  with  the  Free  Soilers  n  ^  mil 
thereby  giving  aid  to  persistent  agitators. "    Such  interfereins^  nee 

accomplished   more  than   it   intended;    for   Massachuse" Ltto 

trampled  down  that  coalition  which  had  brought  Boar^ot- 
well,  Sumner,  and  Wilson  into  influence,  rejected  the  woci^vofk 
of  the  coalition  constitutional  convention,  and  elected  oyp  ver 
all  Democratic  opponents  a  Whig  governor.  In  New  Yo^Cj^A^ 
furthermore,  the  healing  touch  of  the  treasury  had  come  t^Vtoo 
late  to  repair  the  schism  at  this  year's  poll ;  and  over  t^^^be 
separate  tickets  of  Hards  and  Softs  in  an  off  year  of  St^^^-ate 
politics,  the  election  showed  a  fractional  strength  nea^  ^7 
equal  in  this  party  of  the  administration,  while  the  Wh^E^  ^ 
carried  the  plurality. 

Political  symptoms  like  these,  however,  were  but  trifling,  -^  ^ 
view  of  the  new  and  tremendous  domestic  issue  which  a  sin^^Bifi^ 
session  of  the  new  Congress  was  now  to  force  upon  natioi^^^*^ 

politics.     Tidings   of   war   at  the   Bosphorus ■ ^^ 

^y®™"  that  war  which  allied  France   and  England  on  U^  ^^^ 

side  of  sick  despotism  to  resist  Russia — had  tz-^^^^^ 
just  anived,  when  Congress  gathered  on  its  usual  groui—^"""^ 
An  organization  was  effected  without  delay;  Atchis  W^o^ 
calling  the  iSenate  to  order,  while,  in  the  House,  Linn  Boj=i5^5^^» 
of  Kentucky,   was   on   a  first  ballot  elected   Speaker.  ^° 

this  latter  chamber  Benton   was  chief  among  new-comer^  — ^rs, 
solaced  somewhat  by  a  temporary  hold  upon  the  House,  aft^      '^^ 
losing  that  seat  in  the  Senate  which  he  had  held  for  thi^^c— rty 
consecutive  years,  a    term  hitherto  unparalleled,  but  sinr"^^^^^ 
exceeded  by  others.     The  President's   message   fulfilled  ^^^^' 
pectations  ;  glorious  Apollo  breathed  through  its  every  utt*        ^^' 
ance,  florid  and  rhetorical,  ])ut  satisfactory.     In  foreign  '       "*" 
lations  it  encouraged  the  hope  that  the  fisheries  and  Cent —   ™' 
American   disput^^    with  Great   Britain  would  soon  be  ^E^^' 
justed  ;  it  condemned  Cuban   filibustering,  at  the  same  ti:=^*°® 
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tering  for  the  good  will  of  Spain ;  it  took  firm  bat  tem- 
rate  ground  on  the  Koszta  question.  In  domestic  affairs 
3  President  pronounced  the  situation  free  from  any  cause 
serious  disquietude.  He  had  no  radical  change  to  suggest 
Unanee ;  but  lie  proposed  increasing  the  army  and  navy, 
d  extending  to  Utah  and  New  Mexico  the  public  land 
stem,  from  which  over  $53,000,000  had  accrued  to  the 
tasury  up  to  the  present  time.  And  recognizing  the  re- 
•ved  lowers  of  the  people  in  the  several  States,  as  things 
w  tended,  he  took  the  Virginian  view,  adverse  to  public 
provements  at  the  cost  of  the  national  treasury.* 

When  the  new  year  opened  and  Congress  reassembled 
:er  the  holidays,  Franklin  Pierce  stood  strong  in  the  geu- 
il  confidence  of  the  peo[)le  of  both  sections, 
'ept  into  the  Presidency  as'  he  had  been  by  a  great 
palar  uprising,  men  of  all  parties  who  knew  nothing  of 
I  personal  fitness  or  antecedents  had  rallied  to  his  support 
th  zeal  and  even  with  enthusiasm.  Juvenile  in  appear- 
ce,  with  a  tinge  of  sadness  occasioned  by  domestic  sor- 
pf ,  finely  bearing  himself  hitherto  on  all  public  occasions, 
ist  statesmen  looked  upon  him  as  one  who  would  lead  the 
3ple  into  new  and  green  pastures  of  peace  and  concilia- 
n.  The  conditions  under  which  he  had  begun  were  f  avor- 
ie  certainly  to  such  hopes ;  for  the  Whigs  were  now  dis- 
mbered  and  destroyed,  and  he  stood  the  chosen  leader  of 

overwhelming  majority.  But  it  is  a  foible  of  every  de- 
Kjracy  to  make  pets  of  the  plausible  and  untried,  and  in 

susceptible  mood  to  invest  its  favorite  with  virtues  and 
ents  which  he  never  possessed ;  for  the  public  is  like  an 
lent  lover,  and  looks  through  a  highly  refracting  medium. 
Why  were  our  Northern  people  so  easily  self-deceived? 
hy  had  they  not  perceived  that  political  signs  already 
inted  to  pleasing  the  South  beyond  measure?  Southern 
pansion,  however,  was  a  slow  and  uncertain  project,  and 

*  President's  annual  inessaf^e:  Executive  Dwuments.  This  last  state- 
»nt  glanced  unfavorably  at  projects  of  a  Pacific  railway  at  the  national 
ft. 
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a  more  immediate   benefaction  of   slave   territory  was 
order   from  the  sycophantic   politicians.     In   the  Kansi 
Nebraska  bill  leaps  forward   the   swift  generator  of  n« 
national  discontent,  new  parties.      Its  originator  was  S' 
phen  A.  Douglas,  ambitious,  forceful,  and  subservient; 
had  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  of  Uopical  annexatic 
a  team  which  slavery  drove ;  but  now  he  mounted  his  o^ 
chariot.     The  bell  of  op[)ortunity  strikes,  and  the  fog  n« 
lifting  shows  the  great  pacification  of  1850,  no  longer  1 
land's  end  of  strife,  as  the  charts  had  desciibed  it,  but  1 
rounding- point  into  a  vast  and  illimitable  jungle  of  sectioi 
controversy,  where  tigcra  roar  and  scorpions  stiffen  to 
tack. 

The  Senate  was  the  scene   of   this   agitating  discove 
Here,  without  warning  or  suggestion,  and  as  though  eell 
for  the  sole  paternity  of  his  sclienie,  Douglas,  as  chaiiic 
of   the  committee  of    territories,  reix)rted  on 
*4th  of  January  a  bill  for  the  territorial  gove- 
ment  of  Nebraska,  a  region  embraced  under  tlic  old  Lc 
siana  purchase,  and  apportioned  to  freedom  by  the  fam« 
Missouri  eoinj)roniisc  act  of  1820.     One  of  the  sections 
this  bill,  copyinj^  the  language  used  under  the  late  comp 
of  1H50  with  reference  to  Utah  and  New  Mexico,*  provic 
that  whenever  Nebraska  should  be  admitted  into  the  Vn 
as  a  State  or  States,  it  should   conic  in   **  with  or  willn 
slavery,'*  as  its  Constitution  at  the  time  of  admission  ini| 
prescribe.     ''A  proper  sense  of  patriotic  duty,"  explaii 
Douglas,   ''enjoins  tiie  propriety   and  necessity  of  a  sti 
adherence  to  the  princi[)les,  and  even  a  literal  adoption 
the  enaotments,  of  the  adjustment  of  18.50." 

'^  Slavery  takes   the   field,"  was   the    instant  comment 
conscience  |)re8ses  at  the  North.     These  had  perceived  w 
no  complacency  that  of  the  territorial  committees  appoia 
in  each   House,    an  Illinois  truckler  was   chairman, t   wl 
the  majority  consisted  of  slaveholders;    and   they  at  oi 

•  Supra,  p.  i<rr. 

t  UicliJirdson,  of  Illinois,  was  ohiiinnan  of  the  House  committee  oa 
ritories,  and  ho  and  Douglas  acted  in  coucert. 
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denouBced  the  bQl  as  a  covert  attempt  to  override  the  Mis- 
souri compromise.      To  take   the  ground  more  manfully, 
I>uon,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  which  would  repeal  expressly  the  ^^^^^ 
Missouri  restriction;    and  this  manoeuATc  forced  Douglas 
forward ;  for  on  the  23d  of  Januai-y  he  rei>orted 
a  substitute  bill  from  his  committee,  which  went*     ^^ 
all  lengths  for  the  new  principle  of  1850,  henceforth  to  be 
vaunted  as  "popular  sovereignty."     This  second  bill  pro- 
vided for  the  establishment  of  two  territories,  one  to  be 
called  Nebraska,  and   the  other  Kansas.     By  it  that  8th 
section  of   the   Missouri   compromise   act  which  ordained 
freedom  alone  north  of  the  extended  parallel  of  3G^  30'  * 
was  distinctly  pronounced  void,  and  slavei-y  and  freedom 
were  allowed  an  equal  chance  to  propagate.     All  questions 
pertaining   to   slavery  in    these  territories  of   Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  and  in  the  new  States  to  be  formed  from  them, 
the  local  dwellers  should  decide  through  their  proper  rep- 
I'esentatives ;  all  cases  involving  title  to  slaves  and  to  per- 
.  aomd  freedom  should  be  referred  to  the  local  courts,  with 
&  right  of   api>eal  to   the   Supreme  Court  of   the  United 
States;    and    the    fugitive-slave    law   should   be   faithfully 
executed  under  all  conditions.     "The  object  is  not,"  ex- 
plained Douglas,  '*to  admit  or  to  exclude  slavery,  but  to 
remove  whatever  obstacles  Congress  has  placed  in  the  way 
^^  it,  and  to  apply  to  all  our  territories  the  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention." t 

The  new  domestic  policy  thus  sprung  so  unexpectedly  upon 

^e  country   was  the   secret   contrivance  of  a  few  aspiring 

^njocrats,  obsequious  to  slavery's  propaganda.    The  peo[)le, 

whether  North  or  South,  had   neither  initiated  such  a  step 

^^f  dreamed  of  taking  it.     Nor  had    Douglas  himself  the 

"*rdihood  of  precipitating  the   new   and  iniquitous   issue, 

*'thout  previous  assurances  of  the  President's  support  and 

approval.     With  the  introduction  in  the  Senate  of  his  second 


*  ^ee  Tol.  iii.  p.  1«7. 
'  Oongrewional  Globe. 
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territorial  bill  came  the  contemporaneoos  ramor  tbm 
Toang  American  administration  would  support  him  and 
the  measnre  through.    That  rumor  was  well  founded. 

This  measnre  was  not  palatable  to  all  of  Pieroe'a  eal 
Marcy,  it  is  well  known,  was  dissatisfied  and  vexed  wil 
scheme  from  first  to  last;  tliough  loving  party  and 
too  well  to  forsake  his  post.  Jefferson  Davis,  the  Sea 
of  War,  was  the  President's  inspirer  in  this  business, 
by  his  own  admission,  negotiated  the  compact  betweei 
White  House  and  the  territorial  committee  rooms  o 
capitdL  These  committees,  as  he  relates,  agreed  to  r 
their  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  in  the  new  shape,  if  aa 
that  the  President  would  favorably  consider  it.  Thi 
on  a  Saturday ;  Monday  was  the  day  for  reporting  the 
and  on  Sunday,  the  22d  of  January,  Dou^^ 
J»nii»733.^^  fellow-members  of  tiie  two  commiti^es  pai 
President  a  private  visit  under  the  Secretary's  personal 
voy.  Leaving  the  others  in  the  reception  chamber,  ] 
entered  the  private  apartments  of  the  White  House,  \ 
Franklin  Pierce  kept  his  sabbath  seclusion.  Firat  expla 
the  situation  to  the  President  alone,  he  brought  him  int 
reception  room  for  an  interview  with  the  committees.  I 
listened  to  the  bill  as  it  was  read  over,  and  to  the  expo 
of  it,  and  expressed  his  approbation.  ^*  I  consider  tii 
based,"  he  said,  "  upon  a  sound  principle,  which  the 
promise  of  1820  infringed  upon,  and  to  which  we  have 
returned."  *  The  Kansas- Nebraska  bill  was  not — so  ] 
assures  posterity — inspired  by  the  l^esideiit  and  cabii 
to  some,  eertaioly,  of  the  cabinet,  it  must  have  proved ) 
piise ;  but  if  his  own  mstigation  of  the  policy  began  wit 
I^rd's-Day  interview  he  describes,  the  surroundings  c 
tale  are  singular.  Irreconcilable  even  to  disloyalty  as  h 
been  with  the  compact  of  1850,  because  it  refused  hit 
ultimatum  to  extend  the  30^  30'  line  to  the  Pacific,  it 
have  been  a  sweet  revenge  to  assert,  as  from  hencefor 


*  Jeffenou  Davis's  Confederacy^  27. 
tibid. 
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oonstantly  asserted,  that  the  1850  compromise  annulled  and 
abftndoned  the  36^  30'  line  altogether. 

The  grand  debate  opened  in  the  Senate  upon  the  report 
of  this  remarkable  substitute  bill,  and  lasted  until  nearly 
the  close  of  May.     We  have  no  more  of  those  pic-  january- 
taresque  tableaux  which  made  that  debate  of  four     ^*y- 
years  earlier  so  memorable ;    no  consummate  Clay  attuned 
the  chords  of  fraternal  feeling ;   no  Webster  bent  the  strong 
how  of  argument ;  no  pallid  Calhoun  glided  in  and  out  of 
the  chamber,  like  a  spectre  of  dissolution.     Douglas,  with  his 
coarse  but  vigorous  style  of  expression,  his  sneers  and  grim- 
aces at  negro  philanthropy,  all  for  demagogue  effect,  and 
that  smart  and  dexterous  sword-play  of  sophistical  argument 
in  which  he  excelled  all  debaters  of  his  times  for  gaining  the 
imniediate  advantage,  was  the  Spartacus  of  this  later  exhi- 
bition, swelling  prodigiously  with  the  munificence  of  his  new 
htssez^faire  doctrine  for  settling  the  territories.     Slavehold- 
ing  coadjutors  ke[)t  him  in  the  arena  as  their  gladiator,  wish- 
^g«  so  far  as  possible,  to  make  the  new  concession  appear 
w  a  boon,  a  peace-offering  tendered  their  section  by  the  free 
States  in  the  spirit  of  equity  and  magnanimous  justice.     Sam- 
'lel  Houston,  John  Bell,  and  Edward  Everett  were  among 
^e  conservative  dissenters  from  this  new  legislation ;    but 
the  opposition  marshalled  more  instinctively  under  a  trio  of 
senators, — Seward,  Chase,  and  Sumner, — whose  more  radical 
^tagonism  to  slavery  extension,  and  whose  detachment  from 
^e  mediating  policies  which  had  brought  the  country  into 
•ttch  mischief,  qualified  them  better  for  leading  in  this  un- 
expected crisis.     To  fame's  only  sure  temple  the  entrance 
^  tlirough  freedom's  door ;  and  these  three  statesmen,  equal 
^"    ability  and  force  of  character  to  any  who  encountered 
^em,  and  yet  so  differing  among  themselves  in  temperament 
*Qci  methods  as  to  supply  one  another,  rather  than  blend  in 
l^rfect  harmony,  grew  into  the  heroes,  the  representative 
'^^^ri,  of  the  next  six  years'  chronicles.     '*  We  are  on  the 
®^^  of  a  great  national  transaction,"  said  Seward,   as  this 
^^t>ate  approached  its  climax,  ''  a  transaction  that  will  close 
*  Cycle  in  the  history  of  our  country." 


280       HmORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES^   CHAP.  X 

The  Dixon  amendxaent,  which  Dooglas  bad  slmd  ofl 
his  mibtjkitate  UU,*  proposed  that  the  akveholder  abo 
oairjr  hia  alavea  of  right  into  any  of  the  territory  hItiM 
ienoedoftbythelineof theMlsaooriooniprcNniae.  BotDi) 
laa  i^orifled  the  principle,  to  him  ao  much  happier,  tknt 
ahodd  be  left  to  popular  aovereignty,  to  the  aetttera,  .to 
territorial  kgialatarQ;  and  thoa  might  Congreaa, IflEePon 
Fflalet  waah  its  hands  of  the  victim'a  Uood.  But  e 
here,  aa  the  dogma  had  been  forged  upon  the  anvfl  of 
OGanmittee-room,  there  waa  left  a  flaw,,  an  n^y  amfaiga 
whloh  yet  woold  hinder  its  practical  avdlabflity.  Fa 
what  period  were  the  inhabitants  of  a  territory  to  form 
regolato  thehr  domestic  institotions  in  their  own  way  ?  C< 
they  ezdode  davery  aa  soon  aa  the  mac^liinery  of  adf-govi 
ment  waa  set  np,  or  only  when  the  time  arrived  for  fom 
a  State  Conatitntion,  and  applying  for  equal  admisaioi 
tlie  Union?  And,  if  at  the  latter  period,  how  far  was  C 
gress  obligated  to  admit  at  once,  and  give  the  proposed  C 
stltation  an  irrevocable  effect?  We  shall  see  those  difll 
ties  of  application  presenting  themselves  presently,  and  | 
ing  rise  to  new  schisms  and  dissensious  in  the  domii 
party  which  bad  embraced  the  new  dogma  all  too  hearl 
And  we  shall  see,  besides,  that  this  grand  doctrine  of  nati< 
irresponsibility  in  the  territories  plunged  the  settlers  of 
hostile  labor  systems  into  chronic  civil  war  and  bloodsl 
while  the  administration  was  drawn  into  an  attitude  bj 
means  indifferent.  Popular  sovereignty,  in  short,  wai 
involve  the  costliest  kind  of  national  interference, — inter 
ence  without  the  power  to  prevent. 

How  quickly,  how  alarmingly,  did  our  citizens  start 
from  their  repose  and  the  fancied  security  from  agita 
to  which  the  great  statesmen,  now  under  the  sod,  had  lu 
them.  The  very  presentation  of  this  second  Kansas- 
braska  act,  under  the  sanction  of  a  responsible  Sei 
committee,   set  the   whole   North   in   anxious    commot 

♦  Supra,  p.  277. 
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Foreign   acquisitions,   repetitions  of   the  Mexican   war, — 
tliese  seemed  too  far  off  to  borrow  trouble ;   but  here  stood 
slaiTery  ready  to  force  at  once  the  most  sacred  of  safeguards 
erected  to  protect  free  labor.     The  worst,  with  too  much 
x^eason,  was  at  once  apprehended.     Petitions  were  circulated 
axid  signed,  meetings  were  called  in  northern  centres  of  pop- 
imlation,  to  remonstrate  emphatically  against  any  act  of  Con- 
^mess  which   should  disturb  the  old  Missouri  compromise. 
JAeQ  apd  presses  identified  hitherto  with  either  of  the  old 
parties,  co-oporated.      Independent  Democrats  in  Congress, 
diase  and  Sumner  reckoned  among  them,  had  already  sent 
oat  a  timely  letter,  arraigning  the  new  bill,  almost  as  soon 
as  it  was  reported,  as  a  gross  violation  of  a  sacred  national 
pledge,  and  part  and  parcel  of  an  atrocious  plot  to  promote 
the  adyancemeut  of  slavery.      Agitation  was  aroused ;    ex- 
citement followed  agitation ;  and,  before  the  authors  of  the 
l>ill  could  define  their  own  plans,  a  prejudice  immovable  as 
truth  itself  had  been  established  against  it.     State  legislatures 
^^ere  at   this    time  in  winter   session;    and  that  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  first  to  hurl  its  denunciations,  acted  with  such 
spirit  and  promptness,  that  the  resolutions  of  its  two  houses 
'^cre  presented  to  Congress  on  the  self -same  30  th  of  January 
that  Kansas-Nebraska  was  first  taken  up  for  consideration. 
From  the  opening  day  of   February  until  the  close  of  the 
Pi'esent  session,  and  long  after  final  action  had  been  taken 
^^  the  bUl,  memorials  from  citizens  of  the  free  States  were 
offered  in  one  branch  or  the  other,  protesting  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  Missouri  compromise  as  a  great  moral  wrong, 
subversive  of  all  confidence  in  national  engagements.     The 
^eat  body  of  Christian  ministers  at  the  North  united  in  re- 
*>Joii8trance8  of  this  character,  one  of  which,  reaching  the 
^Uate  in  March,  bore  the  signatures  of  three  thousand  and 
®^ty  of  the  New  England  clergy. 

t>ouglas  felt  the  pattering  storm  as  he  drove  the  coach  of 
Slavery,  aware  of  the  political  risks  he  had  taken.  Stephen 
^^^old  Douglas — with  accent  on  that  second  name,  already 
tarnislied  in  history— was  bitterly  denounced  as  a  traitor  to 
^l>erty,  the  Esau  of  his  New  England  birthright.     To  leave 
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his  ground  clearer,  he  moved  to  amend  his  bill,  while  t 

Senate  debate  was  in  progress,  by  making  an  argumentatl 

section  of  that  part  which  removed  the  restrictit 

^^"^"^of  the  Missouri  compromise.      That  amendmet 

which  was  presently  agreed  to,  declared  the  restr 

tioii  inoperative  and  void,  because  ''  inconsistent  with  t 

principle  of  non-intervention   by   Congress  with   slavery 

as  recognized  by  the  legislation  of  1850 ;   "it  being  the  tc 

intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate  slavery  ic 

any  Territory  or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but 

leave  tlie  people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  reguls 

their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way,  subject  only- 

the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."     Despite  the  vag- 

ness  of  these  final  words,  this  was  "  squatter  sovereignty 

in  as  concise  and  authoritative  a  form  as  text  prior  to  pi- 

tical  experience  could  convey  it ;  and  the  Kansas-Nebrasl 

in  all  later  stages  of  its  deliberation,  was  a  bill  with  an  <- 

planatory  dogma.     Immedi-ately  after  these  words,  Ch» 

who  bad  led  the  first  assault  upon  the  bill,  proposed  to  ins 

a  clause  declaring  that  the  people  of  the  territory,  throi.: 

their  representatives,  might  prohibit,  if  they  saw  fit,  the  -* 

isteuce  of  slavery.      After  considerable  disenssi^ 

tbls  amendment  was  voted  down  by  nearly  four 

one.*     On  the  3d  of  March,  after  an  exciting  night  sess» 

of  six  hours,  the  momentous  vote  was  taken,  c 

the  bill  passed  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  l> 

majority  of  twenty- three. t 

•  Strictly  speaking,  by  36  to  10,  only  Northern  men  of  Free  Soil  tenc* 
cies— Chase,  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin,  Fessenden,  Fish,  Foot,  Hainlui, 
ward.  Smith,  Sunmer,  and  Wade — voting  for  it.     Douglas  and  his  frie 
parried  the  effect  of  such  a  proposal  by  claiming  that  it  did  not  state 
alternative  for  8laverj''s  side  so  as  to  conform  to  the  theorj'  of  s% 
national  imi)artiality  Ixitween  slavery  and  freedom. 

t  Congressional  Globe.  The  final  vote  sto<Kl  'M  to  14.  Against  the 
were  recorded  seven  Whigs,— Fessenden,  of  Maine;  Smith,  of  Conn^ 
cut;  Foot,  of  Vermont;  Iwth  Seward  and  Fish,  of  New  York;  Wad#2 
Ohio;  Bell,  of  Tennessee ;  and  seven  Democrats  (counting  Sumner  '< 
Chase,  who  ranked  rather  as  Ind(»pendents),  among  whom  were  Ham 
of  Maine;  James,  of  Rhode  Island;  W^alker  and  Dotlge,  of  Wi84*oiE« 
and  Houston,  of  Texas.     Phelps,  of  Vermont,  Everett,  of  Massachusi£ 
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The  bill  dow  went  to  the  House,  where  legislation  had  been 
icUing  through  the  whole  winter.     In  this  branch  of  Congress, 
Richardson,  of  Illinois,  who  was  known  as  Douglas's  first 
lieutenant,  had,  on  the  31st  of  January,  reported  a  territo- 
rial bill,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  measure  then  pending 
l>ef ore  the  Senate.     It  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
ifrhole,  where,  under  prevailing  practice,  members  might  dis- 
cuss almost  any  topic  which  suited  their  tastes  and  interests. 
On  the  21st  of  March,  the  Senate  bill,  by  a  vote  ot 
1 10  to  95,  was  sent  to  this  same  dilatory  committee, 
instead  of  to  Richardson's  Committee  on  the  Territories ;  the 
uiotion  for  that  purpose,  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  consid- 
ered a  hostile  one,  being  made  by  Cutting,  of  New  York, 
who  involved  himseli  in  consequence  in  a  sort  of  belligerent 
conflict  with  Breckinridge,  of   Kentucky,  that  fortunately 
drew  no  blood.     Nothing   more  was  done   until  the  8th  of 
May,  when  Richardson  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  the 
object  of  gaining  precedence   for  his  own  territorial  bill. 
Having  gained  that  point  by  skilful  tactics,*  he  had  bill 
^ter  bill  on  the  calendar  laid  aside,  until  his  Nebraska  bill 
''^aa  reached.     No  sooner  was  that  taken  up  in  order  than  he 
^oved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
^nd  inserting  a  substitute  in  the  exact  words  of  tlie  bill  which 
^ad  passed  the  Senate,  except  for  the  Clayton  amendment. 
At  noon  of  the  11th,  he  moved  to  close  aD  debate  in  com- 
mittee ;  opponents  of  the  bill  manoeuvred  in  every  way  to 
defeat  the  motion ;  and,  after  an  obstinate  struggle  lasting 
^litil  nearly  midnight  of  the   12th,  the  House  adjourned, 
*fter  a  continuous  session  of  thirty-six  hours.     Again,  on 
^e  13th,  and  afterwards  on  tlie  l;3th,  Richardson  renewed 
^^is  motion,  which,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  was  finally 

*^d  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  were  amon^  those  who  did  not  vote.  Two 
•^endments  had  been  adopted  after  Chase's  failure ;  one,  which'  was  at 
^^Ijer's  instance,  provided  that  laws  relating  to  slavery  prior  to  1820 
^^Te  not  revived  by  this  act ;  the  other,  or  Clayton  amendment,  deprived 
*^l  persons  in  the  Territory  not  fully  naturalized  of  the  privilege  of  voting. 
^he  inspiration  of  this  latter  amendment  will  presently  appear. 
*  Congressional  Globe.    Yeas,  109;  nays,  88. 
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canied,  so  that  debate  should  cease  at  noon  of  Saturday, 

20th.     When  that  time  arrived,  the  bill  was  still  opeo. 

amendments  upon  which  five-minute  speeches  were  permitt^ 

On  Monday,  May  22d,  the  House  fought  its  last  great  ba. " 

over  the  bill.     The  attendance  was  large,  absentees  had 

paired  off,  the  galleries  and  lobbies  were  crowded,  and 

floor  was   occupied   by    Senators    and   privileged    person 

The  last  hope  of  opponents  in  this  parliamentary  conflict  ■ 

been  to  keep  the  bill  indefinitely  in  committee  of  the  wholes 

a  running  fire  of  amendments.    That  hope  was  frustrated  xslm 

unexpectedly  when  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  a  friend  of  the  tz 

moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clauH 

Rejection  followed,  which  made  it  imperative  under  the  n^ 

to  report  at  once  to  the  House.     The  House,  whose  majoifl 

was  really  on  Richardson's  side,  refused  to  concur  in  " 

committee's  action  ;  and  the  Senate  bill,  without  the  Clayr- 

amendment,  swung  into  place  for  decision.     A  motion  to 

on  the   table  was   rejected ;   the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ^ 

grossed   for  a  third  reading,   and  it  passed  by  113  to  1 

Half  an  hour  boforc  midnight  the  House  adjourned,  havr 

disposed  of  its  share  in  the  iniquitous  work — as  that  bc^ 

inclines  to  do  on  all  highly  important  occasions — by  fightiia 

not  with  oratory,  but  the  manual. 

On  the  next  day  the  bill  with  its  omission  was  returned 

the  Senate,  and  read  for  the  first  time.     Upon   its  seco^ 

readiui^  recommeneed  some  two  davs  of  discussic: 
May  23-2G. .  ^      .  .   ,      ,      ^„  ^r     •         . 

in  course  of  winch  the  C  layton,  or  rs ative- America 

amendment,   was  renewed*  and  rejected.     Douglas    clo^ 

debate  in  the  small  hours  of   the   2()th ;   and  the  bill,  b^ 

vote  of  35  to  13,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.     It  was  r^ 

a  third  time,  and  passed    before   sunrise  without  a  divisia 

On  the  30th  of  May  an  act  more    ill-omened   than   any 

which  Fillmore  had  placed  his  hand  received  the  signature^ 

the   young   President,  and   his   secret  pledge,  of  which  ' 

people  knew  nothing,  stood  fulfilled. f     Again,  as  four  ye 


*  By  Pearce,  of  Marylarnl. 

t  Act  May  30,   18.>4,  c.   59;   supra,  p.  278.     See    Washington    Ua — 
Oct.  0,  IS.'Vi,  which  states   that  the  Missouri  repeal  amendment  wa^ 
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e^viier,  was  freedom  betrayed  by  its  chosen  representatives 
Ix&to  a  sacrifice  which  it  had  never  authorized,  never  even 
dreamed  of  making.  The  servant  in  either  case  had  bar- 
gained off  the  rights  of  his  master  on  his  own  responsibility. 

Four  years  had  passed  since  the  consummation  of  fra- 
t^eraal  unison,  when  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  that  provocative 
of  intestine  strife,  was  laid  under  the  vaults  of  the  capitol. 
A.nd  now  was  renewed  the  moral  agitation,  which  had 
l>een  soothed  to  rest  with  so  much  difficulty,  in  deadly  and 
terrible  earnest.  No  act  of  pretended  grace  was  ever  en- 
grossed upon  our  government  parchment  so  utterly  uncalled 
for,  and  at  the  same  time  so  despicable  and  so  thoroughly 
Bubversive  in  the  end  of  all  that  its  originators  professed 
to  accomplish  by  it.  That  it  was  uncalled  for,  and  in  its 
concession  to  slavery  equally  a  surprise  to  North  and 
South,  no  one  ever  had  the  hardihood  to  dispute ;  and  the 
tone  of  the  President's  December  message  is  proof  at  least 
that  no  such  upheaval  of  internal  policy  was  then  contem- 
plated. The  organization  of  Nebraska  territory  had  been 
pending  earlier,  and  bills  previously  introduced  were  of 
^e  usual  form  and  purport;  not  a  single  petition  from 
the  people  of  either  section  prayed  Congress  to  repeal  the 
Missouri  settlement,  or  to  organize  this  interior  territory 
*>pon  any  other  basis  than  the  basis  of  that  settlement 
^hich,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  had  lieen  peacefully 
acquiesced  in.  The  despicableness  of  this  new  scheme 
^as  two-fold ;  it  made  freedom  and  slavery  coequal  from 
the  national  point  of  view,  and  it  abrogated  a  solemn  com- 
pact. That  it  subverted  its  own  ends  will  appear  as  this 
Narrative  continues. 

What  possible  motive,  then,  founded  in  a  deep  sense  of 
public  honor  and  responsibility,  could  have  induced  Nortliern 
statesmen,  like  Douglas  and  Franklin  Pierce,  to  come  for- 
^^fd  with  this  boon  which  its  reripionts  had  never  asked  ? 
Nothing  deeper,  we  may  feel  assured,  tlian  sycophancy  to 

P'^ved  by  Cass,  together  with  President  Pierce,  before  Douglas  reported 
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the  slave  power,  and  the  ambition  which  hoped  to  thrive        ^3^Ji3 
it.     We  had  heard  before  of  Northern  statesmen,  the  r^^""^  rep- 
resentatives   of    free   soil    and   a  free   constituency,    w  wy^  ^b( 
bowed  and  bent  to  that  yoke,  who  yielded  under  pres8ur:K  MLMire 
but  Douglas  was  the  first  of  freedom's  children  who  ran     Mom  n  U 
throw  open  the  gate  to  barbarism.     America  may  smile  n»  c::k  oo^ 
at  the  pathos  and  grandiloquence  which   invoked,   in  t^         the 
name  of  justice,  equal  privilege  and  popular  sovereignty  Ansoty, 
the  right  of  one  class  of  human  beings  to  hold  enthi'aUX-K-Alled 
another  class,  of  different  color.     Of  constitutional  argume^^^neot 
against  the  Missouri  compromise  the  courts  were  soon     .^zn  to 
give  enough,  for  what  our  fundamentals  of  Union  leave  iKi^"    no- 
defined,  robed  dignitaries   will  define  by  their  own  politiGZ^-lcs; 
and,  if  slavery  infected  one  limb  of  the  government,  it  BpresiL^^ ^ead 
easily  to  another.     But  of  that  argimient,  as  yet,  the  politic*  Sdcal 
leaders  were  timorous.     Douglas  would  gladly  have  rest^P*  -ted 
on  his  first  base,  and  given  to  the  Missouri  com  promise  jg-3"p  & 
tacit  quietus.     Jefferson  Davis,  too,  was  hampered   by  t^^  the 
recollection  that  the  extension  of  that  compromise  line  h  ^c~^^^ 
been  his  platform  in   1H50.     The  Missouii  compact,  if  it  ^  ^^^ 
an  ideal  one,  had  given  to  freedom  a  share,  at  least,  of  t-^"    tl^^ 
inheritance ;    it   established   good    within    certain    confine  .^nee. 
like  that  first  of  tenitoritd  compromises,  the  Ordinance 
1787,  which,  had   it  passed  as  Jefferson  originally   franv  ^Mn^^^^ 
it,  would  have  given  eventually  the  whole  domain  to  freetloK:  ^^-*^"^' 
both  north  and  south  of  the  Ohio.     That  handsomer  sco  ^^"^  '^1^^' 
was    then  prevented,   l»ecause   States  south  of  Virginia  iM^  ^^'' 

served  the   rights  of  slavery  for  the  territory  they  ceded  ^  ^** 

the  Union;   and  Tennessee,  ^Mississippi,  and  Alabama  gr^'  *  ^^^^ 
up  slave  States  acconlinjxly. 

"Give  the  fresh  acreage  henceforth  to  wheat  and  thistlt.^^  ^  "*''' 
roses  and  weeds,** — this  was  the   magnanimity  of  the  nt^ -^— ^^'^ 
gospel   of   popular   or  squatter  sovereignty.       The   deepr^  '^P^'^ 
danger  of  Clay's  latest  compromise,  we  have  already  setit^^  "^**'^' 
was  in   admitting   that   new   teniloiial   fallacy,   though    i^^      ^"*' 
fugitive-slave  act  caused  the  more  instant  irritation.      '*  Wr  ''^ 

or  without   slavery,"   that   optional    polic}^  which   the   co    •^e^?//;- 
promise  of  1850  asserted  over  new  soil  wholly  and  indisp^      "^ 
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sly  belonging  to  the  United  States  was  sure  to  breed  trouble, 
3t  only  when  its  settlement  should  begin  in  earnest,  but 
henever  another  acquisition  came  into  the  arms  of  the  Un- 
n.  More  mischievous  by  far  did  the  precedent  actually 
■oye,  under  the  claim  now  set  up  by  the  authors  of  the 
ansas-Nebraska  act,  that  it  retroacted  upon  the  earlier  ter- 
tory  of  the  Louisana  purchase, — that  it  annulled  the  sacred 
edge  of  1820.  Such  was  the  argument  in  which  Davis 
K>k  afterwards  a  cynical  delight,  and  which  Douglas  wielded 
I  a  sword.  Wicked  and  impudent  sophism;  and  could 
3lj  Clay  or  Webster  have  left  his  grave  and  stalked  into 
le  Senate  chamber,  his  look  would  have  turned  the  man  who 
itered  it  into  stone.  Seward,  in  debate,  had  appealed  to 
le  Southern  Senators  before  him  who  sat  in  this  chamber 
3w,  as  four  years  ago,  to  say  whether  any  one  of  them 
id  dreamed  that  the  compromise  of  1850  abrogated  or  im- 
iired  the  Missouri  compromise ;  they  were  silent.  He  ad- 
red  them  to  say  whether  Clay  or  Webster,  or  either  one 
them,  had  so  intended  when  procuring  that  compromise ; 
d  these  fellow-members  were  silent  again.  Grant,  if  we 
ist,  that  one  Congress  cannot  bind  forever, — and,  if  that 
te  be  good,  the  later  compromise  was  no  more  sacred  then 
5  earlier  one, — yet  the  moral  force  of  the  Missouri  set- 
Qient  remained;  slavery  had  received  her  equivalent 
der  it  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  the  vacant  territo- 
8  now  organized  belonged  of  right  to  freedom.  Retro- 
tion,  in  fine,  has  no  part  in  settluig  domestic  more  than 
•eign  controversies  of  such  a  character.  In  either  case, 
seek,  not  symmetry,  but  what  the  existing  exigency  re- 
ires.  The  settlement  composes  the  matters  of  strife  which 
i  brought  expressly  into  it;  immediate  convenience  and 
cessity  are  its  object ;  it  seeks  to  close  new  wounds,  hot 
reopen  old  ones.  As  well  go  back  to  readjust  the  north- 
it  boundary  with  Great  Britain,  after  concluding  the 
egon  frontier,  because  the  principle  of  the  later  treaty 
8  a  different  one,  as  to  unsettle  the  terntorial  status  of 
f  Louisiana  purchase,  once  solemnly  prescribed,  for  the 
^e  of  making  it  harmonize  in  principle  with  that  which 
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was  set  upon  the  domain  we  conquered  afterwards  from  lC^^:s- 

ico.* 

The  convenient  logic  of  non-intervention  in  the  terr  1  txy 
ries  must  have  been  peculiarly  captivating  to  Northern  P:K-<es- 
idential  aspirants  of  the  era  who  wished  to  face  in  two  di- 
rections. Nothing  was  ever  heard  of  this  new  dogma,  €:.liat 
Congress  had  no  power  to  exclude  slavery  from  national  ^^jer- 
ritory  until  Cass's  Nicholson  letter  of  1847,t  &ncl  he,  f»er- 
haps,  was  the  original  inventor  of  "  squatter  sovereign^fcij,'' 
rather  than  Douglas.  It  never  pleased  the  North,  nor  did 
it  suit  the  South  but  temporarily.  Slaveholders  in  the  ]>~^«8- 
ent  Congress  had  honor  sufficient  to  refrain  from  tnl  ■■in(r 
strongly  the  initiative.  Davis,  whatever  his  malign  iM=^iln- 
ence,  kept  out  of  view ;  Dixon,  Badger,  Toombs,  and  l^Bat- 
ler  abetted  rather  than  led  off  boldly.  Slaveholding  n^  «n)- 
bers,  especially  when  the  debate  began,  were  disposed  t^E=)1^ 
passive  and  accept  the  gift  of  the  gods ;  they  did  not  ^^ish 
to  repudiate  the  Missouri  settlement  without  Northern  i^ci^od- 
currence.  But  when  one  Northern  Senator  put  the  sa^^^^ 
upon  this  new  dogma,  and  another  the  bridle,  while  a  No^  ^^' 
em  President  obsequiously  offered  the  stirrup,  Soutifc^^™ 
chivalry  acted  by  its  instincts  when  it  bestrode  the  stee^cr3  to 
ride  it.  And  even  Stephens,  when,  at  the  last  critical  sCi^-flg^ 
in  the  House,  he  took  the  reins  and  applied  whip  and  ^  y^ 
to  drive  the  bill  exultingly  through,  showed  his  temper  a^-^^r 
it  was  time  to  take  confidence.  J  The  Southerner  of  ^^ 
age  was  an  out-of-doors  rider,  full-blooded  and  mettleso :^^^» 
a  fine  horseman  in  politics,  and,  with  his  genial  self-cc^^^* 


•  A  lesser  objection  to  the  Missouri  repeal,  upon  which  conserrati '*'®*' 
like  Bell,  Everett,  and  Houston  dwelt  in  debate,  was  the  infringeii*^"* 
upon  Indian  riglits  which  followed  in  consequence. 

t  Supra,  p.  98. 

X  For  moderate  Southern  sentiment  on  this  question,  see  2  Colem^**  * 
Crittenden  (1854),  pa,mm.  The  general  idea  of  Congressional  non-in'^^*^ 
vention  as  to  slavery  the  South  had  already  favored,  so  far  aa  future  *^I 
quisitions  of  territory  might  be  affected.  Calhoun,  in  184S,  annoua^^^^^^ 
the  doctrine  in  a  speech  upon  the  Oregon  bill ;  and  it  became,  as  we  b^'^^^ 
seen,  the  basis  of  the  adjustment  of  1850,  with  reference  to  Utah  and  i^^ 
^ezico. 
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^euce  and  profuse  hospitalities,  knew  how  to  bend  Northern 
^eo  to  his  purpose. 

Naturally  enough,  a  Congress  torn  by  so  terrible  a  con- 
troversy had  little  thought  to  bestow  upon  other  subjects.  A 
bill  which  promised  a  homestead  from  the  public 
laods  to  every  actual  settler  and  cultivator  was,  "«'*■*• 
after  much  shifting  between  the  two  Houses,  pared  down 
in  principle  to  a  mere  graduation  of  price  where  lands  had 
remained  long  in  market.*  Homestead  laws  we  shall  see 
becoming  quite  obnoxious  to  the  South,  because  they  favored 
free  labor  in  the  struggling  territories.  The  new  President 
took  Jacksonian  ground  against  internal  improvements; 
and  a  bill  appropriating  money  to  repair,  complete,  and  pre- 
serve public  works,  begun  under  his  predecessor,  was  returned 
with  his  veto,  though  blended  with  other  provisions  to 
which  he  had  no  objection. f  A  joint  resolution  approved 
of  Captain  Ingraham's  rescue  of  Koszta  in  the  Bay  of 
Smyrna.     The  two  Houses  adjourned  on  the  7tli  of  August. 

Among  the  minor  topics  for  debate  had  been  a  proposal 
to  pension  the  widow  of  a  man  who  was  killed  in  May 
while  assisting  the  United  States  marshal  in  Boston  to  re- 
capture a  fugitive  slave.  Seward  and  Sumner  made  a  mi- 
nority report  in  the  Senate  against  recognizing  any  such 
services  as  meritonous  in  their  character ;  but  the  pension 
was  embodied  in  an  a^jpropdation  bill,  and  granted. 

This  fatal  casualty  had  occurred  in  Massachusetts, — that 
State,  of  the  whole  Union,  where  the  enforcement  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  act  was  most  detested.  As  summer  ap- 
proached, arrests  were  made  in  various  Northern 
cities, — New  York  and  Syracuse  for  instance, — and  while 
popular  excitement  over  the  Kansas-Nebraska  infamy  ap- 
proached its  culmination ;  l>ut  nowliere  was  the  excitement 
produced  so  great  as  in  sedate  Boston.  The  New  England 
mind  scorns  an  unrighteous  action,  even  when  statute  law 
permits  of  it.     Anthony  Bums,  a  runaway  from  Virginia,  be- 

*  Act  August  4,  1854,  c.  244. 
t  Ckmgreasional  Globe,  Aognat  5, 1854. 
VOL.  v.— 19 
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trayed  his  new  home  and  hiding-place  in  a  letter  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  master  class  in  that  State,  and 
was  communicated  to  a  slave  hunter.  The  hunter  came  to 
Boston,  tried  to  persuade  Burns  to  return  peaceably,  and  find- 
ing he  would  not  be  coaxed  back  to  bondage,  brought  the 
process  of  law  to  bear  upon  him  by  a  well-laid  plan. 

It  was  Boston  anniversary-week  when  Bums's  arrest  and 
May 24-  arraignment  took   place;    thousands  of  the  mral 

June  2.  clergy  aud  laity  were  in  attendance  upon  the  vari- 
ous meetings ;  and  an  obscure  negro,  of  whom  the  Boston 
agitators  had  never  heard  before,  roused  humane  sentiment 
to  the  deepest  demonstration.  On  the  side  of  the  law  were 
soon  arrayed  writs,  lawyers,  the  sl&ve  commissioners,  bay- 
onets, cannon,  and  a  United  States  vessel ;  on  that  of  liberty, 
Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Boston  pulpit.  A  riot  broke  out  in  the 
night  following  this  arrest,  to  quell  which  a  company  of  ma- 
rines had  to  be  called  from  the  Charlestown  navy  yard,  and  a 
detachment  of  State  militia  besides.  An  overflowing  crowd 
filled  ''the  cradle  of  liberty,"  where  inflammatory  speeches 
were  made  by  Wendell  Pliillips  and  Theodore  Parker.  The 
latter,  in  a  Sunday  sermon,  preached  presently  the  gospel  of 
resistance.  For  a  week  the  Puritan  city  was  distracted  be- 
tween the  duty  of  submission  to  rulers  and  Federal  law  and 
the  wish  to  drive  slave  hunters  from  the  soil  of  Massachu- 
setts. The  granite  court-house,  within  a  few  rods  of  where 
the  humble  victim  had  ])een  arrested  about  sundown  and 
carried  bodily  into  its  waiting  walls,  was  beleaguered  as 
though  an  emperor  were  confined  there.  A  night  rescue, 
attempted  too  rashly,  failed  for  want  of  numbers. 

Meanwhile  Commissioner  Edward  G.  Loring,  who  held 
in  addition  the  State  office  of  county  judge  of  probate,  con- 
ducted his  hearing  with  all  the  decorum  and  prolixity  that 
so  simple  a  statutt^  case  admitted.  The  trial  was  pro- 
longed into  a  new  week,  soldiers  :ind  a  *'  marshal's  guard  ** 
of  armed  ruffians  taking  for  this  pnltry  business  possession 
of  a  court-house,  which  belonged  rather  to  the  most 
solemn  judicial  courts  of  the  St.ite.  On  the  2d  of 
June,  Loring  decided  that   Burns  was  a  fugitive  and  must 
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be  Bcnt  back  to  slavery.  People  were  restrained  by  this 
time  from  rash  resistance ;  but  the  feeling  was  deep  and 
intense  in  this  city,  in  the  State,  and  throughout  all  New 
England.  Since  the  rendition  of  Sims  here,  three  years  be- 
fore, a  great  change  had  come  over  the  political  feeling  of  the 
State  where  Webster  once  dominated,  and  liis  compromise  was 
felt  aheady  a  failure.  Stores  were  closed  and  festooned  in 
black,  bells  tolled,  and  indignant  citizens  with  suppressed 
emotions  swelled  the  crowd  on  State  street,  across  which 
had  been  suspended  a  huge  coffin,  and  flags  with  Union 
down.  The  vile  procession  moved,  with  a  field-piece  in 
front,  and  the  poor  black  was  escorted  with  military  pomp 
from  the  gloomy  precincts  of  Court  square  to  Long  wharf, 
where  he  was  put  on  board  a  steamer  and  started  on  the 
voyage  to  Norfolk.  "  Shame !  shame !  "  and  hisses  went 
up  from  the  crowd  as  the  soldiei-y  made  its  brief  march.* 

This  was  the  last  slave  ever  carried  oflP  from  Boston  soil, 
and  Massachusetts  was  soon  occupied,  with  other  Northern 
States,  in  framing  personal-liberty  bills,  whose  object  was 
to  obstruct  fugitive-slave  process  by  every  available  means 
not  plainly  unconstitutional.      And  the  movement  in  this 
<^mmonwealth  gained  constant  headway  to  force  the  ob- 
noxious Loring  out  of  his  probate  judgeship  by  address  to  the 
^^ifllatnre.     He  had  not  dealt  with  tbis  case  dishonorably ; 
'^^t^  by  holding  two  such  commissions  of  the  judicial  sort, 
■*^e  undertook   to   serve   two    masters,    and   Massachusetts 
^Oold  not  tolerate  the  idea  that  any  one  holding  an  office  of 
'^^nor  or  emolument  under  her  should  earn  the  blood-money 
^^  slave  hunters. 

foreign  relations  deserve  some  brief  attention.    In  Mexico, 

^nta  Anna    was    once   more   President, — that   citizen   of 

^"^^sissitudes,  whose   wondrous  energy  kept  the  plucked  re- 

^^^  Newspapers  of  the  day;  1  Adams's  R.  H.  Dana,  c.  14.  The  master 
^^  >rhoin  Bums  was  surrendered  treated  him  not  unkindly,  having  once 
^^*^ijied  the  point  which  he  ha<l  in  view,  by  vindicating  his  rights  under 
*^^»  Federal  law.  Burns's  freedom  was  presently  purchased,  and  he  re- 
^^^^*iDed  to  the  North  once  more. 
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public  in  those  years  from  lapsing  into  anarchy.     To  lum 

Gadsden,  our  newly  appointed  minister,  had  pre- 
AiSast    s®*^^®^  ^is  credentials,  with  assurauce  of  friend  Jy 

feelings  which  the  Mexican  President  reeipino- 
cated.  Troubles,  however,  had  already  broken  out  a|M:»n 
the  frontier  line  marked  by  the  Guadalupe-Hidalgo  treat^^* 
Indians  here  pursued  their  atrocities;  and,  in  the  nei^^' 
borhood  of  El  Paso,  an  armed  conflict  had  lately  tak^n 
place  between  Americans  and  Mexicans,  who  accused  o^^® 
another  of  cattle-stealing.  Having  in  view  a  route,  whic^^ 
some  of  our  citizens  projected,  for  running  a  Pacific  nM^ 

way  through  the  valley  of  the  Gila,  Gadsden,  »-^ 

*  December,   concluded   with   Santa   Anna  a  tiea^^ 

which  proposed  a  new  and  more  southerly  boundary.     Pttfl^^' 

dent  Pierce  transmitted  this  treaty  to  the  Senat^^i 
April,    and  in  April  it  was  ratified  with  amendments  bj       * 

dose  vote.     The  extent  of  territory  to  be  thus  a^o 

quired,  which  embraced  originally  an  immense  tract  of  abo«^^t 

thirty-nine    million    acres   in   Chihuahua   and    Sonora,  w^sas 

cut  down  one  half,  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  Mexico  w^aj 

reduced   from   twenty  to  ten  million  dollars.     Mexico  ha.'^- 

ing   accepted   these    modifications,    the    treaty    was    finally 

ratified  and  proclainjed  on  the  30th  of  June.    By 

Juno  :k).    ,  *    ,  .  .  .  .  .     ^ 

the  terms  of  this  new  cession,  various  provisions 

of  the  original  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  were  abro- 
gated;  and,  while  satisfaction  for  the  Garay  and  other 
private  claims  was  ignored,  the  Mexican  grant  of  1853  for 
a  railroad  route  aero^s  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  was  rec- 
ognized and  protected,  so  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  might  interpose  protection  on  its  own 
l)ehalf.*     Congress,    at   its    first  session,   appropriated  the 

*  10  U.  S.  Stats,  at    Lar^M,  lo:;i.     Some   scandal  of   bribery  attache*^ 
to  Gadiiden's    negotiations   witli   Santa    Anna.     Gadsden    guarded  tt** 
transaction   with   great   secrecy,    bringing   to    Washington    the  origir^^ 
treaty   in  person,  and   carrjing  it  bark  as   amended.     A   private  lett-^^ 
from  liim.  wliicli  soon  fonnd  its   way  into  print,  shows  that  he  felt  nm^"^ 
displ(?ased  witli   tb»*  alterations  ma«b'  in   liis  treaty,  which  he  had  on^.^--^^^ 
nally  intended  sliould  l)c  of  liberal  benelit  for  the  expansioo  of  the  Sou^^^ 
aud  her  social  institutiuus. 
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3Qoney  needful  for  this  purchase,  and  incorporated  the  new 
^uisition  for  the  time  being  with  the  territory  of  New 
Mexico.* 

The  Crimean  war,  involving  France  and  England  early 
ins  year,  quickened  the  impulse  of  the  more  ardent  among 
ur  slavery  expansionists  at  the  South  to  seize  sway  of  the 
eighboring  gulf  region  and  West  Indies.  ''  Let  us  get  this 
^on,"  was  the  argument  of  an  administration 
ress  in  South  Carolina,  "and  we  cannot  only,  if  *^' 
le  South  unite,  preserve  domestic  servitude,  but  we  can 
efy  the  power  of  the  world."  f  General  Quitman,  ardent 
ad  quixotic  to  the  end  of  his  life,  had,  in  1853,  visited  his 
ative  village  on  the  Hudson,  where  he  made  stirring  appeals 
>  the  simple  folk  to  preserve  "our  glorious  Union,"  by 
»pecting  the  "reserved  rights"  of  the  States;  at  the 
ame  time  that  the  secret  object  of  his  journey  thither 
iirough  large  Atlantic  cities  was  to  raise  funds  for 

new  .filibustering  enterprise  to  Cuba,  the  plan  he 
ad  never  ceased  to  cherish.  {  Filibustering  against  Lower 
lalifornia  and  Sonora  was  planned  at  San  Francisco  that 
ame  year  by  William  Walker,  another  visionary,  whose  aim 
ras  Southern  aggrandizement.  He  sailed  in  October  with 
is  expedition  down  the  Pacific  coast,  and  landed  at  I^  Paz 
n  the  4th  of  November,  where  he  made  the  Mexican  gov- 
mor  prisoner,  and  assumed  to  be  President  of  the  new 
lepublic,  proclaiming  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  California 
bat  rescue  from  evils  which  usurpers  habitually  profess  to 
itend  at  the  outset.     A  few  weeks  found  his  cru- 

1854 

ade  in  difficulties ;  the    expected   reinforcements 

ailed  to  arrive,  his   few    followers   deserted,   and   he  was 

orced  to  retreat  with  a  little  band  in  which  officers  far  out- 

lumbered  the  enlisted  men.     After  various  skirmishes  with 

Mexicans    and    devious   wanderings,    Walker,    in 

liay,  reached  the  State  line  of  California,  and  sur-        *^* 

endered  himself  and  his  command  to  a  detacliment  of  United 

*  Acts  June  29, 1854.  and  August  5,  1854. 
t  Southern  Standard,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
X  2  Claiborne's  Quitman,  193. 
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States  troops.    This  failure,  together  with  the  Gadsden 
tlement,  put  an  end  to  invasions  of  Mexican  territory  for  ' 
present ;  but  it  was  not  the  last  of  filibuster  Walker. 

Southern  expansionists  were  most  intent  at  this  time  ii| 
acquiring  Cuba.     They  did  not  realize  how  strong  a  ba 
of   opposing  sentiment  they  were   already  rearing    in 
Northern  States  by  their  courae  in  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bu 
ness.     England  and  France  (writes  Stephens  imperioosH 
have  set  their  heads  against  the  policy  of  that  island  1 
us ;  we  cannot  permit  them  to  go  on  ¥rith  their  policy  of  ] 
ing  it  with  Africans  ;  ''  we  must  and  will  have  it."  ♦ 
finding  the  President  vacillating  and  perplexed  upon 

subject,  the  Georgian  was  soon  disgusted ;  he  <^Kl<i 
not  believe  the  administration  intended  to  do  ni^  ^ 
thing  favoring  Cuban  acquisition,  and  he  doubted  if  it  had  ^^Okxe 
nerve  to  take  the  indispensable  steps  for  accomplishment.~"V 

The  new  President,  indeed,  was  personally  well-diBpoL»i  cd 
to  the  cherished  cause  of  Southern  expansion ;  his  repeafc>^^ 
utterances  in  public  evinced  such  a  disposition,  and  fcJ^« 
Gadsden  treaty  was  a  first,  and  not  the  only  proof,  he  g^^vc 
of  his  favor.  But  he  bad  not  the  audacious  cunning  o:^  * 
Jackson,  wlio  had  facilitated  the  Texan  spoliation  wt»-i^^ 
professing  to  look  on  as  an  impartial  spectator.  Kans^^  ^' 
Nebraska,  too,  was  a  heavy  and  an  unexpected  load  in  J:»i* 
panniers  as  he  crouched,  like  an  Issachar,  between  V^^^ 
burdens.  Marcy  and  the  old-school  Democracy  kept  f  orei^  ^ 
affairs  from  extravagance.  Upon  one  point,  therefore,  co^^" 
servatism  held  the  new  cabinet,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  thc^^'* 
impetuous  drivers  who  were  cracking  the  whips, — that  t:t*^ 
neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States  must  be  observed,  sLt^^ 
freebootery,  in  the  name  of  protection  to  free  institution^ » 
put  down.  Filibustering,  in  short,  must  be  coX-*  * 
j^^^^^jjj ducted,  if  at  all,  not  as  a  private,  but  a  public  ^x^*-' 
terprise.  Under  that  decision  was  issued  the  fir^^ 
proclamation  of  warning  against  any  unlawful  expediti<^^ 


•  Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  276-278. 
tibid. 
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Against  nations  with  which  we  were  at  peace;  referring 
^Specially  to  Walker's  invasion  of  Lower  California,  which 
"^as  certainly  in  the  way  of  the  Gadsden  negotiation.  And 
"Upon  deliberation  more  difficult  followed,  in  May, 
another  official  warning,  directed  this  time  against 
the  Quitman  expedition  which  was  then  fitting  out  for  the 
hivasion  of  Cuba. 

These  prudent  manifestoes  by  no  means  pleased  the  more 
ardent  friends  of  Southern  Democracy.     Gwin,  of  California, 
had  made  tart  comments  in  the  Senate  when  the  former  proc- 
lamation  was  published.*      Upon  the   appearance  of  the 
hitter  one,  dissent  was  bolder.     Mallory,  a  Senator 
from  Florida,  had  offered  a  resolution  a  fortnight 
previously,  protesting,  in  the  name  of  common  humanity, 
against  recent  acts  of  the  Spanish  government,  which  many 
apprehended  would  place  Cuba  in  control  of  its  negro  popu- 
lation.    A  difficulty  had  arisen,  too,  in  course  of  the  winter 
with  the  customs  officers  in  Cuba,  who  seized  and  confiscated 
cotton  on  board  an  American  steamer,  the  ''  Black  Warrior," 
which  touched  at  Havana  on  her  way  from  New  Orleans  to 
New  York,  because  her  manifest  certified  that  there  was  no 
cargo.     The  officers  of  the  port  were  peremptory ;  and  the 
captain,  when  they  refused  to  have  a  technical  error  corrected, 
hauled  down  the  national  colors,  and  surrendered  his  vessel 
also.     The  report  of  this  transaction  made  great  commotion 
in  this  country,  and  Quitman's  sympathizers  in  Congress, 
Slidell  and  others,  were  for  red-hot  retaliation, — they  asked 
to  have  the  neutrality  laws  suspended  at  once  against  the 
offending  country.     Spanish  relations  wore  a  menacing  aspect 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session.      Soule,  our  minister  at 
Madrid,  was  instructed  to  demand  prompt  reparation.     On 
the  Ist  of  August  the  President,  in  response  to  a 
resolution  of  inquiry,  summed  up  the  situation  in  a     ^^  ' 
message  censorious  of  Spain.     Instead  of  promising  indem- 
nity for  the  "  Black  Warrior,"  she  had  defended  the  seizure, 
tlius  adopting  the  action  of  the  Cuban  authorities  as  her  own. 

*  Congressional  Globe,  January  19. 
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We,  meantdme,  had  enjoined  all  private  invasions  of  Cuba ; 
and  it  rested  with  Congress  to  take  provisional  measures  to 
insure  the  observance  of  American  rights  and  interests. 
Upon  this  hint  the  foreign  relations  committeie  of  the  Senate 
reported  that  nothing  would  satisfy  the  United  States  but 
full  redress  from  Spain,  with  guarantees  for  the  future; 
but,  as  the  time  of  adjournment  was  near,  the  whole  mat- 
ter might  be  left  with  the  Executive  until  Congress  met 
again.* 

The  administration  had  meantime  given  earnest  of  its  pur- 
pose to  put  down  private  filibustering,  by  recourse  to  the 
machinery  of  the  Federal  courts.     Quitman,  with  other  chief 
promoters  of  the  Cuban  enterprise,  was  summoned 
at  New  Orleans  to  give  penal  recognizance  to  obey 
the  neutrality  laws.     Failing  to  do  this,  he  was  arrested,  but 
finally  complied.      Quitman's  private  letters  still  broached 
the  idea  of  slavery  expansion  which  dominated  his 
^^  *  thoughts.      ''The  great  question  of  our  age    and 
generation,"  lie  wrote,  in  '*  whether  American  or  European 
policy  shall  prevail  in  this  continent.     Of  this  gi*eat  question, 
Cuba  is  the  battle-ground  for  its  solution."     Europe,  lie  be- 
lieved, was  trying  to  emancipate  the  slaves  of  that  island; 
to  erect  there  an  insular  empire,  negro  or  mongrel;   and,  for 
that  very  reason,  we  ought  to  encourage  Cuban  revolution. 
"Our  destiny  is  intertwined  with  tliat  of  Cuba.     If  slave 
institutions  perish  there,  tliey  will  perish  here.     Thus  inter- 
ested, we  must  act.      Our  government,  already  distracted 
with  the  slavery  question,  cannot  or  will  not  aet.     We  must 
do  it  as  individuals."  t 

The  consummation  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  plot,  which  a 
few  aujbitious  leaders  had  concocted,  sliook  the  free  States 
once  more  to  their  centres  with  just  indignation.  Slavery 
was  at  length  disclosed  as  an  aggressive  force  bent  upon 
dominating  the  policy  of  th(^  American  continent.  Thou- 
sands of  fair-minded  citizens,  who  had  been  incredulous,  were 

*  Congressional  Globe. 
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it  conyinoed  that  mere  abstinence  from  agitation  and 
meddling  would  neither  save  the  Union  nor  satisfy  the 
lemers.  Northern  Whigs,  not  too  abject  to  value  their 
i  self-respect,  felt  that  they  had  compromised  enough, 
nore  than  enough ;  that  pious  preaching  and  cowardly 
ition  would  make  us,  if  we  went  on  thus,  a  nation  of 
crites.  Without  the  help  of  Southern  Whigs,  their  late 
associates, — men  like  Pearce,  Badger,  Jones,  Toombs, 
lumed  Stephens  and  the  faltering  Clayton, — that  treach- 
I  bill  would  never  have  passed.  ''  Repudiate  such  fra- 
fcy,"  was  the  cry ;  "  throw  old  party  considerations  to 
inds,  and  appeal  to  the  honest  people  of  the  free  States, 
mt  distinction  of  politics."  And  calling  God  to  wit- 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  the  better  remnant  of  the 
liem  Whigs  fled  from  the  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  where 
compacts  were  smoking  in  the  flames.  Anti-slavery 
3crats,  Free  Soilers,  all  who  would  unite  with  them  to 
the  Dagon  of  slave  aggrandizement  under  the  shield  and 
er  of  the  Constitution,  were  brothers.  No  matter  that 
were  scrupulous  of  consequences,  while  others  hoped  in 
to  make  the  universe  free;  their  common  political 
id  was  loyal  and  legitimate  resistance  to  slavery  exten- 
into  free  national  territory.  All  opponents  of  slave 
sion  might  meet  on  this  common  platform. 
e  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  became  thus  the 
t  grievance  on  which  Northern  opposition  now  united. 
lern  newspapers  paraded  in  heavy  type  the  men  of  their 
►n  who  voted  for  that  repeal  in  Congress,  as  a  list  of 
ly.  Other  surrounding  incidents  intensified  this  feel- 
the  marauding  enterprises  for  Southern  annexation, 
I  alarmed  the  more  because  so  little  was  known  of  their 
rigin ;  the  surrender  of  Anthony  Burns,  and  other  late 
t»  under  the  fugitive-slave  act ;  the  shooting  of  a  school- 
er in  Kentucky  by  a  high  mettled  son  of  chivalry,  whom 
f  acquitted  for  the  offense ;  and  the  offensive  expres- 
which  Southern  gentlemen  began  to  use  very  freely,  to 
iss  their  disdain  of  the  common  people  and  of  all  who 
I  by  their  own  sweat.     In  the  half -enslaved  State  of 
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Indiana,  where  a  party  revolt  was  impending,  Je85< 
Bright,  of  the  Senate,  presided  over  the  Democ 
'  'convention,  and  procured  the  passage  of  a 
olution  which  pledged  support  to  the  Nebraska  bill ;  bat 
day  the  free  Democrats  of  the  State,  meeting  at  Indianap 
denounced  the  bill  as  an  insult,  a  wanton  violation  of  plig 
faith,  a  cold-blooded  conspiracy  against  humanity  and 
publicanism,  and  a  crime  against  God.  Among  the  u 
bers  conspicuous  in  this  latter  convention  was  George 
Julian,  who  took  his  place  among  pioneer  polii 
reformers.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  Nebn 
bill  members  of  Congress  who  were  opposed  to  it  issue 
protest  over  their  signatures,  setting  strongly  forth  the 
sons  of  their  opposition.*  By  this  enactment,  they  contu 
the  free  States  '^  have  lost  all  guarantee  for  freedom  in 
Territories  contained  in  former  compromises ;  while  all 
States,  both  slave  and  free,  have  lost  the  guarantees  of 
mony  and  union  which  those  compromises  afforded."  . 
they  further  affirm  that  this  measure  looks  to  the  wider 
tension  of  slavery  in  the  future, — to  the  annexation  of  ( 
and  portions  of  Mexico,  at  any  cost,  whether  of  mone 
blood  ;  to  warlike  co-operation  with  Russia  against  Engl 
France,  and  Spain ;  to  an  alliance  with  Brazil  in  exteo 
slavery  into  the  valley  of  the  Amazon ;  and  finally,  to 
withdrawal  of  the  slaveholding  States  from  the  Union, 
the  establishment  of  a  separate  empire  in  the  central  re^ 
of  the  continent. 

In  the  Senate  this  latter  address  was  severely  criti< 
by  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  *'  I  have  never  seen,"  he  decL 
**  a  production  which  contains  in  so  few  words  so  mud 
tion  and  pure  imagination."  And  claiming  that  the 
would  have  passed  Congress  had  no  Southern  Senator  i 
for  it,  he  turned  upon  those  signers  of  the  address  who 
presented  petitions  for  abolishing  the  fugitive-slave 
which  he  said  was  equivalent  to  petitioning  for  the  d 
lution  of  the  Union,  since  it  could  not  be  preserved  f 

•  This  address  was  written  by  Seward.    Seward  MSS. 
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<Uy  after  the  repeal  of  that  law.  Sumner  replied  with  spirit 
that  if  the  Union  could  not  exist  after  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive-slaYe  law,  it  ought  to  come  to  an  end  ;  and  when 
asked  if  he  would  return  a  fugitive,  asked  :  '^  Is  thy  servant 
a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing?"  Butler  and  Pettit 
next  arraigned  the  Massachusetts  senator  severely  for  re- 
pudiating the  oath  he  had  taken  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  "I  swore  to  support  that  Constitu- 
tion as  I  understood  it,"  was  Sumner's  response,  ^^  and  not 
as  it  was  understood  by  others."  * 

The  project  for  fusing  men  of  all  the  old  parties  who 
were  opposed  to  slavery  extension  into  a  new  or  anti-Ne- 
braska party  developed  rapidly  at  the  North.  Free  Soilere, 
old  line  Whigs,  Wilmot-Proviso  Democrats,  men  at  the 
antipodes  of  sentiment,  so  far  as  the  cause  of  practical  eman- 
cipation was  concerned,  came  into  concert.  But  the  proc- 
ess was  of  necessity  gradual  and  tentative;  affairs  were 
not  yet  ripe  for  national  concert ;  and  the  States  and  Con- 
gressional districts  were  this  year  the  proper  places  for 
activity.  By  the  4th  of  July  Union  State  Conventions  had 
been  called  in  Vermont,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Wis- 
<^nsin,  irrespective  of  former  party  affiliations.  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  moved  also  in  remonstrance, — Galusha  A. 
Grow  and  David  WUmot,  in  the  latter  State,  being  among 
^e  earliest  to  lead  in  such  demonstration.  Michigan,  at  an 
anti-Nebraska  convention  held  in  Detroit  on  the  sixth  day 
of  July,  first  christened  this  anti-Nebraska  fusion  by  the 
party  name  of  ^'  Republican,"  and  in  similar  Ohio 
and  Wisconsin  conventions,  one  week  later,  that 
^me  name  was  adopted.  But  in  New  York  and  various 
other  free  States,  the  elements  did  not  combine  so  spontane- 
ously.  A  convention  of  delegates,  representing  men  in  the 
Empire  State  of  all  parties  who  were  opposed  to  the  Mis- 
souri repeal,  met  at  Saratoga  on  the  16th  of  August. 
John  A.  King,  Greeley,  and  Raymond  took  prom-  "^^  * 
^ent  part  in  it.     No  State  ticket  was  nominated ;  but  the 

*  Congressional  Globe. 
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conyention  adjoamed  until  September.  The  Whigs,  tl*^^ 
month,  at  Syracuse,  with  a  similar  platform,  no:»3D- 
inated  for  governor  Myron  H.  Clark;  wherenp^^n 
the  anti-Nebraska  conyention,  upon  reassembling,  adopt^«^sd 
that  ticket,  as  did  also  on  the  following  day  the  State  tes=Hi- 
perance  conyention.  Both  of  these  latter  conventions  i»'^  w« 
held  at  Auburu,  the  home  of  Seward.  "Which  couvent:i«=:»a 
shall  I  attend?  "  asked  an  anti-Nebraska  delegate  of  the  sexm  ^• 
tor.  "  It  makes  little  difference,"  was  the  reply ;  **  you  ^go 
in  at  two  doors,  and  come  out  of  one.*'  * 


In  tracing  the  growth  and  influence  of  national  partt^^^) 
we  must  now  take  cognizance  of  the  Native  Americaci.  <^r 
Know-Nothing  organization.  This  was  a  sort  of  exh&l^- 
tion,  arising  from  the  decay  of  old  parties  and  putrid  d.^- 
tional  issues ;  it  served  as  a  brief  phenomenon  of  the  ticzm^ 
and  then  passed  off.  Like  anti-Masonry,  its  soap-bul:>l>^® 
burst  in  the  effort  to  blow  up  to  tlie  size  of  a  Presiden'fc*^ 
factor.  But  some  such  political  diversion  suited  qi:ai*^® 
tolerably  the  mood  of  that  huge  fraction  of  the  people,  \o^^^ 
but  disaffected  on  the  usual  issues,  who  felt  just  now  poli^*" 
cal  orphiinage.  During  that  twelvemonth  of  delusive  barmen '^  J 
which  was  broken  so  rudely  by  the  discord  of  the  Kan&^^*^" 
Nebraska  strife,  defeated  Whigs  and  independent  Democr^*^ 
plunged  thoughtlessly  by  the  thousands  into  this  new  ^^^' 
citement  of  Native  Americanism,  and  were  led  on  eventu».J^3' 
step  by  step  until  they  found  thcimselves  sworn  membcr»  ^^ 
a  dark-lantern  order,  the  opposite  of  anti-Masonry.  T^^^ 
order  was  a  secret  one,t  popularly  called  *'  Know-Nothing^ -» 
because  its  members,  when  questioned  as  to  its  methcH^*^ 
and  principles,  were  sworn  to  profess  their  entire  ignoranc?^^  * 
Abuses  in  the  administration  of  large  cities  more  especiaX^^ 
they  proposed  to  rectify  by  excluding  foreigners  from  offio^  ' 
They  revived  the  bitter  spirit  of  intolerance  against  tt^^ 
Roman   Catholic  Church, — such    as    ten   years   before    li^^ 

♦  Seward  MSS.  ^ 

t  The  true  name  of  the  order  (understood  to  be  *'  Sous  of  *76  ")  waa  f>^^-^ 
revealed  until  one  was  admitted  to  tlie  higher  degrees. 
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Q  shown  in  the  riots  of  Charlestown  and  Philadelphia, — 

representing  it  as  foreign,  the  handmaid  of  popular  igno- 

»,  and  bent  on  chaining  America  to  the  throne  of  the 

lean. 

edini,  a  nuncio  of  the  Pope,  sent  to  the  United  States  on 

e  religious  embassy,  was  nearly  mobbed  at  Cincinnati, 

had  to  conceal  himself  in  various  places,  until  the  chance 

found  to  embark  for  home  from  the  port  of 
r  York.  Catholic  churches,  the  ecclesiastical  Decem{)er- 
les  of  this  new  world,  were  assaulted  every  i^owj^ovemtwr 
then  by  some  crowd  of  Bible  bigots,  helped  on 
he  brawny  friends  of  free  fight, — at  one  place  inflamed 
he  trumpeting  harangues  of  a  street  preacher  who  styled 
self  the  Angel  Gabriel;  at  another  by  the  report  of 
stly  liberties  taken  with  a  young  girl  at  confessional; 
once  again  by  the  published  revelations  of  some  con- 
ed Jesuit  or  escaped  nun,  who  painted  the  ^'  great  red 
jon  "  in  the  most  flaming  colors.  These  were  days  of 
ething  like  a  Protestant  fanaticism.  Cathedrals  had  to 
)arricaded  on  election  day,  and  the  military  called  out 
eep  an  excited  mob,  which  had  robbed  a  church  of  its 
kL  cross,  from  proceeding  to  fire  and  pillage. 
rue,  there  existed  some  provocation  to  this  spirit  in  many 
or  centres  of  population,  and  in  New  York  city  most  of 

Irish  immigrants,  the  great  body  of  our  Roman  Cath- 
worshippers,  were  often  clannisli,  misguided,  prone  to 
mce,  dominated  rather  than  induced  by  their  priesthood 
a  corrupt  Democracy.  With  many  such  voters,  to  be 
xalized  was  like  a  shee()-washing.     Irish  bands  on  elec- 

day  prowled  along  the  dirtiest  of  New  York  streets, 
3d  with  clubs,  and  ready  to  provoke  a  fight  as  to  defend 
iselves.  Yet  the  tide  of  immigration  gained  constantly 
erman  and  liberal  elements,  whose  religious  and  political 
was  very  different.  These,  like  the  Irish,  were  repelled 
he  enmity  of  the  new  order.  Then,  too,  the  secret  ex- 
iveness  of  this  new  party  was  an  insuperable  barrier  to 
lence.  Roman  Catholic  Irishmen  were  not  impervious  to 
cross-light  of  free  ideas,  though  imported  with  precon- 
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ceptions  bo  one-sided.     ''  There  should  be  no  secret  oi; 
izations  in  a  republic,"  it  has  been  truly  said,  '^  where  ev^^ry 
man  ought  to  have  his  principles  written  on  his  forehead,  "^^^  • 
Native  Americanism,  like  Tammany  itself,  its  arch-enencii^y, 
concentred  its  aims  originally  upon  winning  local  and  moi^. zde- 
ipal  victories.     Born  of  the  civic  contests  of  Fhiladelp^bnia 
and  New  York  in  1843,  this  new  order  was  in  1852  devi^B-ed 
and  started  under  broader  auspices  and  with  still  more  sul^  tie 
principles  of  political  action.     No  badges,  no  banners,  w^^re 
displayed;  its  meetings  were  held  as  privately  as  po88ib~^e; 
and  each  lodge  sent  delegates  to  a  ''  council,"  which      .at- 
tended to  political  nominations.     The  earlier  plan  was        to 
select  men  already  put  forward  on  the  regular  tickets,  amjod 
vote   for  them  without  public  announcement.     Next  tfti^ej 
proceeded  to  nominate  tickets  of  their  own,  exhibiting  a»-  till 
greater  local  strength ;  as  in  Philadelphia,  for  instance^    ^ 
Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.     ■=3at 
this  favoring  year  tlie  order  spread  out  its  drill  ^^nd 


resources  to  capture  States  and  project  national  victorS-*^. 
Its  notable  successes  were  in  Massachusetts  and  Delawa«-^re> 
two  States  which  in  earlier  years  had  adhered  most  stron  ^^y 
to  John  Adams  and  the  fourteen  years*  naturalization  act>  ^^ 
the  ultra- Federalists,  against  Jefferson  and  generosity,  t^he 
Massachusetts  Whigs,  this  fall,  renominated  Washburn  ^^^ 
Governor,  recording  their  remonsti'ance  against  the  re{>^^ 
of  the  Missouri  compromise.  But  the  grudge  of  the  F:^^^ 
Soilers  to  the  gentlemen's  party  in  this  State  was  insuperatrl^  ' 
coalitions  for  power  were  by  this  time  the  breath  of  nat»^^ 
to  them,  and  they  fused  largely  this  year  with  the  Kno^^' 
Nothings.  Washburn,  withal,  had  offended  by  allows ^8 
Bums  to  be  carried  back  to  slavery.  As  a  consequea^^^' 
Henry  J.  Gardner,  the  candidate  of  the  Native  America.^^®' 
and  a  man  whose  family  could  hold  up  its  head  ^^ 
Beacon  Hill,  was  borne  into  the  executive  chair  ^5 
a  tidal  wave, — more  than  fifty  thousand  majority  behind  ^**  , 
back,  and  a  legislature  Know-Nothing  almost  by  default,  tJ** 
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wnamXi'dTj  of  politics.'  In  Delaware,  a  very  different  sort  of 
S'kate,  the  VThigs  disbanded,  and  merged  themselves  boldly 
Ixk  the  new  organization  under  the  marshalship  of  kind  old 
Clayton,  whose  last  but  futile  effort  was  to  build  on  the 
ssnds  of  Native  Americanism  a  strong  sanctuary  from  all 
sectional  strife. 

In  the  same  amicable  and  fraternal  spirit,  did  tlie  grand 
CMDondl  of  this  secret  order,  meeting  at  Cincinnati,  resolve 
"tliat  Know-Nothings  should  be  neither  pro-slavery  nor  anti- 
alavery,  so  far  as  national  politics  were  concerned ;  and  cast- 
ing about  for  Presidential  standard-bearers  in  the  contest  to 
come,  their  talk  was  of  Millard  Fillmore,  Houston,  John 
BcU,  and  of  Clayton  himself.  Serving  indeed,  in  tlie  unex-\ 
pected  national  emergency  to  furnish  a  night's  shelter  or 
lialf-way  house  to  northern  Whigs  and  others  who  were  on 
their  way  to  a  free- territorial  combination,  and  yet  fastidious 
in  the  choice  of  company  and  timorous  about  geographical 
parties,  this  Native-American  party  was  of  far  more  perma- 
nent consequence  to  the  South.  No  party,  however  humane 
and  philanthropic  might  be  its  platform,  was  likely  to  gain  a 
tooting  in  any  slave  State,  which  breathed  the  slightest  hos- 
^ity  to  the  permanence  and  growth  of  slave  institutions. 
^or  National  men  and  conservatives,  consequently,  who  at 
^e  South  were  out  of  touch  with  the  administration,  this 
American  party,  as  we  shall  see,  proved  a  cohesive  force 
long  after  its  distinctive  creed  had  perished  in  contempt. 
It  Btood  for  Union.  And  Unionism  soon  signified  to  states- 
'nen  of  this  calibre  the  old-fashioned  Whig  compromising  dis- 
POBition,  which  neither  North  nor  South,  in  truth,  would  longer 
^lerate,  where  slavery  extension  was  concerned. 

In  New  York  State,  this  fall,  the  Know-Nothing  vote  fell 
*hort  of  anticipations.  The  Democrats,  too,  divided ;  and 
^tXHiBon,  the  discarded  collector,  ran  as  an  anti-Pierce  can- 
^*Wate  against  Seymour,  who  stood  for  re-election.  Fusion- 
*^tB  were  for  reform  on  the  liquor  as  well  as  the  Nebraska 
*^^e.  They  won  over  all  opponents,  and  Myron  H.  Clark, 
^«ir  candidate  (by  a  close  margin,  however),  was  chosen 
Sovemor.     In  Pennsylvania,  James  Pollock,  who  was  on  the 
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Whig  and  American  tickets,  defeated-  Bigler.  The  Nortb- 
western  States  were  swept  rather  by  the  anti-Nebraska  tor- 
nado, and  Donglas,  in  Chicago,  would  scarcely  be  listened 
to.  Throughout  the  eutire  range  of  States  where  free  labor 
was  respected,  the  Federal  administration,  this  fail,  lost 
heavily, — defeated  in  nearly  evei-y  State  by  the  union  of  ele- 
ments in  which,  on  the  whole,  opposition  to  the  MisBoari 
Compromise  repeal  and  slavery's  interior  march  was  upper- 
most. Political  seutiment  throughout  the  Union  was  in 
transition,  and  the  new  political  drift  was  inevitably  to  sec- 
tionalism, as  the  phrase  of  the  day  defined  it, — to  geograph- 
ical parties  for  or  against  making  slavery  motional.  * 

Congress  convened  in  final  session,  aware  of  election  re- 
sults which  would  unseat  many  of  the  present  members  and 
give  the  next  House  to  the  opposition.     But,  with 
December 4-the  majority,  to  retreat  or  advance  was  equally 
March 3    impossible.     Propositions  failed  alike  for  repeal- 
ing the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  or  fur  making  the 
fugitive-slave  measure  more  efficacious.     The  pulse  of  legis- 
lation beat  feebly ;   all  things  seemed  flat  and  stale.     One 
good  measure  reorganized  the  consular  and  diplomatic  service? 
pruning  down  fees  and  perquisites,  and  fixing  the  salaries  of 
foreign  ministers  according  to  their   several   grades;*  an* 
other  organized,  though  crudely,  a  board  or  court  of  claim* -1 
Appropriations  were  voted  ;   and,  at  the  earnest  request  ^^^ 
the  Secretary  of  War,  approved  by  the  President,  four  ne-^^ 
regiments  were  added  to  the  army.     Scott  was  brevetted     ^ 
lieutenant-general  for  eminent  services,  a  distinction  wbicrJ^ 
pleased  him  greatly.     There  were  vetoes  at  this  session  ^^^^ 
steamship  subsidies  and  the  French  spoliation  bill ;  and  sorc^^ 
measures  for  river,  harbor,  and  internal  improvements  failer- 
in  the  last  hours  for  want  of  the  President's  signature,    t 
a  special  message  Pierce  took  decided  ground  against  aidin  — ^ 
projects  of  internal  improvement  from  the  public  treasury. 

♦Act  March  1.  1856.  c.  i:i3. 
t  Act  February  ^4,  1855,  c.  122. 
I  Mewage  January  2, 1S55. 
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To  turn  once  more  to  the  foreign  situation.  The  Rus- 
sian war  went  vigorously  on ;  Sebastopol  was  invested  by 
(be  allies,  but  not  yet  taken.  Neutral  and  belligerent 
ights  during  this  war  were  of  immediate  interest  to 
Lmerican  commerce,  already  prosperous  and  promising  to 
xpand  immensely,  while  war  engaged  our  rivals.  Queen 
Victoria's  government  gave  prompt  adhesion  to  -g-. 
be  liberal  rule,  for  this  war,  that  free  ships  should  February- 
lake  free  goods, — a  rule  which  Marcy  wished  ^' 
light  be  unconditionally  sanctioned  by  both  France  and 
rreat  Britain,  so  as  to  go  forth  to  the  civilized  world  the 
ecognized  and  permanent  international  principle  for  all 
rars.  We  promised  on  our  part  to  observe  the  strictest 
eutrality  towards  each  of  the  belligerents.  Our  laws  al- 
eady  forbade,  as  against  powers  with  whom  we  were  at 
eace,  the  equipment  of  privateers  or  the  enlistment  of 
roops  within  our  jurisdiction;  and  tliese  laws  we  would 
trictly  enforce.  But  now,  in  various  conferences  with 
Buchanan  at  London,  Lord  Clarendon  broached  another 
proposition, — that  the  United  States  should  join  in  agreeing 
QDConditionally  to  abolish  privateering,  and  thus  establish 
another  great  principle  in  belligerent  rights.  To  this  Marcy 
refused  assent,  for  the  reason  that  in  ease  the  United  States 
3ver  went  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  whose  navy  was  ten 
imes  greater  than  our  own,  the  aimed  merchant  marine 
'ould  be  our  only  weapon  of  ad  vantage.  France  and 
reat  Britain  announced,  therefore,  that  the  rule,  "free 
lips  make  free  goods,"  was  their  concession  for  the  time 
iiiig,  but  not  as  a  permanent  international  right.  We  next 
Ol)osed  special  conventions  with  other  European  powers, 
a\)racing  the  rule  desired ;  and  so,  too,  that  neutral  prop- 
t*y, 'other  than  contrab»ind,  on  board  an  enemy's  vessel 
ould  not  be  confiscated.  Russia  acceded  to  these  doc- 
^nes,  and  a  convention  accordingly  was  concluded  which 
^<iged  Russia  and  the  United  States  to  observe  these 
*«3ciples,  not  only  as  between  themselves,  but  also  as  be- 
voL.  v.—ao 
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tween  themselves  and  all  other  nations  which  should  enter 
into  like  stipulations.* 

Commercial  reciprocity  was  arranged  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  early  in  the  course  of  the  Eastern 
war,  Marcy  and  Lord  Elgin  being  the  negotia- 
tors.f  It  opened  to  our  inhabitants  the  sea  fish- 
eries of  the  British  provinces,  enlarging  the  rights  accorded 
us  under  the  convention  of  1818;  it  gave  British  subjects 
in  return  the  right  to  participate  in  sea  fisheries,  except 
shell  fish,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  United  States  as 
far  southward  as  the  36th  d^ree  of  north  latitude;  it 
established  free  commerce  between  the  provinces  and  the 
United  States,  in  flour,  breadstuff s,  fruits,  fish,  animals, 
lumber,  and  a  variety  of  natural  products  of  the  respective 
countries  in  their  manufactured  state.  The  St.  Lawrence 
River  and  the  Canadian  canals  were  thrown  open  to  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  the  American  government,  in  return,  be- 
sides granting  entrance  to  Lake  Michigan,  undertook  to 
urge  the  States  to  admit  British  vessels  into  their  canals 
upon  reciprocal  terms.  J 

Pleasing  as  this  arrangement  was  to  the  United  States, 
no  progress  could  as  yet  be  made  towards  expelling  British 
influence  from  Central  America,  or  iu  gaining  th:it 
pre-emption  of  this  Western  continent  which  the 
perverted  scope  of  the  Monroe  Doctrine  was  in  those  days 
interpreted  to  mean.  England  and  France  yielded  only  to 
our  menace  in  that  respect  so  far  as  they  were  forced  to  yield. 
'*The  Monroe  Doctrine,'*  said  Lord  Clarendon  to  Buchanan, 
politely,  '*i8  merely  the  dictum  of  its  distinguished  au- 
thor ;  "  §  and  Spanish- American  republics  thought  no  better 
of  it.     Central  America  presented  the  aspect  of  internal 


♦  President's  Message,  December  4,  1854 ;  Ex.  Docs. ;  10  U.  8.  Stats,  at 
Large,  1105.  This  convention  with  Russia  was  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington, July  22,  1854,  and  proclaimed  on  the  1st  of  November  following. 

t  This  was  signed  at  Washington  on  the  5th  of  June,  and  promulgated 
in  September. 

I  10  U.  S.  Stats,  at  Large,  1089. 

§  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  132  (1854) . 
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ooi[^f adon  and  petty  warfare,  when  an  emigrating  party  pre- 
pajred,  under  Colonel  Kinney,  to  colonize  and  settle 
certain  portions  of  the  Mosquito  coast,  alleging 
title  under  a  grant  from  one  of  that  dusky  dynasty  which 
was  propped  up  by  the  British  protectorate.  The  govern- 
ment of  Nicaragua  protested  against  this  expedition  as  a 
hoBtile  invasion  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  contend- 
ing with  much  force  that  the  United  States  had  explicitly 
aad  repeatedly  denied  the  right  of  the  Mosquito  king  to  grant 
aay  soil  or  exercise  any  sovereignty  apon  the  Honduras 
coast  Our  Secretary  of  State  at  first  defended  the  expedi- 
tion, but  settled  soon  into  a  more  impartial  view.  Kinney 
had  claimed  that  his  colonizing  purpose  was  peaceful.  If 
this  be  so,  argued  Marcy,  and  his  followers  choose  to  abandon 
all  claim  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  and  submit 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  country,  this  government  will 
n<>t  interfere  with  the  expedition.  But  the  ministers  of  the 
Central  American  States  still  denied  that  Kinney  had  any 
genuine  grant  of  lands  within  their  dominions,  nor  did  our 
omx  government  acknowledge  the  Mosquito  king.* 

Upon  this  same  Mosquito  coast  the  little  town  of  San 
Jqi^h,  or  Greytown,   had  lately  been   bombarded 
n€L  destroyed  by  one  of   our  naval  vessels.     It 
▼as  a  base  and  bullying  exploit,  unworthy  of  a  dignified 
go^vemment.     This  town  quarrelled  with  a  transit  company 
▼Uch  had  made  a  preposterous  claim  of  damages.     In  May, 
18o^,  a  negro  was  shot  by  a  steamship  captain  in  the  vicinity, 
<Uicl    the  mayor  of  San  Juan  sent  an  oflficer  on  board  the 
BtesLmship  with  a  wan*ant  to  arrest  the  offender ;   but  the 
pa^oengers  resisted,  Borland,  minister  of  the  United  States 
to  Nicaragua,  taking  the  lead  in  disputing  the  mayor's  au- 
^^^nty.     When  Borland  afterwards  went  on  shore,  the  Grey- 
to^^n  ofllcials  tried  to  arrest  him,  and  during  the  street  fight 
whioh  ensued,  he  was  struck  in  the  face  with  a  bottle 
tl^^'own  by  some  unknown   person.      The   United 
States  ship  "  Cyane  "  was  despatched  to  the  place,  under  Com- 

*  Dipl.  Corr.,  January,  February,  1855. 


V 
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mander  Hollins,  and  on  the  11th  of  July  immediate  paym^^it 
was  demanded  of  the  transit  company's  extoitio]mtfk*^ 
claim,  coupled  with  ample  apology  for  the  insvaJt 


offered  to  Minister  Borland.     The  authorities  of  Greyto^ 
made  no  reply ;  and,  after  due  warning  the  next  day,  Coi 
mander  Hollins  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  proceeded      '^o 
open  his  guns  upon  the  town.     The  fire  from  the  ^^  Cyaim^    ** 
was  kept  up  at  intervals  until  the  middle  of  the  af  temooKa, 
when  a  party  was  sent  on  shore  to  set  the  houses  on  fi.v~^, 
and  complete  the  work  of  destruction.     Against  this  bozKi- 
bardment  Lieutenant  JoUey,  of  the  Biitish  ship  ^^  Bermudsa.^  " 
protested  in  vain,  his  strength  being  quite  too  inferior      ^o 
resist.     This  wanton  destruction  of  a  poor  little  town  wa.^     a 
piece  of  barbarism,  both  needless  and  outrageous ;  inflicfciKXg 
injury  because  injustice  was  withheld,  and  punishing  a  wbaole 
community  for  the  sins  of  individuals.     Our  administraClon 
tried  to  palliate  the  incident  as  a  trifling  one,  for  whicb     ^t 
was  not  to  blame;*  but  this  swaggering  contempt  of  bl^^^^k 
and  mixed  races  to  the  south  of  us,  as  of  people  who  mi^st 
submit  aud  not  parley,  was  a  phase  of  the  American  char^^^* 
ter  in  this  degenerate  age,  of  which  Grey  town's  bomba.i'^" 
ment  afforded  no  solitary  instance. 

In  vain  did  an  administration  deferential  to  SoutU^^*"^ 
wishes  surge  round  the  coveted  isle  of  Cuba.  Neitt^^^ 
buccaneering  nor  the  arts  of  skilful  diplomacy  could  wr^^^ 
from  the  Spanish  crown  that  most  precious  prize.  Piei"'^^ 
Soule,  whom  Pierce  had  sent  out  as  minister  to  Madrid' 
was  among  the  most  ardent  of  Southern  expansionie*^^* 
French  by  birth,  and  in  younger  years  a  French  prisoi^^^ 
of  State  and  a  refugee,  he  was  so  obnoxious  to  the  n^^ 
empire  that  Louis  Napoleon  would  not  allow  him  to  t^tf^l 
at  Paris  while  on  the  way  to  his  post.  Reaching  Madi*^^' 
he  eagerly  applied  every  art  of  menace  and  cr^- 
jolery  to  induce  Spain  to  cede  Cuba  to  the  Uni'*-'^^*^ 
States.      Following   his   instructions,  he   furthermore   f>^^'^ 


^  Message,  December,  1854,  aud  Ex.  Docs. 
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Bated  that  other  European  powers  onght  not  to  interfere 
U  the  transaction.  In  the  spring  of  1854  came 
rrom  Washington  a  demand  of  redress  for  the 
*' Black  Warrior"  injury,  following  which,  Sould,  in  April, 
iras  fully  empowered  to  treat  for  the  purchase  of  Cuba, 
rhe  grand  purpose,  now,  and  the  grand  emergency,  were 
o  prevent  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  that  island,  and 
he  importation  of  free  Africans.  This  last  secret  pressure 
loul^  applied  while  the  Northern  people  were  insing  in 
ngry  remonstrance  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
•romise. 

A  conference  was  next  called  of  our  ministers  to  £ng< 
ind,   France,  and    Spain,  for  the   purpose  of  concerting 
ction    to   aid   Soul^'s  negotiation.     Secretary  Marcy  had 
Quested  this;  and,    at  Ostend,    Buchanan,    Mason,    and 
\ovl6    assembled    on    October    10th,    transferring 
ieir   deliberations    to   Aix-la-Chapelle,    and   con- 
Quing  together  in  consultation  until  the  18th  of  the  month, 
ien   they   drew   up   their   official   report.     This  meeting, 
own  henceforth  in  history  as  the  Ostend  conference,  pro- 
led  a  bold  stroke  on  the  part  of  our  government,  in  ap- 
ent  ignorance   of  its   new   sectional   perplexities.     An 
lediate  and  earnest  effort,   they  reported,   ought  to  be 
le  to  purchase  Cuba  from  Spain  at  any  price  not  exceed- 
%  certain  maximum.*     Our  proposal  ought  to  be  open, 
c,  and  so  as  to  challenge  the  approbation  of  the  world, 
a  transfer   to   the  United  States,  they   represented, 
I  be  beneficial  to  Spain,  beneficial  to  all  the  commercial 
IS  of  Europe ;  and  what  with  her  own  oppression  and 
uiger  of  insurrectionary  troubles,  Spain,  unless   she 
jv'ould  be  quite  likely  to  lose  Cuba  and  the  price  as 
And  finall}',  supposing  a  price  shall  be  refused,  the 
n  will  remain,  whether  Cuba  in  the  hands  of  Spain 
t  endanger  our  internal  peace  and  the  existence  of 
on ;   and,  if  so,  we  should  be  justified  by  every  law, 
vnd  divine,  in   wresting  it  from  Spain  if  we  possess 

maximum  price  was  afterwards  indicated  at  $120,000,000. 
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tbe  poirar.*  Sadi  was  the  Oitond  mantfegtOi  iliiri|tn<nl. «» 
doubt  by  thetliree  who  signed  ittomake  aa  in^rasfoii  ifm 
tbe  Europeaii  natioiis  now  entangled  in  war  as  well  iw  flMir 
own  goyemment.  *  Should  Spain  be  drawn  into  lliat  war  cai 
the  side  of  tbe  alUes,  Bossia,  so  bold  aplilts  imagined^  wottU 
aid  the  United  States  to  ptander  htfiif  No  soeh  f amtnUe 
oonttogency  came  into  being;  rteJhat  Fleroe  was  loo 
pnident  to  follow  the  coarse  advised  by  tiie  Ostmd  de^afisli, 
and  Kansas-Nebraska  made  the  whole  North  TigHant  to 
pxerent  more  foreign  acquisitions  in  bIey^'s  interest. 
Sould,  obsenriug  the  hesitation  of  his  goTemment,  threw  op 
his  commtesion  at  the  end  of  tbe  year  and  retnmed  borne, 
disgusted  with  the  futility  of  his  mission.  S^n,  some* 
what  later,  made  oompensatiiHi  for  the  ^*  Bbusk  WaniOTt*^ 
and  Aowed  a  disposition  to  padfy. 

The  picturesque  side  of  the  Cuban  negotiation,  wUoli 
was  doomed  to  linger  along  as  a  tantaliadng  effort  to  pni^ 

chase  that  which  was  not  for  sale,  the  President 
March  3.  i'^^^<^6<^  ^  ^^  Congress  in  its  expiring  hours. 

More  favorable  results  had  attended  the  naval  ex- 
pedition to  Japan,  under  Commodore  Perry,}  in  a  treaty 
concluded  about  a  year  before.  §  It  opened  to  our  vessels 
cei-tain  Japanese  ports  for  coal  and  other  supplies,  granted 
hospitable  treatment  to  shipwrecked  sailors,  and,  while  stint- 
iug  all  other  intercourse,  promised  in  an  amicable  spirit 
whatever  additional  favors  this  distant  empire  might  see 
fit  at  any  future  day  to  confer  upon  other  nations.  As 
with  imperial  China,  seclusion  and  calm  self-sufficiency 
marked  the  first  commercial  dealings  of  this  bright  Lilli- 
putian empire  with  the  outer  world  ;  and  upon  a  bell  which 
Perry  brought  home  as  a  present  from  the  Mikado's  nego- 
tiator, was  engraved  the  inscription  in  sti-ange  characters, 

•  PresidenVs  Meflsage,  March,  1855,  and  Ex.  Docs. 
t  2  Claiborne's  Quitman,  209. 
I  Supra,  p.  252. 

§  11  U.  S.  Stats,  at  Large,  597.    This  treaty  was  signed  March  31,  185^ 
and  officiaUy  promulgated  June  22, 1855. 
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irbarism  would  never  invade  the  land."  *    Nations, 
led  or  superstitious,  will,  when  safely  isolated,  look 
same  cUsdainful  superiority  upon  the  rest  of  the 
ice. 


Section  n. 

period  of  thirty-fourth  congress. 

March  4,  1855— March  3,  1857. 

»N  relations,  for  the  six  next  years  of  this  narrative, 
fed  and  overshadowed  by  the  tremendous 
for  civil  preponderance  which  now  ensued 
the  irreconcilable  forces  of  freedom  and  slavery, 
nestic  struggle  culminated  during  this  same  brief 
time  in  the  political  triumph  of  the  one,  followed 
by  the  appeal  of  the  other  to  disunion  and  the 
civil  war.  What  most  absorbed  public  attention 
important  years  must  now  command  ours  as  we  re- 
course of  portentous  events.  As  for  that  cormo- 
3tite  for  seizing  weak  sovereignties  to  the  southward 
»rporating  them  with  the  American  Union, — that 
eal  to  extend  a  protectorate  over  Central  America, 
Cuba,  to  split  off  new  sections  of  Mexican  territory 
upon  our  national  borders, — that  whole  misguided 
robbery  and  subjugation  which  seeks  to  conceal  its 
;ures  under  the  mask  of  manifest  destiny, — its  symp- 
3ome  of  secondary  consequence.  External  and 
cpansion  towards  the  tropics  was  but  one  element 
tton  slaveholders'  policy  to  propagate  their  peculiar 
ns,  or,  at  least,  to  keep  slavery  in  good  countenance 
vhat  seemed  to  them  the  meddlesome  philanthropy 
nd.  It  had  started  out  with  this  Democratic  ad- 
ion  as  the  predominant  element ;  but  the  Kansas- 
I  bill  of  Douglas,  which  gave  slavery  an  unexpected 

•  See  Griffis's  Life  of  Perry,  c.  33. 
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entrance  into  freedom's  solemn  reservationB,  distracted  the       ^ 
glut  of  distant  conquest.     The  wolf  grew  more   ravenoos 

than  ever;   but,  ravenous  in  two  different  directions,   he  ^^ 

roused  up  enemies  too  mighty  for  him.     The  tangible  results  ^"^ 

achieved  in  this  foreign  direction  under  the  persistent  lead  ^^ 

of  those  earlier  Presidents,  Jackson,  Tyler,  and  Polk,  were  ^^ 

achieved  no  longer.     Northern  Presidents  looked  wistfully  ^^ 

up  at  the  golden  fruit,  but  they  could  not  seize  it*     A  sense  ^ 

of  latent  opposition  throughout  the  North  paralyzed  their  "^ 

efforts.     In  the  foreign  policy  of  fiiese  next  six  years  **  I  ^ 
dare  not  *'  waited  upon  *'  I  would." 

In  the  caravan  track  of  this  niueteenth  century  over  a  "^ 
vast  continent,  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  stands  like  a  mould-  " 
stained  pillar  in  a  solitary  waste,  with  its  commemorative  ^ 
mockery  of  a  noble  principle, — the  principle  that  the  will  of  ^ 
a  community  shall  rule  supreme.  More  truthfully  does  it  ^ 
mark  the  cowardly  abnegation  by  Congress  of  its  most  tender  '^ 
and  compassionate  functions  in  the  nourishment  and  educa-  ' 
tion  of  young  fledglings  for  Statehood — the  mother's  abandon-  " 
ment  of  her  suckling  cliild  in  the  distant  wilderness  to  the  - 
mercy  of  wolves  and  hyenas.  This  hypocrisy  of  leaving  the  ^ 
first  settlers  to  their  own  preferences,  of  generous  feelings  ^ 
for  slavery's  sake,  never  accomplished  the  good  predicted  of  "^ 
it.  Instead  of  peace  to  the  Union,  it  brought  a  two-edged  ^ 
sword.  Instead  of  stilling  agitation  on  the  social  question,  ^ 
it  only  precipitated  a  struggle  between  sections  growing  ^ 
bitter  and  more  bitter, — a  territorial  civil  war,  in  which  ^ 
government,  while  professing  to  keep  the  peace,  helped  the  - 
side  it  reidly  favored.  Never  was  there  such  active  and  ^ 
costly  intervention  by  the  United  States  in  territorial  affairs 
as  in  the  effort  to  keep  up  its  false  hypothesis  of  non-inter- 
vention. And  meanwhile  from  this  dogma  of  squatter  sov- 
ereignty sprouted  a  variety  of  other  dogmas  in  exposition  ^ 
or  expansion  of  it.  National  parties  were  broken  and  pul- 
verized the  first  time  such  a  principle  was  put  into  practical 
operation. 

The  South,  as  we  have   observed,   did  not  initiate  this 
Kansas-Nebraska  iniquity,  but  unwisely  accepted  as  a  bless- 
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log  what  Northern  recreancy  had  proffered.*  Very  soon 
after  Douglas's  bill  was  reported  in  the  Senate,  the  legisla- 
tures of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  led  off  in  ex- 
pressing  approbation  of  this  new  plan  which  prom- 
ised to  quench  agitation  by  withdrawing  the  topic  of 
slavery  from  the  floor  of  Congress.  Almost  solitary  among 
slaveholders  of  that  region  in  open  dissent  was  Jere  Clemens, 
lately  a  Senator  from  Alabama,  who,  besides  condemning 
the  flagrant  breach  of  faith  involved  in  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  compromise,  opposed  its  principle  of  popular  sov- 
ereignty as  one  which,  in  his  judgment,  would,  when  put  to 
practice,  shut  out  slavery  from  the  territory  as  effectually  as 
the  Wilmot  Proviso  had  done.f  Such  was  not  the  preva- 
lent opinion  in  the  slave  States. 

The  tide  of  Northern  election  in  the  spring  of  1855  con- 
tinued adverse  to  the  administration.  A  dormant  session  of 
Congress  had  not  turned  men's  minds  from  the  wrong  already 
perpetrated.  Ill-will  was  largely  shown  by  supporting  can- 
didates in  the  several  States  which  Native  Amcri-  1855. 
cans  put  forward.  In  New  Hampshire,  the  Presi-  April. 
dent's  own  State,  where  a  year  before  his  paity  held  full 
»way,  a  Know-Nothing  was  chosen  Governor.  Connecti- 
cut gave  the  Know-Nothings  a  plurality,  and  though  in  de- 
fault of  a  majority  the  election  went  to  the  legislature,  that 
^x>dy  confirmed  the  preference.  The  vote  was  very  light  in 
^^hode  Island,  but  overwhelmingly  for  the  new  party.  In 
^<>cal  and  municipal  elections  all  over  tlie  country  this  year, 
^iiilike  of  foreigners  was  now  a  prominent  element.  Such, 
^u  truth,  was  the  extent  of  this  feeling  that  in  New  York  city 
*  li^otorious  bruiser,  named  Poole,  an  American 
*^<i  the  leader  of  a  gang  of  political  bullies,  who  *  "^*^- 
^^a  attacked  and  mortally  wounded  by  a  rival  gang  to  which 

*  Sow  far  Jefferson  Davis  may  have  helped  initiate  this  measure  is 
*^**>iatdered,  avpra,  p.  278. 

t  Xn  this  opinion,  Clemens  said  that  he  was  sustained  by  President 
*^erce,  who  took  occasion  to  say  in  his  presence  that  the  bill  was  a  propo- 
■itiom  in  favor  of  freedom,  and  that  if  it  passed  there  never  could  be  an- 
®*Ue»  slave  State  added  to  the  Union.    Newspapers,  March,  18S4. 
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belonged  men  of  foreign  bLrtb,  was  followed  to  hin  grave  \ 
an  im mease  procession^  and  hoDored,  like  some  martyr  C 
great  principles,  witli  a  funeral  oration. 

Know-NotliLugistD  did  not  take  long  to  show  the  inhere 
meautiesa  of  its  ineu  aud  of  Ua  reformatory  spirit.  In  ti 
Massachusetts  legislature  this  year  a  prying  committee  w 
appomttid  to  visit  a  neighboring  nunnery  ;  inquisitors  of  ll 
people  roamed  about  the  private  precincts  of  women,  wi 
jocular  curiosity,  entering  the  chamber  of  a  sick  girl  w1 
was  confined  to  her  bed  ;  and  one  of  them  waa  so  jndeceiit 
familiar  with  the  matron  of  the  establishment  that,  upon  1} 
complaint  and  an  inveatigation^  he  was  expelled  from  I 
ecat. 

But  tlie  signal  accomplish  me  ut  of  this  legislature  w 
wrought  by  its  h\e^  Soil  element-  A  personal  liberty  t 
passed  by  a  two-thinls  vote  over  the  Governor's  veto; 
forbade  all  future  aid  of  State  oIHciais,  State  troops, 
State  buildings,  in  executing  the  fugitive-slave  act;  it  p^ 
vided  coansel  for  the  arrested  negro,  and  denounced  peni 
ties  against  the  slave  hunter  as  a  kidnapper,  should  he  fi 
to  make  good  his  claim  of  service.  In  this  the  New  Englai 
trait  of  colonial  times  was  once  more  manifested,  to  circui 
vent  oppression  while  scrupulously  observing  the  letter 
loyalty.  For  of  this  and  the  personal  liberty  laws  whi 
other  States  modelled  upon  it,  there  was  fair  ground  f 
asserting  that,  while  practically  obstructing  the  execution 
the  fugitive-slave  act,  they  did  not  transgress  the  Fedei 
Constitution.  Massachusetts  thus  washed  its  hands  of  \ 
complicity  in  the  restitution  of  men  to  bondage.  And  t 
movement  now  commenced  here  in  earnest,  to  be  renews 
every  year  until  its  end  was  ac*complished,  for  the  removal 
Loring,  the  commissioner  who  had  retuined  Anthony  Bur 
to  slavery,  from  his  Judgeship  of  probate.  Upon  the  addre 
of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  the  Governor  had  sai 
mary  power  to  remove  a  State  judge,  and  the  personal  li 
erty  act  forbade  for  the  future  that  those  concerned  wi 
fugitive-slave  process  should  hold  a  Massachusetts  oflS 
besides.     Loring  clung  to  his  post;  nor  was  Gardneri  t 
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iLnow-NothiDg  Governor,  disposed  to  conform  to  the  wishes 
of  the  legislature  by  striking  at  judicial  independence. 

Garrison  abolitionists,  headed  by  Wendell  Phillips,  aided 
the  Free  Soil  sentiment  of  Massachusetts  in  compassing  this 
obstruction  of  the   fugitive-slave  law  and  the  removal  of 
iadge  Loring.     But  their  eccentric  course  on  matters  of 
national  concern  made  even  the  radical  among  Massachusetts 
Free  Soilers  sensitive  at  being  classed  with  them, — their 
OWD  means  being  constitutional,  and  their  end  the  salvation 
of  the  Union.     At  a  recent  Independence-day  celebration  in 
the  woods  of  Framingham,  where  Thoreau  read  a 
disturbing  address.  Garrison  had   emphasized  his  j^^'4, 
customary  Catonian  utterance,  *'  the  Union  must  be 
destroyed,"  by  burning  publicly  a  copy  of  the  Federal  Con- 
Atdtution.     The  passage  by  Congress  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
l>iJl  he  hailed  as  a  new  impulse  to  secession.     His  nature  did 
>^ot  flinch  from  consequences.     "There  is,*'  said  the  Lib- 
erator, "but  one  honest,  straightforward  course  to  pursue 
if  we  would  see  the  slave  power  overthrown ;  the  Union  must 
l>e  dissolved ! "  ♦     And  such  was  the  general  tenor  of  anni- 
versary speeches  and  resolutions  through  the  next  six  years, 
'^•'lienever  and  wherever  meetings  were  held  of  our  anti-slavery 
societies.     So  strenuous,  indeed,  was  Garrison  to  stand  upon 
the  high  platform  of  moral  iassertion,  as  one  who  kept  truth 
dear  of  the  contamination  of  free  discussion,  that  he  scorn- 
fully refused  to  take  any  part  in  a  course  of  anti-slavery 
textures  at  Boston,  where  Southern  men  had  been  invited  by 
^e  committee  to  present  their  personal  opinions  of  slavery. 
^  well,  he  wrote  indignantly,  might  robbers  be  asked  to 
«tate  their  views  of  robbery. f 

Kansas  now  becomes  the  foreground  of  public  interest, 
we  battle-field  where  freedom  and  slavery  gird  up  their  loins 
*^  contend  for  the  mastery.  Of  the  two  territories,  Kansas 
^"^  I^ebraska,  both  of  which  were  set  apart  for  the  new  ex- 
perimenij  of  popular  sovereignty,  desecrated  and  driven  from 

•  3  W.  L.  Garrison's  Ufe,  414. 
t  HewspapexB. 
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llie  MDetiiaij  of  ttiat  former  decree  which  prohibited  slaveA 
•Hogelber,  Kantw  was  the  more  southerly ,  and  from  t| 
dtttiAicm  tiie  more  raitiible  for  pLaotiug  institutions  of  boo4 
age.  II  OOOapfod  nesrl}^  tbe  sun^e  pai  allele)  as  VirgiDia^  ao 
lij  Ane  west  of  the  eiUve  State  of  Missouri,  whose  boimdaiii 
I  next  adjaeeot.  TiiU  whole  interior  region  of  Kum$ 
end  Nebraekn  iiod  hitherto  remained  praetic^l] 
unsettled  end  little  known  ;  but  iU  ijivitatiou  Wi 
to  egrfooltore,  and  peaeeful  rivers  meandered  through  ii 
Boft  aoenevy.* 

Kanaaa  presented  a  tume  and  uuif onu  aspect  of  gent^ 
nndldatiog  ridges  and  valleys ;  it^  tcrritoiy,  as  now  definei 
eztmiding  nortliward  from  our  Indiait  reservations  ti>  t£ 
fartieth  paiaUel  of  latitude,  and  west  from  the  State  ^ 
Uissoilri  to  ilie  Bocky  Mountains.  In  this  broad  paralleli 
gram  was  embraced  an  area  i^ckoued  at  about  VZQ.Q^ 
sqoare  miles.  At  llie  passage  of  the  Dou^^ln^  biil,  Kami 
was  an  Indian  reservation ;  and  the  fact  that  Indians  wod 
be  despoiled  of  their  rightful  domains  by  erecting  this  tent 
tory  was  urged  very  strongly  in  debate  by  Everett,  Bel 
Houston,  and  others,  who,  timorous  on  the  main  issue  ii 
volved  in  the  bill,  laid  strong  hold  upon  secondary  objei 
tions.f  About  some  scattered  missions  here  of  the  Southei 
Methodist  church,  and  on  the  farms  of  a  few  capridoc 
squatters,  slaves  appear  to  have  been  worked  for  severs 
years  previously.  Had  Congress  passed  the  territorial  ai 
anticipated,  in  compliance  with  the  restrictions  of  1821 
that  abuse  would  have  been  easily  expelled.  But  now  th: 
compromise  was  rescinded,  and  Kansas  might  be  admitte 
as  a  State,  '*  with  or  without  slavery,"  accoi*ding  to  the  oj 
tion  of  its  inhabitants  hereafter. 
Missouri  was  admitted  a  slave  State  in  1821,  and  Arkai 


*The  Indian  name,  ''Nebraska,"  signified  ''shaUow  water;"  ai 
**  Kansas  "  meant  *'  smoky  water."  Each  name  was  appUed  to  a  riTc 
In  Nebraska,  whose  settlement  awaited  chiefly  the  issue  of  the  Kaoa 
experiment,  was  speedily  laid  out  the  promising  town  of  Omaha  as  ti 
chief  centre  of  population. 

t  Supra,  p.  280. 
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sas  in  1836,  in  fulfilment  of  those  compromise  conditions  of 
which  the  North  was  now  denied  its  full  equivalent.     From 
tiie  steps  of  the  St.  Louis  court  house,  men  and  women, 
black,  yellow,  and  light,  were  sold  regularly  to  the  highest 
bidder.      Free-born  negroes,  who  arrived  at  that  flourishing 
dty  on  the  river  steamers,  were  arrested,  cooped  up  without 
a  hearing,  and  auctioned  off  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  de- 
tention.    Slavery,  however,  was  gradually  gi'owing  uncon- 
genial to  that  vicinity,  for  St  Louis  gained  rapidly  in  wealth 
and  numbers,  and  among  its  population  were  many  of  Ger- 
man birth.     Benton,  though  stranded  by  polities  in  his  old 
age,  partook  of  this  liberal  and  progressive  spirit.     But  re- 
actionary leaders  were  at  this  time  at  the  head  of  affairs,  no 
one  of  them  more  strongly  nor  more  passionately  bent  on 
slavery's  new  crusade  than  David  R.  Atchison,  aKentuckian 
by  birth,  who  for  some  twelve  years  previous  to  1855,  when 
he  lost  bis  seat,  had  served  Missouri  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.     A  man  of  good  presence  and  approachable, 
Atchison  rounded  his  career  in  national  life  as  Pi-esident  pro 
^^ni.  of  the  Senate,  chosen  by  his  compeers  at  a  time  when 
a  pistol-shot  or  the  stroke  of   sudden  death  at  the  White 
^ouse  might  have  installed  him  chief  magistrate  by  succes- 
sion.    Most  unfit  would  he  have  been  for  so  solemn  a  con- 
tingency, for  his  talents  were  of  coarse  fibre;    he  was  a 
strong  partisan,  and,  though  a  ready  stump  orator,  he  had 
Done  of  the  higher  pretensions  to  a  statesman. 

Xdentified  with  Missouri's  western  frontier  rather  than  St. 
^*oiii8,  Atchison,  while  yet  a  Senator,  had  gone  beyond  most 
^i^'veholders  in  trying  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  honor 
'*'h  ich  hedged  his  State  about  with  free  labor.  In- 
^^ed,  in  a  boastful  speech  to  his  constituents  soon 
*^t:cr  the  session  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  measure,  he  gave 
bi  ixiself  the  credit  of  originating  that  Missouri  compromise 
'^l^eal  which  Douglas  in  his  momoniljle  bill  adopted.*  The 
^'^'^th  was  that  the  region  of  Missouii  to  which  Atchison  be- 
*^ge<i  had  long  been  uneasy   and    apprehensive   over   the 

•  Newspapers,  October,  18M. 
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proipeet  of  b&  adJolDing  free  State.  A  borde  of  savagt 
tbey  tboofl^t  ked  dangerous  Delghbors  than  a  race  of  fTnj 
famen.  (te  this  Missouri  l>order  abounded  a  medley  ao 
eaq[ftlOflire  pq^latiou,  typical  of  pro-ekvcry  life  in  its  mdt 
aqieete.  MiDgled  atDong  the  generous,  hospitable,  an 
mddenitely  e&icated,  were  bravos  and  desperadoes,  read 
to  die  in  tbeir  boots, — whiskej-drlnking  and  triggcr-puHiD 
nilBaiiS,  soft  without  amiable  traits  ^  but  blindly  led  by  ii 
diliatkm  and  habit,  and  full  of  that  contempt  of  humaD  su 
feiiiig  which  hnmao  ownership  engenders.  White  gentleme 
and  white  trash  here  combined  to  push  slavery  together  int 
Kanaaa  the  moment  the  Douglas  measure  should  afford  leg 
opportunity  for  doing  so.  No  sooner  had  President  Pieix 
fi^^ned  the  fateful  act  which  gave  slave  property  a  legal  reeoj 
nition  tiian  companies  of  tht^se  Missouri  roisterei-s  baste nc 
orerthe  borders  and  seized  upon  e^ctensive  tracti^of  the  be 
lands  for  themselves.  Several  pro-slavery  towns  sprang  ii 
in  the  new  territory^  sitnate<l  chiefly  on  the  Missouri  rivl 
Just  where  it  breaks  the  Kansas  parallelogram  on  the  norti 
east  corner.  Here  was  Kickapoo,  blighted  in  the  bad 
Atchison,  perpetuating  to-day  under  bnghter  auspices  tt 
name  of  that  bigoted  colonizer  for  whom  it  was  christened 
Leavenworth,  the  prairie  rose;  and  Lecompton,  somewhi 
inland,  which  still  droops  under  the  weight  of  historical  u 
famy.  This  sort  of  ferry  immigration  the  Missouriaii 
thought  would  couple  Kansas  forever  with  the  train  of  pre 
slavery  States.  And  so  easy  seemed  their  colonizing  es 
pedient  that  a  large  part  of  these  first-comers  chose  to  retai 
their  Missouri  homes  as  before,  prepared  to  cross  and  n 
cross,  and  to  rally  reserves  by  the  boat-load  from  all  tfa 
neighboring  counties  whenever  voting  or  fighting  could  ai 
the  cause.* 


While  in  the  remote  free  States  all  was  despondency  ,- 
while  the  dark-lantern  imposture,  with  its  grifi 
and  mysterious  passwords,  hindered  the  politic! 
combination  of  those  opposed  to  the  administration  and  it 


1864. 


*  See  Spring's  Kansas,  cs.  2,  3. 
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folioy  on  the  one  really  yital  issue  of  the  hour, — while 
tboUtionists  could  contribute  nothing  to  the  Northern  cause 
bat  that  same  panacea  of  secession  which  the  Calhounists, 
bii^-priests  of  slavery,  had  offered  from  their  Southern 
point  of  view,  and  which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  ab- 
horred,— and  while  timorous  Whigs  and  revolting  Democrats, 
obedient  to  the  call  of  duty,  felt  sorely  perplexed  over  re- 
establishing the  line  of  compromise  already  smirched  as  un- 
constitutional,— a  Northern,  and  a  Massachusetts  man,  with 
dear  insight  of  the  coming  struggle,  pointed  the  way  to  a 
sohtion  of  the  problem  in  the  territories.     This  was  Eli 
Thayer,  of  Worcester,  a  veritable  Yankee,  shrewd,  sharp- 
tongaed,  and   pertinacious,  not  overburdened  with  senti- 
ment, but  ingenious  in  his  methods  and  emiuently  practical.* 
His  plan  was  to  meet  Douglas  and  the  slave  oligarchy  upon 
their  own  ground,  and,  taking  the  equal  chance  offered  for 
erecting  the  new  territories  into  free  States,  proceed  at  once 
to  oolonize  them  with  Northern  laborers.     To  this  cause 
there  were  strong  and  hopeful  inducements.     The  North 
Was  vastly  superior  in  the  sinews  of  wealth  and  popula- 
^on,  in  facilities  for  transporting  and  distributing,  and  in 
^  constant    flux   of    hardy    and    intelligent  immigrants. 
Slavery  could  contaminate,  but  it  colonized  very  slowly  by 
^^niparison ;  the  impulse  of  free  labor  was  needful  to  bring 
^rift  and  nimble  enterprise  into  a  wilderness  where  im- 
mense difficulties  must  be  overcome.     And,  if  natural  con- 
ations meant  anything,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  each  so  well 
^apted  to  wheat-raising  and  pasturage,  were  the  gift  of 
Mature  to  a  race  of  Northern  farmers. 

Before   the  passage   of    the   Kansas-Nebraska  bill  and 
'^hen  its  fate  was  still  in  suspense,  Thayer  broached  his 
P^n  before  an  indignation  meeting  called  by  his 
fellow-citizens;  and,  encouraged  by  their  sponta-      "^ 
^eous  applause,  he  drew  up  the  chai-ter  of  the  ^^  Massachu- 
^tts  Emigrant  Aid  Company,'*  and  carried  it  through  the 

*  Pxomiiient  Southern  man  have  given  Thayer  full  credit  for  frus- 
^Ung  the  hopes  which  slavery  cherished  under  the  Kansas-Nehraska 
^    See  Wise's  Decades,  243. 
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Tbe  original  enteipme  was 


i 


wholetale  and  magnificent  one,  and  Thayer  meaq 
to  make  il  a  pajtog  one  in  the  pecimJary  senaef  fd 
Imi  waa  not  above  dedarii^  dhideiKls  »pon  ih^  projec?i8  o 
pbOaalliropy.  With  a cat^h;iil  tlxed  at  $5,000,000.  tbe  com 
pa&y  piopoaed  to  Mug  en^igration  to  tbe  West  into  aj 
OtganiBedaysteili;  to  plant  freedom  an<l  the  comforts  ant 
aooeaaofiea  of  a  £ree  oolon.v  together ;  in  the  first  place,  ti 
nake  <rf  Kaoaaa  a  f^ree  State,  and  tbett  to  neW  out,  an< 
adeet  and  aetOe  some  other  field,  and  so  go  on  until  eveq 
poariUe  area  of  the  UnkHi  became  ivclafme<l  bv  tbe  geofd 
€i  free  labor.  **It  is  nnidi  better/*  argued  Timyer,  ^*  to  p 
and  do  aometfaing  for  free  l^bor  titan  to  Htay  nt  liomc  dn< 
talk  of  maaadea  and  auction-blocks  aiid  bkKxibound^,  wbi^ 
deidorfaig  the  nerer-endhig  aggressions  of  slavery."  *  | 

Hie  public  w«re  aoeptical  about  embarking  in  this  pro] 
act;  and  the  moreao  because,  as  a  iDoney  venture,  ther< 
were  plainly  two  sides  to  it.  But  fieverul  Ma^sacbusetu  v\4 
sens  of  wealth  and  influence  took  a  decided  interest  in  if 
among  them  John  M.  S.  Williams,  Charles  Francis  Adame 
and  Amos  A.  Lawrence.  Edward  Everett  Hala 
a  young  clergyman,  was  an  earnest  friend  of  th: 
promising  experiment,  and  a  brave  and  sagacious  man  wa 
found  for  managing  agent  in  Charles  Robinson,  who  lun 
been  schooled  to  experience  among  the  argonauts  of  Cal 
fornia.  Horace  Greeley,  upon  Thayer's  personal  solicit- 
tion,  gave  freely  the  large  influence  of  his  name  and  neir- 
paper  to  the  new  crusade.  But  no  organization  was  eir* 
effected  under  the  broad  original  charter.  Trustees  ma.i 
aged  the  concern  imtil  the  next  year,  when  a  secoK 
^^  charter  was  obtained  from  the  Massachuset^ 
legislature,  which  broadened  the  opportunities  '^ 
subscribe,  but  reduced  the  sphere  of  operations  and  tl 
individual  risks  of  those  concerned  in  it.  Of  "  The  Ncs 
England  Emigrant  Aid  Society,"  John  Carter  Brown,  * 
Providence,  was  President,  and  Eli  Thayer  the  first  Vic5 


*  Thayer's  Kansas  Crusade,  c.  2. 
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President,  and,  in  a  long  list  of  honorary  directors,  some  of 
the  most  sabstantial  names  in  the  New  England  States 
were  represented.  The  company,  as  thus  organized,  de- 
Toted  itself  to  tlic  task,  suttieiently  arduous,  of  planting 
free-labor  towns  in  Kansas ;  and,  aided  by  contributions  of 
aboat  $140,000  in  the  course  of  three  years*  operations,  it 
adjosted  itself  to  the  usual  basis  of  a  benefaction,  without 
the  hope  of  pecuniary  return.* 

Meanwhile,  under  disheartening  difficulties,  the  men  who 
held  up  the  hands  of  the  original  company  had  made 
good  their  challenge  to  slavery's  propagators.     In 
July  the  first  company  of  emigrants  from  Massachusetts  to 
Kansas  pass^L  by  rail  through  the  Empire  State,  drawing 
crowds  to  th^Biy  stations,  attracting  notice  from  the  press, 
and  inspiring  the  whole  North  to  emulate  their  example. 
The  fame  of  this  colonial  enterprise  drew  attention  far  and 
wide ;  its  capital,  reputed  at  what  the  original  charter  called 
for,  gave  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  its  financial  ability,  and 
hundreds  of  wavering  pioneers  were  stimulated  to  follow 
where  a  company  supposed  to  be  so  rich  and  so  powerful  led 
the  way.     Along  the  whole  route  from  Boston  to  Kansas 
these  colonizing  parties  were  swelled  by  accessions,  and  at 
the  close  of  December,  1854,  Kansas  territory  held  a  popu- 
lation of  several  thousand  sons  of  freedom.     The  inspira- 
tional force  of  Thayer  and  his  parent  company  led  presently 
to  the  formation  of  hundreds  of  Kansas  leagues  and  Kansas 
committees  in  our  Northern  States,  all  loyal  to  one  another, 
^  combined  for  a  common  purpose.     This  was,  perhaps, 
^e  first  attempt  in  the  world's  history  to  systematize  and 
soften  by  beutjficent  aids  the  colonizing  of  a  distant  tern- 
ary ;  and  the  secret  of  success  in  such  an  emigration  was 
co-operative  sympathy, — or,  as  Charles  Sumner  afterwards 
pointed  out,  that  instead  of  leaving  a  pioneer  race  to  grope 
Mindly,  the  fostering  company  went  forward,  '*  and  planted 
capita  in  advance  of  population."  t 


*  ^Xhayer'a  Kansas  Crusade,  cs.  3,  4 ;  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  3. 
f  Speech  in  Senate,  May  19,  1856. 
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Such  is  the  Jealousy  with  which  even  philanthropists 
prone  to  regard  the  ameliorating  schemes  devised  by  otheK"~a, 
that  scarcely  an  anti-slavery  man  of  the  extreme  type  wL  "^ 
which  the  country  had  grown  so  familiar  could  be  found    "Mo 
say  a  good  word  for  this  Thayer  experiment.     Colonizati^i^n 
to  such  theorists  was  ^^  false  in  principle/'  able  to  compa.j^ 
at  best  only  ^^  a  transplanted  Massachusetts."     For  yeaura 
they  continued  to  speak  of  free  Kansas  as  a  failure ;  its  fs^Ce 
they  insisted  was  sealed  ^^  the  very  moment  the  Mi88ot3.Ti 
compromise  was  repealed.*'  *     Far  diflPerent  forebodings  filled 
the  minds  of  those  more  practical  politicians,  the  Missoisji 
borderei*s,    as   they   saw   freedom's   battiJ|^^    arriving     :in 
turn,  who  pitched  their  tents  towards  the  mv  bottom  laudis, 
close  to  that  tributary  of   the  coUing  water-course  on  t:l3e 
northeast,  known  as  the   Kansas   River.     They  saw  wi^ 
dismay  Hottentot  huts  and  mud-plastered  log-cabins  marklxig 
the  first  site  of  anti-slavery  towns  in  their 
Lawrence,  which  was  named  in  honor  of  the  trei 
urer  and  moneyed  benefactor  of  the  ''  Emigrant  Aid  Cora- 
pany,"  being  the  earliest  thus  founded,  and    Osawatomi** 
with  Topeka,  following  not  much  later.     Atchison,  the  dem- 
agogue   statesman,   took    the   stump   betimes  to   warn   liw 
fellow-citizens  that  Missouri  institutions,  as  well  as  those   of 
the    territory,   were    in   danger    from    these  "  philanthroj>ic 
knaves.'*     Stringfellow,  his  jackal  and  a  rural  pettifogger, 
hurried  to  the  nation's  ca])ilal  early  the  next  winter  to  ^-r- 
range  a  counter-colonization   for  slavery's  behest,  and  b^"^^ 
the    Yankees  at  the  unexpected   game.     This    latter   pl^'O'* 
Southern  Congressmen   most  generously  indorsed,  but  t:t^* 
working  resources  were  beyond  their  power  to  f uniish.f     '^-^  * 
colonization,  in  fact,  the  South,  with  the  negro  race  on    'i'*^ 
back,  moved  incumbered  like  an  armadillo,  and  for  anyth^  'm:^^^ 
which  resembled  business  rivalry  that  section  was  no  cc^  "»'^' 
petitor.     To  politics  rather,  with  its  crafts  and  chicane  ^-^  — 


•  See  citatiouH  in  Spring's  Kansas,  '2\^;  Thayer's  Kansas  Crusade,  1* 
t  Spring's  Kansas,  27. 
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which  the  slave  aristocracy  quite  thoroughly  understood,  was 
oammitted  the  destiny  of  Kansas;  and  border  ruffianism 
undertook  to  play  out  its  hand  witli  a  strong  confidence  that 
the  resources  of  the  government  would  be  used  to  help  it 
sweep  the  board.  .^^^^ 

The  first  territorial  governor  of  Kansas,  whom  the  Presi- 
dent appointed  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  Douglas  bill, 
was  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  of  Pennsylvania.  He  entered 
upon  his  official  duties,  sound  to  the  core  in  Democratic 
principles,  enthusiastic  in  the  new  faith  of  squatter  sover- 
eignty, loyal  towards  the  administration,  and  withal  an 
affable,  ambling  administrator,  and  a  ready  orator.  Ar- 
riving at  Fort  Leavenwortli  in  October,  he  declared  ^     ^ 

October 
himself  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  violence  which  was 

already  astir  in  the  territory ;  and  with  the  laudable  object 
of  soothing  the  rival  camps  of  freedom  and  slavery,  besides 
informing  himself,  he  began  by  a  general  tour  of  the  set- 
tlements.    The  election  of  a  territorial  delegate  to 
Congress  presently  brought  into  view  the  prear- 
ranged tactics  of  the  Missouri  borderers.     Whitfield,  a  Ten- 
nessean,  who  held  the  office  of  Indian  agent,  was  chosen 
by  fraudulent  ballots.     Elections  for  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture having  been  postponed  until  the  following  spring,  a 
wider  and  more  outrageous  interference  with  the  sovereignty 
of  the  genuine  settlers  was  exhibited.     Atchison  and  String- 
fellow,  the  latter  of  whom  had  set  up  a  newspaper,  inflamed 
their  Missouri  neighbors  to  outvote  and  suppress  these  in- 
terlopers  of   the    ''Emigrant  Aid   Society,"   whose    ''five 
niiUion  fund"  they  imagined  already  raised,  "to  send  out 
paupers  and  steal  niggers."     "  Blue  lodges,"  a  secret  pro- 
slavery  order  in  Western  Missouri,  aided  the  mission  work 
'or  the  South  and  her  institutions.     On  a  memorable  spring 
^*y»  the  30th  of  March,  a  picturesque  mob  of  these  un- 
^^^lied  and  greasily  dressed  lords  of  creation  crossed 
into  Kansas  from  their  State,  marched  to  the  polls  March  30 
'^'ith  guns,  revolvers,  and  improvised  weapons  for 
*®®a.nlt,  and  deposited  their  ballots  with  generous  profusion 
^^     the  pro-slavery  candidates,  wherever  such  ballots  ap« 
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peared  needful.     These  scarecrow  iavaders  had  been  care — 

fully  drilled ;  the  free-State  settlers  (wlio  had  not  thoughts 

of  providing  themselves  yet  with  shooting  implements)  were^ 

not  molested  unless  they  showed  fight ;  and  judges  of  elec — 

tion  who  scrupled  to  receive  their  illegal  votes,  instead  ol^ 

meekly  yielding,  were  the  only  ones  they  took  the  pains 

displace.    Hundreds  of  these  *•  ^  returning  emigrants  "  marche 

back  through  the  frontier  city  of  Independence  the  uex^H 

day,  to  the  bray  of  brass  bands,  cheered  by  their  Missooi 

compatriots,  aud  regaled  upon  strong  liquors.      And,  in 

deed,  those  popular  sovereigns  had  done  no  half-way  work 

for,   in  a  new  territory,   whose   census,   taken  the  montBt. 

before,  showed  a  population  of  8,501,  of  whom  2,905  wer^v 

qualified  voters,  6,307  votes  were  plumped  into  the  ballots 

boxes  on  this  30th  of  March, — nearly  eighty  per  cent  c^ 

them  cast  by  the  straddlers  from  Missouri.     It  is  needles- 

to  say  that  pro-slavery  candidates  were  almost  everywher 

elected.* 

Governor  Reeder  canvassed  the  returns  and  listened  t^ 

,  ,,     the   many  protests.      Free-State   men,   somewhn^" 
Apnl, May.  -T     ,.  ,  •        i,  .  ..    ,       ,     .     , 

overavvod,  did  not,  in  all  instances,  iight  their  loy— ^^ 

contests  sharply ;  and  their  concert  was  rather  to  insist  tlisi  ""= 

this   whole    election    should    be  cancelled,    and  a  new  or ^ 

ordered  under  more  vigilant  precautions.     Ueeder  bravt- 

fairly  the  pro-slavery  gentry,  whose  threats  were  not  plea 

ant  to  hear.     While  on  a  flying  visit  to  Pennsylvania,  Is^^ 

made  a  public  speech,  in  which  he  stated  very  plainly  th=. 

.the  i)rinciple  of  popular  sovereignty  had  been  trami)led  o^cr 

and  that  Kansas  had   l»ecn  inva<led  and  conquered   by  ^^'^^^ 

armed  force  from  beyond  her  borders^.    But  in  official  a  -^ 

tion  he  showed  himself  hampered  by  the  wishes  of  his  rule  -*" 

at  Washington.     He  did  not  set   the  whole   election  asid  -^' 

but  confined  his  disapproval  to  ciitMiu  candidates,  again -^r" 

whom  protests  had  been  filed.      At  sui)plenientary  clection^rJ 

held  on   the   22d   of  I\Iay,  the   free-State   men   easily  fill^    ^ 

the  vacancies  l)y  men  of  their  own  choice.     But  the  territ 


•  Spring's  Kaosas,  45;  Tribune  Almanac. 
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rial    Xc^gislature  still  stood  pro-slavery  by  more  thaa  two  to 
one-  ^* 

B^liold,  now,  the  first  of  territorial  assemblies  where  slave 
and    free  systems  of  labor  were  to  contend  by  gentle  rivalry 
tor  popular  recognition.     This  Kansas  legislature, 
wbioh  convened  at  Pawnee,  had  no  such  admirable 
spectacle  to  offer.     The  majority  showed  its  brutal  scorn  of 
the  governor,  whose  opening  message  was  a  homily  upon  fra- 
ternity, by  turning  ont  nine  free-State  members  in  a  twink- 
^'^g,  and  seating  every  claimant  to  whom  Reeder  had  refused 
credentials ;  the  solitary  tenth  retired  of  his  own  accord  from 
^J^  atmosphere  wholly  uncongenial.      Next  this  legislature 
*^Joumed  to  Shawnee  Mission,  in  defiance  of  the  governor's 
'Wishes,  and  made  with  him  an  issue  of  strength.     He  an- 
&**iiy  refused  to  sanction  their  bills.     They,  in  return,  backed 
^y  potent  influences  at  Washington,  arraigned  him  as  one 
^ho  was  financially  interested  in  the  town-site  they  had  seen 
^t  to  vacate.     Upon  similar  charges,  which  his  enemies  had 
'Already  preferred  against  him,  the  President  virtu- 
ously removed   Reeder  from  oflfice ;    but  the  real  ' 
^ause  of  his  displacement,  we  may  suspect,  was  that  he  ob- 
structed the  wishes  of  those  who  had  set  themselves  upon 
taking  Kansas,  by  honest  means  or  foul,  a  slave  State. 

Fortified  by  a  decision  of  the  territorial  Supreme  Court 
^hich  sustained  the  riglit  of  the  legislature  to  remove  the 
Capital,  those  Solons  of  Shawnee  Mission  exercised  their 
I'epresentative  functions  in  a  remarkable  manner.  Hobnob 
Mras  their  word,  give  it  or  take  it ;  and  though  without  much 
natural  gift  for  code-making,  they  did  their  best  for  barbar- 
ism. Death  was  denounced  against  any  who  assisteil  a 
Blave  to  escape  from  his  master,  or  for  inciting  a  slave  re- 
V^ellion  by  speaking,  writing,  or  printing.  To  deny  the  right 
of  holding  slaves  in  this  territory  was  declared  felonious ; 
a.nd  to  decline  taking  oath  to  suppbrt  the  fugitive-slave  law 
'Was  made  suflflcient  cause  for  disfranchisement.  But  who- 
ever would  pay  one  dollar,  and  swear  by  that  law  (which 

*  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  4. 


326        tflSTORV  OP  TH£  UNITED  STATES.    CHAP.  XX! 

Congreae  had  never  oace  dreamed  of  impOBtng  as  a  Tottn 
test)  and  by  tUe  whole  of  the  Kansas  territorml  bill,  naigl; 
be  permitted  to  ceiat  a  vote  without  regard  to  residence,  T 
the  county  courts,  all  of  which  were  now  in  the  hand 
of  slaveholders,  was  committed  the  exclusive  ap point mer 
of  all  election  offlcera.  Six  years  was  the  tenure  fixed  ft 
the  local  officials  thiust  by  this  Jegislature  int^j  power;  anr 
by  a  blundering  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress,  the  go\ 
ernor  was  deprived  of  all  power  to  pardon.*  In  short,  tbi 
Shawnee  Mission  cotle  waa  as  bigoted  and  besotted  a  spec: 
men  of  legislative  joineiy  as  ever  in  American  experienc 
travestied  the  great  fundamentals  of  local  self -government. 

But  the  free-State  settlers  did  not  submit  tamely  to  thJ 
state  of  things*  Led  by  Charles  Robinson,  now  a  fellow 
pioneer,  and  the  best  of  tlie  whole  commnnity  for  keepin 
them  faithful  to  high  ideals,  they  struck  out  a  bohl  line  c 
,  policy,  not  wholly  prudent,  perhaps,  slidMIB^BBH^M 
with  the  national  authoritieB,  and  gaveal^m^mni^l^ 
slavery  a  pretext  for  charging  them  with  lawlessness  ao 
civil  revolution.  That  policy  was,  to  leave  territorial  gov 
ernor  and  legislature  to  crawl  on  their  course,  bearing  thei 
foul  draggletail  of  fraudulent  legitimacy, — to  plunge  bravel 
into  the  wilderness,  and  gain  the  highroad  of  Statehood  b 
whatever  means  they  might,  trusting  that  Congress  and  tb 
generous  friends  of  free  territory  would  give  sanction  to  theJ 
efforts.  It  was  a  leaf  from  Robinson's  California  expc 
rience,  though  there  the  conditions  for  leaping  the  chasm  o 
territorial  childhood  had  been  much  more  favorable.  Afte 
sending  home  for  a  supply  of  Sharpens  rifles, — for  they  noi 
saw  clearly  that  ballots  without  bullets  were  inadequate  t 
protect  the  will  of  the  majority, — these  denizens  for  fre 
soil,  at  a  convention  assembled  at  Lawrence  on  the  14tii  o 
August,  repudiated  utterly  the  spurious  legislator 
^^ '  which  Missouri  ruflSans  bad  imposed  upon  them 
and  summoned  a  second  convention  for  the  5th  of  Septem 

*  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  4. 
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ber   at  Big  Springs.      On  the  I9th  of  the  same  month  a 
third  convention  of  the  free-State  settlers  followed 
at  Topeka.     By  these  three  conventions  the  anti-    ^   °^    '^ 
Missouri  elements  of  the  territory  were  well  combined,  and  in* 
dependent  dates  fixed  for  holding  the  necessary  elections. 

At  the  Big  Springs  gathering,  Reeder,  the  late  governor, 
whose  removal  from  office  left  him  master  of  his  own  opin- 
ions, and  who  now  fell  in  with  the  free-soil  immigrants,  re- 
ceived with  one  accord  the  nomination  for  delegate  to  Con- 
gress.    The  election  day  fixed  by  these  revolutionists  was 
October  9th,  while  that  ordered  by  the  Shawnee  Mission 
le^slature  was  the  first  day  of  the  month.     On  the  day  last 
naentioned  came  the  perambulators  from  Missouri, 
less  numerous  than  before,  but  prepared  to  vote 
of  tener ;   Whitfield,    their  candidate,  polled   a  pro-slavery 
vote  of  about  2,800,  which  left  census  figures   far   behind. 
On  the  9th,  pursuant  to  their  own  plans,  the  free-State  set- 
tlers voted,  their  adversaries  now  keeping  from  the  polls  as 
they  had  done  before;    Reeder,   by  a  more  honest  count, 
footed  some  2,400.     Dissenting  ballots,  of  coui*se,  were  rare 

^ enough  on  either  election-day. 
The  free-State  party  had  taken  a  stride  still  longer,  in 
pursuing  their  purpose  to  bring  the  issue  of  popular   rights 
directly  before  the  North  and  their  sympathizing  friends  in 
^e  coming  Congress.     An  offshoot  from  their  latest  Topeka 
fif^thering  was  a  solemn  delegate  convention,  to  meet  in  the 
®^>iae  town,  with  the  intent  of  forming  a  State  Constitution, 
^■ici  applying  at  once  for  admission  into  the  Union.     Dele- 
S^tes  were  chosen  to  this  convention  on  tlie  same  day  that 
^^^Oer  was  voted  for;  and,  near  the  end  of  ^l^^october'ia- 
'^^^^txth,  began  a  session  which  lasted  until  Novem-   Novem- 
'^^*'  llth.     Radical,  revolutionary  even,  thdugh  their       ^ 
^^^^^i*se  might  be,  these  settlers  were  by  no  means  the  negro- 
^"^^ir^hippers  Missouri  took  thorn  for,  but  crusted  with  con- 
^^*v-atism  to  the  usual  thickness  fashionable  in  these  days 
^^^^Ong  plain  citizens,  who  loved  the  Union  first  and  liberty 
.^*^t;^^.^ards.      Their  choice  of   Reeder   had    indicated   that 
^^^•-Xglas  Democrats,  who  would  practise  as  they  preached, 
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were  welcome  brethren.     James  H.  Lane,  who  presided  ove^K:  r 
this  convention,  and  had  gained  previously  a  considerabl^^vHe 
influence,  was,  like  nearly  half  of  the  delegates,  a  nation  ii^  ^1 
Democrat,  and  one  who,  in  his  affection  for  the  old  flag,  wa^^fc-AB 
quite  willing  to  fritter  away  time  in  trying  to  convince  obtusL.^    ift 
borderers  that  he  cared  very  little  for  the  negro.     A  pioneer  -^r 
from  Indiana,  of  military  experience,  and  not  without  fail 
talente  in  the  rough.  Lane  clashed  occasionally  with  Robin-, 
son,  a  man  of  admirable  reserve  and  sagacity,  who  had  ] 
anti-slavery  convictions  besides.     Robinson  defeated  a  pro— ^ci30- 
posal  from  the  Lane  faction,  that  the  convention  should  in-^ 
dqrse  the  Nebraska  bill ;  and  a  tolerably  good  Constitution 
whichwproposed  to  eradicate  slavery  gently  in  the  course  o:^ci»f 
twoyears,  was  finally   adopted.      Negroes,  bond  or  free^^^^e, 
were  excluded  alike ;  and  there  were  other  features  of  th»  ^c±e 
plan  which  pursued  Lane's  favorite  idea  of  showing  mankinc^  .^eikI 
that  they  who  wished  to  make  Kansas  a  free  State  were  no  ^dsot 
the  fanatics  they  were  thought.*     On  the  15th  of  December^r -r, 
_        ,      this  Topeka  Constitution  was  ratified  at  the  pdl  .K"  Js 
by  1,731  to  46;  pro-slavery  legitimists  and  voter^^n 
of  the  pro-slavery  towns  ignoring  it  altogether.! 

It  so  happened  tliat  Wilson  Shannon,  of  Ohio,  the  ne^^  ^w 

governor,   whom   President   Pierce  had  sent  out  to  supeK^  -^r- 

sede  Heeder,  arrived  at  Shawnee  Mission  in  earIK'  'Ir 

SeptemiMT..,  i  xt  ^  ^  .  ' 

September,     lie  was  a  raiin  of  good  repute,  whc 

besides   other    honorable    trusts,    had    twice    held   office 

governor  of  his  State.     As  one  of  the  Ohio  representativa 

in  Congress,    lie  had   voted  for  the  Douglas   bill,  and  lo 

his  re-election  in  consequence.     The  free-State  moveme^^^it 

had  gained  headway,  witli    the   aid  of  Reeder's  influenc-^-^^» 

before    this   new  .governor    appeared   on   the   scene;    am=3*^ 

Shannon,  though   meaning  well,  began  his  rule  by   puttirr=^S 

himself  at  once  so  unequivocally  on  the  side  of  the  slav       '^^ 

holders  and  the  Dogberry  legislature  of  Shawnee  Missiorr      *^' 

before  allowing  himself  time   to  look  into  the  difficult  su^^^*-^ 

•  This  whole  matter  of  negro  exclusion  was  finally  referred  to  the  J 
settlers,  who  voted  by  nearly  three  to  one  to  keep  negroes  out. 
t  Newspapers ;  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  5. 
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of  the  situation,  that  the  career  of  pacifier,  which  he  would 

s^terwards  have  preferred,  was  denied  to  him.     Revolution- 

^tB,  traitors,  fomentors  of  civil  war,  he  proclaimed,  in  an 

intenoperate  speech  at  Leavenworth,  were  all  who  had  gone 

counter  to  the  legitimate  legislature  and  tried  to^^ 

-.^4.  x./^^.  ^  ^1    .  ^      A     J   .L       November. 

^t   up   a  constitution   of  their  own.*     And  true 

was  it,  indeed,  that  Douglas's  boasted  principle  of  popular 

option  between  slavery  and  freedom  had  produced,  on  its 

very  first  practical  application  to  our  national  domain,  a 

collision  of  systems  so  violent  that  settlers  of  the  one  faith 

and  the  other  refused  to  live  in  harmony,  or  jueld  obedience 

to  the  wishe3  of  the  majority  on  either  side.     Between  the 

Shairnee  Mission   legislature  and  the   Topeka  convention 

was  forced   a  civil  war,   which  Congress  and  the  Federal 

Government,  so  far  from  indulging  in  the  luxurious  ease 

o^    non-intervention,  would  be  forced  to  assist  speedily  on 

the  one  side  or  the  other.     Those  miserable  expedients  by 

^liich  a  nation  seeks  to  push  aside  the  dreaded  duty,  make 

ita    task  in   the  end   a  hundred-fold  more  dangerous  and 

difficult. 

"He  political  tide  continued  to  run  against  the  adminis- 

*^^tion  in   the   Northern  States,  as  it  had   been 

'Zoning   ever  since    the   repeal    of   the  Missouri 

^inpromise.     Old  statesmen  of  moderate  views  were  swept 

*®'^e :  new  men  took  the  current,  too  earnest  or  else  too 

^^t^Ow-ininded  to  accommodate ;  the  coining  era  called  for 

^^Urage  more  tlian  the  negotiating  disposition.     But  it  was 

^*'y  hard  to  fuse  the  incongruous  fragments  of  opposition, 

*^^  hardest  of  all  to  induce  old  Whig  compromisers,  whose 

l^'^t  association   had  been  with  the  highest  talents  and  re- 

l^^^tability,  and  who  C(»ntinued  firm  in  the  tradition  that 

^^t^  could  be  no  enduring  Union  without  self-abasement, 

y^  *iaingle  in  the  meaner   heterogeneous  company  of  hare- 

^^ned   theorists,  one-idea   enthusiasts,  radicals,  and    un- 

P^txcipled    adventurers,    who    had    no    national   standing. 

*  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  6. 
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nioqgli  NfttlTe- Amerioantam  had  aa  Uttle  to  boaat  of  in 
way  of  great  atateamen  aa  any  political  movement  onr 
ever  alDliated  with,  its  leaden  had  the  ready  wit  to 
flieae  dd-f aahioned  Unlon-aayen,  to  whom  the  tlmea 
ao  ont  of  Joint    It  lamented  all  agitation  aa 
and  apread  its  national  winga  like  thoae  of  oor 
birdi  ao  that  one  pinion  should  point  over  each 
June  a  national  Know-Nothing  oonvention  had  been  held 
Philadelphia,  with  doaed  doora;  its  aeeret  majority 
termined  to  ign<»e  the  qoeation  of  slavery  in  the 
and  make  no  grievance  of  the  Miaaoori  compromiae 
This  action  led  Henry  WOaon,  Thomaa  Ford,  and 
-other  Northern  delegatea  of  inflnenoe  to  aeoede  fkvim 
<»der,  and  made  genuine  Free  Boilers  all  the  more  al 
ooa  to  break  the  party  np.    Bat  deploring  patiiota 
comed  it  as  a  bulwark  against  sectional  atrifie,  and  in 
rious  inconclusive  State  elections  of  the  preaent 
Massachusetts,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  and  even  in  New  T< 
— the  Know-Nothings  won  temp<»ary  trinmpha.    By 
ing  overboard  their  regalia  and  their  prindplea,  aa 
occasion  might  require,  they  kept  a  considerable  infloei 
among  the  milder  slave  States,  where  Whig  prepoasesaioci^m^ 
had  not  utterly  perished  ;  in  some  quarters  embracing  ^^sH 
good  Catholics  who  were  native-born ;  in  others,  welcomii==>S 
all  citizens  of  foreign  birth  whose  religion  was  Protest  mi  ^*t. 
Two  State  elections  of  the  present  year  excited  mno^^ 
national  interest.      Virginia,  tried  of  old-fogydom,  choc:  ^^^ 
Henry  A.  Wise  governor,  after  a  spirited  canvsi— w 
which  made  reform  its  watchword.     The  victoc^  ^ 
was  a  Democratic  one,  by  which  Native-Americans  wu-  """^ 
worsted ;  but  Wise,  as  a  man  of  active  and  ambitious  e=='  O' 
ergy,  original   and  vigorous,  whose   prime  had  long  be^^n 
eclipsed  in  the  clouds  of  Tylerism,  gave  hope  of  a  brillia— -»  o^ 
and  independent  career,  which   experience   unhappily  ^Ki^ 
f^^.       uot  realize.     In  Ohio,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  that  spl^^'O* 
did  Democrat  who  had  confronted   the  DongK  aa 
bill  in  the  Senate,  led  the  anti- Nebraska  boat  to  a  ncM:^^^ 
victory  under  the  Northwestern  and  Jeffersonian  style        o^ 
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*^  Bepablican."  Here  Native- AmericaDs  were  kindly  con- 
ciliated ;  and  Ford,  the  bolting  delegate  of  that  order  at 
Fliiladelphia,  took  the  second  place  on  the  combined  ticket 
for  a  genuine  anti-slavery  victory.  Chase's  election  as 
governor  over  Medill,  the  Democratic  candidate,  by  a 
plurality  nearly  as  great  as  that  by  which  Pierce  prevailed 
over  Scott  for  President  three  years  earlier,  and  that,  too, 
in  the  face  of  hunker  Whigs  who  interposed  a  candidate  of 
their  own,  was  the  biilliant  omen  of  the  year.* 

The  thirty-fourth  Congress  met  as  a  divided  legislature, 
the  Senate  under  control  still  of  the  administra-^ 
^on,  but  the  House  in  the  hands  of  adversaries. 
Tvfo  pure  marble  wings  of  the  new  capitol  extension,  a 
northern  and  a  southern  one,  were  seen  approaching  their 
completion ;  but  ere  the  new  symmetry  of  this  temple  could 
be  complete,  the  whole  central  round  would  need  rebuilding. 
W'hat  new  and  loftier  dome  was  destined  to  replace  the  old 
cupola,  too  squat,  too  contracted,  to  befit  an  expanding 
a^e?    These  things  were  an  allegory. 

Recall  in  that  north  chamber  of  oratory,  to  be  tenanted 
a  brief  space  longer,  the  great  statesmen  departed, — Clay, 
W'ebster,  Calhoun,  Forsyth,   Wright,  and  the  lesser  breth- 
ren of  the  tomb.     Of  their  compeers  now  retired,  Benton, 
Tyler,  Rives,  and   Corwin   were   among   the  living.     Cass 
still  sat  in  this  body,  somnolent  and  blinking,  but  a  healthy 
veteran,  with  unwiinkled  face  ;  Clayton,  jovial  to  life's  close ; 
the  generous  Bell;  Crittenden,   older  and  sadder  as  time 
^ent  on,  like  one  whose   thoughts  were  in  the  retrospect. 
^^  younger  men,  Toombs,  Douglas,  Slidell,  Hamlin,  Hale, 
^'^d  Seward,  were  faces  familiar.     Recent  elections  by  the 
^tate   legislatures  had    made   some   changes  in  this  body, 
^'ulell  had  been  re-elected  for  a  new  term ;  so,  too,  had 
^^Ward,  and  that,  too,  in  the  teeth  of  an   opposition   by 
^atiYe- Americans  which  was  mean  and  spiteful.     Massa- 


^      See   Tiibone  Almanac,  1856.     Chase's  plurality  over  Medill  was 
>^WsQ(.     xhe   legislature  chosen  was  Bepuhlican  hy  more  than  two  to 
^*^-       See  Final  Notes. 


U,  foraaking  {wv  proud  traditions,  gnva  tltc'scaf 

er  had  once  occupied  to  tbe   Natick  cobbler,  I 

k,  Free  Soil  Whig,  Free  Soil   Kuow- Nothing,  ai 

—  tigable    ivorker    in   siicti  temporary   eoalitiona  si 

It  Sumner  to  tlie  Senate  before  bin] ;  •   it  was  tin 

Kverett  biid  lately  resigned,  wbose   pulitica  wei 

euongh  for  those   tempestuous  times,  nnd  wh' 

^—  sd  an  exneting  constituency  by   being  unfortui 

^^1  when  the  roll  wftB  railed    on    the   Kansa^-Ncb 

^^M  mm  Old  Bent   Lyman  Trnmbnll,    a  flligbtq  k&en- 

^PTnan,    of   broad   intellectual   gmsp,   and    an    anti-Neb 

I      Democrat.     A uti- Nebraska   ohanges   had  oecnrred   m 

J      cousin    and  loy^tx.     William   l*itt  Fcsaenden^  of  MainCf 

I       earnest  and   refined  face,  was  a   champion  of   frec<lom 

I      earlier  ehoaen.     Among  other  anti-Nebraska  senators 

I      Hamlin,  Fesaendeu's  colle^i^ue,  Wade,  of  Ohio,  ami 

W      and    Gollamer,    of    Vermont,       AdminislTution     Heme 

were  in   a  dcoreaaing  majonty-     Atchison   having  all 

withdrawn    from   Congre^wioual   life,   Jesse  D.    Hrigb 

Indiana,  one  of  the  most  constant  parasites  of  slavery. 

chosen  to  preside  in  his  place. 

Turmoil  and  contention  marked  rather  the  other 
of  Congress,  where  the  wreck  and  dissolution  of  ok 
tional  parties,  which  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  hast 
had  set  floating  a  large  and  discordant  opposition, 
wonderful  the  change  in  this  House  of  Representatives 
the  memorable  measures  of  1850.  Virginia  and  South 
olina,  it  is  true,  had  not  varied  much  in  their  delegati 
while,  on  Georgia's  list,  Cobb  and  Stephens  were  stil 
most  conspicuous,  both  hardening  into  aggressive  pro-sh 
Democrats,  and  flinging  concession  aside.  But  New  Enj 
and  the  middle  States  had  greatly  changed  in  the  comph 
of  their  Representatives,  while  the  roll  of  the  great  N 
west  spangled  all  over  with  strange  names.  Strange 
national  life  and  to  one  another  answered  as  their  n 

*  Wilson  sat  in  the  preceding  session,  sacceediug  Boclcwel 
Whig  appointed  by  Governor  Washburn  upon  Everett's  resignatioi 
chosen  by  the  legislature  over  Winthrop. 
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were  called, — the  earliest  fragments  of  leadership   thrown 
out  in  the  late  political  upheaval,  and  men  for  the  most  part 
of  Ho  lasting  fibre.     With  such  a  House,  sensitive  to  an  inner 
rivalry  between  the  foes  to  the  administration  of  Free  Soil 
Aod  Enow-Nothing  proclivities,  a  long  and  unprecedented 
struggle  took  place  for  the  choice  of  a  Speaker, 
which  occupied  two  months  of  the  session.     For,  December  3- 
^rtUle  Anti-Nebraska  men  had  the  clear  Plurality  j^^^^^^Lg 
over  administration  Democrats,  a  third  set,  consist- 
ing of  Whigs  and  Southern  Know- Nothings,  foes  to  all  agita- 
tion, could  deprive  them  of  a  majority.     Not  less  than  five 
candidates  registered  on  the  first  ballot :  William  A.  Rich- 
ardson,   Democrat,  of   Illinois,    74;    Lewis   D.   Campbell, 
Antd-Nebraska,  of  Ohio,  53;    Humphrey  Marshall,  Demo- 
crat and  Know-Nothing,  of   Kentucky,  30 ;    Nathaniel  P. 
Banks,  Anti-Nebraska,  of  Massachusetts,  21 ;  and  Henry 
M,  Fuller,  National   Know-Nothing,  of  Pennsylvania,  17 ; 
^^esides  twenty-nine  scattering  votes  for  various  other  can- 
^ttclates.      Twenty-three   ballots   were  cast  with  about  the 
same  result,  excepting  that  the   National   Know-Nothings 
slowly  concentrated  upon  Fuller.     Before  the  twenty-fourth 
Fallot  was  cast,  Campbell,  on  the  7th  of   December,  with- 
^^'^w,  having  polled  his  full  strength,  and  the  Anti-Nebraska 
'^^Uibers  united  upon  Banks,  whose  antecedents  and  charac- 
^^  t»ade  him  a  more  acceptable  candidate.     Banks  was  the 
P'^oduct  of  Massachusetts    coalition,  which    brought  other 
*^lf*niade  men,  like  himself,  into  great  prominence,  whose 
^^t   political  record  was  a  medley.      Early  in  life  a  factory 
^^y>  he  had  worked  his  way  forward,  much  aided  by  an  im- 
*^*^Beive  dignity  of  presence,   a  sonorous  utterance,  and  a 
^^arkable  capacity  for  bein;^  popular  with  all  men.     Demo- 
^"^tic  in  sympathies,  he  had  yet  a  dash  of  conservatism  in 
^tion  which  suited  well  the  times.     Known  in  these   next 
^^    years  as  the  "inm   man/'    and  having  both  civil  and 
^^litary  aptitude  for  administration  Banks  ])romi»ed  a  career 
H^ite  remarkable,   which  hidden  limitations  kept  him  from 
^chieving  to  the  full  extent,  the  soil  being  more  rich  than 
'p ;  but  be  was  always  a  good  citizen.     Though  commeno- 
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ing  now  but «  saoond  term  in  CoDgress,  he  had  pre^ide^l  is 
Us  nattve  Stale  in  kgiilature  aod  conveution  wiLb  rar^  tACt 
and  eelf*poiie.  CSieeved  by  hia  admirable  betinu^f  Banks's 
•npportare  stood  txwfy  by  bim,  now  that  tbe  struggle  bo^oo 
in  eameet;  bat  siz  votes  were  wan  ting  at  th^  bet^t  to  secun 
hfm  »  majoritj.  BiohardsoD,  the  DcmociatJc  competitori 
wittidreir  foranany  on  tlii^  23d  of  January,  taking  bb  la«t 
dkaaoes  apon  flie  one  hundred  and  tvventy-»ecx>nd  ballot 
The  fitaide  of  flie  adnrfnlhtration  next  united  upon  James  X.- 
Ofr,  of  Soatfa  Cardina;  but  notbiDg  was  gained  by  tha 
ohange.  No  candidate  oould  g^un  a  majority;  and,  various 
other  expedients  falling,  it  was  rt^so^ved,  on  tiie  2d  of  Fe1>- 
loaiy,  that,  after  three  more  tueff tactual  bullots,  a  plurality 
sbmild  electa  The  one  hundred  aad  ILtrty- third  ballet 
broQ^t  Banks  aooordiogly  into  the  chab^  by  a  vote  of  103,— 
WliUam  Aiken,  a  rioe  plantt^r  of  South  Cumliua,  aod  a  Iq  val 
dtisenwitboat reproach,  rect^iving  100  aa  the  uc-xt compettLor^ 
while  11  votes  remained  soatt^red^  William  CuUoni*  «f 
Tennessee,  was  chosen  clerk,  and  legislation  began  its  tardtf 
course.  It  was  to  the  credit  of  the  House  that,  throogh  ^ 
this  lengthy  controversy,  there  bad  been  no  personal  violenoe, 
no  breach  of  decorum.* 

The  new  Speaker's  appointments  were  fairly  and  judieioa0>iS 
made.  Campbell  was  the  chairman  of  the  ways  and  meaiB^ 
and  besides  Quitman,  of  Mississippi,  who  now  appeared  ^ 
Congress  for  tiie  first  time,  a  model  of  dignified  deoorom^ 
few  opponents  of  the  Anti-Nebraska  force  by  whom  Bam^ 
had  been  chosen  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  less  imp^'^ 
tant  committees.  Banks's  rulings  in  the  chair  were  impartt^^ 
and  not  one  of  his  decisions  while  his  term  lasted  appe^i^ 
to  have  been  overruled. 

Under  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  the  Preside  ^ 
^^^      had  sent  in  his  annual  message  on  the  last  day 
December  December,  and  while  the  House  remained  nm 
ganized.     It  was  received  and  read  ia  Ite  Sena^ 
but  the  House  laid  the  document  upon  the  table. 

*  Congrossional  Globe. 
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Xet  as  take  np  the  tale  of  foreign  relations  with  this  mes- 
age,  which  gave  precedence  to  the  situation  with  Great 
»ritain.  British  enlistments  for  the  Crimean  war  had  been 
ttempted  at  Philadelphia  and  other  Atlantic  cities,  in  viola- 
on  of  the  neutrality  laws.  But  our  administration  checked 
le  effort  vigorously,  and  demanded  the  recall  of  Minister 
'rampton,  who  was  implicated  in  the  offence.  Indeed,  there 
as  a  belligerent  tone  to  the  President's  message,  which  com- 
lamed  of  British  interference  in  the  affairs  of  this  continent 
esides.  The  British  West  India  squadron  had  been  rein- 
oiced  for  the  purpose,  as  London  journals  expressed  it,  of 
applying  the  ability,  which  the  American  government  seemed 
o  lack,  of  enforcing  its  own  laws  against  Southern  filibus- 
ering.  Our  President's  message  was  peremptory  in  tone, 
•nd  gave  prominence  to  the  misunderstanding  which  had 
risen  between  the  two  countiies  over  the  interpretation  of 
he  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty.*  But  the  excitement  soon  sub- 
ided.  The  British  ministry  disavowed  such  hostile  intent 
»f  its  West  Indian  squadron  as  the  London  journals  imputed, 
Ad  admitted  that  in  the  affair  of  enlistments  the 
United  States  had  sti'ong  grounds  of  complaint, 
^hile  the  Queen's  speech,  when  Parliament  opened  in  Jan- 
ary,  1856,  made  no  allusion  to  relations  with  the  United 
tates,  the  ministry  made  soothing  explanations.  * '  There 
no  country,"  said  the  Earl  of  Derby  iu  the  House  of  Lords, 
with  which  Great  Britain  is  so  closely  bound,  and  none 
ith  which  a  war  would  be  so  mutually  suicidal."  t  After 
^me  further  correspondence  with  Great  Britain  over  the  re- 
fitment question,  our  government  dismissed  Min- 
^r  Crampton  and  the  British  consuls  at  New  York,  *^* 
^Uadelphia,  and  Cincinnati.     England  had  proposed  arbi- 

'  ^tq)ra,  p.  262. 

^  S«e  newspapers  of  the  day.  American  journals  stated  that  the  British 
■^tment  difficulty  and  the  determination  to  demand  Minister  Cramp- 
*^  recall  was  the  true  reason  why  the  President's  message  was  sent 
*  Congress  hefore  the  end  of  Decemher.  Its  publication  was  made 
^  In  season  to  go  at  once  by  steamer  to  Great  Britain,  and  circulate  in 
^     coontry  before  the  assembling  of  Parliament  in  the  latter  part  of 
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trmtioiijHi  tiieCcailral  Amcncan  imbroglio,  but  our  PreskM^ 
decUned  to  sohndt  ILg  iDU^rpretation  of  the  ClaytoD-Bul^pj 
tratty  to  a  third  power. 

▲merioan  poliey  in  tbt^  Central  Americnn  region  w^b  noi, 
after  all,  so  disinteiested  or  hunmne  ibat  foreign  n^thm 
ahonld,  iMTe  felt  forced  to  respect  it.  Our  SouUicni  st'hwl 
of  atateemea  rapidly  advanced  in  its  apotheosis  of  i\n*  8u:cod 
pedi^pnee.  Fhiloeopliic  fliibnetcring,  agreeably  to  tlie  vi^wx 
of  tiie  day,  mlj^t  be  defined  as  the  ab«oq>tioti  of  vcaktt 
races  by  the  aUt>iiger,  in  futSbnent  of  some  taw  of  nutunl 
snrviYal.  "IbeUeve,"  wrote  Quitman^  while  framiug  Ihe 
platform  which  dected  him  to  the  present  HouBe,  ^*  tJint  tbr 
institation  of  slavery  is  not  only  right  and  proper,  but  \ht 
natural  and  oonnsl  conditioD  of  the  superior  and  iufenor 
raices  when  in  contact;"'  as  '^the  chief  element"  of  our 
oonntry's  proq>erity,  it  should  have  tlie  foet^Ting  care  of  Ih* 
general  goTemment;  and  it  is  '^aright  and  duty*'  rot  to 
restrain  bat  to  enco^tragt^  the  Caucasian  white  raee  U>  carrVi 
permanently,  civilization  and  progress  to  the  rich  atid  ft*rtil<^ 
countries  south  of  us.* 

Upon  some  such  theory,  no  doubt,  of  his  exalted  nn«- 
sion,  had  William  Walker,  after  his  first  discomfitarf  i^ 
Lower  California,!  levied  private  war    anew    in    the  mo'* 
auspicious  and   remote  domain   of   Nicaragua*     Its  iat^ 
oceanic  importance,    exaggerated   in  those  days,   teiDf>trtl 
private  amateurs,  like  nations,  to  essay  the   conqueror,    Bj 
profession  a  doctor  aud   journalist.  Walker,  like  Houstoai 
whom  he  emulated,  was   a  vagrant  from  Tennessee,  tlougl* 
identified  more  lately  with   California.     Lending  himself  to 
one  of  those  inauiTectiouary  chieftains,  in  fflw** 
these  Spanish- American  republics  so  unfortnoatdj 
abounded,  he  arrived  in  the  summer  of  1855,  with  a  band  <^ 
congenial  adventurers  from  the  United   States,   and,  afte* 
some  trivial  fights,  contrived  to  get  a  peace  patched  up  ^^ 
October  which  recognized  Rivas,  the  head  of  the  f  actioo  ^ 


•  2  Claiborne's  Quitman,  211. 
t  Suprat  p.  2JH. 
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erved,  as  president,  and  himself  as  commander-in-chief, 
^or  a  season  all  went  swimmingly.  Southern  adventurers 
lastened  as  I'ecruits  of  the  Nicaraguan  army ;  and,  while  our 
laK-sympathizing  administration  searched,  prosecuted,  and 
asserted  the  neutrality  laws  with  noisy  activity  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  American  filibusters  sailed  with  little 
or  no  hindrance  from  New  Orleans  and  San  Fran- 
cisco to  join  the  new  standard  of  invasion.  Walker,  by 
TirioQS  plundering  contrivances,  managed  to  supply  his  fol- 
lowers with  money,  clothing,  and  munitions ;  Rivas  was 
chosen  President  of  Nicaragua  by  some  pretentious  poll  of 
tiie  people,  but  his  sway  was  merely  nominal,  and  Walker 
himself  was  the  real  ruler  of  Nicaragua.  Father  Vijil,  a 
priest,  was  next  despatched  to  Washington,  as  diplomatic 
agent,  and  the  question  was  whether  to  receive  him  offi- 
dally,  and  thus  recognize  the  Walker  govern- 
ment.  The  cabinet  was  divided  on  the  question,  *^* 
Marcy  strongly  resisting;  but  Pierce  yielded  to  the  pro- 
slavery  pressure,  and  on  the  14th  of  May  received  the  false 
minister  with  distinction  and  cordiality.*  Southern  con- 
servatives, like  Northern  men,  condemned  the  President's 
precipitate  stop,  which,  as  we  shall  soon  see,  did  not  keep 
talker  propped  long  in  his  usurpation.! 

But  these  foreign  topics  were  but  of  minor  consequence 
in  presence  of  that  inner  turbulence  which  could  not  be 
qnelled.  Territorial  sovereignty  took  the  foreground  in  all 
inen's  thoughts ;  should  Kansas  come  in  a  free  or  a  slave 
State,  was  the  burning  question  of  the  day.  Through 
lumber,  our  administration  had  reserved  its  views.  Gov- 
^or  Shannon's  request  for  regular  troops  to  assist  him  in 
^oppressing  the  outlaws  induced  no  immediate  action.  In 
'^'s  annual  message,  our  young  Hyperion  passed  Kansas  by 
•nth  a  brief  and  sober  suggestion.  But  late  in 
January,  and  while  the  House  was  still  casting  its  *^'""^* 
'^Jtless  ballots  for  Speaker,  Pierce   sent  into  Congress  a 

Resident's  spooial  messivjje ;  Coiip^ressional  Globe. 
Newspapers;  Congressional  Globe. 
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qpecdai  meiMge  zeyiewing  tbe  whola  situaUoo  in  Kanss^^ia, 
and  leeommending  a  draatio  tnatmeiit.  The  vrUole  toue  ^»/ 
tUa  dooament  waa  intenaely  partiaaai  and  ofifeusive  to  au^Ki^ 
alavery  aeattment;  it  aaaailed  Beeder^  denounced  the  eE=r»^ 
Igrant  aid  aodetiea,  apheld  the  l^ialature  of  Sh&w^uee  MEL  ^- 
aio&y  with  all  its  medittral  enpetmenti,  as  a  lawful  TxkI  ^^i 
however  fraadnlent  might  have  been  lis  origin,  and  tn^- 
peadied  the  whole  free-State  movement  a^  treasonable,  tftji« 
machination  of  a  party  and  ^ot  the  people^  which,  if  od« 
reaohingthepointof  organised reaiatanoe,  the  Federal  gorer 
ment  maat  poeitively  aappieaa.  In  ahort^  thia  in 
groand  opon  the  strict  letter  of  legalitj,  ignwing  aH  i 
of  th0  majority's  wishes  or  of  moral  right.  Anti-Na 
men  listened  to  its  strain  of  scolding  censoie  with  1 
amacement.* 

This  waa  a  year  of  incidents  that  made  tlie  blood  < 
The  President's  openmg  message,  whidi  diaeouwed  ^ 
great  length  upon  constitational  government,  diqpeosed  t 
reprimand  to  Massachasetts  for  obstructing  the  fogitiv^^ 
slave  law.  That  law  still  worked  its  fool  ends  in  ottm^er 
States ;  for  almost  the  very  day  that  this  Kansas  messagg 
was  read  in  the  two  Houses,  a  few  fugitives,  who  la^id 
crossed  the  Ohio  river,  were  arrested  on  the  free  soil  ^ 
Cincinnati;  and  a  negro  mother,  one  of  the  arrested  baisd* 
killed  her  sucking  child  rather  than  have  it  sent  bade  to 
bondage.  Debates  in  Congress  on  the  Kansas  qnestiom 
inflamed  by  the  Executive  tirade,  were  bitter  in  tb.^^ 
scope  and  strongly  personal.  Charles  Sumner  oondoA^ 
a  brilliant  and  elaborate  philippic  in  the  Sen^^^ 

^^  '  on  the  20th  of  May,  having  commented  sever^J 
in  the  course  of  it  upon  the  conduct  of  Butler,  of  Soa:^^ 
Carolina,  and  other  opponents  in  the  chamber.  His  sh*-'^ 
struck  deeply,  for  he  sent  them  straight  and  polished  ^ 
the  point  with  all  the  force  of  a  scornful  scholarship;  ^i>d 

*  Congressional  Globe ;  message,  Jan.  21, 1SS6,  It  was  gonerallr  ^ 
lieved  that  Gushing  and  Jefferson  Davis  of  his  adyiaert  aided  the  I^  ^^ 
ideut  in  the  preparation  of  this  message,  and  that  it  aerred  at  Plei-  *^'' 
bid  for  a  renomiuation  at  the  approaching  convention. 
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«  for  that  very  reason  others  were  provoked  to  trans- 
as  he  had  not  done,  the  bounds  of  parliamentary 
unt.  Two  days  after  this  speech  the  Senate  had 
aed  early,  and  Sumner  sat  writing  alone  at  his  desk, 
wo  hot  Carolinians  of  the  House — Brooks  and  Keitt — 
1  the  folding  doors,  each  armed  with  a  cane.  ^^  You 
belled  the  State  of  South  Carolina  aud  my  aged  rela- 
laid  the  former,  who  was  a  nephew  of  Senator  Butler ; 
efore  the  Senator  could  rise  from  his  seat,  he  struck 
>lently  upon  the  head  with  his  cane,  following  this  by 
iter  blow  upon  his  victim's  person,  until  Uie  thick 
>ercha  weapon  was  broken  to  pieces ;  while  Sumner, 
ered  by  the  very  first  stroke,  fell  bleeding  and  uncon- 
to  the  floor,  from  which  friends  hastening  into  the 
er  removed  him.  Brooks,  before  whom  Keitt  had 
shed  his  cane  to  keep  others  off,  was  seized  and  quieted, 
r  years  was  the  Massachusetts  Senator  able  to  resume 
>lic  duties ;  he  travelled,  and  visited  Europe  for  med- 
ief ;  but  the  legislature  of  his  State,  in  the  meantime, 
1  a  just  sense  of  this  outrage  upon  the  freedom  of  de- 
f  re-electing  him  for  a  new  term  and  suffering  his  desk 
ain  unoccupied. 

poison  of  caste  and  false  chivalry  which  slavery  had 
d  into  our  national  politics  was  revealed  by  the  inert- 
dth  which  Sumner's  fellow-Senators  regarded  this 
^ful  assault.  Douglas,  who  was  on  the  scene  in  time 
jrfere,  explained  that  his  motives,  had  he  done  so, 
have  been  misconstrued.  Slidell  excused 
f  similarly;  Toomlis  admitted  that  be  had 
snded  the  assault;  wliile  Butler,  whose  absence,  when 
r  spoke  severely  of  him,  had  served  the  excuse  of 
(*s  infliction,  distinctly  iutimate<l  in  a  speech  upon  his 
that  he  would  like  to  have  comjieted  with  his  "  gallant 
e  "  for  the  glory  of  chastising  the  offender.  Brooks 
f  challenged  Sumner's  colleague,  Henry  Wilson,  for 
ng  afterwards  of  the  affair;  and  Wilson,  while  refus- 
fight,  gave  notice  that,  if  bodily  attacked,  he  was 
ed  to  defend  himself.     The  action  taken  by  Congress 
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to  vindicate  its  own  honor  fell  qaite  short  of  the  occasion. 
On  the  evening  after  the  assault  was  committed,  the  fie- 
publican  senators  met  and  agreed  what  to  do  if  no  Democrat 
should  move  an  investigation.     The  contingency  came  to 
pass ;  Wilson  stated  to  the  Senate  the  outrage  his  colleague 
had  suffered;    and,  after  a  dead  pause,  Seward  arose  to 
make  the  motion  which  only  Republicans  were  prepared  to 
offer.     The  Senate  elected  a  committee  to  investigate,  from 
which    all   Republicans  were    excluded,   and  which  finalJj 
shirked  the  whole  issue  by  denying  its  jurisdiction.    But 
the  House  took  up  the  breach  of  dignity  committed  acnw 
the  rotunda  by  two  of  its  own  members.     A  resolution  for. 
Brooks's  expulsion  failed  of  the  needful  two-thirds  vote, 
though  receiving  a  majority ;  but  Keitt  was  censured,  and 
both  Brooks  and  Keitt  resigned  their  seats.     Constituents  of 
the  Palmetto  State  held  to  their  own  false  code  of  honor,  and 
both  the  assailant  and  his  adjutant  were  re-elected  in  full  ap- 
proval.* 

Events  in  far-off  Kansas  hastened  rapidly  to  the  collision 
of  civil  war.     On  the  loth  of  January  following  the 
adoption  of   the  Topeka  constitution  by  the  free- 
State  settlers,    Charles    Robinson   was  chosen  governor  in 
pursuance  of  its  provisions,  and  a  free-State  legislatine  ^^' 
sembled  at  Topeka,  the    temporary  capital,  on    the  4tb  ^^' 
March,    but,   after  inaugurating   the   new  govenunent,  a^^' 
journed  to  July.     It  was  this  audacious   adaptation  of  tb^ 
new  dogma  of  squatter  sovereignty  that  roused  the  rage  oi 
the  President's  January  message,  of  which  we  have  spok^^' 
In  that  message  the  whole  Topeka  movement  was  denoun<^ 
as   an    act   of   rebellion ;    and    an  Executive  proclamation^ 
which  followed  on  the  11th   of  February,  gave  official  »"^ 
explicit  warning  that  all  such  opposition  to  tlie  lawful    ^^' 
thoiities  of  the  territory  would  be  put  down  by  the  milit^j 
arm   of    the    Union.      Governor    Shannon    was    authori^^ 
unequivocally    to   employ    our   reijuhirs    stationed    at   f  ^ 
Leavenworth,  to  force  upon  the  whole  body  of   inhabit^^ 

*  Newspapers  of  tbe  day:  2  Sewanl's  Biography  (18d6). 
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le  code  of  the  Shawnee  Mission  legislature.  In  all  this 
olicy  the  territorial  court,  officered  by  violent  minions 
f  slavery,  was  an  eager  ally.  Colonel  Sumner,  of  the 
Fnited  States  army,  forcibly  dispersed  the  Topeka  legisla- 
ire  when  it  reassembled.  Under  the  passionate  charge  of 
ecompte,  the  Chief  Justice,  who  would  have  graced  the 
9ck  better  than  the  bench,  Robinson,  Lane,  Heeder,  and 
tilers  conspicuous  in  the  free-State  movement,  were  indicted 
>T  high  treason ;  the  first-named  was  arrested  and  held  a 
ose  prisoner,  while  the  others  escaped.  A  grand  jury 
rand  bills  against  free-State  newspapers ;  and  an  obnox- 
»U8  deputy  being  shot  at  while  making  some  of  his  partisan 
rre^ts,  the  pro-slavery  settlers,  who  had  worked  them- 
dves  into  a  frenzy  to  ^^  clean  out  the  abolitionists,"  joined 
strange  posse  which  the  marshal  summoned  on  the  borders 
>  march  in  force  against  the  little  town  of  Lawrence.  A 
^ment  of  Southern  volunteers  brought  by  Buford  from 
^labama,  not  so  much  to  colonize  as  to  help  drive  out  North- 
rn  settlers  from  Kansas,  joined  the  armed  and  unruly  gang 
lat  pretended  to  aid  the  service  of  civil  process.  The 
awrence  settlers  were  leaderless;  in  vain  did  they  yield 
eaceably  to  the  marshal  and  his  arrests,  surrendering  be- 
des  their  cannon  and  arms.  The  posse  broke  pellmell  into 
le  town,  with  riot,  plunder,  and  devastation.  Brutally 
ratliful  against  inanimate  symbols  of  freedom,  they  bat- 
red,  blew  up,  and  burned  the  free-State  hotel  of  the  place, 
'Stroyed  tbe  printing-presses,  committed  Robinson's  dwell- 
g  to  the  flames,  and,  like  true  rogues  in  grain,  robbed  and 
Qsacked  the  stores  and  private  houses  with  unwashed 
nds.*  Such  was  the  calamity  which  befell  the 
tie  town  planted  by  New  England  care  and  capi- 
k  on  the  very  day  after  Sumner  had  sp^iken  that  si>eech 
the  Senate  fl<x)r,  for  which  he  was  laid  weltering  in  his 
>od.  It  might  be  in  the  name  of  judicial  process,  or  it 
gbt  be  in  the  name  of  offen<led  honor,  but  slavery  upheld 
'  cause  spontaneouHly  with  the  same  barbarous  weapons. 

*  See,  more  fully,  Spring'!  Kmniat,  cs.  6,  7. 
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!Pbc  lurid  tableaux  of  popular  sovereignty  m  Kansas  Trerc 
watched  from  Wftshington  witb  nervous  sus^pense.  Apats 
on  each  aide  of  the  politico]  conflict  bovered  about  the  bb- 
Uea  of  tlie  capitol :  Lane  on  belialf  of  the  couvention  otct 
which  he  had  presided,  with  a  memorial  asking  the  immdl^ 
•to  udmiasion  of  Kanaas  to  the  Union  under  the  Topeiu 
OoHBtitution  J  Stringfellow,*  for  the  Miss<.mri  partj^  t'' 
^^  urge  men  of  the  South  to  be  up  and  doing,  lest  tiw 

jugr-  ^**g^jjp^  i^^  i^g^^  Ij^  ii^Q  Honae,  though  half  tbe  dt* 
yfU^d  force  of  its  Native  Americans  engaged  in  deu3<>r*l«- 
ing  for  the  Union's  aake,  strong  sympathy  develojted  t<f 
**  bleeding  Kansas,"  whose  free  consent  the  adminiatrAtkm 
with  iron  beei  seemed  bent  upon  enjshing.  Upon  snggeetitm 
of  the  contest  already  pending  between  Whitfield  and  Vimldl 
f<»a  i^eat  aa  delegate,  this  branch  sent  an  investigatin^rcoiu- 
ndUee  into  the  territory  to  report,  William  A»  HowaHi  ot 
]llAcigan>  John  Sherman^  of  Ohio,  and  Moidecai  OUver,  of 
MIffonri,  composed  thia  committee,— the  second  of  tbe  tiree* 
and  the  roost  indefatigable,  a  tiill,  pale  stripling  of  a  le^ 
lator,  new  to  fame  but  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  at  Kansas  City  on  tlie  Utii 
of  April;  and,  after  examining  three  himclred  and  tvrectT- 
thrce  witnesses,  representing  every  shade  of  politicivl  opiino«t 
whose  hnge  mass  of  testimony  was  piinted  and  circulated  in 
a  bulky  volume  by  order  of  the  House,  the  majority  of  the 
investigators,  Howard  and  Sherman,  made  an  elaborate  f^ 
port  late  in  the  sesBion  which  summed  up  the  testi- 
^'  mony  as  favorable  to  the  oppressed  settlers  i^^ 
the  free  States,  who  had  been  overborne  by  fraudulent  «^^ 
tions  and  a  fraudulent  legislature,  and  whose  antiHilavery  c*''*' 
stitution  not  only  embodied  the  will  of  a  genuine  majority  ^ 
the  actual  settlers,  but  had  been  framed  and  adopted  bj  ^ 
regular  means  as  the  chaotic  state  of  affairs  permitted-'t 


*  Stephens  writes,  referring  to  the  tatter's  sojourn  in  the  city:  " 
feUow  is  our  main  man  in  Kansas,  you  know."  Johnston's 
Stephens,  309. 

t  Congressional  Globe ;  Report  of  Kansas  Investigating  Commit*''^^ 
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In  fine,  the  shortest  way  oat  of  the  woods,  in  the  opinion 
»f  moat  Anti-Nebraska  members,  was  to  admit  Kansas  at 
nee  as  a  State,  with  its  Topeka  or  free-soil  constitution, 
>llowing  the  precedent  of  California.  A  bill  reported  to 
lat  effect  ia  the  House,  after  having  been  rejected  June  30th 
J  a  majority  of  one,  and  then  reconsidered,  passed  on  the 
1  of  July  by  a  majority  of  two,  stimulated  by  the 
ading  of  ^e  Kansas  investigating  committee's 
port,  and  by  a  further  disposition  to  draw  an  issue  with 
e  Senate.  For  in  this  latter  body,  ruled  by  the  adminis- 
ation  Democracy,  Douglas  had  reported  a  bill  on  that  same 
fth  of  June,  which,  forsaking  his  favorite  ground  of  non- 
tervention,  proposed  that  the  President  should  appoint  five 
•mmissioners  to  take  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  in  Kansas, 
»ld  an  election  under  their  own  arbitrary  supervision,  and 
t  things  in  order  for  a  new  territorial  convention  and  a 
iw  constitution  of  the  people.  This  bill  embodied  pro- 
isals  of  harmony  which  Toombs  had  offered  on  behalf  of 
e  South;  but  Anti-Nebraska  men  utterly  distrusted  the 
doerity  of  such  an  experiment,  and  placed  no  faith  in  the 
stice  of  the  President,  to  whom  the  whole  machinery  was 
as  confided.  The  Senate  passed  this  bill  at  early  dawn  of 
ily  3d,  after  an  all-night  session.*  The  response  of  the 
ouse,  a  few  houi-s  later,  was  the  passage  of  that  other  bill 

which  we  have  spoken,  admitting  Kansas  under  the  Topeka 
institution ;  and  that  bill,  on  the  8th,  the  Senate  rejected. 
The  session  closed  with  the  two  Houses  deadlocked  on 
.6  question  of  Kansas,  and  bristling  in  angry  opposition. 
L  the  popular  branch  neither  Whitfield  nor  Reeder 
as  allowed  to  sit  as  territorifil  delegate.      To  the  ^,™[j 
nmy  appropriation  bill  was  fastened  a  provision 
lat  no  regular  troops  should  be  employed  to  enforce  the 
iws   passed  by  the   territorial   legislature,  until   Congress 
hould  determine  whether  or  not  it  was  a  valid  assembly  ;  and 
bat  the  President,  moreover,  should  use  the  military  power 
Q  Kansas  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  genuine 

•  The  final  vote  stood  33  to  12.    Congressional  Globe. 
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ieMeni  i^^idnst  all  anued  vioteucc  from  non-resklenu.  T^/t# 
House  passed  abo  a  bill  uf  its  owu  for  reorgamziti{;  tlte  <.1is' 
tracted  territory  by  thi^  choice  of  a  new  locnl  k'^i^ihiturf^,  hy 
the  dismissal  of  all  oriminal  prosecutions  now  pendi^t^  for 
so-called  ttreason,  by  tbe  dtihtiii^sion  of  all  ternU>ria]  Un  ^  lu 
tiie  ai^nmral  of  Ck>ngrtB8f  antl  finally  by  restoring  the  svjIi- 
Terted  eompact  of  the  Mit^souri  compromise.  Such  a  t>illi 
of  course,  had  no  dumee  in  the  Sciiut«.  Finally,  Ur*  ]^^\> 
resenta^es  framed  other  uppropriation  aot8,  bo  thfit  ttc^^ta 
dollar  should  be  expended  for  the  political  profiecuti^jus 
wUoh  Leoompte,  the  Chief  Justice,  bud  directed,  nor  to  <it^ 
fray  tile  cost  of  the  false  legislature  of  Shawnee  Mission- 
By  meagre  majorities  the  House  ivccfled  nt  the  la^t  iiioit.^£»t 
from  these  latter  amendments;  Imt  t^^  the  army  hiil  pni^^iM) 
it  stubbornly  adhered.  Congiess  adjonrncd  at  early  tl*if- 
Ught  on  the  18th  of  Aot^ust  after  a  liiml  fifteen  boura*  B<>d&i«^, 
marised  with  unusual  sobriety*  "^ 

Tlie  army  approprkitian  bill  bad   failed,  and  the  Presi- 
August  dent,  in  consnqueuCLs   prtxjluimed   a   new   sesssi'^^u 

21-30.   immediately   to   meet   on   the   21flt,     The   spccinl 
session   convened   acofndingly j    and    for  several  days    tbe 
House  seemed  disposi^^l  to  adlierc  to  its  proviso  coneerniJi^ 
the  use  of  regular  troops,  while  the  Senate,  by  a  deoitl«d 
majority,    and  backed   liy   the    adnjiinsLration,    refused    to 
admit  it.     On  August  SOtli  the  House  committee  of  w»y* 
and  means  reported  oure  more  the  army  ftppropiiation  l'*^ 
in  its  objectionable  s]lnpt^   mul   tlie  Hntise   passed   it;    t^^ 
Senate  sent  it  back  with  uu  auieudmeut  which  struck  ^>*^^ 
the  proviso ;  and  the  House  at  last  concurring  by  a  v^*^ 
narrow  margin, f  the  army  bill  became  a  law,  and  Congi^^^* 
adjourned  the  same  day.     It  was  National  Americans  in  d^^ 
House  who  flinched  at  the  last  moment ;  of  the  Anti-Nebra^^^ 
members,  now  styled  Republicans,  every  man  stood  fji»-^^ 
The  two  sessions  were  memorable  ;  and,  if  not  accomplislB^*^® 
much  positive  good,  this  House  of  new,  negative,  and  o^o^^" 


*  Congressional  Globe, 
t  By  101  to  98. 


REPUBLICAN  PARTY  ORGANIZED.  846 

ace  men  had  stood  firm  against  formidable  evil,  and 
>ped  great  latent  energy .  Northern  sen ti  ment  had  relied 
on  brains  and  the  conciliating  bent  in  national  politics ; 
ickbone,  now,  might  count  for  something. 

months  before  the  adjournment  three  political  parties 
ited  three  distinctive  candidates  for  next  President  to 
loice  of  the  people.  There  was  the  proud  war-horse  of 
smocracy,  fast  bestridden  now  by  slavery ;  the  Native- 
ican  steed,  on  the  last  legs  of  sectional  accommodation ; 
liat  new  full-blooded  racer,  claiming  to  be  sired  by 
son  himself,  which  bore  the  traditional  name  '*  Re- 
lan. 

8  last  grand  organization  of  our  politics  seized  upon 
loicest  derelict  of  wrecked  and  abandoned  parties  to 
sanction  and  confidence  to  a  splendid  moral  reform 
only  the  headlong  degeneracy  of  the  age  could  ban  as 
iphical.  Its  motive  force  might  be  insensibly  expan- 
dangerous  to  the  permanency  of  systems  falsely  re- 
1  as  essential  to  the  permanence  of  the  Union;  but 
iggression  wakened  that  force  into  activity,  while  the 
creation  of  new  States  absorbed  for  the  present  its 
vitality  and  attention.  ''  Free  soil,  free  speech,  free 
and  free  men,"  watchwords  in  1848,  were  heard  once 
or,  more  immediately,  free  Kansas,  and  the  reconse- 
a  of  free  national  territory.  Ever  since  those  splendid 
in  Michigan  and  Ohio  on  the  Anti-Nebraska  issues, 
orthern  sentiment  had  been  growing  irresistibly  in  favor 
ew  national  party  founded  upon  the  great  proviso  of 
son,  and  bearing  the  name  he  most  cherished, 
ttsbui-g,  this  year,  on  the  22d  of  February,  ^*^*^ 
ites  met  to  lay  the  keel  of  a  national  Republican 
such  as  had  onginated  in  the  West,*  radicals  and  men 
iservative  type  combining.  The  veteran  Giddings  was 
Owen  Lovejoy,  the  brother  of  the  Alton  martyr, 
,  of  Indiana,   Chandler,  of  Michigan,  and  John   A. 

•  Supra,  p.  300. 
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King,  of  New  York,  fion  of  Rtifus,  the  Ulustrioua  FedemJitf/, 
whose  speech,  lately  exhumed,  on  the  Missouri  comprouiise, 
was  a  storehouse  of  histoncal  ar^meut  iti   favor  of  Cod- 
greflaional  regulation  in  the  ten  itoriea,     Tlie  lion  ainong  tL(*«f 
delegates  was  Francis  P.  Blair>  Jackson's  famous  editor  :Lrj(l 
a  SouthLTn  man,  who  hujicd,   like  others  from  the  \\>?.\tt 
states,  when  this  movement  was  first  oiganized,  th&t  tbe 
Missouri    line   would   be   eventually    restore*!.      Blaii  ww 
chosen  to  preside,  and  the  convention  put  forth  a  iou^  ami 
ably  written  exposition  of  the  pi'inciplea  and  purpoj^es  o( 
this  **  Republican"  party,*     A  party  convention  to  Dooii* 
nate  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presitieut  wiua  wn^    ' 
moned  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  on  the  17tli  of  June.     At  i!^ 
Federal  capital,  in  the  meantime,  Anti-Nebraska  memlJftT^ 
of  both  Houses  conferred  tc^etber  for  better  harmony  ;  a^dt 
in  a  notable  caucus  held  on  the  Uth  of  Marcbt^^ 
which  all  tlie  free  States  but  California  were  rep'^ 
sented,  the   inclination   strongly   shown  was  to  t^onduct  * 
Presidential  canvass  the  present  year  upon  the  single  i^^^ 
of  slavery  non-extensioup 

The  national  convention  of  the  RepubHcau  party  as^*"*^ 
bled  at  Philadelphia  pursuant  to  the  call  of     ^ 
Pittsburg  meeting,  whose  invitation  had  been  tr^l 
extended  to  all  who  thought  alike  upon  the  new  crisis  <>^ 
affairs,  *^  without  regard  to  past  political  differences  or  ^i^^' 
Bions."    Old  Whigs,  Wil mot-Proviso  Democrats,  and  '^^ 
Soilers  came  together,  but  the  slave  States  in  general    9^^ 
haughtily  back.     Henry  S.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  was  cb^=)^ 
chairman ;  and,  in  a  platform  full  of  felicitous  phrases^   ^^ 
convention,  strongly  affirming   its   allegiance  to  the  iO^- 
Btitution,  the  Union,  and  the  lights  of  States,  laid  A-^^ 
that  Congress  had  sovereign  power  over  the  national.     ^ 
ritories,  and  ought  to  exercise  that  power  not  to  ti-J^^ 
slavery,  but  to  prohibit  it.     This  doctrine,  which  prop-^^^ 
restoring  the  action  of   the  Federal  government  "  U^     ^ 
principles  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,"  was  happily  ilW'**' 


*  This  exposition  was  prepared  by  Henry  J.  Rajrmond,  of  New  Y< 
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Crated  by  coupling  together  as  subjects  for  Congressional 
iotenrention,  *^  those  twin  relics  of  barbarism, — polygamy 
and  slavery."  The  Ostend  circular  was  condemned  with  its 
**  highwayman's  plea  that  might  makes  light ;  "  and  the 
immediate  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  with  her 
free  Constitution  was  proclaimed  the  most  effectual  way  of 
restoring  the  violated  rights  of  her  citizens  and  ending  all 
local  strife.  An  informal  ballot  being  had  for  candidates, 
John  C.  Fremont,  of  California,  the  pathfinder,  led  strongly 
for  President,  and  nearly  all  the  votes  being  cast  in  his 
favor  on  a  first  foi*p[ial  ballot,  his  nomination  was  made 
unanimous.*  For  Vice-President,  a  conservative  citizen, 
William  L.  Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  was  nominated  in  the 
same  harmonious  spirit. 

While  the  various  elements  opposed  to  slavery  expansion 
were  thus  smoothly  and  skilfully  kneaded  into  the  new 
Republican  party, — its  principles  and  platform  tending  to 
that  fostering  expenditure  for  public  objects  which  Clay 
had  always  inculcated,  but  of  which  Jacksonian  Democrats 
disapproved,  and  its  inspiration  coming  from  strong  gov- 
ernors, like  Chase,  and  that  talented  and  versatile  minority 
of  Senators  among  whom  Seward  stood  foremost,  with  able 
journalists  and  astute  managers  besides,  such  as  Greeley, 
Raymond,  Blair,  and  Thurlow  Weed,— the  Native-Ameri- 
cans, without  eminent  direction,  essayed  their  strength  in 
marshalling  the  elements  of  timid  Unionism,  whose  voice 
was  for  peace.  While  Democrats  were  set  upon  pleasing 
the  South,  and  Republicans  upon  pleasing  the  North,  our 
"  dark-lantern  magnates  "  held  to  the  paralyzing  policy  of 
pleasing  both  sections.  At  a  national  council  of  the 
American  order  held  in  the  fall  of  1855,  at  Philadelphia, 
the  majority  had  taken  literally  "  know-nothing "  ground 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  Missouii  compromise,  whereupon 
the  delegates  from  New  England  and  Northwestern  States 
seceded  in  disgust.     On  the  same  22d  of  February  of  that 


*  The  informal  ballot  gave  Fremont  359,  and  McLean,  196.     Upon 
the  formal  ballot,  Fremont  received  all  but  38  votes. 
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otter  mffinorable  gatheriog  ^it  Pittsburg,  the  Xative-Aineri' 
cans  madti  their  PrcsidentiiU  notuiDiLtioii  at  PbiJa- 
'  delphia,  seeking  whatever  prestige  might  aeertic^ 
from  being  earliest  in  the  tit  Id.  The  grnud  ^^uuei],  the 
day  beforet  had  mtxlilied  somewhat  it»  foimor  igDOramtis 
attitude  <m  the  lAnyery  ist^tu^s  of  tlic  day ;  yet  its  poat4]re 
was  splritleaB  Stfll^  ami  it  harped  upon  its  favorite  plutitu«l?, 
tiiat'  ^*  Americans  must  rule  America."  Without  furtLet 
platform  or  announcement  of  priuciples,  the  uomiaatiug 
COOTention  fhe  next  day  put  forward  Millard  Fillmore  i(ff 
Freaident.  Andrew  J-  Donelson,  of  Teuuessee,  was  iH 
candidate  for  Yloe-Pregideut. 

The  National  Democracyt  the   party  of   the   admiui&tri- 
«.  -  tion,  met  at  Cint^iuuati  ou  the  2d  of  June.     John 
E.  Ward,  of   Georgia,   was  chairman.     Its  plat- 
form, carefolly  planked   together,  cuudc^moed  all  political 
diacrimination  of  religion  or  actadental   birthplace;  upbtltl 
fhe  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  and  tlic  broad  principle  of  terri' 
toiial  option  as  betweeu  freedom  :md  slavery,  wliicU  thaX 
act  embodied;  pledged  a  faithful  executioii   of  the  fugiU^'^ 
slave   act;    discountenanced    all   agitntiou    of   the    alaV*?ry 
question;  recognized     Stvte    rights    to    the    sen^e   of     th* 
Kentucky   and  Virginia  resolutions ;  promised   osct^ndeO^y 
in  the  Gulf  of  Jlexico;    sympathized   svith   the   •' rege*^^ 
rating  efforts "  which  were  being  made  in  Central  Aii»^' 
ica;  and  proclaimed   ''unqualified   admiration'*  of  the   ^^' 
ministration  of  Franklin  Pierce.     But  these  last  word^  ^ 
praise    were    only    preparatory    to   shelving   a  Presid^^*' 
whose  "young  Rapid"  career,  as  slaveholders  themael"^^* 
perceived,  had  dissipated  his  popidaiity  too  greatly  to  na^^^ 
him   available    for  re-election.     The    very   firet  ballot     ^^^ 
President — with  a  compromise  effected   between  the  ^^^, 
York  "  Hards ''  and  "  Softs  "  which  neutralized  their  strem^^ 
— gave  James  Buchanan  the  lead,  whose  vote   was   1.  ^^  ' 
against  122   for  Pierce,  33  for  Douglas,  and  6  for  C^»-^^A 
Several  ballots   followed  under  the  two-thirds  rule,   m'^^^ 
finally  Pierce's  name  was  withdrawn  after  a  fifteenth   h»t9^^ 
and  that  of  Douglas  after  a  sixtoentli ;  and,  upon  the  aev^^^^ 
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mth,  Buchanan's  choice  was  unanimous.  John  A.  Quit- 
in  was  put  forward  for  Vice-President,  and  led  in  fact 
kthe  first  trial;  but  the  man  who  filibustered,  and  was 
yiDg  to  get  our  neutrality  laws  repealed,  seemed  a  risky 
.Ddidate ;  and,  upon  the  second  ballot,  John  C.  Breck- 
ridge,  also  of  the  House,  and  a  fluent  and  popular  debater, 
ok  the  honor. 

In  making  tools  of  Northern  statesmen,  earnest  slave- 
)lders  had  never  shown  a  disposition  to  sacnfice 
eir  ends  one  iota  to  the  promptings  of  personal ^^^*^j. 
iendship.  Pierce  found  this  now  to  his  anguish, 
iprived  by  the  course  he  had  chosen  of  that  sympathy  and 
spect  in  his  own  State  and  neighborhood  which  should  be 
ie*8  sweetest  solace  when  retirement  comes ;  and  Douglas, 
0,  had  a  lesson  even  more  bitter  to  learn  in  the  course  of 
e  next  four  years.  Buchanan  had  resigned  already  from 
B  court  of  London  and  its  barren  honors,  to  be  succeeded 
another Pennsylvanian,  George  M.  Dallas;  and,  returning 
America  in  the  April  before  his  party  convention,  he 
iQd  that  long  absence  and  irresponsibility  for  events  were 
ilifications  for  a  present  candidacy  far  greater  than  the 
St  toilsome  semce.  The  reputation,  too,  for  great  so- 
Bty,  wisdom,  and  sagacity,  and  his  weight  of  public  ex- 
ience,  disposed  many  to  turn  favorably  towards  him  who 
•e  not  of  his  party,  and  gave  him  extensive  strength. 
I  lie  the  slave  power,  moreover,  flung  Pierce  aside  after 
eezing  dry  the  pulp  of  his  populanty,  it  judged  favorably 
*  Old  Buck,"  the  Northern  partner  in  the  *'  Ostend  mani- 
bo,"  as  an  instrument  to  use  next;  nor,  as  the  sequel  will 
'w,  did  it  judge  wholly  amiss. 

•^remont,  the  Republican  antagonist,  brought  rash  youth 
e  more  into  comparison,  but  his  selection  was  carefully 
^e ;  and,  though  the  gallant  pathfinder  might  not  have 
n  a  judicious  leader  to  gather  the  first  fruits  of  a  national 
t:x)ry,  his  brilliant  and  dashing  energy  well  qualified  him 
rally  the  anti-slavery  hosts,  where  the  hope  was  not  so 
ch  to  win  as  to  gain  confidence.      Not  the  least  of  Fre- 
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mont's  qualifications  in  this  latter  respect  was  his  romantijB— Je 
espousal  of  Heoton's  gifted  daughter,  by  which  the  new  part«=^f 
seemed  to  ally  itself   to  a  second  of   those  border^tat 
families,  like  the  Blairs,  Jacksonian  by  recollection,  who 
influence  at  the  time  was  well   worth   courting;    and  th^Bs 
even  flattered  the  false  hope  that  Republicanism  was  eapabBL^e 
of  being  well  planted  upou  slave  soil,  thus  ceasing  at  on€^s« 
to  be  geographical  in  the  perauasive  spread  of  moral  idea^^. 
As  for  Fillmore,  the  American  candidate,  his  selection  ha_*^ 
been  virtually  made  and  accepted  nearly  a  year  previou^^f 
and  before  he  took  a  tour  abroad,  from  which  he  retnrne  ^<i 
this  summer  in  time  to  participate  in  the  canvass.     FillmoBcr^ 
and  Americanism  rallied  the  decimated  bands  of  conserv^^- 
tives  and  old-fashioned  lovers  of  parchment,  for  whom  mor  -^sbI 
compromise  and  the  ligament  of  systems  irreconcilable  hi^^i^ 
still  a  magic.     ''Sectional,"  ''geographical,"  were  epithe^""^ 
now  applied  to  the  Republican  organization,  even  more  r        ^ 
pelling  than  "  Freedom  shriekers,"  *'  Nigger  worshippers        T 
or  that  favorite  Southern  sobriquet  of  ''Black  Republicans  '-^•** 
Many  old-time  Whigs   in  the  free  States,  lately  influenlitf    "^^< 
like  Everett,  Winthrop,  and  Washington  Hunt,  thought,  ^   ^ 
the  latter  once  expressed  himself,  that  while  wishing  to  pr-      -^' 
vent  wrong  on  the  slavery  question,  they  could  not  make  ^^ 

the  sole  object  of  their  thoughts  to  the  exclusion  of  "  mo_  ^^^^ 
practical  courems ;  "  *   and  the  small  fry  of  rotten  coalitior  ^^^' 
ists  and  squint-brained  reformers  that  wriggled  in  the  net  ^'       ^' 
the  new  party  among   fish   of  better  size,  repelled   theirn^  '^' 
Hence  they  preferred  to  ride  in  the  lumbering  old  stage  coacf  ^^^' 
where  the  company  was  sure  to  be  select,  with  Crittend^  ^cn 
and  many  other  honorable  slaveholders  to  keep  up  nation^' ^  "* 
affiliations,  even  though  the  carriage  should  come  in  lag^  ^^st- 
Fillmore  himself,  however,  thought  he  had  at  least  an  ev^  -^rf^en 
chance  of   winning,  and  was  much  exalted  by  the  Kno*"  ^^^w- 
Nothing  success  in  New  York  tlie  previous  year.     In  a  cair  -^id- 
paign  speech  he  now  advanced  the  new  and  astounding  dc^  -^oc- 
trine,  that  if  a  political  party  should  succeed  which  select^^'-^f 

•  2  T.  Weed's  Memoirs,  c.  18. 
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AB  these  Republicans  had  done  for  the  first  time  la  oar 

^x^nals,  candidates  for  both  Presidency  and  Vice-Presidency 

from  the  free  States  alone  to  rule  over  the   whole  Union, 

aoch  a  humiliation  to  the  South  ought  to  justify  tiiat  section 

^^x  withdrawing  allegiance.* 

True  was  it,  in  a  physical  sense,  that  the  present  Repub* 

l^c^n  party  began  by  being  geographical.      But  this  was 

fir^om  the  force  of   accidental  circumstances,  and  because 

tbac  South  had  departed  from  the  faith  of  the  fathers,  and 

r^^f  used  either  to  have  emancipation  discussed  or  to  confine 

t>li.<  slave  system  to  the  fifteen  States  in  which  it  now  existed. 

I^VB  the  truly  enlightened  sense  it  was  slavery  that  was  sec- 

t;mc3nal  and  geographical,  while  freedom  was  national  and 

va^viiversal.     And  yet,  in  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  voting 

XKUws,  North  as  well  as  South,  Republicanism  this  year  was 

doomed  to  defeat ;  such  was  the  reverence  felt  for  Union, 

a^  influenced  by  long  precedent  and  the  equilibrium  of  sys- 

't^ms.     At  the  same  time,  earnestness  prevailed  over  insipid 

s^egiance  on  either  side  of  the  border.     The  August  State 

elections  showed  in  Missouri,   North  Carolina,   Arkansas, 

HZcntucky,  and  Texas  a  decided  and  generally  an  increased 

I>emocratic  preponderance  over  the  American  fratemizers. 

-A^nd  Northern  States,  such  as  Iowa,  Vermont,  and  Maine, 

pronounced   themselves   Republican, — Hannibal  Hamlin,  a 

Senator  who  had  lately  renounced  the  Democratic  faith,  l>eing 

claosen  governor   in   the   last-named   State.     The  October 

State  elections,  however,  turned  the  scales  of  a  close  na- 

t^ional  contest ;  for  while  in  Ohio  the  Repnl  licans  strongly 

prevailed,  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  went  Democratic,  and 

&    fasion  of  Republicans   and  Americans  in  the  Keystone 

State  was  effected  in  vain.     November  canie,  with  the  last 

^^  State  elections,  the  vote  for  national  candidates,  and  the 

clijQiQg  froBt  together.     New  Jersey ,-Pen nay Ivania,  Indiana, 

^^*  ^ewspi^n  of  the  day;  2  T.  Weed's  Memoirs,  c.  IS:  2  Coleman's 
P*^*tenden,  133;  2  Curtis's  Buchanan.  Ja/k.v)n  and  ('alhoan  (both 
?*^**ttiemeiB)  had  been  the  winning  ticket  in  I'^'iH;  while  Adams  and 
5^^****  (both  Northerners)  were  the  competitors.  No  one  In  that  ''ampaign 
^^^  thought  of  objecting  to  such  an  alliance  of  candidates  as  sectional. 
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IQIllob  and  Cafifonila  ^ere  sU  in  the  Deipnocratio  cokmi 
But  the  rest  of  the  free  States  pushed  gatlantJ y  forward  U 
FMotet;  whQe  Ne#  York  chose,  besides^  a  govemor  Dpo-^m  I 
ttienewplatfcmsof  JeffersOQiaa  ordinance,  in  John  A.  Kin^^»  " 
a  Mamph  all  the  more  glorious  inasmuch  a8  *^Hard$"aQ^d 
"Softs"  of  the  Democracy  had  coalesced  upon  tbeir  can^  m- 
dates,  and  drawn  forth  from  cx-Prcsideut  Van  BiireD     a 
letter  irtiich  aeemed  to  discredit  bis  own  Free-Soil  cours.^ 
of  1848. 

f*We  have  lost  a  battle,"  wae  tJie  comment  of  a  R^Qt>- 
Bean  organ ^  on  the  clay  after  election;   *^  the  Bunker HiXl 
of  tlie  new  etrogi^e  for  freedom  ia  pfist;  the  Saratoga  &ih<3 
Torktown  are  yet  to  he  achieveil/-     And  gnrcly,  when  the»e 
electoral  results  were  fully  rcckonetl,  they  migijt  well  U^e 
carried  dismay  to  the  citadel  of  pro-slavery  strength,     Nover 
liad  so  great  a  work  been  done  by  a  political   party  >ritbio 
the  first  year  of  its  birth,  against  deep  an<l  inveterate  pi?  j- 
ndices  which  were  too  irrational  not  to  diminish,  ahoiJd 
provocation  to  free  sentiment  continue.     *'  Black   Eepub- 
Ucanism  **  carried  New  England ;  swept  tl^e  great  SUU>  of 
New  York,  burying  a  once -honored  son,  ^lilhird  Fillmore,  in 
lasting  discomfiture ;  an  <i ,  desp  i  te  so  in  e  d  i  *api  j  oi  n  t  mc  n  ts  f  ^ ' 
countered  elsewhere,  tf^>k  vigorous  and  tinphatic  possession 
of  the  broad  Northwest-     Pcnnsylvrvnia  bad  Iwrne  up  lie r 
favorite  eon,  Buchanan,  by  an  electoral  majority  of  scarcely 
more  than  1,000,  in  a  totai  vote  of  over  460,000;  Indiana*^ 
margin,  too,  was  very  close ;  ;uid  the  transfer  of  these  V^f 
States — or  of  Pennsylvania  alone,  with  New  Jersey  or  B^' 
nois  added  to  the  Republican  column — would  have  revers^ 
the  national  result,  against  the  united  phalanx  of  the  aoi^ 
South.     For  the  Native- Americans,  witii  their  proecripti^* 
tenets,  the  defeat  was  overwhelming.     Fillmore  and  Dao^' 
son  carried  but  a  single  State, — Maryland ;  and  the  min^^^ 
ties  footed  up  by  their  party  in  every  other  Southern  Sti^' 
promised  but  a  feeble  resistance  of  loyalty  to  the  ho^^^ 
programme  favored  in  that  section,  of  '*  rule  or  rain/'     T^^' 


*  Th^  New  York  Trilmii?, 
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ives  against  foreigners,  Protestants  against  Roman  Cath- 
^lica,  no  union  of  Church  and  State,  more  stringent  naturalizap 
i<m  laws,  all  this  was  but  as  dust  in  the  balance  in  these 
Uiys ;  and  as  for  the  slavery  problem  in  its  present  national 
l^yelopment,  neither  foes  nor  promoters  could  ever  com- 
promise again.* 

The  American  people  were  not,  then,  quite  ready  to  plunge 
iito  sectional  controversy ;  nor,  to  be  frank,  did  they  quite 
lelieve  all  that  orators  depicted  in  the  late  canvass,  of 
'  bleeding  Kansas"  or  "bleeding  Sumner."  Northern 
Cnow-Nothings,  indeed,  and  the  secret  Hindoo  council, 
assed  the  victim  by  like  the  priest  and  Levite  of  the  para- 
le, — ^too  honorable  to  hurt,  and  too  scrupulous  of  national 
[ttzenship  to  help.  It  was  not  strange  if,  in  the  dead  level 
f  lawlessness  which  the  distant  wrongs  of  our  territorial 
lie  fostered,  the  want  of  picturesqueness  detracted  from  the 
Bfect.  Following  the  arrest  of  Robinson  and  the  flight  of 
ther  free-State  leaders,  squatter  sovereignty  in  Kansas 
ipsed  for  many  months  into  chaos  and  civil  dis-  May- 
rder,  while  these  green  and  fertile  plains  were  rav-  Auguat. 
ged  at  large  by  armed  robbers  and  ruffians.  Lecompte's 
idicial  machinery,  whose  process  had  been  perverted  to 
ounding down  teni tonal  treason,  and  marching  ragamuffin 
ioters  with  shot-guns  and  powder-flasks  as  a  posse  comitatus^ 
»uld  scarcely  bring  a  cattle  thief  to  honest  trial.  Free 
lettlers  were  murdered ;  friends  of  the  murderer  were  mur- 
lered  in  retaliation.  Plundering  parties  spread  over  Kansas 
o  harass  and  expel  the  peaceful. 

Into  the  cold  narrative  of  these  atrocities — which,  unfor- 
onately,  were  not  all  committed  on  one  side — we  refrain 
^om  entering. t  One  of  the  pacifying  proposals  brought  for- 
ard  in  Congress  by  Crittenden,  the  last  of  Southern  peace- 


^  See  Electoral  Tables  in  Appendix. 

^  The  whole  story  of  the  Kansas  civil  war  is  faithfully  and  jrraphically 
'Oranted  in  Spring's  Kansas,  cs.  7-9.    And  see  Charles  Robinson's  Life, 
^   various  other  Kansas  publications  of  years  quite  recent,  which  dis- 
19  some  local  controversies  over  that  unhappy  period.    (1904.) 
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Tnak€rB,  had  been  to  despatch  Winfield  Scott  to  tLc  ac^ne  - 
in  all  the  plentitude  of  his  military  gieatiiess.     But  Scot:^ 
wns  no  favorite  of  thi»  administration,  being  alinoet  at  tswurdi^ 
points  with  the  Secretary  of  W(ir.     An  excdltmt  otllccr  a/ 
high  rank  was  fieat^  however,  in  Gen.  PerBifer  F,  HmliFi, 
who   presently  took  command  of  the  regular  troo|>8  iu  tliis 
milllary  department,  but  was  chary  about  using  lht*in,  !i<'ttl* 
ing  the  temper  the  Tlonee  had  lately  ahown  on  the  army  ntt- 
propriation  bilh     All  through  the  Bummer,  emigrants  frt>flj 
the  free  States  had  been  on  ttte  move  for  Kansas,  resokte  in 
the  cause,  and  an-iviug  by  the  hundreds*     Atchison  and  the 
border-Misauuriana  trie*!  in  alarm  to  iutenflict  their  j^assage. 
The  banks  of  the  Missouri  river  were  guarded  by  pro-sUve7 
pickets,  steam l>oats  were  stopped  and  searched,  arms  ffre 
confiscated,  and  individuals  huspectt^d  to  be  from  the  Nortti 
were  turned  back.     Bui  Kansas  could  be  reached  by  more 
routes  than  one,  and  the  intercepted  colonists  soon  h^p^ 
taking  up  &  new  route   through  Iowa  and  Nebraska;  mortf 
fhaa  three  hundred  of  them,  with  women  and  children,  Mn^ 
circuitously  led  to  their  destination  by  the  irrepressible  Lane, 
early  in  August.     Topeka  became  thus  repopulated,  and  new 
free  towns  began  to  spring  up  on  the  way,  Lawrence  and 
Lecompton  becoming  the  rallying-points  of  intestine  turbu- 
lence.    Governor  Shannon,  whose  views  concerning  territo- 
rial traitors  aSid  treason  had  undergone  considerable  change, 
after  being  brought  face  to  face  with  the  opposing  parties, 
made,  in  August,  a  treaty  at  Lawrence  for  the  mutual  soa- 
pension  of  hostilities ;  and  thereupon  laid  down  his  office, 
glad  to  get  with  a  whole  skin  out  of  the  territory  which  be 
found  was  as  hard  to  govern  in  these  times  (to  use  his  own 
colloquial  expression) as  '*the  devil  in  hell."  • 

John  W.  Geary,  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  as  Shannon's 
September-  successor,  assumed  the  governorship  at  Lecompton 
November,  q^  the  11th  of  September,  stalking  into  the  ring 
with  superb  self-confidence,  physical  giant  that  he  was.  He 
began  by  disbanding  the  pro-slavery  militia,  under  Atchi- 


*  Spring's  Kansas,  cs.  7-9. 
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oq's  command,  which  had  been  put  into  teasing  activity 
fter  Shannon's  departure,  and  by  orderiug  all  irregular 
odies  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  quit  the  territory.  He 
len  enrolled  a  local  militia  under  his  own  official  direction, 
ad  set  to  relieving  the  territorial  courts  of  then*  long  pavaly- 
8.  For  a  time  Geary  brought  affairs  to  comparative  order. 
I  consequence  of  orders  from  Washington,  Robinson  and 
e  other  treason  prisoners  had  been  released  on  bail  upon 
s  arrival.  Prosecutions  for  criminal  offences  followed,  and 
3e-State  prisoners  truly  felt  that  the  law  was  partial  in 
eir  disfavor.  This  fact,  which  was  true  enough,  brought 
e  courts  and  the  new  governor  into  collision.  The  chief 
stice  and  marshal  shielded  a  pro-slavery  murderer  whom 
3  governor  had  apprehended  with  great  difficulty.  The 
mhal  was  forced  to  resign,  and  on  Geary's  representation 
tcompte  was  removed  by  the  President  from  the  chief 
sticeship  about  the  middle  of  December.  There  seemed 
last  a  really  bright  and  hopeful  state  of  things,  which 
iBxy  and  General  Smith  both  believed  would  last.  All 
roagh  these  exciting  disorders,  Kansas  had  been  the  re- 
>ient  of  charity;  and  many  thousand  dollars  were  sent, 
Unly  in  small  sums,  for  the  relief  of  those  who  in  the  face 
bitter  obstacles  were  trying  to  mould  this  territory  into  a 
ie  State.* 

Congress  met  on  the  first  day  of  December  in  final  session, 

iiiuning  with  excitement  over  the  election  returns.     Those 

lorns  brought  to  the  retiring  President  neither  _ 

...  A  J  J         .        1      .  1  .        December. 

Qitence  nor  equanimity.     Addressing  legislature 

1  people  upon  the  last  appropriate  occasion,  his  official 

^age  sounded  a  superfluous  alarm  against  the  evil  of  sec- 

3al  and  geographical  parties ;  and  recreant  to  historical 

^  and  the  reluctant  opinion  of  his  native  New  England, 

charged  the  North  with  exasperating  aggressions  ui>on 

South  under  pretence  of  seeking  only  to  prevent  the  ex- 

Bion  of  slavery  beyond  existing  limits.     He  denied  that 

•  Spring's  Kansas,  cs.  7-9. 


This  angry  and  incendiary  tirade  evoked  some  i 
criticism  in  Congress  on  the  anti-administration  8i< 
the  Senate,  Trumbull,  Hale,  and  Wilson,  as  soon 
message  had  been  read,  denied  with  emphasis  that 
publicans  were  unfaithful  to  the  Constitution,  as^  alle 
meant  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  where  it 
existed.  But  slaveholders  were  incredulous.  ''  Th( 
ing  for  Fremont,"  said  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  *'  m 
abolish  slavery  everywhere."  ''And  if  Fremont  h 
ceeded,"  added  James  M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  with 
nous  gesture,  ' '  the  Union  would  have  been  imm< 
dissolved."  f 

Pierce's  one-sided  arraignment  of  the  spirit  of  » 
encroachment  tallied  little  with  official  utt 

1866 

November-in  South  Carolina.  ''  I  fear  that  the  triun 
J^ua*  ^®  ^  barren  one,"  said  Governor  Adams, 
State,  in  a  message  commenting  upon  Hue 
election, ' '  and  the  South  will  act  wisely  to  employ  the 
of  repose  thus  secured  in  earnest  preparation  for  the 
able  conflict."  And  pressing  zealously  the  import 
keeping  the  Southern  monopoly  of  the  cotton  plant 
strenuous  exertions  which  Europe  was  making  to  ex 
cultivation  in  the  East  Indies,  Egypt,  Algeria,  and  B 
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existed,  but  to  carry  it  rightfully  into  new  States,  so  as  to 
give  the  Southern  section  "  of  the  Confederacy  '*  increased 
political  strength.  Nor  were  signs  wanting  of  Southern  prep- 
aration to  dissolve  the  Union.  A  convention  which  assem- 
Wed  at  Savannah  on  the  8th  of  December,  with  the  object  of 
"encouraging  Southern  industry  and  trade,"  advised  the 
establishment  of  Southern  foundries  for  casting  cannon  and 
small  arms,  and  that  the  South  should  see  that  its  armories 
were  replenished,  and  its  forts  and  harbors  put  by  Congress 
into  a  proper  state  of  defence.  The  Governor  of  Mississippi 
recommended  a  convention  of  Southern  States  to  concert 
plans  of  action,  and  set  forth  a  list  of  contingencies  which 
would  Justify  the  South  in  sundering  the  ties  of  the 
Union.* 

This  was  a  winter  to  be  long  remembered  for  its  icy  se- 
verity, following  upon  a  season  of  rude  autumnal 
i^^es.     Railroad  travel  was  seriously  blocked  by  December- 
snow  as  far  south  as  Virginia,  while  an  arctic  tem-    ^^^l 
P^'^ture  prevailed  at  the  North  and  East  and  on 
^^  Western  prairies.     Among  lesser  incidents  of  the  season 
^*8  the  failure  of  Wisconsin's  electors,  by  reason  of  a  storm, 
^  iJeet  for  casting  their  vote  on  the  day  assigned  by  law. 
T^en  the  ice  broke  up  in  February,  flood  and  freshet  occa- 
*^oii^  great  loss. 

Kansas  came  up  promptly,  once  more,  before  the  House. 
^*^^  contested  seat  of  delegate  from  the  territory  was  re- 
^*^®^d  to  Whitfield  on  the  first  day,  but  given  him  a  few  days 
*^t^^  upon  reconsideration.  A  new  effort  was  made  to 
*"^Ogate  the  code  of  the  Shawnee  Mission  legislature,  with 
'»  Arbitrary  and  barbarous  provisions ;  and  the  House  com- 
'"^^^t.ee  on  territories  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect,  which 
^^^red  furthermore  a  new  election.  By  a  strong  Northern 
^^ti^  the  bill  passed  the  House  on  the  17th  of  February,! — 
'^^'^  one  Southern  member  supporting  it, — and  the  Senate  on 
^^    19th  laid  it  on  the  table.     With  hopefulness  on  either 

Newspapers  of  the  day. 
•   The  vote  stood  96  to  79. 
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side,  the  disposition  was  developed  to  pass  Kansas  over  to 
the  mercies  of  the  next  administration.      It  was  no  good 
portent,  however,  that  every  effort  to  bastardize  the  Shawnee 
code  was  baffled  or  put  down  ;  though  President  Pierce  him- 
self had  been  forced  to  express  the  hope  that,  by  some  means 
or  another,  such  parts  of  it  as  violated  the  organic  act  of 
Congress  would  be  blotted  out.      Governor  Geary,  in  the 
meantime,  as  we  have  seen,  had  induced  the  President  to 
remove  Lecompte  from  his  post  as  chief  justice ;  yet  pro- 
slavery  influence  prevented   Pierce's  nominee  as  successor 
from  being  confirmed,  so  that  the  final  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress left  Lecompte  as  before.     On  the  6th  of  January,  1837, 
the  free-State  legislature  met  at  Topeka  under  the  Constito- 
tion  now   denounced  as  revolutionaiy.      Neither  governor 
nor  lieutenant-governor  was  present ;  and,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Judge  Cato,  a  fit  associate  of  Lecompte,  the  marsh*^ 
and  his  posse  arrested  merabera  enough  to  deprive  that  body 
of  a  quorum.     Soon  after  this,  the  territorial  and  pro-slav«^7 
legislature  met  at  Lecompton,  and  showed  its  teeth  at  GrOV- 
emor  Geary,  who  could  not  be  fair  without  becoming  ob* 
noxious  to  it.     Not  only  did  this  legislature  refuse  to  rep^^ 
the  foul  acts  of  its  fraudulent  predecessor,  but  it  upheld  I'^' 
compte  in  his  quarrel  with  the  governor,  and  passed  vario^* 
objectionable  acts  over  the  latter*8  veto.*     The  most  imp^'^' 
tant  of  this  legislation  was  an  act  calling  a  convention    ^^ 
frame  a  State  Constitution  at  Lecompton  in  the  followi*^^ 
September.     A  census,  notoriously  partial,  was  to  be  mi^^^^ 
up  in  the  meantime  ;  and  another  act  provided  for  electi*^  ^ 
a  new   territorial   legislature  in  October.       Geary,    fincii*^^^ 
himself  abandoned  and  his  life  in  danger,  left  the  territo"^"- 
secretly  and  sped  to  Washington  to  test  his  chances  T^^  **" 
the  incoming  administration. 

There  was  hope  felt,  after  all,  among   Republicans,  tt^  ^ 
Kansas  would  work  out  her  salvation,  and  enter  the  Uoi-^^" 
a  free  State.     True,  the  anti-slavery  and  pro-slavery  settJ^^ 
still  refused  to  mingle  or  vote  together ;  but  if  the  Top^  ^^ 

*  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  9. 
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legislature  was  revolutionary,  that  at  Lecompton  sprang 
from  fraud  and  violence ;  neither,  in  any  jast  sense,  legiti- 
mately represented  the  whole  people,  and  a  fair  adminis- 
tration should  not  take  sides.  Yet,  aside  from  Kansas, 
tiiere  were  signs  in  the  sky  that  the  old  equipoise  between 
freedom  and  slavery  was  forever  broken.  Minnesota  and 
Orf^on,  territories  each  with  a  thriving  Northern  popula- 
tion, were  in  ripe  condition  for  Statehood,  and  slavery  had 
no  daughters  to  match  them.  The  census  roll  of  Minne- 
Bota  was  a  credential  indisputable;  and  so,  not  without 
Bome  smothered  reluctance.  Congress  passed  the  usual  act 
'W'bich  authorized  the  first  steps  to  be  taken  preliminary  to 
admiBsion.*  In  all  the  virgin  soil  which  compromise  still 
portioned  out  to  slavery,  not  one  energetic  new  colony 
bad  been  planted,  nor  had  effort  been  made  to  subdivide 
Texas. 

Little  else  transpired  to  mark  the  annals  of  this  Congress. 

The  most  important  legislation  of  a  session  given  largely 

to  rambling  debate  was  the  act  which  recast  to  some  extent 

the  Polk  tariff  of  1846,t  for  the  sake  of  diminishing  the 

revenue.    Under  Campbell's  inspiration,  an  opposition  House 

passed  a  bill  framed  in  the  interest  of  manufacturers ;  the 

I>einocratic  Senate  substituted  a  bill  of  its  own  which  made 

a  horizontal  reduction  of  existing  duties.     By  one  of  those 

eleTenth-honr  bargains  which  no   honest  government  likes 

to  multiply,  each  side  to  the  controversy  gained  something. 

Rates  on  fabrics  of  iron,  cotton,  and  woollen  were  fixed  at  a 

moderate  standard ;  wool  of  the  cheapest  sort  was  admitted 

duty  free,  and  the  former  free  list  was  considerably  extended 

in  favor  of  raw  materials.     Our  customs  revenue  was  grow- 

^  too  great  for  peace  times,  and  this  was  the  occasion  of 

tile  act.  J 

Northern  manufacturers  lobbied  considerably  in  the  inter- 
^^  of  a  new  tariff;  and  with  lobby  influences  hard  at  work 
for  their  interests,  for  land  grants  to  aid  the  construction 

•  -A.<n  Feb.  26, 18W. 
/  ^oX  iv.  p.  518. 
*  -^otlCtfch3,18B7. 
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pt  frontfar  raflWftjB,  fiTcnlli  and  South,  nud  for  ocean  aaa^ 
milMidies»  m  ataio^diere  of  jobbery  and  corruptiotj  ^'£*^ 
rngfioAemi*  So  determinfid  was  the  pressure  for  river  ixxi* 
proTementB  in  bodi  HousieB  of  this  CongresB,  that  the  Px-^^* 
Icleiifs  striet  soraples  were  brushed  aside,  and  6ve  appx^o 
prialioiiB  of  the  kind  passed  nt  tLm  first  sesBioii  over  !:» i« 
veto.  The  Honse,  to  Tindic^ate  iu  integrity,  appointed  tift^is 
winter  a  committee  of  inresUgation.  Three  of  it^  mentb«^:K-s, 
who  were  sliown  goilty.  of  corrupt  practices,  reyigned  tlri^i' 
seals  before  action  was  taken  on  their  expulsion.  Soxxie 
reporters  were  expelled  for  dishonest  conduct;  and  4Z>viv 
important  witness  refusing  to  answer  the  qnestious  wl:a:i<:*li 
the  committee  pat  to  him,  a  bUl  was  passed  to  compel  ^^^ 
tendance  and  testimony  in  each  cases  by  fine  and  impri&<^  v- 
omit.*  k  J 

The  final  aspect  of  oar  foreign  relations  under  Preside ^^^^ 
18B6     ^®i^^  ^^   neither  r  v\  dftiiTi^^^m^JI^^^^J 
July-    That  dramatic  recognition  of  Walker's  boocaaag^^*^ 
^'ing  government  at  Nicaragua,  which  had  coat  ^i^^^ 
cabinet  so  much  nervous  consultation,  did  not  keep  U9'^^^^ 
pation  on   its   tottering   supports.      In  vain   had   WalM^^^ 
issued  a  decree  to  legalize  slavery  anew  in  Central  Aam-^ 
ica,  and  displayed  for  sale  a  list  of  confiscated  estates ; 
vain  had  Soule  visited  him,  probably  to  inspire  these   ^^^' 
crees  and  pave  the  way  for  a  colony  of  American  slar^*^^" 
holders.     Father  Vijil's  mission  did  nothing  for  the  filib*'**^*' 
tering  cause,  and  the  uneasy  envoy  soon  returned  hor^^^^* 
Meanwhile,  though  supplied  with  men  enlisted  in  shami?:^^ 
breach  of  our  neutrality  laws,  Walker  lost  strength  rapiAJB^^* 
Rivas,  the  native  chief,   absconding,   the   usurper  cauc:^^^ 
himself  to  be   chosen  President  of  Nicaragua  ;    but 
government  refused  to  receive  his  new  ministers,  or  to 
ognize  him  by  this  rauk.     The  latest  news  of  this  wint' 
showed  Walker's  forces  hemmed  in  between  Lake  Nica*^^^"'^^ 
gua  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  by  an  allied  force  of  hostile  •— ^  *' 


5^r- 


,mJf 


•  Act  Jan.  24, 1867. 
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es  and  Costa  RicanB,  who  had  cut  off  all  aid  from  the 
lantic  aide.  Half-starved  and  reduced  by  battle,  cholera, 
d  scattering  desertion,  the  expulsion  of  Walker's  band 
3  soon  to  follow. 

Nor  had  the  adjustment  of  Central  American  settlements 
"ed  favorably  with  England.  Buchanan,  while  at  Lon- 
n,  had  been  unable  to  straighten  out  the  Clayton- 
Iwer  difficulty.  Dallas,  who  succeeded  him,  arranged  a 
aty  with  Great  Britain  for  bringing  all  controveray  to  a 
»8e ;  the  Senate  discussed  it  through  the  winter,  but  did 
t  ratify.  John  Forsyth  the  younger,  Pierce's  minister  to 
sxico,  arranged  with  that  republic,  now  driven  to  des- 
rate  straits,  a  compact  which  promised  on  its  face  rec- 
'ocity;  but  its  main  idea  being  a  money  loan  upon  a 
^rtgage  which  sooner  or  later  the  United  States  must 
"eclose,  that  scheme  came  also  to  grief,  for  our  people 
re  repugnant  to  annexation.  In  fine,  the  foreign  glories 
this  administration  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  diplo- 
ttic  salaries  bill,  to  Marcy's  arrangement  of  fishing  rights 
d  reciprocity  with  the  Britisli  provinces,  and  to  the  settle- 
nt  of  some  international  principles  with  Europe  suitable 
a  state  of  war. 

When  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  abroad,  which 
•sed  the  Russian  war,  the  conference  of  Euro- 
xn  powers  at  Paris  proposed  four  important 
es:  the  abolition  of  privateering;  the  exemption  from 
zure  of  an  enemy's  goods,  excepting  contraband  of  war, 
cSer  a  neutral  flag;  a  like  exemption  of  neutral  goods, 
c^epting  contraband  of  war,  under  an  enemy's  flag;  and 
It  a  blockade,  in  order  to  be  valid,  must  be  effective. 
€5  United  States  was  invited  to  join  in  establishing  such 
?ode,  but  Marcy,  as  before,  objected  to  the  article  which 
olished  privateering.  The  other  principles,  of  course,  we 
neutrals  had  long  contended  for.  The  refusal  of  the 
fcited  States  may  have  been  on  proper  reason ;  but,  like 
>st  other  matters  of  policy  under  this  administration, 
^    choice  enured   practically   to  the  South  in   the  event 
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of  diMmloiit  and  in  flie  end  refusal  cost  our  lojal  peo]^^ 

ThEOaghoot  the  .time  sessions  of  tbia  etruggLiog  Cc^i 
giewt  tiie  ooortesiee  of  a  ddjberative  body  had  been 
marinblj  well  preaerved,  except  for  tLie  dnBtardly  a^^^i-alt 
opon  Somneri  which  was  committed  while  the  SeDuie  ^-^ 
not  in  aotital  aeaakm«t    No  brutal  acene  of  violence 

graoed  tiie  floor  of  eitber  House,  thoiigb  sectioi^^ 
oontroversy  raged  imgrily.  Before  a  final  ad jour^Ki- 
ment,  Aiken,  oi  Soatii  C&rolina,  in  the  Ee]^reseutatlv4e-s* 
hall,  profioaed  a  Tote  of  thunk^  to  Banks,  the  retirlv:^ 
Speaker,  and  tiie  vote  paaacKl  by  a  large  majority*  Tb<^iB6 
vetiring  oonrteaiea  were  aided  perhaps  by  a  feeling  that  i:^e 
pendnlam  in  tiie  late  eleotiotis  bail  swung  back  to  the  side  of  I 
tiie  Demooracy. 

For  all  this,  howerer,  towaida  tiie  retMi^ 
tion  tiie  BepaMKeana  had  no  diapoettion  to 
Franklin  Pierce  was  a  moumfnl  disappointment  to  all  '^•rlso 
had  hoped  for  a  golden  era  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  to 
the  New  England  that  bore  and  reared  him.  Popular,  9S^d 
overwhelmingly  so,  when  swept  into  the  Presidency  ^J 
a  great  concourse  of  fraternizing  elements, — falsely  i***" 
agined  strong  and  trustworthy  because  his  private  life  ^w'BS 
pure, — he  disgusted  and  lost  strength  in  the  free  States  ^^ 
rapidly,  year  by  year  of  his  administration,  that  thoee  vrbo 
had  bent  him  to  their  wishes  dared  not  risk  a  second  natioci^ 
canvass  under  him.  In  New  York  State  alone,  where  mo** 
than  a  quarter-million  of  voters  supported  him  when  he  tO"^^ 


*  Marcy's  refusal  was  based  upon  the  supposed  need  of  priTafeeerixi^  T* 
an  American  weapon  In  case  of  a  future  war  with  Great  Britain.  "^^^ 
code  of  Paris  bound  only  the  nations  to  one  another  which  aanented  ^^  J^ 
and  it  could  be  assented  to  only  as  a  collective  whole.  In  the  civU  000^^*^^ 
of  1861,  President  Lincoln  offered  to  accede  to  this  code,  but  pennl^a*^ 
was  refused.  By  this  time  England  and  France  viewed  the  quettl00 
privateering  in  a  different  light.    See  vol.  vi. 

t  The  death  of  Preston  L.  Brooks,  the  assailant  of  the  Maaiaehii0^^ 
Senator,  occurred  suddenly  in  the  course  of  this  latest  sesBicm,  and  ^^ 
funeral  ceremonies  at  the  capitol  were  attended  by  the  President  Id  P^'^ 
Km«  together  with  his  cabinet,  and  by  the  President-elect  beeidet. 
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tte  oath  of  office,  his  constituency  was  reduced  in  a  single 
^ear  to  190,000,  and  in  1855  to  less  than  150,000.  And  the 
^^use  of  all  this — the  policy  he  pursued — was  to  his  lasting 
Teproach.  Beginning  as  a  conciliator  of  sections,  as  one 
who  promised  to  discourage  all  agitation,  he  stirred  sectional 
strife  as  no  President  had  ever  done  before,  to  prove  himself 
the  abject  devotee  of  slaveholders.  The  North  had  not  fur- 
nished a  President  before  so  utterly  recreant,  so  barren  in 
other  ideas.  An  amiable  man,  not  without  the  misgivings 
natural  to  his  bringing-up.  Pierce  showed  himself,  especially 
in  foreign  policy,  less  puissant  than  pusillanimous.  He  ap- 
plauded vagabond  invaders,  and  left  them  to  fail ;  he  beat 
at  the  closed  door  of  annexation,  and  then  retreated  at  the 
sound  he  made.  Our  only  naval  exploit  under  him  was  to 
bombard  a  little  Central  American  town  of  half-breeds,  and 
oar  army  accomplished  nothing  nobler  than  to  disperse  the 
freemen's  legislature  of  Kansas  territory.  To  delight  the 
South  he  posed  as  the  strict  constructionist,  and  went  be- 
yond the  majority  of  his  own  party  in  vetoing  bills  for  im- 
proving Northern  rivers  and  harbors,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  built  costly  forts  for  the  South,  and  asked  extravagant 
military  appropriations  tending  to  the  increase  of  irrespon- 
sible power.  Wide  tracts  were  opened  under  him  for  the 
desolating  march  of  slavery,  and  for  dog's-eared  codes  by 
which  dunces  tried  to  blot  out  civilization  as  a  crime.  With 
a  mean,  bigoted  policy  within  and  without,  this  administra- 
tion had  not  even  that  miserly  merit  of  frugality  which 
bigots  may  sometimes  vaunt ;  for  though  the  revenue  flowed 
in  freely  enough  to  maintain  a  surplus,  the  ordinary  public 
expenditures  under  no  administration  had  ever  been  so  costly. 
We  shall  not  deny  to  him  a  personal  integrity ;  for  Pierce 
was  neither  base  nor  venal,  and  no  personal  scandals  at- 
tached to  him.  He  wavered  as  one  of  good  feeling  might 
do,  who  had  attached  himself  to  a  bad  cause.  But  the  only 
real  product  of  all  Rerce's  fair  intentions  was  that  deadly 
nightshade,  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act.  Its  repeal  of  plighted 
faith  the  President  surely  did  not  originate,  but  he  set  it 
afloat  with  his  endorsement,  made  the  bill  a  law,  and  turned 
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the  dptkm  oonfegried  upon  popular  sovot^igDty,  au  far  au  ift:^^ 
daied,  to  ghre  flhTVfj  tiie  advantage,  Iiist4?ad  of  recotic:^' ^  1- 
lug,  hb  to<A:  flldes.  FaeDet  docile,  not  without  aioiafc=^^e 
qiuiitfes,  faithful  tobfstaalunustera,  and  uf  generous  impul 


frtddl  kept  htm  true  to  hia  chOBen  coimBe,  Pierce  sough t=^  & 
reiioiniiMtti<m  from  the  aet  he  ao  conataatly  Bei-ved,  aod  ii^  ^^^j 
gare  him  inatead  the  paaqiort  to  tUeir  Uome  &o<.*Lety.  I'  "i^  ^^ 
motof  melancholy f  ahitMided  Id  domestic  sorrow ,  f^o  tend«ri^K^lj 
waa  thia  genial  and  chiTalric  ex- President  rc^gaixled  by  Sou^^K:  ^- 
em  gentlemen  apon  hia  retirement,  that  the  rumor  was  wid^^^ly 
credited  that  he  had  recehrcd  tlie  ine&eitt  uf  a  plantatic 
and  meant  to  settle  down  among  tLiem  for  the  n^st  of  hl^  U 
Bllt,  after  mach  foreign  travel,  he  returned  £aaUj  to 
town  in  the  Granite ^tate  and  built  hiniBeU  a  fine  bou&e^ 
handaome  rediiae  in  the  prime  of  life,  among  nciglilM 
whose  affinities  had  changed^  and  pointed  out  with  tbo  ff 
ger  of.  cariosity  aa  the  man  wLo  had  once  been  Preside 
As  a  final  misfortane  it  proved  impossible  to  allay  Piercr  ^ 
obloqay,  for  the  adminlBtratioQ  which  followed  carried 
obseqoions  policy  to  a  worse  fruition. 

The  cabinet  of  this  administration  was  a  mosaic  woisr-lkf 
made  up  to  please  all  factions  of  the  Democratic  pai*^^.^^! 
but  Jefferson  Davis,  who  has  commented  upon  its  contiK:m.^v- 
ance  without  a  single  change,  attributes  that  felidt^:^^^ 
harmony  to  the  remarkable  power  exerted  by  the  clA^^^i 
who  was  generous,  frank,  and,  in  Southern  estimation.  ^^ 
least,  true  to  his  friends  and  his  faith.*  No  private  c^^:^^- 
respondence  of  this  administration  has  seen  the  light ;  ^^  ^* 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  contemporary  opinion  ^^^* 
correct  in  asenbing  the  management  to  an  exdusive  cli^::^^^^ 
composed  of  Davis,  Gushing,  and  President  Pierce  himft'^^^^ 
who  unified  the  efforts  to  win  a  second  term.  Others,  ^^® 
doubt,  pulled  the  small  wires  of  local  activity ;  but  all  t^^»-*^ 
was  planned  and  executed  in  domestic  policy  was  plan^c^^ 
and  executed  probably  by  this  inner  clique.  Nor  did  ^W  ^^' 
ferson  Davis  confine  himself,  as  we  strongly  suspect,  to     "•5Ji« 

*  Jefferson  Davis's  Confederacy,  26. 
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lansion  of  our  united  Confedencj,  withoat  keeping  in 
w  the  contingency  that  his  section  might  secede,  carry- 
off  all  congenial  accretions  of  soil  with  it.  Never  did 
'ar  secretary  in  times  of  profound  peace  give  sach  energy 
the  mobilizing  of  oar  military  force,  which,  with  West- 
jit  prepossessions,  he  thought  should  pass  Tolunteers  by 

1  develop  as  a  great  regular  army.     He  searched  out  and 
roduced  the  latest  improvements  in  the  art  of  war,  send- 

a  commission  to  the  Crimea,  and  busying  himself  over 
3d  muskets,  minie-balls,  and  the  casting  of  cannon  by 

newest  process.  Aided  by  Cooper,  the  adjutant-gen- 
1,  whose  talents  went  later  to  rebellion's  cause,  he 
»mulgated  a  light-infantry  system  of  tactics,  revised  army 
ulatioDB,  and  modified  the  Ust  in  the  whole  roster, 
vis  has  claimed  that  in  this  zest  of  official  action  he  was 
;  impelled  by  sectional  considerations ;  and  yet  there  are 
res  of  his  memoirs  which  indicate  Uiat,  like  other  slave- 
ders  of  his  advanced  type,  he  had  a  keen  eye  to  disunion 
isibilities,  even  while  he  hoped,  during  these  four  years, 

Southemize  the  Union  instead.*  Southern  forts  and 
ithem  arsenals  were  not  neglected  under  his  careful 
>ervision.t  And  whether  it  were  from  reckless  temper  or 
oe  deeper  motive  for  a£front,  Davis  kept  up  bitter  rela- 
is  with  Winfield  Scott,  and  opposed  that  new  honor  of 
^motion  which,  by  the  co-operation  of  all  loyal  men, 
m1  that  lion-like  Virginian  unapproachably  at  the  head  of 

army  list. 
Pierce's   Secretary   of   War,   in  fine,  had  his  own   oon- 
cuous  fortune  in  being  the  only  member  of  an  ill-starred 
ninistration,  distrusted  and  deserted,  to  survive  in  public 
iaeuce.     Buchanan  was  too  wary  a  politician  to  take  any 

2  of  them  on  board  of  his  bark,  decked  as  he  wished  it  to 

Jefferaon  Davis's  Confederacy,  c.'4;  Alfriend's  Life  of  Daris,  c.  5. 

There  was  mach  Northern  comment  npon  the  Act  of  August  IS, 
3,  approved  bj  President  Pierce,  which  appropriated  for  the  whole 
»  of  Northern  Atlantic  fortifi«"ations,  the  re0on  of  the  chief  commer- 

porta,  only  $190,000,  bat  for  tho^  of  the  Sf>uthem  Atlantic  and  the 
A  €928,000.  The  final  bill  of  March  3.  1857,  made  the  inequality 
*h.  less,  but  the  South  still  kept  the  lion's  share. 
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appear,  for  odm^  leM.    Mtacy  died  aoon  after  retiremet^li 
and  ao  did  DobUn;  CSnabingt  after  a  modicum  of  Ma&&A' 
difiaetla  poUtfoa,  aooght  the   more   congeDial   atiDosph* 
tC  WaddngUm  dtgr  aa  a  practising  lawyer.     But  Jeffc^n^nou 
Davia  waa  a  true  and  troated  bod  of  MiBBtssippi ;  the  l€^i«r 
iatttra'of  tiiaft  State  had  not  neglected  his  future;  and 
die  eame  day  that  he  koeed  bia  grip  upon   tbe   Wtn^ita 
Hooaei  he  re-eateied  the  Senate  for  a  last  natioual  car^^«r- 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 

ADMINISTRATION  OP  JABfES  BUCHANAN. 

SEcnoN  I. 

period   of  thirty-fifth  congress. 

March  4,  1857— March  3,  1859. 

Human  ambition  is  the  constant  motive  force  of  public 
ents,  the  staple  of  historical  narration.  And  the  world's 
perience  shows  that  the  meaner  ambition  of  place  for  the 
ke  of  power  and  pelf  dominates  men's  minds  more  than 
3  desire  to  use  high  station  for  the  good  of  the  governed. 

a  fierce  and  fighting  age,  one  wades  through  slaughter  to 
ich  the  supreme  distinction;  while  under  the  softening 
luences  of  a  settled  and  peaceful  government  whose  prizes 
3  awarded  by  the  general  suffrage,  his  constant  temptation 
to  resort  to  corrupt,  insidious,  and  flattering  arts  for  gain- 
V  promotion  from  his  fellow-citizens.  Among  statesmen 
*aggling  for  immediate  popularity,  even  the  noblest  are  in 
Bger  of  weakening  in  the  high  principles  which  their  hearts 
1  them  are  right,  while  the  coarser-grained  grovel  and  fawn 
eequiously,  as  though  the  title  to  superiority  on  their  part 
fc^'olved  no  gift  of  discernment  beyond  the  common  level, 

as  panderers  to  the  particular  lust  which  those  who  can 
fTate  them  to  office  wish  gratified. 

In  the  American  days  we  are  describing,  the  fountain  of 
tional  honors  was  in  full  possession  of  the  Democratic 
rt^, — a  party  whose  deepest  principles  had  splendid  vigor 
i  vitality,  but  whose  immediate  policy  had  become  dan- 
ously  perverted.  That  perversion  was  owing  to  the  new 
^ade  slavery  was  urging  against  the  enlightenment  of  the 

;  and  the  slave  power,  the  oligarchy  of  human  capital, 
^    ruled  the  Democratic  party,  the  fountain  of  hononif 
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citadel  of  nationul  strength.  The  moral  oppoeitioti 
r  ^  -odd  only  whetted  sluvery'a  deaii%  to  overrule  th:vt 

)u;    aud  it  grew  tvL'aiiuous  and  exat-tiug   in  theei? 

^.*-,         the  verge  of  rebellion.     It  was  the  Pru^toriau  Utiud 

M     :ed  aud  unfixed  adtninietrationf^,  and,  like  \ts  Roman 

e+  made  up  for  inferiority  in  numbers  by  oonjptit'l 
ui  dis<H|)iine»  and  unity  of  p;ir[>oBe.  How  many 
luul  )ea<lers  of  thet>G  tijues  bent  to  its  m*u  dictates^  nnd 
in  consequence  sank  into  their  graves,  mortid  and  corruptible, 
with  honors  as  earthy  as  their  epitapba.  Pierce,  Cass,  Doug- 
las, and  bnndreds  of  otUera  less  eouHpicuous,  are  of  that 
number ;  and  the  record  of  a  new  four  years  w  ill  constrain 
US  to  add  Bnchanan.  It  is  something  for  fame  to  hnve  filled 
high  stations, — t*:*  have  beapevl  oOk-e  up^>n  office  ^  performed 
weighty  fnnctions,  dispensed  wide  pntronrige ;  these  are 
among  the  gootl  things  which  are  enjoyed  in  this  life  and  ex* 
lianstud.  But  where  is  posthumous  fame,  ^vhere  is  the 
gratitude  of  coming  generations,  when  one's  sordid  ambition 
has  been  confined  to  making  himself  solid  with-  the  roMng 
and  transitory  influences  which  enable  him  to  rise,  and  he 
leaves  to  posterity  neither  the  inspiration  of  a  great  canse 
nor  a  great  example  ? 

James  Buchanan,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced 

of  our  public  functionaries,  who,  unlike  his  predecessor,  had 

a  long  store  of  experience  to  draw  upon,  was  welcomed  to 

the  Presidency  in  full  sincerity  of  heart  by  many 

M^h.  *"^o^8  ^^^  patriotic  citizens,  besides  his  party 
supporters.  He  was  a  man  of  many  cordial  friend- 
ships, admirable  to  meet  on  the  social  footing ;  and  the  people 
drew  a  breath  of  relief  as  a  President  whose  bane  had  been 
the  wish  to  be  re-elected  and  serve  longer  gave  place  to  this 
sagacious  old  statesman,  whose  years  and  desire  to  fill  but 
one  term  creditably  seemed  ahready  an  earnest  of  fairness 
and  independence  of  purpose. 

Familiar  with  this  national  city,  whither  he  had  flitted 
quietly  from  Wheatland  in  course  of  the  winter  to  advise 
upon  his  counsellors,  Buchanan  re-entered  Washington  early 
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OD  the  dd  of  March,  and  took  his  bachelor  comfort  over  an 
anthracite  fire  in  his  old  quarters  at  the  National  Hotel. 
Attended  by  a  friend  and  naval  surgeon,  he  happily  escaped 
that  poisonous  disorder  which,  from  no  perceptible  cause, 
attacked  nearly  all  the  guests  of  the  house,  at  this  time,  and 
from  whose  dire  effects  many  distinguished  citizens  from 
various  parts  of  the  Union  never  wholly  recovered.     The 
ceremonies  of  inauguration  took  place  at  noon  of  the  4th, 
Pierce  and  Buchanan  riding  to  the  capitol  together  in  an 
o|>eii  carriage,  attended  by  a  detachment  of  the  Keystone 
political  club  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  Inxly-guard,  and  escorted 
in  a  fine  procession  of  the  usual  kind.     The  inaugural  ad- 
dress, which  was  read  by  the  President-elect  upon  the  eastern 
portico,  found  enthusiastic  listeners,  and  at  its  conclusion 
the  official  oath  was  administered  by  Taney,  the  Chief  Justice. 
In  this  address  Buchanan  pledged  his  efforts  to  the  task 
of  restoring  harmony  and  the  ibicieut  friendship  among  people 
of  the  several  States,  and  preser>ing  these  ^^  free  institutions  " 
throagh  many  generations  to  come.     He  announced  his  per- 
sonal conviction  that  he  owed  his  election  to  the  inherent 
love  which  Americans  felt  for  the  Constitution  and  Union ; 
he  declared  his  intention  to  8er\'e  but  om:  term,  and  admin 
^ter  affairs  with  the  single  moUve  of  bening   his  fellow- 
citizens  faithfully  and  living  in  their  grateful  memory;  he 
^^citated  his  coantrymen  upon  that  impri'^hivc  spectacle, 
^he  instant  submission  of  the  minority  1}  tlie  voice  of  the 
iiui]ority  after  a  Plresidential  coute?)t  so  impaiMioned  and  im- 
portant.    Would  that  impressive  npectade  have  been  seen, 
one  may  ask,  had  the  Hepublieans  Uen  in  the  maj^jrity? 
^  Uus  same  simple  principle — that  the  will  of  the  majority 
^^  govern — lay,  continual  B'jchanan.  tlie  tnie  settlement 
of  the  questiOD  of  domestic  slavery  in  the  territories.     And 
^  whole  territorial  controversy  \jt:\na  thas  settled  in^lepeivl- 
enUy  of  Coi^ress,  no  other  r|ue»tion  remaias;  becanse  all 
*gree  that,  under  the  Constitution,  slavery  in  a  State  is  be- 
yond the  reach  of   any  hnman    |  ow*  r.  except  that  of  the 
State  ooDoemed.     **May  we  not.  tL' n.  hope  that  the  long 
agitation  oa  this  subject  is  approaching  it4  end,  and  that 
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grapbicil  pities  to  which  it  ha«  gjv€ti  birth,  eo 
ended  bj  the  fnther  of  his  country,  will  speedily  be- 
tiwtt?  Most  Jjuj>py  will  it  be  fur  tbe  country  when 
I  ic  mind  bbaUbe  diverted  from  this  questioo  U>  others 
presuiug  aad  practical  importance/'  *  gj 

J 

m  AA  irere  soothing  wonls,  surely,  and  oourtesj  and 
O  ding  vent  out  from  all  true  lovers  of  tbe  Union  to 
t  man  who  uttered  theni-  Now,  as  under  each  new  Prcsi- 
ut.Jt  in  turn,  the  great  mass  t>f  the  people  appeared  respon- 
sive; for  they  weaned  of  this  moral  agitation  and  wisbJd  to 
change  the  subject*  Our  sequel  will  show  whether  this  oon- 
intervention  extinguisLer  was  put  over  the  flames  so  consid- 
erately;  wlkether,  in  point  of  fact,  the  will  of  tbe  majority 
was  allowed  ltd  tranquil  operation* 

The  cast  of  the  new  cabinet  wsis  notdecided  without  pain- 
ful delay  and  tribuktion.  The  Senate  met  and  adjourned 
on  tbe  5th  of  March,  without  receiving  a  nomination  of  any 
kind.  But  on  the  6th  the  list  of  chief  advisers  was  sent  in, 
and  immediately  confirmed.  It  comprised  Lewis  Case,  of 
Michigan,  as  Secretary  of  State ;  Howell  Cobb,  of  Geoigia, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  John  B.  Floyd,  of  Vii^inia,  Sec- 
retary of  War ;  Isaac  Toucey,  of  Connecticut,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy;  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  SecTctary  of 
the  Interior;  Aaron  V.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  Postmaster- 
General  ;  and  Jeremiah  S.  Black,  of  Pennsylvania,  Attorney- 
Greneral.  Such  a  cabinet  might  seem  at  first  sight  faiiiji 
representative  of  the  whole  Union,  in  a  geographical  sense  : 
but  in  reality  it  was  a  South-side  cabinet,  more  literally  so 
than  that  of  Franklin  Pierce.  Not  only  did  slaveholding 
Democrats  outnumber  those  from  free  States  by  four  tm 
three,  but  two  at  least  of  the  latter  were  tremulous  exponents 
of  Northern  sentiment.  Cass,  by  this  time  the  most  vec 
erable  office-holder  in  America,  added  to  the  easy  indolen<= 
which  had  always  been  characteristic  of  him  the  growina 
torpor  of  old  age.      Experienced,  and  not  without 


*  Inaugural  address,  March  4, 1857 ;  2  Curtifl*s  Buchanan,  c.  9. 
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Cedent  for  disdusioQ,  he  had  f <^wed  all  his  long  life  rattier 

'tlian  led,  atrivuig  for  many  a  long  mile  to  keep  ap  eageriy 

^where  at  heart  he  was  relactant.     Buchanan's  selection  of 

Yh.la  premier  was  an  act  of  personal  friendship,  and  secored, 

r^oo,  for  hia  cabinet  a  respectable  figure-head  of  solid  timber; 

s^nd   Cass's  genial  traits  of  character,  besides,  had  gained 

bim  a  wide  popularity,  r^ardless  of  his  polities,  which  it 

"^waa  well  known  should  be  taken  with  a  strong  pinch  of  salt. 

!For    convenience,  then,  and   pliable  counsel,  as  one   who 

^vwould  make  no  trouble,  was  the  Secretary  of  State  selected ; 

sknd  the  President  soon  found  as  a  penalty  that  he  would 

Ikave  to  carry  most  of  the  burden  of  foreign  correspondence 

mipon  his  own  shoulders.*      Toucey,  again,  the  discarded 

Senator  of  a  State  now  RepuUican,  whose  popular  will  he 

liad  opposed  whfle  he  had  opportunity,  possessed  neither 

t;he  tenets  nor  the  talent  to  control  a  New  England  constit- 

neccy.      Black,  the  last  of  the  Northern  trio,  brought  to 

Ills  post  a  good  professional  reputation,  and  in  fact  well 

fitted  it,  but  he   was  new  to  the  nation  and  to  national 

politics. 

Of  Southern  men  in  the  cabinet,  Floyd  was  a  Virginian, 
^nd  the  son  of  a  Viiginian,  and  his  service  had  been  to  his 
State.  Thompson,  though  formerly  in  Congress,  owed  his 
oonspicuousness  to  the  espousal  of  ^  ^  Southern  State  rights  '*  in 
1850;  while  Brown,  a  faithful  and  industrious  Democratic 
leader  in  Tennessee,  had  lately  serve<l  as  governor  of  that 
State.  Of  the  new  cabinet  and  admiuistration,  Howell  Cobb 
^was  by  all  odds  the  one  whom  expectation  prefigured  as  the 
master  spirit.  Strong,  coarse,  and  undaunted  in  his  aspira- 
tions, he  was  intensely  pro-blavery  in  his  %iews,  aud  yet  had 
bitherto  shown  something  of  a  magnanimous  national  spirit 
A  constitutional  Unionist  in  1850,  he  was  one  of  those  who  had 
defined  allegiance  to  the  old  flag  as  conditional  upon  com- 
promises.     Still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  combining  boldness 

•  See  2  Cmtis^s  Buchanau,  399.  which  relates  that  Caas.  eren  while  in 
Jackson's  cabinet  and  in  the  full  vif^or  of  his  families,  used  to  wornr  his 
chieftain  greatly  by  bringing  him  matters  to  decide  which  he  ought  to 
have  decided  for  himself. 
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with  energy,  this  Bon  of  Georgia  kept  full  oommand  of  his 
resources,  and  yet  it  was  felt  that  he  had  never  quite  oome 
up  to  the  full  grade  of  statesman.  His  gifts,  so  far  as  tested, 
were  for  political  leadership ;  and  as  to  finance,  which  he  now 
took  for  his  special  department,  his  competency  was  already 
doubtful.  To  one  who  has  not  patient  industry  and  a  firm 
grasp  of  numerical  tables  and  economics,  the  arithmetic  of 
public  operations,  which  consists  in  making  dose  and  intelli- 
gent estimates  and  then  working  them  out  in  fall  practice, 
must  be  a  hidden  science. 

To  turn  once  more  to  the  plausible  appeal  of  Buchanan's 
inaugural  address,  for  what  eud  was  this  **  happy  concep- 
tion," whereby  Congress  was  to  practice  self-abnegation 
and  self -denial,  and  see  what  might  come  of  the  exercise  of 
a  local  option  between  slavery  and  freedom  ?  And  leaving 
that  will  of  a  local  majority  to  operate  in  the  national  terri- 
tory, what  assurance  was  given  that  rebellious  dismember- 
ment from  the  Union  might  not  be  the  logical  outcome,  rather 
than  the  loyal  submission  of  a  constitution  republican  in  its 
form  to  the  approval  of  Congress  ?  Between  that  earliest  ter- 
ritorial organization  and  settlement,  moreover,  and  the  final 
admission  as  State  with  institutions  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
external  interference,  was  an  admitted  hiatus ;  for  when,  or 
how  frequently  or  changeably,  might  these  settlers,  by  vir- 
tue of  "  popular  sovereignty,"  decide  for  themselves  as  be- 
tween free  and  slave  institutions?  ''This,"  said  the  new 
President  in  substance,  by  way  of  reply,  ''  is  a  judicial  ques- 
tion ;  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  before  whom 
it  is  pending,  will  speedily  settle  it,  and  to  their  decision,  in  ^ 

common  with  all  good  citizens,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit.*' 
The  clause  which  contained  this  significant  reference,  we  are  s 

told,  was  inserted,  after  Buchanan's  arrival  at  Washington,  ^  m 

in  an  address  which  had  been  carefully  composed  at  home,  ^  ^ 

copied   and  recopied.*     Its  insertion  served  an  itnportant         -^cy 
purpose ;    and  it  would  be  very  strange  if,  when   the  new 


^en 


*  2  Curtis'8  Buchanan,  187. 
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^ineddent  read  that  passage,  with  the  Judges  gathered  in 
tbeir  robes  about  him,  he  did  not  kuow,  as  they  did,  the 
porport  of  the  coming  decision.*  Ominous  of  evil  was  it, 
*t  all  events,  that  on  great  moral  and  political  issues,  such 
^  divided  the  whole  people,  Buchanan  should  have  hailed 
^^  arbitrament  of  a  court  in  which  Democrats  and  slave- 
**^Wers  were  strongly  uppermost,  as  the  end  of  strife. 
^^^yrics  upon  the  will  of  the  majority  with  such  an  ap- 
plloation  were  like  coaxing  the  flock  into  new  pastures,  to 
^^^  the  key  of  the  paddock  turned  upon  them. 

"^Hie  Dred  Scott  decision  was  pronounced  on  the  6th  of 

'^^^rch.      The  spectacle  already  prepared  for  the 

^^>*"tli  basement  room  in  the  rear  of  the  inaugura- 

^^^^     staircase  was  postponed  over  a  day,  and  then   the 

®*^fceii  dignitaries  assembled  before  a  legal  audience  with 

^I^^i^ons  ready  and  their  parts  all  cast.     Dred  Scott  was  a 

^Sn*o  slave  of  Missouri,  who  about  1834  was  taken  by  his 

^^^^r,  a  surgeon  of  the  regular  army,  in  the  course  of 

^^^       own   military   detail,   first  to   a  military   post  in  the 

^^%c  of  Illinois,  and  afterward  to  Fort  Snelling,  on  the 

_^^t;  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  near  what  is  now  the  city 

^^t.  Paul,  a  territorial  region  from  which  slavery  had  been 

j^^l^^essly  excluded  under  the  Missouri  compromise  act  of 

"^O.     From  this  latter  place,  where  he  married,  with  the 

.p^^^i^eon's  consent,  one  of  his  own  race  and  condition,  Scott 

^.^^^  brought  back  to  Missouri  in  1838,  and,  with  wife  and 

j^J^^Xdren,  was  sold  and  made  over  to  another  master.    Alleg- 

,^*^^^   upon  this  state  of  facts  that  he  and  his  whole  family 

^  ^^^  rightfully  free,  the  negro  sued  for  trespass  in  a  St. 

^^TJ^^^tiiB  court,  and  the  case  was  decided  in  his  favor.     But 

^^^  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri  reversed  the  judgment,  after 

^^Vuch  the  case  was  carried  into  the  Federal  circuit.     What- 


*  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  as  Republican  leaders  have  sometimes  charged, 
^^i«t  any  secret  understanding  existed  between  the  flxecutive  and  judi- 
ciary as  to  the  actual  judgment.    Buchanan  has  spoken  indignantly  of 
^e  "  infamous  and  unfounded  a&sertion  **  that  Chief  Justice  Taney  told 
^im  what  the  decision  would  be.    2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  207.    And  see 
Tyler's  Life  of  Taney,  c.  6. 
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I 
ever  motives  mny  have  set  the  original  process  rnnain^i 
politicians  sniiffeti  by  1854  the  opportunity  to  use  Uiis  pooi 
bare  of  a  client  in  a  grand  t^hase  after  constitntional  prin* 
ciples ;  or,  in  other  Tvonls,  so  aii  to  elicit  from  the  Supreme 
Court  of  tbo  United  States  a  decbion  upon  the  validity  ol 
the  Missouri  compromi&e  and  those  otlier  matters  which  thf 
Kanfias-Nehrasku  uet  bad  forced  into  national  controversy* 
The  defendant  slaveholder  pleaded  to  the  circuit  jurisdio 
tion  that  Dred  Scott  was  not  in  any  case  **  a  citizen  entitle^ 
to  BUCj"  because  a  negro  of  African  descent;  that  plea  the 
court  overruled,  and,  in  May,  1854,  sent  the  case  to  a  jury^ 
in  accordance  with  whose  verdict  judgment  was  rendered 
that  the  plaintiif  wad  still  properly  n  slave;  and  then  thf 
Khole  record  went  on  final  appeal  to  t!  c  tribunal  in  Washing* 
ton.  Not  referees^  to  be  en  re,  at  their  own  instance,  ttu 
niQe  Bilk  gowns,  all  DetDOcruta  but  one,  and  five  of  tlieat 
from  the  States  where  color  presumed  servitude,  listened 
patiently  to  the  arguments  of  counsel  favorable  to  one  polit* 
ical  aspect  of  the  case  or  another.  Argued  at  the  wintei 
term  which  preceded  this  last  Presidential  canvass,  reargued 
at  the  next  term  following  the  election,  this  case  was  not 
decided  till  the  chum  of  legislation  overhead  had  ceased 
and  the  President-elect  was  inducted  into  office ;  after  which, 
the  oracle  which  Southern  statesmen  behind  the  scenes  had 
been  trying  for  many  weeks  to  pry  open  was  gravely  un- 
sealed.* 

It  was  an  extraordinary  decision,  certainly,  for  the  third 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  extraordinai*y  in 
more  senses  than  one.  Lucky  for  Buchanan,  said  one  of 
his  friends  in  comment,  that  the  case  was  not  decided  a 
year  earlier;  for,  had  it  been,  ^^in  my  belief  nothing  on 
earth  could  have  prevented  Fremont's  election."  f  To  the 
majority  opinion  of  the  court  five  out  of  the  nine  judges 

*  See  Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  316,  etc.  Stephens  writes  that  he 
has  been  trying  hard  to  get  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide,  adding  that 
he  has  reason  to  think  the  justices  will  decide  that  the  Missouri  restrio 
tion  is  unconstitutional. 

t  George  T.  Curtis,  in  2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  137. 


1S57.  THE  DRED  SCOTT  DECISION.  375 

8iml3Bcribed  heartily ;  Nelson  and  Grier  confined  themselves 
more  timorously  to  aflSrming  simply  the  judgment;  while 
oi&ly  two,  McLean  and  Curtis,  spoke  out  for   freedom.     In 
tlie  first  place,  the  Judgment  of   the  circuit  court  was  re- 
veir^ed  and  a  mandate  ordered  to  dismiss  the  case  for  want 
oT  a  competent  plaintiff ;  since  no  negro,  bond  or  free,  who 
WAS  of  slave  ancestry,  could  maintain  a  standing  in  these 
United  States  courts  as  ^^  a  citizen."     Next,  after  denying 
it;^  own  Jurisdiction  of  the  dispute,  the  court  proceeded — 
e:^'tra-judicially,  of  course — to  pass  upon  the  plea  to  the 
n&^urits  and  discuss  the  constitutional  points  which  the  poll- 
ticsians  were  interested  in.     In  Illinois,  it  was  held,  Scotf  c 
8't;cfttus  as  a  slave  was  controlled  by  a  Missouri   domicile; 
ix&     Minnesota  territory,  by   the  principle   that  an  act  of 
Oongress  which  excluded    slavery  north  of   a  prescribed 
psurallel,  was  necessarily  unconstitutional  and  void.     And 
B^te^tching  their  dictum  still  further,  the  slaveholding  jus- 
^ioes  in  the   majority  resolved   the   Presidential  doubt  so 
meekly  expressed  two  days  before,  by  announcing,  as  from 
tlic  seat  of   omniscience,  that  slaveholders  could  carry  their 
slave  property  into  any  of  the  common  territories,  and  that 
tlie  people  of  a  territory  could  not  lawfully  hinder  the  en- 
joyment of  that  right  until  the  period  should  arrive  for  full 
Admission  into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  State.* 

Itf  elancholy  must  have  been  the   spectacle  in  this  cavern 

^^  Justice,  through  whose  eastern  windows  glanced  the  sun- 

^^^^ins  as  into  some  mausoleum,  when  the  Chief  Justice,  a 

^Aix  of  frail  and  attenuated  frame,  read  to  a  large  audience 

^^     the  bar,  in   a  low  tone  of  voice  almost  inaudible,  the 

'^^Jority  opinion  prepared  by  himself.     Elaborate,  adroitly 

pat    together  and  cruel,  it  doomed  the  African  of  this  age 

^y    "the  standard  of  three  centuries  ago, — exploring  musty 

***^   worm-eaten  codes,  and  announcing  far  too  broadly  that, 

^^  tihe  date  our  Federal  Constitution  was  adopted,  negroes 

^^^    been  and  were  still  regarded  as  beings  of  an  inferior 

^'^^r,  "  and  so  far  inferior  that  they  had   no  rights  which 

Xc  TLowmrd*B  Reports,  393,  Justices  McLean  and  Curtis  dissenting. 
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,ije  white  man  was  bound  to  respect"  That  cunllmg 
phraee  wns  not  forgotten  ;  and,  though  Taney  utter^  it 
merely  as  sld  historical  conclusion,  our  people  believed  it  to 
exprc&s  the  real  aentiment  entertained  by  liimBeli'  and  Lis 
Southern  colleagues  on  the  bench  tovrartle  the  oppressed  i 
and  ill  that  sense  they  interpreted  it,  Taney  bad  many 
admirable  traits  of  character,  being  learned  in  the  law, 
painstaking,  upright,  and  full  of  dignity;  that  be  could 
take  odium  unflincbiugly  he  bail  shoviU  when,  as  JacksoD*8 
secretary,  he  removed  the  deposits.  But  he  was  wanting 
in  the  flow  of  healthy  blood,  and  beuceforth  to  a  lai^ 
fractitju  of  Americans  he  seemed  almost  a  vampire,  hover- 
ing in  the  dim  twilight*  Not  dilHotilt  was  it  to  rake 
together  a  heap  of  rubbish  testimony  frcnu  colonial  acts, 
the  wTitings  of  European  publicists,  and  the  statute-books 
moreover  of  our  original  thirteen  Stalei**  But  where  was 
the  clear  letter  of  the  Constitution  that  set  an  eternal 
doom  upon  the  inheritors  of  an  Ethiopian  skin?  For  Ii( 
dians,  it  was  admitted,  the  red  race,  were  placed  in  no  sadh 
unfortunate  category.  Where  was  the  rising  snn  of  tbe 
American  revolution,  to  dissipate  this  festering  mass  of 
misconception?  Where  were  the  hopes,  the  wishes,  cher- 
ished by  Franklin,  by  Washington,  by  Jefferson,  Adams, 
Hamilton,  Madison,  and  all  the  chief  framers  and  ex- 
pounders of  our  perfected  Federal  system,  under  whose 
benign  influence  freedom  was  carried  into  new  territories. 
State  after  State  was  induced  to  emancipate,  and  the 
African  slave-trade  became  abolished  as  a  sin  and  piracy? 
Where,  too,  was  Lord  Mansfield  and  that  world-renowned 
decree,  rendered  while  the  old  thirteen  were  still  lojal 
colonies,  which  declared  that  the  slave  who  once  touched 
foot  on  English  soil  was  irresistibly  free  ?  Jefferson,  when 
President,  had  demanded  black  seamen,  American  slaves 
by  ancestry,  who  had  been  dragged  by  British  officers  from 
the  deck  of  the  '*  Chesapeake,"  as  ''  native  citizens  of  the 
United  States."  But  Jefferson's  generalities  fared  badly 
from  his  Southern  countrymen  in  these  days;  for  the 
Chief  Justice  asserted — and  thousands  echoed  the  thought 
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^that  the  Declaration  of   Independence   never  meant  to 

include  black  men  when  proclaiming  that  ^^  all  men  are 
created  equal."  Finally,  to  touch  upon  the  more  technical 
merits  of  the  Dred  Scott  case,  the  plaintiff's  domicile  was 
viewed  as  though  he  had  fixed  or  changed  it  of  his  own 
f  i*ee  will,  and  with  no  inquiry  as  to  his  master's  domicile, 
And  no  regard  to  the  important  fact  that  the  latter  had 
^one  from  one  place  to  another  under  the  military  orders 
or  the  United  States  government,  carrying  the  negro  with 
liiin. 

Precedents  like  Mansfield's  immortal  one  may  light  a  long 
psLthway,  but  the  beacon  of  a  false  precedent  sinks  into  the 
q^uicksand  upon  which  it  is  built.  Judgments,  as  the  world 
^cxs  on,  are  overlapped,  overgrown,  overwhelmed  by  prec- 
e<]«Dts ;  courts  change  in  the  persons  that  constitute  them ; 
&  decision  operates  only  in  a  single  example;  and  of  all 
perversions  of  right,  judicial  perversion  is  borne  the  least 
psttiently,  because  the  fountain,  polluted  at  its  source,  must 
l>e  purified  or  stopped.  Dreil  Scott,  the  lay-figure  in  this 
solemn  mummery  for  the  regulation  of  Kansas,  served 
bis  purpose  to  tiie  politicians,  and  soon  obtained  by  the 
8r<"<ice  of  his  master  that  freedom  which  the  courts  of  justice 
denied  him.  But  the  virus  of  the  views  promulgatecl  by  this 
bi^hest  tribunal  of  the  land  corroded  the  Southern  heart, 
^^d  the  poles  of  our  confederated  system  diverged  more 
^•^dely. 

Buchanan  showed  an  imbecile  fidelity  to  Southern  prin- 
ciples, by  swallowing  whole  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  court,  or 
t'a.tdier  of  its  slavehokling  fraction,  even  to  the  last  morsel, 
discriminating  legal  friends  still  hesitated  to  reganl  what 
^«iA  spoken  aifiter  as  part  of  the  decision ;  but  to  his  mind 
*t  ^ew  clear  as  Bible  truth  that  the  people  of  a  territory 
Could  not  hinder  or  exelndc  the  holding  of  slaves  until  it 
^^^^  time  to  come  into  the  Union  as  a  full-fledged  State. 
*^lie  court  had  so  ruled  it,  and  he  pre.«ently  wondered  that 
"^tielliirent  men  could  ever  have  thought  it  otherwise.  So 
*^Uch,  then,  for  the  first  twist  to  that  "  happy  conception" 
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he  had  so  applaudingly  comtneuded,  when  taking  bis  os4 
— that  of  leaving  the  majority  of  the  territorial  settlers  pi 
fecUy  free  to  regulate  the  vexiug  question  in  tbeir  owo  wi 
And  uow,  with  tLe  MiH^ouri  eon^promiEie  untnralty  dead, 
coroner's  inquest  Jaw,  and  decently  interred,  let  us  e 
squatter  sovereiguty  working  out  ita  course  like  a  bli 
mole. 

Unhappy  Kansas  remained  fast  l>onnd  to  the  wheel 
legitimat^y.  Fraiuluh^nt  legitimacy  was  thia,  to  be  sui 
— legitimacy  which  represented  hut  one  sidej  but  Pre 
dent  Huchauan  adhered  to  the  principle  infle^cibly^  U 
Pierce  before  him,  Geury*  we  Ijnve  seen,  had  come 
WashLugtiin  to  determiue  his  fate:*  Le  found  the  ear 
againat  him,  and  tlirew  up  his  htind,  leaving  lite  ni 
President  free  to  fill  the  pliice  to  suit  himself.  Thi 
st-dwart  jrovcnionj  of  Kansati  liad  failed  in  turn, — Reed< 
Shannon,  and  Geary  j  the  fomth  selection  wjij*  an  exti 
ordinary  one,  of  no  lesa  a  personage,  in  fact,  than  Rob« 
J.  Walker,  the  quondam  asBociate  of  our  new  P^sident 
Polk's  cabinet,  and  financier  in  the  Mexican  war.  Asto 
ishing  must  it  seem  that  one  of  such  prestige  and  repnl 
tion  could  have  taken  up  with  a  post  so  inferior  ai 
uninviting.  But  Walker  had  a  knack  at  both  small  thioj 
and  great,  and  Buchanan  pressed  the  position  upon  hi 
with  importunity,  knowing  woll  his  skill  in  straightenii 
out  political  troubles  where  legislatures  were  conceme 
In  fact,  as  Walker  conceived  his  mission,  the  idea  wi 
already  given  up  of  dragooning  Kansas  into  a  slave  Stat 
and  the  effort  would  be  rather  to  manipulate  it  into  ti 
next  best  condition  of  a  State  faithful  to  the  slayeholdii 
Democracy.  At  first  declining  the  place  altogether,  o) 
shrewd  little  statesman  considered  and  accepted,  ape 
the  Presidents  earnest  persuasion  that  the  safety  ai 
entirety  of  the  Union  were  here  at  stake  ;  and  he  aecepte< 
upon  a  well-founded  assurance  that  tlie  administratk 
concurred  with  him  in  the  genuine  belief  that  the  acta 

•  Supra,  p.  360.    Spring,  c.  9. 
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bona  fide  resideDte  of  KaoMs  miist  be  permitted,  by  thdr 
fair,  free,  and  regular  TOte,  to  decide  for  tbemaelves  whether 
slavery  or  freedom  should  be  their  condition  under  a  State 
Constitution.*  Possibly  the  administration  had  not  taken 
the  wily  ex-Secretary  quite  at  his  word ;  but  it  seems  more 
likely  that  the  President  yielded  to  unexpected  Southern 
pressure  afterwards,  and  deserted  his  new  governor  to 
please  the  Cobb  clique  of  his  cabinet. 

Be  this  as  it  may.  Walker,  instead  of  announcing  the 
liberal  programme  thus  agreed  upon  for  buncombe  merely, 
proposed  to  earn  the  gratitude  of  the  true  settlers  of  Kansas 
l>j  putting  it  into  honest  effect.  His  territorial  secretary, 
BSederick  P.  Stanton,  a  talented  and  high-toned  young 
lawyer  who  had  served  in  Congress,  was  despatched 
t^  the  forerunner  of  the  new  policy ;  and  Walker, 
on  his  own  tardy  arrival^  labored  with  equal  fervency  Ut  se- 
onre  the  confidence  of  the  free-State  coloniiits,  who  were 
xxixw  ponring  into  the  territory  in  a  rapid  stream.  The 
political  indictments  for  treason  against  their  leaders  were 
<lQasbed ;  and  Robinson,  when  tried  some  mr/nths  later  for 
Usurping  the  oflSce  of  governor,  was  acquitted  by  a  Jury. 

Among  the  acts  of  the  pro-slavery  legislature  which  Geary, 
tlie  late  governor,  had  vetoed  to  no  puqiose,  was  that  which 
oalled  a  convention  at  Leoompton  Vf  frame  a  State  Omstitu- 
tioQ.  It  dkl  not  provide  a  sobmittsi^fu  of  tlie  convention's 
Work  to  the  inhabitants,  nor  was  the  oeui^us  ordereirl  as  a 
baaig  for  electing  delegates  an  impartial  one.  FVjr  tliese 
lessons,  and  becaa^ie  they  were  f»till  diftim^rlined  to  reerjgnize 
the  ruflSan  legislatures  in  any  way,  the  free-State  men  ab- 
stained from  the  cooventir^n.  In  vain  did  Goremor  Walker 
tiige  them  to  propi^^s^  fleU^Atea  ao'l  go  Vf  the  poik ;  that  the 
Icgialatare  which  ha/1  ordered  thi«  e^^jvention  was  the  only 
^gitimate  one.  When  askerl  what  guarantv  he  rxxild  give 
^bat  the  elections  wMld  be  fairly  ooiKlu^rt^L  **  Y^m  mu«t 
obey  tiie  territorial  lavs.''  wan  Lb  rep^y.  *•  aiyl  v/te  ab  tliey 
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Cttraet/'     Tbe  macbiDery  of  the  Lecompton  couveutioti  wi^H 
workid  by  pro-sliivery  settlers  to  their  own  ends ;  but ' 
free-State  men,  who  had  let  it  Beverely  alone,  were  Btill  a^ 
BOred  Eiud  reat^sureii  by  the  governor  that  tbe  whole  peopL 
oC  Kausua  should  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  wil- 
tndy  and  eoiemuly  upon  any  Consiitution  that  this  conven 
tion  inigbt  frame 

Walker  at  length  succeeded  in  i in  pressing  his  idea  tha 
fbe  Topeka  effort  must  be  laid  wholly  aside,  and  that  no 
lay  <^n  to  reform  but  through  capturing  tbe  de  forto  Ic 
lalaie,  already  recognised  by  two  suceessive  administratiocnz^ 
in  tarn  at  Waahington.     The  free-State  settlers,  who  h»v^ 
lately  allowed  the  convention  elections  to  go  against  them  1       -7 
default}  came  forward  in  early  October  and  stmggled  to  r^^^v 
*^^      ovate  tbe   next  legislature.      As  well  mix  oil  ai — ^ad 
water  into  u  palatable  draught  as  try  to  etir  iK=tt 
pioneers  for  freedom  and  slavery  into  a  harmonious  h4xr^j 
politic.     The  election  was  hotly  contested,  but  Missouri  Li^m- 
tenneddlers  were  kept  off ;  and  despite  ull  tbe  disadvantag  ^^^ 
of  a  *'  hellish  system  of  apportionment,'*  cunuiug  dbfra:^»- 
chiaemcnt,  and  hostile  election  judges,  tbe  frex?-State  par"^^ 
scored  a  decided  victory.     It  was  a  red-letter  day  for  libert^^; 
and  Walker,  true  to  his  professed  determination  to  have  ^^ 
honest  count,  secured  to  the  majority  the  full  fruits  of  th^s^ 
triumph  by  throwing  out  a  return  clumsily  forged,  the  Im-M 
desperate  effort  of  the  reprobates  who  had  been  ovenul*^^ 
to  change  the  verdict  of  the  ballot-box.     Judge  Cato'e  nia.:^^- 
damus  could   mend   nothing,  and  the  official  prodamati^i'O 
soon  showed  that  the  free-State  party  had  won  nine  of  tJbe 
thirteen  councilmen,    and   twenty-four  of    the   thirty-nis^e 
representatives .  * 

But  slaveiy  still  held  the  constitutional  convention  ai9  ^ 

Q    ^     ,     last  citadel,  and  concerted  with  its  friends  in  ftJ^e 

September  '  • 

7-Novem-  Federal  capital  to  made  this  a  final  and  elfectsB.«i 

^'     means   of  bringing   Kansas   into  the  Union  ai»   » 

slave  State.    John  Calhoun,  surveyor-general  of  the  te«^ 

*  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  10;  newspapezs. 
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torj,  was  made  presiding  oflScer  of  this  convention,  which, 
meeting  at   Lecompton  on  the  7th  of  September,  had  ad- 
journed over  the  election  we  have  described,  after  organ- 
izing, and  met  once   more  towards  the  close   of   October. 
The  scheme  now  adopted  by  the  delegates  to  retrieve  dis- 
aster was  at  Calhoun's  instance,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
ck  cabinet  concoction   which  he  brought  all  the  way  from 
%¥a8hington.     A  new  State  government  of  a  pro-slavery  hue 
'^wtis  to  be  organized  under  his  sole  personal  supervision, — 
"%¥alker  and  Stanton  being  by  this  time  discredited  in  the 
niliog  circle  of  the  administration, — and  a  pro-slavery  Con- 
s'titation  forced  in  the  meantime  upon  Kansas,  without  giving 
'fclie  majority  of  its  inhabitants  any  further  concern.     This 
lAtter  project,  however,  was  too  much  of  a  departure  from 
Xihe  theory  of  self-government  for  the  more  squeamish  dele- 
Sstes  to  endure.     They  did  not  stickle  at  saddling  a  com- 
xnonity  which  was  anti-slavery  by  more  than  two  to  one  with 
m  pro-slavery  Constitution,  and  asking  Congress  to  admit 
Kansas  as  a  State  on  the  strength  of  it.     But  they  were 
sorely  perplexed  upon  the  point  of  non-submission  to  the 
people ;  and  finally,  by  a  compromise,  the  convention  agreed 
to  defer  to  the  inhabitants  upon  one  point  only.     They  might 
vote  upon  the  slavery  article  in  the  proposed  instrument,  and 
nothing  else.     On  a  stated  day  ballots  were  to  be  cast  in  the 
territory,  either  ''Constitution  with  slavery,"  or  "Consti- 
tution without  slavery.'*     It  was  much  like  that  old  selfish 
^mmittal  to  luck,  ''  Heads  I  win,  tails  you  lose;  "  for  the 
^hole  instrument  was  so  drawn  up  that  there  was  good  reason 
to  opine  that  slaveiy  could  be  kept  in  by  judicial  jugglery, 
whichever  way  the  vote  went,  inasmuch  as  this  charter  made 
"^o  point  of  abolishing  or  expelling  slavery,  but  rather  aimed 
to  protect  existing  rights.     Moreover,  in  order  that  one  might 
Vote  slavery  out  of  this  Constitution,  he  had  got  to  commit 
"^mself  to  the  Constitution   in   all  other  respects,   and,   if 
^^allenged,  swear  that  he  would  support  it  if  adopted.     And 
^^ally,  as  a  prescribed  consequence  of  this  thimble-rigging 
^^tification  by  the  people,  the  same  revolutionary  sovereignty 
to  result  as  under  the  exploded  Topeka  scheme.     State 
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officers  and  mea]l>eTS  of  a  State  legislature  were  to  be  it 
once  voted  for^  and  foreclosui-e  made  of  the  whole  territorial 
machinery  whidi  tbe  free-State  parly  had  so  hardly  caphired 
in  the  late  October  eleetioD.  Calhoun,  the  president  of  diis 
convention  and  sole  executor  of  its  teii tame n tar v  purpose^ 
proclamjed  December  21st  as  tbe  day  for  voting  on  the  slavery 
article,  and  tlie  4tb  of  January  following  for  the  choice  ot 
State  ofHcera  and  memliera  of  a  legislature* 

This  whole  high-handed  tyranny  caused  intense  exoitetnent 
in  and  beyond  the  limite  of  Kansas.     Governor  Walker* Tbo    | 
felt  its  evident  superaedure  of  his  official  functions,  ooH' 

demned  the  Lecompton  convention  and  its  work  in 
^I^^^^V.^oudiy  emphatio  terms.     He  hastened  to  Wasiinf- 

ton  to  lodge  his  protest  agaiui^t  a  local  eondftf^ 
which  had  stocked  the  pack  to  cheat  free  labor  out  d  it» 
honest  rights,  and  claimed  that  tliose  pledges  of  a  freeutd 
full  submission  of  the  proposed  framework  of  local  govtrn- 
ment  to  the  i>eople  of  the  territory  should  now  be  fuIfllH 
to  which  be  and  his  secretary  had  pledged  themselves  upoD 
the  President's  personal  assurance.  But  he  found  on  ^^ 
arrival  that  the  Lecompton  scheme,  in  its  whole  length  and 
breadth,  had  already  tbe  inflexible  approval  of  the  Preaidtut 
and  his  cabinet.  And  more  than  this,  he  found  that  Soutb^ 
ern  ultras  were  already  execiating  bim  as  a  turncoat,  and 
calling  for  his  official  head.  Tbe  temper  of  tbe  administra- 
tion  tfjwartlB  him  was  soou  sliown  bv  the  summary  removal 
of  his  secretary,  Stanton,  whom  he  had  left  behind  as  acting 
governor-  He  next  sucoumbed  to  the  evident  wishes  of  tte 
Executive  ;  and  Walker's  conspicuous  name  was  addal  ^ 
the  list  of  ofHcers,  less  illustrious,  who  had  failed  to  rule  ihi* 
distant  reservation  of  squatter  sovereignty  to  suit  the  wiskB 
of  the  slaveholders. 

This  autumn  saw  a  financial  crisis  of  that  kind  which  is  af* 

to  recur  in  an  expanding  country  like  ours  a«  ^ 

OciS^V  cycle  advances  from  booming  prosperity  to  theo^**^ 

confident  andover-pnxhictive  stage-     But  thept**' 

ent  panic,  unlike  former  ones,  seemed  to  begin  not  at  tlt« 
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extremities  bat  at  the  heart,  like  an  epilepsy.  A  rapid  de- 
dine  in  the  value  of  railroad  stocks  and  bonds  from  June  to 
September  was  the  first  symptom  of  trouble  shown  by  the 
barometer  of  the  New  York  stock  exchange.  Banks  began 
contracting  their  loans  to  save  themselves,  and  then  came, 
in  Angust,  the  unexpected  failure  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust 
Company.  This  first  real  blow  to  public  confidence  was 
followed  in  rapid  succession  by  the  failure  of  railroad,  insur- 
ance, and  banking  companies,  and  mercantile  houses  at  the 
East,  all  tangled  in  one  another's  calamities.  Large  defal- 
cations were  brought  to  light ;  houses  hitherto  of  the  highest 
reputation,  connected  with  the  iron,  cotton,  or  woollen  mills, 
were  forced  to  suspend ;  and  about  the  middle  of  October 
the  crash  culminated  when  the  banks  of  New  York  city, 
pressed  by  the  excited  crowds  about  their  doors,  suspended 
specie  payments,  setting  an  example  which  most  other  banks 
throughout  the  Union,  which  had  not  already  done  the  same, 
were  glad  to  follow. 

That  season  of  the  year  which  is  usually  the  most  thriving 
for  trade  is  the  one  which  feels  the  full  crush  of  financiid 
calamity ;  for  the  hopes  and  plans  of  business  activity  for 
such  a  season,  all  too  sanguine,  have  impeUed  that  calamity 
forward.  A  hard  winter,  necessitating  the  stingiest  econo- 
mies, stared  our  people  in  the  face.  Of  all  the  furnaces 
and  forges  in  the  Union,  at  least  one  half  were  closed ;  fac- 
tories and  machine  shops  discharged  their  workmen  and  re- 
mained idle;  defaulting  railroads  went  into  the  hands  of 
bondholders,  wiping  out  their  capital  stock ;  western  farms 
and  cities  were  forced  to  compose  with  creditors.  Ship- 
building, too,  which  had  lately  been  a  proud  national  indus- 
try, now  collapsed,  and  our  ocean  carrying-trade  was  for  a 
time  almost  annihilated.  The  cold  season  brought  much  dis- 
tress, especially  in  the  large  cities,  for  in  New  York's  metrop- 
olis alone  it  was  estimated  that  nearly  40,000  mechanics 
were  thrown  out  of  employment.  Not  for  twenty  years,  at 
least,  had  so  large  a  proportion  of  our  people  remained  un- 
willingly idle. 

Although  the  severity  of  this  pressure  gradually  relaxed^ 
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and  both  confidence  and  activity  were  by  another  twelve 
motiths  fairly  restored,  Bome  leBsons  were  left  to 
be  learutnl.  Tiadv  tbioughout  the  Union  (suffered 
from  a  defective  c  hitch  cy^  and  Btill  in  ore  from  that  redun- 
dancy of  debt  wtiich  over*etmfidenoe  piles  bravely  up,  Tbe 
West  owed  the  FZaiit;  the  interior  owed  the  Atlantic  sea.* 
board  ;  tbc  Atlantic  seaboard  owed  Europe,  The  South 
with  its  cotton  wns relatively  better  off ^  yet  the  kingly  staple 
auffereJ  in  market  price.  Enterprise  bad  pushrti,  ;id  nur 
general  buoyancy  will  always  tempt  it  to  push,  way  beyond 
present  resourccH,  in  glowing  ilisoount  of  tlie  future.  Pre- 
mature railroads  i»t  the  West  had  fostt^ied  premature  cities, 
teeming  with  premature  traflTic  for  a  prt-mature  population; 
and  while  canula  and  railroads  had  conspired  to  reduce  the 
mileage  rate  of  trail sp or tationf  tbe  dispersion  of  Americao 
farmers  over  a  vastly  wider  area  counterbalanced  that  advan- 
tage. Our  grain-ficids  were  now  in  the  heart  of  tbe  continent 
and  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  it  cost  us  actually  more  hy 
the  ton  to  exchange  our  wheat,  com,  and  meat  for  the  metaitj* 
IV area,  and  fabrics  of  Europe  than  it  had  done  our  anceslors 
ten  years  prior  to  the  revolution. 

The  want,  furthermore,  of  a  stable  and  uniform  nati<mal 
currency  was  deeply  felt  in  this  season  of  temporary  reverse. 
Different  States   restrained   their  local  banks  by  differing' 
systems  of  financial  policy.     While  elsewhere  the  numbeir 
of  banks  was  restricted  by  the  old-fashioned  plan,  Neir 
York  opened  its  free  opportunities  under  a  general  law; 
and  it  was  a  comforting  thought,  even  in  the  darkest  days  or 
stringency  and  suspension,  that  the  bills  of  New  York  banks 
were  fuUy  secured  by  public  stocks  deposited  with  the  State 
comptroller.     As  to  the  currency  of  most  States,  however, 
there  could  be  no  such  consoling  reflection.     Whoever  trav- 
elled in  these  years  from  Cincinnati  or  Chicago  eastward, 
needed  to  carry  on  his  person  a  heavy  purse  of  gold  coin  f6r 
bis  journey's  wants,  with  a  good  draft  of  exchange  on  New 
York,  Boston,  or  some  other  chief  eastern  city,  for  what  be 
might  need  besides.     If  foolish  enough  to  take  the  crisp  bills 
of  some  western  State  which  circulated  in  the  city  which  he 
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left,  and  were  paid  him  over  the  bank  counter,  he  found  them 
ciifficult  to  pass  in  Cleveland  or  Buffalo,  and  by  the  time  he 
reached  Albany  he  could  do  nothing  with  them.  The  vig- 
nettes and  signatures  of  the  myriad  local  banks  whose  bills 
circulated  were  alone  worth  an  expert's  study ;  they  invited 
forgery  of  the  most  startling  description  ;  and  every  careful 
l>roker  or  financier  kept  on  his  dosk  for  reference  the  latest 
number  of  that  almost  indispensable  periodical,  the  ^^Counter- 
feit Banknote  Detector." 

The  first  months  of  a  new  national  administration  which 
I>Teoede   the   session   of  Congress  are  not  apt  to     ^^- 
^leed  national  elections  of  interest.     Banks,  the  October, 
l^te  Republican   Speaker  of  the   House,  rescued    ®^®™°®'- 
^Adassachusetts,  this  fall,  from  the  hard-bake  of  hunkerism 
^^oto  which   Gardner  and  his  American   party  had  finally 
^^ttied,  and  stumping  the  State  in  person, — an  innovation 
^V'liich  to  New   England  seemed  almost  scandalous  where 
^ligiiities  so  high  were  contended  for, — he  won  it  for  the 
I^pablican  cause  by  more  than  20,000  majority.     In  most 
^^€W  En^and  States,  in   fact,  as  well  as  the  Northwest, 
^^pablicans   still  held   their  ground,  with  reduced  ranks; 
^>^  gOTemors   they   re-elected   Chase   in  Ohio,   Randall  in 
^ViBconsin,   and   Lowe  in   Iowa;    but  Pennsylvania  chose 
^^illiam   F.  Packer,  the   Democratic  candidate,   and  New 
^«rk  gave  another  triumph  to  the  administration  in  a  con- 
"*^^8t  over   inferior   State  oflScers.     The   apathy   of   such  a 
^^^ason,  hard  times,  and  the  natural  reaction   from  the  ex- 
iting campaign  of  1856,  were  all  unfavorable  to  the  Re- 
PQbUcans.     In  was  early   for  the   Lecompton   tyranny   to 
-.«!  ^ter  into  general  politics,  and  even  the  Dred  Scott  decision 
had  scarcely  advanced  beyond  the  first  quarter  of  a  judicial 
encyclical. 

In  the  progress  of  political  strife,  from  our  national  point 

of  vision,  it   was  apparent   that   the   American   or   Know- 

Nothing  party  had  now  nearly  evaporated.     Tn  New  York, 

tor  instance,  the  decaying  lodgeH    had   turned   over  their 

tinsel  and  insignia  to  help  out  the  triumph  of   the   Dem- 

voL.  v.— 25 
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;  in  our  free  States  generally  thej  divided  t 
or  const* rviitive  ullinities,  and  our  whok  counb 
ist  settlhi^  upon  geographical  lines  of  fK^lJtknt  iu 
>  which,  as  wc  bhall  stjon  see,  things  tended  ine* 
Buchanan  Democracy  hud  started  out  &b  ttic  pm 
iment  of  uU  that  was  nrttlonal,  contiervativeT  untie 
in  bpirit.  Bnt  that  fanciful  presentation  w&s  m 
*  last  Democracy  showed  symptoms  already  of  m 
hir^  "*' — i"^*""n;  and  i:;  each  and  every  faction  Sou* 
id  pru-slavery  ideas  neceaaarily  dominated  to  a  grea"i 
oi  ^s  degree.  The  old  Democratic  party  of  Atidr« 
JacKson  was  CBsentiaUy  e  party  under  whose  shel  ^ 
slavery  pushed  for  domink  i ;  while  on  the  other  side  ^ 
Repiiblicaim,  againat  all  ciogmaa,  whether  extrajudicial 
otherwiae,  hold  firmly  to  the  fuith  of  the  most  enlighten 
fathers,  that  elav^jry  in  n4.*w  t*irritories  was  au  evil  wUi 
Congress  could  and  ought  in  conscience  to  regulate. 
must  struggle  constantly  for  fi-ec  labor  and  free  sofii' 
Kansas/'  was  the  injunctioii  of  their  leaders,  "  ai|d  tho 
by  making  good  oar  faith,  keep  Nebraska,  New  Mexioc 
Dakota,  and  Utah  from  coming  in  hereafter  as  bUti 
States." 

The  thirty-fifth  Congress  convened  on  the  7th  of  I>^ 
cember.  It  was  the  last  time  that  both  Hooaes 
'  held  sessions  in  their  accustomed  rooms,  for  tbe 
new  wings  of  the  capitol  extension  were  now  nearly  to- 
ished,  which  drew  their  deliberations  further  apart;  vA 
large  oblong  halls  whose  warm  and  gorgeous  coloring  n- 
lieved  the  dull  symmetrical  effect  soon  supplanted  tbeM 
curved  and  elliptic  chambers  through  whose  queer  side- 
windows,  unlike  the  new  skylight  expedients,  streamed 
God's  free  sunshine.  On  the  15th  of  the  present  month 
the  Representatives  moved  into  their  more  commodioitf 
chamber,  rejoiced  to  find  it  one  where  speeches  could  ^ 
heard  The  Senate  less  gladly  vacated,  about  a  year  hter» 
that  cell  of  the  giants,  whose  concave  vault,  bounded  ^ 
the  rainbow  span,  and  pierced  with  wheel-shaped  windofVi 
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reverted  to  the  Judiciary.  No  wonder  that  Nestors  like 
Critteoden,  who  recalled  the  illustrious  inhabiters  of  these 
scenes,  now  «t  rest,  whose  national  compacts  and  influence 
seemed  already  perishing,  should  have  cast  behind  a  long- 
ing, lingering  glance. 

A  solid  minority  was  seen  for  free  soil  where  rare  indi- 
viduals had  once  raised  their  voices,  yet  the  administration 
had  a  decided  majority  in  each  branch.  The  House  organ- 
ized at  once  by  the  choice  of  James  L.  Orr,  of  South 
Carolina,  as  Speaker,  a  man  of  Southern  views  and  good 
address,  sensitive  upon  preserving  the  decorum  of  debate.* 
The  President's  message,  which  was  transmitted  the  next 
^^Jj  gave  the  first  impulsion  to  the  entering-wedge  of 
Democratic  schism,  by  urging  the  admission  of  Kansas 
as  a  State  under  the  Lecompton  Constitution. f  A  special 
message  to  the  Senate  soon  followed,  which  announced  the 
removal  of  Stanton  and  the  appointment  of  John  A.  Den- 
ver, an  Indian  commissioner,  in  his  place,  as  secretary  and 
acting  governor,  a  change  which  the  Senate  sustained  in 
secret  session.  Walker  resigning  soon  after. 

But  the  decisive  struggle  over  Lecompton  was  deferred 
until  oflScial  results  should  arrive  from  Kansas.  We  have 
seen  that  tiie  convention,  elected  by  a  minority  of  the  voters, 
had  declined  to  submit  its  whole  work  to  the  people  of  the 
territory,  making,  however,  a  pretence  of  submitting  the 
question  of  slavery  or  no  slavery,  by  taking  the  sense  of  the 
inhabitants  upon  inserting  a  certain  clause.  The  day  fixed 
for  this  vote  was  December  21st,  and  the  free-State  men, 
once  more  refractory,  stayed  away  from  the  polls ;  so  that, 
quite  to  the  dismay  of  many  Northern  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  Congress,  the  pro-slavery  clause  was  adopted 
by  about  ten  to  one.  The  choice  of  State  officers  under  the 
new  Constitution  came  next  in  the  programme,  on  the  4th  of 
Januar}'.     The  free-State  men  hesitated  whether  to  abstain 

•  Orr  was  choeen  by  128  votes  against  M  cast  for  Galoaha  A.  Grow, 
of  Pennsylvania,  a  Republican  with  sharp  angles,  who  could  not  com- 
mand the  full  strength  of  his  party. 

t  President's  annual  message,  December  8,  1867. 
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from  tiiis  election  as  they  bad  abstained  from  the  last ;  and^ . 
in  fact,  tliey  dividt^,— aome  tUiuking  tliat,  witli  Calljouii 
charge  of   the  returns,  tlio   dice  wero   loadiMl   too   Ueavilj^^  Mlj 
against  them;   othi^rs  arguing,   with  better  reason,  that  soci^^sc 
lung  ua  the  cbatjce  was*  left  tbe  majority  should  nmke  ^x^ry'^jrtry 
effort  to  cupture  the  uew  government  as  they  ha*i  capture*t^»^-^d 
the  old.     MeatJliiJie  the  territorial  legislaturcf  or  old  legiti — »Jti- 
maey  renovated,  met  at  Leeomptou  on  the  7th  of  December,^  ':«:*r, 
convened  by  Stiintoii  at  the  cost  of  his  oJtidid  bead;  and^  ^^^^^ 
with  appropriate  discretion,  that  uody  ordered  that  on  ibc^^*:^ 
same  day  with  th^^ae  new  ejections,   authorized  by  the  lati^fcC*'  tc 
oonventiont  the  Leeomptou  Constitution,  tliat  convenllou'^'^-^^'a 
work,  should  be  submitted    unreservedly  and  as  a  whole  tc*^-*^ 
iwe.      tiie  sense  of  tbepeotjle.     Tbat  election  day  was  ^         a 
Jaiiuar3'4.  memorable  one,     Slave-State  men  and  a  oon»ider-^M:  ar- 
able part  of  tlie  free-State  settlers  joined  issue  upon  catidj--^  JlJ- 
dates  for  State  otlieei-s  aud  juembers  of  a  Sl:ile  legislature 
though  the  result  long  remabied  in  doubt,   since  Calhoun 
the  dictator,  piH-kolrrl    ihr  wliolt-  body  uf  n^lui  ms,  a  part  oz 
which  had  been  falsified  on  their  way  to  him,  luid  xefmed  1 
certify  to  anybody's  election  till  Congress  should  first  dispciui  mnf' 
of  the  admission  of  Kansas  under  the  new  Constitatioii^^K^i* 
But  upon  the  question  of  adopting  that  Constitation,  f oi  enr 
which  the  territorial  legislature  had  called  a  count,  the  freen^^^ 
State  men  cast  their  ballots  with  right  good  will,  and  i^^alns^-^^^ 
that  spurious  child  of  Lecompton  was  polled  a  coo 
majority  of  over  11,000.     The  slave-State  party,  to  be  i 
this  time  abstained  in  tmn  from  voting ;  but  the  ballot  wa 
honest,  at  all  events,  aud  a  fair  comparison  of  tiiese  figmit       "^ 
with  those  of  the  December  election  made  it  plain  that  K« 
sas  by  two  to  one  pref eiTed  freedom  to  slavery,  and  scor 
the  yoke  which  fraud  had  fastened  upon  shoulders  too 
resisting.* 


Blind  to  plain  signs  like  these,  deaf  to  the  appeals 
entreaties  of  fair-minded  meu  in  his  party  who  felt  that  th       ^e 

*  Newspapers ;  Spring's  Kansas,  c.  10. 
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of  Democratic  principle  was  more  than  the  party  of 
cracy  could  safely  bear,  and  forgetful,  too,  of  his  own 

observations,  when  he  took  the  oath,  upon  the  beauty 
iring  all  crucial  tests  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  Buch- 
now  showed  the  real  subserviency  of  his  nature  by 
I  sides  with  slavery,  as  his  predecessor  had  done.  No 
:  did  official  intelligence  anive  of  what  had  transpired 
Qsas  than  he  transmitted  to  Congress  an  elaborate  mes- 
^  and  undertook,  with  the  aid  of  official  patronage  and 
i*ty  majorities,  to  force  through  Congress  the  immedi- 
.mission  of  Kansas  as  a  slave  State,  under  a  swindling 
itution,  red  and  reeking  with  fraud  upon  the  most 
mental  of  popular  rights.     The  message  was  not,  as 

had  expected  it  to  be,  weak  and  wavering,  for  the 
d  it  took  was  open  and  decided,  and  its  statement  of 
^uation  perversely  partial.  Southern  leaders  had  been 
Ited  in  its  composition,  and  passages  had  been  altered 
ase  them.f  One  need  not  blame  the  President  at  this 
of  time  for  recognizing  tlie  tenitorial  legislature  which 

in  fraud  and  outrage  as  the  legitimate  one;  but  why 
on  the  trick  which  subverted  that  legislature  as  soon 
i  free-State  men  gained  honest  control  of  it?    Well 

he  have  besought  Congress  to  terminate  this  pro- 
d  contest  which  threatened  the  peace  of  the  Union ; 
hy  expect  to  terminate  it  by  admitting  Kansas  as  a 
under  a  minority  Constitution,  and  a  minority  rule, 
pecious  promise  to  the  oppressed  people  that,  under  the 
ic  law  they  loathed,  the  majority  might  at  some  future 
I  gain  rightful  control  and  set  measures  on  foot  for 
ling  that  Constitution  under  the  forms  of  law  ? 
dcipating  this  step  by  the  administration,  Douglas  had 
y  launched  out  against  the  whole  deceptive  project 
in  energy  and  haughty  defiance  which  did  him  honor. 
J  the  most  courageous  stand  of  his  whole  political  life, 

KJial  message,  February  2,  1858. 

I  e.  g.,  Johnson's  A.  H.  Stephens,  c.  31.  Some  amendments  which 
ns  proposed  were  accepted  by  the  President,  while  one  which  he 
ed  on"  was  not. 
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;>i]ght  liim  nearly  in  concert  thia  winter  with  tbe  Repub- 
who  execrated  the  Freeident's  meB&age  most  heartily.  ^  -^f. 
a  perverted  and  inci^rreot  history,  from  the  beginuiug-^^  mj 
end/*  exclaimed  Trumbull,  of  IlUnoifi^  in  the  Senate,  ^.^^^e, 
opened  the  deflate  upon  this  subject  in  s.  powerful  auiLCT».«ic 
tciatory  sjMjech.     **The  Pre&ident  wants  Kansas  ad — M^^- 
d  under  the  Leeomptou  Couatitutiou^  on  the  very  grouDf:^  «i<i 
it  violatt^s  the   will  of   the  people.**     After  a  spfntei£^^^d 
-oiscUBsion  in  this  gtruin,  the  Se"~*n  referred  the  message 


Febni&ry  to   tt>c   eomiJiitUiC   on  tciiitoriea,  having   first  re — ;^-e- 
^~^'      jected   an  amendmt*nt  instrncting   that  committees  ^^^ee 
to  inquire  into  the  number  ami  legality  of  the  votes  given  iirm:  m  In 
KansajS.     lu  the  House,  where  opposition  was  ipanif^atly^  M^y 
stronger,  referent'e  w;u*  carried,  instead^  to  a  uelect  commlUe»^r^^>ee 
of  fifteen,  with  in»triictiond  to  inquire  how  tbe  Lecoiupto^  ^^r^n 
Constitution  waa  formed,  and  whether  it  accorded  with  tb^^^z^e 
will  of  the  people.     This  question  of  reference  with  an  ina^^^n- 
quiry  tested  the  disposition  of  Congress  on  the  whole  sulij^^ct**  ^^t, 
and  as  a  result  tbe  administration  eeemed  strong  eooiigb  \^^^^t^ta 
carry  its  point  with  the  Senate  but  not  with  the  Hooae/  — ^  •* 
Harris,  of  Illmois,  had  offered  the  resolution  which 
the  latter  body.     To  baffle  his  purpose,  Orr,  the  speaker,  i 
pointed  on  the  committee  eight  members  who  were  opposed  L^P^  to 
an  investigation,  against  seven  who  favored  it.     This  «iaMc--  mf^ 
Stephens,  whose  name  was  second  on  the  list,  to  direct  HmdKtie 
conferences  of  the  committee,  suppress  all  inquiry,  and  Sr     in 
Haioh    ^^®  name  of  the  majority  report  simply  in  favor  c^^  of 
^^-     the  admission  of  Kansas  under  tlie  Leeompton  Ccjim     "P* 
stitution.     Harris  and  his  minority  were  sustained  by  tfc^K^e 
House  on  submitting  a  question  of  privilege,  but  all  the  sana^c^ne 
the  investigation  was  stifled. 
Meantime  in  the  Senate  three  reports  had  heen  preaented^^' 

February  that  of  the  majority,  by  Green,  of  Missouri,  whi^^^  ch 

^^*      argued  that  the  abolitionists  in  Kansas  dii^rov^^  ^ 

their  own  pretensions  to  numerical  superiority,  beoauae  tii^^^^^ 

*  The  House  vote  stood  115  to  111  for  the  resolation  of  refereoee  ^ 
an  inquiry.    The  Senate  rejected  sach  a  reference  by  9B  to  88. 
tional  Globe. 
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ad  not  outvoted  their  opponents  in  legal  times  and  at  legal 
laces  ;  that  of  Collamer  and  Wade,  in  the  minority,  which 
>ntended  that  the  Kansas  territorial  government  had  never 
sen  legally  organized  at  all,  but  usurped  by  Missouri  bor- 
srers ;  and  that  of  Douglas  separately,  which  maintained 
mply  that  the  Lecompton  instrument  was  not  the  work  of 
le  people  of  Kansas,  and  did  not  embody  their  sovereign 
ilL 

A.  lengthy  debate  which  ranged  angrily  over  two  months 
rought  out  some  fifty  speeches  in  the  Senate  alone,  and 
iarly  every  member  of  influence  in  either  House  expressed 
js  views  upon  one  side  or  the  other.  Stormy  scenes  oc- 
irred  in  the  new  Representatives'  hall,  whose  appearance 
iring  a  night  session  was  strange  and  striking,  as  the  mys- 
(rious  yellow  light  from  the  pictured  ceiling  descended  to 
amine  the  interior.  Here  a  free  fight  broke  out  on  the 
x>r  when  the  bibulous  Keitt  assaulted  Grow  as  a  ^'  black 
epublican  puppy,"  and  thirty  members  with  fisticuffs  strove 
>  preserve  the  peace.*  The  President  had  foreboded  not  un- 
uly,  in  the  message  under  discussion,  that  clouds  darker 
lan  ever  yet  threatened  the  Union  would  clos^c  upon  the  re- 
Kstion  of  this  opportunity  to  bring  Kansas  in  as  a  slave 
tate.  "This  question,"  said  Toombs  solemnly  in  the 
enate,  ''involves  the  honor,  rights,  and  safety  of  fifteen 
tates,  to  whom  the  principle  involved  is  of  higher  value 
lian  the  Union  itself."  Hammond,  of  South  Carolina,  in 
he  same  branch,  made  one  of  those  forced  comparisons, 
uch  as  Webster  had  excepted  to  in  his  7th  of  March  speech ; 
le  sneered  at  the  toiling  laborers  of  free  States  as  "white 
laves,"  "  the  mudsills  of  society." 

Jefferson  Davis  had  been  compelled  by  sickness  to  pair 
>ff  before  a  final  vote  could  be  taken.     He  it  was  with  whom 


*  Stephens,  while  rallying  the  full  slaveholding  strength  for  the  votes 
►n  the  exciting  Lecompton  question,  was  forced  to  admit  privately  that 
lis  section  was  shamefully  represented  in  the  House ;  some  of  his  friends 
were  too  drunk  to  be  brought  into  the  hall  when  the  roU  was  caUed. 
Stephens's  Life,  c.  31. 
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Stephens  advised  constantly  and  contidentmlJy  in  mauugin^^^  ^a,% 
tlie  present  cause  for  &lavery.*  The  outisi>oken  advocates  ;J^te 
on  all  such  occasions  for  military  force  and  compulsion^  .cvui 
Davis  left  on  record  his  frank  dissent  from  the  President'^  "^J's 
opinion  that  peace  would  follow  the  admission  of  Kansa^^^^sas 
UDiler  the  Lcconipton  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  h^^filie 
believed  that  troops,  a  detachment  of  regulars,  tuust  anc^:*^  «=td 
ought  to  be  kept  there  to  establish  the  new  gOTcmment  irzmim:  m 
power, 

Buchanan  had  appointed  bnt  slowly  to  ofl^ee,  trea&unn^^  .s^iig 
his  patronage  hitherto  as  a  miser  treasuj-es  hi»  gold-  Bur  d-^^ut 
by  such  potent  means,  by  threats  and  denunciation^  ancz^  «^ti 
finally,  when  defeat  seemed  probable,  by  supplicatioEZM^-^i^n 
almost  oa  bended  kneeti,  the  administration  now  strov*^  ^.^e 
vith  the  flnti-Lecomptou  members  of  the  I>emocracy  to  mak^  ::»Ae 
up  the  reqnisite  majorities.  Alarmed,  too,  nt  the  situation  Mrmt\^ 
John  Calhoun,  who  had  prudently  left  the  territory  wjtlK^^*^tlj 
the  suppressed  election  returns,  now  gave  out,  as  a  reconeilM^i  U- 
ing   inclucemeut,   tliat  the   free-Statu  party  had  secured  ^  ^ 

majority  of  membera  elect  in  both  branches  of  the  new  Statai^V^te 
legislature,  and  that  he  meant  to  count  them  in  acoordinglj  %^^-iy« 
Denver,  the  new  governor,  had,  on  the  other  hand,  fonraidtt^^E^^ 
to  Washington  a  statement  showing  the  situation  as  be  f(Hin<^^tf=^^^ 
it  in  Kansas,  and  urging  the  President  not  to  present  th»'^=^^® 
Lecompton  Constitution  to  Congress  at  all,  but  to  advocatp^^^^** 
instead  the  passage  of  an  enabling  act,  and  allow  the  peopl»>^'^^^^ 
to  take  a  fresh  start.  But  the  administration' would  sanctioi^'^^^^^" 
no  backward  step  in  this  business,  f 

Stifling  all  investigation  into  the  singular  conditioiia^:^^'^^ 
attending  the  latest  polls  taken  in  Kansas,  the  friends  Oj^=^  ^^ 
that  territory's  admission  under  the  Lecompton  Conslita^c^-^^' 
tion  carried  their  bill  through  the  Senate  as  an  adminii 


*  Stephens's  Life,  c.  31. 

t  President  Buchanan  had  the  hardUiood  to  respond  to  DenTw's  1 
ter  that  he  regretted  he  had  not  received  the  Information  sooner,  "  beo»^ 
he  had  prepared  his  message  in  relation  to  the  Lecompton  CoostitaUtJi^i^  p  ^^^ 
and  had  shown  it  to  seyeral  Senators,  and  could  not  withdxmw  it-^^f^^' 
Spring's  Kansas,  231. 
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tration  measure.  Aware  of  the  priinarj  principle  they 
^rere  violating,  they  permitted  at  the  last  hour  an  explicit 
amendment  to  the  bill  which  recognized  distinctly  that  the 
people  of  Kansas  might  alter  or  reform  their  Constitution 
later  after  the  forms  of  law.  Another  more  pertinent 
amendment,  which  Crittenden  had  proposed,  they  rejected : 
it  provided  that  the  present  Constitution  should  be  submitted 
onc^  more  as  a  whole  to  the  popular  vote ;  if  accepted,  that 
Kansas  should  be  admitted  accordingly;  but  if  rejected, 
that  a  new  territorial  convention  should  be  called  to  frame 
another  Constitution.  Noble  Crittenden,  the  last  of  the 
compromisers,  spun  the  web  of  Harry  Clay  like  a  true  dis- 
ciple, but  he  could  not  hang  it.  The  bill  passed  on  the  23d 
of  March,  by  33  to  25 ;  Bell  and  Crittenden,  of 
the  border  States,  who  classed  with  Native  Ameri- 
cans, joining  the  few  Douglas  Democrats,  and  the  whole 
body  of  Republicans  in  the  negative.  Pugh,  of  Ohio,* 
Stuart,  of  Michigan,  and  Broderick,  of  California,  alone 
among  waxen  fellow- Democrats  of  this  branch  from  North- 
sm  States,  stood  with  Douglasif 

Hut  freedom's  battle  was  fought  in  these  times  in  the 
House,  and  here  the  last  vote  was  fixed  for  April  1st. 
Stephens,  who  led  the  Lecompton  forces,  had 
been  laboring  in  vain  to  bring  Northern  repre- 
sentatives of  his  party  into  harmony.  Members  of  the  cabi- 
Qet  had  passed  most  of  the  previous  night  in  the  new  south 
Bring  nursing  the  doubtful  cases.  Anti-Lecompton  represent- 
atives  had  conferred  together  upon  the  course  to  be  taken. 
Never  had  the  House  been  so  full  nor  members  in  such  a 
buzz  of  eager  commotion  as  when  the  Speaker's  hammer 
rapped  to  order  on  the  stroke  of  noon.  The  routine  busi- 
ness was  hastened  ;  Senators  who  were  on  the  floor  button- 
holed the  waverini::  to  argue  with  them.  As  one  o'clock  ap- 
proached, Harris,  of  Illinois,  his  days  already  numbered, 
mas  borne  into  the  hall,  a  pallid  face  contrasting  with  thick 

•  pQgh    voted    nay   in    submission  to  the    instructions   of  the  Ohio 
^^^^ature. 

t  Congressional  Globe. 
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Uiflk  hair  tad  beiird ;  and  not  a  seat  was  left  v^ant,  buvi^  ^t 
tlMft  of  anotiMr  tick  member  from  Mid&oun*  Stei)beD9^»  mib, 
•IHMMiy  on  bit  feet,  and  looking,  with  boyUh  f&oe  aQ»  Mzmi^ 
dbBfamttfe  itxei  like  one  of  the  paged  wbo  etood  near  biiti«^szsn. 
eifeaed  tbe  eabjeel  by  moving  to  take  up  the  bill  from  Li.«i.f:iii 
■peeU  OOnmiittee.  Montgomery,  of  PcDusylvania,  for  tb»  «if  Jif 
entt-LeooiiiptOii  side,  offered  as  a  substitute  tlie  bill  in  bii\xLM^  ih- 
■laoce  wbkh  Orittendcn  h^l  proposed  in  th<^  Senate.  Quit*^  £  jt- 
muk  flMQ  offered^  instead,  the  Senate  bill,  shorn  of  \t&  lutei^^-^efit 
eenoeasioii.  Qoitman'^  substitute  yfus  rejected  by  more  tiia-.d^Ktiu 
H  tWO-iUlds  TOte,  after  wbich  the  Cnttenden-Montgomer-:x:  -rj 
eabetttate  was  adqpted.  At  the  announcemetit  of  Uiia  UUc^  ::ler 
vote— 120  to  112^-the  crowded  galleriea  bunat  into  loaKL^^d 
^^planee,  and  the  House  a<ijonrned  without  deUiy.*  ■ 


April. 


Unfortimatdy  this  was  not  the  last  of  tbe   attempt  W^      to 
dngooo  a  new  alave  State  into  the  Union  under  fnlw  ptk—^ire^ 
tences.     Buchanan  and  his  cabinet  were  still  pe  ^=^r- 
tinaciouB;   one  branch  adhered   to  its  own  IM  *^^i 
and  the  other  to  its  substitate.    Both  Houses  adjoamed  ac:^^  ^ 
the  12th  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  distinguished  Bentoi^^°> 
who  died  amid  the  scenes  of  his  former  renown  a  prihraP'-^**® 
citizen.     On  the  13th  the  Senate  asked  a  committee  of  coi^^°' 
ference,  to  which  the  House  assented  on  the  following  da]^;;>^J> 
upon  motion  of  William  H.  English,  of  Indiana,  a  Democr^Br'^nt 
who  had   acted  hitherto  with   the   anti-Lecomptcm  par^^ir^* 
The  vote  being  a  tie,  the  motion  was  carried  by  Speaki^^^^ 
Orr's  casting  vote.     Green,  Hunter,  and  Seward  oompoec^^^^ 
this  conference  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate ;  Fn^i     f[ 
lish,  Stephens,  and  William   A.  Howard,  for  the  Hoos—^*^ 
The  majority  made  a  report  on  the  28d,  from  which  Sewa^    t^ 
and  Howard  dissented.     It  embodied  a  new  bill  lookii^  '        ^ 
the  admission  of  Kansas  under  the  pro-slavery  Leoompt^^^wi 


•Congressional  Globe;   newspapers.     Of  those  who  voted 
Crittenden-Montgomery  substitute,  92  were  Republicans  (a  aolid 
22  Democrats,  and  6  border-State  Americans.    To  these  last, 
in  his  chagrin  attributed  mainly  the  defeat  of  the  day.    Ji 
Stephens,  c.  31. 
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^^^Dstitutiou,  but  probing  about  to  get  a  blind  acquiescence 
^^^m  its  inhabitants.  Kansas,  it  appears,  had  wished  liberal 
^^natioDS  from  the  public  land;  and,  working  upon  this 
^^^sire,  the  new  bill  with  sly  insidiousness  proposed  a  vote 
^>^  the  people  on  the  question  of  accepting  or  rejecting  a 
l^andBome  largess.  Should  a  majoiitj  vote  to  accept, 
^Slansas  would  enter  the  Union  as  a  State  without  further 
formalities,  with  the  Lecompton  Constitution  fastened  as  a 
l^ogical  sequence.  But  if  a  majority  should  reject,  admis- 
^don  as  a  State  was  postponed  indefinitely,  or  at  least  until 
«»  census  should  show  that  Kansas  had  a  full  representative 
population  of  ninety-three  thousand. 

Xhis  degrading  and  dishonorable  substitute,  soon  known 
Wka  *^  Lecompton  junior,*'  was  exposed  in  its  weak  parts  as 
^K>oii  as  presented.  It  simply  proposed  to  biibe  the  harassed 
settlers  into  accepting  a  pro-slavery  Constitution  which  they 
loathed,  under  the  added  penalty  of  being  left  out  in  the 
CM>ld  if  they  refused.  The  pitfall  was  cai*ef ully  covered  over, 
^nd  admission  as  a  State  was  made  contingent — extraordi- 
xiary  postulate — upon  taking  a  gift  out  of  ^e  national  do- 
vnain.  Yet  such  was  the  facile  disposition  of  Congress  that 
'tihe  new  report  and  substitute  were  accepted  by  both  Houses 
on  the  last  day  of  the  month,*  and  the  President's  ready 
«ipproval  erected  the  bill  into  a  law.f 

But  if  the  national  legislature  could  be  thus  cajoled  into 
mn  attempt  to  juggle  Kansas  into  the  Union  under  a  discred- 
ited charter,  not  so  was  it  with  the  intelligent  free  farmers, 
whose  sense  of  independence  had  been  insulted.  The  super- 
ficial victory  of  the  Executive  proved  barren  of  gain ;  for 
^wben  the  polls  were  opened  in  August  under  the  President's 
proclamation,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the  free-State 
voters  of  Kansas  rallied,  and,  spuming  both  bribes  ^^^ 
and  threats,  they  trampled  under  foot  the  largess  of  public 

*  The  Senate  accepted  by  30  to  22,  Pugh  now  joining  the  majority ;  the 
iHoofle,  by  112  to  103.  Of  the  original  force  of  Northern  Democrats  in  the 
Xiopalar  branch  of  Congress,  scarcely  half  could  resist  this  new  Lecompton 
experiment. 

1 11  Stats,  at  Large,  209. 
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tbe  L^conipton  Couf^titution  togettit^r,  l>y  »  mn^^ 
or  Dinet}"-tivt!  huiiilretl.     Tlit-y  dio*je  ratb^^r  to  w»it 
^rary  *;JtiJe  tban  i^uter  Uie  Uniou  under  ftu  imjKMu 
LU  tJi^tt  t^boLOe  tlie  ailuiiuistrntion  and  tbe  ruling  Sou 
let  iiuluiged  them  to  iLeir  fuli  ht^uV     The  [mwrit  fntnl 
'*^mi — and  inuy  it  ever  prove  in  tLie  rei^nblic  Ibe  u\ 
—i&  that  which  seeka  to  usurp  and  cornix]tt  tUe  boo 
:rieiiceof  the  governed-* 

Southern  leaders  of  slavery  extension  fotind  cattee  ~ii<ff 
anxiety  in  Ibe  shiftiug  fortnut^s  of  their  youn<;  knigbl-crrit  nU 
Willium  Walker,  whoae  type  of  the  ADicriean  ernuader  *  mas 
wholly  peonlinr  to  these  years*  And  in  the  ambition  to  ^^ Im- 
propriate mifl^overnwl  countries  to  the  fcK>uth  of  us  wh^^ciM 
fertile  soil  invittnl  the  cultivation  of  staples  raised  by  &l«^tve 
labor, — an  ambition  baffled  constantly  by  the  solid  rep^^it^^ 
iiauc^  of  the  North,— might  be  traced  an  inipulstou  to  Itt-^^«- ■ 

pendencc  and  anew   Soulbern    confederacy  more   powei ful| 

even,  though  less  perceptible,  than  the  hamBiatiiig  i^^e- 
feat  which  impended  in  Kansas.  Walker's  star  we  h^^^ve 
seen  declining  after  a  brief  brilliancy,  daring  which  he  8hc=3oe 

jg^      as  military  ruler  of  Nicaragua. f     Under  a  treatj^^^o^ 

Aprii-  capitulation  procured  from  the  Costa  Ricans  throi^^»g^ 
™  ^*  the  mediation  of  one  of  our  naval  officers  in  -*^ibe 
vicinity.  Walker  and  his  principal  officers  were  taken  ^ 
Panama,  whence  they  proceeded  to  New  Orleans;  the  n^^^^ 
erable  remnant  of  his  forces,  many  of  whom  had  alrea^-'^J 
perished,  being  aided  in  their  return  by  the  charity  of  th«:=^^:^^*e 
against  whom  their  arms  had  been  directed. 

Undaunted  by  his  failure,  Walker  now  traversed  the  UnB^  "^'^ 
to  organize  all  who  sympathized  with  him  into  a  league  ^^^ 
furnishing  the  sinews  of  a  new  expedition  of  invasion.  M^*"' 
isters  from  the  Central  American  republics  showed  gr^^** 
alarm,  and  he  was  closely  watched  by  our  government  in  cc^^*** 
sequence.     In  early  November,  just  as  his  preparations  we 

*  Buchanan  seems  to  have  found  some  philosophic  comfort  in  his 
ent  failure.    See  his  Defence,  cited  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  206. 
t  Supra,  p.  362. 
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(Completed,  he  was  arrested  in  New  Orleans  on  a  charge  of 
violating  the  neutrality  laws,  but  was  released  upon  giving 
i^a.il,  which  he  afterwards  forfeited.  Overtaking  his  steamer, 
BV-liich,  with  some  two  hundred  followers  on  board,  had  al- 
^adj  cleared  at  the  custom-house,  he  took  arms  and  supplies 
>ii  board  at  Mobile  bay,  and  then  pointed  his  course  to  Grey- 
^^wn,  where,  after  having  landed  a  detachment  twenty  miles 
'&r1her  south,  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  the  month. 

In  early  December,  the  United  States  frigate  *'  Wabash  " 
(ailed  into  Greytown  harbor.  Commodore  Paul-  Decem- 
iing,  an  honest  and  brave  officer,  who  interpreted  ^^  ^^ 
iia  orders  as  they  were  issued,  made  short  work  with 
talker's  new  enterprise.  He  dispersed  the  camp  of  the  fili- 
>Q8ters,  and  shipped  the  men  home  disarmed,  permitting 
talker  upon  his  own  parole  to  take  the  regular  steamer 
'rom  Aspinwall  to  New  York.  The  detachment  which  had 
>een  landed  below  Greytown  was  similarly  dealt  with. 

The  news  of  this  naval  prowess  reached  Washington  at 
ihe  time  when  Kansas  and  Lecompton  were  the  igi5. 
preat  topics  of  excitement.  Walker  went  thither  January. 
a  peiBon  on  landing,  and  presented  himself  as  a  prisoner  of 
^tate ;  but  Secretary  Cass  refused  to  consider  him  as  such, 
Uleging  that  jurisdiction  belonged  to  the  courts.  Buchanan 
lent  to  Congress  a  special  message  on  the  subject,*  which 
strayed  a  sense  of  the  difficulty  he  labored  under  in  trying 
^  please  the  Southern  annexationists,  and  at  the  same  time 
perform  his  official  duties  according  to  statute  law,  his  own 
manifestoes,  and  the  expectation  of  the  Union  at  large, 
ftivate  filibustering  he  had  strongly  condemned  in  his  open- 
Uig  message^  But  Paulding,  it  appears,  had  cast  aside  rigid 
formalities  in  order  to  apply  an  international  rule  with  honor 
and  effect,  r^arding  Walker  and  his  followers  simply  as 
outlaws  who  had  escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  courts.  South- 
ern fire-eaters  challenged  the  right  of  making  such  an  arrest 
on  foreign  soil,  and  the  President  in  his  message  declared 
that  our  commodore  had  committed   a  '*  great  error."     But 

*  Preddent's  special  message,  January  7,  1S6S. 
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tito  captaDnOi  be  added,  had  be«n  made  witb  pure  moti^v"c«; 
Walkev^e  expedltioii  wae  lawl<^H»  and  mu^chievmift ;  And  u 
Hioangiift  bad  eaatained  no  iujuiy,  these  invadora  hod.  on 
fi|^t  to  ocmqplaiii  in  ber  name. 

XUa  ocymnieiit  and  tiiie  motle  of  haudliug  the  f^object  (M 
noipkaaetbeSoatbeni  leaders  in  Cougre^^s;  but  they  be\A 
baide  tntm  denoonobig  flie  President,  lest  hiti  support  should 
be  ODdangered  in  tbe  pending  Lecompton  biU.  *  Their  str<?ii^ 
i^mpathleB  were  with  Walker ;  and  of  course  they  expeoH 
tiiat  Walker,  if  eiiooeeafiil,  yfoiM  introduce  African  sla^^ry 
into  Central  Axiierioa.t  Quitman,  whose  sands  of  life  had 
nearly  ran  oat,  fl%na]iied  his  brief  caretn-  in  tl^e  House  by 
trying  to  prooare  tlie'rq)eal  of  our  Deutrality  laws, — Uiat 
tbom  in  the  ileeh  of  aD  private  couquesU^  like  the  CtibAn 
wfaioh  had  dazzled  hie  owii  imu^nntiop.  He  had  belie vtd. 
and  it  was  faat  becoming  a  fixed  article  in  tbe  8(>uUierD  tttii^^ 
that  empire  moved  madi  too  slowly  un<lcr  the  public  tMrvc- 
tion, — that  neither  Mexico,  Ct-niral  Ainirrica,  nor  pretriou* 
Caba,  could  come  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  unless  prrv^^^ 
crusaders  broke  the  way.  Walker  himsdf ,  as  he  joomej^ 
through  the  Gulf  States,  where  he  found  enthusiastic  '^^' 
come,  avowed  that  he  would  persevere  at  all  hazards  in  ^ 
Nicarf^a  invasion.  "  I  have  not,"  he  fervidly  prote»it*d, 
**  violated  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  my  only  crini«  ^ 
that  I  was  born  in  the  South,  and  have  endeavored  to  ^' 
vance  her  interests."  But  it  was  in  vain  that  he  demaz»^^ 
redress  for  his  ignominious  capture.} 

Rebellion  in  Utah — that  far-off  territory  where  a  pop^' 
tion  of  aliens  submitted  to  a  strange  hierarchy — ^was  an  i^sae 

*  Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  c.  31. 

tib. 

I  Newspapers ;  Congressional  Globe.  After  some  spirited  debate  iXB  »« 
Senate,  where  Brown  and  Slidell  took  decided  gioiud  against  the  pr«^ 
dent,  a  sanctimonious  report  was  made  by  the  committee  of  foreign  s^ 
tions,  which  allowed  Commodore  Paulding  to  escape  with  a  mild  oeD^*''*' 
Walker,  in  a  Mobile  speech,  asserted  (whether  trathfally  or  not)  th»^  ^"^ 
of  Buchanan's  cabinet,  whose  name  he  did  not  give,  had  •anctiooo'l  ^ 
expedition,  advised  him  as  to  the  details  of  landing,  and  awnred  ^^ 
that  our  vessels  of  war  would  give  him  countenance. 
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lat  forced  comparison  with  Kansas.  It  was  less  the  sap- 
Bssion  of  polygamous  practices  that  our  administration 
led  for, — for  the  Republicans  might  engross  all  moral 
station  for  their  own  party  benefit, — than  to  keep  these 
range  settlers  obedient  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 
ren  in  the  latter  sense  alone,  Utah  contradicted  that  pom- 
as  formula  of  non-intervention  by  the  general  government 
dch  had  been  preached  up  so  strongly  for  Kansas.  For 
lat  boots  it  to  spill  the  nation's  blood  and  treasure  in  ac- 
iring  new  territory,  that  hostile  and  treacherous  systems 
ly  be  planted  and  reared  there  by  those  who  colonize? 
itional  indulgence  here  had  made  Mormonism  more  defiant 
d  disaffected  to  the  Union.  All  the  tenets  and  policy  of 
sit  church,  under  its  despotic  leaders,  had  tended  to  secure 
Israelitish  seclusion,  in  contempt  of  external  and  temporal 
thority.  To  this  would-be  ''State  of  Deseret"*  Presi- 
nt  Fillmore  had  assigned  Brigham  Young,  the  spiritual 
ad  of  the  church,  as  tenitorial  governor;  and  by  18*57, 
ten  a  Democratic  President  showed  the  disposition  to  apply 
3  usual  temporal  rule  of  rotation  to  the  oflSce,  Young  was 
^ellious,  and  the  whole  Mormon  population,  refusing  alle- 
ince  to  any  one  but  their  consecrated  head,  began  to  drill 
d  gird  on  their  armor  for  resistance.  Judges  of 
3  territorial  courts  had  to  flee  for  their  lives ;  jus- 
e,  which  had  long  been  tampered  with  to  absolve  church 
!mbers  from  punishment,  was  deprived  of  process.  It  was 
arged  that  the  Mormon  hierarchy  had  leagued  with  Indian 
bes  to  impel  them  to  atrocities  against  the  Gentile  inhabi- 
its,  while  their  own  Danites,  or  destroying  angels,  were 
3retly  set  apart  and  bound  by  horrid  oath  to  pillage  and 
irder  such  as  made  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  theocracy, 
lis  was  popular  sovereignty  with  a  vengeance. 
President  Buchanan  appointed  as  the  new  governor  of 
;ah  AJfred  Gumming,  a  man  combining  courage  with  dis- 
3tion,  and  filled  the  jiidiciiil  and  other  vacancies  which  ex- 
ed.      To  protect  those   new  officers  and  aid  them  in  dis- 

♦  Stq>ra,  p.  144. 
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cbarging  their  f  onotloiuiy  be  ordered  a  detMshnMnt  of  ; 
lam  to  acsoompany  them  to  the  Salt  Lake«egioD.    Tbe 
of  thie  waa  soon  apparent.     Early  in  September,  1857 
part  of  the  troopa  left  Fort  Laramie,  and  on  the  15th  of  l 
same  month  Brigham  Tonng,  parading  andadoiuly  liie  < 
miseion  he  stiU  held  from  the  United  Statee,  forbade 
armed  forces  from  entering  the  territory,  and  < 
people  to  defend  themselTes  against  the  "  armed  i 
mob  "  of  invaders.    His  tegislatore,  meeting  later,  i 
him  in  his  bitter  diatribe  against  the  "  profane,  dmnkea,  \ 
corrupt  officials,"   that  a  Washington  adminiBtralio& 
trying  to  force  upon  Utah  toritory  at  the  point  of  the  1 
onet.    A  Mormon  force  had  meanwhile  adyanoed  to  in 
the  approach  of  our  regulars,  capturing  and  boming 
supply  trains  of  wagons  laden  with  tents  and 
stampeding  the  horses,  and  so  crippling  Fort  Bridger, ' 
was  distant  some  twelve  days'  tramp  from  Salt  Lake  di 
as  to  deprive  our  army,  on  its  arrival,  of  a  pn^ier 
shelter  after  its  long  and  fatiguing  march,  and  compel  i 
eral  Johnston,  who  commanded  this  important  post,  to  < 
spateh  part  of  his  forces  upon  a  dreary  and  hazardous 
peditioD  to  New  Mexico  for  further  supplies. 

Johnston^B  despatches  in  October  showed  the  Presidu  "-"^p^ 
that  unless  a  large  force  was  quickly  sent  out,  a  long  co^  ^' 
fiict  would  be  inevitable.     Buchanan  and  his  Secretary  ^^ 

War  asked  from   tbe  present  Congress  ten  n&^^^ 
regiments,  of  which  five  might  be  used  to  bring  tC^^— ^® 
Mormons  to  subjection.     But  the   Lecompton  controveipu '  ®J 
was  raging ;  and  the  use  of  Federal  troops  to  put  down  tff^*^ 
free-State  movement  in  Kansas  had  caused  such  mistru        ^^ 
and  irritation  that  none  but  the  President's  unshaken  su — HP" 
porters  felt  inclined  to  place   more  troops  at  his  dispos^^* 
The  bill  for  an  army  increase  was  lost,  tliough  both  Hous    -^ 
passed  a  measure  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  for  t^^^ 
Utah  disturbances  two  n>giinents  of  volunteers.* 

The  volunteers  were  not  called  out ;  but  Buchanan  mi^  *^ 


•  Act  April  7,  1868,  c.  13. 
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red  a  military  force  oat  of  the  regulars  strong  enough 

overawe  and  overpower  Utah's  rebellious  inhabitants. 
V70  peace  commissionei-s  bore'  also  to  Utah  a  proclamation 
om  the  President,  dated  April  6th,  which  offered  free  par- 
^n,  except  to  those  who  still  persisted  in  disloyal  resistance, 
overnor  Gumming,  upon  his  arrival,  made  a  like  announce- 
ent.  These  conciliatory  efforts,  backed  by  an  irresistible 
ow  of  military  strength,  brought  the  Mormons  to  a  speedy 
Inowledgment  of  allegiance.  They  fought  not  a  battle, 
Lt  manifested  a  purpose  to  burn  their  houses  and  make  a 
w  and  peaceable  retreat  into  the  wilderness.  From  this 
irpose,  after  some  conferences,  they  were  at  length  dis- 
aded;  and  it  was  agreed  in  June  between  the  Mormon 
iders  and  our  commissioners  that  the  United  States  soldiery 
ould  be  kept  out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible  while  Utah 
mained  tranquil.  On  the  last  day  of  the  same  month  the 
w  governor,  accompanied  by  Brigham  Young,  came  back 

SflJt  Lake  city  to  assume  functions  which  were  fully  rec- 
nized.  A  few  days  earlier,  and  before  the  Mormons  had 
gun  to  return  to  their  homes.  General  Johnston  and  his 
wps,  leaving  Fort  Bridger,  reached  the  desolate  city, 
irched  through  its  streets,  and  crossing  its  river  Jordan 
camped  on  the  opposite  bank. 

While  abandoning  all  further  effort  at  violent  resistance, 
B  Mormons  still  clung  to  the  hope  of  being  left  to  govern 
emselves  and  preserve  their  institutions  against  the  world's 
ntaminating  touch,  by  gaining  the  indispensable  condition 

practical  isolation  and  independence.  To  this  Congress 
its  next  winter's  session  they  renewed  the  former  petitions 
ey  had  presented  for  immediate  admission  to  tlie  Union  as 
e  *'  State  of  Deseret."  And  should  this  request  be  denied, 
ey  prayed  that  the  organic  act  of  the  territory 
ight  be  so  amended  as  to  give  the  inhabitants  the  ^^^^^^^^* 
?ht  to  choose  their  own  governor,  judges,  and  other  officers. 
U  this  Congress  quietly  ignored ;  and  in  military  circles  it 
a-s  still  generally  believed  that,  for  all  this  outward  show 

ioyal    acquiescence,  the  Moniions  felt  at  heart  no  more 
'ection  for  the  United  States  than  for  any  foreign  nation ; 
yoL.  v.— 26 
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that  the  only  nJe  they  reaJly  recognised  was  that  of  thetr 
religion  and  the  will  of  their  hierarchy ;  and  that  foi-ce  must 
still  be  used  to  compel  them.  Such  views  were  eDtertaintd 
by  General  Albert  Sidney  Jobnstonf  Uie  military  commander 
at  Utah,  destined  to  later  distinction  in  the  art  of 
war.  But  Cumming,  the  governor,  who  had  the 
temporizing  insUin:ts  of  a  civilian,  thought  differently.  The 
two  came  into  collision  when  Mormons  were  brought  to  trial 
iu  the  courts  for  a  slaughter  of  emigrants  in  1857,  Jcnown  »fi 
the  MomUaiti  Meadow  massacre.  At  the  i^equest  of  the 
Federal  judge,  Johnston  furnished  a  military  detacbmeat  to 
guard  the  prisoners ;  aud  when  Cumming,  tbe  govei^^t 
interpoj^ed  because  of  the  angry  remonstrance  of  the  people^ 
Johnston  would  not  remove  them,  Buchanan,  being  appe^le^ 
to,  sustained  the  governor's  authority-* 

It  ia  pleasant  to  turn  from  these  scenes  of  territoriaJ  tn> 

moil  and  discipline  and  take  a  last  glimpse  at  the  onward  "f 

of   science.     The    latest    triumph    of   Amencnn   inventioD, 

though  celebrated  quite  prematurely,  was  the  laj' 

ing  of  the  Atlantic  cable,  which   moored  the  ttro 

great   hemispheres   for  close   confabulation,   as   though    ^^ 

swelling  ocean  rolle<l  between.     Ever  since  the  Crimean  w*** 

when  a  submarine    telegraph  worked  readily  whose  wJi*^ 

stretched  under  the  Black  Sea  for  three  hundred  and  fori? 

miles,  this  mightier  project  ha*l  been  discussed.     Twerty  ^ 

more  shorter  lines  were  already  in  operation  iu  different  p*i*t* 

of  the  world,  and  since  1851  tbo  electric  spark  had  Iravere*^ 

the  deep  busily  from  Dover  to  Calais.     But  this  far  greater 

enterprise  required  both  faith  and  capital;  and,  aided    ^1 

atrong  financiers  in  London  and  New  York,  Cyrus  W.  Fi*^^^' 

an  American,  formed  companies  on  both  sides  of  the  Atl^ 

tic,  raised  the  needful  funds  to  launch  his  exp^^ 

*  ment,  and  procured  the  favorable  interests  of  ^ 

governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  for  ^ 

vast  a  project. 

*  See  newspapers ;  Consrressional  Globe ;  Message  of  December  6, 
and  report  of  Secretary  of  War. 
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Able  had  first  been  laid  across  the  Golf  of  St.  Law 
from  Cape  Breton  Island,  and  a  connecting  line  car- 
ver barren  Newfoundland  from  the  western  point  of 
i-coast  to  Trinity  Bay  on  the  east.  The  project  now 
»r  accomplishment,  and  the  grand  one,  was  to  lay  an 

cable  from  this  Tiinity  Bay  to  Valencia  Bay,  Ire- 

the    British   terminus,  a  distance  of  from  1,650  to 

geographical  miles.  The  United  States  steamer 
gara,"  the  largest  man-of-war  afloat,  joined  the  Brit- 
3amer  ^^  Agamemnon,"  lately  flag-ship  in  the 

Sea,  in  the   friendly   international  task  of  ^JSJit. 
;  the  cable.     At  the  first  attempt  in  1857,  the 
soon  broke.     Fresh  exeitions  were  made  in  the  fol- 
l  summer,  with  more  chain  and  better  ma- 
y.      The    "Niagara"   and   "  Agamemnon  "j^|J^^y 
d  between  them  the  huge  wire  coils,  and  on 
th  of  July  proceeded  from  their  common  rendezvous 
l-ocean  to  pay  out  the  cable  in  opposite  directions.     It 
ood  to  see  these  arks  of  death  freighted  with  such 
ful  implements.     Old  ocean  smiled  this  time 
en  Columbus  of  yore  last  probed  a  passage. 

on  the  5th  of  August  the  "  Niagara,"  westward 
I,  dropped  the  end  of  its  line  in  Trinity  Bay,  after  a 
h  and  easy  voyage;  the  "  Agamemnon,"  having 
ered  a  gale,  reached  Valencia.  Signals  were  trans- 
i  through  the  long  metallic  line;  and  on  the  16th  of 
3t,  when  the  telegraphic  appai'atus  was  ready,  salu- 
s   on   the   completion    of   the    work  were   exchanged 

the  sea  between  Queen  Victoria  and  the  President 
5  United  States.  These,  as  pre-arranged,  were  the 
nessages  transmitted ;  and  later,  on  the  25th,  came 

which  the  press  published  on  the  26th, — the  first 
3SS  despatch,  and  fitly  a  message  of  peace;  it  an- 
led  the  treaty  which  closed  war  with  China, 
lat  a  new  and  tingling  sensation  was  this — a  fore- 
of  the  time  when  the  whole  world  might  be  girdled 
sy  conversation.      With  Europe  and  America  seem- 

united,    enthusiasm    pervaded    the    two    continents 
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simultaneously.     In  our  chief  Atlantic  cities,  bits  of  tbe 

^    superfluous  cable  were  hawked  about  which  showed 
September. 

segments  of  flue  wires,  like  knitting-needles,  bound 

together  aud  incased  in  gutta  percha.     On  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember, the  day  already  set  for  opening  the  tel^aph  to 
general  business,  a  splendid  procession,  military  and  civic, 
paraded   the   streets  of  New  York  city ;  and  at  a  public 
banquet  in  the  evening.  Field,  the  projector  of  the  Atlan- 
tic cable,  was  feasted  as  an  illustrious  fellow-citizeu.    Un- 
fortunately, the  enterprise  had  only  passed  its  first  stage; 
mysterious  defects  of  insulation  hindered  and  then  stopped 
the  transmittal  of  messages  through  the  bnne.     The  cable, 
from  some  cause  or  another,  proved  a  failure ;  and  our  busi- 
ness  men  went  on  in  the  old   way  corresponding  by  tb« 
ocean  mails,  and  our  presses  continued  boarding  thelA'^' 
erpool   steamers   off  St.  John's  or  Halifax  for  eight  va^^ 
men  tons   years  longer.*     This  very  September  a  mamrao'^^ 
mercantile  steamer,  the  ''  Great  Eastern,"  sprawled  in  t^^ 
British  docks  for  a  purchaser,  having  8wami>ed  already      ^ 
debt  the  company  which  undertook  to  build   it ;  and  th  ^^*' 
after  all,  was  the  vessel  which  at  a  long  interval  was  to  L  ^ 
the  cable  through  which  ocean  messages  became  practicab  ^  ^' 
Dark    clouds   were    on   our   horizon  foreboding  a  lon^  *' 
postponement  of  the  victories  of  peace.     To  what  new  a^  '* 
unexplored  service,  before  this  century  closed,  would  elt^^' 
tricity  yet  be  applieil,  that  strange   magician  among  natur^^ 
agents  whom   Franklin  caught  wild  upon  his  kite.     But  n^^ 
this  came  not  into  the  vista  of  the  present  era.     Our  over' 
land   telegraph,  like    that  of    the    Atlantic,  had    longer  to 
wait.     The  great4?st  feat  of  this  era  in  shortening  commu- 
nication   across    the    continent   was   by   the  pony  express, 
which  in   18G0  ])rought  news  from  the  California  slope  in 
twelve  days   to  St.  Joseph,  whence   it  was  telegraphed  to 


/ 


\ 


*  Tho  humors  of  our  pi^pular  disappointment  at  this  failure  of  the 
Athuitio  cable  wen.^  touched  off  at  the  time  by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
in  a  little  ixxmu  in  om*  of  his  *'  Aut<vrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table  **  papers, 
then  in  iHnin»e  of  pubUoation.  **  De  Sauty.*'  whose  Delphic  announce- 
ments show»Hl  the  List  expiring  thn»os  of  the  cable,  was  the  mysterious 
eUvtrivian  stationed  at  Trinity  Bay.— nomen  et  pneterea  nilul. 
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New  York.  We  had  begun  to  weaken  in  our  rivalry  with 
GTeat  Britain  for  ocean  supremacy ;  and  our  Collins  steam- 
ship line,  raced  and  lobbied  to  death,  went  under  in  the 
panic  of  1857. 

The  elections  showed  this  year  that,  while  Southern  sec- 
tioDallsm  was  creeping  upward  from  the  gulf  into  the 
border  States,  our  Northern  people  condemned  most  vehe- 
mently Lecompton  and  the  Dred  Scott  pronun- 
ciamento.  Republicans  regretted  that  Missouri  jj^Jg^^^ 
ahotdd  have  chosen  an  entire  Democratic  delegation 
to  the  next  House, — Francis  P.  Blair,  the  younger,  failing 
of  re-election  in  the  St.  Louis  district,  where  a  gradual  eman- 
cipation party  had  within  the  past  year  gained  some  head- 
way with  the  help  of  German  votes.  In  Kentucky,  Tennes- 
flee,  and  North  Carolina,  conservative  Americans,  or  those 
content  to  leave  slavery  where  it  was,  shared  honors  with 
^^  aggressive  Democrats ;  and  so  was  it  iivitli  Maryland, 
which  chose  a  governor  of  the  American  party  in  Thomas  H. 
Hicks.  On  the  other  hand,  New  England  was  now  a  solid 
phalanx  under  the  Republican  banner.  Northwestern  States, 
like  Ohio,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Michigan,  were  winning  over  their 
Ifemocratic  doubters.  In  New  York,  where  a  desperate  at- 
^mpt  was  made  to  unite  the  entire  opposition  to  this  geo- 
9^phical  party  upon  a  common  State  ticket,  Edwin  D.  Mor- 
S<^,  the  Republican  candidate,  and  a  respected  merchant  of 
New  York  city,  was  chosen  governor  by  a  plurality  of  over 
17,000,  while  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  Congressional 
^istiicts  were  captured  by  the  friends  of  free  territoi-y. 
l^^e  administration  and  its  friends  were  sadly  dis(jomfited. 
l^^t  Buchanan's  most  signal  rebuke  came  from  his  own  State 
^'  Pennsylvania,  which  gave  more  backbone  to  its  delega- 
^^U  in  Congress,'  elected  an  anti-administration  ticket  for 
S^te  officers  by  more  than  20,000  majority,  and  resolutely 
''^^^ed  its  back  upon  the  South,  whose  faithful  handmaid  it 
*^^<i  been  for  full  three-score  years.* 


•  Tables  in  Tribane  Almanac. 


406      HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


The  contest  in  niinoia,  which  raged  fiercely,  waa  one 
riingldftr   iDtercBt)   and    Inter  events   iiiode   it  national 
Iristorfcal,      Here   Stephen  A-   Douglas   eanvtu»sed   for 
re-deetJou   to  the   United   States    Senate,  and    tbe   De- 
CTfttie  State  convention   had  ciist  In  its  lot  ^ith  him, 
fHOTillg  his  recent  course  on  the  Leoompton  Constitute 
whfcdi,  indeed,  was  the  only  one  tbftt  could  have  kept 
aofai  longer  to  the  sheet-anchor  of  Jackson ian  faith. 
hand  of  the  adiniuistration  wab  laid  heavily  npon  hJtn 
Us  recreancy  f  and  the  Federal  patronage  was  used  stea 
fly,  ftongh  all  in  vain,  to  crush  out  his  locftl  dominate 
Against  him  the  Republican  State  convention  put  Abrafczr^aml 
Ltnooln  boldly  iu  nominatiijn  for  the  Si^natorlal  success!    -^>d  i 
tofeetatlLng,  like  the  Demoerals  opposed  to  them,  tho  char:=^<^ 
of  bribery  and  intrigue  in  a  representative  body  of  elect^::=>rfti  J 
bj  oan7ing  candidates  directly  before  the  people  thro^^gM 
the  choice  of  legislators  pledged  to  the  one  or  the  othetr^^*— J 
an  example  worth  imitating  more  frequently  in  State  poUc:;^^| 
Douglas's  courage  and  independence  in  braving  his  fonW^^ 
friends  for  the  Bake  of  giving  to  the  people  of  Kansas  a  -^0^ 
and  honest  vote,  his  championship,  too,  of  popular  aoi^— "^^ 
eigiity  as  a  vital  principle,  increased  immeasurably  the  de^^  ^^ 
tion  of  his  Democratic  admirers,  at  the  same  time  tha^  ^  i^ 
tempted  those  who  had  hitherto  politically  opposed  him  ^-^  ^ 
turn  in  generously  and  help  re-elect  him.     Crittenden  ^^^  ^ 
admiration  of  the  sacrifice  and  hazard  to  which  Douglas  ^ftja<l 
exposed  himself,  indorsed  him  so  warmly  that  Lincoln's      ^P" 
peal  to  the  old  and  tender  tie  of  fellow- Whig  was  in  vaK.  ^»'* 
Republicans  prominent  in  other  States,  among  whom  ^^^ 
Horace  Greeley,  believed  it  was  better  policy  to  help  t^^an 
oppose  the  ^Mittle  giant,'*  sanguine  that  he  might  thu^^  ^ 
detached  from  the  pro-slavery  interest   and  force  a  ^^nal 
breach  in  the  Democratic  party.     But  Lincoln  and  the        Bl- 
inois  Republicans  though  differently.     They  believed  cJ**^ 
great  popular  movements  could  succeed  only  when  gui^^^ 
by  their  faithful  friends,  and  that  a  leader  who  had  risen^-    ^7 

•  2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  162-164. 
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cx>iirtiQg  the  Blaveholders,  and  who  even  now  railed  at  the 
waegrOj  and  ''did  not  care  whether  slavery  were  voted  up  or 
down,"  was  no  safe  champion  of  free  labor  and  free  ter- 
ritory. This  very  principle  of  popular  sovereignty — with  its 
Satanic  choice  between  good  and  evil,  its  false  premise  that 
inrhen  one  man  made  another  man  his  slave  no  third  person 
nor  the  enslaved  person  himself  had  the  right  to  object — 
^^aa  a  deceptive  hindrance  to  moral  conviction,  and  the  sense 
of  national  responsibility  as  citizens  for  the  spread  of  a 
moral  curse. 

Douglas  and  Lincoln  were  formidable  adversaries  of  one 
another,  and  a  long  linking  of  events  had  somehow  opposed 
them  in  an  antagonism  which  was  permanent  and  inveterate, 
l^ith  a  pathos   almost  bitter,  Lincoln  recalled   that  while 
through  the  long  years  they  had  pursued  ambition  by  their 
different  methods  he  had  thus  far  failed,  his  rival  had  gained 
splendid  success  and  a  name  that  filled  the  whole  Union 
nfith  applause, — and  yet  honors  that  he  said  he  would  not 
have  purchased  at  the  price  paid  for  them.     With  all  his 
popular  qualities,  his  great  natural  parts,  the  real  love  of 
country  which  mingled  no  doubt  with  all  his  dross  of  syco- 
phancy and  spread-eagleism,  so  that  he  could  stir  the  heart 
by  forceful  appeals  to  patriotic  feelings,  Douglas,  no  doubt, 
as  Lincoln  regarded  him,  was  cunning  and  unscrupulous  in 
obtaining  his  ends.     Lincoln  himself  was  a  sagacious  poli- 
tician, and  not  above  advancing  his   own   ends,  where  he 
could  do  so  honorably ;    but  earnestness  grew  upon  him  with 
years,  and  the  new  Free-Soil  movement  which  followed  upon 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri   compromise  gave  him  a  cause 
which   enlisted  his  whole  heart,  adding    that   incentive  to 
leadership  and  mastery  of  his  subject  which  the  economic 
topics  of  Whig  policy,  his  first  political  love,  had  ill  supplied. 
Strong  impulse  to  a  self -made  man  supplies  the  place  of 
education.     Lincoln,  now  in  the  full  maturity  of  his  powers, 
was  without  comprehensive   knowledge    of    public  affairs; 
but  with  a  strong  craving  to  dive   into  the  depths  of  the 
truth,  and  a  well-settled  couvietion  that  American  slavery 
was  wrong  in  itself  and  injuriously  spreading,  he  had  plunged 
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into  the  Btndy  of  the  qnestiou  iu  aU  its  historical,  inor^  ~tt 
and  ccmstitattonal  aspects,  imd  brought  up  a  wealth  of  ri*  JKicb 
argument  and  fllustration,  which  his  lucid  mind  »et  forth  va 

a  qnaint  and  original  but  &trt.mgly  pei'suasivc  maimer, —  «' 
persuasive  mostof  all  with  the  plain  multitufle,  with  the  loi:  tfzuil" 
Uons  of  common  men  tfarou^htmt  the  North  with  whom  ftt 

thto  time  Lincoln  was  in  eutire  sympathy^  and  wlio,  lil  W  Sike 
htmself,  wished  to  reconcile  loyalty  to  the  Union  and  juati»  M:  ice 
to  Southern  rights  with  obedience  to  a  better  law  dmne.  £1 
such  minds  grew  up  the  strong  belief  that,  while  existir 
slave  States  were  exempt  from  nation  at  interference,  the 
eonld  be  no  extension  of  the  slave  evKt^m  further  witbo 
national  participation  and  a  national  frimc. 

Douglas,  at  Chicago,  in  early  Jnlv.  answered  the  spec*^-; 

Jolj.  which  Lincoln  had  niade  to  tlie  Uepublicau  conv« 
September-tlon  on  the  evening  of  liw  nomijiation,'  The  h 
tlien  carried  on  a  Joint  debate  at  various  int^rriur  tov^^s 
tween  the  2l8t  of  August  and  the  15th  of  September, — the 
sands  of  the  country  folk  gathering  at  each  place  by  wag^; 
or  on  foot,  but  no  political  flags  or  mottoes  being  allowe 
Each  orator  presented  most  strikingly  the  strong  points 
his  case,  and  neither  the  patronizing  condescension  nor  I  ^  Ihe 
skilful  thrusts  of  the  famous  statesman,  who  was  by  all  od^K^ds 
the  readiest  speaker  in  the  United  States  Senate,  could  d^  .^Bis- 
concert  for  a  moment  his  adversary,  whose  good  humor  ward  l^Bed 
off  the  shafts  which  were  intended  for  ridicule.  Grenial  ax^— ^"<i 
rollicking  with  the  boys,  and  yet  confident  to  the  ix>int  of  arr^^c^''*^- 
gance  in  a  controversy,  and  even  supercilious,  Douglas  air^' — ^®^ 
his  ''  care-nothing"  views  upon  the  moral  aspects  of  slaver 
and  vaunted  it  as  the  generous  and  liberal  policy  of  the 
— as  the  *'  great  principle  "  for  patriotic  souls  who  kne 
no  sectional  limits  to  unite  upon, — to  acquire,  extend, 
expand  our  boundaries,  leaving  whomsoever  might  settle  he 
to  plant  institutions,  slave  or  free,  as  their  own  choic^^^- 
Herein  Douglas  appeared  to  less  advantage  than  in  the  la^**^ 
Lecompton  debates,  where  he  had  been  clearly  right.     N      ^' 


*  Doaglas  had  bocn  nominated  in  April,  and  Lincoln  ih  Juna. 
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if  111  to  take  bis  position  justly,  and  feeling  the  need  of 
^nciling  his  late  votes  with  his  whole  former  career  as  an 
v^e  ally  of  the  Southern  Democracy,  and  of  regaining 
t  he  could  of  their  support  presently,  he  was  forced  back 
is  old  trick  of  misrepresenting  Republican  doctiines  and 
Lng  at  ''  negro  equality.'^  But  he  was  a  powerful  and 
ressive  man  to  gaze  upon,  looking  with  his  small  but 
pact  stature  like  a  lion's  whelp ;  he  shook  back  his  heavy 
,  and  in  his  most  impressive  passages  roared  with  a  loud 
e,  articulating  thickly  and  making  violent  gestures, 
coin's  power  as  an  orator  lay  not  less  in  his  strong  indi- 
lality ;  but  tall,  awkward  in  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and 
1  a  voice  piercing  rather  than  melodious  in  his  most  ani- 
ed  periods,  his  charm  flowed  rather  from  the  impression 
;ave  that  his  convictions  were  genuine  and  his  whole 
ire  imbued  with  the  simple  and  uncondescending  love  of 
fellow^-men. 

;  was  not  time  yet  for  broad  philanthropy  to  infuse  the 
iment  of  Lincoln's  State.  Douglas  prevailed,  as  for 
ous  reasons  it  was  natural  he  should  have  done, 
was  canvassing  this  time  for  political  existence, 
nst  foes  of  his  own  party  who  were  bent  on  destroying 
.  The  hostility  of  the  Buchanan  cabinet  towards  him 
ted  friends  among  Republican  opponents.  Douglas 
rendered  a  signal  service  to  freedom.  Sophistries  might 
orgiven  to  one  who  had  helped  Kansas  out  of  the  toils 
hem.  The  November  elections  of  Illinois  gave  five  Dem- 
.ts  to  four  Republicans  for  Congress,  while  in  the  State 
alature  there  were  members  enough,  including  those  who 
.  over,  to  give  the  ''  little  giant "  a  majority  of  eight  on 
joint  ballot.  But  the  popular  verdict  upon  the  contest 
•rinciple,  aside  from  present  candidates,  was  on  the  other 
;  and  the  Republicans  of  the  State,  though  defeated 
the  time,  remembered  tlieir  standard-bearer,  "  honest 
J,"  with  proud  affection  and  gratitude.  Lincoln's  cam- 
jn  speeches  achieved  for  him  a  splendid  Western  reputa- 
;  they  were  seen  to  be  of  a  very  high  order, — pungent, 
r  as  crystal  in  their  logic  and  expression,    and  truly 


who 
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ftdmirable  aa  coadensed  state meotfi  of  the  natiouaJ  issue  .^^  tti 
utake,* 

One  remarkable  Btat^meDt  drawn  out  from  Douglas  in    ^ttiii; 
joint  debate  showed  the  ecliiam  which  was  widening  in        tto 
Democratic  ranks  by  tlie  aguiicy  of  the  Drcd  Scott  dects^oa 
According  to  the  PreBident,  the  Blavcholdei-Sf   and  all  ^^B^ha 
accepted  the  fiat  of  tlie  c^ourt  in  that  celebrated  case,  '^ 
great   principle   of  popular    Bovereignty  "    was    largely 
strained;  for  the  right  to  hohi  slaves  in  a  territory  waa        d^l 
clared  by  a  majority  of  the  judges  to  exist,  by  virtue  of       tijfrl 
2  Federal  compact,  until  the  territory  grew  to  £itatehood»     .^cd  I 
chose  bi  exclude  the  right  under  a  State  Coitstitutiou.     '^Thi*  I 
was   no   application  of  the    l>onglas   dogma   to   canvfi@s.d  i  I 
Northwestern  State  upon;    and  Douglas,  ^hen  presse*     in  I 
debate  for  his  opinion  on  this  point,  took  the  ground  tS^utf  I 
whatever  Uie  Supreme  Court  uiiftht  deej^eoDtheabsL^^t 
question,  the  people  of  a  territory  had  thelaw/uFmeaa  ^  to 
introduce  or  ex  chide  slavery  as  they  pleased.     For  alav^^rj   I 
could  not  exist  a  day  or  an  hour  unless  supported  by  1^3cal 
police  regulations,   and  the  local    legislature   could   *  ^  by 
unfriendly  legislation"  effectually  prevent  its  introduct^oo« 
This  answer  sufficiently  commended  Douglas  to  his  cons€;dtQ- 
ents  of  Illinois  for  re-election  to  the  Senate,  but  as  a  Pr-'^s*- 
dential  aspirant  it  sealed  his  doom,  for  his  breach  with      the 
Southern  and  ruling  wing  of  the  Democracy  was  thencef^^rth 
irreparable,  t 

Had  Lincoln  been  equally  exposed  to  public  gaze  at  "^^ 
time  as  a  national  candidate,  he,  too,  might  have  suffeined, 
like  so  many  who  appeal  to  popular  favor,  the  Yictii^*o' 
bold  phrases.     Though  shrewd  and  practical  at  all  tizMBes, 

•Newspapers;  Sheahan's  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  cs.  16, 17;  34  CflEB^W 
Magazine,  393.  And  see  Schurz's  admirable  article  on  Linoohi  i^  ^ 
Atlantic  Monthly,  721. 

t  Lincoln,  it  is  said,  persisted  in  putting  this  question  in  dehato,  ^ 
friends  advising  against  it  because  the  answer,  already  foreaeen,  ^"[^^"JJ 
help  Douglas's  canvass  more  than  the  skulking  silence  which  he  seaiB^ 
disposed  to  keep.  "I  am  after  larger  game,'*  was  Lincoln's  antfWar. 
*'  If  Douglas  so  answers,  he  can  never  be  President,  and  the  battle  ^ 
1860  is  worth  a  hundred  of  this."    34  Century,  dOa 


1858.  THE  IRREPRESSIBLE  CONFLICT.  411 

^lisposed  to  confine  himself  to  the  immediate  evil  which 
needed  correction,  and  scrupulous  of  aU  intervening  rights, 
lie  could  not  have  studied  the  stupendous  problem  of  the 
tinoies  so  profoundly  as  he  had  done  without  some  prophetic 
forecast  of  the  future.  In  his  speech  of  acceptance  he 
bad  said:  ^^A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand. 
J  believe  this  government  cannot  endure  permanently  half 
slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not  expect  the  Union  to  be  dis- 
8olve<i, — I  do  not  expect  the  house  to  fall;  but  I  do 
expect  it  will  cease  to  be  divided.  It  will  become  all  of 
one  thing  or  all  of  the  other."  No  wonder  that  Lincoln's 
friends  were  troubled  at  this  bold  utterance.  No  wonder 
that  this  adversary  tore  at  it  with  holy  rage  as  abolition 
beresy,  the  advocacy  of  sectional  war,  fratricide,  servile 
insurrection,  and  the  blotting  out  of  States.  It  happened 
tiiat  the  same  idea  was  expressed  this  autumn  by  Seward, 
in  a  Rochester  speech,  which  pronounced  in  more  ornate 
language  the  same  prediction.  There  was,  he  declared, 
•*  an  irrepressible  conflict "  between  opposing  and  enduring 
forces,  i^hich,  sooner  or  later,  would  make  the  United 
States  either  entirely  a  slaveholding  or  entirely  a  free- 
labor  nation.  It  was  not  a  new  prophecy  on  his  part,  nor 
bolder  than  he  had  uttered  years  earlier ;  *  but  Seward 
iras  now  the  most  eminent  expounder  of  the  Republican 
faith,  and  the  most  probable  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  1860 ;  hence  the  phrase,  which  was  caught  up  every- 
irhere,  made  him  a  shining  mark  for  his  foes.  Both 
Seward  and  Lincoln  were  right;  and  they  proposed  no 
l>rutal  and  bloody  interference  with  Constitutional  rights, 
but  aid  and  comfort  to  the  cause  of  emancipation  where 
slave  States  were  concerned,  besides  higher  moral  tone  and 
purpose  for  all  occasions.  Freedom's  host  was  still  timorous ; 
niany  of  the  politicians  in  council  would  have  turned  the 
Republican  party  out  to  browse  among  secular  projects,  now 
that  Kansas  had  eraertred  from  its  worst  plight ;  and  the 
angry  roar  of  dissent  which  went  up  from  every  quarter  of 

•  2  Seward's  Life,  351. 
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ibe  Union  agajiisl  the  **  irre^jreasible  conflict "  theory  gho^e^ 
that  loyalty  waa  Mind  to  the  signs  of  the  time. 

The  final  aeaaiim  of  this  Congress  need  not  long  d^^t«b 
na.  Bnchanan  moo&pt&d  with  phlloBophy  tbe  verdict  of  the 
people  which  bore  ao  heavily  upon  his  tfin-itorial  pol:i<?y. 
He  had  self -control  miough  to  nssume  a  blnnd  Rnd  pi  ficid 
oonntenaaoe,  and  aufllcient  stat^^^manfihip  to  try  tnrK3m^ 
the  pttbUc  thon^^  into  some  new  ehannel.  But  his  ad- 
ministration stall  serred  the  Bl^veholderB,  and  the  K^ext 
deq[)erate  eftort  waa  to  launch  tlje  country  in  some  foreign 
exploit  whence  slavery  could  derive  its  recompense.  0<:;cii- 
pied  at  the  Department  of  State,  during  the  lapse  Bfter  the 
^ectiona,  in  taming  over  the  correspondence «  he  treated 
DAfiMnbdr  ^^SH^®*®*  when  that  body  met  on  the  6th  of  De- 
'  cember,  to  a  highly  flavored  dish  d.  \mwmx4^  ^smt- 
tinental  acqaisition.  **  Expansicm/'  as  h»  said  In  a  HTSilte 
House  speech  soon  after,  responsive  to  a  serenade,  ^*  ftB  in 
future  the  policy  of  our  country,  and  only  cowards  fear  ^uad 
oppose  it." 

Cuba,  Mexico,  and  Central  America  were  the  promiam^nt 
topics  of  the  annual  message.     Spain's  precious  island     ^^ 
ought  to  purchase,  and  self-defence  might  compel  us  to     an- 
nex it  by  force,  unless   the   Castilinn   owner    sold    out     ** 
Napoleon   had  sold  Louisiana.     Mexico  was  crumbling    ^ 
pieces  under  the  feuds  of  revolutionary  leaders,  and  %3-Oif 
was  the  time  to  assume  a  protectorate   over  the  NortlJ^™ 
States  of  that  Republic    adjacent  to  our  boundaries,    ^^^ 
establish  military  posts.     As  to  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Ri**' 
the  closing  of  the  transit  route  since    1856  was  a  griev»^^^ 
for   which   the  employment  of  our  land   and   naval  fo:^"*^ 
would  be  at   this  time  in  order.*     On  this  la.**^^ 
p^{j^'     point  the  President  discoursed  once  more  tow^'''^* 
the    close    of   the    session,    beseeching    Cong^"^ 
earnestly  to  authorize  him  to  send  down  a  military  exp^^*' 
tion  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  isthmus.f     But  the  strong 

•  President's  annual  message,  December  6,  1858. 
t  Special  message,  February  IH,  1859. 
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pressure  of  this  winter  was  in  the  direction  of  Cuba.  Slidell, 
one  of  the  President's  most  intimate  friends,  presented  in 
tlie  new  Senate  chamber  a  bill  which  proposed 
placing  thirty  million  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  for  negotiating  the  purchase  of  Cuba.  The  ad- 
V'antage  that  island  would  bring  to  the  United  States  was 
glowingly  and  elaborately  set  forth  by  himself  and  others 
from  the  Gulf  States,  while  the  rest  of  the  Senate  listened 
irith  amazement,  hardly  believing  the  administration  to  be 
in  thorough  earnest.  The  session  sped  towards  its 
slose,  and  on  the  26th  of  February  Slidell  with-  ®  "^^" 
drew  his  bill,  with  a  solemn  intimation  that  he  should 
bring  it  forward  again  when  the  next  Congress  organized.* 
The  suspicion  and  repugnance  felt  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  national  community  were  reflected  by  the  nation's 
representatives,  for  Buchanan's  importunate  recommenda- 
tions went  altogether  unheeded.  To  quiet  sectional  strife 
by  undertaking  new  sectional  conquests  was  not  treatment 
ftf  ter  the  established  methods  of  allopathy.  Was  a  President 
do  skilled  in  diplomacy  really  eager  to  initiate  such  promis- 
[2UOUS  war?  Or  was  he  indulging  the  disappointed  fire- 
waters in  the  last  experiments  which  left  the  Union  tolerable 
bo  them? 

All  real  lovers  of  the  Union,  and  the  milder  slaveholders 
B^mong  them,  mistrusted  such  wholesale  and  unconscientious 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  other  nations. f  As  for  Cuba, 
Spain  would  have  seen  it  sunk  by  an  earthquake  rather  than 
lllow  it  to  pass  at  this  time  to  the  United  States,  and  Eng- 
and  and  France  were  ready  to  back  her  determination.  And 
i^hrough  the  obscure  and  tortuous  diplomacy  of  our  present 
lealings  with  the  turbulent  republics  to  the  south  of  us,  we 
3Qay  trace  three  strong  and  contending  influences, — the  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  by  private  or 

*  Congressional  Globe.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  a  friend  of  the  measure, 
^ad  on  the  previous  day  moved  as  a  test  vote  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ; 
»1ie  motion  was  lost  by  30  to  18,  and  this  was  accepted  as  an  encourage- 
x^ent  to  the  bill. 

t  See  2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  170-X76. 
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public  fiUbueteringt  to  rob   them  of  their  territory  in  ^r^li» 
name  of  tnaiiif eat  destiny ;  their  own  dread  of  thi&  di»pae==^^ 
tion,  which  made  all   negotiation  difficult ;   and   the   sec^  -^^tet ' 
eoneert  of  EugUiid  and  l*Vanee  to  aiti  tbem  in  baffling  si^::-^uch 
dcsigus.     Ota*  i>revailiDg  Ujudeuey  was  to  buDy  and  eitt4to^^=tfU)Tl 
fix>m  these  feeble  luutulorB  of  our  great  Republic  what  *         .  wc 
should  uevur  lliiuk  of  tiyiug  to  obtain  frum  tlje  coequal  scz^^^so^- 
ereigna  of  the  old  world,  among  whom  we  now  took  ratir:^  ^nk, 
Under  our  earlier  Preaideuts  before  Jackson  we  had  pursu^d^v^  .ued 
aunty,  had  been  their  noblest  exemplar*     But  now  wc  gat^  .^^ath* 
ered  up  little  accounts  against  tht*m,  permitted  our  citize^:^<2i*D5 
to  work  buugbtily  into  their  bniwls,   and  sent  great  arnMrja-jjiH. 
ments,  like  that  to  Paraguay  of  the  preiiejit  wint^r»  to  vin*^^Ei^di^ 
cate  our  national  honor.     The  discreet  arrangements  m»^B^  a<|( 
wilh  Asiatic  conntrieB,  with  China  aud  Japan,  wt^rc  va&^»=3sUyi 
more  to  our  credit  than   between  the  two  oceans,  wbene?  ive 

should  have  been  moat  potent.* 

Had  Cuba  been  desired  for  freedom,  the  aspect  might  h 
been  different*     It  was  true  that  thia  island  was  now  an  o] 
market  for  Blaves^  and  a  flurry  over  the  British  ^' right 
search"    or    '^  right  of   visitation"  had  lately  occurred 
consequence.     Great  Britain  was  trying  to  apply  that  oi 
odious  claim,   in   the  interest  of   philanthropy,   to  ford 
euppresshjg   the  slave-trade.     That  belligerent   pretens 
agninst  American  sailors  which  led  to  the  war  of  1812  hrrmad 
dwindled  down  to  the  mere  police  inspection  of  vessels  flv^^^*^ 
false  national  colors  who  were  suspected  of  African  pira^  ^^1* 
We  have  seen  how  such  a  concession  was  avoi<^^^^ 
on   onr  part  in  the   Ashburton    treaty  of    1S4^-^T 
England,  in  the  spring  of  1858,  despatched  to  Cuba  a  nii   -^^^ 
ber  of  small  cruisers  which  had  been  employed  in  the  Qiim^^^^^ 
war,  with  orders  to  board  suspected   merchantmen  wh^^^^^ 
approached  or  left  that  island.     More  than  forty  ream^^^^ 
flying  the  American  flag  being  thus  stopped  and  seardi^^^^' 

♦  For  the  honorable  treaty  arrangements  made  with  China  In  ^l^""^^^^!l 
see  U.  8.  SUt.  at  Large,  1023;  2  Cortis's  Bachanan,  226;  MeiMi«e»  «  *^ 

cember  6, 1858. 

t  VoLlv.  p.  407. 
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J.t  was  not  strange  that  our  Presideut  should  have  taken 
strong  steps  to  interfere,  nor  that  Congress  should  have 
flshown  a  readiness  to  place  the  resources  of  the  nation  at  his 
^^lisposal  with  great  unanimity.*  Pi'ompt  instructions  were 
^«nt  to  Minister  Dallas  at  Loudon  on  the  subject ; 
^uid,  without  waiting  for  legislation,  a  large  n&^a^  x)eoember. 
i^oroe  was  despatched  to  the  Cuban  waters.  A 
Siappy  explanation  was  made ;  the  abuse  of  zealous  naval 
ofiBcers  ceased,  and  Lord  Palmerston  and  the  British  ministry 
yielded  so  far  as  to  disclaim  all  right  to  search  or  visit  against 
our  wishes.  For  Secretary  Cass  this  was  something  of  a 
^tariumph ;  yet  after  all,  his  zeal,  his  energy  was  expended, 
ms  he  had  expended  it  while  minister  to  France,  upon  the 
:aright  of  searching  to  break  up  slave  piracy.  No  assertion 
or  application  of  the  ancient  claim  had  for  long  years  been 
snade  in  any  other  respect ;  and  it  was  humiliating  that  all 
^tihis  defence  of  maritime  rights  should  have  the  appearance,  at 
least,  of  being  in  the  interest  of  the  slave  trade.  The  flag  of 
-Che  United  States  was  being  prostituted  to  the  protection  of 
^his  nefarious  traffic,  and  we  had  no  proposal  to  suggest  for 
][>reTenting  the  abuse  which  had  given  rise  to  the  difficulty.! 

The  Cuban  egg  was  put  into  the  nest  to  be  hatched  in 
1.860.  For  an  island  which  Spain  was  determined  not  to  sell, 
"we  had  not  the  thirty  millions  to  pay.  Under  Cobb,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  finances  had  been  going  from 
Imd  to  worse,  and  the  fiscal  chest  gave  back  a  hollow  sound 
"when  Congress  knocked  upon  it.  Partly  from  the  disastrous 
effects  of  the  last  year's  panic,  partly  because  of  incorrect 
estimates,  extravagance,  and  a  bad  husbandry  of  resources, 
%be  treasury  had  incurred  a  serious  deficiency.     A  prudent 

•  "  I  would  not  ask  any  reclamation  from  England  for  sach  insnlts," 
"^rroie  Stephens,  forioosly,  "  but  I  would  seize  her  ships,  if  necessary, 
amd  explain  myself  afterwards."    Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  c.  31. 

t  See  2  Cortis's  Buchanan,  214 ;  McLaughlin's  Lewis  Cass,  330.  These 
^uithoiB  seem  to  entertain  the  impression  that  the  present  correspondence 
"^raa  the  end  of  a  long  controversy  over  the  famous  and  original  British 
'^claim  of  a  right  to  search  for  former  subjects.  This  dignifies  the  present 
^Dorrespondence  too  greatly. 
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BtatesxDau  In  control  of  the  exchequer  when  emergeneiea  ■» 
not  overwhelming  will  bring  out  the  finances  at  least  as  well 
as  he  promiaes  ;  but  Cobb  was  the  dupe  of  his  own  figur^T—    J 
be  had  sanguine  (Its,  and  then  relapses.  I 

There  were  many  shrewd  managers  in  the  new  Republicad 
party,  and  au  alliance   had   been    forming    ever  since  the 
money  crash  of  1857  between   Pennsylvania  and  tbe  Xe^ 
England  States.     Hen  of  Whig  antecedents  everywhere  fell 
naturally  into  tbe  i>olicy  of  home   markets  and  a  protectire 
tariff,   and  the  hope  of    recovering  by  auch   legislation  tho 
partial  paralysis  which  the  manufactures  and  mining  interefitfl 
had  lately  suffered  ha<l  no  little  influence  in  caiTving  Penn^jl- 
vanift  aguinnt  tbe  Democrats  at  tlie  late  elections.     Buchanan 
realiztvd  tliis,  and  in  his  opening  message  advised  a  nioderal* 
increase  of  tariff  duties,  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  relieving  tbe     I 
wants  of  tbe  treasury.      Secretary  Colib  with  aching  beart 
admitted  in  his  report  the  prospect  of  such  a  change.    A 
duty  on  u-on  was  to  be  the  concession  for  Pennsylvaais*^ 
especial  benefit;  but  Southern  members  of  Uie  House  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  were  inflexibly  oppose<l  to  tie 
change,  as  well  as  the  pro-slavery  Senate.     That  committee 
could  agree  upon  no  tariff  bill,  and  as  time  slipped  away  i* 
looked  as  if  this  Congress  would  expire  leaving  the  govern- 
ment without  the  means  of  meeting  its  present  deficiencj- 
On  the  last  day  the  President  in  a  special  message  mad€  & 
strenuous  appeal  to  the  two  Houses  to  save   ^ 
March' 3.  P"^^^^  credit  from  dishonor.*      A  strange  secf^^^ 
this,  of  those  other  efforts  which  the  administrai^^ 
had  been  pushing  all  winter,  for  buying  up  foreign  islands  ^^ 
caiTying  on  a  roving  war.      The  situation,  in  a  part^  se^^' 
was  critical,  for  if  a  new  Congress  should  convene  at  <^^^^' 
several  Democratic  States  would  not  be  represented  i*^^^ 
Besides  their  variance  on  the  tariff,  the  present  Senate      ^. 
House  were  seriously  at  loggerheads  on  the  point  of  o^^^ 
nating  revenue  bills.     At  the  last  moment  the  latter  br^^" 
adopted  an  amendment  t  which  the  former  had  made  to      ^ 

*  Special  message,  March  3, 1859. 
t^y9ito83. 
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of  the  appropriation  bills,  permittiDg  treasury  notes  for 
$20,000,000,  which  covered  the  existing  deficiency,  to  be 
reissued.*  The  peril  of  open  insolvency  was  thus  tided  over ; 
but  while  the  two  wings  were  wrangling  over  their  preroga- 
tive on  the  post-oflSce  appropriation.  Congress  breathed  its 
last  breath. 

Republicans  had  been  struggling  to  increase  the  majority 
of  free  States  in  the  Union.  The  present  Congress  began 
with  sixteen  free  to  fifteen  slave  States,  and  though  Kansas 
was  still  left  out,  it  ended  with  eighteen  to  fifteen.  Min- 
nesota was  admitted  in  the  first  session,  distant  Oregon  in  the 
second,  the  latter  State  being  notoriously  much  less  popu- 
lous than  Kansas,  which  tarried. f  What  commended  Oregon 
to  favor  was  the  hope  that  she  would  train  in  the  Democratic 
column  ;  yet,  after  all,  that  hope  proved  treacherous.  The 
prospect  of  regaining  slavery's  equilibrium  waned  constantly, 
for  free  labor  was  immeasurably  superior  in  productive 
energies.} 

Section  II. 

period  of  thirty-sixth  congress. 

March  4, 1859— March  4, 1861. 

Changes  were  now  foreshown  in  the  political  sky.  Sam 
Houston,   uncouth,  §   but    strongly   accentuated   with   that 

•  Act  March  3, 1859,  c.  82. 

t  The  fuU  *'  representative  population  "  which  Kansas  was  required  to 
famish  as  a  penalty  for  refusing  the  Lecompton  yoke,  was  93,340.  Ore- 
gon's population  under  the  census  of  18G0  was  52,465. 

I  Minnesota's  act  of  admission  was  May  4,  1858,  c.  31 ;  that  of  Oregon 
was  Feb.  14, 1859,  c.  33.  The  people  of  Minnesota,  under  an  enabling  act 
passed  in  1857,  had  framed  a  constitution  which  the  people  adopted  in 
October  of  that  year.  There  was  a  quarrel  and  party  schism  in  the  con- 
vention of  July  at  St.  Paul,  but  adoption  cured  the  irregularities.  Oregon 
appears  to  have  Iwen  admitted  without  a  previous  enabling  act,  the  peo- 
ple adopting  their  constitution,  and  then  applying  to  Congress  for  admis- 
sion. Both  constitutions  were  anti-slavery,  but  that  of  Oregon  forbade 
negroes  to  settle  there. 

§  Corwin  describes  him  in  the  Senate  with  a  red  handkerchief  banging 
down  two  feet  from  his  rear  pocket,  and  looking  like  "  the  devil  with  a 
yard  of  brimstone  on  fire  in  his  rear."    2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  38. 
VOL.  v.— 27 
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Jacksoniaa  love  of  the  Union  which  panrtered  eagerl;^  ^ 

1S59.     ^ts  glory,  left  the  senatorial  life  to  become  Gov&  ^c^ot 
March,    of  Texas,  and  aepiretl  vainlj^  in  his    venerable        *?^ 
to  amalgamate  the  Bectious*     StepliensT  t>f  the  Housc^        an- 
other Southerner^  retired  at  the  ^amc  titne,  for  his  own 
and  pleasure,— a  leader  and  a  would-be  Unionist,  of  a 
interebting   but  more  elusive   tvpo.     This  frail  mjin, 
looked,  had  vital  powers  to  drain  through  two  more  eptx 
generous  and  philuaophiztog  through  a1]  caprices,  but, 
BrutuB,  borne  fatally  ou  with  eventts   to   take    the   cur 
which  his  heart  and  mind  taught  him  would  be  disaetr 
Hb  laat  efforts,  before  returning  home,  were  to  hen 


I 


the  Douglas  breach  in  his  party ;   but  he  conld  avail  n^^oth^ 
ing  with   the   President  and    administration,   and   left  the 

Federal  eity  persuaded  that  the  Union  would  soon  he       .sun- 
dered,* 

On  the  Sib  of  March  died  Brown,  tlie  Postmaster-Geo^M^^ 
a  man  of  popularity.  Joseph  Holt  of  Keutucky,  the  C — -^<J'nj- 
missioneruf  Patents,  was  proniot*->d  to  his  place.  Stem  fa—  <etl, 
attentive  t^^  buainesfl,  and  inUexibly  attached  to  the  Union  — -»  ^^ 
new  Cabinet  officer  showed  little  congeniality  with  his  Soat^V^i^ 
colleagues  in  the  Cabinet,  but  his  pruniDg  economies  at  ^:==>oce 
commended  his  selection.  The  failure  of  the  Post-oflSce^  ^P* 
propriation  bill  left  the  administration  in  a  dilemma ;  buti^*^^' 
much  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  no  extra  session  shoul^^^  ^ 
called,  the  new  Postmaster-General  undertaking  by  pni^r^cnt 
retrenchment  to  carry  on  the  business  of  his  department  ^^ 
til  December. 

Another  important  appointment  of  this  month  was  tha^^^  ^^ 
Robert  McLane,  of  Maryland,  as  Minister  to  Mexico  ^^'th 
full  discretionary  powers,  whose  purport  will  appear  h.^S'^ 
after.     Few  missions  of  real  concern  were  bestowed  by  ^^^^ 


*  *'  I  suppose  you  think  of  coming  back  as  a  Senator/'  sftid 
friend  to  the  Georgian,  as  the  latter  prepared  to  depart  from  the  u^     ^ 
where  he  had  been  so  prominent.    "  No,"  answered  Stephens,  sadl^r*' 
never  expect  to  see  "Washington  again,  unless  I  am  brought  hew  ^*  * 
prisoner  of  war."    And  this  foreboding  was  fulfilled.    Johnstoci'i   ^^^ 
pheus,  347,  348. 
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istratioD.  William  B.  Reed,  of  Pennsylvania,  ar- 
1  our  creditable  treaty  with  China.  William  Preston, 
itucky,  had  been  lately  appointed  to  Spain,  on  the  hope- 
base  for  Cuba.  At  London  and  at  Paris  Dallas  and 
r.  Mason  kept  each  to  the  post  where  President  Pierce 
laced  him.  The  Democracy  of  tlie  Supreme  Bench  had 
lately  rounded  off  by  the  elevation  of  Nathan  Clifford 
ine,  in  place  of  Webster's  friend,  Benjamin  R.  Curtis, 
ad  resigned  shortly  after  the  Dred  Scott  decision. 

more  than  seven  months  all  was  tranquil  on  the  bosom 
!  broad  republic.  But  the  political  drift  was  watched 
the  deepest  interest  as  the  machinery  of  the  popular 
icked  out  its  registration.  The  spring  harvest  in  New 
nd  was  reaped  by  the  Republicans ;  New  Hampshire, 
J  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island  giving  strong 
ion  to  their  cause.  Late  in  May  Virginia  ^^^' 
i  a  governor  for  four  yeara,  the  people  taking 
1,  since  1851,  in  a  choice  which  previously  had  devolved 
the  Legislature ;  and  John  Letcher,  who  ranked  as  an 
indent  Democrat,  was  chosen  by  fifty-five  hundred 
ity,  with  a  legislature  largely  of  the  same  faith  in  both 
ties.  August  and  September  brought  Demo- 
victories  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  to  thcg^^j^^^ 
of  the  State  ticket,  though  the  opposition, 
uthern  Americans,  gained  a  few  members  of  the  next 
J  here  and  in  North  Carolina.  In  California,  as  of 
J  in  Alabama  and  Arkansas,  the  Democrats  won  by 
majorities.  Reckoning  beforehand  the  straggling  dis- 
in  Georgia,  Louisiana,  and  Maryland  which  the  solid 
crats  could  not  capture,  it  was  reasonably  sure  before 
eat  elections  of  October  and  November  that  the  next 
lal  House  would  pass  into  the  full  control  of  neither 
two  leading  parties,  but  the  balance  of  power  would 
the  hands  of  the  oppositicm  members,  still  styled  Amer- 
who  were  elected  from  the  South.* 

♦  Tribune  Almanac. 
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Of  the  two  new  States,  Minnesota  gave  its  prtifert^Dce  far 
the  populair  braucli  to  the  Republkaiie ;  Oregon  to  Ihe  ikn^ 
cratfi ;   but  each  shared  Senate  seats  between  the  two  portit*, 
Kansas,  the  repulse*!  sister,  took  earnest  steps  to  bring  her 
population  up  to  the  requisite  figures,  and  apply  agaiD  fur 
admission*     I^eft  at  Icnj^th  to  manage  and  (»outrol  their  own 
aflfaira  without  external  pressure,   tlie  majority  here  main- 
tained the  tjupreiuaoy  of  freedom  by  continuing:  their  bold 
upon  the  territorial  legislature  and  legitimate  mat^hine,  )^V' 
ing  thcToi)oka  Constitution  and  short-cut  movement  to  ilisftp- 
pear.     Denver  had  already  laid  down  the  governor* 
Bhip,  in  tlie  fall  of  1858, — Samuel  Medary,  of  OhiOi 
eucceediug  him,  and  pursuing  the  same  fair  course  of  hmt^ 
local  sovereignty  as  far   as  possibly;  to  work  out  its  o^n 
couree.     A  sort  of  guerilla  warfare,  known  as  '*  jay-hawk- 
ing" coutinued  still  in  some  remote  parts  of  the  territorVi 
but  the  better  days  of  peace  and  prosperity  had  now  arrivd* 
Robinson,  the  leadt^r  of   the  Free-State  party,  co-operate<l 
witii  Buchanan's  governors  lu  restoring  order  and  tranquilHtj. 
The  territorial  legialature  uf  I808  hati  tried  it**  haudinonier- 
ing  another  convention ;  but  Denver  set  his  f<x)t  upon  tli*! 
project,    and    a  good   constitution   framed   prematurely  ^ 
Leavenworth  was  rejected  at  the  polla.     A  new  territorial 
legislature  met  at  Lawi-enee  in  the  first  montli  of 
l^otJ.     It  overhauled    the  statutes, — repealiog  i^ 
bulk  the  brutal  code  of  1855^  which  was  publicly  burntintl*& 
streets ;  published  a  general  amnesty  for  political  offenseB* 
and  ordered  the  sense  of  the  people  to  be  taken  upon  callioft 
a  new  constitutional  convention.     The  vote  cast  in  Marc^^ 
was  favorable  by  more  than  three  to  one ;  *  and  under  tl>* 
Governor's  proclamation  delegates  were  chosen  and  the  cor^^ 
vention  met  on  the  5th  of  July  at  Wyandotte.     The  mei^ 
bership  of  this  convention  consisted  largely  of  new  men,  an^^ 
in  the  choice  of  delegates  the  party  names,  Republican  an^- 
Democrat,  were  used  for  the  first  time.     Less  riidical  tha-— ^ 
the  Leavenworth  Constitution,  that  of  Wyandotte  followe^^ 

•  The  vote  stood  530G  to  1426. 
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tie  Topeka  instrument  in  restricting  the  suffrage  to  ^^  white 
lale  persons,"  but  slavery  was  of  course  forbidden.  On 
tie  4th  of  October  this  fourth  of  organic  charters  which  had 
een  offered  to  the  inhabitants,  under  one  sanction  or  another, 
ras  ratified  by  a  large  popular  majority.*  Charles  Robin- 
om  was  chosen  governor  in  December,  and  bleeding  Kansas 
tood  erect  a  State  in  all  respects  except  for  the  final  recog- 
ition  of  Congress,  t 

The  registration  of  the  people's  will  went  steadily  on. 
>hio  chose  in  October  the  second  of  its  Republican  gover- 
ors,  in  William  Dennison,  brimming  up  his  pin-  october- 
ility  to  thirteen  thousand ;  and  with  a  legislature^®^®™^'- 
Republican  in  both  branches,  promised  to  send  to  the  national 
enate,  where  he  had  served  in  former  days,  the  late  Ex- 
cutive  of  two  terms,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  who  now  left  oflSce 
ith  a  reputation  for  wisdom,  dignity  and  u[)right  conduct  in 
ffairs  second  to  that  of  no  statesman  of  his  times.  In  face 
f  a  defalcation  revealed  in  the  treasury  and  traceable  to  a 
>rmer  rule,  he  had  brought  up  the  finances  of  the  State  to 
n  admirable  point  and  shown  rare  traits  as  an  economist, 
'he  October  elections  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota  were  earned 
y  the  Republicans.  In  Pennsylvania,  too,  though  opposi- 
lon  ranks  were  in  some  disorder,  Buchanan's  party  met 
umiliation.  Massachusetts  re-elected  Banks,  its  ^^  iron 
lan,"  with  a  strong  heartiness.  New  Jersey  chose  an  "op- 
osition  "  or  Republican  governor  by  a  small  majority.  New 
ork's  contest,  which  was  closely  watched  by  the  country, 
lOUgh  the  offices  at  stake  were  inferior  ones,  favored  on 
le  whole  the  party  of  moral  ideas.  Americans,  mailing 
ere  no  separate  nominations,  but  adopting  a  State  ticket 
'hich  embraced  five  Republicans  and  four  Democratic  names, 
bowed  their  weight  as  a  "balance  of  power"  party;  thus 
aining  three  places  for  the  Democrats  by  trifiing  averages, 
rhile  Republicans  won  all  the  rest  of  the  offices  and  the 
egislature  besides.  { 

*  This  majority  was  nearly  4900  in  a  total  vote  of  15,951. 
t  Newspapers ;  Spring's  Kansas,  cs.  11, 12. 
I  Tribnne  Almanac. 
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Civio  6leotiOD8  in  Bome  qu&rters  of  the  Union  were  c\x^'^' 
acteiizcd  by  riot  aud  disturbance.     Organized  bands  of  rtJt- 
fiaos  who  belonged  to  the  dominant  party  of  Union  Ame«^" 
cans — ^*  plug-uglies  **  as  they  were  called — surrounded    tJie 
polling  booths  in  IJaltimore  and  kept  unfriendly  voters  &w£t^,  J 
killing  aud  maiming  many  with  their  revolvers*     Washiiag*" 
ton,  at  its  late  charter  electionB,  had  more  than  once  been  bro^^* 
beaten  by  these  drunken  and  brutal  gangs  from  the  neigLt^or* 
ing  city.     In  New  Orleans  in  1858  a  vigilance  cotnmittoe 
forced  a  notorioua  mayor  to  resign,  but  the  new  election 
which   followed  went  against  them,     *-*  How  long,"  aalcecf 
honest  citizens  of  the  most  i)opuloua  American  muoicipality, 
"  shall  crime  and  rowdyism  leatl  the  de&dnies  of  the  countr;y  ?  " 
Here  Fernando  Wood^  once   bo    hopeful  a  reformer,  ^wrent 
back  to  his  untidy  cojistituency  of  roughs,  "dead  rabbits" 
and  the  slum  of  Vive  Points,     The  Whig  legislature  of  ]  ^tSTr 
despairing  of  lot*al  self-govern  me  ntj  had   con^^^' 
dated  New  York  City  and  Brooklyn,  with  the     ^^iit* 
lying  towns,  for  a  metropolitan  board  of  police,  of  whiclm.    tli*^ 
mayors  weie  tfx-ojffirio  members,  while  the  State  mainta^^^f'^ 
control.     Mayor  Wood  organized  a  rebellion  against  this  ^0ct ; 
between  two  sets  of  police,  dust  and  garbage  gathere^^  ^ 
the  streets,  and  the  militia  had  to  be  called  out  to  quell      ^^ 
turbances.     When  the  Court  of  Appeals  rendered  its  <^.ed- 
sion  that  the  metropolitan  police  bill  was  constitntionai     ^°^ 
valid,  the  mayor  disbanded  his  police  so  suddenly  that      ^® 
city  was  left,  on  the  eve  of  our  independence  holiday,  -^^tii 
less  than  half  its  usual  foi^ce,  and  the  "  dead  rabbits**  <?^wd« 
out,  like  the  rats  of  Hamelin,  to  plunder  and  commit  ^>at- 
rage.     Again  had  the  military  arm  to  be  invoked   for    *^^ 
days  to  keep  order;  other  complications  came  later;     ^^^ 
was  it  until  after  a  carnival  of  crime,  followed  by  an  e:^*^*' 
ing  canvass  in  which  merchants,  property-holders,  and    ^^ 
Wall  Street  bankers  rallied  to  the  side  of  law  and  order,  ist^^ 
Wood  was  defeated  at  the  polls  and  sent  for  a  short  ti**** 
into  retirement.     His  successor,  though  a  decent  and  ^^^ 
intentioned  man,  was  a  Democrat,  swayed  by  the  secret  ^*^^ 
sinister  influences  of  Tammany ;  and  Wood,  squirming  bi^*' 
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self  oDoe  more  into  party  influence,  came  back  two  years 
later  into  his  place  again.  For  the  Republicans 
put  up  a  party  candidate,  and  Tammany  a  rich 
and  respectable  Democrat;  and  Wood,  whose  popularity 
with  the  great  unwashed  had  not  abated,  was  chosen  in  tri- 
umph over  his  divided  foes.  Thus  for  the  public  health  will 
a  strong  tide  sometimes  wash  out  the  sties  and  kennels  of 
dvic  corruption ;  but  the  putrid  mass  soon  gathers  and 
festers  again,  because  there  is  no  fixed  system  of  sewerage. 
Citizens  disposed  to  good  government  are  too  quickly  dis- 
heartened, or  too  much  absorbed  in  private  gain,  or  too 
easily  led  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  power,  to  keep  up 
the  fight  against  vicious  tendencies.  The  saving  strength  of 
a  people  with  these  artificial  environments  is  found  only  in 
a  great  crisis. 

The  political  signs  we  have  recounted  were  not  lost  upon 
the  administration  and  the  set  in  power.     The  ven- 
erable  Cass  in  one  of  his  fits  of  tremor  is  reported 
to  have  said,  after  hearing  of  the  New  York  State  election : 
^'  I  have  witnessed  the  beginning  of  this  government,  and 
I  sometimes  think  I  may  witness  its  end."  *      In  some  of 
the  close  States  the  canvass  had  been  conducted  with  great 
virulence ;  in  California,  for  instance,  where  Broderick,  the 
8tone-cutter*s  son,  rebuked  by  his  legislature  for  lending  a 
hand  against  Lecompton,  had  been  betrayed  into  a  political 
duel  which   was    fought    with   six-shooters,   and  was   shot 
through  the  lungs  at  the  first  fire, — the  earliest  of  our  Sena- 
tors with  Bowery  antecedents,  and  the  first  to  die  such  a 
death,  and  yet  withal  a  man  of  merit. 

Presidential  movements  were  already  in  progress.  The 
early  national  convention  of  the  Democrats  had  been  set 
Edready  for  Charleston,  as  though  that  party,  already  infat- 
uated with  the  South,  were  descending  into  the  very  hot-bed 
of  secession  and  patrician  obduracy.  The  wrangle  of  the 
New  York  '*  hards"  and  ''  softs"  in  their  recent  State  con- 

*  Carrent  newspapers. 
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Vfntiou  was  one  of  many  iDtlicatiotis  that  this  next  national 
gathering  would  b^pht  up  ii)  irreconcilable  f^^ud.  iH 

Three  Southern  Hijeet^hea  had  Wen  promulgated  during* 
the  anxiou8  summerf  by  three  Southern  leaders  of  different 
types*  Stepbens  of  Georgia,  Rhett  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Je£ferson  Davis  were  tlie  several  speakers :  the  firsts  tx>  hiB 
oonstituentd  on  the  occasion  of  iiis  retirement  from  Congress ; 
the  second,  on  the  celebration  day  of  our  independeDoe  ;  Uje 
third,  before  the  Democratic  State  convention  at  Jack&OQ> 
Rhetti  who  hat!  h^ng  since  left  the  Senate  and  public  life, 
uttered  rank  secesfiioii ;  and  for  years  he  had  prophesied 
and  dissolved  the  Union  to  the  best  of  his  ability-  Stephens 
spoke  as  one  whose  interests  still  centred  in  the  Union; 
Davis,  as  a  Unionist  upon  condition.  *''lf  a  Fresidenti" 
said  the  latter,  '*  should  be  elected  on  the  platform  of 
Seward*s  Rochester  speech,  then  let  the  Union  be  dis- 
solved/' 

The  scheme  of  national  policy  which  the  two  greater  of 
theae  orators  advanced  laid  stress  upon  the  newly  discovered 
rij^ht  which  Southern  slaveholders  pt^sHesHe*!,  to  settle  witli 
their  human  property  in  the  territories,  protected  by  the 
Constitution  on  a  platform  of  equal  nghts.  In  the  triumph 
of  such  a  principle  the  slavery  exclusion  doctrine  of  Rnfas 
King,  the  Missouri  compromise  doctnne,  and  the  Texas 
doctrine  had  all  been  abandoned.  But  non-interventioD, 
aided  by  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  did  not  go  far  enough. 
(1)  They  wished  Congress  to  enact  a  slave  code,  to  give 
positive  protection  to  slave  property  in  the  public  domain 
while  the  territorial  condition  lasted.  (2)  And  more  than 
this,  since  the  natural  increase  of  the  African  stock  was  not 
enough  for  the  extension  and  preservation  of  Southern  in- 
stitutions, it  was  desirable  to  repeal  the  act  of  Congress 
which  made  the  African  slave  trade  piracy  ;  that  whole  sub- 
ject belonging  more  properly  to  the  discretion  of  the  several 
States.  (3)  External  expansion  was  the  last  great  principle 
for  the  South  to  carry  out;  Central  America  and  Mexico 
were  open  to  our  acquisition,  and  Cuba  most  of  all.  Ste- 
phens was  not  in  favor  of  paying  Spain  much  for  her  island; 
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^>iiti  if  Cuba  wished  to  come  into  the  Union,  he  was  for  re- 
pealing the  neutrality  laws  so  as  to  give  our  people  a  chance 
to  help  her.  Davis  kept  a  clear  eye  upon  contingencies; 
he  Tiewed  the  acquisition  of  such  a  prize  as  advantageous 
to  the  whole  Union  if  the  Union  continued,  and  of  still 
greater  advantage  to  the  South  in  the  event  of  a  new  con- 
^e<leracy-* 

These  three  new    points  of   Democratic  departure,   all 
a^^ressive,  might  well  alarm  the  friends  of  freedom.     Slave- 
l&olding    philosophy  was    making    its   votaries   mad.      To 
Stephens's  mind  it  seemed  that  slavery  was  stronger  to-day 
tlian   ever  before.      And  Davis  solved   by   ethnology   the 
^vrbole  relation  of  the  weaker  races;  negroes,  he   affirmed, 
liad  not  here  nor  in  Liberia  shown  capacity  for  self -govern- 
ing, and  hence  the  good  of  society  required  that  they  should 
l>e  kept  in  their  normal  condition  of  servitude.     Davis  was 
a  public  leader  whom  Stephens  himself,  feeble  by  compari- 
son in  executive  force,  deferred  to.     He  was  unquestionably 
^^e  foremost  man  of  the  far  South  at  the  present  day ;  and 
Biuce  Quitman's  death  his  command  could  not  be  disputed. 
Rnergy,  boldness,  and  consummate  weight  of  character  had 
S^ven  him  a  national  reputation  and  influence ;  his  style  of 
speech  was  trenchant  and    analytical,   with   an  occasional 
arrogance  which  betrayed   the   training  of   a  soldier  and 
plantation  lord,  as  well  as  his  keen  consciousness  of  mental 
superiority.     This  thin,  pale,  polished,  and  intellectual-look- 
^^  son  of   Mississippi,  of  passive  demeanor  and  habitual 
courtesy,  sat  in  the  national  Congress  among  commonplace, 
blustering,  and  bibulous  colleagues,  almost  the  only  man  left 
there  of  that  higher  grade  of  Southern  gentlemen  which  was 
once  so  common  in  public  life.     To  the  projects  of  policy 
'^hich  Davis  now  brought  forward  the  opinion  of  the  cotton 
States  was  already  moving.      Efforts,    for  instance,   were 
already  there  in  progress  to  reopen  the  African  slave  trade, 
"^the  first  step  being  to  denationalize  the  crime.     And  truly 
^  slave  traffic  were  morally  right,  and  the  local  supply  in- 

*  See  current  newspapers  which  published  these  speeches. 
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au^cieot,  why  waa  not  the  argument  a  good  oae?  't: 
Southern  mmd  was  undergoing  a  change  on  this^  queBtt«) 
Public  nieu  uf  the  oldfichool,  like  Hou»t*m  and  Wise,  mig 
gpeuk  with  abhorrunce  of  the  proposul,  but  the  great  Jeffift 
son  himself  was  out  of  date,  and  tbe  act  to  vfhlch  he  h| 
placed  his  signature  no  longer  eaered. 

A  Southern  commi^rcinl  cunveution  which  met  in  Viek^b^ 
resolved  by  nearly  three  to  one  that  ali  lawa.  State  or  Fo 
eralt  which  prohibited  the  African  slave  tratlo  ought  to) 
abolished.  Cargoes  of  slaves  had  been  landed  recently ' 
Savannah  and  otlier  ports;  but  juries  would  not  convi^ 
and  courts  themselves  inclined  to  quash  the  prosccutia 
No  hann  so  groat  liatl  the  Dred  Scott  decision  done,  and  1) 
example  of  the  highest  tribunal  In  the  land,  as  in  fosterii 
the  Southern  lielief  that  race  superiority  involved  race  eii 
jection, — that  they  who  have  a  giant^s  strength  must  use' 
as  a  giant-  l^'ilibustering,  in  this  false  Uglit*  was  thus  | 
held  as  a  civilizing  mission  wbich  government  should  heartt 
assist.  A  new  secret  association  was  formt^l  this  jei 
which  adopted  the  old  metliotis  aud  iileas  of  the  Know-Not 
ing  lodges  and  met  in  August  at  White  Sulphur  Spring) 
"  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  "  was  the  name  of  the  ord* 
and  its  prime  object  was  to  extend  slavery's  area  by  ca 
quering  Spanish  America.  This  legion  was  suspected  * 
disunion  ends,  which  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  held  in  i 
serve.  For  the  idea  was  by  many  Indulged  and  incalcati 
in  our  gulf  region  that  the  election  of  a  ^'  Black  Republicai 
fanatic  like  Seward  to  the  Presidency  should  be  the  sign 
for  secession. 

What,  then,  was  likely  to  transpire  at  the  CharleBt< 
convention?  Buchanan,  in  an  open  letter,  announced  I 
final  determination  not  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-electio 
Douglas's  position,  as  Southern  politics  were  tending,  wj 
of  much  more  consequence  to  define.  If,  as  he  now  wro 
in  response  to  inquiries,  the  Democratic  party  should  d 
termine  to  adhere  to  the  Cincinnati  platform  and  the  pri 
ciples    of    the    Kansas-Nebraska    act,   his    friends    migi 
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iresent  his  name.  But  if,  in  lieu  of  time-honored  priuci- 
les  which  the  people  had  saDctioned,  ^^  the  convention 
hall  interpolate  into  the  creed  of  the  party  such  new  is- 
Qes  as  the  revival  of  the  African  slave  trade  or  a  Congres- 
ional  slave  code  for  the  territories,  or  the  doctrine  that 
le  Constitution  of  the  United  States  either  establishes  or 
Pohibits  slavery  in  the  territories  beyond  the  power  of 
ie  people  legally  to  control  it  as  other  property,  it  is  due 
'  candor  to  say  that  in  such  an  event  I  could  not  accept 
e  nomination  if  tendered  to  me.*'  In  a  magazine  article 
Is  same  summer  the  Illinois  senator  put  into  literary 
'm  his  ailment  for  ^'  popular  sovereignty,''  with  its 
al  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  hazily  qualified  by 
•he  Constitution  of  the  United  States."* 
C>ouglas  was  the  idol  still  of  a  large  fraction  of  his 
'ty,  and  dear  most  of  all  to  a  Northern  wing  which  felt 
It  slavery  drove  its  spurs  too  deep.  His  letter  and 
^azine  article  set  forth  his  own  platform,  which,  un- 
tunately  for  his  ambition,  required  him  to  repel  all 
'nestness  for  national  results,  pro-slavery  or  anti-slavery, 
:i  to  glorify  instead  blind  evolution.  Republicanism  was 
mest;  and  equally  so  were  the  Southern  masters,  who 
w  parted  company  wholly  and  forever  with  their  once 
•viceable  ally.  Unfriendly  squatter  legislation,  which 
ght  nullify  what  they  now  regarded  as  their  constitutional 
ht  to  own  slaves  in  national  territory,  was  a  nauseating 
ie ;  and  a  dogma  that  whispered  one  thing  and  worked  out 
i  opposite,  was  as  execrable  as  the  demagogue  who  invented 
'or  his  advancement.  Douglas  was  still  with  the  ardent 
iith  on  foreign  conquests, — he  would  annex  Cuba  by 
ce,  and  he  applauded  the  filibuster  Walker;  and  for 
it  reason  :i  few,  like  Stephens  and  Soule,  still  patronized 
0.  But  Davis,  Slidell,  Toombs,  Cobb,  and  the  whole 
,  that  ruled  in  administration  circles  now  repudiated 
d  defied  him ;  they  Ixilieved  that  he  acted  not  from  con- 
ence   but   policy.     With   the    pugilistic    and   prodigious 

•  19  Harper's  Magazine,  619. 
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forc€  of  hJB  intellect,  his  quicknesa  of  attack  and  indomi- 
table pluck,  Douglas  was  certainly  a  forniidaMe  figure 
for  a  PreBidential  camt^aign.  But  his  roUieking  rn?edom 
with  "  the  boys,*' his  Zouave  tactics,  hit*  brass,  his  dare- 
devil quatitiea,  repelled  Southern  gentleman  the  more^ 
now  that  he  parted  from  their  service,  while  old-fashioiied 
Democrats  of  a  conservative  type,  like  Guthrie  and  Hun* 
ter,  had  never  believed  in  him.  BL^sidea,  the  South  had 
fair  reason  for  wisbing  the  next  honors  of  the  party  ;  for 
tlie  North  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  ever  since 
Taylor  died  in  1850. 

Unconsciously    this  Union  was   neuring    a   ^reat  crisb, 
which    won  Id  melt  up  infallibly  all  national  preposseasions 
on   the  subject  of  domestic  systems  of  labor^  and  remit  the 
exisUug  era  to  the  irrevocable  past.      Vet  so  admirable  had 
been  the  general  training  and  influence  of  onr  solid  iiMti*     ■ 
tutions,   30  deeply  loyal    and    affectionate  to   the  cause  of      " 
national  unity  had  become  the  gicat  mass  of  our  American 
people,    that   an    unseen    force    bore    the    Coimtitution  and 
the    vast  Confederacy  bravely    and   buoyantly  through  a 
Btrife   which   demolished    violently    the    whole   false    fabric 
of    race    oppression    that  fifteen   States    had    constiiicted 
society  upon.     Tliiee  great  principles  permeated  the  chief 
range  of   this  Union  in   all   matters,  public  and  private: 
(1)  submission  to  the  law,  at  the  same  time  that  variance  of       ' 
the  law  with   Divine   injunction  lent   a   stimulus  towards       J 
changing  it;   (2)    acquiescence  in   the   decision  of  a  ma- 
jority,   whether    formally    or    informally    prescribed;   (8) 
compliance    with    the    homely    and    unwritten    maxim  of      "^ 
common   life, — first  come,    first   served.     All   this    dimin-     — 
ished   the   wrangle  for  precedence;  and   the   silent  spread    ^ 

of  the  rule  last  mentioned — ^though  woman  was  much  privi- 

leged  still  in   applying  it — attested   our   Democratic  habit^MI 
very  strongly. 

Such  maxims  did  not  prevent  an  individual  who  respecta^^cf 
them  from  exerting  an  immense   leverage  for  certain  pn^r— . 
looses, — a  leverage  much  the  greater,  as  might  often  happeK^:^, 
because  of  the  organized  force  which  law  or  the  majorirCrf 
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-ttuiB  confided  to  his  hands.  Thus  was  it,  for  instance,  with 
"Mhe  control  of  business  corporations.  From  selfish  and  mo- 
aiopolizing  tendencies,  for  wealth  more  especially,  society  is 
:aieyer  free ;  but  a  jealous  and  virtuous  people  will  check  and 
<x>unteract  them.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  forces  in 
^American  society  was  spontaneity;  the  subscription  list, 
"iiie  journalistic  appeal,  or  the  eloquence  of  a  public  meeting, 
opened  the  private  purse  and  brought  hosts  of  willing  citi- 
.asens  to  the  front,  who  were  moved  by  generous  compassion 
^r  the  sense  of  a  common  danger.  This  spirit  of  voluntary 
flsacrifice  and  co-operation  was  strongly  illustrated  in  both 
^>ppo8ing  sections  at  the  outbreak  of  our  civil  war. 

The  American,  though  immersed  in  tlie  pursuit  of  riches, 
^^as  learning  to  relish  keenly  the  luxuries  and  refinement 
'"which  wealth  brings  in  its  train.  In  these  days  he  travelled 
:inach  and  came  in  contact  with  the  Europeans  of  many  coun- 
'tries.  He  did  not  blindly  imitate,  but  adapted  the  ideas  of 
4dl  lands  to  suit  a  liberal  taste.  No  insular  prejudices  con- 
ihied  him  to  particular  dishes ;  but  whatever  was  found  rel- 
ishing in  English,  French,  or  German  cookery  he  applied  to 
his  own  palate,  cherishing  a  taste  for  profusion  which  the 
abundant  variety  and  excellence  of  our  soil  products  could 
readily  gratify.  In  cereals,  fruits,  and  vegetables,  the  best 
resources  of  the  temperate  zone  were  his  own ;  oysters,  game 
from  the  far  West,  and  fish  as  delicious  as  ever  was  jerked 
from  brook  or  ocean  ministered  to  his  appetite.  His  hotels, 
like  his  steamboat  palaces,  becoming,  each  later  one,  more 
gilded  and  gorgeous  than  the  last, — for  rivalry  and  the  spirit 
of  innovation  forbade  his  settling  in  quiet  ruts  and  leaving 
things  to  grow  venerable, — were  miracles  of  accommoda- 
tion ;  ♦  while  his  railway  trains  were  better  fitted  for  pop- 
ular travel  than  those  of  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
Horse  railways  could  be  watched  in  New  York  city  from  the 
Astor  House  windows  the  first  year  of  Pierce's  presidency  ; 
since  which  time  Boston  and  others  of  our  richer  municipali- 

•  *'  An  American  hotel,"  wrote  William  Chambera,  in  1853,  *'  is  not  a 
i^onae,  it  is  a  town." 
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ties  had  permitted  them,  Aerial  locomotion  bad  DOtbwa 
untried;  for  tbis  verv  Bummer  La  Mouiitaia  began  aq  ex- 
perimeutal  vo^^age  from  St,  Louis  to  the  Atlantic  aeaboari 
in  his  '*ah"  ship,"  or  mammoth  l)aUoou ;  which,  after  dip- 
ping accidentally  iuto  Lake  Ontario,  landed  in  a  tree  oa  the 
neighboring  shore,  and  on  a.  Becuud  trip  npset  the  repenUfit 
navigator  in  the  great  Canadian  wilderness,  a  hundred  anti 
fifty  miles  north  of  Ottawa ^  where  he  wandered  four  tiays 
without  food  until  providentially  rescued*  A  great  danger 
of  Bueh  journeying  was  in  aerial  currents,  which  drove  one 
from  his  course. 

Vulcanized  rubber  and  the  Be  wing-machine  were  among 
the  thousaml  new  American  discoveriee  applied  to  the  gen- 
eral comfort*     Pennsylvania,  luckiest  of  common wealtiia  b 
umassin*^  fortunes,  struck  coal  oil  as  the  sperm  disappeiiml> 
and   illumined   the    world    anew,       Kane   and   other  daring 
BOUlti  pursued  their  Arctic  explorations,  incited  by  UieB«arct 
for  the  boneo  of  British  Sir  John  Franklin-      College  ato- 
dents  put  nt^w  xest  int«:>  bt>ating  and  athletics,  moved  by  l^    ' 
grapliic  scenes  of  English  life  depicted  in  '^  School  D*js»t 
Hug  by.*'     The  turf  had   its  patrons,  t*>o,  though  to  traD^ 
plant  the  fashionable  glories  of  the  Epsom  or  Derby  waa  for 
the  present  hopeless.    Americans  of  the  North  were  busy,  thei^ 
idlers  were  chiefly  of  the  loafing  and  dissipated  set,  and  heac^ 
they  performed  the  baser  recreations  by  deputy.     John  Mo^' 
rissey,  as  the  champion  of  the  United  States,  pommeUe^ 
Heenan,  the  "  Benicia  Boy,"  in  1858.     The  French  Hoadii^ 
in  1859,  undismayed  by  the  fate  of  Sam  Patch,  walked  acro^ 
Niagara  River,  at  a  short  distance  below  the  cataract,  oo 
tight  rope.      Paul  Morphy,  our  famous  chess-player,  w^* 
one  of  the  world  renowned  celebrities  who  catered  to  oo^ 
entertainment,  among  a  long  list  of  singers,  musicians,  ao^ 
thors,  actresses,  and  light  professionals,  from  Jenny  Lind^ 
Sontag,   Thackeray,   and   the  tragic  Rachel,   down  to  th^ 
piquant   and  scandal-breeding  Lola  Montes.     Jnllien,  th^ 
conductor,  with  his  airy  baton  and  hurricane  symphonies, 
had  served  his  turn  ;  orchestras  of  imported  talent  mingler 
in  their  more  popular  selections  occasional  bits  of  claeaicaL 
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music ;  and  against  the  prudish  protests  of  old  men  and 
women,  who  danced  square  dances  only,  the  long  *'  German  *' 
was  coming  into  fashion  among  the  youngsters  of  society. 
The  best  French  and  Italian  operas  were  patronized  by  the 
cream  of  our  chief  cities,  and  among  the  latest  and  most 
admir^  of  them  were  Trovatore,  Traviata,  and  Martha. 
The  American  stage  was  enlarging  its  influence,  and  among 
native  actors  the  ranting  Forrest,  and  Booth  the  younger, 
-whose  melancholy  Dane  was  his  own  natural  image,  stood 
highest  in  popular  estimation.  Audiences  wept  at  Miss 
Heron's  impersonation  of  ^^  Camille,"  but  confessed  that  the 
play  was  like  a  peep  at  Satan. 

American  literature  had  reached  a  golden  pinnacle ;  serene, 
ss  it  looked,  above  the  angry  waves  which  lashed  our  most 
dangerous  headland.  Cooper  and  Prescott  were  in  their 
fpraves ;  the  genial  Irving  died  this  year.  But  Bancroft  and 
3ffotley  were  still  among  the  historians ;  Hawthorne,  doubt- 
Ivl  of  his  country's  fate,  was  extending  his  picturesque  stud- 
ies abroad;  and  of  poets,  Bryant,  Longfellow,  Holmes, 
TiOwell,  and  Whittier  were  a  host  for  any  age,  though  the 
ilrst-named  had  laid  aside  his  lyre,  and  the  anti-slavery  effu- 
sions of  the  last  offended  good  breeding.  Everett  and  Tick- 
»or  were  figures  in  cultured  circles, — the  former,  by  his  lec- 
ture upon  ''George  Washington"  and  descriptive  papers 
printed  in  the  well-paid  columns  of  the  "  New  York  Ledger," 
«ding  the  ladies  of  the  Union  to  purchase  Mount  Vernon 
^or  a  national  memonal. 

Lyceum  committees  still  arranged  their  lecture  courses 
^or  the  long  winter  evenings ;  and  star  lecturers,  of  whom 
^e  great  majority  were  literary  writers,  politicians,  and 
xnen  of  the  learned  professions,  roamed  through  the  North 
and  West,  educating  from  the  platform,  and  satisfying  the 
Tiiral  craving  to  look  upon  the  owners  of  familiar  names. 
Among  celebrities  who  increased  their  incomes  in  this 
^vay  were  Wendell  Phillips,  the  philosophical  Emerson, 
And  preachers  of  renown  like  Chapin  and  Henry  Ward 
^^echer.  The  physical  strain  of  this  work  was  very  great, 
J'JVolving    long  winter    journeys    by    incommodious    trains 
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which  missed  their  coDoectionB,  aud  lonely  breakfai^b  oi 
UDseaaonabLe  hours,  Tbere  were  no  more  Uviug  orators 
lilce  Websttr ;  uoue  who  could  f aa  into  a  bhizo  the  \^hk^ 
trous  love  of  i»n  undivided  oouHtiy*  Orators  on  8UcIio  lluuie 
beti'ayed  either  dtis[>oiideuL7  or  quaitiuf^  l>olduf^.  Chot.it, 
who  now  [jftssoil  m\A>  the  shades,  liatl  deplored  in  oue  o£ 
hU  latent  oratloua  the  mixlevu  ri«e  of  little  poHlimcflt 
little  iK*t^iLcliers,  and  little  men;  but  his  own  f oilurt*  Uj 
appreciate  t)^e  dawning  a^e  causetl  the  mi  scone  eption,  Cou- 
servatism,  with  its  horizon  of  narrow  diameter,  wae  Iwg 
its  hold  upon  our  society;  radical  ideas  were  coming  fast 
into  fashion.  Aa  in  religious  thought  new  theoriefi  of  ecJ- 
ence  made  rapid  inroad,  and  men  feared  not.  to  (iieooifi 
glaciers,  vestiges  of  ereati(m,  and  tbe  pluralit}'  of  ^'urW&, 
so  in  politics  tliere  was  a  growing  regard  felt  for  men  fl"li'> 
spoke  aud  acted  boldly. 

The  South,  with  ampler  leisure  and  a  love  of  the  op«fl 
air,  found  less  employment  for  the  enginery  of  mi^ntal 
culture,  and,  to  toll  the  trutb,  looked  rather  disdaiafuUy 
upon  it  This  section,  to  match  the  galaxy  of  Northern 
bard8  and  writers  of  voluminous  fiction,  had  no  lltefATjr 
author  to  name  but  William  Gilmore  Simms ;  its  only  liv- 
ing authority  upon  statistics  and  political  economy  was 
* '  De  Bow's  Review ;  "  its  sons  were  educated  iu  Northern 
schools  and  colleges ;  and  our  national  literature,  like  the 
books  into  which  the  brains  of  authorahip  entered,  was  of 
Northern  manufacture.  A  consciousness  of  this  intellectual 
dependence,  and  jealousy  that  anti-slavery  ideas  should  thus 
get  rife,  bred  a  new  project  at  this  time  of  a  Southern  uni- 
versity, where  slaveholders'  sons  should  be  nurtured  in  studiea 
appropiiate  to  a  master  race.  But  in  politics  and  the  luili' 
tary  profession  the  South  bore  great  sons,  as  she  had  always 
done,  being  strong  in  the  ascendency  which  is  gained  by 
personal  contact ;  and  among  her  most  impassioned  orators^ 
in  these  years,  besides  the  statesmen  we  have  followed  in 
active  service,  was  William  L.  Yancey,  of  Alabama,  whose 
silvery  eloquence  for  conquest  and  race  supremacy  enchained 
many  an  audience. 
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It  was  just  after  the  October  elections  that  a  cry  of  horror 
was  heard  through  the  land.     Virginia,  the  mother     ^^^^ 
of  States,  was  invaded  by  a  northern  horde.     The  OctolMr 

16  17 

national  arsenal  was  seized  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  slavery  '  ' 
assaulted  on  soil  which  the  Federal  Constitution  held  sacred  ; 
and  a  servile  war  inaugurated,  that  blacks  might  ravish,  de- 
spoil, and  murder.  In  the  agitated  condition  of  the  Southern 
mind  the  danger  was  easily  exaggerated ;  and  at  the  first 
alarm  it  seemed  as  if  the  whole  abolition  army  above  the 
border,  and  meddlesome  civilization  itself,  were  in  active 
motion  to  start  the  *'  irrepressible  conflict."  This  panic 
subsided  when  the  self-imprisoned  invadera  were  secured 
with  chains  or  shot  dead,  and  the  lanterns  of  investigation, 
prying  from  top  to  bottom  and  from  corner  to  comer,  re- 
vealed nothing  more  serious  than  a  foolish  and  crack-brained 
plot;  and  the  invading  cohorts  of  ^^ Black  Republican" 
cut-throats  and  incendiaries  dwindled  down  to  a  little  band 
of  twenty-two  men,  armed  with  rifles,  pistols,  and  pikes, — 
a  family  party  for  the  most  part,  with  a  few  companions, 
white  and  black, — all  headed  by  that  obscure  patriarch  and 
self-appointed  scourge  of  the  Almighty,  old  John  Brown. 

Had  this  sporadic  and  nonsensical  movement  been  calmly 
and  considerately  viewed  by  those  against  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, had  the  pitiful  and  deluded  assailants  been  treated 
with  the  decent  magnanimity  for  which  so  good  an  opportun- 
ity was  afforded,  John  Brown's  raid  would  have  passed  out 
of  the  public  mind,  like  any  other  nine-days*  wonder,  and 
been  forgotten.  No  negro  uprising  followed,  nor  the  shadow 
of  a  servile  war ;  the  negro  continued  as  docile,  the  Consti- 
tution as  stringent  in  its  protection  of  slave  property,  as  slav- 
ery could  ever  have  expected.  But  the  slave  master  showed 
on  this  occasion  his  innate  tyranny  and  cruelty  towards  an 
adversary,  by  something  of  that  gloating  vengeance  which 
oar  English  code  once  inflicted  when  it  quartered  and  disem- 
bowelled political  traitors  ;  and  had  the  ill -calculating  liber- 
ator dared  the  laws  in  one  of  the  lowor  cotton  States,  instead 
of  mild  Virginia,  there  is  little  doubt  that  be  would  have 
VOL.  v.— 28 
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been  much  more  iguominiously  dealt  with.     John  Brown  w^^b^ 
arrested,  tried,  and  convicted  in  hot  haste ;  he  was  stnirr^g 
up  on  the  gallows-tree ;  and  meeting  death  like  a  galla^cist 
man  who  believes  his  cause  to  be  right,  he  became  a  martT^x-^ 
and  consequently  an  inspiration  and  a  figure  in  history. 

Of  Pilgrim  pedigree  and  revolutionary  fighting  stock,  oxjr 
grim  hero  was  one  of  those  stem-faced  sons  of  righteousnees 
who  read  their  Bible,  rear  great  families  of  sons  and  dao^L- 
ters,*  and  fight  poverty's  piivations  handicapped,  with  every 
chance  of  worldly  success  against  them.     John  Brown's  ver}' 
name,  rugged  and  familiar  on  the  tongue,  claims  kin  for  him 
with  a  host  of  common  people  of  English  blood.     Failing  in 
one  means  of  livelihood  after  another,  he  settled  with  lii^ 
family  on  a  farm  among  the  lonely  Adirondacks,  where,  under 
countenance  of  that  rich  philanthropist,   Gerrit  Smith,    b^ 
managed  a  scheme  for  the  amelioration  of  free  blacks,  whiolif 
like  most  others  to  which  he  laid  his  unlucky  hand,  turned  o^t 
badly.     Kansas  and  the  struggle  to  found  a  free  State  s^i^^ 
four  of  his  children  westward  among  the  first  settlers.    X"^® 
father  followed  with  other  sons  in  1856,  not  as  a  peaceal>^^ 
farmer,    but   to   put   cold   lead    into    the    border   rutfiai^^- 
Brown's    inflexible    temper   and   fierceness    made    him     ^O' 
this   time  an  unsafe  man  of   those   pioneer   suirounding^*^  ' 
his  range  of  vision  was  necessarily  narrow ;    and,  alren<^> 
an  honest  hater  of  slavery,  whose  only  patrons  were  avo^'^^ 
abolitionists,  he  was  almost  crazed  in   mind  by  the  suff^*'' 
ings  which  his  sons  were  forced  to  undergo  while  the  praii''^' 
turbulence  was  at  its  height.     The   old  man  was  a  thora  ^^^ 
Robinson    and    the   other   leaders   of  the  free -State  part>'? 
whose  methods  weie  politic,  and  who  aimed  to  carry  tbeir 
point.     He  swung  "  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  Gideon; 
he  conceived  bloody  plans  with  cunning  reticence,  and  e:s- 
ecuted  them  with  stolid  disregard  of    the  general  opinion - 
His   night   massacre   nenr   Pottawatomie,    where    with    his 
little  band   he  pulled  unoffending  people  out  of  their  beds 
and  put  them  to  death  because  they  were  slaveholders,  iras 

*  Ho  had  two  wives  (the  hitter  of  whom  survived  bim),  and  nineteeD 
rhiUlrcn.    Stearns's  John  Brown, 
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the  one  atrocity  of  1856  on  freedom's  side  which  could  never 
be  expiated.  Winning  from  this  exploit  the  sobriquet  of 
"Oseawatomie  Brown,"  the  grim  warrior  was  next  winter 
at  the  East,  describing  with  deep  feeling  the  woes  which  his 
children  had  undergone,  wounded,  maimed,  or  marched  in 
chains  under  a  burning  sun.  He  collected  such  pitiful  sums 
as  he  could  from  the  philanthropic,  secretive  of  his  real  pur- 
pose, and  reappeared  in  Kansas  just  as  the  better  era  was 
opening,  there  to  sojourn  for  about  a  year,  dis-  isss 
turbing  the  territorial  peace  for  the  last  time  by  ^^®*^®°^°®'- 
making  a  foray  across  the  Missouri  line  and  stampieding 
some  slaves,  after  killing  a  slaveholder  who  resisted  him.* 

Brown's  visit  to  the  East  had  developed  an  undisclosed 
purpose  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa,  and,  joining  the 
slaves  to  his  standard,  to  crush  slavery  out  in  the  Southern 
States,  reckless  of  all  laws  but  that  of  divine  retribution.f 
Though  of  decided  character,  his  mind  had  been  strangely 
unstrung  by  the  murderous  scenes  in  Kansas  in  which  he 
had  borne  a  part.  While  determination  to  retaliate  ran 
deep  within  him,  we  must  think  his  faculties  so  strained 
and  distorted  as  to  lose  all  just  sense  of  the  adequacy  of 
means  to  his  ends.  Insanity  ran  in  Brown's  family,  and 
one  of  his  sons  in  Kansas  was  a  victim  of  the  malady. 
Tet  monomaniacs  may  plot  most  cunningly;  their  folly 
develops  more  properly  at  the  stage  of  action.  What 
moonlight  madness  do  we  see  in  that  constitution  X859, 
drawn  up  and  read  to  confederates  over  the  Cana-  ^P"^  ^• 
dian  border,  wherein  John  Brown  announces  the  provi- 
sional government  of  tiie  United  States  which  he  intends, 
as  the  new   Cromwell,   to   establish.  J     And  what  quintes- 

•  Cf.  F.  P.  Stearns's  John  Brown,  and  Von  Hoist's  essay  (ib.),  and 
38  Century,  411. 

t  Brown's  return  to  Kansas  was  probably  a  feint,  or  a  temporary 
^^Vfeandonmeut  of  his  immense  plans,  which  a  man  to  whom  he  had  con- 
^cled  them  is  said  to  have  betrayed.  The  success  of  his  Missouri  raid 
^^eins  to  have  encouraged  him  to  resume  the  enterprise. 

X  This  Utopian  instrument  purposed  t<i  reconstruct  American  society, 
^*^d  to  bring  in  all  resiilents  of  tlie  country,  whether  slave  or  free,  as 
^*^«mbers  of  the  new  political  alliance. 
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sence  of  nonsense   is   curtained    id    tbat  night  descent  of 
October  &caroely  twenty  confederates  ui>on  Harper's  Ferry 
10-18.    from  the  neigliboring  hoigkts  of  Maryland,  where 
the   Browns^  fatber    »nd    &ous,   under  the  equally  plebeian 
name   of   Smithy    had   rented    tlieir    ^luall    farm    the   pnst 
Buumer^  and   t^tealtliily    collected  weapons   of  war  enougli 
to  deck   out  half   a   regitneut^  and   hard   cash    anioiuitirt^ 
U)  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.*     Any  town  of  Jive  thou- 
sand inhabitants  ought^  one  wonJd  thinkt  to  have  disarmed 
this    amateur    array ;     and    any    United    States    arsenaif  in  fl 
whicb    were   usually  stored  a  hundred   thousand    stautl  of  ■ 
arms,  should  not,  except   in  slack  Virghiia,  have  beeu  left 
so   utterly    uoguanled.      John    lirowu    uiakes     the    public 
property   his    own    without    firing  a   gun,    and    with  sub- 
limated zeal  ixjsts  guards  on  the  railway    bndge  near  bji 
aud   makes   a  night   arrest   of  two   slave-owning  f^rmerB- 
So  far  does  the  Cromwell  strategy  sustain    him ;    but  when 
he  stops  the  midnigbt  traiu^  and  then   suffers  it,  with  dtiv^ 
alrous   expressions,   to  go   on  its  way  towanls  Baltimore, 
wby  does  be  not  scud   like  a  fox    to  the  near  Dionubin 
covert,  instead  of   returning   complacently   with  his  pike* 
bearers  into  the  premises  of  which  he   has   robbed  tbirt; 
millions  of  people,  and  barring  the  outer  doors?     With  the 
nation's  capital  not  many  miles  away,  and  steam  and  tele- 
graph spreading  the  alarm  through  the  small  hours  of  Ihe 
night,  it  is  not  strange  that  morning  overwhelms  the  whole 
crazy  exploit.     The  loud  halloo  is  raised,  and  the  hounds  of 
government  are  in  full  pursuit ;  regiments  of  Virginia  militi* 
hurry  frantically  to  the  scene  to  repel  imaginary  thousandfi* 
joined  by  fraternal  corps  from  Maryland.     Colonel  Robert  E. 
Lee,  under  government  orders,  reaches  Harper's  Ferry  netf 
midnight  of  the  17th  with  a  detachment  of  United  Slates 
marines.     Great  soldier  that  he  is,  he  sees  at  once  the  easi- 
ness of  his  task,  and  applies  simple  means  to  simple  ends. 
Stopping  the  desultory  filing  which  has  wasted  human  lives 
on  either  side  and  placed  Brown's  prisoners  in  jeopardy^  he 

*  Stearns's  John  Browu  (Vou  Hoist),  122. 
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storms  the  unprovisioned  arsenal,  whose  walls  are  a  very 
trap,  not  with  cannon,  but  with  sledge-hammers  and  a 
heavy  ladder  used  as  a  battering-ram;  militia  gaze  on 
in  admiration ;  the  townspeople,  recovering  from  their  first 
fright,  draw  closer.  The  heavy  doors  yield  to  an  assault 
after  the  Roman  fashion,  the  marines  rush  in,  and  hoary 
John  Brown  is  found  on  his  knees  half -dazed  and  severely 
wounded,  two  of  his  sons  lying  dead  by  his  side.  Out  of 
the  original  nineteen  who  seized  Hai*per's  Ferry,  two  have 
escaped,  ten  are  killed,  and  the  remaining  seven  are  easily 
handcuffed  and  sent  to  jail,  the  citizen  prisoners  being  un- 
harmed.* 

But  if  Brown's  invasion  was  wholly  irrational,  he  paid  the 
penalty  like  a  true  hero.  The  civil  authorities  of  Virginia 
DOW  took  up  the  business ;  bills  of  indictment  under  a  slave 
code  were  found  against  all  the  prisoners;  and 
though  each  in  due  course  felt  the  halter  draw,^^^^^^ 
Brown's  trial,  the  most  conspicuous,  came  first. 
Prosecution  was  urged  on  by  a  hostile  populace ;  the  culprit's 
exhaustion  from  his  wounds,  which  had  not  been  mercifully 
dressed,  made  no  point  for  a  postponement,  nor  would  the 
court  even  delay  a  few  days  for  Northern  counsel  to  an*ive. 
The  technical  offence,  to  be  sure,  could  not  be  disputed  by 
testimony,  but  might  not  scruples  have  been  raised  to  avert 
the  severest  penalty  ?  Brown's  aberrations  seemed  to  clear 
away  like  summer  clouds ;  he  realized,  all  too  late,  the  fu- 
tility of  exploits  such  as  he  had  attempted ;  and  his  simple 
composure,  and  above  all  the  genuineness  of  his  character, 
won  pity  even  from  among  his  worst  enemies.  Virginia 
herself  may  have  blushed  to  recall  her  once  humane  example ; 
but  times  had  changed,  and  with  the  rights  of  fifteen  States 
to  vindicate.  Wise,  her  weather-vane  of  an  Executive,  who 
had  streaks  of  better  sense,  marched  and  counter-marched 
bis  secure  militia  hither  and  thither,  made  cordons,  planted 
his  loaded  cannon  near  the  jail,   and  put  an  embargo  for 

•  While  Brown's  whole  force  numbeTed  twenty-two,  it  is  understood 
that  only  nineteen  of  them  crossed  the  Potomac. 
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tbr€(j  daya  upon  the  railway  trains  to   prevent  a  resrue** 

Tliree  elavt;  States  vieti  with  oue  another  for  thi;  pt  ivik-ge  of 

furnishing  tht3  benipen  coi^i.      And  having  the  prcviottiii  day 

I>^,jgnj_   taken    leave   of   his   wife  and  nmde  hb  will,  the 

^^  ^^  farmer  of  the  Adirondacka  un  December  the  2d 
was  conducted  from  his  cell  to  the  fatal  tree  ut^der  a  strong 
military  escort,  who  were  put  through  various  cruel  evolu- 
tions as  he  stood  on  the  scnffold  with  his  hands  bound  and 
his  coffin  near  by.  True  to  his  tenets.  Brown  bad  refused 
to  be  shrived  by  a  pro-slavery  priest,  or  defended  by  pro- 
slavery  counsel ;  he  made  no  dying  speech^  but  whenever  in 
confinement  be  had  declared  himself,  he  said,  as  b^  undoubt^ 
edly  felt,  that  slavery  was  a  fanatiH^jju,  to  which  he  was 
offered  a  bloody  sacrifice.  But  he  ailmltted  that  he  hod 
transgressed  written  laws,  by  whose  forma  he  waa  rightly 
Goudeinned,  and  even  spoke  generously,  and  too  generously^ 
of  bis  ti-eatmeut  as  a  prisoner-  He  moiuited  tlie  aoaffold 
with  a  firm  step,  while  the  State  troops  manoeuvred  the  pub- 
lic to  a  distance  j  his  body  swung  quietly  after  the  drop  fell ; 
and  the  extinct  remains  were  delivered  to  his  wife  and  fri<;nds 
to  be  taken  North  for  buriiiK  The  Virginia  negro  was  mute 
as  death  itself,  but  bumble  uegro  congregations  in  some  re- 
mt>tt^  fi*t^  Stjitt^s  met  in  prayer  at  the  tolling  of  the  bell  oo 
the  day  their  intended  benefactor  was  hanged. 

John  Brown  was  no  Caesar,  no  Cromwell,  but  a  plain  citi- 
zen of  a  free  republic,  whom  distressing  events  drove  into 
a  fanaticism  to  execute  purposes  to  which  be  was  incom- 
petent. He  detested  slavery,  and  that  detestation  led  him 
to  take  up  arms  not  only  against  slavery,  but  against  that 
public  opinion  which  was  slowly  formulating  bow  best  to 
eradicate  it.  Woe  to  the  conquered.  The  North  made  no 
appeals  for  that  clemency  which  slaveholders  had  alone  to 
consider.  Brown  had  not  been  lenient  to  masters,  nor  were 
masters  bound  to  be  lenient  to  him.     And  yet  Brown  was 

*  It  is  still  a  matter  of  discussion  whether  Wise,  who  was  miuA  gfw  m 
to  rhodomontade,  made  aU  tliis  needless  floarlsh  from  iM^tiud  mp 
sion  or  for  the  sake  of  political  capital.     He  was  abont  to  i 
present  stewardship,  and  hoped,  perhaps,  for  something  better. 
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an  enthusiast,  and  not  a  felon;   the  essence  of  his  cxime 
was  unselfish.     Like  the  French  country  maiden  who  went 
to  Paris  to  plunge  her  dagger  into  a  bloody  ruler's  heart,  he 
meant  to  rescue  good  morals  from  the  usurpation  of  human 
laws.     Corday  fulfilled  her  solitary  plan  because  it  was  rea- 
sonable ;  John  Brown  failed  in  his  plan  because  it  was  un- 
reasonable ;  but  both,  as  actors  and  martyrs,  fiashing  upon 
the  ^world's  attention  like  new  meteors,  left  examples  of  self- 
sacrifice,  the  one  upon  the  guillotine,  and  the  other  upon 
the  gallows,  which  a  people  could  not  refrain  from  exalting. 
The  virgin  damsel  of  grace  and  beauty,  and  tiie  grim  old 
man  of  sixty,  stem  and  sanguinary,  who  led  on  his  sons, 
take  equal  hold  of  posterity's  imagination ;  of  each  one  it  has 
been  said,  by  acute  observers,  that  the  immediate  effect  of 
such  deeds  was  injurious  to  politics ;   and  yet  society  in  the 
long^  centuries  is  stronger  for  being  thus  taught  that  des- 
potism over  fellow-men  is  not  safely  hedged  in  by  authority. 
Srown's  stalwart,  unique,  and  spectral  figure  led  on,  grotesque 
but  terribly  in  earnest,  the  next  time  Virginia's  soil  was  in- 
vaded,— ^not,  however,  for  executing  any  such  unfeasible 
scheme  of  making  the  slaves  their  own  avengers,  but  to 
a.pply  the  war  powers  of  the  nation  against  disloyal  mas- 
ters.* 

Three  days  after  this  most  important  of  the  Harper's  Ferry 
executions,  and  while  John  Brown's  body  was  seek-  Decern- 
ing a  last  resting-place  among  the  mountains  of  ^^  ^• 
iO'ew  York,  a  new  legislature  convened, — the  first  CJon- 
^ress  to  organize  in  the  new  marble  wings  of  the  capitol 
extension,  and  the  last  Congress  of  the  old  regime.  The 
curmed  attack  and  repulse  in  Virginia  at  the  national  ar- 
senal— the  fruit  of  Kansas  outrage,  in  fact,  even  more 
^lan  of  abolition  preaching — had  not  damaged  the  Repub- 

•  See  Stearns's  John  Brown  (with  Von  Hoist's  narrative)  passim;  and 
Sanborn,  Redpath,  and  Hay  and  Nicolay,  etc.,  commented  upon,  ih.  And 
mee  26  Century  Magazine,  411.  The  stirring  melody  to  the  famous  war- 
mongt  "  John  Brown's  hody  "  (first  sung  by  a  Massachusetts  regiment  on 
%iB  march  in  1861)  was  a  Methodist  tune,  familiar  a  short  time  previous 
Sn  religious  gatherings. 
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ItaiB  cause  iu  the  late  naUotial  elecUonis.     But  tbe  t 
tion.   North    and    South,    over    the   tragedy   and   its  latest 
incidents  J   showed    that    the   gulf    l>etween   Northern   and 
Southern    systems  of    self -government  was   wideoing  i 
mensely. 

Recent  acceBsioQfi  to  the  Senate  Bhowed  the  geographies 
bent  of  national  politics.  P  rom  Iowa,  Michigan,  ^'ew  Jer 
eey^  and  Rhode  Island  appeared  new  Republicans  in  Grim^ 
Bingham,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Anthony,  each  succeeding  a  De] 
ocrat.  Southern  Democrats,  on  the  other  Land,  of  ag| 
fiive  type  rejjlaced  partisans  more  moderate,  or  AmerioaQs' 
of  Jobn  Bell's  pattern,— among  them  PowcU,  of  Kentucky, 
Bragg,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Nicholson,  of  Tennessee. 
Of  the  new  Democrats  from  Texas,  now  that  Houston  had 
retired,  Wigfall,  a  blatant  disuaionist,  va&dG  aport  for  the 
galleries.  Republicans  gained  steadily  in  this  body,^ 
movements  in  California  and  Oregon  contributing  to  their 
further  advantage,— and  yet  they  were  far  behind  a  majority; 
for,  out  of  aixty-Bix  members,  thirty-eight  were  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic side,  and  two  were  ^  Southern  Americans.  Crit- 
tenden, that  noble  relic,  was  one  of  these  last,  the  party 
leaders  most  illustrious  being,  as  in  the  previous  term,  James 
A.  Bayard,  Mason,  Hunter,  Toombs,  Slidell,  Benjamin,  and 
Jefferson  Davis,  on  the  administration  side ;  Douglas,  whose 
attitude  was  peculiar;  and,  among  Republicans,  Hamlin, 
Fessenden,  Hale,  CoUamer,  Wilson  and  Wade,  with  Seward, 
whose  respite  of  foreign  travel  was  not  finished  until  the  new 
year  opened.  Sumner,  after  years  of  absence,  took  his  seat 
once  more  with  recruited  health. 

The  House  was  a  queer  composite,  with  new  mei>  in 
unusual  profusion.  Of  its  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
members,  the  Republicans  could  reckon  a  plurality,  but,  as 
long  foreseen,  they  could  not  organize  unaided.*  Among 
them  were  the  brothers  Washburn,  of  Illinois,  Maine,  and 

♦See  Tribune  Almanac,  whicli  thus  classifies:  Republicans,  113; 
Administration  Democrats,  93 ;  An ti-Lecompton  Democrats,  8;  Southern 
Americans,  23.  About  one  half  the  members  had  served  in  th-j  formec 
House,  and  the  other  half  was  made  up  of  new  men. 
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Wisconsin,  respectively ;  Colfax,  of  Indiana ;  Sherman,  of 
Ohio;    Dawes,  and  the  floweiy  BurliDgame,  of  Massachu- 
setts; Morrill,  of  Vermont;  Spinner  and  Fenton,  of  New 
York;    Grow  and  Covode,  of  ^Pennsylvania.      After  years 
of  ahsence  came  Tiiomas   Corwin,  too,  and  Thaddeus  Ste- 
vens;   and   William   Pennington,    an   ex-governor  of  New 
Jersey,  took  his  seat  for  the  first  time,  a  man  highly  re- 
8|>ected.     Charles  Francis  Adams  now  entered  the  national 
lists  a  giant,  and  among  other  new  Republicans   destined 
^or  distinction   were  Rice  and  Train,  of  the  same  Massa- 
oliasetts   delegation,    Windom,  of   Minnesota,  and   Roscoe 
Oonkling,  of  New  York.     Upon  the  Democratic  side  were 
dickies,  of  New  York,   whose  hands  were  dyed  with  the 
l^lood  of  a  domestic  tragedy ;  Cox  and  Pendleton,  of  Ohio ; 
English,  of  Indiana  ;  Georgia's  latest  imperious  Crawford ; 
l^arksdale  and  Lamar,  of  Mississippi ;  the  fiery  Keitt ;  and 
^allandigham,    who,   though   an    Ohio    man,    was  one  of 
slavery's  most  clinging  devotees.     Logan  and  McClemand, 
^t  the  Illinois  delegation,  the  former  a  novice  in  national 
Experience,  were  friends   of   Douglas ;    while   among   tem- 
perate men  of  a  still  more  independent  stripe  were  Hick- 
■**an,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Henry  Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland ; 
Gilmer  and  Vance,  of  North  Carolina;  and  Maynard  and 
fitheridge,    of   Tennessee.     Thus   constituted,    this  branch 
entered   at  once    upon   a  long  and   exciting  struggle    for 
Speaker;  John   Sherman,  of  Ohio,  who  had  won 
^ia  first  spurs  on   the  Kansas  investigating  com-   p^^. 
**^ittee,  polling   the  full  Republican   strength,  but    ber5- 
^ailing   to   attract   stray   independent  votes  or  topg^^ruaiyl. 
Sain  the  consent  of  the  Mouse,  as  Banks  had  done, 
^  a  plurality  choice.     Though  a  man  of  strict  probity,  Sher- 
'^^au  was  not  magnetic ;  and  the  fact  that  he,  with  others, 
^^\  indorsed  a  book   of  the  day,  the  "  Impending  Crisis," 
^^Mch    was    written    by    Helper,    of    North    Carolina,    to 
®*iovr  his  fellow-slaveholders  the  evil  of  their   system,  and 
•"^Commend   deportation,    as    Jefferson    and    Madison    had 
^*^ne,  was  bitterly  used    against   him.     Sherman  withdrew 
^^ Wilfully  from  the  struggle  on  the  30th  of  January,  after 
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a  oast  of  thirty-nine  ballots,  and  in  bariDony  with  a  p^ 
emoilB  transftrred  hid  whole  strctigtli  to  the  unoffendi 
Fetmiagtoii,  who  oa  the  forty-fourth  ballot  gained  a  mi 
Jofffty  by  the  change  of  a  siugle  American  vote  from  Ne 
Toric.  This  was  on  the  first  day  of  February;  and  it  wi 
a  aingohLr  circumstance  that  the  chief  dignity  of  Coagres- 
•boald  httve  goue  to  outi  who  entered  its  portals  for  tk. 
first  time,  with  national  and  Jcgislative  experiince  boU 
new  to  him.  But  amiability  and  non-committalism  woe 
now  the  cement  of  the  sections.  Pennington  waa  ret^peC^ 
foUy  treated  and  coached  along  in  his  duties ;  and,  I 
please  Tenusylvania  and  the  AnU*LecompU>n  deraocnK*^ 
Forney,  an  important  convert,  was  elected  clerk,  baric: 
well  filled  the  office  before.* 


i 


The   House   balloting;   bad   been  greatly   interrupted   t^»/ 
debates  which  made   Harper's   Kerry  the  passionate  them:  -^^ 

In  the   Senate^  also.  Mason,   of  Virginia^  broug  K  't  f 
December- the  subject  up  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  8e=»aB 
Jvme     ^^^^  ^y  *  resolution  of  inquiry,  which  passed  wl*1 

unanimous  consent.     Mason,  Davis,   Fitch,  CcXL^- 
mer,  and  Doolittlc  were  chosen  the  investigating  commit- 
tee; but  the  hope  entertaiued  by  many,  of    fastening  tbe 
responsibility  of   John   Brown's  raid   ui)Ou  the  leaders   ^ 
the    Republican    party,    was    wholly   disappointed.     Mc^et 
witnesses  who  were  summoned  gave  their  testimony  freelyt 
even  though  denying  the  committee's  riglit  to  compel  tbexo  t 
and   it  was  soon   seen  that   philanthropists   who  had  b^ 

*  Congressional  Globe.  In  the  contest  for  Speaker,  Sherman  b*^ 
generally  lacked  from  two  to  six  votes  of  a  majority,  while  the  Det/f^ 
crats  tried  to  unite  the  other  elements  upon  some  moderate  Southafi^ 
American,  such  as  Gilmer,  or  a  moderate  Democrat  like  Bocock.  Aft^ 
much  casting  about,  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  thirty-ninth  t«i»^ 
was  brought  within  three  votes  of  a  choice,  the  ballot  standing  113  ^ 
his  favor  against  106  for  Sherman.  This  caused  Sherman  to  withdi^^ 
his  name.  Pennington,  having  been  substituted,  led  Smith  on  two  ^ 
three  ballots,  and  the  latter  withdrew.  McClemand,  who  waa  the  1»^ 
candidate  of  the  Democrats,  received  85  votes  to  Penning:ton*8  116  ^'^ 
the  forty-fourth  and  last  ballot.  Briggs,  of  New  York,  changed  to  wmV 
the  117th  vote  requisite  for  Pennington's  majority. 
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d  Brown's  plans  had  been  deceiyed  concerning  their 
aracter.  Slavery's  crack-brained  avenger,  in  a  word, 
sn  cunning  enough  to  collect  money,  as  though  for 
se  of  free  Kansas,  and  if  he  had  confederates  they 
ew  and  inconspicuous.  This  o(Hiclusion  the  Sen- 
nmittee  unanimously  reached;  reporting  that  there 
3d  no  general  conspiracy,  but  that  John  Brown  re- 
ins plans  closely  to  himself,  even  after  he  had 
to  execute  them.*  Henceforth  in  Congress  and 
1  the  session,  men  of  both  sections  were  more  out- 
and  more  violent  upon  the  issue  of  slavery,  inflamed 
campaign  preparations  which  progressed  outside, 
was  much  Southern  threat  of  disunion  in  case  the 
icans  should  win  the  Presidential  election,  and  the 
e  of  Governor  Gist,  of  South  Carolina,  was  of  the 
>urport.  A  reckless  stoppage  of  the  wheels  was 
tive  with  some  Southern  representatives  for  hinder- 
choice  of  a  Speaker.  '^  Never  permit  the  Federal 
ment,"  urged  Toombs  in  the  Senate,  '^to  pass  into 
itorous  hands  of  the  Black  Republican  party ;  "  and 
1,  Barksdale,  and  others  of  the  House  pitched 
3S  in  the  same  strain.     Republican  members  in  re- 


^ressioDAl  Globe,  dSth  Congress,  1st  session.  The  majority  of 
nittee  thought  the  Massachusetts  Emigrant  Society,  which  fur- 
ifles,  culpable  in  not  inquiring  more  carefully  whether  Brown 
ithfnlly  of  the  use  he  meant  to  make  of  them,  but  the  minority 
icans)  dissented.  Giddings,  who  had  corresponded  with  Brown 
wrongs  in  Kansas,  denied  all  complicity  with  Harper's  Ferry. 
Giddings,  199.  John  A.  Andrew,  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  and  others 
similarly.  Senator  Wilson,  su.specting  some  mischievous  intent 
n's  part,  had  warned  friends  at  home  not  to  trust  him  with  weap- 
»rrit  Smith  was  so  much  agitated  by  reports  that  he  was  a  con- 
,  that  he  had  to  be  put  into  an  asylum.  He  denied  afterwards  all 
ge  of  Brown's  plans,  but  his  biographer  doubts  his  word, 
^ham's  Gerrit  Smith.  Frank  B.  Sanborn,  throuj^h  whose  hands 
the  money  passed  for  Brown's  enterprise,  tells  a  story  implicat- 
th.  Sanborn  was  arrested  in  Concord  as  a  witness,  and  would 
)n  brought  to  Washington  to  testify,  but  a  Massachusetts  judge 
a  his  liberty  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  One  refractory  witness, 
IS  Hyatt,  was  put  in  jail  by  the  Senate  committee,  but  released 
close  of  the  session. 
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tam-— OQnfide&t  that  plot^  of  negro  insurrection  could  no ' 
bebroug^it  to  tiieir  door— grew  defiaat  in  tbeir  tone  &nc 
demeMlor*  Soathcrn  speakers  could  not  easily  extort  fron 
^ttMHBi  any  oonfeflsioD  of  a  desire  to  uphold  the  iostitutioD 
Lmar,  in  Deoember^  arraigning  the  absent  Seward  as  ou^^ae 
who  looked  with  a  longing  eye  for  the  (lay  when  no  slavM»  o 
should  stand  ap<m   AriK^ican   soil,  thought  to   terrify  b-       a' 

reboking  aach  an  ''  atrocious  aentimeuL''     But  Farnsworth .^ 

irfniinois,  said,  instanth  and  ennicstly  :   '*God   grant  tha ? 

I,  too,  may  see  the  day  >rhen  the  foot  of  a  slave  will  no^vt 
rest  on  this  oontincnt/'  A  large  fraction  of  the  Hqud"  ^ 
afudanded  loudly ;  no  voice  on  the  Southern  side  was  he: 
io  femonstrate  **  treason ;  "  though  little  Bonham^  of  Sou 
C^urolina,  aqaeaked  out,  *' YouMl  never  see  it/'  * 


i 


With  Ixrawls  and  altercations  still  more  violent, — with  a 

hanh  anti-slaTery  speech  by  Lovejoy,  of  Iliinois,  brother  o^^f 
the  Alton  victim,   which  slavehohling   members  intcrruptc—     ^ 
by  menaces  of  violence,  and  shouts  of  ^^liar!''  and  **] 
jurer ! " — with  chaUenges  to  fight,  which  the  challenged 
baffled  by  a  choice  of  bowie-knives  as  the  weapons, — wit::^^h 
various  proposals  for  riveting  the  free  States  more  strongL— J^ 
to   their  constitutional    obligations, — with   ill-temper,    ba    -^ 
blood,  and  the  failure  of  useful  and  useless  legislation  alike===3i 
— the  present  long  session  is  one  towards  which  history  ( 
entertain  no  sentiment  but  the  wish  to  bury  it  in  oblivioc 
In  the  Senate,  Davis  brought  forward  his  slave  code  for  tb:^e 
territories,  whose  virus  was  soon  seen  working  in  the  pUu^^ 
form  of  the  Charleston  convention.     Douglas,  once  m<»e        a 
demagogue,  quickly  proposed  to  propitiate  the  South  by        > 
bill  with  arbitrary  features  for  protecting  States  against  ifl^- 
vasion.     This  he  prefaced  with  a  speech  which  spiked  Jok3"D 
Brown  as  a  specimen  Republican,  and  reiterated  in  the  (^^^ 
care-devil  way  that  slavery  was  a  matter  of  political  eoonomik^» 
to  go  where  the  people  wished  it  and  not  elsewhere.    1^  ^^ 
Douglas  did  not  make  the  fnends  he  had  hoped  for;  a^B^d 

*  Congressional  Globe ;  newspapers. 
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son  Davis  met  the  overture  by  styling  his  scheme  eon- 
uonsly  "  the  new  force  bill." 

rard,  who  had  returned  from  Europe,  appeared  in  his 
tomed  seat  in  January.  Southern  Democrats  gave  him 
eeting ;  but  he  presented  before  long  the  memorial  of 
ansas  legislature,  which  prayed  for  admission  as  a  State, 
icratic  managers  had  contrived  various  plans  for  stav- 
I  this  question,  until,  at  least,  the  Presidential  election 
ver;  and  Medary,  the  governor,  vetoed  meanwhile  a 
I  the  new  territorial  legislature  which  proposed  abolish- 
avery.  In  the  House  on  the  11th  of  April  a  bill  passed 
le  admission  of  long  suffering  Kansas,  under  the  Wy- 
te  Constitution,  by  a  majority  of  134  to  73,  but  the 
e  on  the  5th  of  June  laid  the  bill  aside.* 
use  and  Senate,  contrary  in  their  attitude  towards  the 
listration,  were  contrary  in  action.  The  popular  body, 
itently  opposed  to  barbarism's  ''  twin  relies,"  passed 
vain  its  own  bill  for  suppressing  polygamy  in  Utah, 
the  Pacific  raih-oad  and  tariff  were  postponed.  *'  Land 
iC  landless  "  had  been  a  Republican  motto,  favoring  the 
armer  who  settled  on  the  public  domain.  The  idea  was 
)plement  the  pre-emption  principle  by  giving  land  in 
quantity  to  the  actual  occupant  who  improved  the  soil, 
lominal  price  or  without  cost.  This  in  other  days  had 
a  Democratic  doctrine,  and  Benton  was  its  father ;  but 
he  slave  interest,  which  controlled  that  party,  opposed 
is,  because  it  gave  free  colonization  in  national  territo- 
he  advantage.  For  a  third  time,  and  by  majorities 
ily  increasing,  the  House  passed  in  March  a  bill  of  this 
f-  Andrew  Johnson,  of  the  Senate,  the  plebeian  South- 
who  favored  such  plans  against  the  great  body  of  his 
•n,  reported  a  substitute  bill  which  passed  the  Senate 
ay ;  J  the  House  would  not  concur ;  but,  after  a  long 
rence,  an  agreement  was  reached  which  the  two  Houses 

Qgressional  Globe. 

passed,  March  12,  by  115  to  65,  aU  the  nays  but  one  being  from 

itates. 

hnson's  sabstitute  passed,  May  10,  by  44  to  8. 
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accepted.*  But  now  came  a  veto  moBsage  from  the  ?r«i£- 
dent ;  aud  upon  the  argiuDcnt  coatained  in  it  that  CoDgreift 
had  no  power  to  give  away  the  pnbhc  lands,  Southern  S«m- 
tors  rallied,  and  the  measure  was  kiUed^t 

CoDgresB  did  nut  disperse   od  the  25th  of  June  before 
the  House  had  sent  a  broad    shaft  to  quiver  In  the  fiank    j 
of  the  Executive,     llie  Speaker  had  in  Mareh  appointed    | 
a  cominitteet  upon  the  motion  of  Co v ode,  of  Pennsyivamfl^    1 
to  investigate  abuses  which  were  alleged  against  the  Ph;sj* 
dent  and  those  of  bis  iiDJiiediate  circle.     This  coniinitt*e, 
with  Covode  himself   at  the   head,   proceeded   with  cloBtd 
doors  for   nearly   three    months   to  hold    high  inquisition* 
Their  object  was  not  nnpartisan,  and  they  listened  rea^y 
to  whatever  scandals,  real  or  imaginary,  disappointed  aj>pli-     i 
canta  or  decapitated  otHciais  might  bring  forward  who  chow    I 
to  make  a  clean  breast;    and  yet  amid  a  crude  mass  of  mi-     ', 
licioufl  matter,  unassorted  for  want  of  time,  there  werefacU    ^ 
disclosed  which  might  well  make  an  administration  trembJe.    1 
Twice  did  Buchanan  submit  to  the  House  his  solemn  pn^ttft    ^ 
against  an  investigation  so  limitless  in  its  scope  and^ide- 
rogatory  to  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  PresideDtisl 
office,  but  this  the  committee  took  as  a  sort  of  proclamatitJO 
that  the  Executive  power  vrould  be  used  to  shield  all  ^'to 
disobeyed  a  summons.     Abuses  were  shown  in  Kansas:  ^* 
letter  from  Buchanan's  own  peu,  whose  existence  had  be*^ 
denied,  which  made  to  Robert  J.  Walker  the  treacheroo* 
promise  that  the  Lecompton  constitution  would  be  sobipittfi^ 
to  the  people ;  the  subsidizing  of  public  presses  to  suppo^ 
that  bogus  instrument ;  the  tampering  with  doubtful  m^^ 
and  the  crushing  of  honest  men  who  could  not  be  seduo^* 
By  the  admission  of  the  late  public  printer,  otot  tfaU^ 
thousand  dollars  had  been  spent  by  him  to  help  carry  ^^ 
Lecompton  and  English  bills  through  the  preceding  C^^ 

*  Jane  19th  the  Senate  biU  was  accepted,  with  slight  amendmenli^  ^ 
very  large  majorities. 

t  The  President  returned  the  bill  to  the  Senate  June  23d.    It  faUe^J 
a  two-thirds  vote  over  the  veto  hy  28  to  18.     It  was  not  untU  Ma^ 
1862,  that  a  Repuhlican  Ck>ngres8  and  administration  enacted  the 
atead"  policy. 
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d  so  gross  were  the  disolosares  of  that  putrid  pool, 
micious  contribations  for  the  party  caase  had  to 
good  by  exorbitant  charges  against  the  govem- 
t  Senate  and  House,  friends  and  foes,  were  forced 
n  breaking  up  the  job-contract  system,  in  which 
ires  shared  as  partners,  and  gave  means  and  ma* 
the  government  for  doing  its  own  printing.*  Ex- 
lYoritism,  in  various  instances ;  Uie  suckling  of 
ligates ;  the  award  of  public  contracts  and  patron- 
reward  for  campaign  activity;  the  bleeding  of 
I  petty  subordinates  everywhere,  by  assessments 
'  salaries  to  help  carry  the  elections, — these  were 
!  unfragrant  exposures  of  the  Covode  committee, 
uced  its  evidence  witliout  formally  proposing  the 
ent  or  censure  of  any  one.f  Unfortunately  for 
»  his  postmaster  at  New  York  fled  a  defaulter  for 
isand  dollars  while  this  investigation  went  on.  It 
e  of  theft  and  low  political  morals  among  men  in 
>r,  perhaps,  with  their  own  base  ends  to  carry  out, 
isionists  unwilling  it' should  be  so.} 

)ns  of  hugger-mugger  and  jobbery  beclouded  more 
the  foreign  relations,  making  one  reason  for  non- 
iment,  in  connection  with  that  deeper  absorption 
die  interest  over  internal  matters  which  shut  out 
isues  from  the  horizon.  To  take  a  final  glance  at 
lations :  Slidell  had  begun  the  session  with  another 

isolation,  June  23,  1860. 

ise  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one,  near  the  cloee  of  the  session,  re- 

3cretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  partisan  award  of  "  live  oak  "  and 

contracts  and  patronage,  "  with  the  sanction  "  of  the  Presi- 
lanan,  in  defence,  explained  his  indorsement  of  letters  to  his 
ich  as  the  chief  charge  was  founded  apon,  as  a  mere  formal 
routine  business.    2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  259. 

Dlx,  leaving  the  calm  of  an  honorable  retreat,  accepted  the 
;  of  postmaster  of  New  York  to  fill  the  vacancy,  the  Senate 
lis  name  without  a  reference.  He  found  the  assessment  ez- 
1  the  salaries  of  subordinates  in  full  play,  among  other  abuses, 
K)k  to  break  it  up..  1  Dix's  Memoirs,  c.  8.  See,  further, 
BStigating  committee  report  (printed  as  a  bulky  volume), 
nt  is  defended  in  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  c.  12* 
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lunge  at  Cuba  ;  the  President's  message,  too,  had  given  en* 
CDuragiDg  words ;  but  the  eves  of  Congress  were  turad  ia 
other  direct  iocs.  With  more  energy,  because  the  Bchcnie 
was  more  practicable,  had  the  Executive  pressed  tbc  case  ■ 
against  IMextco.  Between  Miramon,  ttie  reactionist,  Jiod 
Juarez,  the  constitutional  President,  who  stood  for  popular 
rights,  that  unhappy  republic  was  distracted.  Rok^ri  M, 
McLaue,  whom  our  Executive  bad  conimisaioned  in  Uie  r^ 
cess/ went,  invested  with  discretionary  authority  to  rcftjg- 

nize  the  government  of  Juarez,  which  he  oxerci^wl 
April,     accordingly  at  Vera  Cruz.     Flattered  by  thediaplay 

of  credentials  from  a  neighboring  republic  so  |»ow- 
erfnl,  the  liberal  chieftain,  out  of  possession  of  hie  capiul 

and   the    national    archives,    gave    sancUou  to  a 
December  **  treaty  of  transit  nnd  commt^rce,"  which,  for  tli*^' 

payment  of   $4,000,000,    offered    a   transit  route 
across  Tehuantepec,  and  some  other  stated  advantages,  bni 
Jn  reality  appeared  a  bait  for  forcible  intei-veution,  and  the 
final  absorption  of  all  or  part  of  Mexico  into  the  Au:ieriiraii 
Union,     The  darker  design,  which  Juarez  still  baffled,  was 
shown  by  McLane's  confidential  instnictions  and  the  Pic&i- 
dent's  message  of  this  Congress,  while  negotiations  were  '^ 
suspense,  which  urged  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  ooi 
Executive  to  establish   military  posts  in  Sonora  and  C^^ 
huahua,  and  send  to  Mexico  a  military  force  sufficient  ^ 
obtain  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  fatore/'t 
If  we  did   not  interfere  to  dismember,  European   pow«^ 
would  do  so;  for  Mexico,  said  Buchanan,  is  "  a  wreck  op^** 
the  ocean,  drifting  about  as  she  is  impelled  by  different  f3^ 
tions."    The  McLane  treaty,  when  it  arrived,  was  submitt^^ 
18S0,     ^  ^^^  Senate,  but  neither  that  nor  the  conventl^ 
Juiaai724.QQ(«OQ)paDying  it  was  ever  approved.     Our  pul^M^ 
viewed  the  transaction  as  an   attempt  to  annex  more  P^^ 
ritory  by  stealth  for  slavery's  benefit.  J 

•  Supra,  p.  419. 

t  Message  of  December  19, 1859. 

X  See  various  Executive  messages  of  this  Congreas  on  the  8abj^>^^ 
Congressional  Olobe.    The  Senate  in  a  special  executiye  seasioQ  of  S''**^ 
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ihanan's  messages  of  this  Congress  show  him  itching, 
»yer,  to  get  a  footing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Central 
lea  and  the  isthmus,  under  cover  of  affording  protec- 
>  the  Panama  and  Nicaragua  transit  routes.  These 
t  routes  through  other  countries  were  flagrant  with 
e  jobbery,  and  government  was  well  rid  of  taking  fur- 
esponsibility  for  them.  Central  America,  moreover, 
eaching  to  a  better  plane  of  peace  and  prosperity, 
ir,  the  filibuster,  returned  in  the  summer  of  igeo, 
jar  to  renew  efforts  in  which  the  Knights  of  «^'*^•• 
olden  Circle  aided  him.  He  was  overtaken  and  sur- 
ed  by  a  superior  force,  not  far  from  TruxiDo,  on  the 
jras  coast ;  his  followers  were  sent  back  tOg^  ^^^^^ 
Qited  States,  while  he,  upon  a  summary  trial,da-October 
>ndemned  and  shot,  perishing  like  other  fill- 
's on  this  continent,  before  and  since,  even  those  of 
lineage. 

iiis  last  mournful  episode,  Great  Bntain's  co-operation 
be  traced, — ^her  influence,  in  junction  with  that  more 
ious  one  of  Louis  Mapoleon,  quietly  frustrating  all  our 
sive  schemes  of  manifest  destiny  in  the  lower  corner  of 
continent.  It  is  true,  however, — and  upon  this  the 
,nan  administration  may  plume  itself  to  the  utmost, — 
yielding  to  American  interpretation  of  the  Clayton-Bul- 
Baty  and  disquieting  threats  of  the  Monroe  doctrine, 
djusted  with  the  Central  American  States  the  compli- 
s  of  her  Mosquito  shore  protectorate,  and 
oned  all  pretensions  as  the  United  States 
esired.*     At  Puget's  Sound,  too,  on  the  Northwestern 

led  this  treaty  to  December,  when  later  disunion  movements  at 
ith  most  have  rendered  its  adoption  desperate.  In  2  Curtis's 
lan,  c.  10,  is  found  a  defence  of  the  proposed  treaty  without  a  very 
exposition  of  its  subtle  purpose.  Had  Buchanan's  course  been 
1,  it  is  argued,  the  evil  of  Maximilian  in  Mexico  would  have  been 
lied.  But  what  would  have  been  the  effect  upon  this  Union  of  a 
inder,  on  our  part,  from  Mexican  territory  ?  And  what  sounder 
was  taucrht  by  the  Maximilian  invasion  than  that  Mexicans  by 
ne  were  determined  to  maintain  their  country's  integrity  against 
ign  spoliation  ? 
•  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  c.  10. 
^OL.  V. — liO 
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f,  where  trouble  had  arii^n,  she  paciG«d  this  gtjvmi* 
mcDt  comteoualy**     But  the  evente  of  1«6I  sliowwl 
Dot  loug  after  tbnt  her  guvenim^nt  waa  buJleu  Jiud 
diBposed  to  exult  in  our  eoiDing  humiliation. 

Out  narrative  hastens  on^  absorbed  for  the  remaiuing  spK« 
here  with  the  record  of  internal  strife.  WhUe  Congress 
wnitjgled,  the  greiit  political  conventions  met  in  turn^  fliip- 
plying  torrents  of  talk  U>  that  body  by  way  of  dijvction  or 
comment.  Charli^ston,  rising  out  of  the  sea  from  her  low 
lagoon,  like  another  Venice,   was  the  seal  of  the  natu^nii 

iflfio,  Democratic  convention  wbich  assembled  on  the 
April-  23d  of  April ;  and  in  this  cradle  of  nui:itotii>Jit 
this  breeding- place  of  disunion  and  discontent^  thSe*  barov^of 
the  nineteenth-eentnry  doges  who  revered  do  «tiit4?enu»i  hut 
Calhoun,  the  gathering  feuds  of  the  Democratie  lofldcni 
reached  a  climax.  Every  State  in  the  Union  wa«  represented 
in  that  convention,  and  three  hnndred  and  three  delpgata 
equalled  the  full  number  of  the  electoral  college.  But  tie 
cotton  States  had  determiuetl  to  lord  it  over  the  restT  ami  to 
press  what  many  no  doubt  considered  an  uitimatum  ot  da- 
tional  allegiance.  The  schism  came  in  the  adoption  of  t 
platform.  Douglas  was  the  strongest  candidate  among  the 
delegates,  and  Northern  Democrats,  whose  cubic  capacity 
for  slavery  extension  was  nearly  exhausted,  preferred  him. 
But  the  fire-eaters  were  inexorable, — the  eloquent  Yanccj* 
who  was  among  the  delegates,  commanding  great  inflneDoe 
on  their  side.  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  presided; 
the  two-thirds  rule  for  a  nomination  was  carried ;  and  the 
balloting  was  postponed  to  the  platform.  A  bare  majori^ 
of  the  platform  committee  reported,  by  17  to  16,  the  ala^®* 
code  dogmas  which  Jefferson  Davis  had  propoanded  in  his 
Mississippi  speech, t  and  more  lately  in  the  Senate,  thtt 
neither  Congress  nor  a  territorial  legislature  could  impair  the 
right  of  holding  slaves  in  any  territory  of  the  United  State»» 

♦  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  605.    General  Scott  went  to  Oregon  to  lijwt  thii 
difficulty, 
t  Supra,  p.  426. 
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and  that  it  was  the  duty,  moreover,  of  Congress  and  the 
Federal  goveiimient  to  protect  that  right.     The  minority  or 
Douglas  platform  went  as  far  as  their  candidate  would  go, 
by  pledging  to  abide  by  whatever  the  Supreme  Court  might 
declare  upon  such  points.     This,  in  view  of  the  Dred  Scott 
case,  should  have  been  thought  abject  enough ;  and  both  re- 
ports reaffirmed  the  Cincinnati  platform,  called  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  Cuba,  and,  condemning  all  ^*  personal  liberty 
acts"    as   unconstitutional   and   revolutionary,   upheld   the 
faithful  execution  of   the  fugitive-slave  act.     ^y  a  _,,  «v 
nearly  a  sectional  division,  the  convention  substi-     ^ 
tuted  the  minority  for  the  majority  platform;*  whereupon 
the  Alabama  delegation  withdrew  from  the  convention,  and 
a  majority  of  the  delegates  from  Arkansas,  Florida,  Greorgia, 
Louisiana,  and  South  Carolina  retired  in  like  manner.     A 
week  having  been  thus  spent,  the  remainder  of  the 
convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Presidential 
candidate,  hampered  by  the  two-thirds  rule.    Douglas  far  out- 
distanced all  competitors;  but  fifty-seven  ballots  showing 
Qo  choice,  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  Baltimore  on 
the   18th  of  June.t     The  seceding  del^ates,  meeting  in  a 
separate  convention,  elected  James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware, 
their  chairman,  and,  after  adopting  the  majority  platform  of 
the  committee,  postponed  further  action  to  Richmond  and  the 
10th  of  June.     The  antipathy  of  the  cotton  leaders  to  Doug- 
las and  his  great  principle  was  by  this   time  unmistakable ; 
Prom  non-intervention,  which  had  superseded  the  prohibition 
by  Congress,  they  advanced  imi^eriously  to  intei-vention  on 
slavery's  side ;  and  in  the  first  important  comment  on  this 
Charleston  split,  both  Davis  and  his  colleague  avowed  in  the 
Senate  that  they  would  rather  see  the  Democratic  party  de- 
feated than  elect  an  advocate  of  "squatter  sovereignty." 
Hospitable    Baltimore,  the    City  of  national    monuments 

•  The  vote  was  166  to  138. 

t  The  whole  number  of  votes  after  the  Southern  secession  was  252. 
Douglas's  vote  being  152,  he  had  not  even  two  thirds  of  the  number  left, 
^nd  the  convention  had  required  202,  or  two  thirds  of  the  original  dele> 
sates. 


May  10. 
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imd  the  stuynqpttng^ed  banQer^  wcis  tho  place  of  all  others 
nilM^  wdlrlnred  slayehoklers  And  NoitlieruerB  might  fan  Xh* 
emben  of  fnlemal  harmuny*  And  la^re,  after  the  oldei 
fashkHlf  met  n  rk^spco table  ^'  coristitutionAl  uuiuv 
oonTentkm/*  witL  cMej^utt^s  from  both  sectioti»,  t* 
confer  as  brethren  and  gt^ntkmen,  and  avoid  Uie  forbidde:: 
Bubjeet.  Wai^ngton  Himt,  of  New  York^  was  tbe  cbair: 
^man*  John  Bellf  of  Tcnni.'&sf?e,  led  for  Pre^identml  notnin^ 
on  the  first  ballot,  and  wtLautiahimoii^ly  clio^t^n  oji  tlie  9ec<.>nd 
Edward  Everett,  by  acclamation,  was  sdrctod  as  bis  hsboc^ 
ate  on  the  ti(A:et.  The  platform  wo^  brief,  cliaTsu^terisUc 
and  by  no  means  inappropriate;  recognizing  ^' no  politico 
prindple  other  than  tbe  ConHtitiUi(^n  of  the  country,  tJLz 
nnion  of  the   States,   and   the  enforcement   of   the   Uws- 


11 


Sodi  delusive  generalities  might  have  lecalied  the  ship  ^==ja 
the  atonn  whose  passengei^  met  in  tlie  cabin  and  resolv^^^ 
**  that  it  is  fwr  weather;  "  yet  this  conservative  l>ody  w^j-^ 
its  candidates  proved  of  unqnostionable  l>ene(it  in  tbe  car  IHJ 
paign  which  followed, — and  in  the  South  more  especdall  Y< 
where  none  but  a  constitutional  union  movement,  intowhi^BHt^ 
had  melted  the  ephemeral  force  of  Native  Americanism,  cou— — Jd 
counteract  the  manifest  disunion  tendencies  of  the  blaM^k 
Democracy. 

To  Republicans,  and  tbe  hopeful  friends  of  national  e^  "• 
lightenment,  it  seemed  rank  cowardice  that  their  own  fello^^^''* 
citizens,  who  breatlied  a  liberal  atmosphere,  should  denoun  ce 
freedom  and  slavery  as  equally  deceptive  and  geographic^^^- 
The  Republican  Convention  met  May  16th  at  Chicago;  ai^^<^ 
a  place  more  in  contrast  with  the  Palmetto  city,  more  typicn^^^ 
of  another  civilization,  this  Union  could  not  have  funii8h€BS5^=<l' 
Charleston  was  aristocratic,  dogmatic,  disdainful  of  the  p^^^* 
beian  mass,  and  disposed  to  biocd  over  the  past;  Chica^^^^ 
was  prosaic,  and  like  its  rectangular  system  of  stie^^^^ 
splendidly  commonplace,  boastful  through  vanity  rather  th-^==**'* 
pride,  brimming  with  the  ostentations  hospitality  of  sudd-      ^" 

wealth  ;  yet  growing  upon  the  margins  which  remained  frc '™ 

its  mortgages  to  Eastern  capital,  so  as  to  seem  more  wealt^^-T^J 
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and  expansive  than  it  really  was.  This  lake  city  without  i^ 
past,  but  absorbed  in  the  present  and  future,  was  the  genuine 
product  of  free  settlemeut  aud  free  institutions;  the  wide- 
awake commercial  and  distributing  centre  of  the  great 
Northwest,  whose  foible  was  the  ambition  to  be  the  light  of 
tJie  world;  prolific,  and  figuring  its  population  so  rapidly 
SIS  to  be  already  near  the  point  of  taking  the  crown  from  the 
old  "queen  of  the  West," — for  Cincinnati,  from  her  border 
position  acquired  a  certaiu  constraint  and  conservatism  which 
lier  younger  sister  and  rival  never  owned. 

The  breezy  Northwest  had  been  the  first  originator  of 
freedom's  Republican  party ;  Illinois,  a  State  of  Jacksonian 
farmers  who  had  voted  constantly  the  Democratic  ticket, 
'was  important  to  win  over ;  and  Chicago  had  not  procured 
Zhe  proud  distinction  of  the  present  Republican  convention 
on  her  remote  slope  without  intending  to  drive  a  trade  and 
ooin  direct  advantage  out  of  free-handed  entertainment,  as 
'was  customary  with  her  citizens.  The  Republican  party  had 
"been  looking  about  anxiously  for  a  winning  candidate. 
IMade  up  of  such  incongruous  elements,  and  in  some  sense 
fortuitous  ones,  it  had  brought  together,  in  spite  of  great 
leaders  and  great  ideas,  a  host  of  small-fry  agitators  and 
fanatics,  men  whose  range  of  vision  was  fixed  upon  one  spot, 
or  who  had  no  range  of  vision  at  all.  Hypocrites  also  were 
in  plenty,  as  they  always  are  when  moral  reforms  are 
preached,  and  the  little  great,  "  fishing"  (to  apply  the  dis- 
dainful phrase  of  Everett)  "with  ever  freshly  baited  hook 
in  the  turbid  waters  of  ephemeral  popularity."  It  was 
scarcely  :i  step  from  these  regenerators  of  a  society  which 
gave  them  no  recognition  to  the  ranting  fanatics,  the  dis- 
(jiiioiiists,  and  the  foul  instigators  of  free  love,  passional 
sattraetion,  and  individual  sovereignty,  who  occupied  the 
i.iear  background.  Consei-vatism  in  all  things  was  still  the 
istrong  force  of  American  society,  and  the  name  of  radical 
%iras  thought  only  less  unendurable  than  that  of  abolitionist. 
"IThe  practical  concerns  of  the  country  were  constantly  brought 
map  against  mere  preachers ;  not  even  Republicans,  in  the 
xnass,  believed  seriously  that  the  Union  would  last  without  a 
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BlaveholdiDg  caste ;  and  it  was  no  wouder  that  those  again^^B 

krbose    headft    were    flung    the    ugly    ei>iUiets    of  '*  fret — 

Mom-dhrieker,"    '*  nigger- worship  per,"    ^'  woolly -boart ' 

p*Bluuk    RepuNican/^-'Or  nt    least   the    politicians    »rig 

them , — should  seek  for  better  ballast  by  winning  trtim  lunon^^^B^ 

their  Northern  fellow -citizens  as  roauy  as  poaaible  of  VUa^  ^^mi 

solid  and  rei^peotable  set  who  held  Ibe  social  keys  and  wen^ — e 

in  league  with  the  college- bred.  •     Amid  all  theae  efforts  for  ^^^yr 

cbaoging  and  broadening  the  scope  of  the  new  Anti-Nebrask;^  ^ 

■party, — this  spreading  of  the  net  to  catch  consei-vativeg,  ■ 

Sir  bile  othersi  again,  had  a  hyper-devotion  for  the  negro  cans*    pi  iC  ' 

fwhich  betokened  iaaineerity, — many  of  the  beet  ll^publicmi  .^  i* 

doubted  seriously  that  the  anti-slovery  men  had  either  lh>  .^tue 

^ faith  or  the  sagacity  to  make  a  President.     There  were  notW"  ^t, 

■they  thought^  enough  anti-slavery  men  who  were  honest  ^^*t; 

while  as  for  the  impracticablct^,  the  rabid  abolltionisU,  sJar-^^^r- 

ery  bad  not  another  body  of  servitors  half  so  usefnl  an*  ^ml 

fcefficicnt-t  J 

The  Republicans  had  been  hoping  since  1856  to  oonqott^^^f 
ia  1860.  Though  the  Democratic  schism  was  a  godsend  JKsd 
to'  them,  yet  the  charge  of  sectionalism  was  a  heavy  load  t-f^^^ 
carry.  The  ideal  candidate  would  have  been  from  one  oac=^it>f 
the  slave  States,  but  there  was  no  one  with  weight  of  characte---^  ^^ 
sufficient.  Edward  Bates,  of  Missouri,  a  former  Whig,  cam  ^c^^ 
nearest  to  this  description,  but  he  was  better  fitted  to  couds^^*"^^ 
than  direct  Seward  was,  by  all  odds,  the  foremost  mar-^"^" 
in  the  party ;  as  governor  and  senator  of  the  greatest  Stat^i^  -^ 
in  the  Union,  he  had  born  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  cauii  J  *  "^ 
long  before  public  sympathy  came  to  his  side.  Chase,  Wfc  ^^^ 
worthiest  competitor,  conceded  to  him  the  merit  of  saperioi^  ^^^' 
ity.  But  years  and  increasing  party  success  had  raised  vr  -^c:-«iP 
rivals  to  Seward,  while  he  had  been  the  target  of  all  partr.i.'  "^J 


*  WhUe  Banks  was  govemor  of  Massachusetts  the  old  Hancock  i 
on  Beacon  hill,  near  the  State  House,  was  offered  for  sale.  When  i 
proposal  was  made  in  the  le^slature  to  purchase  this  historical  buildirrJ^cuDg 
as  an  Executive  residence,  a  Democrat  wittily  observed  that  the  Repnr^^^^ 
licans  were  "  trying  to  get  into  good  society." 

t  See  Horace  Greeley's  letter  in  2  Thurlow  Weed's  Life,  26& 
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3;  and  prophet  though  he  was,  his  ^^irrepressible  con* 
; "  made  men  afraid  of  defeat  ander  him  as  a  standard- 
rer.  WhUe  the  sagacious  had  thus  looked  about,  Illinois 
mblicans  had  pushed  their  peculiar  candidate  in  such  a 
r  that  should  Seward,  the  natural  nominee  for  Presi- 
t,  fail  of  success,  he  would  forestall  all  others.  And 
jly,  in  the  candidacy  of  "  honest  Abe  Lincoln,"  there 

something  which  announced  him  as,  almost  providen- 
[y,  the  man  for  the  times.     His  Whig  antecedents,  and 

whole  cast  and  habits,  indulged  the  idea  of  conserva- 
1;  locality  was  in  his  favor,  could  disappointed  rivals 
n  the  greater  States  take  up  the  march  under  him ;  if 

a  slaveholder,  the  whole  record  of  his  life  and  early 
iggles  exemplified  the  happy  transfer  from  slave  to  free 
itutions ;  while  his  unique  and  striking  personality,  his 
ipathetic  qualities,  his  raciness,  and  the  homely  honesty 

steadfast  moral  puipose  which  lit  up  his  whole  charac- 

were  sure  to  impress  the  people  in  his  favor.  And  withal, 
coin's  long  absence  from  public  service  favored  the  un- 
uaiiitance  for  which  many  an  ambitious  man  would  gladly 
hange  that  dangerous  talisman,  a  public  record.  And 
Uy,  there  was  something  like  poetic  justice  in  putting  for- 
d  the  man  who  had  won  over  Douglas  a  moral  victory  to 
ose  him  again  on  a  fairer  field.  Lincoln  had  been  strong 
ugh  in  the  convention  of  1856  to  poll  a  respectable  vote 
iTice-  President ;  but  he  was  now  immeasurably  stronger, 
iigh  far  from  being  appreciated  beyond  his  immediate  en- 
mment,  in  his  consummate  tact  and  the  subtler  qualities 
lis  statesmanship. 

lo  eflPorts  had  been  spared  by  Lincoln's  personal  friends 
brce  him  to  the  front.  In  the  Illinois  Republican  State 
vention  in  May,  1859,  he  was  brought  into  the 

in  a  dramatic  manner,  simultaneously  with  two 

fence  rails  he  had  once  mauled,  as  "  the  rail-splitter 
didate  for  the  Presidency."  *  In  February,  1860,  heralded 
his  Western  renown,  and  before  as  celebrated  an  au- 

•  HoUand'8  Lincoln,  198. 
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af  tiie 
events  proved, 


Wehrter  could  ever  have  iitldrt^saetl,  he  spoke 
hj  isidtatioil  il  Cooper  Justitutc,  &&  the  juaior  Frank 
Blair  and  Caaslos  M.  Clay  bad  done  at  eariter  meetiiigSr 
and  carried  kis  tearers  hy  as  logical  unU  coDVJEicmg  a  pre- 
aeotment  ot  the  histoi  icul  coae  for  slavery  proliibitioa  in 
tbe  territories  as  was  ever  uttert^^l.  He  wont  luto  ndjacf^at 
States,  and  remained  long  enough  iu  this  Atlantic  ricinitr  ^~' 
to  aid  tiie  cause  and  make  himself  felt.  And  now,  when 
the  memoraiUe  Oiieago  convention  met  on  the  16th  of  May, 
l^(Kfi  organized  by  tlie  choice  of  tiie  faitiiful  U^llma 
)Cay]6-18«ag  temporary  chairmanT  and  George  Ashniun,  o^^tr! 
Massaehosetts,  a  fnend  of  Daniel  Webster,  uncoiToded  hy^-^S 

false  opiiservatism,  as  tlie  permanent  one,  and  adopted  unani -«' 

moosly  a  series  of  resolutions  which,  with  others  of  Whi^^^^g 
and  paternal  tendency,  proclaimed  freedom  as  the  nonnat  ^^iJ^l 
condition  of  the  whole  national  territory^  the  dele^atiouj^^ -«^ 
free  States  gave  the  country  a  surprise  and,  as^s^-^is 
an  inspii'atiou »  A  '*  wigwam/'  expressl^^^  *J 
erected  and  dedicated  for  the  occasion,  decorated  with  flags  ,^^t 
evergreens,  and  buntings^  held  the  thousand  RcpublicaL^  ^«ui 
delegates  on  the  platform,  while  vaat  galleries,  ami  ai^ -»a 
open  space  which  held  ten  times  as  many,  were  filled 
spectators  whose  applause  and  interruptions  were  mag-~ 
netic.  The  voting  commenced  after  the  names  of  candi. 
dates  had  been  presented,  and  on  the  first  ballot  SewartP*'  -""d 
led  as  expected ;  but  Lincoln,  whose  name  the  crowd  hac^"^^^ 
cheered  uproariously,  stood  second,  with  Cameron,  Cliase^^a^^i 
and  Bates  behind.  The  second  ballot  showed  an  under-^^^*"" 
standing  with  the  Pennsylvania  delegates,  by  whi^h  theLfc^^^ 
candidate,  Cameron,  was  dropped,  and  their  votes  wen*^^^^^^ 
transferred  to  Lincoln,  who  soared  to  the  side  of  Seward^^*^' 
with  scarce  three  votes  behind.  The  votes  of  Ohio  an^^^^^ 
of  Chase's  friends,  on  the  third  ballot,  with  help  froii^^™ 
Massachusetts,  earned  Lincoln  beyond  to  a  majority ;  ani^'^c^"^ 
as  State  after  State  changed  its  ballot,  the  whole  hall  ros^^^*® 
in  commotion,  while  messengers  on  the  roof  conveyed  Ih^  ■  ne 
news  to  the  multitude  outside.  Amid  the  roar  of  cannos^^^^i*" 
and  the  cheers  of  ten  thousand  within  and  twenty  thou^s'  ^n- 
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iiaud  without  the  hall,  a  paiutiug  of  the  successful  caucli- 
date  was  brought  in  from  outside.  Hannibal  Hamlin,  of 
Maine,  was  nominated  for  Vice-President  on  a  second 
ballot,  and  the  Republican  ticket  was  complete.* 

When  the  Democratic  convention  met  at  Baltimore, 
pursuant  to  its  adjournment,  a  conflict  arose  over 
1;he  question  of  admitting  original  delegates  who 
liad  seceded  at  Charleston,  or  others  who  had  since  been 
ohosen  in  their  place.  Upon  this  issue  many  delegates 
^vritlidrew,  including  Gushing,  the  chairman.  Those  who 
x^mained  proceeded  to  complete  the  nomination  of  Douglas 
:f  or  President,  according  to  party  usages.  Benjamin  Fitz- 
X^atrick,  of  Alabama,  was  selected  for  the  second  place,  but 
<5leclined  after  the  adjournment,  and  a  committee  substituted 
SEerschel  V.  Johnson  of  Georgia.  The  seceding  delegates 
cfct  Baltimore,  with  Gushing  in  the  chair,  organized  a  separate 
csonvention,  and  after  adopting  the  slaveholders'  platform 
cliscarded  at  Charleston,  chose  as  tlieir  standard-bearers  John 
C  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky  (the  present  Vice-President) , 
c^nd  Joseph  Lane,  of  Oregon.  Meantime  a  South- 
^rn  convention,  which  had  met  at  Richmond  and  ad- 
;Soamed  to  await  the  action  at  Baltimore,  reassembled  on  the 
S6th  of  the  month  and  ratified  unanimously  the  choice  of 
Sreckinridge  and  Lane.f  Party  disruption  among  the 
X>einocrats  was  final  and  irrevocable  for  the  present  epoch. 

The  Presidential  campaign  of   1860  ought  never  to  be 
forgotten.     The  events  to  which  it  unexpectedly  led  leave 


♦  See  newspapers ;  2  Weed's  Memoirs,  c.  22.  Weed,  who  engineeied 
JBeward's  candidacy,  felt  chagrin,  as  did  Seward,  at  the  practical  defeo- 
"mion  of  Greeley,  who,  being  present  as  a  delegate  to  represent  Oregon, 
^«ook  the  atmoHt.  pains  to  )>ersuade  other  State  delegations  that  Seward 
^xmld  not  be  elected  if  nominated.  A  private  letter  was  soon  after 
^iHOUght  to  light  which  plactnl  CIreeley  in  an  unpleasant  attitude ;  but  he 
'MkMt  insisted  that  his  motives  were  honorable  and  for  the  best  welfare  of 
^l8  party.  Lincoln's  final  vote  was  35t  out  of  466.  The  New  York 
delegation  did  not  change  their  vote  from  Seward,  but  one  of  the  number 
:xiioyed  to  make  Lincoln's  majority  unanimous.    See  Final  Notes. 

t  Newspapers. 
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it  of  the  moat  signal  consequeQC^  in   hiatory;  aod  yet  fe^ 

Msky-     national  contests  were  ever  fought  wheiv   the  ili*^ 
Novemlwr.(^iiag[,^ji  was  more  temperate  and  wheiv  eDthui^iasr^^ 

ran  less  to  folly*     Little  or  no  idolatry  of  personal   caudi .- 

dates  was  observable.  Tbere  vafl  no  Clay,  no  Jtickaon,  n^—  v> 
Tippecanoe,  to  f urnitjb  hurrah  points ;  but  on  all  bauds  th^ 
effort  appeared  to  be  to  impress  the  great  m^^&A  of  duubt 
ful  voters  by  tlie  force  of  argumeut.  RepubHcaiis  argue 
soberly  that  the  time  hatl  come  for  men  to  take  couragecm 
stand  upon  moral  priaciple,  be  the  conseqnenecs  what  the^  -^y 
might.  Theii'  opponents  strove,  as  Amerioa's  g^reatest  urm^^A- 
tors  had  striven  before,  to  inculcate  the  nect^et^ity  of  cut^^  ^m- 
Cession  and  fraternal  harmony.     The  precise  tenor  of  df^  m-^ 

cushion  in  the  sJave  States  during  these  months  Ujis  not  bee     d 

carefully  noted^  for  Nortlicrn  speakers  made  little  t'irt^uit  tj^^n^mt 
that  inhospitable  region;  but  the  most  fiery  of  Soutbei — ^mn 
orators  took  heed  to  restrain  their  tongues,  »o  as  to  aiQi^t  ill 
offending  the  North,  for  it  was  felt  throughout  the  laud  thr^^  ^t 
the  decisive  battles  of  the  campaign  must  be  fought  out  Wt:  in 
the  free-labor  States.  In  their  letters  of  acceptance,  all  (If  ^"* 
four  candidates  for  the  Presidency,  however  they  migt^Vht 
differ  on  other  points,  concurred  in  expressing  a  determini^B-  &* 
tion  to  uphold  the  Union  and  Constitution  as  inviolable^^^^ ; 
though  Breckinridge,  it  was  obsei-ved,  pledged  bis  faith  K^  ^ 
an  equivocal  manner,  proclaiming  '^  the  O>nstitation  ao^c^d 
the  equality  of  the  States "  as  emblems  alike  of  nations  j^^ 
permanence. 

The  Republican  party  was  in  splendid  condition  to  pro^^-^^^ 
by  the  schism  of  the  Democrats.  Without  mingling  in  tte^-^® 
fray,  Lincoln  calmly  took  the  place  of  honor  assigned  9^  ^ 
him,  and  day  by  day  increased  the  confidence  that  his  non^i:^'™* 
ination  was  the  right  one.  Citizens  of  Illinois  had  not  sur  m^M^^' 
fered  the  Chicago  convention  to  disperse  in  ill  humor,  bi^''^^^^* 
prevailed  upon  as  many  as  possible  of  the  Eastern  delegat<^^^^^ 
to  whom  the  candidate  was  a  stranger,  to  go  down  to  Spring  ^mg- 
field  under  their  own  escort,  and  pay  "  honest  Abe"  a  visi-^  .^it 
In  a  plain  two-story  frame  house,  adorned  with  shrubbery"  -^»J> 
and  occupying  a  quiet  part  of  the  town,  Lincoln  receiv^^  ^^ 
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his  distiuguished  guests  with  au  easy  self-possessiou  quite 
different  from  what  his  fame  as  flat-boatmaQ  and  rail-splitter 
liad  led  them  to  expect;  a  man  over  six  feet  high,  who 
coald  be  looked  up  to  in  a  land  where  all  were  thought 
^*  little  giants."  With  the  shrewd  caution  so  characteristic 
of  him  as  a  politician,  he  avoided  political  remarks  at  this 
gathering  when  a  committee  officially  announced  his  nomina- 
tdon,  but  promised  to  consider  the  resolutions  of  the  conven- 
taon  and  respond  in  writing ;  and  his  letter  of  acceptance, 
^which  followed  in  due  time,  clearly  and  compactly  put  in 
t;hree  full  sentences — the  shortest  letter  from  any  one  of  tlie 
csandidates — approved  the  convention  platform  in  every  re- 
spect. This  was  no  time,  of  course,  for  making  proselytes 
ui  the  slave  States ;  a  Republican  convention  held  at  Bal- 
't;iinore  in  April,  over  which  Montgomery  Blair  presided,  had 
l3een  mobbed  and  broken  up ;  *  nor  could  even  Southern 
xnen  like  the  Blairs  give  the  party  a  decent  footing  within 
^he  slave  borders.  But  throughout  tlie  free  States,  and 
^wherever  the  Republican  banner  was  flung  to  the  breeze, 
XLancoln's  quiet  influence  was  felt,  strengthening  and  consol- 
m<^ating  his  followers.  Disappointed  aspirants  were  soothed 
^uid  reassured  by  his  solicitude.  Seward,  with  a  calm  phi- 
losophy which  the  godlike  Webster  had  failed  to  exemplify, 
put  defeated  aspirations  aside  and  in  a  few  weeks  was  seen 
stumping  the  States  Kast  and  West  on  Lincoln's  behalf.f 
l^arty  managers  at  flrst  dejected  soon  worked  for  the  candi- 
date with  a  will.  J  Edward  Bates,  of  Missouri,  was  one  of 
^be  eariiest  to  indorse  the  nomination.  Cameron  lent  his 
band  in  Pennsylvania  to  admirable  arrangements  for  carry- 
Hug  that  State  over  to  the  cause. 

The  Republicans  had  some  excellent  popular  orators, — 

•  2  Sewaid's  Life,  c.  49. 

tib. 

I  Thurlow  Weed  was  induced  by  two  of  Lincohi's  personal  friends  to 
^inkke  an  express  visit  to  SpringBeld  to  talk  over  the  political  prospects. 
-*^©  found  Lincoln  so  practical  and  sagacious,  with  such  intuitive  knowl- 
^^^ge  of  human  nature  and  of  the  virtues  and  infirmities  of  politicians, 
"fcliat  he  returned  to  New  York  his  hearty  supporter.    1  Weed's  Memoirs, 
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Fewoideilv  Halei  Wilsmit  Sewnrd,  Chase,  Trumbull,  Adam^^ 
Bnrlingaine,  Corwin,  SliermaLi,  Stoveas,  aud  Caleb  3^  ^ 
Sndthi  MDOng  ttioee  who  now  or  formerly  figured  in  Com.^- 
greas;  and  not  the  lea&t  among  such  as  bod  mi  politic  £3^ 
aateoedeiits  was  Cad  Sdiurz,  &  young  foreigner  who  epob^e 
good  Ei^^h,  bat  wboae  special  aptittide  for  tbi^  can^zzi- 
paign  was  in  addressing  Gennau  audiences  in  their  o^^ — u 
tOQgoe.*  Young  meiit  and  the  Germans  of  the  Mldii.  .~le 
and  Weston  States,  caught  quickly  the  true  spirit  of  m^e 
campaign.     Great  was  tbc  demand  for  the  joint  debates  ^^f 

^'Douglas  and  Lincoln"  in  18.58;  and  RepublicMu  manage rs 

dreulated  the  pamphlet  conBdently  for  their  eauf^e  withotjt i 

word  of  comment.  The  folly  of  '* wigwams"  rind  ''ra^_il- 
splitters'  battalions''  with  which  the  eampatgn  opened,  a» 

though  to  idolize  the  earlier  achievements  of  a  candidate  ^  Uo 
had  risen  superior  to  opportunities,  merged  presently  into  t"  ■  Jifl 
more  appropriate  earnestness  of  *^  wide-awake  clubs/'  wbL...-^cli 
marched  in  nightly  procession,  bearing  aloft  their  latire^=^jni 
torches,  and  wearing  caps  and  capes  of  glazed  or  enamdl^Bi^ 
cloth  of  some  chosen  color,  such  as  buff,  white,  black,  or 
yellow.     A  Zouave  drill  which  had  been  lately  exhibited  ^ 

our  cities  was  imitated  in  the  club  manceuvres ;  and  a  pec*"  '^' 
iar  staccato  cheer,  also  resembling  that  of  the  Zouav^^*** 
which  was  sharp  and  short,  like  the  bark  of  a  dog,  supplant:::^^^^ 
the  prolonged  "hurrah"  of  former  days.  An  adaptati  on 
of  "  Dixie  "  (the  last  of  the  famous  negro  melodies  of  tr::^® 
present  era)  was  the  favorite  campaign  song.  '*  Free  speeciiii::^^"' 
free  men,  free  homes,  free  territory,"  made  the  chief  the: 
of  the  Republican  transparencies.  And  while  mauls 
axes  were  frequently  carried  with  the  torches,  and  the  vul 
humor  of  a  flat-boat  and  rail-splitting  candidate  was  alio 

•  Eminent  Northern  clergymen,  like  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  spoke 
sympathy  with  the  Repuhlican  cause ;  as  also  did  Oeorge  William  C  _ 
tis  and  others  identified  more  closely  with  literature.  The  eloqnencee^^*  ** 
Wendell  Phillips,  which  would  have  been  so  hecomiug  at  this  time,  i^^^^^ 
unfortunately  wanting.     Finding  a  fugitive-slave  clause  In  the  bill  ^ 


emancipation  in  the  District  of  Columbia  which  Lincoln  had  introdi —         _  „ 
into  Congress  in  1849,  he  attacked  the  latter  fiercely  in  the  "  Liberat<i^=^' 
as  ''  the  slave  hound  of  Illinois." 
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some  scope,  the  real  enthusiasm  of  the  canvass  was  that  of 
a  high  moral  purpose,  conducted  under  an  honest,  intelligent, 
and  self-educated  leader,  who  had  risen  from  poverty  by 
sheer  force  of  character  to  the  station  for  which  he  was  fitted 
under  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions.  This  was  true 
democracy ;  and  no  man,  so  truly  a  democrat  with  reference 
to  all  races  and  conditions  of  mankind  as  Abraham  Lincoln, 
bad  ever  before  been  proposed  for  President. 

Toung  patricians  of  the  Bell-Everett  party  flung  out  flags 
and  ran  up  and  down  to  the  tinkling  of  a  bell.  These  were 
tiheir  devices  to  attract  popular  attention.  Able  and  con- 
servative speakers  of  this  party  deplored  the  sectional  ten- 
dencies of  the  times,  and  pleaded  for  fraternity.  Sam 
Houston  harped  on  the  same  string;  and  some  Northern 
|>oliticians  put  him  up  as  an  independent  candidate  for  the 
Presidency ;  but  the  movement  developed  no  strength,  and 
the  Texan  governor  was  soon  forced  to  withdraw,  leaving 
the  field  to  the  other  four  competitors. 

As  between  Douglas  and  Breckinridge,  every  good  sup- 
porter of  the  administration  had  to  choose  for  himself. 
President  Buchanan  in  a  public  speech  announced  that  there 
bad  been  no  regular  nomination  of  the  party,  and  that,  there- 
fore, any  Democrat  might  vote  consistently  for  the  one  or 
the  other.  Nevertheless,  the  whole  infiuence  of  his  admin- 
istration was  thrown  in  favor  of  Breckinridge,  who,  though 
Qot  great,  was  esteemed  a  man  of  honor  and  sincere  utter- 
Buices.  Douglas,  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  set  a  new 
example  to  Presidential  candidates  by  taking  the  stump,  and 
in  his  combative  fashion  accosting  the  voters  face  to  face. 
A.f  ter  a  northern  tour,  he  proceeded  to  Virginia  and  North  Car- 
:>llna,  and  then  journeyed  AVest.  His  role  was  a  difldcult  one. 
He  bemoaned  slavery  agitation,  and  yet  he  had  done  most  to 
i.rouse  it ;  he  maintained  his  specious  principle  of  non-intei^ 
■rention  by  Congress  with  slaver}^  in  the  teiTitories,  and  yet 
•liat  pnnciple  was  already  a  failure.  The  necessities  of  his 
^ause  forced  him  to  maintain  that  the  nominations  of  both  Lin- 
coln and  Breckinridge,  and  the  principles  on  which  they  were 
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supported,  were  sectional  alike,  and  hostile  to  the  perpetiziYj 
of  the  Union.  But,  to  do  Douglas  justice,  he  planted  hitnself 
firmly  upon  loyal  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  ; 
and  when  asked,  at  a  Virginia  gathering,  whether  the  elecdan 
of  the  Republican  candidate  would  afford  a  just  cause  for 
the  secession  of  the  slave  States,  declared  that  it  would 
not.* 

This  same  question,  no  doubt,  rose  to  the  lips  of  maoy 
honest  Southerners,  who  pondered  anxiously  over  the 
present  situation.  Breckinridge  himself  wrote,  no  doubt 
sincerely,  of  his  personal  attachment  to  the  Union;  bat, 
like  thousands  of  his  followers,  he  could  not  comprehend 
the  disunion  influences  which  bore  him  onward,  nor  his  own 
moral  inability  to  resist  them  successfully.  This  campaign 
was  initiated  with  no  great  zeal  and  acrimony.  Not  even 
the  Kansas,  the  territorial  issue,  presented  aspects  so  excitr 
ing  as  in  1856  ;  but  the  more  the  moral  courage  grew  au<l 
displayed  its  strength  in  the  free  section,  the  more  did  ili« 
spirit  of  the  slave  States  rebel  at  the  humiliation  in  prospect 
for  them.  The  situation,  indeeil,  as  between  two  contradic- 
tory labor  systems,  was  that  of  an  ^'irrepressible  conflict  « 
and  in  the  philosophy  of  that  situation  lies  the  best  apolo^^ 
for  the  events  wliich  followed,  the  medicine  for  future  re^^* 
onciliation. 

In  alarm   at  the  favoring  prospect  of  the  Republican^'' 
various  propositions  were  broached  for  the  fusion  of  the?^^^ 
adversaries  in  Northern  States,  so  as  to  carry  the  elector^^ 
colleges  in   any  event,  agreeably  to  the  scope  of  discretic^  ^^ 
which  the  Constitution  literally  confers.     Fusion   was  a^-*^ 
complished  in  a  measure  in  New  York  State,  where  election  ^^ 
results  were  of  the  greatest  consequence,   and  also  in  Ne^^^^ 
Jersey ;  but  it  was  found  easier,  practically,  to  unite  thn 
the  supporters  of  Bell  and  Douglas  than  to  fuse  the  two 
tions  of  the  Democracy. 

The  spring  elections  this  year  had  given  to  each  nation 

*  This  was  at  Norfolk,  Virginia;  ami  at  a  great  barbecue  near  N^ 
York  city,  afterwards,  Douglas  reiterated  this  sentiment. 
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party   about  the  usual   encouragement.      Groodwin,  a  Re* 
publican,  was  chosen  governor  of  New  Hampshire,   March, 
much  to  the  chagiin  of  ex-President  Pierce,  who  had    April, 
lately  returned  from   abroad,  more  Southern  in  his  sympa- 
thies than  ever.*     Connecticut,  agaiust  desperate  obstacles, 
yielded  a  Republican  victory,  and  shook  off  Toucey  forever ; 
while  Rhode  Island,  on  the  other  hand,  chose  for  governor 
the  popular  William  Sprague,  who  hod  more  than  the  nominal 
Democracy  behind  him.     The  August  elections  in 
several  Southern  States  resulted  encouragingly  to 
the  friends  of  Bell  and  Everett.     Vermont  and  Maine,  in 
September,  adhered,  as  expected,  to  the  Republi- 
can cause.     It  was  the  October  elections  in  Ohio,®^^^|j5^''» 
Indiana,    and    Pennsylvania,    that   forecast    most 
clearly  the  issue  of  the  national  struggle.     Ohio's  less  im- 
portant contest  was  over  inferior  officers ;  but  in  Indiana 
Henry  8.  Lane,  the  Republican  candidate  for  goveruor,  de- 
feated Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  his  opponent;  while  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Andrew  G.  Curtin,  a  man  of  splendid  promise,  was 
borne  into  the  Executive  chair  by  32,000  majority.     Each 
of  these  latter  States  cltose  a  legislature  Republican  in  both 
brandies.       Pennsylvania  and    Indiana,    doubtful    States 
hitherto,  clasped  hands  across  Ohio  for  Republican  princi- 
ples. 

These  October  elections  clearly  foreshadowed  the  choice 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  November.  In  New  York  the  Re- 
publicans had  renominated  Edwin  D.  Morgan,  an  excellent 
governor,  against  divers  other  candidates,  and  headed  their 
electoral  ticket  with  the  name  of  William  CuUen 
Bryant.  Lincoln's  candidacy  now  grew  every  day 
stronger  at  the  North,  as  the  6th  of  November  approached. 
The  polls  closed  by  sunset  of  that  day,  and  by  midnight 
votes  had  been  counted,  and  telegraphic  news  received  from 

*  See  Pierce's  letter  of  January  G,  1860,  to  Jefferson  Davis  (quoted  in 
Appleton's  Cyclopaedia  of  Biography,  **  Pierce  ").  which  foolishly  pre- 
dicts that,  in  case  of  Southern  disruption  of  the  Union,  there  will  be  in- 
ternecine war  in  Northern  States.  The  ex- President  came  out  in  favor  of 
BreckinridgOi  disdaining  Douglas,  after  the  Democratic  conyention. 
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Nortbern  States  sufficient  to  make  po&itive  thereeulU. 
publicans  bad  jUBt  cauec  for  elntion.     AH  tbe  electoral  vc^- 
of  the   free   States  were    theirs,  with  a  niajority  from   >S 
Jei^ey,  au>.l,  as  turnetJ  out  unex|>ecieilly,  Uie   votes  vf     ^«liii 
two  Pacific  States,  Odifoniiu  and  Oi-egou,  with   ^bjeh  t^zier 
had  lueaBt  to  lUspeubc,      Although  the  footings  of  sc»^Ji>e 
States  were  quite  close,  Lhic^ohi  and   Hanilm  were  cht> 
by  a  uiajonty  of  180  out  of  30^  electond  votes,  1^:2  \>^  iog 
all  that  their  majority  required.* 

riuralities  had  by  this  time  come  to  determine  the  eJ*<^ 
tions  in  most  of  tbe  States^  and  Presidential  electors  w*«re 
chosen   by  a  popular  vote   in  every  State  but  South  C^i^ 
Una.     Dongliis  stood  nt^xt  to  Lincoln  in  the  popular  vi:>t«; 
Dor  was  the  lattei*'a  plurulity  sufficient,  after  alU  over    w 
many  competitore  to  give  him  a  majority*      Douglas,  U<J*- 
ever,   made    the   worst   failure  in  electoral   votes,   becsKJ* 
his  chief  strength  waB  epewt  iu  following  behind  Liuo<>lo 
in   tbe  free   States  which  tbe  latter  carrietl.     He  won    thii 
solid  eU'ctoral  vote  of  no  State  but  Missomi,  in  wh<tee  grstti- 
tudc  1 1)1  re  was  poetic  justice-f     Even  tbe  Bell  conservativea 
came  out  of  tbe  HM  witli  better  luinors,  fr>r  they  carrietl 
Kentucky,   Tennessee,   and    Virfjinia,      Almost   through t)<i* 
tiie  South,  in  fact,  Douglas  had  been  of  light  weight  in  com- 
parifion, — tbe   real   contest  being  in  tiiat  section   between 
quiescent  and  a*^gre»sive  slaveholding,  union  and  secession ^ 
as  typified  in  the  ]t;adeio,  lieil  and  Breckinridge,  who  trer* 
identified  with  their  own  domestic  system.     Northern  c^>*' 
didates  who  faced  in  two  directions  were  no  longer  in  £»b1^' 
ion.     While  Douglas  fell  at  last  between  two  stools,  BrecKi**' 
ridge  and  the  advanced  school  of  slaveholders  won  eleyea  <^^^ 
of  the  fifteen  slave  States.} 

Threats   of    disunion,    wliich    had   been   kept  discre^^J 

•  See  Electoral  Tables,  Appenilix. 

t  Besides  these  nine  electoral  votes,  Douglas  received  three  in  ^^ 
Jersey,  against  four  given  I^incoln.  This  was  the  final  oatcoine  of  ^"^ 
fosion  efforts  which  had  been  attempted  in  the  Middle  States. 

t  Pluralities  were  very  close  in  soni«  States;  as,  for  instance,  in  ^^' 
ginia,  Missouri,  Maryland,  North  Carolina  and  Califoinia. 
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>reath  until  after  the  October  elections,  came  up 
m  the  remote  South.  The  question  which  had  been 
])ouglas  during  his  brief  canvass  beyond  the  border 
w  of  profound  consequence  to  every  citizen  of  the 
gion.  Should  a  proud  and  imperious  race  of  masters 
to  the  galling  yoke  of  an  administration  which  would 
eir  labor  system  in  scorn  and  disgrace,  tolerating 
vested  capital  of  human  bones  and  sinews,  rather 
'cording  to  it  better  safeguards?     The  outlook  for 

expansion  within  the  Union  was  already  gloomy 
Kansas  would  soon  come  in  necessarily  as  a  free 
the  violent  death  of  Walker  cast  a  pall  over  all 
\  fc%  acquiring  neighboring  territory  by  the  agency 
te  adventurers ;  and  as  for  public  enterprises  in  Cuba, 
CO,  or  wherever  else  the  seed  of  caste  might  be  sown, 
mt  of  a  President  like  Lincoln  meant  indefinite  post- 
ut.  The  full  measure  of  Southern  humiliation  was  by 
ns  appreciated  in  the  free  States.  Northern  men 
red  such  threats  thrasonic  and  vaporing.     They  knew ' 

Union  was  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  slavery, 
posed  their  Southern  brethren  equally  convinced  of 
B  charge  made  by  Southern  orators  who  came  North, 

fervid  Yancey,  that  the  South  was  intrenched  be- 
B  Constitution  while  the  North  was  trying  to  break 
•ier,  they  honestly  felt  to  be  untrue.  So  they  went 
nger  than  ever  in  attachment  to  their  principles,  to 
greater  pluralities  for  November.  Merchants  and 
rs  gave  in  their  final  adhesion  to  the  cause  of  the 
cans,  persuaded  that  in  manliness  and  fidelity  to 
ly  the  correct  policy  for  the  times.  South  and 
lad  entered  the  Presidential  strife  as  though  hon- 
in tending  to  abide  results.  And  no  result  of  a 
I  ballot  could  have  been  plainer  or  more  legitimate. 
«ras  no  fraud,  no  cloud  upon  title,  no  room  for 
1  disputation.  If  ever  a  President  was  elected  over 
3nent8  by  the  requisite  number  of  votes  in  a  free, 
nd   stubborn   contest,  that  President  was  Abraham 
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lu  the  Co7iHitutu>n^  a  newspaper  published  at  the  ctipit^  ' 
utider  the  iuspinition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcafiury^  md 
fed  upon  the  treasury  patrontige,  appeared  a  rahx/ 
p^^Jj^/'article,   just   after   the   eJecUun,   proclaiming  that 
the  South  could  not  submit  to  the  admiDistradoa 
of  Lincohi.     *'  DisBolution  is  inevitable  if  the  Black  RfpaV 
lic-ana  triumph^"  had  been,  iq  faot,  the  biu'tlea   of  Soatb- 
em  journals  for  a  month ;  and  now  came  telegraphic  intel- 
ligence that  most  of  the  cotton  States   meditated  itistai^t 
disunion.     In  Virginia  a  jealous  rivab-y  had  been  manife&t*d 
between  Wise  and  Governor  Letclier,  the  latter  supportijig 
Douglas,  while  tlie  former  bore  the  red  standard  of  seces- 
sion.     Even   Letcher's  advieo  iuclin*hi  to  making  common 
cause  with  the  South  in  the  event  of  secession  ;   while  Wisct 
in  his  fury,  would  have  seized  Wash iug ton  city^  and   LvUl 
the  public  buildings  and  treasui-e  as  security  for  Southern 
redress. 

A  resolution  was  promptly  passed  by  the  legislature  of 
Alabama  which  instructed  the  governor  of  the  State  to 
call  a  convention  immediately  upon  ascertaining  that  i 
Republican  Fremdent  was  elected.  In  Alabama,  Missis* 
sippif  aud  Florida,  the  disposition  to  secede  soon  predomi- 
nated. South  Carolina  was  nearly  unanimous  in  favor 
of  such  a  step;  and  in  Georgia,  Arkanwas,  aud  Texas,  the 
feeling  gained  rapid  ftscendeuey,  notwithstanding  prominent 
leaders  were  reluctant  to  take  the  step.  South  Carolina  fed 
iu  impetuous  reljellion.  Governor  Gist  counselled  the  legia^ 
lature  of  that  State  to  remain  in  permanent  session,  and 
make  military  and  other  pi-eparatioris  to  meet  the  crisia. 
Pubbc  gatherings  at  Charleston  and  other  centres  of  opinioa 
in  the  palmetto  State  emphasized  the  idea  of  immediate  and 
independent  secession,  relying  uj>on  the  belief  that  the  gulf 
States  would  speedily  follow.  The  South  Carolina  legisb- 
ture  provided  accordingly  for  a  Stat^  conventioQ  to  meet  oa 
the  17th  of  December, 

Congresfl  met  in  final  ftp b.^ ion  on  Monday,  December  3d, 
a  large  majority  of  the  memljers  vt  both  Houses  being  pres- 
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ejit.  Representotlves  from  South  Carolina  took  their  seats, 
as  usual,  but  both  Senators  from  that  State  were 
absent.  The  victorious  Republicans,  whose  spirits  ^^^aber 
had  dropped  from  exultation  to  anxiety  under  the 
past  month's  pressure  of  events,  had  neither  system  nor 
confidence  to  meet  the  unforeseen  emergency.  Their  mood 
reflected  that  of  their  several  constituencies  throughout  the 
North,  who  waited,  as  the  great  mass  of  a  community  are 
apt  to  wait  under  such  circumstances,  for  some  positive  and 
inspiring  direction.  ' '  ludecision,  under  the  circumstances," 
wix)te  the  leader  of  the  triumphant  party  in  this  body, 
'^  shows  only  that  the  Uuion  sentiment  is  so  strong  as  to 
leave  the  people  unprepared."  * 

It  was  the  opportunity  for  Buchanan  to  have  sounded  a 
trumpet  note  which  would  disconcert  disloyal  citizens  and 
recall  the  doubtful  to  their  duty.  But  the  President,  with 
three  mouths  longer  to  serve,  had  not  in  him  the  stuff  of 
heroic  purpose.  He  was  a  loyul  man  after  his  sort,  but 
secessionism  raged  about  him,  and  kept  its  last  clutch  upon 
his  cabinet  circle.  His  opening  message  was  craven  and 
cowardly  for  the  emergency  ;  its  whole  8eo[)e  was  to  upbraid 
the  people  for  their  choice  of  a  President,  and  exhort  them 
to  fall  upon  their  knees  to  propitiate  the  fellow-citizens  they 
had  out-voted,  and  avert  the  dire  caluniity  of  disunion  which 
otherwise  seemed  inevitable.  Explanatory  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  were  suggested  as  a  basis  of  capitulation, — 
slavery  to  be  recognized  as  rightful  in  all  States  now  or  here- 
after choosing  to  adopt  the  system ;  negro  ownership  to  be 
protected  in  all  national  domains  while  the  territorial  condi- 
tion lasted ;  all  State  laws  which  interfered  with  the  surren- 
der of  fugitive  slaves  to  be  null  and  void.  The  inefficacy 
of  the  Constitution  to  preserve  the  Union  against  domestic 
violence,  such  as  now  impended,  was  maintained  in  a  fine- 
spun argument  to  the  effect  that,  while  secession  was  unlaw- 
ful, a  State  which  attempted  to  secede  could  not  be  coerced 
into  submission.       In  short,  the  President's  message,  whose 

*  2  Seward's  Life,  478. 
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loyal  expreBBioo  was  Btrauied  m  the  akim-niilk  of  apology;; 
was  ilKcalculnted  for  anything  but  to  encourage  disutiiou  r  ^i^ 
go  on  with  ita  work.  There  was  uo  vigor  init»  uo  backl^on^  ^me* 
transgressors  were  not  rL^called  to  their  loyal  obligation*  ^^ns.-' 
no  moiieyj  uo  military  strength,  uo  means  of  collecting  f  -ytiic 

public   revenue  or   of  protecting   tlje  public  property  ^ ■-  trt: 

ftsked  for;  some  pbroiseB  might  be  tortured  into  one  view  of 

executivtj  responsibility,  others    into    another,  but  the  t— k.:^Ioo 
evidyut  meaning  of  the  whole  was  iiresolution,* 

Na  wonder,   then,  that  while  Cobb  and  Thompson  h;.    mtad 
taken   issue   with  their  chief  upon  the    theoretical  right  of 

sueession,!  they  tarried    longer  in    Ihi*  cabinet  to  u^e  tb»   -^tir 
pemieiourt  pressure.     No  w<mder  that  Jcffei-son  Unvis  u:^^ 
other  Southern  leaders  at  the  capiiol  took  a  haughty  a^^ffiadj 
unreconciling  stand,  as  thougii  the  grievance  t^■ere  who-^cm^Uf 
theirs.     The   meshage  of  a   Northern  President  ntlrgtxl 
length  the  continuous   and   intemperate  interference  of  *^i"     tBd 
North  with  questious  of  local  slavery.     But  had   tlie  Soc  .^^ -utl» 
shown  no   aggression?     It   abked  that  the   tlave  States  ^ 

let  alone.  Hut  why  were  constitutional  tuneiidmentB  e:iir  ^  1^^^ 
for  to  buttress  slavery  in  new  regions  which  it  chose  ^s^  to 
enter?  And  why  did  that  same  message  insist,  moreoV'^^i^'^^^' 
upon  the  scheme  of  annexing  Cuba  and  taking  aDOtK-:::^^ '^^^^ 
slice  from  Mexico?  Republicans  riddled  with  their  satii^^"^""^' 
as  it  deserved,  the  feeble  cobweb  of  Buchanan's  consti'i^^^*"' 
tional  exix)8ition4  This  was  no  time  for  spiders'  sylM^^^B*^^^ 
gisms,  for  political  metaphysics.  With  iDgenioiis  disq^^^Q"'" 
sition  upon  the  inner  sense  of  the  Constitution,  we  Im:M~  had 
been  overloaded  since  the  giants  of  the  Senate  began  th^"^  ^^"' 
oratorical  strife.  Calhoun,  who  brought  such  disputatic:^^^^ 
into  fashion,  was  incapable,  perhaps,  of  saying  what  be  c^      ^^^ 


•  President's  message,  December  4, 1860. 

t  See  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  c.  16. 

I  Hale  summed  it  up  wittily  in  three  propositions:    (1)  thml 
Carolina  had  just  cause  to  secede ;  (2)  that  she  had  no  right  to 
(3)  that  we  had  no  right  to  prevent  her.    Seward  wrote  of  the 
"  It  shows  conclusively  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
the   laws,— unless   somebody    opposes    him,— and    that  no  State 
right  to  go  out  of  the  Union— unless  it  wants  to."    ?  Seward,  480. 
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not  really  believe ;  but  the  mechanism  of  his  mighty  mind 
made  sound  and  unsound  premises  appear  often  alike  when 
the  flame  of  a  strong  purpose  blew  upon  them.  What  the 
country  wanted  of  its  chief  Executive  was  a  bold  and 
manly  stand,  a  free  avowal  that  the  Union  must  be  pre- 
served, and  the  laws  of  the  land  obeyed.  This  would 
have  relieved  the  gloom  and  despondency  which  was 
already  gathering  in  business  circles,  while  Southern  pay- 
ments were  suspended,  and  the  stocks  of  States  and  the 
national  government  led  in  a  feverish  decline.  ' '  O  for 
an  hour  of  Jackson !  "  was  the  spontnueous  cry  of  con- 
science Democrats.  Never  before  was  the  weak  Joint  of 
our  constitutional  armor  so  clearly  expound,  which  kept  the 
whole  resources  of  this  vast  governmenr  sequestered  for 
four  months  after  the  people  had  declared  their  will,  in  con- 
trol of  an  administration  and  Congress  defeated  at  the 
polls.* 

Southern  disunionists  did  not  falter ;  the^  >rere  not  spin- 
ning out  distinctions,  just  now,  for  the  vat^ity  of  a  consti- 
tutional argument,  but  they  went  straight  forward  to  their 
object.  South  Carolina  took  the  field  quickly.  The  State 
_  ,  convention  met  at  Columbia  on  the  17th  of  De- 
cember,  but  small-pox  prevailing  th<ere,  an  ad- 
journment was  carried  so  as  to  meet  at  Charleston  on  the 
following  day.  A  salute  of  fifteen  guns — one  foi  each 
slaveholding  State — ^welcomed  the  members  to  this  latter 
city.  On  the  20th  of  the  month  an  ordinance  of  secession, 
reported  from  an  appropriate  committee,  was  unanimously 
adopted;  and  after  being  engrossed  on  parchment,  waa 
publicly  signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  convention, — 
one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  in  member, — who  thought,  no 
doubt,  that  in  their  chamber  fame  was  bom.f     A  "  decla- 

*  Black,  the  attorney  general,  who  had  given  the  main  legal  idea  of 
the  message,  himself  objected  to  the  pusillanimous  turn,  unfavorable  to 
*'  coercing  a  State,"  which  the  President's  messiige  had  lent  to  his 
argument.     See,  at  length,  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  cs.  15,  1(5. 

t  This  ordinance  (which  served  as  the  model  for  other  seceding 
States)   was  styled  "  An  ordinance  to  dissolve  the  Union  between  the 
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ration  of  independence  "  followed  on  the  24th,  which  bor- 
rowed the  immortal  phrase  in   mutually  pledging  '^  oar  lives, 
our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor."     But  what  a  recital  of 
grievances  was  this  upon  which  South  Carolina  based  the 
resumption  of  her  ^'  separate  and  equal  place  among  na- 
tions :  " — agitation  at  the  North,  and  tlie  spread  of  abolition 
societies,  as  though  to  pronounce  slavery  sinful ;  the  pas-     K^ 
sage  of  personal  liberty  acts,  and  persistent  refusal  to  restore      |.^ 
fugitive  slaves  as  the  Constitution  required ;   and  finally,  the 
election  by  a  geographical  party  of  a  man  who  had  declared 
that  this  government  could  not  endure  permanently,  half- 
slave  and  half-free.     Not  a  word  in  the  whole  document  of 
Texas,  the  Mexican  war,  the  repeal  of  the  Missoun  com- 
promise, or  the  persistent  efforts  the  South  had  been  roakiiig 
in   various   directions   to  extend  its   institutions  into  free 
territory  during  the  past  t^^enty  years  or  more.     But  fo* 
such  stubborn  aggressions  on  slavery's  behalf,  moral  agits^' 
tion  at  the  North  would  have  burned  with  a  feeble  flame. 

Rash,    impulsive,    and    uncalculating   as   South  Carolii^t^ 
had   always  been,  she  showed  her  readiness  to  stand  alon^' 
this  second  time,  in   experimenting  with  the  theories  of  h^^ 
favorite  statesman.     But  commissioners  from  Alabama  ai>*-^ 
Mississippi    had   encouraged   immediate    action,    proinisiiv^ 
the  co-operation  of  their  States  ;  and  South  Carolina  labon  •  ^ 
earnestly  to  induce  other  slave  States  to  plunge  into  seee^' 
sion  after  her,  appointing  commissioners  for  that  purpose'  ^ 
and  painting  in  the  most  glowing  colors   the  prospects  of    ^ 
a  new   and   independent  Southern  Union,  based  upon  negf^^ 
slavery.     The  Charleston  convention   argued  in  an  addre^^ 

State  of  South  Carolina  and  ot!ier  States  united  with  her  under  tt^  ^ 
compact  entitled  *  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stiites  of  America.' 
It  read  as  follows:  **  We,  the  ptn^ple  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  -^  ""^ 
convention  assembled,  do  declare  and  onlain,  and  it  is  hereby  declarfc^""^ 
and  onlained.  that  the  onlinance  adopted  by  us  in  convention  on  tlr"»  ^^ 
twenty-thinl  day  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1788,  whereby  the  Co-^^^ 
stitutiou  of  the  I'luted  States  w:is  ratified,  and  also  all  acts  and  parts  ^^^ 
acts  of  the  (iener.il  Assem]>ly  of  thi'?  State,  ratifying  amendments  of  t"*  •-  * 
Hiiid  Constitution,  are  hereby  rejMMled.  and  that  the  union  now  sul«k=*'^ 
in>r  K'twtHMi  South  Carolina  an»l  other  States  under  the  name  of  *  T"  *^  * 
United  States  of  America,'  Ls  herebj-  dissolved." 
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t  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States  had  degenerated 
>  a  consolidated  Democracy,  which  laid  oppressive  taxes 
he  South  to  spend  in  the  North.     '^  A  great  slavehold- 

confederacy,  stretching  its  arms  over  a  territory  larger 
a  any  power  in  Europe  possesses,"  offered  a  new  object 

Southern  allegiance;  ^*  with  a  population  four  times 
Etter  than  that  of  the  whole  United  States  when  they 
ieved  their  independence  of  the  British  empire;  with 
ductions   which    make  its  existence  more  important  to 

world  than  that  of  any  other  people  inhabiting  it; 
1  common  institutions  to  defend  and  common  dangers 
encounter.*'  By  such  roseate  representations  was  the 
rt  made  throughout  the  gulf  region  "  to  fire  the  Southern 
rt." 

ifter  passing  on  the  20th  the  ordinance  of  secession, 
)  convention  despatched  three  commissioners  to  Wash- 
bon,  Robert  W.  Barnwell,  James  H.  Adams,  and  James 
3iT,  to  negotiate  a  division  of  the  public  property  and  a 
render  of  the  forts  in  Charleston  harbor.  Millions  of 
are  had  lately  been  expended  by  Congress  in  this  un- 
teful  city  and  New  Orleans  to  build  new  custom-houses. 
)  national  fortifications  in  Charleston  consisted  at  this 
e  of  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney, 
harbor  comprising  an  expanding  bay,  which  was  land- 
ced  and  had  a  difficult  bar  at  the  entrance.     Fort  Moul- 

was  a  large  work  which  required  some  seven  hundred 
1  to  garrison  it  fully  ;  but  its  only  force  at  the  present 
e  consisted  of  about  sixty   men,  commanded  by  a  loyal 

valiant  officer,  Major  Robert  Anderson,  of  Kentucky, 
ras  exposed  to  attack  on  the  land  side.  Fort  Sumter, 
ch  was  now  occupied  only  by  workmen  who  were 
anting  the  guns,  was  more  impregnable  than  Moultrie, 
in  properly  manned,  being  situated  on  an  island;  and 
this  sea-girt  stronghold   Anderson   resolved  to  transfer 

command,  when  he  found  that  the  South  Carolinians 
e  zealously  preparinp:  to  seize  all  the  forts,  and  that  the 
sident  would  send  bim  no  reinforcements.  The  night 
December   26tb,   soon   after  the  Charleston  convention 
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had  adjourned,  saw  his  little  garrison  concentrated  at  Fori 
Sumter,  after  spiking  the  cannon  and  destroying  their  car- 
riages   at    Moultrie.      There    was    intense    excitement  at 
Charleston  on  the  next  day,  when  this  became  known,  md 
the   State   authorities   at  once   seized    Fort   Moultrie  and 
Castle  Pinckney   in   the   name    of   South    Carolina.     The 
Palmetto  flag  was  hoisted  also  over  the  custom-house  and 
post-office,  the  Federal  officials  having  all   resigned  tlieir 
appointments ;    and   a  few   days  later   the   United  States 
arsenal,  with  public  property  estimated    at   half  a  million 
dollai's,  was   captured  in  defiance   of  the  Federal  govern- 
ment.   Calhoun  had  pleaded  in  his  day  for  "  peaceable  seces- 
sion,"— for  permitting  the  discontented  sisters  to  "depart 
in  peace."     But  this  generation  of  Cai\>linian  leaders  showed 
little  comprehension  of  such  philosophy,  save  so  far  as  they 
might  have  expected  meekness  and  ser\ile  compliance  from 
that  tremendous  Northern  mass — that  mob  of  a  majority^ — 
which  they  goaded  so  arrogantly.     In  their  present  temper 
they  could  not  begin  to  penetrate  the  difficulties  of  the  tasl^ 
they  had  proposed  on  their  sole  responsibility.     They  wer* 
like  men  drunk  wi^li  new  wine ;   and  the  ready  chronicles  of 
Northern  news  as  '*  foreign  "  in  their  local  press,  the  quiet 
suppression  of  the  national  colors  for  the  Palmetto  flag,  au<i 
a  thousand  little  punctilios  for  secession's  sake,  showed  ho"^ 
childishly  they  strove  to  keep  up  the  illusions  of  indepenci- 
ence.     South  Carolina  had  never,  in  truth,  even  within  hd 
own  confines  and  as  to  her  ^hite  inhabitants  realized  in  iti^ 
full  sense  submission  to  the  w'll  of  the  people. 

The  commissioners  of   this  errant  State  reached  Washing- 
ton city  inflated  with  the  idea  of  being   promptly  recogniz^^ 
as  the  representatives  of  a  seceding  and  independent  sover- 
eignty, and  of  arranging  in  some  way  witli  tlie  United  States 
for  an  ignominious  surrender,  to  a  State   numbering  some 
seven   hundred    thousand,  of   the  forts  and  public  propertv 
which    belonged    to  thirty-one    millions    of   pf»ople.     South 
Carolina  hnd  proceeded  with  sublime  temerity,  as  though  the 
rest  of  the  Union   must   admit  her  sovereign  indepen<leuar 
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upon  her  own  fiat.  She  struck  for  rebellion  and  a  new  con- 
federacy before  the  victorious  Republicans  could  come  into 
power,  and  while  the  reins  of  national  office  were  still  held  by 
an  administration  who  showed  the  white  feather  aud  bent 
ander  the  weight  of  disloyal  influences.  The  three  commis- 
sioners— one  of  whom  had  but  lately  laid  down  the  Speaker's 
^avel  in  the  south  wing  of  the  capitol — were  sure  not  to  be  ar- 
rested as  traitors.  But  in  undertaking  to  negotiate  concern- 
ing the  ^'  new  relations"  of  their  State  to  the  Union,  they 
leeded  too  lightly  the  circumstance  that  Buchanan,  with  all 
lis  miserable  pettifoggery  against  "  coercing  a  State,"  had 
-efused  to  admit  the  right  of  secession.  Even  were  that 
right  conceded,  the  divestment  of  the  Federal  title  to  forts 
ind  public  property  in  and  about  South  Carolina  by  no 
neans  followed.  Indeed  that  property  reservation  in  the 
United  States,  against  all  local  menace  or  violence  whatso- 
ever, was  what  reduced  secession  to  a  logical  absurdity  and 
jave  to  the  loyal  people  of  America,  a  few  months  later, 
Jieir  first  palpable  object  for  rallying  in  arms  to  the  defence 
)f  the  flag.  The  rashness  of  imperious  South  Carolina  was 
too  headlong  for  the  arts  of  diplomacy  to  avail  anything ; 
;hey  flung  logic  to  the  winds;  "  give  up  the  forts  or  we  will 
:ake  them,"  was  the  tenor  of  their  insulting  embassy,  l^uch- 
man  had  been  approached  still  more  insultingly  on  this  point 
ilready;  for  Governor  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  before 
jis  State  had  seceded  and  before  Major  Anderson  had  re- 
onoved  his  troops,  sent  a  written  demand  that  Fort  Sumter 
i)e  delivered  into  his  hands.* 

Imbecile  and  treacherous  counsels  had  long  prevailed  at 
Washington  over  the  question  of  these  strongholds.  As  far 
3ack  as  October,  Scott,   as  general-in-ehief  of  the 

Oct  2H-30 

irmy,  had  pointed  out  the  defenceless  condition  of 

>ur  Southern  forts,  and  the  danger  of  their  seizure  hi  the 

5vent  of  Lincoln's  election.     He  apprehended  Southern  ex- 

•  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  383,  384.  A  messenger  bore  to  the  President 
his  letter  (which  was  written  on  the  7th  of  December) :  but  upon  a  con- 
'erence  with  South  Carolina  men  in  Washington,  Pickens  was  induced  to 
ifithdraw  this  letter,  and  the  President  sent  no  reply. 
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periments  at  secession,  and  advised  tliat  the  several  garrisoDB 
be  quietly  increased  at  once.*  Scotf  s  advice  was  sound,  bot 
the  President  ignored  it  utterly ;  nor  would  the  rebellioQfl 
sympathizers  of  bis  Cabinet  probably  have  permitted  audi  a 
step.f  That  energy  which  had  been  directed  so  lately  against 
*^  treason"  in  Kansas  and  Utah  was  nowhere  discernible. 
_  ,  General  Scott  reached  the  capital  from  New  York 
on  the  12th  of  December;  and  it  happened  that 
verbal  orders  ignoring  him  had  been  sent  through  Floyd, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  Major  Anderson,  which  informed 
the  latter  why  reinforcements  were  refused  upon  his  re- 
quest, but  directed  him  to  hold  the  forts  of  Charleston 
harbor  with  his  present  force  so  long  as  reasonable  hope 
remained,  avoiding  all  acts  of  needless  aggression.}  Scott 
urged  once  more  upon  the  President  the  immediate  rein- 
forcement of  Anderson,  pressing  the  example  of  Jackson 
in  1833,  but  Buchanan  refused.  It  would  provoke  civil 
war,  he  replied,  and  turn  the  country,  besides,  from  con- 
sideiing  measures  of  compromise  such  as  he  had  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Congress.  But,  while  ehiiming  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  call  out  the  militiii  or  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers,  and  breathing  no  wish  for  Con- 
gress to  vest  him  with  compulsory  powers,  Buchanan  had 
sent  Caleb  Cushing  to  the  Charleston  secessionists  on  a 
secret  mission  of  remonstrance,  which  did,  of  course,  no 
good. 

Barnwell,  Adams,   and  Orr,  the  commissioners,   reached 

*  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  (>10;  2  Curtis's  liuclianan,  c.  14. 

t  In  defence  of  Buclianan  on  this  iKnnt,  it  has  been  said  that  the  rein- 
forrement  of  Southeni  forts  would  have  l)een  too  much  of  a  *'  menace" 
to  Southern  States.  And  besides  that  there  were  forts  at  live  important 
points  wliich  (Jeneral  Scott's  advice  thus  covered  ;  whereas  our  army  was 
small,  and  so  fjreat  a  force  could  not  well  be  spared  from  the  West.  2 
Curtis's  Buchanan,  c.  14.  Hut  could  no  means  be  found  of  adding  to  the 
protection  of  our  Indian  frontiers  in  view  of  this  more  serious  emergency? 
And,  after  all,  the  pressing  need  was  plainly  at  Charleston,  if  other 
Southern  forts  could  not  all  be  reinforced. 

I  These  orders  were  re<luced  to  writing  at  Fort  Moultrie  by  Buell. 
the  assist. lilt  adjulunt-^eneral.  on  the  11th  of  December,  and  were  revised 
finally  after  his  returu.     2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  376. 
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^V^ashington  on  the  26th  of  December.     On  the  next  morn- 
IrBgihey  received  tbe  startling  bulletin  of  Anderson's  mid- 
KiLight  move  from  Fort  Moultrie   to  Fort  Sumter.     If  our 
f*  resident,  whose  recent  orders  had  given  to  Major  Anderson 
t^iliMig  latitude  of  discretion,  showed  surprise  and  regret  at  this 
l>rilliant  exploit.  South  Carolina's  envoys  were  so  furious 
as  to  lose  their  discretion  altogether.     In  an  unofficial  in- 
t-erview — the  only  one  which  was  granted  them — they  de- 
olared  peremptorily  tliat,  before  any  negotiations  could  be 
entered   upon,  the   Executive   must  disapprove  of  Ander- 
^^oii's  act.     Their  demand  was  made  even  more  arrogantly 
i«^    a  letter  to  the  President  on  the  following  day.*     An- 
<ierson  and  his  troops  must  be  withdrawn  from   the  port 
^together ;  otherwise,  so  they  plainly  intimated,  South  Caro- 
Iiii&  would  attack  him,  deeming  his  presence  a  menace  and 
^^  insult.     These  threats  were  hard  to  endure;  and  on  the 
^Istof  the  month  the  President  replied  that  while  Major 
-A.o<ierson  had  moved  his  troops  without  express  orders,  his 
^^t   would  not  be  disowned,  and  Fort  Sumter  would  be  de- 
^eocied  to  the  last  extremity.     To  this  the  commissioners 
^^«a.t;  a  response  f  which  was  so  violent,  unfounded  and  dis- 
*'esj>ectful,  that   Buchanan,  with  the   full   approval  of  his 
^^^t>inet  as  now  constituted,  returned  it  to  the  commissioners, 
^^itiln  a  brief  endorsement  that  he  declined  to  receive  it.  J 
^^h«it  made  this  letter  so  peculiarly  offensive  was  a  charge 
^t  C5 contained  that  the  President  had  pledged  himself  not  to 
®^*^ci  reinforcements  to  Charleston   harbor,  but  to  maintain 
^^«:^g9  as  they  were,  and  that  Anderson's  change  of  position 
^^^^lated  the  pledge.     No  such  assurance  had  Buchanan  ever 
^^"^  ^n,  and  the  most  that  can  be  said  for  such  an  nnderstand- 
**^S     is  that  when  the  Congressional  friends  of  South  Carolina 
^'^^^  to  arrange  something  of  the  kind,  he  repelled  them  less 
J^^^^itively    than    he  should    have   done.     The    wish   of   the 
'^  ^rleston    secessionists    fathered    their   expectation ;    and 
^^ir  own  violence  in  running  up  the   Palmetto,  flag  and  ex- 
December  29. 
'•^     X)ated  January  2,  18G1. 
^    2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  37.'^ ;  newspapers. 
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pelling  the  govermnent  from  all  its  other  property   as  &0011 
as  Anderson  bnti  moved  into  Fort  Sumter,  aud  before  aac^er- 
taioing  whether  the  President   wouKl  approve  of  that  oflj-  1 
cei^a  act,  showed  the  hoUowiiess  of  their  own  pretensions 
to  leave  things  iiiidisturhed,  and  gave  energy  to  the  Presj- 
dcut's  answer  to  the  eoinmiBsioners.     These,  like  ail  otliw 
dh^uniotiists  of   the  times»  treated  Bticbanan  aa  the  weal 
instrument  of   their   wishes,  and  poured  upon  him  their 
insolence.* 

On  the  8th  of  January,  the  anniversary  of  Jackson's  famous 
victory  at  New  Orleans,  the  pR'sident  sent  to  Congress  a 

special  mettsage  containing  his  correspondence  ffith 
J^uiiy.  ^^^^^^   Carolina's   commissioiiers.     He    sUll  urged 

coikdliatJou  and  haimony  to  Buve  tJie  Union,  bat 
was  not  ti^rd  up  so  tigrht,  apparently,  in  his  c-oustitutioflal 
limitations  as  when  tlie  session  first  opened.  For,  after  aiU 
as  Bcnsihit;  men  must  a<lnjit,  to  coerce  the  inhahitaotsof  a 
State  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  United  t>tartes  is  practically  to 
coerce  that  Stiite  to  remain  in  the  Union.  Changes  vhicU 
the  cabinet  had  been  undergoiug  in  a  mt^nth  stiffened  the 

spine  of  this  limp   ailministration*     Finite  iu  D^" 
December.  <^cmber,  came  the  resignation  of  llowell  Cobb,  wU^ 

left  Washington  and  the  national  service  to  le»^ 
Georgia,  his  hesitating  State,  into  secession.     A  valuable 
man  would  he  have  become  to  the  Union  cause,  could  he  bt:^^ 
have  placed  Southern  finances  where  he  had  placed  our^ 
but  rebellion  never  trusted  him  with  such  opportunity, 
erable  failure  that  he  was  known  to  be  in  conspicuous  statioc::^' 
—a  costly  collector,  a  false  calculator,  a  borrower  of  mone;:,^-::^* 
to  meet  unforeseen  deficiencies,  which  he  called  temporar^T^ 


*  See  Jefferson  Davis,  in  1  Southern  Confederacy,  212,  who  tood 
upon  South  Carolina's  suggestion  of  the  status  qtto,  which  some  nnde^^_ 
stood  the  President  to  approve,  though  he  declined  to  make  any  forni^^^ 
pledge.  And  see  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  376-379,  which  denies  all  coaic^^^ 
tenance  of  a  pledge  on  the  President's  side ;  at  the  same  time  conceding  ^^ 
that  Buchanan  was  facile  at  such  interviews,  bestowing  no  stem  rebuke^^^ 
but  giving  his  hearers  to  understand  that  negotiations  of  the  kind  1 
longed  not  to  him,  but  to  Congress. 
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Ijut  made  permanent, — Cobb  entered  the  service  of  disunion 
&  irorse  bankrupt,  if  this  were  possible,  and  more  completely 
discredited,  than  the  Treasury  whose  dishonored  obligations 
lie  left  behind ;  and  he  never  rose  again  to  his  former  influ- 
ence.* Next  Cass  resigned,  the  lagging  veteran,  whose  in- 
dolence and  inefficiency  increased  that  popularity  in  which 
he  was  held  of  late  by  Union  men  of  all  parties,  and  which 
he  loved  above  all  things.  The  reason  alleged  for  his  resig- 
nation was  a  popular  one,  and  tallied  well  with  Scott*s  ar- 
rival upon  the  scene, — that  the  President  refused  to  strengthen 
the  forts  in  Charleston  harbor.  Cass  was  at  heart  a  loyal 
man  and  a  patriot,  whose  toadyism  to  the  South  had  to  cease 
at  the  parting  of  the  roads ;  and  terminating  in  this  way  a 
service  which  could  have  lasted  but  a  few  weeks  longer,  he 
threw  off  the  burden  of  public  cares,  whose  weight  must 
have  been  painful  to  one  of  his  years,  and  left  the  stage  with 
applause  which  worthier  actors  might  have  envied. f 

A  third  resignation  of  the  month — and  this  time  on  the 

<lifiloyal  side  of  the  cabinet — was  that  of  John  B.  Floyd,  the 

Secretary  of  War,  whose  case  presents  a  difficult  complexity 

of  motives.     Unlike  Cobb  and  the  lingering  Thompson,  this 

Secretary  of  War  has  been  considered  as,  after  the  Virginia 

'aehion  of  the  day,  a  loyalist.     He  had  been  trusted  with 

^e  military  dispositions,  and  sent  his  own  orders  to  Major 

'Anderson.     If  his  own  word  may  be  believed,  he  misu8t»d 

*^   trust  treacherously,  by  baffling  all  plans  for  reinforcing 

^©    Southern  forts,  and  distributing  the  regular  troops  at 

'^^'lote  points  in  the  West.  J     But  this,  perhaps,  was  lying 

*  Xoomlw  and  other  compatriots  of  Georgia  made  a  constant  bntt  of 
^'^hb  this  winter,  as  having  **  done  more  for  secession  than  any  other 
'**^*i,'*  hj  depriving  its  enemies  of  the  sinews  of  war  and  leaving  them 
J^tliottt  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury.  Cobb  chafed  under  this  ridicule. 
••^hiiaton's  A.  H.  Stephens,  386. 

J*"  Of.  McLaughlin's  Cass,  338,  and  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  399,  which  are 
^^^^ly  different  in  their  estimates  as  to  Cass's  motives  for  resigning,  and 
-^*  o<Kinge  with  which  he  would  have  been  likely  to  sustain  the  President 

Pnxsoing  the  course  he  recommended. 
^  ^  9ee  Floyd's  speeches  in  Virginia  soon  after  his  resignation  from  the 
^^^net,  which  were  published  in  the  newspapers ;  also  2  Scott's  Memoirs, 
^*^>   3  Curtis's  Buchanan,  306. 
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and  gasGOoade;  ao  that  Floyd's  Buddeii  oonversioB  todia^ 
utiioti  may  l^e  i?xplamed   by  being  found  out  in  impmlti^ 
thefts,     Hift  conduct  of  tbe  War  Department  began  with 
ewiudling  anle  of  Fort  Snelling,  whicb  Congress  indif^tl  - 
censured.     lie  was  now  detected  iu  giving  fraudulent  acoej^^ 
anccs  to  army  contractors  and  abstracting   S870,0tMJ  Umds 
uf  an   Indian  tnisl  fund,  frt^m  thi*  Intt'Hfjr  departmeuL,  in 
pursuance  of  tf^e  transaction.     Buchanan  did  not  on  Immin^ 
the  facta  txpel  lijni  from  the  Cabinet,  nor  furniah  Uje  Hwj« 
with  testimony  for  impeachment,  but  iniimutrd  ihrottgli  a 
friend  that  he  oujL^ht  to  resign.     Floyd,  when  awan*  of  this, 
made  quick  fncn<la  of  the  nnrighlront^   mamnion.      learning 
that  South  Carolina's  commii^Sijoner^  were  ubont  Ui  c<)m{>!aia 
of  Anderaon's   transfer  in  the  ChurleaKui  forts,  be  rusbfd 
excitedly  inttJ  the  Cabinet  hcshiou  on  the  rvcning  of  l)ccf<n* 
ber    27th,  and    eliarging    tlie   President  with  viulating  thi^ 
pledges  at  Charleston  bai*]x>r,  he  demanded,  lijic  the  oommi** 
eionera  themselves,  that  reparation   should  be  nffonln)  liy 
withdrawing  Major  Anderson  and  his  garriaon  alUtgethrr/ 
Outvoted  tm  this  quest icni,t  Floyd  made  that  iiisue  the  l>itfi* 
of  his  resignation  on  the  29th,  in  a  hot  and  offensive  letter, 
and  the  President  passed  him  out  of  the  Cabinet  circle  much 
too  meekly.     Banqueted  on  his  return  to  Virginia,  this  scape- 
grace Secretary  of  War  glorified  the  goo<l  he  had  done  to  the 
secession  cause;  but,  like  his  late  Georgia  associate  among 
Buchanan's  advisers,  he  gained  little  honor  at  the  South  be- 
yond the  wounds  his  service  had  inflicted  upon  the  Union.} 

In  reconstructing  his  cabinet,  the  President  made  8oroe 

•  2  Cnriifl's  Buchanan,  406. 

t  According  to  newspaper  report,  Toacey's  vote,  after  much  faltering, 
went  to  the  negative  side,  thus  making  a  bare  majority  against  the  <li» 
loyal  members. 

I  In  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  c.  20,  the  subject  of  Floyd's  recreancy  If  ^ 
cussed,  and  the  conclusion  fairly  justified  that  Floyd  played  bis  fiiaftl  ^ 
in  the  Cabinet  so  as  to  be  backed  by  the  South  in  his  predicament  over  the 
stolen  funds.  Scott  and  other  good  military  critics,  however,  reniih'*^ 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  Floyd  had  long  played  false  to  his  coootry  in 
scattering  the  army  of  the  United  States  so  that  men  could  not  be  «»* 
South,  and  in  distributing  arms  to  the  South. 
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excellent  changes.  Black,  the  Attorney  General,  was  at 
once  transferred  to  the  portfolio  of  State ;  and  his  former 
post  was  assigned  to  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  a  man  of  Ohio 
birth,  unidentified  with  politics,  whose  roving  practice  of 
the  law  located  him  chiefly  at  Washington.  Stanton's 
sturdy  energy,  and  capacity  for  work,  together  with  his 
unflinching  devotion  to  the  Union  cause,  bore  strongly 
upon  the  events  of  the  next  five  years,  which  left  few  more 
prominent  figures;  while  Black,  less  easily  swept  away 
from  party  friends  and  affiliations,  was  yet  so  disgusted  with 
the  whimpering  tone  of  the  President's  dealings  with  disun- 
ionists  that  be  would  have  resigned,  had  not  the  latter 
changed  the  draft  of  his  response  to  the  South  Carolina  com- 
missioners, so  as  to  make  it  more  manly.*  Tremulous  with 
the  fear  of  being  deserted  by  bis  new  premier,  as  he  had 
been  by  the  ungrateful  Cass,  Buchauan  lianded  the  paper  to 
bis  fellow  Peniisylvanian,  and  asked  him  beseechingly  to 
modify  it  to  suit  himself.  From  that  time  fortli  the  admin- 
istration was  ruled  by  its  thoroughly  loyal  advisers.  Holt, 
who  had  administered  so  well  the  duties  of  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, took  Floyd's  place  in  the  War  Department,  at  first 
temporarily;  and  with  Black,  Stauton,  and  Holt,  the  old 
general-in-chief ,  Winfield  Scott,  found  himself  in  hearty  ac- 
cord. 

Opening  under  these  blighter  auspices,  the  new  year  saw 
the  administration  compelled  to  purge  itself  still  further  of 
disloyalty.     To  Cobb's  important  place  in  the  treas- 
ury, the  President  had  promoted  Philip  F.  Thomas,  j^^^^ 
of  Maryland,  the  commissioner  of  patents.     North- 
ern people  felt  no  confidence  in  his  competency,   for  he 
rattled  round  in  so  great  an  office,  and,  though  prudently 
holding  his  tongue,  acted   in  full  sympathy  with  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Union. t      Tentative  measures  were  now  dis- 

•  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  379.  Buchanan  in  this  draft  had  not  only 
spoken  rather  disapprovingly  of  Major  Anderson's  act,  but  inclined  to 
encourage  a  negotiation  between  South  Carolina  and  Congress,  and  re- 
iterated the  want  of  constitutional  power  to  •'  coerce  a  State." 

t  His  cabinet  vote  was  given  December  27th,  with  that  of  Floyd  and 
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0US9(^d  upon  Scott'a  reaewfid  entreaties  *  that  nioi^  troops 
ftnO  supplies  be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter*  The  AdmiuiEtratioii 
vacillated  iti  purpose.  Inetnictions  had  issued  od  the  list 
day  of  December  to  send  the  "Brooklyn,"  a  naval  vtw- 
scl,  to  CbarlestoD  harbor;  but  at  a  Cabinet  meeting  held  in 
the  evening  these  orders  were  suspended,  and  the  PreeidtDt 
promised  Jacob  Thompson,  bis  Secretary  of  ttie  lut^ir. 
that  tJiey  would  uot  be  renewed  without  a  vote  of  Ujc  Cai^ 
inet*  On  the  2d  of  January  the  Cabiuet  was  conveoed  to 
recousider  the  subject,  and  after  an  ample  tliscussiat]  Thoflip* 
i*c>n  and  Thomas  were  overborne^  and  it  was  decided  to  wnrt 
reinforcements  to  Andtrsou  without  debiy^t  But  now,  in- 
stead of  an  armed  vessel  like  the  "Brooklyn,*'  Wfts  des* 
patched  a  mere  merchant  steamer,  '*  The  Star  of  the  West/ 1 
which  sailed  from  New  York  harbor  ou  the  5th  of  JauoAry* 
having  on  bojird  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  A  more  trivitl 
trial  was  never  made  of  the  natiunal  strength.  What  a  oou* 
traet  with  the  imposing  fleet  of  burnished  cannot]  tIuoIi 
overawed  so  lately  a  South  American  State,  was  this  ftingl* 
side-wheeled  steamer,  without  a  gun  on  board,  which,  arm* 
ing  off  Charleston  harbor  on  the  9th  of  January,  was  fired 
upon  by  the  rebel  batteries,  and  then  vanished  into  the  hori' 
zon  like  the  spectral  ship  of  the  Dutch  l^end.  Major  An- 
derson was  forced  to  coujecture  for  himself  what  all  this 
might  mean ;  but  not  so  were  the  authorities  of  South  Caro* 
lina,  for  Thompson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  had  treach- 
erously betrayed  the  expedition  to  them  by  a  telegram.    The 

Thompson,  in  favor  of  withdrawing  Anderson  and  his  forces  from  Chari*' 
ton  harbor  to  please  South  Carolina. 

*  2  Scott's  Memoirs,  616,  quotes  admissions  from  Southern  papC  ^ 
the  efifect  that  had  he  been  able  to  carry  out  the  plans  he  proposed  for 
strengthening  the  garrisons  of  the  Southern  forts,  there  would  have  bMO 
no  Southern  Confederacy. 

t  It  was  at  this  meeting  that  the  insulting  '*  last  letter  "  of  the  Sooti^ 
Carolina  commissioners  was  read,  which  the  Cabinet  agreed  should  be 
returned  to  them.  An  immediate  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter  was  spp(^ 
bended.    2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  402,  407. 

t  A  question  of  veracity  afterwards  arose  between  Buchanan  and  0^ 
eral  Scott  as  to  whether  the  latter  had  approved  of  this  substitiitiOD' 
^Curtis,  447. 


I 
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unarmed  passenger  vessel  puffed  and  paddled  her  way  back, 
still  flying  the  insulted  national  colors,  to  find  orders  sent 
the  very  day  she  had  sailed,  which  countermanded  her  de- 
parture.* 

On  this  same  9th  of  January,  Mississippi  in  convention 
passed  an  ordinance  of  secession.  Thompson,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  it,  determined  to  resign  his  seat  in  Buchanan's  cab- 
inet ;  but  in  doing  so,  on  the  8th,  he  affected  great  indigna- 
tion at  the  news  that  the  '^  Star  of  the  West"  had  sailed, 
and  charged  the  President  with  breach  of  faith.  It  was 
indeed  true  that  the  orders  given  had  been  concealed  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  for  the  very  reason  that  he 
was  likely  to  betray  the  movement  to  the  enemy  as  he  had 
proceeded  to  do.  But  Buchanan's  pledge  was  fulfilled  by 
the  special  Cabinet  meeting  which,  against  Thompson's 
wishes,  decided  to  send  reinforcements;  and  Buchanan, 
in  accepting  the  resignation,  said  with  some  spirit  that 
he  had  expected  it  to  be  tendered  as  the  result  of  that  deci- 
sion.f 

Thomas's  resignation  followed  naturally  on  the  11th  of 
the  month.  He  had  faUed  utterly  to  renovate  the  public 
credit  which  his  predecessor  had  shattered  so  disastrously. 
Wall  street  and  the  Northern  financiers,  whose  support  in 
the  late  elections  had  gone  deliberately  to  the  Republican 
candidates,  refused  to  lend  a  dollar  to  the  government  so 
long  as  a  suspected  rebel  presided  at  the  treasury.  Buch- 
anan had  not  expelled,  nor  even  called  for  the  resignation 
of  a  single  individual  of  his  circle,  even  when  the  official  was 
smirched  like  Floyd  with  embezzlement,  or  compromised 
like  Thompson  by  the  betrayal  of  official  secrets.  He  ac* 
cepted  Thomas's  resignation  very  cheerfully,  and  called  to 
his  place  a  loyal  and  most  efficient  Secretary  in  John  A.  Dix. 
That  tried  and  uueorrupt  Democrat  laid  a  bold  hand  upon 


*  One  reason  of  this  attempted  countermand  was  a  letter  received  from 
Major  Anderson  at  the  War  Department  which  stated  that  the  seces- 
sionists had  erected  a  heavy  battery  among  the  sand-hills  at  the  entrance 
to  Charleston  harbor. 

t  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  403. 
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reinforce  the  forts  of  rebellious  harbors ;  and  the  seceders 
in  return  were  to  abstain  from  capturing  them  during  the 
rest  of  Buchanan's  term.  This  arrangement  was  effected 
soon  after  the  '*  Star  of  the  West"  incident.  Left  to  his 
own  conjecture  as  to  what  the  appearance  and  departure 
of  that  vessel  might  mean,  Major  Anderson  had  sent  a  flag 
of  truce  ashore  to  Governor  Pickeus,  demanding  an  official 
disavowal  of  the  outrage.  The  governor  responded  by  de- 
manding a  suiTcnder  of  Foi*t  Sumter;  whereupon  Ander- 
son, as  prudence  compelled  him,  proposed  a  reference  of 
the  whole  subject  to  his  superiors.  A  new  commission  to 
Washington,  in  the  person  of  Colonel  Hayne,  was  the  con- 
sequeuce,  but  the  President  refused  to  receive  or  treat  with 
him  officially.  Senators  of  nine  cotton  States,  however, 
with  Jefferson  Davis  at  the  head,  prevailed  upon  the  head- 
strong Pickeus  to  let  his  new  demand  go  nonsuited ;  and  by 
their  cooler  management  a  back-handed  truce  such  as  we 
have  described  was  arranged  with  the  President  respecting 
Charleston  harbor;  aud  Anderson,  who,  though  a  Ken- 
tuckian  and  an  honorable  officer,  had  been  treated  of  late 
by  the  Palmetto  authorities  as  a  public  enemy,  was  allowed 
access  to  the  Charleston  markets,  which  had  been  denied 
him,  for  fuel  and  fresh  provisions.  A  similar  arrangement 
of  status  quo  was  effected,  through  Hunter  and  Slidell,  with 
reference  to  Fort  Pickens,  at  Pensacola,  which  the  brave 
Lieutenant  Slemmer  had  refused  to  surrender ;  and  this  place, 
as  mutually  agreed  upon,  our  government  supplied  with  vict- 
uals.* 

Other  cotton  States  than  South  Carolina  had  before  this 


*  See  2  Curtis's  Buchanan,  c.  22,  which  replies  to  some  of  General 
Scott's  strictures  regarding  these  humiliating  arrangements.  The  fact 
of  such  a  "  qualified  armistice "  at  Charleston  and  Pensacola  is  clearl^^ 
admitted;  but  on  Buchanan's  part  it  is  claimed  that  Scott,  an  well  as 
Secretaries  Holt  and  Toucey,  know  of  the  arrangements  and  approved 
them  verbally.  A  letter  from  Holt  in  New  York  Tribune,  March  7, 1861, 
describes  the  efforts  made  to  reinforce  Fort  Sumter,  which  he  considered 
as  the  most  responsible  act  of  the  War  Department  while  he  was  Secre- 
tary. 
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resolved  tliemselves  out  of  the  Union,— States,  all  but  on 

of  tbem,  which  bad  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  original  c^»-  -^^^ 

pact  of  the  Conetituttonj  bnt  bad  aJJ  been  erec!Z^»cttd 
Jftouiiy.  ^^^  ^^  nationai  territxJiy.      During  tbe  montli^     ii  ^ 

January  tbere  werti  five  of  these  formal  atcet*sl<^:^on*, 
MiaeiaaipiH,  Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Louit^iana^  eael^l^^  tn 
turn  pa^Bcd  its  oidiuance,  h€^et\  upon  that  of  South  Ca^  -aro- 
lina.  In  all  of  these  States  the  fientiment  to  take  im^  ^rn me- 
diate advantage,  without  waiting  for  a  new  adntiui^traV^  ^*tkm 
or  its  overtures,  was  strong  and  irreeistible,  and  a  propc^-^osal 
made  in  the  Georgia  convention  for  delay  untO  the  thirczi^d  ^^ 
March  was  voted  down.^  ^M 

Following   so   nearly  unanimous  an  expreasion   in  ih    ^'*** 
first  six  States  U*  dissolve  the  bonds  of  the  old  Fed* 
Union,  was  the  impulse  to  seize   aud  appropriate  tbe  pu 
property  of  the  United  States  nndefended  and  within  i 

reach.      Forts,    arsenals,    the   nvv   custom-hou^^*Js*** 
K*b"u^i7i>*  Charleston  and  New  Orleans  upon  which  \nw^ — ^iaJr 

sums  had  been  so  lately  expended,  tbe  mint,  ^T^loo* 
at  the  Crescent  city^  with  its  large  treasure  of  public  moi — "^^ley, 
— all  these  were  occupied  one  after  another,  as  within  ji^^^ris- 
dietion  of  tbe  secediug  State,  and  hrld  without  resisl^x^^w*^. 
By  February  1st  the  Mississippi  was  essentially  closed  a^M^its 
entrance  to  the  great  tier  of  flourishing  Northwestern  Sta^     — tea, 

and  the  general  government  maintained  its  authority  a] ^Qg 

the  seceding  coast  only  at  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens.  JHEi- 
cept  for  this  latter  stronghold,  Pensacola  was  basely  strips  P^ 
of  its  defences  by  the  men  who  should  have  guarded  tlv-'^'D* 
Some  Southern  officers  of  the  navy  mailed  their  resignat^^os 

to  Washington,  and  simultaneously  led  an  atC:^-^^ 
'^l^w'^  of  Florida  troops  upon  the  navy  yard  of  that  pi  ^^' 

Commodore  Armstrong  basely  sun*endered  at  tJ^cir 
demand;  and,  more   basely  still.   Secretary  Toucey,  m^f^^ 

•  The  Florida  convention  met  January  3 ;  those  respectively  of  -^^ 
baina  and  Mississippi,  January  7 ;  that  of  Georgia,  January  16 ;  and  ^^ 
of  Ijiiuisiana,  January  23.  Mississippi  passed  the  ordinance  of  sece^sioo 
on  the  9th.  I>y  H4  to  15;  Florida,  on  the  10th,  by  62  to  7;  Alabam** «" 
the  nth.  by  til  to  11 ;  Georgia,  on  the  19th,  by  206  to  89;  Looisiaiis,  <» 
the26th,  by  113tol7. 
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receiving  news  of  this  surrender,  accepted  the  resignations 
which  had  been  forwarded  to  him,  instead  of  dishonoring 
the  officers  who  had  thrown  up  the  service  with  all  the  insult 
and  parade  they  could  muster.  The  War  Department  was 
managed  differently.  Texas,  on  the  Ist  of  February,  passed 
a  secession  ordinance,*  subject  to  a  vote  of  the  ])eople; 
and  Major-Gen eral  Twiggs,  who  commanded  the  United 
States  troops  in  that  department,  soon  proceeded  to  turn 
over  the  military  property  to  the  State  authorities.  Twiggs 
was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  trusted  officers  of 
the  service ;  and  when  the  intelligence  of  this  mis- 
conduct came  to  hand,  his  name  was  struck  in  disgrace 
from  the  army  rolls. f 

A  crowning  motive,  no  doubt,  for  the  status  quo  arrange- 
ment was,  on  Buchanan's  side,  to  stave  off  the  shock  of 
civil  war  until  he  was  fairly  out  of  office ;  while  Davis  and 
his  associates  were  equally  anxious  that  the  new  Southern 
Confederacy  should  take  the  military  direction,  and  the 
delicate  question  of  transferring  the  forts,  into  its  own 
keeping.  As  a  makeweight  might  be  thrown  in  the  efforts, 
headed  by  Virginia,  of  which  we  shall  presently  spetik,  to 
make  such  terms  for  slavery  as  would  preserve  the  Union 
longer.  South  Carolina  had  led  off,  at  the  time  of  her 
secession,  in  the  effort  to  form  a  confederate  government 
of  slaveholding  States;  and  to  this  consummation  events 
speedily  tended.  Delegates  from  the  six  seceding  States 
met  on  the  4th  of  February  at  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama,  in  a  "  Southern  Congress,"  over  which 
Howell  Cobb  was  chosen  to  preside.  A  constitution  for  the 
"  provisional  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica" was  on  the  8th  of  the  month  adopted,  to  continue  for 
one  year  from  the  inauguration  of  a  President,  unless  super- 

*  By  166  to  7.  This  ordinance  provided  that  secession  should  not  take 
effect  until  March. 

t  Secretary  Toucey  was  censured  by  the  House  at  this  session  for  ac- 
cepting the  resignations  of  naval  officers  whose  conduct  was  known  to 
be  traitorous.  But  Toucey  followed  the  example  of  his  chief,  whose 
feeble  poUtics  for  this  emergency  were  his  own. 


480      HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.    CHAP.  XXII. 

seded  aooner  by  the  adoption  of  a  permauent  charter- 
Slave  States  refusing  thU  alliance  were  threatened  with  a 
losa  of  slave  traffic,     Tlie  new  Congress  was  empowered  to 

collect  ull  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  needful  for 
revenue,  all  duties  to  be  uniform  throughout  the  Confed- 
eracy. And  all  matters,  in  fine,  relating  to  public  property 
and  the  public  debt  were  to  be  adjusted  ^*  upon  principles 
of  light,  justice,  equity,  and  good  faith"  between  the  States 
leagued  into  this  new  membership  *'  and  their  late  confed- 
erates of  tbe  United  States/*  Peaceable  secession  iras  the 
experiment  proposed  by  the  new  Confederacy,  against  the 
precipitate  zeal  of  South  Carolina ;  and  among  its  earliest  acts 
of  legialutiou  was  one  which  titok  into  its  own  charge  all 
iiuestiona  with  tbe  United  States  relating  to  tbe  occupation 
of  forts  and  other  public  establishments** 

On  the  same  day  that  thit*  provisionid  government  was 
adopted,  Jefferson  Davis  whose  brain  had  shaped  ont  tbe  new 
concert  of  States,  was  chosen  President,  anti  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  Vice-President  of  the  new  Confederacy,  Both 
were  elected  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  tbe  Congress;  and 
on  the  18th  of  February — the  Vice-President  having  taken 
the  oath  a  week  earlier — Da\Tis  was  inaugurated  Chief  Exec- 
utive at  Montgomery,  delivering  a  calm  address  which  flat- 
tered the  idea  that  a  confederacy  of  planters  should  stand 
disconnected  from  communities  engaged  in  commerce  and 
manufactures.  His  Cabinet  was  organized  immediately 
after.  This  provisional  government,  as  it  styled  itself,  wag 
in  reality  an  oligarchy  or  military  despotism.  For  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Montgomery  Congress  derived  their  authority 
from  conventions  rather  than  the  people  of  the  seceding 
States  ;  and,  adopting  a  provisional  framework  and  choosing 
a  provisional  Executive,  these  delegates  took  the  leadership 
and  actual  incorporation  of  the  Confederacy  into  their  own 
hands  in  a  monopolizing  spirit.  The  Continental  Congress 
of  1775  had  used  less  liberties  with  the  people  of  the  several 
States  that  they  represented.f 

*  See  more  fully,  vol.  vi.  c.  1,  section  iii. 

t  Stephens  relates  in  1862  that  the  provisional  goyenunent  had  thought 
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Stephens,  the  Vice-President,  assumed  the  responsibilities 
f  confederate  station  in  a  very  different  temper  from  his 
igh-spirited  chieftain,  having  beeo  chosen  the  more  readily 
>r  his  very  reluctance.  He  stood  for  a  type  of  Southern 
tatesmen  whose  Hngering  love  was  for  the  Union,  but 
ho,  against  their  clearest  convictions  of  policy,  were  drawn 
I  to  the  vortex  of  secession  by  a  certain  fatalism  and  a 
snse  of  fidelity  to  Southern  institutions.  Out  of  politics 
*oiii  his  own  choice,  and  philosophizing  at  his  *'  Liberty 
[all  '*  in  a  small  and  dilapidated  Georgia  town,  with  dogs 
ad  the  young  men  he  befriended  to  bear  him  company,  this 
achelor  read  the  political  signs  with  remarkable  accuracy. 
le  had  regretted  the  Democratic  scliism  at  Charleston,  and 
ngured  its  evil  consequences.  South  Carolina's  secession 
nd  '* declaration  of  causes''  he  looked  upon  as  showing 
hat  no  redress  of  grievances  would  pacify  her.  Poisoned, 
ike  most  of  liis  section,  with  the  Calhoun  heresy  that  a  State 
lad  the  right  to  secede,  Stephens  nevertheless  believed  that 
he  only  cause  of  complaint  which  the  South  had  against  the 
^orth  was  the  personal  liberty  bills, — all  other  complaints 
)eing  founded  in  threatened  dangers  which  might  never  come. 
[f  there  were  abolitionists  who  would  use  a  Republican  vic- 
x>ry  against  slave  institutions,  yet  by  wise  counsel  they 
;ould  be  kept  back,  as  they  had  been  in  former  years,  and 
sound,  constitutional  men  of  the  North  would  always  be 
found  to  unite  with  the  South  to  keep  them  in  a  minority. 
'The  truth  is,"  he  wrote,  *'the  South,  almost  to  a  man, 
las  voted,  I  think,  for  every  measure  of  general  legislation 
Lhat  has  passed  both  Houses  and  become  law  for  the  last 
ten  years.  Indeed,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  South  has 
controlled  the  government  in  its  every  im(K)rtant  action  from 
the  beginning.'** 


of  him  (but  he  refused)  and  of  Toombs  for  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  that  neither  the  Mississippi  delejy^ates  nor  Davis 
himself  wished  the  honor  as  Congress  assigned  it ;  for  Davis's  ambition 
was,  instead,  to  be  commander-in-chief.  Johnston's  Life  of  A.  H.  8t^ 
phens,  380. 
*  Johnston's  A.  H.  Stephens,  375,  376. 
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Abraham  LIdcoIq,  who  sc&DDed  well  the  situation  from  his 
diBtnDt  home,  was  uot  uDmindfuI  of  btBold  Whig  frieodships 
with  Southern  state**ine».  StepheuB,  on  the  HUi  of  Novem- 
ber, had  made  a  remarkable  speech  at  Milledgeviiie,  which 
argued  with  great  force  thitt  Uucoln^s  election  was  no  >uffl- 
cient  cause  for  sece^^sion.  Northern  men,  all  too  sanguine, 
thought  for  a  time  that  this  speech  had  given  the  quietus  to 
secession  iu  that  quarter;  though  Stephens,  with  fatal  ia- 
consistency,  approveii  in  it  the  call  for  a  Slate  convt  ntion, 
aad  stood  for  a  candidate,  Procuiing  a  revised  copy  of  this 
speech,  which  wiis  courteously  transmitted,  Lincoln  inquired 
in  a  private  letter,*  **  Do  the  people  of  the  South  really  en- 
tertain fears  that  a  Ropublican  administration  would,  direct] jr 
or  indirectly,  interfere  with  the  shues,  oi-  with  them  about 
the  slaves?  If  they  do,  I  wish  to  assure  you,  as  once  a 
frienti,  unt\  still,  I  hope,  not  nn  enemy,  that  thero  is  no 
cause  for  such  fears.  ,  .  ,  1  suppose,  however,  that  does  not 
meet  the  case.  You  think  slavery  is  right  ami  ought  to  be 
extended;  »'hile  we  think  it  is  wrong  and  ought  to  be  abol-* 
ishetl.**  To  thi«  frank  assurance  and  equally  frank  state- 
ment of  the  point  of  difference  between  the  sections,  Stephens 
replie<l  f  with  equal  candor  and  personal  friendliness.  The 
South,  he  did  not  think,  was  apprehensive  of  actual  inter- 
ference, but  its  pride  was  touched  at  being  placed  under  the 
ban  of  moral  agitation. 

Vainly,  indeed,  do  we  plan  with  confidence  that  they  who 
opposed  will  yield  from  motives  of  prudence  and  clear  self- 
interest  ;  forgetting  that  pride  and  passionate  ambition  force 
their  way,  when  the  blood  is  up,  heedless  of  all  intelligent 
restraint.  Nothing  was  surer,  as  events  proved,  than  that 
slavery's  strongest  security  lay  in  Northern  forbearance  and 
the  respect  which  was  felt  by  the  free  State  majority  for  the 
fundaments  of  a  written  Constitution   almost   unalterable; 

*  This  letter  was  dated  December  22, 1800,  and  Stephens  never  disclosed 
its  existence  until  after  President  Lincoln's  death.  Johnston's  Stephens, 
Wl. 

t  December  30, 1860.    Ibid. 
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it  was  this  which  sustained  the  power  to  oppress  in  the 
United  States  against  all  enlightenment  of  the  age.  Tet 
leaders,  reckless  as  to  drawing  the  sword  of  civil  war,  be- 
lieved they  could  brave  the  world's  opinion  more  sturdily 
alone ;  and  followers,  too  proud  to  rest  upon  the  guarantees 
that  the  Constitution  gave  them  already,  would  listen  to 
nothing  unless  the  victorious  surrendered  the  principles  they 
had  contended  for  to  make  those  guarantees  stronger. 

Such  was  the  State  of  Southern  feeling  under  which  the 
^^  peace  convention,"  so-called,  began  its  deliberations  at 
Washington  on  the  very  day  that  the  Southern  February 
Confederate  Congi*ess  at  Montgomery  came  to-  '*-27. 
gether.  Virginia  instituted  this  convention  with  an  honor- 
able and  beneficent  purpose,  no  doubt,  but  under  an  exag- 
gerated impression  of  her  own  importance  to  either  section, 
and  of  the  influence  she  was  capable  of  exerting  in  the  im- 
pending crisis.  Vainglorious  still,  and  practising  her  atti- 
tudes, she  imagined  herself  the  mediator  of  the  whole  Union, 
prescribing  sacrifices  which  necessarily  involved  the  surren- 
der of  the  majority  and  the  reversal  of  a  popular  verdict 
rendered  at  the  polls.  The  general  assembly  of  this  State 
had  coupled  its  national  invitation  with  efforts,  through 
special  commissioners,  to  induce  the  seceding  States  on  one 
side,  and  Buchanan's  administration  on  the  other,  to  abstain 
from  all  collision  of  arms  while  the  convention  remained  in 
session.  This  meant,  from  a  loyal  point  of  view,  that  the 
rightful  exercise  of  national  authority  must  be  suspended  at 
a  critical  moment ;  and  the  President,  in  fact,  demurring  at 
such  a  responsibility  on  his  part,  shuffled  it  upon  Congress, 
by  submitting  the  Virginia  resolutions  to  that  body  with  his 
recommendation.*  Congress  had  been  energizing  in  its  own 
way  on  the  subject  of  sectional  concessions,  with  little  suc- 
cess, and  it  apprehended  no  more  prosperous  issue  from 
an  external  body  of  delegates  assembled  to  consult  and 
interfere.  Neither  House  referred  the  Virginia  resolutions 
to  a  committee,  nor  even  ordered  them  printed.     The  pro- 

*  See  President's  message,  January  28, 1861. 
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oven ti on  wa^  left  to  it«  own  litisanctlont^d  L^ourbv, 
ite  time  thut  the  qualified  truce  at  Charleaton  juul 
I,  of  whicb  we  have  spokcu,  was  partly  kept  ttp  to 
liberations** 

useless  to  expect  much  from  Bueh  an  aB^emlilagti 
mr,  though  touched  off  with  epccioue  and  gUtt«ring 
ibont  the  glorious  nit^uioriei*  of  the  past.  Virgioia 
:  occupied  her  proud  historical  position  iu  the  Union 

—^*—  '^-""    "  **" "ongciit  in  numhers  as  well  ae 

ff  *  Jiot  tlrat  or  tlie  old  tbiitccn^  hut  tiflb  amoug 

irty  e,  her  statesmen  had  de^eue rated  like  the  (quality 
vk  lier  oiiaabitants  j  the  old  Dominion  of  WnsUington,  Hcnrjs 
and  Jefferson,  luad  far  surpaHsed  that  of  Mntion,  Wise,  and 
Hunter.  What  courirte  Virginia  might  take  in  Ihc  npj)ix*acb- 
ing  iitruggle  for  UJitioual  supremacy  was  certainly  of  groat  mo- 
ment to  the  rcbt  of  the  lluion,  ami  of  infinitely  greater 
moment  to  herself.  Hut  it  washer  local  position  on  tlie  out- 
skirts of  the  shive  sectifni,  nnd  the  iufiucnce  wliich  she 
might  exert  on  the  other  border  States,  still  in  suspense  like 
herself,  which  gave  to  her  present  action  the  chief  import- 
ance. She  afforded  no  assurance  to  the  free  States  that 
any  measures  she  might  originate  would  bring  back  the  se- 
ceding States,  and  in  point  of  fact  no  one  of  those  States 
was  represented  at  this  conference.  Nor  did  the  central 
figure  of  this  peace  movement  and  convention,  John  Tyler, 
contribute  strength,  in  the  estimation  of  cool  citizens  of  the 
North,  who  had,  what  masses  of  the  people  so  rarely  possess, 
a  memory,  and  the  conviction  joined  to  it  that  character 
once  formed  seldom  changes.  That  peace  convention  was 
a  Tyler  emanation ;  and  the  fickle  ex-Piesident,  in  pro- 
posing the  plan,  kept  in  view,  as  he  had  done  in  all  plans, 
the  gain  of  the  section  to  which  he  was  partial.f 

*  See  page  482. 

t  See  2  Tyler's  Tylers,  579.  The  programme  which  Tyler  axmouioed 
in  an  open  letter  of  January  17th  embraced  theee  alternatives  as  the  le- 
suit  of  such  a  convention:  (1)  to  incorporate  anew  agreement  into  the 
present  Constitution,  or  else  (2)  for  the  South  to  take  the  Constitutioo, 
with  such  changes  as  pleased  slavery,  and  to  reconstruct  the  Union  V7 
drawing  other  States  into  it.    To  this  programme  he  adhered. 
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'yler,  as  a  matter  of  course,  was  chosen  to  preside  over 
convention;  and  with  his  canning,  tact,  and  suavity, 
manipulated  the  Union  sentiment  about  him,  while  he 
t  prjring  and  mousing  to  prevent  the  national  defences 
Q  being  strengthened  in  any  direction.*  The  improvised 
gress  sat  with  closed  doors,  like  its  continental  proto- 
i,  seven  Southern  and  thirteen  Northern  States  being 
esented  in  it,  and  border  delegates,  such  as  Guthrie,  of 
tucky,  taking  the  laboring  oar.  Sessions  were  held  in 
hall  adjoining  WiIIard*s  hotel.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  firm 
unyielding,  was  the  strongest  exponent  of  Republican 
iment  in  that  body ;  and  from  Massachusetts  and  some 
T  States  came  delegates  of  the  same  uncompromising 
dption.  On  the  27th  of  February  the  bare  majority 
ed  upon  a  ''  plan  of  adjustment,"  which  involved  prin- 
ts about  the  same  as  had  been  already  pending  before 
gress  in  the  Crittenden  efforts,  of  which  we  shall  speak 
ently.  But  with  no  dear  approach  to  unanimity,  noth- 
was  likely  to  avail ;  ''the  Constitution  must  be  main- 
sd  as  it  is,"  was  the  only  alternative  to  which  Republican 
gates  would  commit  themselves.  All  efforts  to  prejudice 
:  position,  whether  to  let  Southern  States  go  or  to  coerce 
1  into  submission,  were  in  vain.  Although  the  work  of 
secret  body  was  still  to  be  passed  upon  by  Congress, 
)r  came  immediately  back  to  Virginia,  and  on  the  steps 
Richmond  hotel,  the  very  next  day,  he  repudiated  all 
rts  to  preserve  the  Union  as  vain  and  impracticable, 
hing  remained,  he  said,  but  for  Virginia  to  act  quickly 
secede  in  the  exercise  of  her  sovereignty  ;  and  in  such  a 
le  of  mind  he  entered  the  State  convention  to  spur  on 

lee  Tyler's  Tylers,  c.  20;  2  Curtis's  Buchanan.  Tyler  is  seen  trying 
to  get  Major  Anderson's  garrison  withdra^m  from  Port  Sumter: 
tailing,  he  gently  and  diplomatically  assists  the  status  qxto,  and  ad- 

the  Montgomery  government  to  send  on  commissioners  to  treat  for 
Ic  property  and  forts.      He  objected  to  having  guns  placed  in  For- 

Monroe,  and  to  the  troops  which  by  February  began  to  arrive  for 
lefence  of  the  capital. 

le  Virginia  delegates  in  this  convention  tried  in  vain  to  have  aoiiie 
ttation  made  against  State  coercion. 
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hia  cooimotiwealth  to  disloyalty.'  Tyler'a  Tece«r  of  Tiiion- 
Um,  supposing  it  genuine,  was  of  ibe  tbiuacst  possible  de- 
scripUon, 


opp«s| 


The  members  of  the  Peace  Conference  found 
tunity  to  make  a  formal  call  upon  Abraham  Lincoln  before 
their  Bcssions  were  eude<l ;  and  bis  Jocular  comnieuts  upon 
the  height  and  size  of  those  who  were  lutrof^Liced  to  iiizDt 
by  which  he  parriyd  all  diasertation  upon  the  atal^  t^ftbe 
Union,  were  a  new  source  of  disgust  to  tbose  polisbidpft* 
tiicians  who^  like  Tyler,  could  see  in  the  coming  mnn  odIj 
one  of  their  mean  white  trash  and  a  renegade,  t  Li*aving 
his  XlUnoiB  borne  nnd  his  neighbors  on  the  11th  of  Fdiruai^i 
the  President-elect  travell<*d  towards  Washington  by  w*j*^ 
IndianaiK>lis,  Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  HtiffaK  AHmoy,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia.  His  brief  speeches  upon  tl»e)<'UTiifj 
gave  no  explicit  statement  of  the  i>oUcy  be  pro|xi«oti  to 
pursue,  beyond  the  general  afflrmalion  that  he  meant  U>  \ie  jnM 
to  every  section,  and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  the  Unii^n. 
At  Philadelphia,  on  the  Washington's  binhdn;/ 
celebration,  he  hoisted  the  stars  and  fitripfsotef  | 
the  old  Hall  of  Independence  in  presence  of  a  large  con- 
course,  *'  There  will  be  no  blood  shed,"  said  he,  *'  unless  il 
bo  forced  upon  the  government-,  and  then  it  will  be  com- 
pelled to  act  in  self-defence."  After  this  last  striking  att^^ 
ance  of  his  journey,  he  proceeded  to  Harrbburg,  where  he 
arrived  the  same  afternoon,  having  arranged  to  proceetUb* 
next  day  to  Bfillimore*  But  being  informed  that  plots  wert 
laid  in  the  Iatt(*r  city  to  prevent  his  inauguration,  and  th** 
bis  life  was  m  danger,  he  yielded  to  advice  from  higl" 
quarters,  and,  changing  his  programme,  returned  secrellj" 
after  dark  to  Fbiladelpbiaf  whence  hia  «leeping-car,  attacheJ 
to  the  midnight  express  train,  was  borne  safely  to  Wash- 
ington, where,  to  the  surprise  of  the  country  and  the  kM 
of  all  loyal  people,  Lincoln  arrived  at  early  dawn  of  th* 


•  2  Tyler'B  Tylen,  c,  21. 
1 2  lb,  615. 
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,  Seward  and  a  confidential  friend  meeting  him  at  the 
ot.* 

lie  count  by  Congress  of  the  electoral  votes  had  already 
le  peaceably  off  on  the  13th  of  February ;  and  contrary 
lie  wild  rumors  of  the  winter  that  disunion  would  force 
issue  upon  technical  formalities,  the  two  Houses  met 
r  the  usual  mode,  tellers  counted  the  votes,  and  Breck- 
ige,  the  Vice-President,  calmly  announced  the  result, 
formal  title  of  the  Republican  candidates  to  the  two 
f  offices  was  complete  and  undisputedf 

rhat  wild  ideas  had  chased  one  another  at  the  capital 
winter, — alarms  of  violence,  and  inventions  to  avert  it. 
s  and  conspiracies  were  rife  to  seize  the  capital,  pre- 
b  an  inauguration,  and  hold  the  public  buildings  and 
sure  in  trust  for  secession;  Baltimore  and  Richmond 
s  the  chief  headquarters  of  such  schemes,  but  Lincoln's 
iral,  and  the  careful  military  preparations  of  General 
It,  whose  troops  were  coming  in  through  February, 
le  conspirators  afraid.  Washington  and  its  departments 
e  full  of  men  drawing  their  support  from  the  govern- 
t,  who  were  in  active  sympathy  and  communication 
I  the  secessionists.  Strange  proposals,  too,  were  made 
pacifying.     One  was  that  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  should 

Tor  important  and  interesting  narratiyes  of  this  unexpected  night 
ley,  see  2  Seward's  Life,  c.  64 ;  36  Century  Magazine,  268,  and  cita- 
,;  S.  M.  Felton's  statement  in  W.  Schouler's  Massachusetts  in  the 
I  War,  69.  The  note  of  warning  from  General  Scott  amd  Senator 
ird  was  borne  to  Philadelphia  by  the  latter's  son,  Frederick  W. 
urd,  who  found  Lincoki  already  apprised  of  his  danger  from  another 
:e.  Cars  at  this  time  were  drawn  by  horses  across  the  city  of  Balti- 
),  and  the  danger  incurred  by  those  who  had  to  make  their  way  from 
lepot  to  another  through  the  streets  of  a  populous  quarter  was  shown 
le  experience  of  the  6th  Massachusetts  Volunteers  in  the  following 
1.  To  say  nothing  of  plots  for  capturing  the  President-elect,  prevent- 
lis  inauguration,  and  perhaps  assassination,  there  was  serious  danger, 
time  of  intense  political  excitement  like  this,  from  the  rough  and 
ly  elements  of  a  Baltimore  mob.  Lincoln's  life  at  such  a  time  was 
aluable  to  the  Union  for  him  to  put  it  in  needless  jeopardy,  after 
lings  so  serious  had  reached  him. 
/ongiewional  Globe. 
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resign  and  let  conservatives  fill  their  places ;  another,  more 
reasonable,  that  the  new  President  should  take  Crittendeo, 
Bell,  Everett,  and  others  of  that  stamp,  to  dominate  in  ius 
cabinet.*  It  was  felt,  now  that  the  cotton  States  had  gone, 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  retain  those  of  the  slare 
border ;  yet  when  it  came  to  discussing  terms  of  coDcilia- 
tion,  progress  was  found  impossible. 

Amid  all  speculations  the  great  body  of  our  loyal  people 
waited  for  statesmen  to  work  out  some  heroic  escape  from 
the  danger ;  slow,  like  every  community,  to  recognize  that 
the  only  remedy  lay  with  themselves.  While  the  South 
armed  for  defence,  the  North  bought  scarce  a  musket,  and 
realized  little  that  a  deadly  strife  was  approaching.  Even 
in  Free-Soil  Massachusetts,  where  the  philanthropic  John  A. 
Andrew  gained  in  January  the  governor's  chair,  wise  fore- 
sight was  widely  ridiculed  as  folly  by  men  of  his  own  party, 
when  he  placed  the  militia  on  a  footing  to  meet  the  coming 
emergency  of  civil  war.f 

Lincoln  had  been  engaged  in  making  up  his  cabinet,  and 
while  disposed  to  strengthen  it,  as  he  might,  from  the  border 
States,  he  chose  the  two  recognized  leaders  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  Seward  and  Chase,  for  the  chief  posts.  The 
former,  whom  he  honored  above  all  others  of  his  disappointed 
rivals,  had  accepted  the  premiership,  and  gave  his  vhole 
efforts  in  Congress  to  making  the  way  smooth  for  the  en- 
trance of  the  new  administration.  The  latter,  uneertiiin 
whether  to  exchange  the  senatorship  which  awaited  him  for 
a  cabinet  position,  was  needlessly  fearful  that  Seward,  and 
the  new  President  as  well,  would  consent  to  some  new  com- 
promise, like  that  which  Crittenden  proposed,  for  restoring 
the  line  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  In  this  fear  he  wrote 
Seward  anxiously,  upon  learning  that  the  latter  was  to  make 
a  speech  in  .Tannary  in  the  Senate  chamber.};  Chase's  stem 
motto  for  the  times  was,   *'  inauguration    first,    adjustmint 

*  See,  in  2  J  J.  Crittenden,  219,  General  Scott's  letter  in  favor  of  snch 
a  course, 
t  W.  Schouler's  Massachusetts  In  the  Civil  War,  c.  1. 

I  Schuckens' Cha.so,  *_'()L'.     See  Final  Notes. 
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afterwards."  But  Seward,  with  his  hopeful,  optimistic 
spirit,  willing  to  soothe  the  enmities  of  brethren 
by  every  means  short  of  a  sacrifice  of  principle,  ^^' 
believed  much  in  kind  and  fraternal  exhortation  at  this 
critical  season.  Both  he  and  his  chief  political  friends  felt 
the  need  of  something  different  in  their  triumphant  party 
from  ^^  brandishing  the  lance  and  shoutiug  for  war."  *  And 
less  inclined  to  the  radical  abolitionists,  who  were  the  old 
enemies  of  the  Whigs,  they  desired  the  Northern  people  to 
keep  clearly  in  the  right,  so  that  when  the  shock  came  it 
would  be  said  that  rebellion  was  without  excuse ;  and  so, 
too,  as  to  draw  over  and  gain  the  whole  conservative  Union 
element  in  the  North,  Democrats  included,  whose  diversion 
would  be  essential  to  ultimate  success. 

But  Seward  was  not  for  moral  concessions  to  the  South 
such  as  he  had  consistently  opposed  all  his  life.  ^'  There 
is  no  fear  of  any  compromise  of  principle  or  advantage  of 
freedom,"  he  wrote  home.  "  If  there  is  such  a  one,  which 
I  do  not  expect,  I  shall  be  no  party  to  it."t  Furthermore, 
as  he  pointed  out  to  friends  who  inclined  to  the  plans  of  an 
immediate  convention,  there  was  no  possible  opportunity  to 
put  the  slow  machinery  of  constitutional  amendment  in  oper- 
ation in  season  to  arrest  the  Southern  secession ;  no  amend- 
ment satisfactory  to  the  South  could  gain  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses,  nor  could  Congress  initiate  a  general  convention. 
But  the  suggestion  for  a  convention  some  years  hence,  when 
the  storm  had  subsided,  he  thought  might  have  a  good  effect 
on  the  border  States ;  and,  above  all,  he  believed  that  polit- 
ical opponents  should  be  met  with  a  disposition,  not  sullen 
and  silent  as  the  last  year,  but  respectful  and  fraternizing, — 
rallying  the  whole  people  round  the  flag,  and  pointing  to 
anion  and  harmony  as  the  omens  for  the  hour.^ 

An  eloquent  speech  on  the  1 2th  of  January — far  differ- 
ent from  any  other  of  this  important  session  V>y  Repub- 
licans, save  that  of  his  colleague,  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

•  See  2  Weed's  Memoirs,  c.  22. 
t  2  Seward,  488,  489. 
I  2  Seward's  Life,  c.  52. 
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in  the  House — was  the  fruit  of  these  convictions.  The 
new  Senate  chamber  was  crowded  to  suffocation  to  hear 
bim;  Southein  men  lisli^ni^d  iiitensdy,  and  liumlred&  c^me 
over  from  Baltimore  to  swell  tht;  audience,  CrittendeuT  wUo 
sat  immeUiatelj  before  him,  was  bo  overcome  at  portioas  of 
the  speech  that  he  bowed  his  white  head  and  wept*  Sew&ni 
made  adherence  to  the  Union  the  strongeet  duty  of  the 
hour.  We  could  not  save  it  by  mutual  recriminations,  nor 
by  compromises,  nor  by  *^some  cunning  and  insincere  com- 
pact of  pacification;'*  dissolution  was  ''for  the  people  of 
this  country  perpetual  civil  war;"  *^  freedom  would  be 
saved  with  the  Union,  and  could  not  be  savtd  without  iU" 
There  were  many  at  this  time  at  the  North,*  not  among  the 
abolition ista  alone,  but  among  trusted  journalists  and  lead- 
ers of  the  Republican  cause,  who  had  alrt*ady  bL*en  counsel- 
ling  that  it  was  better  to  let  the  slave  States  secede  and 
prove  their  own  incapacity  to  stand  alon^*.  Sowurd's  eSort^ 
aided  in  urrcbting  this  triKlency  and  turuiug:  llie  loyal  public 
mind  to  the  impressive  fact  that  the  cjuestion  of  slavery 
extension  ended  with  the  election  of  18G0,  and  that  the 
inevitable  issue  must  now  be  the  salvation  of  the  Union 
under  that  change  of  condition. 

That  same  spirit  of  kindness  and  conciliation — tbc  same 
which  Lincoln  adopted,  a  few  weeks  after,  in  as  beautiful 
and  touching  an  inaugural  address  as  ever  was  penned — wwa  * 

all  that  the  incoming  administration  could  subetuitially 
offer  to  solve  the  present  troubles.     Chase  was  right  in  his  ^ 

view  of  the  situation,  so  far  as  legal  conclusions  went;  but  « 

Seward,  neither  bold  nor  defiant,  who  pushed  oonoeasion  to  ^ 

the  verge,  not  forgetting  that  he  was  a  Republican,  showed  i 

the  better  temper  for  uniting  the  loyal  resouroes,  all  need- 
ful for  the  impending  struggle.  A  colloquy  arising  in  the  ^ 
Senate,  in  which  lie  was  charged  with  recommending  ^*  btttde  ^ 
and  bloodshed  to  restore  the  Union,"  he  responded,  **  not  ^ 
to  restore,  but  to  preserve."  It  was  that  same  magnanimoas  ' 
and  forbearing  temper — with  malice  towards  ncNM,  with 

•  2  Seward's  Life,  c.  62. 
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charity  for  all — by  which  Lincoln  afterwards  carried  the 
people  from  stage  to  stage  of  a  gigantic  conflict,  until  it 
cnlminkted  in  successful  revolution. 

These  last  three  months  were  swelling  ones,  every  day 
crowded  with  life  and  speculation.  The  chasm  of  disunion 
widened  more  and  more,  and  loyal  people  of  the  North 
were  praying  Congress  to  find  some  way,  tbey  knew  not 
what,  of  closing  it.  Noiihern  agitators  were  hateful  to  the 
sight ;  radical  meetings  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of 
John  Brown's  death  were  violently  suppressed ;  in  Union 
gatherings  the  State  legislature  was  invoked  to  repeal  the 
personal  liberty  act,  which  the  South  had  allied  as  its 
must  palpable  grievance.  Some  fourteen  Northern  States 
were  liable  to  the  complaint  of  passing  such  obnoxious  acts.* 
Rhode  Island  repealed ;  and  could  repeal  have  saved  the 
Union,  it  might,  in  many  other  of  our  Northern  legisla- 
tures at  least,  have  been  carried,  for  moderate  Republicans 
favored  the  idea.f  But  events  moved  rapidly,  and  it  was 
soon  seen  that  the  frenzy  of  secession  could  not  be  arrested 
by  any  such  exhibition  of  generosity!  It  was  the  spirit 
of  moral  disapprobation  which  had  generated  these  personal 
liberty  enactments  that  rankled  in  the  Southern  heart  more 
deeply  than  the  legislation  itself. 

The  time  approached  which  brought  the  triumphant  Re- 
publicans close  to  the  consummation  of  their  victoi-y.  A 
solemn  fast,  proclaimed  by  the  President,  had  been  gener- 
ally observed  on  the  4th  of  January  by  the  free  and  border 

*  According  to  the  address  with  accompanied  South  Carolina's  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  the  States  which  liad  passed  personal  liberty  acts 
were  all  of  New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa. 

t  Banks,  the  retiring  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  who,  after  a  pros- 
perous and  influential  career,  was  about  to  remove  to  Illinois  to  accept 
a  lucrative  situation  as  railway  manager,  set  the  novel  example  of  mak- 
ing a  valedictory  address  to  the  lejrislature,  to  urge  such  a  repeal.  But 
Andrew,  his  successor,  took  contrary  pjound. 

X  Stephens  himself,  who  had  made  the  most  of  this  grievance  in  his 
speeches,  replied  to  Northeni  correspondents  who  proposed  taking  sucl^ 
a  step  that  it  was  too  late.    Stephens's  Life,  370, 
VOL,  v,— 32 
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slave  States,  but  disregarded  at  the  far  South.  Our  present 
interest  centres  in  the  legislation  of  this  short  session  of 
Congress.  Decimated,  in  the  Senate  more  especially,  by 
the  withdrawal  of  Southern  members  who  left  to  Join  tfa^ 
fortunes  of  their  several  States,  the  two  Houses  drew  into 
better  accord  for  asserting  the  principles  which  had  prevailed 
at  the  polls.  Besides  suspending  the  postal  service  in  seced- 
ing States,  three  important  steps  were  taken  in 
•^j^g^"  legislation.  Firsts  Kansas  was  admitted  to  the 
Union  under  its  free  constitution  formed  at  Wyan- 
dotte. The  bill  had  passed  the  House  at  the  former  ses- 
sion, and  the  Senate's  delay  to  concur  had  justified  the 
Republicans,  most  of  all,  during  the  late  Presidential  can- 
vass, in  maintaining  their  territorial  issue  as  a  vital  one. 
There  was,  therefore,  a  certain  dramatic  justice  in  the  final 
spectacle,  when  on  the  21st  of  January,  just  after  the 
Senators  of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  with  Jeffer- 
son Davis  at  the  head,  had  announced  the  secession  of  their 
States  and  their  own  retirement  from  that  body,  Seward 
called  up  the  Blumbering  bill  for  the  lulmissiou  of  Kansas, 
and  it  passed  after  only  the  feeblest  resistimce.*  Presi- 
dent Buchanan  signed  the  1)111  without  delay,!  ^^^^  the  fla<: 
which  Lincoln  raised  over  Independence  Ilall  at  Philadelphia  \ 
contained  a  thirty-fourth  star.  Srrond^  a  new  taiiff  act  in- 
creavSed  the  scale  of  duties  generally  from  five  to  tvii  per  cent, 
and  pleased  Pennsylvania.  But  that  increase  was  mainlv 
for  restoring  conlidence  to  our  desperate  finances.  Already 
had  a  loan  of  twenty-five  millions  been  sanctioned,  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury  ;  §  and  the  new  tariff  blended 
with  its  enhanced  scale  of  duties  a  loan  of  ten  millions  more, 
which  needed  the  pledge  of  additional  revenue  to  induce 
investment.  II      TAm/,  new  territories  were  organized  under 


•  It  passed  by  'M\  to  1(5,  and  the  House  on  the  28th  of  January  concurred 
in  amendments. 

t  Art  Januarv'  2*),  l.S(il,  c.  20. 

X  Supra,  p.  492. 

§  Art  February  28,  1H61,  c.  29. 

1  Act  March  2,  1861,  c.  6S.     See  also  Joint  Resolution  15  of  same  date. 
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yariooB  acts  passed  toward  the  close  of  the  session,  and 
Ck>lorado,  Nevada,  and  Dakota,  were  added  to  the  regions 
already  organized  for  future  States.  Not  a  phrase  appeared 
in  these  enactments  restrictive  of  the  free  energy  which 
reached  out  to  occupy  the  new  regions  of  the  sunset ;  Con- 
gress assumed  its  own  functions  of  supervision,  and  the 
Douglas  dogma  of  option  to  be  admitted  ^'  with  or  without 
slavery"  was  quietly  dropped.* 

But  that  which  this  session  was  chiefly  urged  to  accom- 
plish went  quite  unperformed.  Attempts  to  stay  disunion, 
whether  by  new  concessions  or  by  enforcing  vigorously  the ' 
national  supremacy,  were  negative  and  nerveless.  Congress 
was  all  at  sea,  and  the  two  Houses  divided.  Utter  distrust 
of  the  President  conduced  to  such  a  result ;  for  though  Buch- 
anan by  January  had  stated  to  the  legislature  with  some  coher- 
ency the  true  alternative,  yet  the  doleful  and  despairing  tone 
of  his  recommendations,  and  his  quibbling  demurrer  besides, 
over  the  nght  to  coerce  a  State,  were  deadening  to  all  en- 
eigetic  accumulation  of  force.  No  legislature  will  readily 
invest  an  Executive  with  full  powers  for  forcible  suppression 
who  doubts  his  own  strength  and  the  resources  which  govern- 
ment can  confide  to  him,  and  who  quails  before  rebellions 
opposition. 

Buchanan's  opening  message  had  discoursed  as  though 
the  only  hope  of  saving  the  Union  lay  in  pursuing  the 
South  with  new  guarantees. f  The  patriotic  Crittenden 
lent  the  late  efforts  of  an  honorable  life  to  patching  up  a 
new  plan  under  which  slavery  and  freedom  might  work 
out  their  ambitions  together.  A  Senate  committee  of  thir- 
teen, composed  of  men  of  different  sections  and  politics, 

•  Thirst  for  the  prectons  metals,  in  two  at  least  of  these  territories 
was  the  chief  incentive  to  population.    Colorado  included  parts  of  Kan- 
sas, Nebraska,  and  Eastern  Utah,  and  the  then  famous  mining  region  of 
Pike's  Peak,  cut  off  by  deserts  from  the  more  fertile  States,  was  com- 
prised. 

t  2  Gnrtis's  Buchanan,  419,  contends  that  there  was  all  the  more  reason 
'or  Congress  to  adopt  the  President's  pacifying  suggestions  because  the 
O"  nited  States  government  was  wholly  unprepared  for  civil  war. 
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considered  this  plan  together,  which  drew  the  general  gaze 
of  the  country  as  the  "Crittenden  com  promise.* 
jj^^ij^j. Crittenden,  who  was  ouo  of  the  committee,  sab- 
mittcd  the  soherae  to  his  eolleflgues  on  the  22d 
of  December-  It  offered  guarantees  ngfiine»t  the  arbitrary 
aljolition  by  Congress  of  til  a  very  in  slave  States,  or  in 
plaoes  once  lying  wit  bin  mieh  limits,  such  as  forte,  navy 
yards,  and  the  lessened  area  of  the  capital,  over  which  the 
United  States  gained  exdiie^ive  jurisclicdon  ;  it  restrained 
Federal  interference  with  the  inter-State  transportation  of 
slaves;  it  bound  the  United  States  to  afford  reoompenae 
for  I  he  value  of  fugitive  slaves  where  local  violence  pre- 
vented their  return ;  and  it  earnestly  advised  the  oflFending 
States  of  the  North  to  repeal  severally  tlicir  personal  liberty 
A^tA.  But  its  main  feature  consisted  in  an  attempt  to  restore 
by  like  constitutional  amendment  the  Missouri  compromise 
line,  so  as  to  run  tbe  parallel  of  Sd^  30'  across  the  continent 
as  a  permanent  barrier  of  territorial  demarcation.*  Efforts 
were  made  through  friends  of  the  outgoing  administration 
to  get  the  President-cleet  to  nccede  to  such  a  compromise; 
but  Lincoln,  while  signifying  how  far  he  would  go,  to  Se- 
ward of  this  .committee,  was  wary  of  committing  his  views 
through  any  Democratic  channel. f  With  unerring  sagacity, 
moreover,  he  laid  his  finger  upon  the  weak  spot  of  the  pro- 
posed extension  of  the  parallel, — that  of  leaving  slavery 
propagandiem  still  to  ferment  in  Cuba,  Mexico,  and  the 
region  of  the  isthmus.  ^'I  am  for  no  compromise,"  be 
wrote  in  confidence,  ''which  asserts  or  permits  the  exten- 
sion of  the  institution  in  soQ  owned  by  the  nation.  And 
any  trick  by  which  the  nation  is  to  acquire  territory  and 
then  allow  some  local  authority  to  spread  slavery  over  it 
is  as  noxious  as  any  other."  J     "I  take  it,"  he  adds,  " that 


*  See  2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  c.  13,  and  tbe  yarious  qualifications  ander 
which  Eyerett,  Winthrop,  and  yarious  other  statesmen  of  the  day,  not  in 
actual  seryice,  indorsed  the  plan. 

t  See  2  Curtis' 8  Life  of  Buchanan,  426,  making  mention  of  Dnlf  Grsen'i 
fruitless  mission. 

I  Letter  to  Seward,  2  Seward's  Life,  004. 
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to  effect  some  such  result  as  this  and  put  us  again  on  the 
high  road  to  a  slave  empire,  is  the  object  of  all  these  pro- 
posed compromises."  But  as  to  fugitive  slaves,  slavery  at 
the  capital,  traffic  among  slave  States  and  whatever  else 
sprung  of  necessity  from  the  fact  that  slavery  was  already 
among  us,  he  cared  but  little,  so  that  what  might  be  done 
were  comely  and  not  outrageous.* 

In  the  committee  of  thirteen  not  only  were  all  propo- 
sitions looking  to  a  better  guarantee  on  freedom's  side  set 
aside,  but  the  vital  points  of  the  Crittenden  compromise 
were  voted  down  by  Davis,  Toombs,  and  the  other  seces- 
sion members,  as  well  as  by  Republicans.     Brought  for- 
ward, moreover,  before  any  fort  or  government  property 
had  been  seized,  and  when  no  State  but  South  Carolina  had 
seceded,  the  rapid  progress  of  rebellion,  and  the  refusal  of 
cotton  State  leaders  to  pledge  their  acquiescence,  caused  the 
plan  to  fail,  as  perhaps  it  must  inevitably  have 
done.     Defeated  in  the  committee,  and  by  a  test  j^^^^ 
vote  in  the  Senate,  Crittenden  made  various  efforts 
to  get  his  scheme  in  some  way  submitted  to  a  direct  vote  of 
the  people  ;t  and  finally  laid  hold  of  the  ^' Peace 
Conference  "  plan,  near  the  close  of  the  session  as  ^m^|^S7' 
4t  substitute  for  his  own.     That  plan  improved 
nipon  his  proposed  restoration  of  the  Missouri  line  by  placing 
^  strong  limitation  upon  further  national  expansion.     But 
^ttiiis,  after  all,  bore  but  a  majority  indorsement  from  the  con- 
"■"vention  which  presented  it ;  men  of  the  border  States  turned 
'"'^ristfully  back  to  Crittenden's  original  proposal  in  prefer- 
ence ;  and  while  Northern  men  felt  indifferent  to  the  whole 
^Bcheme,  as  they  perceived  no  hope  that  the  cotton  States 
^Dould  be  won  back  by  it,  Congress  in  the  last  emergency 
^rithheld  its  aid  and  countenance.  J     "  No  compromise  with 

•  2  Seward'8  Life,  504. 

t  2  Cortis's  Buchanan,  431.  All  this  would  baye  been  ineffectual  as  a 
means  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  unless  sanctioned  by  two  thirds 
of  both  HouscB. 

t  Jefferson  Davis,  the  President-elect  of  the  Southern  Confederacy, 

while  on  his  way  to  Montgomery  to  be  inau^rated,  made  a  speech, 

.      February  17,  in  which  he  said:   "If  other  States  join  our  confedera- 
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dialoval  Blavelioldera/'  was  the  final  result  of  i^egntiOD  ;  am 
all  the  discHstijon  of  these  montbsof  writhing  BUBpi^nee  served 
only  to  bridge  a  deep  aad  dangerous  lotervaL* 

One  proposed  amen<lmentt  and  only  one,  was  sent  out  witi 
the  oonatitntional  a»«eDt  of  the  two  Houses,  not,  however, 
as  a  comprombe,  but  u  pledge.  It  originated  in  the  Repi^ 
hentatives*  bmneh,t  and  provided  that  no  amendment  should 
l>e  maiie  to  the  Constitntioii,  antborizing  Congi-ess  to  abol- 
Uh  or  interfere  ^ithia  any  State  with  the  domestic  iustitatioi 
of  slavery-  In  the  present  sentiment  of  the  country,  Re- 
publicans, Democrats,  and  the  great  mass  of  loyal  citizem 
at  the  North,  wei-e  willing  to  be  bound  by  such  an  af^suraDce^ 
band  and  foot  if  need  be,  in  proof  that  they  meant  do  ng- 
gression.  Hut  the  tide  of  events  which  soon  followed  was 
irresistible,  and  the  States  never  acted  upon  the  proposition. 
Congross  had  proposes!  no  amendment  by  its  two-tbii-ds  vol* 
for  nearly  three  score  years;  and,  curious  to  relate,  the  very 
next  which  it  sent  forth  made,  under  God's  providence,  a 
rule  precisely  opposite;  which  latter  amendment^  instead, 
waB  perfected  by  the  States  and  planked  into  the  f undameDUl 
law.  J 

We  were  now  on  the  verge  of  a  terrible  civil  conflict, 
costly  and  sanguinary  as  the  world  ever  knew.  Private  citi- 
zens, in  many  instances,  saw  its  approach  more  cleariy  than 
did  statesmen  long  experienced  in  public  life.§  Thirty-one 
millions  of  inhabitants,  bristling  geographically  on  two  sides 
in  hostile  array, — more  than  ten  times  the  whole  number 

tion,  they  can  freely  come  in  on  our  terms.  Our  separation  from  the 
old  Union  is  complete.  No  compromise,  no  reconstruction  can  now  he 
entertained." 

•  Congressional  Globe. 

t  Here  it  passed  by  133  to  65.  A  simUar  proposal  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  Senate  committee  of  thirteen.    The  Senate  adopted  by  21  to  12. 

I  See  Article  XIII.  of  amendments  (1865). 

§  See,  e.  ^.,  letter  of  Amos  A.  I^wrence,  of  Massachusetts,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1860.  "  The  first  blow  struck  by  any  State  or  local  authority  at 
the  United  States  government  will  arouse  and  unite  the  whole  Northern 
people.  Partisan  faults  will  be  forgotten,  and  no  retroactive  legislation 
can  be  accomplished."    2  Coleman's  Crittenden,  240. 
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that  had  withstood  the  mother  country  in  the  first  struggle 
for  American  independence, — was  a  spectacle  for  the  world 
to  contemplate  with  amazement.  Events  hurried  to  the 
climax  of  arms  before  either  side  was  well  aware  of  it.  In 
the  free  States  more  especially,  so  strong  had  grown  the 
habit  of  belief  in  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  that  men  clung 
tenaciously  to  the  idea  that  political  craft  would  span  the 
situation  as  it  had  often  done  before ;  that  negotiation,  hon- 
orable or  dishonorable,  some  new  bundle  of  mutual  conces- 
sions, would  bolster  up  the  old  league  of  social  systems.  Not 
until  the  rash  cannon  of  South  Carolina  thundered  at  Fort 
Sumter  was  that  illusory  hope  dispelled ;  and  when  the  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  and  the  avengers  of  the  insulted  starry 
banner  sprang  to  arms,  each  party  to  the  conflict  found  foe- 
men  worthy  of  his  steel.  What  splendid  prowess  of  victory, 
could  those  ranks  have  been  seen,  reuniting  to  march  all  one 
way  against  a  common  foe.  And  with  such  a  spirit  of  deadly 
earnest  in  the  strife,  it  was  inevitable  that  they  who  had  in- 
vited it,  weakened  and  handicapped  by  the  very  system  of 
bondage  they  had  plunged  into  secession  with  the  foolish 
hope  of  preserving,  should  bite  the  dust.  Numbers,  re- 
sources, ingenuity,  the  opinion  of  the  civilized  world,  were 
all  against  them.*  And  yet  the  responsibilities  of  the  Union 
cause  at  the  time  when  the  first  Republican  President  came  to 
assume  them  must  have  been  appalling.  Seven  slave  States, 
including  Texas,  had  gone  through  the  form  of  secession ; 
Arkansas  and  North  Carolina  were  soon  to  follow,  and  Vir- 
ginia ultimately;  and  not  without  internal  bitterness  and 
fratricide  were  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Missouri  rescued. f 

"  Conspiracy,"  "  treason,"  were  names  at  first  applied,  all 
too  narrowly,  to  those  who  struggled   to   break   from   the 


*  To  take  the  censua  of  1860,  even  supposing  all  the  slave  States  had 
resisted  all  the  free  States, — thus  making  the  conflict  purely  geographical, 
which  it  never  became, — the  disparity  in  population  would  have  stood 
about  twelve  millions  to  nineteen ;  and  that,  too,  reckoning  slaves,  who 
were  really  an  incumbrance,  as  part  of  the  efficient  strength. 

t  Tennessee  seceded  in  effect,  while  citizens  of  eastern  Teimessee  as- 
serted loyalty.    See  more  fully  vol.  vi,  c.  i,  section  iii,  etc. 
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Union,  **  Rebellion  "  U  a  more  etnluring  aod  appropriate  i 
word  J  but  to  a  strife  of  such  gigantic  proportions  the  law  1 
bad  beeD  corapulled  to  concede  so  many  belligerent  privilegeftJ 
that  the  st»Uia,  as  time  goes  on,  \Till  be  tecogntzed,  morei 
and  more,  aa  that  of  a  '*  civil  war,"  We  must  divest  oot- 
BelveH  of  the  false  impreasiun  that  the  crime  of  a  few  SouiU-* 
ern  leadL^rs  produced  the  real  mischief.  Plunderers,  treach* 
eroufl  abusers,  like  Floyd,  Thompsou^  and  Twiggs,  of  the' 
power  coniidcd  ia  them,  must  ever  be  execrated  by  all  who 
rtJBpect  honor  and  principle ;  but  they  who  led  the  cotton 
States  into  rebellion  felt  a  strong  public  opinion  behind 
them,  and  led  in  what  among  tlieir  own  constituents  was  a 
popular  cause.  To  be  sure,  they  passed  from  couvenUons 
to  a  provisional  confederacy  with  little  of  wjiat^  in  the  _ 
purei^t  Amerieau  sense,  seemed  like  a  submission  to  thaJ 
popular  vote*  That,  however,  wus  in  pursuance  of  ctasa 
and  oligarchical  political  luethotls  to  which  the  slave 
section  of  country  had  been  well  accustome^U  Among 
these  earlier  sece<ling  States,  at  least,  which  lK>re  with  en- 
thusiasm the  standard  of  slavery  propugandismt  miacon- 
ception,  false  education,  and  the  habits  of  life  which  a 
slave  system  fosters,  made  the  cause  of  their  new  reyolu- 
tion  a  popular  one.  Men  rallied  here  to  destroy  the  Union 
as  readily  as  at  the  North  to  uphold  it;  and  that  latent 
loyalty,  upon  which  our  government  reckoned  in  the  early 
days  of  the  war  to  produce  a  counter-revolution  proved 
always  a  fallacious  hope.  The  philosophy  of  Southern 
statesmanship  was,  in  truth,  poisoned  and  vitiated  at  its 
source  by  the  sophistries  of  the  great  Calhoun,  that  pure- 
minded  man  of  dual  character,  devoted  in  his  last  years  to 
the  experiment  which  now  bore  fruit,  whose  strong  feelings 
set  him  to  some  resolute  purpose,  for  which  his  subtle  and 
ingenious  mind  worked  out  the  logical  reasons.  The  harm 
diffused  thus  throughout  the  South  was  that  not  uncom- 
mon one  of  taking  false  maxims  for  first  principles.  Se- 
cession and  slavery  became  thus  abstractly  right ;  the 
economics  of  slave  lal)or,  the  potent  forces  which  must 
rule  the  world ;  loyalty  to  the   State  and  to  the  slave  sys- 
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I  took  priority  of  loyalty  to  the  Union ;  and  for  years 
ams  of  ambition  and  cupidity  had  drawn  this  people, 
?osibly  onward  to  the  precipice  of  disunion.     And  thus 

new  Confederacy,  which  leaders  now  struck  to  estab- 
,  was  but  the  attempted  realization  of  visions  long  in- 
^ed.     The  majority  of  States  and  of  the  American  people 

been  trained  differently. 

ome  have  thought  that  Davis  and  his  compeers  of  the 
itgomery  Congress  hoped  still  for  concessions  from  the 
th  which  would  save  the  Union,  after  the  manner  of 
ner  compromises.  Facts  do  not  justify  altogether  this 
arable  view,  though  many,  no  doubt,  cherished  that 
if  for  a  time  in  States,  like  Virginia,  which  long  wa- 
d.  South  Carolina  was  confident,  self-sufficient;  and 
ng  the  bold  and  buoyant  spirits  who  set  rebellion  in 
ion,  the  real  belief  appears  rather  to  have  been  that 
would  yet  dictate  terms,  and  reconstruct  the  old 
Dn  upon  their  new  basis.  But  what  they  reckoned  upon, 
L  even  more  fatuous  confidence,  was  the  cowardly  inert- 
of  the  free  States.  They  anticipated  no  war  which 
Id  draw  out  the  whole  resources  of  the  Union  against 
D ;  they  expected,  at  the  least,  to  be  let  alone ;  left  to 
de  in  peace,  aud  to  arrange  some  division  of  the  common 
:»  and  property.  The  North,  on  its  own  part,  failed  to 
erstaud  the  South ;  here  it  was  too  commonly  believed 
.  slaveholders  would  bluster  and  come  back  again,  as 
T  had  done  before  ;  that  in  a  strife  so  unequal  they  would 

fight.  This  rebellion  had  been  ripening  ever  since 
ery   became    a   growing   force   in  our   Union,   partak- 

of  the  national  spirit  of  expansion.  And  because 
ery  and  freedom  were  both  expanding  and  enduring 
es  in  those  days,  the  collision,  which  compromise  had  but 
porarily  postponed,  was  sooner  or  later  inevitable.  No 
3le  surely,  on  either  side,  ever  shouldered  the  musket 
istain  a  cause  with  more  faithfulness  to  ideas,  stronger 
'ictions  of  public  duty,  than  did  the  Southern  and  the 
'hern  in  the  presont  struggle;  the  one  devoted  to  his 
a,  and  the  Southern  Confederacy,  the  other  to  the  Union ; 
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and  the  progress  of  the  civil  strife  gave,  too,  to  moral  agi* 
tators  their  share  in  the  glory  of  results.     For,  under  the 
circumstances,  nothing  but  the  appeal  to  rally  round  the  iig 
and  preserve  the  public  property,  the  CoDstitution,  and  tbe 
laws,  could  have  united  the  loyal  people  to  the  northwanf, 
irrespective  of  past  party  ties,  in  so  splendid  a  demonstratioo. 
And  nothing,  moreover,  as  events  went  on,  but  the  down- 
fall and  destruction  of  that  whole  pernicious  system  which 
was  at  the  root  of  all  the  great  troubles  of  the  century,  and 
obstructed  the  destiny  and  growtii  of  the  American  people 
in  homogeneous  grandeur,  would  have  made  the  Union  worth 
sustaining  through  the  long,  costly,  and  calamitous  strife, 
or  kept  the  North  constant  to  bear  it  through. 

Washington  at  this  time  wore  the  aspect  of  a  beleaguered 
city.  Thanks  to  the  energy  and  foresight  of  Gen- 
eral Scott,  and  the  Cabinet  coterie  which  saved 
Buchanan  from  ignominious  shame,  there  were  now  over  six 
hundred  troops  stationed  at  the  national  capital,  exclosive 
of  marines  at  the  navy  yard,  to  preserve  order  and  peace  at 
the  coming  inauguration.* 

There  was  trepidation  and  excitement  in   this   city,— the 
whole  aspect  of  its  society  rapidly  changing   already  by  the 
exodus  of  the  Southern,  now  disloyal  element,   which  had 
given  it  character.       Slovenly  and  threadbare  still,  this  only 
child  of  the  nation  gained  yet  something  in   attractiveness 
before  colossal  events  were  to  make  the  city  historical.     A 
grand  aqueduct,   with  water  supply  from  the  falls    of   the 
Potomac,  was  anions:  the  greatest  of  its  more  recent  enter- 
prises.    Still  stcxHl  the  familiar  White  House  upon  the  ex- 
ecutive reservation  at  the  west  end,  with  three  drab  build- 
in^rs  of  brick,  which  housed  the  State  department  on  one  side, 
and  the  war  and  the  navy  on  the  other;   but  the  granite  ex- 
tensions of  the  treasury,  superadding  noble  fronts   at  north 
and  south  to  the  old  sandstone  colonnade,  promised  a  more 
ira^>osing  architecture.      Down  on  the  flats  of  tbe  Potomac 

*  See  President's  special  meeaa^,  March  2, 1861 ;  2  Curtis's  Bachanan, 
c.  2»V 
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was  seen  the  marble  shaft  of  the  monument  to  Washington, 
long  to  remain  unfinished,  now  that  the  older  sentiment  of 
personal  veneration  failed  for  a  sectional  cement.  On  yonder 
beautiful  heights  of  Capitol  Hill  spread  out  the  white,  un- 
folded wings  of  the  national  legislature  like  an  eagle  on  its 
perpetual  perch ;  but  the  grand  central  dome  was  as  yet  but 
partially  completed,  and  its  full  spans  of  glass  and  iron  were 
wanting.  It  was  long  before  that  central  dome  was  finished ; 
longer,  far  longer,  before  the  disused  derrick  upon  that 
Washington  obelisk  was  to  give  place  so  that  earnest  work 
might  carry  its  shaft  to  the  clouds.  But  regeneration  pre- 
ceded harmony ;  and  when  that  dome  was  completed,  and 
the  great  bronze  statue  of  liberty,  already  designed  for  it, 
had  been  placed  in  position  at  its  apex,  a  brighter  and 
broader  horizon  was  swept  by  the  vision.  That  metal  figure 
emblematized  a  spirit  which,  often  and  often  invoked  in  the 
temple  below  with  the  grandest,  richest  eloquence  of  which 
man  is  capable,  had  never  gazed  before  with  so  real  a  mean- 
ing at  the  eastern  sun. 
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B.  LENGTH  OF  SESSIONS  OF  CONGRESS, 
1847-1861. 


No.  Of 
CongreM. 

No.  of 
Session. 

TIMS  OF  SKSSIOir. 

aoth. 

3l8t. 

32d. 
38d. 
Mth. 
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Mth. 

(1st. 

{ad. 

(1st. 

{ad. 

(1st. 

{ad. 

(1st. 

{ad. 

1st. 
2d. 
3d. 

(1st. 

{ad. 

fist. 

{ad. 

December  6tb,  1847— August  14th.  1M8. 
December  4th,  1848— March  3d,  1840. 

December  3d,  1849-September  aOth,  18Ga 
December  2d,  1850-March  3d,  18B1. 

December  Ut,  1P61— August  31st,  1862. 
December  6th,  1862— March  3d,  1863. 

December  6th,  1863— August  7th,  1854. 
December  4th,  1864-March  3d.  1886. 

December  3d,  1886— August  18th,  188«. 
August  2Ut,  1856— August  30th,  1866. 
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December  3d,  1860-Maroh  4th,  1861. 
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AUTHOR'S  FINAL  NOTES. 

1904. 


THE  CALHOUN  CORRESPONDENCE  AND  THE 
VAN  BUREN  AND  POLK  PAPERS  have  been  carefully 
consulted  in  the  revision  of  the  present  volume,  as  in  that 
preceding.     (See  Vol.  IV.  565.) 

THE  CHASE  CORRESPONDENCE  (collated  and 
printed  in  Report  of  American  Historical  Association,  1902, 
Vol.  2)   has  also  been  examined  in  the  same  connection. 

Jam^  K.  Folk's  Administration. 

Pages  92,  98,  115.  Calhoun,  plainly  outside  the  counsels 
of  the  present  administration,  was  bitter  and  contemptuous ; 
he  meant  to  stand  firm  on  State  rights  doctrines  under  any 
emergency.  (Am.  Hist.  Assn,  1899,  Vol.  2.  p.  729.)  He 
dislikes  the  Mexican  war.  Be  the  terms  what  they  may,  our 
difficulty  within  will  menace,  when  those  of  Mexico  termi- 
nate, (lb.  735.)  He  welcomes  at  length  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Mexico  as  a  fortunate  deliverance ;  at  the  same  time 
anticipating  a  struggle  over  the  territories  annexed  as  the 
crisis  of  fate  for  his  section.  "  If  it  yields  now  all  will  be 
lost."  (lb.  746.)  By  1849  Calhoun  was  passionately  ex- 
cited, in  opposing  all  plans  of  freedom  in  the  new  tenitory ; 
now  was  the  time  to  vindicate  Southern  lights  and  repel  for- 
ever the  aggressions  of  the  North.  "We  ought,  rather 
than  yield  an  inch,  to  take  any  alternative,  even  if  it  should 
be  disunion."     (lb.  762.) 

Page  103.  Of  the  Buffalo  convention  and  Van  Buren's 
nomination,  Calhoun  observed  that,  if  the  Free-Soil  move- 
ment did  not  run  out  with  the  coming  election,  it  would  lead 
to  the  formation  of  two  great  sectional  parties,  and  thence 


mtous  reetilts,     (Am.    Hist.    Absu.    1899,  Vol,  2, 

As  preliminary  to  this  convention,  &  correspond- 

'een  Van  Bnren  and  Juatic?e  P.  V.  Da.niel  of  theSti- 

art  is  worth  examining,  in  which  Van  Buren  oom- 

.  uie  Wilnioi  proviso  in  the  stime  moderate  epirit 

fid  by  the  Silas  Wright  democrats  of  his  State*      (Vai 

Jbh.  Nov-   1887,)     Van  Bureu,  in    1^48,  advised  his 

^^t  to  pn^iiL'ut  his  name  at  the   Democratic   convea 

Itimore,     No  hl'w  light  is   thrown   by   his  oorre 


itv^  upon  his  a^-ut^pLu. 
bmiiuo-     Wljile  decJining  ^n  cv«*^ 
vass  to  attend  a  mass  meeting,  r 
publicly  avowed  himself  opposed 
t».*iTitory  ah^uady  free,      (Van  Bu., 
correspondence  of  Salmon  P.  Cbai 
48,  co-operating  from  Ohio  Tvith 


i  Free-Soil  nomination  atzV^.^^ 
of  the  Presidential  can —  m^m. 
pounds  of  propriety,  he^  Mzh 
I  fostering  slavery  upoDciMr^Dj 

.    Mtie*)     The  publisheiML*^-s< 

BhowB  him,  during  1S47 i- 

harks  Sumner  of  Mas — -^3B' 

invention  :  botb   of  tfaenr^sr^Aiii 


sachusetLs  for  the  new  Free-Soil 
wishing  from  the  heart  that  their  cc  intry  and  all  their  eoun —  ^r^- 
irymen  may  in  time  be  free.  (An..  Hist-  Assn,  VJ02^  VoL  M^ifi 
2,  pp.  113-1>^0.)  If  Whigs  aud  Democrats  b<^th  uuunnated 
meD  nut  to  be  depended  on  for  opiiui^in^d^  slavery  cxtenisioB^ 
their  own  convention  ought  to  nominate  its  own  candidate-^ 
Taylor  was  not  likely  to  be  decided  upon  any  such  question^ 
(lb.  130.  A  misjudgment.)  Still  concerting  with  Sumner..  -:«:r, 
Chase  wrote,  after  the  election,  that  "  the  Buffalo  eonventioir^^^n 
of  1848,"  etc.,  was  "  the  beginning  of  the  end."     (lb.  142.)C1  — ) 

Fage  125.  See  Schouler's  Historical  Briefs,  125,  142.^^^:2. 
As  to  Texan  annexation,  John  Tyler  wrote  in  June,  1848.. 
to  Calhoun,  rejoicing  over  it  as  heading  off  seasonably  Grea^ 
Britain's  emancipation  schemes.  It  was  the  ^^  midnight  mes^ 
senger  "  that  secured  Texas.  (Am.  Hist.  Assn.  1899,  Vol^  J^l. 
2,  pp.  1173,  1188.)  Cf.  A.  J.  Donelson's  letter  on  tbi^t^s 
subject.  (lb.  1029.)  Donelson  long  resented  Van  Boren*^'*^^ 
opposition  to  this  scheme  in  1848.     (Van  Buren  Mss.) 


Zachary  Taylor's  Administration. 

Pages  153,  169.  Calhoun's  latest  letters  confirm  fully  al^^ 
that  this  author's  text  asserts  of  him,  for  these  last  year^^^ 
of  his  life.  In  1849  he  strongly  encouraged  a  Southern  con-—' 
vention,  to  be  assembled  through  committees  of  correspond-^ 
ence  ;  he  saw  little  prospect  of  arresting  ' '  the  aggression  oC 
the  North."     The  South  should  present  an  unbroken  fron^ 
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nth  the  plain  alternative  of  ''  dissolving  the  partnership.'^ 
There  should  be  no  delay  in  assembling  a  convention  of  the 
southern  States  so  as  to  secure  united  action  to  such  re- 
sults. The  prospect  was  that  Taylor's  administration  would 
)rove  a  failure.  If  one  convention  should  not  be  well  at- 
endedy  that  convention  might  call  another  and  later  conven- 
ion.  (Am.  Hist.  Assn.  Vol.2,  pp.  764-775.)  ''The 
^orth  must  give  way  or  there  will  be  a  rupture."  "We 
lave  borne  the  wrongs  and  the  insults  of  the  North  long 
inough."  (lb.  778.)  'I  he  strain  of  Calhoun's  private  let- 
ers  tiius  continued  in  1850  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  con- 
idered  the  President's  proposal  for  admitting  California 
nore  offensive  to  the  South  than  a  Wilmot  proviso :  a  covert 
nsult  instead  of  an  oi)en  one.  "  Clay  has  offered  what  he 
jails  a  compromise,  but  will  get  little  support.  I  do  not  see 
low  the  question  can  be  settled,  (lb.  779,  780.)  The  Soutli 
cannot  with  safety  remain  in  the  Union  ;  disunion  is  our  only 
ikely  alternative."  But  Webster's  7th  of  March  speecli 
mpressed  him  as  a  yielding  on  the  part  of  the  North  and 
nore  favorable  to  the  South  than  Clay's.  Perhaps,  if  his  own 
section  sustains  him,  there  may  be  a  patch-up  for  a  few 
^ears  longer;  but  "  nothing  short  of  the  tenns  I  propose  can 
lettle  it  finally  and  permanently."  He  does  not  see  how 
;wo  people  so  different  and  so  hostile  to  one  another  can 
;o-exist  in  the  Union.  This  is  Calhoun's  last  printed  letter. 
$ee  also  the  menacing  resolutions  dictiited  by  him  to  Sco- 
rille  a  few  days  before  he  died.  (lb.  783-785.)  Calhoun 
evidently  considered  from  his  own  standpoint  that  there  was 
in  "  irrepressible  conflict "  between  free  and  slave  institiw 
tions ;  and  his  aim  was  to  preserve  the  latter,  and  to  extend 
them. 

Page  158.  Chase  is  determined  to  stand  on  platform  of 
•'  no  nationalized  slavery  " — ''  no  more  compromises  of  free- 
iom."  He  is  for"  union  and  freedom  without  compromise," 
md  explains  to  Sumner  why  he  does  not  fully  think  that 
Seward  is  with  them.  (Am.  Hist.  Assn.  1902,  Vol.  2,  pp. 
179-184,  205,  206.)  See  his  comments  upon  Taylor  s  plan 
^f  non  assertion,  lb.  207,  213. 

MUlard  Fill  more*  s  Adminuttration, 

Poge  211.  Chase  had  encouraged  Sumner  to  get  into 
3ublic  life,  and  he  welcomes  as  a  brother  the  latter's  choice 
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to  the  United  States  Senate.      (Am.  Hist.  Asaa.  190^,  Vol. 
2,  pp.  2L^,  223,  235,) 

Fage  244.  Chnsehad  wished  the  Pitt»biirf^  convention 
to  fiivor  Ihe  flL\  le  of  an  *''■  iudt;pendent  Deiin>crat;y/*  He 
did  not  ipiiU.-  like  tLie  cuuilidutc^  nor  Uie  tvaoiutious ;  and 
while  tii»|>  J  sorting,  h*;  luejint  to  resen^e  bis  future  stand. 
(Arn.  ITtst  Assn.  lt*02,  Vl>1.  2,  p.  244,)  He  observed, 
iifter  the  election,  that  Sumner  was  for  agitation,  but  Se- 
ward for  lying  low.      (Tb.  248.) 

FranhUfX  Pierc^^s  Administration. 

Pages  297,  29U,  iiSO,  347,  Chase  was »  of  eouree,  against 
the  Kanaasf 'Nebraska  a<jt  uud  the  repeal  f^f  the  Missouri 
com  prom  i  se ,  He  e<  i  mm  end  e<  1  Be  u  ton  *s  b  tan  iieh  d  i  spus  i  tion , 
Cass  told  Chiwc  tliat  he  had  ntJt  been  consulted  and  wan  per- 
sonally a^^ainst  thu  renewid  of  riL^itatiiin,  but  he  meant  to 
vote  for  the  biU.  (Arn,  Hist,  Artsii,  11^02^  VoL  2,  pp,  225- 
:i57.)  Van  Buren  h:ul,  for  years,  withdrawn  from  ihestrife 
of  tJt>litiet4^  though  nufcinttiiniu^  htune  eonxi*>pondeDce  with 
the  senior  lihur,  who  hud  haik*il  Pierue'a  acoession  with 
hopes  destined  to  disappointment.  Both  of  these  veterans 
handed  active  politics  over  to  sons.  Both  Van  Buren  and 
Blair  had  sent  farewell  messages  of  personal  respect  and 
affection  to  Clay,  when  the  latter  was  on  his  deathbed  in 
1852.     (Van  Buren  Mss.  1852-1854.) 

Pages  319,  322.  Chase  wrote  in  August,  1860,  that 
Thayer  did  great  service  in  Kansas,  and  that  his  plan  of  or- 
ganized emigration  largely  helped  to  save  that  territory  from 
slavery.     (Am.  Hist.  Assn.  1902,  Vol.  2,  289.) 

James  Biichanan*s  Administration, 

Pages  457,  494,  496.  Chase,  who  had  gradually  learned 
to  appreciate  Seward's  merits  (though  the  two  had  never 
been  congenial  in  their  methods  or  antecedents ) ,  had,  with 
becoming  deference,  encouraged  the  use  of  his  own  name  at 
the  Republican  convention,  thinking  it  doubtful  if  Seward 
would  be  nominated.  (Am.  Hist.  Assn.  1902,  Vol.  2,  pp. 
277,  278,  283,  286.)  He  had  hoped  to  be  next  in  point  of 
strength  at  Chicago,  and  to  eoncilinte  Seward's  fiieuds  was 
an  object.     (lb.)     Accepting  Liucobrs  nomination  in  good 
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faith  he  was  somewhat  disposed  to  complain  that  if  only  his 
friends  had  stood  by  him  as  earnestly  as  those  of  the  other 
chief  candidates  he  might  have  won.     (lb.  286.) 

Pages  463,  494.  Van  Buren,  the  senior  Blair,  and  Ben- 
ton had  drawn  somewhat  closely  in  political  sympathy  dur- 
ing the  new  development  of  politics.  Blair  was  very  bitter 
in  denouncing  privately  the  Southern  nuUifiers  "who  mean 
to  run  their  slave  line  as  far  north  as  possible  and  then  quit 
the  Union."  (Van  Buren  Mss.  1856.)  Benton,  while  dy- 
ing, believe^  that  a  conspiracy  existed  to  overthrow  thegov- 
erament.  (lb.  1858.)  But  Van  Buren  did  not  sympathize, 
like  Blair,  with  the  purposes  of  the  new  Republican  party. 
His  latest  papers  disclose,  rather,  the  idea  that,  as  the  slave 
and  nou-slaveholding  States  differed  so  greatly,  we  should 
try  to  divide  the  territory  of  the  Union  on  the  Crittenden 
plan ;  or  else,  if  that  was  not  acceptable,  call  a  convention 
and  permit  the  Southern  States  to  withdraw  in  peace.  (lb. 
1860.)  But  when,  in  1861,  Franklin  Pierce  proposed  a 
meeting  of  the  Ex-Presidents  to  consider  the  alarming  situa- 
tion, Van  Buren  disapproved  the  plan.     (lb.  April,  1861.) 
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